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History  of  the  Western  Reserve 


Hon.  James  C.  Johnson  was  the  Son  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Crabtree)  Johnson.  His 
father  and  mother  were  natives  of  Allegheny 
county,  Maryland,  where  they  were  married 
and  resided  for  some  years  and  where  an  elder 
brother  and  sister  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
were  born.  They  came  to  Ohio  in  1802,  before 
Ohio  had  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  statehood, 
the  father  driving  a  wagon  conveying  their 
scanty  belongings  and  the  mother  traveling 
on  horseback  with  the  children  over  the  moun- 
tains of  West  Virginia,  then  still  a  part  of  the 
"Old  Dominion/'  It  was  before  the  days  of 
bridges,  and  they  forded  the  Ohio  river,  the 
young  mother  performing  this  feat  on  horse- 
back with  a  child  in  her  arms.  Tradition  says 
that  she  crossed  the  Ohio  three  times  in  this 
manner. 

The  family  settled  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio, 
near  -Wintersville,  about  six  miles  from  Steu- 
benville,  the  county  seat.  Here  James  Crabtree 
Johnson  was  born  on  December  8,  1818.  His 
boyhood  was  passed  on  a  farm  among  the  hills 
of  old  Jefferson.  He  got  a  little  schooling 
from  some  of  the  wandering  pedagogues  who 
"kept  school"  wherever  sufficient  patronage 
might  be  had  among  the  scattered  settlers  of 
the  frontier.  In.  1828  the  family  moved  to  Me- 
dina county,  the  wagon  again  transporting 
their  belongings,  except  the  few  head  of  stock 
which  were  driven  by  the  boys,  the  mother 
again  making  the  migration  on  horseback. 
They  were  six  days  in  making  the  journey, 
now  made  in  as  many  hours,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  belonging  to  Major  Dorsey,  a  local  mag- 
nate of  some  importance  in  those  days,  on  the 
old  Turnpike  about  a  mile  north  of  the  present 
village  of  Seville.  Young  James  C.  attended 
school  the  winter  following  his  advent  on  the 
.Western  Reserve  in  a  log  schoolhouse  on  the 
Center  road,  about  a  half  mile  east  of  the  Turn- 
pike. It  was  the  private  subscription  school 
then  in  vogue,  as  the  common  school  system, 
now  almost  as  much  in  the  course  of  natural 


events  as  the  return  of  the  season,  had  not  yet 
come  into  existence.  Mr.  Johnson  now  owns 
the  farm  on  which  was  the  site  of  this  little 
frontier  schoolhouse  and  for  many  years  lived 
in  a  house  situated  on  almost  the  exact  location 
of  the  old  log  schoolhouse. 

The  next  winter  he  began  school  in  a  log 
house  on  what  was  then  known  as  Blackman's 
Run,  a  short  distance  northwest  of  his  home, 
but  after  ten  days  of  school  the  future  presi- 
dent of  an  insurance  company  had  his  first  ex- 
perience of  a  "fire  loss"  in  the  burning  of  the 
log  school  house,  which  ended  his  literary 
training  for  the  winter.  In  the  following  year 
a  Dr.  Mills  opened  a  school  in  the  village,  prob- 
ably to  supplement  the  precarious  income  of  a 
doctor  in  this  then  thinly  settled  community, 
and  under  his  instruction  young  Johnson  ac- 
quired the  rudiments  of  a  common  school  edu- 
cation in  the  intervals  when  he  could  be  spared 
from  burning  brush  and  the  usual  duties  of  a 
boy  on  a  farm  in  the  process  of  "clearing  up." 
His  next  teacher  was  a  minister  named  Os- 
borne, who  gave  him  some  instruction  in  Latin, 
which  he  afterward  pursued  with  a  great  deal 
of  interest  under  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Var- 
num  Noyes,  then  and  for  many  years  the  pastor 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  Seville.  In  those 
days  the  classics,  especially  thi  Latin*,  were  the 
most  important  part  of  higher  education.  He 
soon  considered  himself  sufficiently  proficient 
to  begin  the  study  of  law,  which  he  pursued  in 
the  office  of  Canfield  and  Camp,  of  Medina, 
then  one  of  the  most  prominent  legal  firms  in 
the  county.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1840,  and  the  same  year  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Martin  VanBuren  for  president  in  the  famous 
"Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too"  campaign. 

Though  his  first  vote  was  lost  in  the  defeat 
of  his  candidate,  he  did  not  lose  his  interest 
in  politics,  which  in  those  days  played  a  more 
important  role  in  the  life  of  an  ambitious 
lawyer  than  at  present.  His  growing  reputa- 
tion in  his  profession  and  his  political  activity 
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resulted  in  his  election  to  the  lower  house  of  the 
general  assembly  of  1848-9.  On  this  legis- 
lature devolved  the  duty  of  electing  a  suc- 
cessor to  Hon.  William  Allen,  then  United 
States  senator  from  Ohio  and  afterwards  gov- 
ernor, whose  senatorial  term  would  expire 
March  4,  1849.  He  was  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  re-election  and  Hon.  B.  F.  Wade, 
afterwards  senator  and  acting  vice  president, 
was  the  candidate  of  the  Whigs.  The  numerical 
strength  of  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  was  so 
evenly  balanced  in  this  legislature  that  three 
Free  Soilers  held  the  balance  of  power  and 
had  a  candidate  of  their  own,  Hon.  Salmon  P. 
Chase,  afterwards  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
chief  justice  of  the  United  States  supreme 
court.  The  three  lonely  Free  Soilers  stood  by 
their  guns,  however,  and  after  many  fruitless 
ballots  saw  their  candidate  elected  by  the  aid 
of  the  Democratic  votes.  By  a  singular  coinci- 
dence Democrats  were  elected  secretary  of 
state  of  the  state  and  to  other  state  offices  then 
filled  by  election  by  the  legislature,  enabling 
the  Democrats  to  retain  control  of  the  state. 
The  casual  observer  noting  the  singular  results 
might  be  led  to  the  conclusion  that  political 
"Deals"  were  not  the  discovery  of  the  present 
generation,  were  it  not  that  such  things  could 
not  have  been  countenanced  in  the  "Good  old 
times.'* 

The  following  year  Philip  Thompson,  a  Free 
Soiler,  was  elected,  but  in  the  fall  of  1850  Mr. 
Johnson  was  again  returned  to  the  lower  house. 
In  1 85 1  the  present  constitution  was  adopted, 
extending  the  term  of  members  of  the  legis- 
lature to  two  years,  and  he  received  the  first 
two-year  term  under  the  new  constitution  from 
Medina  county.  His  previous  service  seemed 
to  have  commended  him  to  his  fellow  members, 
as  he  was  elected  speaker  of  the  house.  It  was 
an  important  session,  as  upon  this  legislature 
devolved  the  adjustment  of  the  statute  law  of 
the  state  to  the  new  order  of  things  created  by 
the  new  constitution.  Among  other  important 
legislation  was  the  enactment  of  the  new  code 
of  civil  procedure,  establishing  the  form  of 
court  procedure  now  in  use. 

This  was  Mr.  Johnson's  last  public  service 
in  an  elective  office,  the  Democratic  party  be- 
coming permanently  in  the  minority  in  the 
county  with  the  rise  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  devoted  himself  to  business  and  profes- 
sional interests,  becoming  largely  interested 
in  farming.  He  did  not,  however,  lose  his  in- 
terest in  politics,  though  no  longer  an  office- 
holder, but  was  active  and  influential  in  the 


councils  of  his  party  in  state  as  well  as  local 
politics.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  1867  he 
was  elected  a  director  of  the  Ohio  Farmers 
Insurance  Company  of  Leroy,  and  on  October 
5,  1870,  became  the  president  of  the  company, 
which  office  he  has  held  continuously  ever 
since.  Outside  his  personal  affairs  the  business 
of  this  company  has  been  the  principal  object 
of  his  attention  ever  since.  He  has  attended 
every  meeting  of  thp  board  of  directors  and 
presided  at  every  annual  meeting  of  the  com- 
pany since,  with  the  exception  of  the  annual 
meeting  of  1908-9,  at  which  time  he  vvas  dis- 
abled by  being  thrown  from  his  tuggy  by  his 
horse  becoming,  frightened  at  an  automobile, 
breaking  his  collar  bone.  During  his  adminis- 
tration he  has  seen  the  company  grow  from  a 
comparatively  small  local  farmers*  company 
to  an  organization  with  assets  of  more  than 
$2,500,000,  whose  operations  cover  the  states 
of  Indiana  and  Ohio. 

On  December  8,  1909,  his  ninety-first  birth- 
day, the  company's  agents  complimented  him 
on  the  anniversary  by  writing  new  business  on 
applications  and  daily  reports  bearing  his  pho- 
tograph, the  premiums  on  which  amounted  to 
more  than  $8,000.  The  reports  of  the  business 
were  mailed  to  him  directly  instead  of  to  the 
company's  office,  and  substantially  all  arriv- 
ing the  same  day  made  it  a  record  day  for 
mail  receipts  at  his  farm,  as  well  as  a  reminder 
of  the  loyalty  and  esteem  of  the  company's 
agency  and  field  force  and  his  associates  in  the 
management. 

For  a  number  of  years  he  was  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  governor,  a  trustee  of  the  North- 
ern Ohio  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Newburgh, 
Ohio.  With  this  exception  his  attention  has 
been  substantially  all  given  to  the  business  of 
fire  insurance  and  the  management  of  his 
landed  property.  He  has  not  been  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  for  some  years, 
though  he  still  continues  the  advisor  of  his 
neighbors  in  most  of  their  legal  matters, 
though  in  a  neighborly  rather  than  profes- 
sional way. 

While  Mr.  Johnson  always  enjoyed  social 
intercourse,  and  his  business  and  political  asso- 
ciations brought  him  an  extended  experience 
both  at  the  state  capitol  and  elsewhere,  he 
never  married.  His  mother  looked  after  his 
domestic  aflfairs  until  her  death  in  the  early 
*7os.  Since  her  death  some  of  his  tenants  have 
kept  house  for  him  at  his  farm.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  his  eyesight,  which  has  failed  him 
largely  in  the  last  few  years,  he  continues  ac- 
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tive  mentally  and  physically,  taking  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  goes  on  around  him.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  local  Grange  and  meets 
with  it  regularly  and  takes  part  in  the  discus- 
sion of  all  questions  of  interest  to  his  fellow 
members. 

Mr.  Johnson  as  a  lawyer  was  distinguished 
for  his  keen  analysis  of  questions  presented. 
His  professional  opinions  as  well  as  those  on 
subjects  outside  of  the  law  were  the  result  of 
reflection  and  his  keen  analytical  mind  grasped 
every  detail  of  the  subject.  He  was  a  man  of 
principles  rather  than  precedents.  While  mak- 
ing no  pretensions  to  oratory,  his  clear  appre- 
hension of  a  controversy  in  all  its  bearings  and 
understanding  of  the  principles  involved  made 
him  always  an  effective  and  convincing  speaker 
and  a  dangerous  opponent  in  the  trial  of  a 
case.  As  a  counsellor  he  was  always  conserv- 
ative and  safe,  and  tended  to  discourage  rather 
than  promote  litigation.  His  standard  of  pro- 
fessional ethics  was  always  high.  It  did  not 
permit  him  to  directly  or  indirectly  solicit  the 
business  of  the  rich,  or  decline  the  employ- 
ment of  the  poor  man  who  could  not  pay  a  fee. 
Confidence  in  his  ability  and  integrity  has  for 
half  a  century  made  him  the  unofficial  arbiter 
of  his  neighbors'  disputes.  Many  a  promising 
lawsuit  has  been  nipped  in  the  bud  when  the 
would-be  litigant  heard  that  "Squire  John- 
son's" opinion  was  adverse. 

In  the  professional  sense  Mr.  Johnson  never 
was  a  politician.  He  was  never  interested  in 
public  office  for  its  own  sake  for  himself  or 
friends.  But  in.  the  sense  of  an  intelligent  in- 
terest in  important  public  policies  and  in  the 
effort  to  promote  the  adoption  of  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  for  the  public  welfare,  he  always 
was  and  is  now  an  ardent  politician.  Positive 
in  his  convictions,  he  never  sought  popularity 
by  attempting  to  occupy  an  equivocal  position. 
His  popularity  and  influence  in  his  community 
have  been  due  to  his  positive  qualities,  never 
to  any  neutral  or  colorless  stand  on  matters  of 
public  interest.  While  never  affiliated  with  any 
organized  church,  his  respect  for  and  sympathy 
with  Christian  doctrine  and  practice  in  the 
broad  sense  has  never  been  doubted.  Taking 
him  all  in  all,  his  life,  modestly  yet  vigorously 
and  above  all  sincerely  lived,  has  been  potent 
for  good  to  all  who  came  within  his  influence. 

Olive  Sophia  (Whitney)  Wilcox  was 
born  March  7,  1842,  in  Mantua,  Ohio,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Silas  B.  and  Mariva  (Carleton) 
Whitney.    Silas  Whitney  was  born  in  Seneca, 


Ontario  county.  New  York,  June  26,  1808, 
and  was  married  in  Mantua  in  183 1,  to  Mariva 
Carleton,  born  in  Stafford,  Tolland  county, 
Connecticut,  and  who  came  with  her  parents 
to  Mantua  when  she  was  four  years  old.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitney  one  other  daughter  was 
born,  February  26,  1832,  Juliana  Whitney,  who 
was  twice  married,  and  died  September  i, 
1902.  Silas  Whitney  died  November  18,  1883, 
and  his  wife  May  19,  1879.  The  Carleton 
family,  being  the  one  from  which  the  poet. 
Will  Carleton,  descended,  is  an  ancient  one, 
da4:ing  from  the  time  of  William  the  Con- 
queror. Baldwin  de  Carleton,  of  Carleton 
Hall,  England,  in  Cumberland,  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Hastings  in  1066,  and  his  de- 
scendants occupied  Carleton  Hall  for  600 
years.  The  branch  of  the  family  who  emi- 
grated to  America  was  known  as  the  Carletons 
of  Oxfordshire,  England,  and  can  trace  their 
family  back  for  twenty-eight  generations.  Ed- 
ward Carleton,  of  England,  came  to  America 
and  settled  in  Rowley,  Massachusetts,  in  1639 ; 
in  1646  he  returned  with  his  family  to  Eng- 
land, there  to  remain.  Edward  Carleton  was 
a  son  of  Sir  Dudley  Carleton,  Viscount  Dor- 
chester. The  son  of  Edward  was  Richard. 
Richard's  son.  Captain  Caleb  Carleton,  born 
in  Stafford,  Connecticut,  married  Margaret 
Day.  He  came  to  Mantua,  Ohio,  in  1814, 
bringing  his  seven  children  with  him.  He 
gained  his  title  in  service  in  the  Revolutionary 
war.  His  son,  Elias  Carleton,  the  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Wilcox,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Stafford,  Connecticut,  in  1789,  and  married 
Olive  Johnson,  also  born  in  Stafford,  Febru- 
ary 8,  1790.  They  were  married  in  Stafford 
in  181 1,  and  had  four  children,  and  one  of 
them — Mariva — married  Silas  B.  Whitney, 
above  mentioned.  Elias  Carleton  died  Octo- 
ber II,  1871,  and  his  widow  died  October  13, 
1877. 

Olive  S.  Whitney  attended  the  district  school 
at  Mantua,  two  terms,  later  attended  school  in 
Hiram,  and  in  1859  went  to  Hiram  College, 
then  known  as  the  Eclectic  Institute;  at  that 
time  President  Garfield  was  principal  and  Al- 
meda  Booth  was  lady  principal.  Olive  S.  Whit- 
ney was  married  May  19,  1862,  to  Dr.  S.  K. 
Wilcox,  of  Mantua,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
they  had  no  children.  He  was  born  in  Chester, 
Massachusetts,  August  4,  1824,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 5,  1904,  and  is  buried  at  Mantua.  He 
was  a  son  of  Ralph  Wilcox,  born  in  Connecti- 
cut, who  married  Bettie  M.  Nooney,  and  they 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1830,  and  set- 
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tied  in  Mantua.  Mrs.  Wilcox,  on  the  maternal 
side,  is  a  descendant  of  Jonathan  Johnson,  of 
Stafford,  Connecticut,  who  married  Hannah 
Orcutt,  a  relative  of  Governor  Orcutt,  of  that 
state,  and  their  family  consisted  of  ten  daugh- 
ters and  three  sons.  Mrs.  Wilcox  has  been  a 
resident  of  Hiram  township  over  sixty  years. 

John  E.  Plato,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Am- 
herst, was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  Novem- 
ber II,  1848,  a  son  of  John  and  Wilhelmina 
(Bodman)  Plato,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father  was  a  professional  musician  in 
Germany;  he  came  with  his  family  to  the 
United  States  in  1857,  and  spent  a  short  time 
in  New  York,  after  which  they  located  in  Ver- 
milion, Ohio.  A  few  months  later  they  re- 
moved to  Amherst  and  settled  on  a  farm. 
Three  years  later  they  moved  to  the  village 
of  Amherst,  where  the  father  died  in  1890,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-five  years;  his  widow  died 
in  1907,  aged  eighty-two  years.  They  had  four 
children,  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
article  on  Henry  A.  Plato,  found  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

John  E.  Plato  lived  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  and  then 
went  into  the  grocery  business  with  his  brother 
Henry  in  Amherst,  and  later  they  also  had  an 
interest  in  a  hardware  business.  In  1897  the 
brothers  dissolved  partnership,  and  John  Plato 
continued  in  the  hardware  business  five  years 
longer,  and  then  sold  out  to  his  brother-in-law. 
He  then  started  into  clothing  and  gents'  fur- 
nishing business,  and  March,  1909,  took  his 
son,  John  A.,  into  partnership  with  him.  Mr. 
Plato  has  for  years  been  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  town,  and  he  is  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Amherst  Banking  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  has  always  been  a  director, 
and  of  which  he  was  elected  president  in  1905, 
having  since  served  in  that  capacity.  Mr. 
Plato  is  a  man  of  good  education  and  when 
a  young  boy  attended  Catholic  parochial 
schools  in  New  York  City.  He  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  served  many  years  as  a  member  of 
the  Amherst  council.  He  belongs  to  the  Cath- 
olic Mutual  Benefit  Association  and  to  the 
Knights  of  Columbus  of  Elyria,  Ohio. 

On  November  27,  1877,  Mr.  Plato  married 
Elizabeth  N.,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Matilda 
(Holderid)  Menz,  born  in  Wisconsin.  They 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Lenora,  wife  of  Albert  C.  Walsh,  of  Amherst ; 
Agnes  M.,  wife  of  William  Baker,  Jr.,  of  Am- 


herst; John  A.  and  Henry  L.,  of  Amherst; 
and  Ruth,  also  at  home. 

James  F.  Strenick,  attorney  and  assistant 
city  solicitor  of  Lorain,  was  born  at  West 
Salem,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  July  5,  1879.  He 
is  a  son  of  James  and  Amanda  J.  (Royer) 
Strenick,  the  former  born  at  New  London, 
Canada,  and  the  latter  at  Mt.  Vernon,  Knox 
county,  Ohio.  The  father  came  to  Ohio  in 
1861,  locating  first  at  Polk,  Ohio,  and  remov- 
ing, thence  to  West  Salem.  He  was  married 
at  Polk,  Ohio,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  now 
reside  at  West  Salem. 

James  F.  Strenick  was  reared  in  his  native 
town,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
that  place  in  1894.  He  graduated  from  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
in  1903.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Ohio 
in  December,  1902,  before  the  date  of  his 
graduation,  and  began  practice  in  July,  1903, 
in  Lorain.  He  met  with  pleasing  success,  and 
stands  high  in  his  profession.  He  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  position  in  1908.  Mr. 
Strenick  was  elected,  January  i,  1908,  to  the 
office  of  treasurer  of  Black  River  township, 
and  still  holds  that  office.  Fraternally  he  is 
affiliated  with  West  Salem  Lodge,  No.  298, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  and  with  Oriental  Chapter,  R.  A. 
M.,  at  West  Salem,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Foresters  and  the  North 
American  Union.  In  political  views  he  is  a 
Republican. 

Mr.  Strenick  married  Arline  Mellen,  who 
was  born  April  5,  1874,  at  Angola,  Indiana, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  A.  Mellen,  and  they 
have  one  daughter.  Helen.  Mr.  Strenick  en- 
joys the  confidence  of  his  fellow  townsmen  and 
is  universally  esteemed  and  respected. 

George  P.  Van  Orman. — Ashtabula  county 
has  been  the  home  of  George  P.  Van  Orman 
for  many  years,  but  he  was  born  in  Painesville. 
Ohio,  August  25,  1836,  the  eldest  son  of 
Lyman  S.  and  Mary  (Falkenburg)  Van 
Orman.  Lyman  S.  Van  Orman  came  from 
Canada  when  a  young  man  to  Painesville, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  hatter,  and 
also  in  Chardon.  His  father  had  lived  for 
some  years  in  the  states,  but  eventuallv  re- 
turned  to  Canada,  and  several  of  his  daughters 
married  Canadian  officials.  In  1854  or  1855 
Lyman  S.  Van  Orman  came  to  Rock  Creek 
and  accepted  employment  with  the  firm  of 
Randall,  Cook  &  Company,  who  conducted  a 
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large  store  and  tannery  here.  Mr.  Van  Orman 
was  principally  engaged  in  obtaining  wool  for 
them  in  exchange  for  pelts,  and  he  continued 
with  the  firm  for  many  years,  or  until  they 
eventually  retired  from  the  business.  He  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  at  Rock  Creek  and 
died  in  1873,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
sixty-two  years.  At  Painesville  he  had  wedded 
Mary  Falkenburg,  whose  father,  Charles  Fal- 
kenburg,  was  a  farmer  for  some  time  in  Mon- 
mouth county,  New  Jersey,  and  also  owned  a 
coasting  vessel  which  plied  between  the  cities 
of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  while  in  1797 
he  served  as  lieutenant  in  the  state  militia. 
After  a  time  he  sold  his  old  home  to  his 
brother,  whose  sons  still  reside  there,  and  they 
are  among  the  wealthy  citizens  of  New  Jersey, 
and  during  the  war  of  1812  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Lake  county,  a  few  miles  south 
of  Painesville,  and  he  afterward  lived  at  Con- 
cord with  his  son  Samuel,  and  died  when  past 
eighty  years  of  age.  His  sons  were  Brown, 
Asa,  James  and  Samuel,  and  he  also  had  three 
daughters,  Harriet,  Nancy  and  Mary.  Mary 
was  one  or  two  years  older  than  her  husband, 
but  she  survived  him  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  and  was  past  ninety  at  the  time  of  her 
death.  Lyman  S.  and  Mary  Van  Orman 
reared  to  maturity  two  sons,  George  P.  and 
Howard,  and  the  younger  being  a  resident  of 
Rock  Creek. 

George  P.  Van  Orman  was  a  young  man  of 
eighteen  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Rock 
Creek,  and  for  a  time  he  was  employed  by 
the  same  firm  as  his  father,  Randall,  Cook  & 
Company,  but  subsequently  learning  the  car- 
penter's trade  he  worked  at  that  occupation  for 
some  years,  and  in  1883  he  started  a  saw  mill. 
This  mill  has  continued  in  operation  during 
all  the  intervening  years,  and  Mr.  Van  Orman 
continued  as  its  promoter  for  thirty-six  years, 
or  until  April  of  1909,  when  he  sold  his  inter- 
est to  his  son  and  Ira  Brown.  He  resides  on 
his  farm  near  Rock  Creek.  Mr.  Van  Orman 
married  first,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  Lydia  A. 
Covell,  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Eunice  Covell, 
who  first  secured  the  farm  where  Mr.  Van 
Orman  now  lives.  Mrs.  Van  Orman  died  in 
1880,  leaving  six  children :  Carlton,  a  resident 
of  Rock  Creek;  Stanley,  who  operates  a  mill 
there; 'Alice,  the  wiiFe  of  Allen  Clark  and  a 
resident  of  Rome  township ;  May,  the  wife  of 
James  Latimer,  of  Young^town;  Lyman,  a 
policeman  in  Cleveland,  who  was  quartermas- 
ter sergeant  in  Company  E,  Thirty-fifth  Michi- 


gan Infantry,  in  the  Spanish- American  war; 
and  George,  a  traveling  salesman.  In  1882 
Mr.  Van  Orman  wedded  Villa  Covell,  a  niece 
of  his  first  wife  and  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Salina  (Bunnell)  Covell.  The  four'  sons  of 
this  union  are  Lee,  whose  home  is  in  Rock 
Creek ;  Clair,  a  student  in  the  Ohio  State  Uni- 
versity; Ellison  and  Gerald.  Mr.  Van  Orman 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
since  1861,  and  is  now  affiliated  with  Grand 
River  Chapter,  No.  104.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  for 
three  months*  service,  and  on  the  7th  of  No- 
vember, 1862,  he  again  enlisted,  this  time  in 
Company  E,  Sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
being  transferred  from  that  to  the  Veteran  Re- 
serve Corps.  He  was  mustered  out  June  26, 
1865,  *^s  sergeant  and  returned  home. 

Silas  and  Eunice  (Latimer)  Covell,  the  par- 
ents of  Mr.  Van  Orman's  first  wife,  were  mar- 
ried in  Connecticut,  but  came  to  Ohio  during 
their  early  lives,  and  the  farm  which  they  se- 
cured in  those  early  days  is  now  the  home  of 
Mr.  Van  Orman.  Silas  Covell  became  a 
wealthy  citizen,  and  the  house  which  he  built 
is  still  standing,  and  there  he  died  in  about 
the  year  1853,  while  his  wife  survived  him 
about  twelve  years  and  passed  away  about 
1865.  Their  children  were :  Herman,  who  was 
born  in  1818,  never  married,  and  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years;  Elijah,  a  carpen- 
ter, married  Salina  Bunnell,  of  Jefferson,  and 
lived  and  died  at  Rock  Creek,  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years ;  Mills  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  Rock  Creek 
Bank,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six 
years ;  Alfred  lived  for  many  years  in  Trum- 
bull township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  died  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years ;  Eunice  married 
Harvey  Wilbur  and  lived  in  New  York  for 
twenty-five  years,  but  returned  to  Rock  Creek 
and  died  there;  Ward  died  at  Rock  Creek  at 
the  age  of  seventy-two ;  Harvey  served  as  a 
major  of  the  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry during  the  Civil  war,  two  terms  as  a 
county  sheriff,  and  was  a  prominent  local  poli- 
tician ;  and  Lydia,  who  became  the  first  wife 
of  Mr.  Van  Orman.  Elijah  Covell,  the  sec- 
ond son  and  child  of  Silas  Covell,  married,  as 
above  stated,  Salina  Bunnell,  and  she  died  at 
the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  They  had  three 
children :  Villa,  who  became  Mrs.  Van  Orman ; 
Selden,  a  resident  of  Niles,  Ohio;  and  Edith, 
who  married  Elson  Wornald  and  lives  in  Con- 
neautville,  Pennsylvania. 
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Hon.  GR-\>n)isoN  N.  Tuttle. — Forty-one 
years  ago,  when  Grandison  N.  Tuttle  was 
elected  probate  judge  by  the  voters  of  Lake 
county,  Painesville  welcomed  an  able,  honest 
and  scholarly  member  of  the  profession,  and 
a  stalwart  man  as  well,  to  the  ranks  of  her 
representative  citizenship;  and,  although  he 
was  untried  in  4.he  delicate  and  exacting  duties 
of  the  judiciar},  the  community  gauged  him 
as  one  to  be  trusted  to  meet  everv  matter 
which  should  come  before  him  with  impar- 
tiality, legal  wisdom  and  manly  candor.  The 
expectations  regarding  this  tall,  strong,  s>'m- 
pathetic  and  yet  balanced  young  judge  of 
thirty-two  were  more  than  realized  by  the  pro- 
fession and  the  public  of  Lake  county  during 
the  three  terms  of  his  service  as  probate  judge ; 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  add  that  there  is  no 
bench  within  the  province  of  the  judiciary 
whose  occupant  is  closer  to  the  hearts  of  his 
fellows,  or  which  calls  for  the  exercise  of  a 
broader  judgment  and  a  more  varied  knowl- 
edge of  the  law,  than  that  before  which  are 
brought  those  many  matters  of  life  and  death 
embraced  in  the  comprehensive  term  Probate. 
Judge  Tuttle  has  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  in  the  county  to  be  entrusted  with  such 
duties  and  responsibilities  for  more  than  two 
terms.  In  his  politics  he  remained  a  Repub- 
lican from  the  time  of  his  majority,  which  he 
attained  two  vears  after  the  formation  of  the 
party,  until  1876,  when  he  abandoned  that 
organization  because  of  his  disbelief  in  the 
soundness  of  its  position  on  the  questions  of 
finance,  capital  and  labor.  Two  years  before 
he  had  refused  to  support  General  Garfield 
for  Congress,  convinced,  as  he  was,  that  Gar- 
field's official  acts  had  not  tended  to  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  people.  The  year 
1876  saw  him  an  ardent  supporter  of  Peter 
Cooper,  Greenback  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency— that  giant  of  great  heart,  great  mind 
and  great  works,  whom  his  bitterest  political 
enemies  revered  and  loved. 

This  was  the  first  chapter  in  a  long  course 
of  political  action  which  has  marked  Judge 
Tuttle  as  a  leader  of  absolute  independence 


absolutely  ignoring  personal  advantage,  whose 
conduct  has  never  been  influenced  by  intel- 
lectual pride,  but  rather  by  moral  conviction. 
With  this  as  his  mainspring  of  action,  he  has 
been  quite  content  to  be  called  erratic  by  those 
who  have  consistently  supported  the  strongest 
party  with  their  eyes  firmly  fixed  on  the  lus- 
cious, glittering  plums  of  office. 

From  1876  Ic  1888  Judge  Tuttle  supported 
either  the  Greenback  or  Union  Labor  party. 
In  1878  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress  of 
the  former  organization,  running  ahead  of  his 
ticket,  but  naturally  failing  of  an  election.    He 
received  the  full  vote  of  the  Union  Labor  party 
for  the  state  supreme  bench  in  1884,  and  in 
1 891  was  honored  with  the  united  support  of 
the  Prohibition,  Democratic  and  Populist  par- 
ties  for   judge   of  the  common  pleas  court. 
Since  1888  the  judge  has  been  an  uncompro- 
mising Prohibitionist,  his  congressional  can- 
didacy in  1892  bringing  to  him  more  than  the 
full  support  of  his  party.     He  is  unable  to 
see   the   practical   advantages   of   temperance 
which  falls  short  of  prohibition,  and  further 
holds  that  the  saloon  must  be  crushed,  both  as 
a  menace  to  manhood  and  the  state,  before 
monopolies  can  be  overthrown  and  industrial 
conditions  be  improved.     During  later  years 
Judge  Tuttle  has  been  a  stanch  admirer  and 
an  eloquent  champion  of  William  J.  Bryan, 
and  takes  no  greater  pride  in  any  one  phase  of 
his  political  career  than  in  his  successful  ef- 
forts to  induce  the  Springfield  convention  of 
1896  to  support  the  great  commoner  for  the 
presidency.     It  is  needless  to  add  that  he  is 
one  of  the  most  outspoken  and  insistent  mem- 
bers of  the  party  who  advocate  the  late  move- 
ment to  again  bring  the  Prohibition  element 
of  the  county  to  the  presidential  support  of 
Mr.  Brvan. 

Grandison  Newell  Tuttle  is  a  native  of  Con- 
cord township.  Lake  county,  and  was  bom 
March  20,  1837.  He  is  of  good  English  and 
New  England  stock,  his  family  being  trans- 
planted from  the  old  to  the  new  world  in  1635. 
The  wife  of  Jonathan  Edwards  was  of  this 
family,  which  also  numbers  among  its  con- 
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nections  Governor  English,  of  Connecticut. 
John  Tuttle,  the  grandfather  of  the  judge, 
moved  from  that  state  to  Massachusetts  in 
1759.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  a 
soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war.  The 
grandfather,  Joseph,  was  a  native  of  Lebanon, 
Connecticut;  passed  his  boyhood  and  early 
manhood  in  Massachusetts,  and  soon  after  his 
marriage  to  Louisa  Mack,  of  Sunderland,  that 
state,  migrated  to  Oneida  county,  New  York. 
Mrs.  Louisa  Tattle  died  without  issue,  about 
fourteen  years  after  her  marriage.  Her  sister 
was  the  mother  of  Joseph  Smith,  and  after  the 
latter  became  distinguished  as  a  Mormon  leader 
she  located  with  him  at  Kirtland,  Ohio.  Joseph 
Tuttle  married  for  his  second  wife  Hannah 
Messenger,  of  Simsbury,  Connecticut,  and  in 
1807  migrated  with  his  family  to  Palmyra, 
Portage  county.  His  son  (Joseph,  Jr.)  was  then 
a  boy  of  eleven.  This  boy  became  the  father  of 
Judge  Tuttle,  and  while  he  was  living  in  Con- 
cord township  Joseph  Smith's  mother  made 
several  attempts  to  interest  him  in  the  family 
and  in  the  mysteries  and  advantages  of  Mor- 
monism — but  all  to  no  avail.  He  abhorred 
Mormonism  and  had  no  sympathy  with  any  of 
its  advocates. 

When  Joseph  Tuttle,  the  grandfather,  made 
his  tiresome  journey  from  New  York  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  in  1807,  he  enjoyed,  as  the 
means  of  transportation  for  himself  and  fam- 
ily, two  yoke  of  oxen,  a  span  of  horses  and 
a  wagon.  Forty-eight  days  were  spent  before 
the  Western  wilds  were  penetrated,  west  of 
Buffalo  the  country  being  so  untraveled  that 
the  party  chose  to  follow  the  winding  beach 
of  the  lake  rather  than  risk  its  hidden  dangers 
of  wild  beasts  and  Indians.  Two  years  of 
the  privations  incident  to  the  country  so  dis- 
couraged Mr.  Tuttle  that  in  1809  he  sold  his 
farm  in  Portage  county  and  returned  to  New 
York,  where  he  died  in  1816.  His  second  wife 
had  passed  away  four  years  before,  and  the 
family,  of  which  Joseph,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest, 
were  thus  deprived  of  both  parents.  The 
orphans  made  their  home   for  several  years 


with  their  maternal  grandparents,  the  Mes- 
sengers, who  in  181 7,  although  then  far  ad- 
vanced in  life,  moved  to  Concord  township. 
Lake  county,  and  there  settled  with  their 
grandson,  Joseph  Tuttle,  on  a  farm  of  120 
acres.  A  small  log  cabin  was  erected  and  oc- 
cupied by  the  young  man  and  his  grandpar- 
ents until  1820,  when  Mr.  Tuttle  was  able  to 
erect  a  more  pretentious  residence.  On  Janu- 
ary 2,  1823,  he  wedded  Mary  Adams,  widow 
of  Martin  Adams,  Jr.,  and  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Mary  Kibbee,  of  Barkhamstead,  Connecti- 
cut, and  ten  years  later  erected  a  frame  house 
which  he  occupied  until  his  death,  April  20, 
1884.  This  was  the  birthplace  of  Judge  Tuttle, 
who  is  the  youngest  of  four  sons.  A  daughter 
(Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Kibbee),  who  was  the 
youngest  of  the  children,  died  in  Painesville, 
March  19,  1887. 

Judge  Tuttle  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  obtamed  the  schooling  and  train- 
ing usual  to  a  boy  in  his  circumstances  until 
he  had  passed  his  eighteenth  birthday.  In  the 
fall  of  1855  he  attended  Orwell  Academy  for 
a  term,  and  during  the  succeeding  four  years 
alternated  between  teaching  and  attending 
academy  and  select  schools.  He  entered  the 
State  and  Union  Law  College  at  Cleveland  in 
April,  1861 ;  graduated  therefrom  in  June, 
1862,  and  was  soon  afterward  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  state  and  United  States  courts. 
Another  year  of  teaching  followed,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1863  he  commenced  practice  at  Wil- 
loughby,  his  native  county,  where  he  remained 
until   his   elevation   to  the  probate  bench   in 

1869. 

On  December  24,  1861,  Judge  Tuttle  mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  A.  Wilder,  of  Willoughby, 
daughter  of  Joel  D.  and  Clarinda  A.  Wilder, 
and  a  native  of  Vernon,  New  York.  Four 
children  were  born  of  their  union :  Carlos  G., 
who  died  March  i,  1875,  aged  seven  years; 
Martin  A.,  born  March  12,  1869,  a  graduate 
of  Adelbert  College,  and  his  father's  associate 
in  practice ;  Mary  C,  born  February  7,  1875 ; 
and  Walter  S.,  who  was  born  March  15,  1877. 
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WiLXJAM  H.  Hanxold. — Among  the  many 
prominent  and  successful  agriculturists  now 
living  in  Portage  county  who  claim  their  na- 
tivity within  its  borders,  stands  William  H. 
Hannold,  for  many  years  a  well  known  busi- 
ness man  of  Rootstown  township.  He  was 
born  in  Edinburg  township,  October  15,  1845, 
to  Joseph  and  Catherine  (Huffman)  Hannold, 
from  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  respec- 
tively, and  he  is  a  grandson  of  John  and 
Rachael  (McWain)  Hannold  and  William  and 
Christena  (Mauny)  Huffman.  John  Hannold 
was  an  ocean  sailor  and  he  was  married  in 
New  Jersey,  and  the  maternal  grandparents 
were  from  Pennsylvania.  In  the  latter  com- 
monwealth Joseph  Hannold  and  Catherine 
Huffman  were  married,  and  coming  to  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  they  soon  afterward  located  in 
Edinburg  township.  Portage  county,  and  after 
eight  years  sold  their  land  there  and  Mr.  Han- 
nold came  with  his  father-in-law  to  Rootstown 
township.  He  bought  the  shares  of  the  re- 
maining heirs  in  the  latter^s  estate,  and  lived 
here  until  his  death  in  1880.  His  wife  had 
died  in  1865. 

William  H.  Hannold  was  their  only  child, 
and  he  has  always  made  his  home  on  the  old 
Hannold  estate  here,  attending  meanwhile  the 
graded  schools  and  Mt.  Union  College  one 
year.  He  came  into  possession  of  the  farm  of 
sixty-eight  acres  at  his  father's  death,  and  he 
is  extensively  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock-raising,  raising  Shorthorn  cattle,  horses 
and  sheep.  He  married,  in  October  of  i8(x>, 
Mary  Chittenden,  who  was  born  in  Randolph 
township,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Filly)  Chittenden.  Their  tiiroe  children  are: 
Curtis  L.,  married  first,  Winifred  Iwans,  and 
second,  Nina  Sewal,  an<l  resides  in  Hrewster 
county,  Texas;  IClva  (i.,  wife  of  I'rank  (iun- 
der,  of  lulinburg,  ( )hio;  Cora  A.,  wife  of  lul- 
ward  Kohl),  of  Alliance,  this  state.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  (  KMober  jH,  i8c)<;,  and  for  his 
second  wife  Mr.  Hannold  inarrinl.  on  March 
19,  1903,  Ada  lliifTer,  born  in  (nlmnbiana 
county,  this  state.  The  one  eliild  nf  this  union 
is  (irace  I*'.,  born  May  io,  1005.  Mr.  Han- 
nold has  been  a  member  of  the  (hristiatt 
church  since  1K05.  lit*  vnteh  witli  the  Prohi- 
bition party,  and  be  li;u  nerveil  ln«*  township 
two  terms  as  a  \r\\^\i*v. 

JoiiN  Dwmn'.  In  the  ntnuiN  of  Huron 
county  no  more  worthy  repre«*entntive  of  the 
agricultural  eotnnnnilty  rnti  be  fomul  than 
John  Drury,  who  has  spent  his  entire  life  in 


Lyme  township,  and  is  now  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the  home- 
stead where  his  birth  occurred,  March  7,  1847. 
His  father.  Deacon  Jonathan  Maynard  Drury, 
was  born  in  Worthington,  Hampshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  February  24,  1809,  while  his 
grandfather,  John  Drury,  and  his  great-grand- 
father, Jonathan  Drury,  were  both  lifelong 
residents  of  Massachusetts.  John  Drury,  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  an  esteemed  citizen 
of  Worthington,  Massachusetts,  married  a 
Miss  Maynard,  who  died  at  the  birth  of  her 
son,  Jonathan  Maynard. 

Jonathan  Maynard  Drury  was  taken  by  his 
grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  when  an  in- 
fant, and  was  brought  up  in  Hampshire 
county,  Massachusetts.  Soon  after  his  mar- 
riage, desirous  of  making  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  life,  he  came  to  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
on  a  prospecting  tour,  and  evidently  formed 
a  favorable  opinion  of  the  place,  for  the  next 
year,  in  1838,  he  came  here  with  his  family. 
Starting  from  Worthington  wuth  a  team,  he 
drove  to  Albany,  from  there  going  on  the  Erie 
canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  on  Lake  Erie  to 
Huron,  this  state,  from  that  port  coming  to 
Lj-me  township  \vith  teams.  His  means  being 
limited,  he  rented  land  for  a  time,  but  subse- 
quently bought  sixty-four  acres,  which  now 
adjoin  the  city  of  Belle\'ue.  Assuming  pos- 
session of  the  log.  house  that  stood  upon  the 
place,  he  began  farming  in  earnest,  and  soon 
wa,s  enabled  to  put  up  a  good  frame  barn,  and 
in  1856  or  1857  he  built  a  substantial  brick 
house.  An  energetic,  resolute  man,  he  im- 
proved a  valuable  farm,  adding  to  its  size  by 
purchase  until  he  had  no  acres  in  his  home 
estate.  Here  he  carried  on  general  farming 
successfully  until  his  death,  August  13,  1897. 
He  was  highly  esteemed  throughout  the  com- 
nuniity,  and  was  a  faithful  member  of  the 
Lyme  C'ongregational  church,  which  he  served 
as  deactin  many  years. 

Deacon  Jonathan  M.  Drury  married  first, 
March  17/1836,  Abigail  Maynard  Knowlton, 
who  was  born  in  Xewfane,  Vermont,  of  Revo- 
lutionary st(Kk,  her  Grandfather  Knowlton 
having  served  with  the  '*Knowlton  Rangers" 
in  the  struggle  of  the  colonies  for  independ- 
ence. Her  father,  Benjamin  Knowlton,  born 
August  3.  1782,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died 
at  a  good  old  age.  He  married  Olive  Stone; 
who  was  born  July  12,  1781.  The  first  wife 
of  Deacon  Jonathan  M.  Drury  died  May  8, 
1847,  leaving  three  children,  as  follows:  Ellen 
Maria ;  Caroline  Tryphena ;  and  John,  the  sub- 
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ject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch.  Deacon 
J.  M.  Drury  married  for  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Clarissa  Barnard  Wrisley,  who  was  born  in 
Shelburne,  Massachusetts,  August  12,  1810, 
and  died  in  Lyme  township,  December  20, 
1887.  Of  this  marriage  one  son  was  born, 
Myron  Maynard  Drury,  a  business  man  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  residing  in  Evanston,  Illinois. 
He  married  Ida  Osborn  and  they  have  four 
children:  Walter  M.,  Louise,  Burton  E.,  and 
Allen  B.  By  her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Cla- 
rissa Drury  had  two  sons:  George  A.  (now 
deceased)  and  Allen  B.  Wrisley,  both  promi- 
nent soap  manufacturers  of  Chicago,  where 
they  started  in  business  in  186 1-2. 

John  Drury  received  his  education  in  the 
public  and  high  schools  of  Bellevue,  later  com- 
pleting his  studies  in  Oberlin.  He  subse- 
quently taught  school  two  terms,  but  has  since 
been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Suc- 
ceeding to  the  ownership  of  the  home  estate, 
he  has  met  with  great  success  in  its  manage- 
ment, each  season  reaping  profitable  harvests. 
Mr.  Drury  has  been  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  in  1870,  Ida  M.  Cowle,  who  was 
born  September  12,  1846,  in  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Ford)  Cowle, 
natives  of  Devonshire,  England.  She  died 
February  4,  1887.  %  this  union  there  was 
one  child,  Edith  Ellen,  who  was  born  May  2^, 
1873,  and  died  August  16,  1873.  John  Drury 
married  second  Mrs.  Josephine  (Wright) 
Nims,  who  was  born  in  Groton  township,  Erie 
county,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Betsey  (Ford) 
Wright.  John  Wright  was  the  founder  of  the 
Wright  Banking  Company  of  Bellevue,  and 
its  president  until  his  death.  He  also  had  the 
distinction  of  being  the  largest  land  owner  in 
this  section  of  the  state. 

Both  of  John  Drury's  wives  were  grand- 
daughters of  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Ford,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  England  in  1833 
with  her  husband  and  eight  children — three 
sons  and  five  daughters — and  located  in  Gro- 
ton, Erie  county.  The  husband  died  a  few 
weeks  after  their  arrival  here,  leaving  Mrs. 
Ford  with  her  family  of  small  children.  But, 
being  a  woman  of  rare  ability  and  tact,  she 
took  possession  of  a  large  farm  and  success- 
fully carried  it  on,  improving  it  amid  the  dif- 
ficulties and  privations  of  that  pioneer  day. 
She  gave  all  of  her  children  a  good  education 
and  taught  them  to  live  exemplary  lives.  All 
grew  to  maturity,  married  and  left  families 
worthy  of  this  much  esteemed  woman. 

William  Nims,  first  husband  of  Mrs.  Drurv, 


was  bom  in  Groton  township,  a  son  of  Worth- 
ington  and  Betsey  (Barnard)  Nims,  and  died 
September  16,  1882.  By  her  first  marriage 
Mrs.  Drury  had  one  child,  Walter  Worthing- 
ton  Nims,  a  farmer  in  Lyme  township,  at 
Strong's  Ridge,  who  married  Mame  L.  New- 
ton and  has  one  child,  Marion  Nims,  bom 
January  i,  1909. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drury  are  members  of  the 
Lyme  Congregational  church,  in  which  both 
are  active  workers.  Mrs.  Drury  has  been  a 
teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  for  upwards  of 
twenty-five  years,  while  he  was  superintendent 
for  fifteen  years.  He  succeeded  his  father  as 
deacon  of  the  church,  has  served  as  trustee, 
and  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  clerk.  Looking  back  over  his  past  life, 
which  has  been  filled  with  earnest  endeavor, 
no  greater  praise  can  be  given  than  by  saying 
he  is  a  worthy  son  of  an  esteemed  father. 

John  SniLLiDAY.-^Worthy  of  note  in  this 
biographical  volume  is  John  Shilliday,  a  rep- 
resentative agriculturist  of  Edinburg,  Portage 
county,  and  one  who  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  chosen  vocation.  He  is  a  man 
of  energy,  enterprise  and  sound  judgment, 
showing  both  skill  and  wisdom  in  conducting 
his  business.  A  native. of  Canfield,  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  he  was  born  December  22,  1858, 
coming  from  substantial  Irish  ancestry.  His 
parents,  Alexander  and  Mary  (Bingham) 
Shilliday,  emigrated  from  Ireland  to  this  coun- 
try, locating,  first  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  from  there 
moving  to  Atwater,  Portage  county,  ^nd  later 
settling  permanently  in  Edinburg,  where  they 
bought  100  acres  of  land,  from  which  they 
improved  a  good  farm. 

Trained  to  agricultural  pursuits  while  a  boy, 
John  Shilliday  lived  with  his  parents  until  be- 
coming of  age.  Being  entirely  dependent  upon 
his  efforts  for  a  livelihood,  he  then  sought 
employment  as  a  farm  laborer,  and  for  nine- 
teen consecutive  years  worked  by  the  year  for 
Mr.  Anthony  Reed.  He  was  a  hard-working 
young  man,  and,  having  been  reared  to  habits 
of  economy  and  prudence,  he  saved  his  earn- 
ings, and  soon  after  his  marriage  bought  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies.  It 
contains  155  acres  of  land,  which  he  cultivates 
successfully,  the  rich  soil  responding  readily 
and  satisfactorily  to  his  methods  employed  in 
general  farming. 

On  March  i.  1905,  Mr.  Shilliday  married 
Maggie  Cullison,  and  they  have  one  son,  Ev- 
erett P.  Shilliday,  born  August  2,  1906.    Polit- 
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ically  Mr.  Shilliday  is  a  Republican,  and  relig- 
iously he  is  a  member,  and  a  trustee,  of  the 
Congregational  church. 

Frederick  Eugene  Griffin,  one  of  the 
best  known  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers  of 
Lorain  county,  former  county  commissioner 
and  successful  business  man,  is  a  descendant 
in  paternal  lines  of  sturdy  Scotch  ancestry, 
this  branch  of  the  family  tracing  their  line  to 
one  of  three  brothers  who  came  from  Scotland 
in  colonial  days  and  settled  in  New  York. 
Morris  Griffin,  the  grandfather  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  review,  was 
born  in  Dutchess  county.  New  York,  and  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  farmer,  and  there 
died  in  1827.  He  married  Maria,  daughter  of 
Samuel  Brownell.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  New  York  and  followed  droving  between 
that  city  and  the  west ;  he  died  in  Wyoming 
county,  New  York,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
After  the  death  of  Morris  Griffin,  in  1828,  his 
widow  married,  in  1834,  Paul  Nichols,  who 
later  died  in  Cayuga  county,  after  which  she 
came  to  live  with  her  son,  Frederick  A.  Grif- 
fin, in  Amherst  township.  Mrs.  Nichols  lived 
to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-two  years,  and 
died  in  Michigan  in  1887. 

Frederick  A.  Griffin,  father  of  Frederick  E., 
was  born  in  Dutchess  county,  New  York, 
March  5,  1824,  and  was  reared  in  part  in 
Cayuga  and  in  part  in  Dutchess  county.  He 
received  but  a  meagre  education,  but  made 
the  most  of  his  opportunities.  He  was  the 
only  child  of  his  parents  and  found  it  neces- 
sary to  begin  working  at  the  age  of  twelve 
years.  He  lived  on  a  farm  in  Cayuga  county 
until  1844,  when,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years, 
he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  locating  in 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  and  there 
worked  on  different  farms  until  the  time  of 
his  marriage.  After  his  marriage  he  rented  a 
farm  in  Amherst  township  for  three  years, 
when  he  removed  to  Erie  county,  remaining 
there  until  1852,  when  he  settled  on  160  acres 
of  wild  land  in  Russia  township,  Lorain 
county,  and  cleared  the  land,  successfully  car- 
rying on  farming  until  1878,  when  he  located 
in  Elyria  and  there  lived  retired  for  thirty 
years.  He  had  previously  purchased  other 
lands  in  Amherst  and  Russia  townships,  and 
his  holdings  were  quite  large.  In  October, 
1907,  Mr.  Griffin  purchased  a  farm  near  his 
sons,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  Decem- 
ber 19,  1909.  He  was  independent  in  politics 
and  a  strong  advocate  of  temperance  princi- 


ples. He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Elyria. 

On  September  4,  1846,  Mr.  Griffin  was  mar- 
ried in  Ridgeville,  Lorain  county,  to  Miss 
Bethia  L.  Jenne,  born  April  27,  1829,  a  native 
of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Ansel 
and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Jenne,  who  came  from 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  1818,  settling  first  in  Orange,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  and  in  Amherst  in  1841.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffin,  as 
follows:  Frederick  E.,  born  October  15,  1847, 
and  Charles  B.,  born  May  13,  1855,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Gawn  and  is  a  farmer  in  Amherst 
township. 

Frederick  Eugene  Griffin  was  born  in  Am- 
herst township,  Lorain  county,  October  15, 
1847,  ^"^  attended  in  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth  the  public  schools  of  his  township,  and 
was  reared  to  farming,  which  has  been  his  life 
work.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until 
shortly  after  his  marriage,  when  he  bought 
thirty-six  acres  adjoining,  his  father's  farm,  to 
which  he  added  from  time  to  time  as  he  was 
able,  and  now  owns  no  acres,  part  of  which  is 
located  in  Russia  township.  Mr.  Griffin  has 
followed  farming  in  general  lines,  and  is  a  well 
known  and  successful  breeder  of  Wilkes  and 
Hambletonian  breeds  of  horses  and  Shropshire 
Downs  registered  sheep.  He  is  up-to-date  and 
enterprising,  and  has  long  been  associated  with 
the  Lorain  County  and  Wellington  Agricul- 
tural Societies,  and  has  held  all  the  important 
offices  in  both.  He  is  now  vice-president  of 
the  Lorain  County  Agricultural  Society  and 
superintendent  of  the  horse  department  of  the 
Wellington  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  a 
member  of  Oberlin  Lodge,  No.  380,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  and  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of  Ober- 
lin. He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  Amherst,  and  has  for  many  years 
served  as  trustee.  In  political  views  Mr.  Grif- 
fin is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  long  taken 
a  deep  and  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
the  party.  He  has  served  as  township  com- 
mitteeman and  member  of  the  county  central 
committee ;  in  1893  ^^  ^^^  elected  county  com- 
missioner, taking  office  on  January  i,  1894, 
and  he  served  seven  years  continuously.  He 
is  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  is  a  friend 
to  progress  and  improvement. 

Mr.  Griffin  married,  December  6,  1868, 
Emma  Bassett,  born  in  Russia  township,  April 
26,  1847,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Emma  (Par- 
sons) Bassett  and  granddaughter  of  Nathan 
and  Sarah  (Standish)   Bassett.      Her    father 
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was  born  in  Chili,  Monroe  county,  New  York, 
March  10,  1820,  and  the  mother  in  Wiltshire, 
England,  July  28,  1819.  He  was  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Miles  Standish,  and  his  mother's 
ancestral  line  went  back  to  the  Mayflower  pas- 
sengers who  came  to  Massachusetts  in  1620. 
He  was  the  second  and  younger  son  of  Nathan 
and  Sarah  (Bridgewater)  Bassett,  who  came 
to  Russia  township  in  1834.  The  frame  house 
he  erected  still  stands.  Nathan  Bassett  was 
a  man  of  strong  vitality  and  possessed  mental 
powers  above  the  average ;  in  his  younger  days 
he  spent  seven  years  on  the  ocean,  in  the  serv- 
ice of  the  East  India  Company.  Mrs.  Charles 
Bassett  died  December  20,  1901,  and  he  re- 
sides with  his  youngest  son,  Harvey  L.,  in 
Oberlin.  Mr.  Griffin  and  his  wife  became  the 
parents  of  one  son,  Allen  E.,  born  April  7, 
1870,  now  book-keeper  for  the  Garford  Com- 
pany at  Elyria.  He  married  Helen  Eskert, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Carroll  E.  and 
Frances  E. 

James  Nicholl. — A  strong  and  noble  char- 
acter was  that  of  the  late  James  Nicholl,  whose 
death  occurred  at  his  home  in  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  on  July  26,  1909,  when  was 
thus  taken  from  the  community  one  who  had 
there  lived  from  his  childhood  days  and  who 
held  an  inviolable  place  in  the  confidence  and 
affectionate  regard  of  all  classes  and  conditions 
of  men.  He  exerted  an  emphatic  influence  in 
connection  with  business  and  civic  affairs  dur- 
ing the  course  of  a  long  and  significantly  suc- 
cessful career  and  he  gained  prestige  as  one  of 
the  essentially  representative  business  men  of 
the  historic  old  Western  Reserve.  His  success 
in  temporal  affairs  was  the  direct  result  of  his 
individual  ability  and  application,  and  he  ever 
stood  exemplar  of  that  integrity  of  purpose 
which  figures  as  the  plumb  of  character  and 
constitutes  the  metewand  of  popular  appro- 
bation and  esteem.  As  a  citizen  of  the  best 
type  and  as  a  man  honored  and  valued  in  all 
the  varied  relations  of  life  it  is  most  consonant 
that  he  be  accorded  a  tribute  in  this  publication 
devoted  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  its  people. 

James  Nicholl  was  born  at  Drummondsville, 
province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  September  15, 
1855,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Law- 
son)  Nicholl.  A  memoir  to  his  father  appears 
on  other  pages  of  this  volume,  and  in  view  of 
this  fact  further  review  of  the  family  history 
is  not  demanded  in  the  present  connection. 
James  Nicholl  was  a  child  of  four  years  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  from  Canada  to 


Brownhelm,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
father  became  superintendent  of  the  now 
famous  stone  quarries  of  Brownhelm  and  Am- 
herst. The  subject  of  this  memoir  gained  his 
early  educational  discipline  in  the  public 
schools  of  Brownhelm  and  later  supplemented 
tnis  training  by  a  course  of  study  in  St.  Cath- 
erine's Academy,  at  St.  Catherines,  Ontario, 
Canada.  At  an  early  age  Mr.  Nicholl  initiated 
his  association  with  the  practical  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  life,  finding  employment  in 
connection  with  the  work  of  the  quarries,  with 
whose  operation  his  father  was  identified  in  an 
executive  capacity,  as  already  noted.  Of  his 
connection  with  this  line  of  industry  the  fol- 
lowing pertinent  statements  have  been  written : 
**He  became  skillful  in  not  a  few  of  its  depart- 
ments and  familiar  with  all  its  details,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  a  valuable  assistant  in  the 
mechanical  development  of  the  quarries,  hav- 
ing been  thus  engaged  until  some  of  them  be- 
came foremost  in  extent  and  output,  as  well 
as  in  equipment,  among  the  great  sandstone 
quarries  of  the  world.  He  also  had  a  part  in 
the  merging  of  the  several  stone  companies 
with  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company,  in  which 
he  became  a  stockholder  and  of  which  he  was 
one  of  the  active  and  valued  superintendents 
for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death,  hav- 
ing been  incumbent  of  this  administrative  office 
at  the  time  when  he  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal.'*  Continuing  to  draw  from  the  same 
source  of  information,  there  is  found  a  deep 
human  note  that  shows  how  strongly  the  man 
appealed  to  the  regard  and  esteem  of  his  fel- 
low men,  and  the  words,  with  but  slight  para- 
phrase, are  well  worthy  of  perpetuation  in  this 
article:  "As  an  officer  he  was  valued  by  the 
company  and  esteemed  and  respected  and 
loved  by  his  men.  He  was  affable  to  all  and 
approachable  to  everyone.  None  had  a  deeper 
appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  honest  toil  and 
endeavor  and  none  placed  truer  valuations 
upon  men  and  affairs.  The  humblest  work- 
man addressed  him  as  *Ji"i*  ^^^  talked  with 
him  as  freely  and  as  familiarly  as  with  his 
companion  in4oil.  In  his  journeys  from  quarry 
to  quarry  no  vacant  seat  in  his  automobile  was 
refused  to  a  workman,  no  matter  how  stained 
with  the  dust  of  labor.  During  his  illness  his 
men  inquired  in  a  friendly  way  concerning,  him 
at  the  first;  then,  as  the  weeks  wore  on,  they 
became  anxious  and  solicitous,  as  they  feared 
that  'Jim'  would  never  be  among  them  again. 
They  recalled  many  of  his  kindnesses,  spoke 
appreciatively  of  his  worth  as  a  man  among 
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them  and  affectionately  of  him  as  a  friend.  The 
news  of  his  death  was  received  by  them  in 
silence.  It  seemed  that  every  man  had  to  feel 
the  solemnity  of  a  personal  loss  before  speak- 
ing of  or  even  changing  his  occupation." 

And  all  of  this  is  true  in  the  business  and 
social  community  in  which  he  had  many  im- 
portant relations.  There  were  few  who  had 
not,  at  some  time  or  other,  had  some  business 
transaction  with  him.  He  was  a  member  of 
several  of  the  fraternal  societies  of  the  town 
and  at  his  funeral  his  brethren  were  present, 
bearing  the  insignia  of  mournine  in  token  of 
their  sorrow.  Though  not  formally  a  member 
of  any  church  Mr.  Nicholl  had  a  deep  rever- 
ence for  the  spiritual  verities  and  for  more 
than  ten  years  prior  to  his  demise  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Amherst,  having  been 
president  of  the  board  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  token  of  respect  the  quarries  ceased  all 
operations  at  the  time  of  the  funeral  services, 
and  the  doors  of  the  local  business  houses  were 
closed.  His  work  well  done,  a  good  man  had 
passed  forward  to  the  "land  of  the  leal,"  and 
to  those  nearest  and  dearest  to  him  comes  a 
measure  of  consolation  and  compensation  in 
having  so  closely  touched  a  life  and  character 
marked  by  splendid  and  simple  nobility. 

Mr.  Nicholl  was  a  man  of  broad  mental  ken 
and  of  insistent  public  spirit,  so  that  he  ever 
showed  a  deep  and  helpful  interest  in  all  that 
touched  the  welfare  of  the  community.  He 
was  signally  true  to  all  civic  duties,  and  served 
as  trustee  of  Amherst  township  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education  of  Amherst.  He 
was  never  drawn  into  the  arena  of  "practical 
politics,"  but  gave  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the 
cause  for  which  the  Republican  party  stands 
sponsor.  In  addition  to  being  a  director  of  the 
Cleveland  Stone  Company,  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  directorate  of  the  Elyria  Savings  & 
Banking  Company  and  of  the  American  Chicle 
Company,  of  Xew  York  City. 

Mr.  Nicholl  was  essentially  tolerant  and 
kindly  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  and 
his  generosity  and  deep  human  sympathy 
found  exemplification  in  innumerable  deeds  of 
unostentatious  charity  and  benevolence,  known 
only  to  himself  and  the  recipients  of  his  largess 
and  sympathy.  He  "remembered  those  who 
were  forgotten."  and  many  are  they  who  thus 
hold  his  name  in  reverent  memory  in  the  com- 
munity which  so  long  represented  the  scene  of 
his  labors  as  one  of  the  world's  noble  army  of 
productive  workers.     He  achieved  large  and 


generous  success  and  left  to  his  family  a  large 
estate,  but  he  held  at  all  times  a  deep  sense  of 
his  stewardship,  realized  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities that  success  imposes,  and  he  will  be 
best  remembered  for  the  noble  thoughts  and 
noble  deeds  which  designated  the  man  him- 
self. He  never  had  aught  of  desire  to  enter  the 
white  light  of  publicity  or  personal  notoriety, 
and  his  deepest  interests  were  centered  in  the 
sacred  precincts  of  a  home  whose  relations 
were  of  the  most  idyllic  character  and  in  which 
bereavement  finds  its  chief  solace  in  the 
gracious  memories  that  there  abide. 

Mr.  Nicholl  was  an  appreciative  member  of 
the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternity,  in  which 
his  affiliations  were  with  Stonington  Lodge, 
No.  503,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons ;  Marshall 
Chapter,  No.  47,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Elyria 
Council,  No.  86,  Royal  and  Select  Masters; 
Elyria  Commandery,  No.  60,  Knights  Tem- 
plars; and  Al  Koran  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  was  also  identified 
with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  and 
not  only  were  these  various  fraternal  orders 
numerously  represented  at  his  funeral,  but 
each  of  the  several  bodies  passed  pertinent 
resolutions  of  sorrow,  respect  and  sympathy. 
The  preamble  and  resolutions  passed  by  Ston- 
ington Lodge,  No.  503,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  are  here  reproduced: 

Whereas,  The  all  wise  Father  of  mercy  and 
truth  has  in  his  wisdom  called  home  our  es- 
teemed brother,  James  Nicholl,  that  we  ac- 
knowledge the  dispensation  of  his  providence 
as  one  of  loss,  submitting  to  the  divine  will, 
knowing  all  his  ways  are  just,  and  that  we  sus- 
tain the  loss  of  a  worthv  brother. 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  our  sympathy  to 
family  and  friends  in  this  hour  of  sadness,  com- 
mending them  to  the  Father  above. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  printed  in  the  Amherst  Reporter  and  a  copy 
sent  to  the  bereaved  family. 

The  following  tribute  is  likewise  worthy  of 
perpetuation  in  this  brief  memoir: 

WnERE.\s,  It  is  with  heartfelt  sorrow  that 
the  members  of  Phoenix  Tent,  No.  42,  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees,  of  Amherst,  are  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  brother  and  a  charter 
member,  James  Nicholl,  whom  our  Heavenly 
Father  in  his  infinite  wisdom  has  taken  from 
our  midst,  therefore  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we  do  deeply  mourn  his  un- 
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timely  death  and  extend  our  heartfelt  sym- 
pathy to  the  bereaved  relatives  in  this  their 
hour  of  great  bereavement,  and  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  in  memory  of  our  departed 
brother  our  charter  be  draped  in  mourning  for 
a  period  of  thirty  days,  and  that  these  resolu- 
tions be  entered  on  our  records.  And  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions 
be  sent  to  the  bereaved  relatives  and  also  to  the 
Amherst  Reporter  for  publication. 

The  Amherst  Reporter  gave  the  following 
appreciative  estimate  after  the  remains  of  Mr. 
Nicholl  had  been  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cleveland 
street  cemetery,  at  Amherst :  "The  tribute  paid 
last  Wednesday  by  the  people  of  Amherst  and 
vicinity  to  the  memory  of  the  late  James 
Nicholl  was  a  sincere  expression  of  their  re- 
gard for  him.  His  whole  life  has  been  spent 
here  in  Amherst;  he  knew  everybody  and 
everybody  knew  him.  Anyone  could  come  to 
him  with  his  troubles  and  get  a  satisfactory 
answer.  One  of  the  noticeable  things  in  con- 
nection with  his  life, — and,  in  fact,  with  re- 
gard to  the  whole  Nicholl  family, — was  his 
loyalty  to  the  village  of  Amherst.  This  was 
his  home  town,  and,  no  matter  how  attractive 
might  be  life  in  the  citv,  the  town  of  Amherst 
was  good  enough  for  him.  Men,  women,  boys, 
girls  and  children  were  all  on  speaking  terms 
with  him  and  he  was  approachable  on  all  occa- 
sions. This  spirit  was  manifest  at  the  funeral, 
where,  in  the  arrangements  that  had  been 
made,  men  from  the  quarries  were  selected  to 
assist  in  carrying  out  the  obsequies, — true- 
hearted  men  who  had  grown  up  in  Amherst." 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say,  in  view  of 
what  has  preceded,  that  in  the  home  circle  the 
true  nobility  of  Mr.  Nicholl  found  its  apotheo- 
sis. Thus  at  this  time  there  can  be  no  desire 
to  lift  the  gracious  curtain  that  veils  the 
privacy  of  every  true  home,  the  only  reference 
to  the  domestic  life  of  the  honored  subject  of 
this  memoir  being  in  the  briefest  statement  of 
pertinent  facts. 

On  July  3,  1876,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Nicholl  to  Miss  Ella  Jane  Hutton, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Amherst,  being 
a  daughter  of  the  late  James  and  Mercy 
(Cobb)  Hutton,  of  this  place,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  England  and  the  latter  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Nicholl  is  a 
woman  of  gracious  personality  and  has  made 
the  appointments  and  refinements  of  her  home 
keep  pace  with  the  grbwing  prosperity  of  her. 
husband  as  the  years  passed,  all  the  while  tak- 


ing a  prominent  part  in  the  best  social  activi- 
ties of  the  community.  Concerning  the  chil- 
dren of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholl  the  following 
brief  data  are  entered:  Albert  H;  is  a  repre- 
sentative young  business  man  of  Amherst; 
James  R.,  who  is  identified  with  the  Amherst 
interests  of  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company, 
married  Miss  Mabel  White  and  they  have  one 
son,  James;  Jessie  M.  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Wesbecher,  of  Amherst,  and  they  have  two 
cnildren,— Dorothy  N.  and  Joseph  H. ;  Harry, 
who  married  Miss  Grace  Stiwald,  holds  a  re- 
sponsible position  with  the  Guardian  Savings 
&  Trust  Company,  of  Cleveland;  Dorothy  J. 
died  on  May  7,  1898,  at  the  age  of  three 
months ;  and  Russell  K. 


David  H.  Aiken. — It  has  been  given  Mr. 
Aiken  to  attain  success  and  prestige  as  one 
of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar  of 
his  native  county,  and  he  is  now  established  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Lorain,  where 
he  is  recognized  as  a  liberal  and  progressive 
citizen  and  where  he  has  various  capitalistic 
interests  of  important  order.  He  is  one  of 
the  able  representatives  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  the  bar  of  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve,  and  this  fact  is  the  more  gratifying 
to  note  when  it  is  stated  that  he  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of  this 
favored  section  of  the  Buckeye  state. 

Mr.  Aiken  was  born  on  the  parental  farm- 
stead in  Black  River  township,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  i6th  of  December,  1872,  and  is 
a  son  of  Irad  O.  and  Rose  F.  (Case)  Aiken. 
The  father  was  born  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin, 
in  1842,  and  was  a  son  of  William  H.  and 
Hannah  (Porter)  Aiken,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  a  son  of  Irad  O. 
Aiken  (ist),  who  was  likewise  born  in  Con- 
necticut, a  representative  of  a  family  of  Eng- 
lish lineage,  that  was  founded  in  New  England 
in  the  early  colonial  era  of  our  national  his- 
tory. Irad  O.  Aiken  (ist)  became  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  the  Western  Reserve,  where 
he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  pioneer  days,  and 
his  son,  William  H.,  was  a  boy  at  the  time  of 
the  family  removal  to  the  wilds  of  Ohio  and 
settlement  in  Cuyahoga  county,  whence  they 
later  removed  to  Amherst  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  Irad  O.  Aiken  and  his  wife 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives. 

William  H.  Aiken  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Lorain  county,  and  there  was  eventually  sol- 
emnized his  marriage  to  Miss  Hannah  Porter, 
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daughter  of  Richard  Porter,  another  of  the 
sterling  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He 
removed  to  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years,  within  which  his 
son,  Irad  C,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, was  born,  and  he  then  returned  with  his 
family  to  Lorain  county,  purchasing  a  farm 
in  Black  River  township,  where  both  he  and 
his  wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
secure  in  the  high  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
them.  Irad  O.  Aiken,  father  of  him  whose 
name  initiates  this  review,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Black  River  township,  and  there  his 
entire  active  career  was  one  of  close  and  suc- 
cessful identification  with  the  great  basic  in- 
dustry of  agriculture.  He  improved  one  of 
the  valuable  farms  of  Lorain  county,  was  a 
man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  town- 
ship, and  was  one  of  the  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  in  September,  1907,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  He  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  proclivities.  He  attended 
the  Methodist  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a 
member  and  has  long  been  identified  as  a  zeal- 
ous worker.  She  now  resides  on  a  farm  near 
Lorain,  Ohio.  David  H.  was  their  only  child. 
Mrs.  Rose  F.  (Case)  Aiken,  mother  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Amherst 
township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  the  year 
1848,  and  her  parents  were  numbered  among 
the  honored  pioneers  of  that  township,  whither 
they  immigrated  from  the  state  of  Connecticut. 

David  H.  Aiken  passed  his  boyhood  and 
early  youth  on  the  old  home  farm  in  Black 
River  township,  and  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  district  school  near 
his  home,  while  he  early  began  to  aid  in  the 
work  of  the  farm.  After  completing  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  local  school  he  continued  his 
studies  in  the  high  school  in  the  villag:e  of 
Amherst,  and  was  graduated  as  a  member  of 
the  class  of  1892.  He  thereafter  took  a  special 
course  of  study  in  Adelbert  College,  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  and  after  leaving  this  insti- 
tution he  was  matriculated  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Western  Reserve  University,  in  the 
same  city.  He  completed  the  prescribed  tech- 
nical course  and  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1894,  duly  receiving  his  well- 
earned  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  and  being 
admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native  state  in  June 
of  the  same  year. 

In  initiating  the  practical  work  of  his  chosen 
profession  Mr.  Aiken  located  in  the  attractive 
and  thriving  little  city  of  Lorain,  where  he 


became  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Johnston, 
Leonard  &  Aiken,  in  which  his  associates  were 
Charles  W.  Johnston  and  James  H.  Leonard. 
This  alliance  continued  for  one  year,  and  since 
that  time  Mr.  Aiken  has  conducted  an  indi- 
vidual practice  of  general  order.  He  has  well 
proved  his  powers  as  a  trial  lawyer  and  a  well 
fortified  counselor,  and  his  clientage  is  of 
representative  order,  drawn  to  him  by  reason 
of  his  ability  and  his  personal  popularity.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce, 
of  which  he  was  vice-president  in  1909,  and 
he  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Penfield  Ave- 
nue Savings  Bank  and  of  the  Wood  Lumber 
Company,  on  Penfield  avenue. 

In  politics  Mr.  Aiken  is  arrayed  as  a  stal- 
wart supporter  of  the  principles  and  policies 
for  which  the  Republican  party  stands  spon- 
sor; his  religious  views  are  in  harmony  with 
the  tenets  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
in  the  time-honored  Masonic  fraternitv  he  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the  An- 
cient Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  connec- 
tion he  is  identified  with  the  Lake  Erie  Con- 
sistory in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  His  York 
Rite  affiliations  are  in  his  home  city  and  in- 
clude membership  in  Holy  Rood  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar. 

In  1897  Mr.  Aiken  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ruby  B.  Rogers,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Willoughby,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Leona  Rogers.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Aiken  have  one  child — Mildred  B. 

Carlos  Coolidge. — Numbered  among  the 
highly  respected  and  valued  citizens  of  Lake 
county  is  Carlos  Coolidge,  who  was  born  on 
the  homestead  which  he  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies, in  1833,  being  a  son  of  Jonathan  Cool- 
idge, a  pioneer  settler  of  Perry  township.  He 
comes  of  substantial  New  England  stock, 
where  his  grandfather,  James  D.  Coolidge, 
won  the  distinction  of  shipping  the  first  bale 
of  hops  sent  from  the  United  States  to  Eng- 
land. 

Jonathan  Coolidge  was  born  and  bred  in 
Boxboro,  Massachusetts,  and  there  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cloth  dresser.  With  the  restless 
spirit  still  characteristic  of  the  youthful  Amer- 
icans, he  started  westward  with  his  family  a 
few  years  after  his  marriage,  in  search  of  a 
favorable  place  in  which  to  make  a  permanent 
location.  He  lived  for  a  while  in  Cattaraugus 
county.  New  York,  from  there  corning,  in 
1828,  to  Perry  township,  Lake  county,  where 
he  took  up  land,    improved    a    comfortable 
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homestead,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death, 
in  1876,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  He  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter, and  became  influential  in  public  affairs, 
serving  as  wreck  master,  notary  public  and 
coroner,  and  being  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Lake  County  Agricultural  Society. 

Jonathan  Coolidge  married,  in  1816,  Sarah 
Slocum,  of  Vermont,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  six  sons  and  four  daughters,  of  whom 
two  children  survive,  namely:  Carlos,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  brief  sketch;  and  Mrs.  O.  H. 
Perry,  of  Perry  township. 

Carlos  Coolidge  succeeded  to  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  parental  farm  of  thirty  acres,  and 
has  here  been  successfully  employed  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  during,  his  active  career, 
being  also  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  married, 
in  i860,  Lucy  Clark,  of  Geauga  county,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  as  were 
their  ancestors  for  several  generations.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Coolidge  have  two  sons  and  one 
daughter.  His  son  Jared  is  bringing  up  in  his 
pleasant  home  two  girls,  one  five  years  old 
and  the  other  seven,  taken  from  the  St.  Clair 
House  in  Cleveland. 

Eli  Webb  is  numbered  among  the  honored 
pioneer  residents  of  Portage  county  and 
among  those  who  have  developed  this  com- 
munity to  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  sec- 
tions of  the  commonwealth.  Although  many 
years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  in  Shalers- 
ville  township  and  he  is  one  of  the  largest  land- 
holders, his  birth  occurred  in  Columbiana 
county,  this  state,  December  18,  1825.  He  is 
a  son  of  Edward  and  Polly  (Davidson)  Webb, 
and  a  grandson  on  the  maternal  side  of  Phin- 
eas  Davidson.  Edward  Webb,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  was  from  Ireland,  and  he  died 
soon  after  his  marriage,  his  widow  subse- 
quently wedding  a  Mr.  Charlton,  and  she  lived 
near  Alliance,  Ohio.  Edward  Webb  and  Polly 
Davidson,  born  respectively  in  Hagerstown, 
Maryland,  and  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  married  in  the  latter  common- 
wealth, and  subsequently  became  residents  of 
Salem,  this  state,  from  whence  they  came  to 
Shalersville  township,  in  Portage  county,  in 
1834.  Mr.  Webb  was  a  miller,  blacksmith  and 
farmer,  and  although  he  became  a  land  owner 
here,  he  in  time  sold  his  property  and  moved 
to  Michigan,  spending  the  remainder  of  his 
life  there. 

Eli  Webb,  the  third  born  of  his  parents'  five 
sons  and  three  daughters,    remained    in    the 


parental  home  until  his  marriage,  and  in  1857 
he  bought  ninety- four  and  a  half  acres  of  land 
in  Shalersville  township.  This  formed  the 
nucleus  to  his  present  large  estate,  for  he  has 
kept  adding  to  his  original  purchase  until  the 
Webb  farm  at  the  present  time  contains  346 
acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land.  He  married, 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1850,  Mary  A.  Price, 
born  in  Franklin  township  to  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Wells)  Price,  the  father  from  Wales 
and  the  mother  from  Wellsville,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Webb  died  on  the  4th  of  November,  1884,  the 
mother  of  these  children:  Wellington  M.  and 
Manley,  both  Shalersville  township  agricul- 
turists ;  Lilly  L.,  the  wife  of  Herbert  Coats,  in 
Troy  township,  Geauga  county,  Ohio ;  Alta  M., 
her  father's  housekeeper,  is  the  wife  of  F.  L. 
Dorflinger,  and  has  two  children,  Frank  Wel- 
lington and  Hazel  Tina ;  and  Clara  A.,  wife  of 
Will  D.  Hudson,  of  Ravenna  township,  has 
one  son,  Webb  Hudson.  Mr.  Webb  is  perhaps 
one  of  the  best  known  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
this  portion  of  Portage  county,  and  his  name 
is  traced  on  the  pages  of  its  agricultural  his- 
tory. 

Martin  Gross. — Beginning  life  for  himself 
with  no  other  capital  than  a  quick,  active  brain, 
willing  hands  and  a  courageous  heart,  Martin 
Gross  has  steadily  climbed  the  ladder  of  prog- 
ress, and  now,  as  head  of  the  Gross  Lumber 
Company,  of  Bellevue,  Huron  county,  holds  a 
position  of  note  among  the  capable  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  was  born  July  i,  1843,  in  Oberneisen, 
province  of  Nassau,  Germany,  which  was  like- 
wise the  place  of  birth  of  his  father,  Willean 
Gross. 

A  lifelong  resident  of  Germany,  Willean 
Gross  learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver  when 
young,  and  followed  it  in  his  native  city  dur- 
ing his  active  life.  He  died  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-nine  years,  having,  lived  a  long 
and  useful  life.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Katherine  Fitz,  spent  her  entire  life  of 
four  score  years  in  Oberneisen,  and  there 
reared  her  five  children,  namely:  John,  Will- 
iam, Elizabeth,  Katherine  and  Martin.  John, 
the  oldest  child,  served  during  the  Civil  war 
in  the  Second  United  States  Infantry,  and  is 
now  retired  at  Cottonwood  Falls,  Kansas. 
William,  the  second  son,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Bellevue,  Ohio. 

Attending  school  in  the  fatherland,  Martin 
Gross  subsequently  there  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  three  years  at  the  cabinet  maker's  trade. 
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In  i860,  ambitious  to  see  more  of  the  world, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
New  York  City,  from  there  going  to  Roches- 
ter, Xew  York,  on  his  arrival  finding  his  capi- 
tal diminished  to  the  small  sum  of  t\ventv-five 
cents.  Seeking  a  boarding  place,  he  found  a 
lady  who  was  sufficiently  interested  in  him 
to  secure  him  a  position  at  his  trade.  He  re- 
mained there  six  months,  receiving  four  dol- 
lars and  a  half  a  week  wages,  and  then  came 
to  Belle\'ue,  Ohio,  arriving  here  with  seventy- 
five  cents  in  his  pocket,  his  fortune  having 
trebled  itself  in  that  brief  time.  Not  finding 
work  at  his  trade,  he  entered  the  employ  of  a 
farmer,  and  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  August  9,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  One  Hundred  and  Seventh  Ohio  \'ol- 
unteer  Infantry.  Going  to  Cleveland.  Mr. 
Gross  went  from  there  with  the  regiment  to 
Kentucky,  thence  to  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  sub- 
sequently accompanying  his  comrades  to  Fair- 
fax Court  House,  Virginia,  remaining  in  that 
place  until  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  when 
his  regiment  formed  the  rear  guard  of  the 
Union  army.  Going,  then  into  winter  quarters 
at  Brooks  Station,  he  remained  there  until 
spring,  when  an  active  campaign  was  begun. 
At  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Mr.  Gross 
was  severely  wounded,  and  after  being  in  the 
hospital  six  months  was  transferred  to  the 
Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  with  it  took  part 
in  various  campaigns  and  eng:agements,  in- 
cluding the  battle  of  Fort  Stevens.  He  was 
subsequently  on  duty  in  Washington,  D.  C 
for  many  months,  and  often  saw  Prosidont 
Lincoln,  and  has  a  viviil  recollection  of  the 
intense  excitement  throughout  the  city  the 
night  that  he  was  shot,  Mr.  (iross  being  at  the 
theater  at  the  time  of  the  shooting.  Mr. 
Gross  was  subsequently  on  guard  at  the  office 
of  President  Johnson,  and,  one  ilav  when 
he  was  pacing  back  anil  forth  in  the  rain.  Mr, 
Johnson  called  out  of  the  window  and  told 
him  to  go  under  the  portico.  An  army  otVicor. 
making  his  appearance,  asked  why  ho  was 
there.  "By  order  of  the  president.*'  ho  ropliod. 
On  Jime  29,  i8(>5,  ho  was  honorably  dis 
charged  from  the  service,  liavinii  spout  noarl\ 
three  vears  in  the  arniv. 

Returning  then  to  Hellovno,  Mr.  i  iross 
began  life  anew,  and  for  two  \oars  wa^  oin 
ployed  at  his  trade.  In  18(7,  in  company  with 
John  S.  Wise,  he  opened  a  furniture  luanu 
factory  and  store,  and  contimiod  the  bu^i^o^s 
until  1881,  when  the  partner.^^hip  was  dissolved. 
Embarking  then  in  the  lumber  l)usiness.  Mr. 


Gross  has  met  with  signal  success,  building 
up  an  extensive  and  profitable  trade.  In  1898 
the  Gross  Lumber  Company  was  organized, 
with  Mr.  Gross  as  president,  and  is  doing  an 
immense  business,  its  lumber  yard  being  one 
of  the  best  equipped  of  any  on  the  line  of  the 
Nickel  Plate  Railroad. 

In  1866  Mr.  Gross  married  Henrietta  Engel, 
who  was  bom  in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where  her 
father.  Christian  Engel,  was  an  early  settler, 
coming  here  from  Germany,  his  native  coun- 
try'. Seven  children  have  been  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gross,  namely:  Louisa,  Lizzie,  Min- 
nie, Katie,  WilHam  G.,  Martin  F.,  and  Charles 
A.  Louisa,  wife  of  T.  F.  Mularky,  has  three 
children,  Xorma.  Ruth  and  Agnes.  Lizzie, 
wife  of  W.  Kramer,  has  three  children,  Karl, 
Ellen  and  Florence.  Minnie  married  Gus 
Josenhans,  and  they  have  one  child,  George. 
Katie,  wife  of  J.  Briehl,  has  three  children, 
Martin,  Charles  and  Joseph.  William  G.  mar- 
ried Estella  Cooley.  Martin  F.  married  Etta 
Brickman,  and  they  have  one  .son,  Paul. 
Charles  A.  married  Mamie  Long.  Mr.  Gross 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Abraham 
Lincoln,  while  in  the  army,  but  since  1872  has 
been  identified  with  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  been  prominent  in  public  affairs,  having 
served  as  trustee  of  L\-me  township  for  twenty 
years,  as  treasurer  of  the  township  five  years, 
and  as  a  member  of  the  Belle\'ue  City  Council 
three  tenns.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Bellevue 
Savings  Rank  and  a  stockholder  in  various 
concerns.  l-Vatemally  he  belongs  to  the  C.  C. 
(lambior  Post.  Xo.  33,  G.  A.  R.,  and  to  the 
Masonic  order:  to  Belle\*ue  Lodge,  No.  123, 
1.  O.  l^.  F. :  to  the  Eden  Encampment;  and 
Knh  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Daughters  of  Rebekah.  Religiously  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gross  are  conscientious  members  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church,  and  have  reared 
their  children  in  the  same  faith. 

CoMMoix>Rr.  Wiii-iAM  R.  HuxTiXGTON,  oue 
kA  tho  well  known  citizens  oi  Elyria,  descends 
on  tho  paternal  side  from  an  honored  English 
family.  Uis  ^roat-sirandfather,  William  Hunt- 
inj^.ton.  was  an  avlmiral  kA  the  British  navy,  and 
his  jLi rand  father.  Hugh  Huntington,  was  a  pro- 
lessor  i>f  thoolojL^y  in  Preston  College,  England. 
John  1  l\u\tinj;ton.  tho  father  of  Commodore 
W  illiam  K..  was  born  in  the  city  of  Preston, 
I'liijlaiuK  March  S,  1S3J.  and  there  on  Decem- 
ber ,*5.  185.?.  ho  marriovl  Jane  Beck,  who  was 
luun  \\\  Avvrington  of  that  country  October 
15,  iS^.v     In  ihe  year  following  their  marriage 
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they  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  John  Huntington  be- 
came an  influential  citizen.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  one 
of  the  largest  stockholders  of  the  Cleveland 
Stone  Company  and  was  a  large  owner  of  lake 
vessels.  From  1859  until  1873  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cleveland  city  council,  and  he  was 
prominent  in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  thirty-second  degree,  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar and  a  Shriner,  and  he  died  on  the  loth 
of  January,  1893,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
April  8,  1882. 

William  R.  Huntington,  born  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  September  3,  1857,  graduated  from  the 
Cleveland  high  school  and  the  Spencerian 
Business  College  of  that  city,  and  in  1878  he 
was  appointed  deputy  treasurer  of  Cuyahoga 
county,  his  services  continuing  until  1882.  At 
that  time  he  acquired  an  interest  in  the  Mc- 
intosh-Huntington Hardware  Company,  of 
Cleveland,  but  this  he  relinquished  in  1884  to 
look  after  his  outside  interests.  Three  years 
later  he  entered  active  business  again  and  con- 
tinued for  five  years.  He  came  to  Elyria  in 
1896,  and  at  that  time  he  again  practically 
retired  from  active  business  pursuits,  although 
at  present  he  is  connected  with  the  F.  B. 
Stearns  Company,  manufacturers  of  high 
grade  automobiles,  and  is  also  a  director  in 
the  Elyria  Telephone  Company  and  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Hygienic  Ice  Company,  of  Elyria. 
He  was  for  six  years  fish  and  game  commis- 
sioner of  Ohio,  under  the  administrations  of 
Governors  Campbell,  McKinley  and  Bush- 
ncU ;  was  commodore  of  the  Inter-Lake  Yacht- 
ing Association  in  1901,  this  association  com- 
prising all  the  yacht  clubs  on  the  Great  Lakes ; 
and  is  at  the  present  time  and  has  been  for 
three  years  commodore  of  the  Sandusky  Yacht 
Club.  He  is  a  Shriner,  a  Knight  Templar  and 
a  Thirty-second  degree  Mason,  is  a  life  mem- 
ber and  was  four  times  exalted  ruler  of  the 
local  lodge  of  Elks,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Maccabees  fraternities 
and  of  the  United  Commercial  Travelers. 

Commodore  Huntington  married.  January 
22,  1884,  Mary  E.  Baldwin,  from  Houston, 
Texas,  bom  there  June  19,  1864,  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Lillian  Elizabeth,  was  born  to  them  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1895. 

Benjamin  Taylor. — With  the  closing,  of 
the  first  decade  of  the  twentieth  century,  100 
years  will  represent  the  period  during  which 
the  Taylor  family  name  has  been  identified 
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with  the  history  of  Portage  county,  and  the 
subject  of  this  review,  one  of  the  honored  citi- 
zens and  progressive  agriculturists  of  Hiram 
township,  now  owns  and  resides  upon  his  fine 
farm  which  was  secured  by  his  father  in  the 
year  18 10,  at  which  time  this  now  favored  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Reserve  was  practically 
a  sylvan  wilderness.  Representatives  of  this 
sterling  family  have  contributed  materially  to 
the  civic  and  industrial  development  of  Port- 
age county,  and  it  is  most  consistent  that  in 
this  publication  due  consideration  be  accorded 
the  family. 

Benjamin  Taylor  was  born  on  his  present 
homestead,  in  Hiram  township,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of  Elisha  and 
Aurilla  (Dyke)  Taylor,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on  the  ist 
of  April,  179^2,  and  the  latter  in  Vermont,  on 
the  14th  of  April,  1812.  EHsha  Taylor  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1875,  ^"^  his  wife  passed  away  on 
the  6th  of  November,  1895,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-three  years.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  at  Shalersville,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1842.  Elisha 
Taylor  came  to  the  Western  ReserVe  in  18 10, 
when  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  in  that 
year  he  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Benjamin  Taylor.  He  found  Cleveland  a  pio- 
neer hamlet  of  a  few  log  houses,  and  much 
of  the  site  of  the  present  populous  and  beauti- 
ful city  was  then  a  veritable  swamp.  From 
Cleveland  he  made  his  way  on  foot  to  his  des- 
tination in  Portage  county,  and  he  carried  on 
his  back  a  feather  bed,  which  he  had  brought 
from  the  east.  In  the  early  days  he  was  com- 
pelled to  go  to  Cleveland  for  salt  and  other 
necessities,  and  for  the  salt  he  paid  at  the  rate 
of  fifteen  dollars  a  barrel.  His  various  com- 
modities were  transported  to  his  home  on  his 
back,  and  on  one  occasion  he  thus  bore  a  log 
chain  and  nine  drag-teeth,  weighing  forty- 
. three  pounds  in  all.  A  part  of  this  ancient 
chain  is  still  in  the  possession  of  his  son,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  When  Elisha  Taylor 
located  in  Hiram  township  there  were  only 
eleven  families  settled  within  its  borders,  and 
the  only  highways  were  the  trails  marked  by 
blazed  trees.  After  locating  in  Ohio  he  made 
three  trips  on  foot  to  his  old  home  in  the  east. 
He  was  a  son  of  Baldwin  Taylor,  who  removed 
from  Maryland  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in 
which  state  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life 
Elisha  Taylor  reclaimed  his  farm  from  the 
forest,  and  here  he  and  his  wife  passed  the 
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remainder  of  their  lives,  secure  in  the  respect 
and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children,  of  whom 
two  are  living. 

Benjamin  Taylor  was  afforded  the  advan- 
tages of  the  district  schools  of  Hiram  town- 
ship, and  continued  his  studies  during  the  win- 
ter terms  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  has  devoted  his  entire  active  career  to 
farming  and  stock-growing  and  has  remained 
continuously  on  the  fine  old  homestead,  of 
which  he  has  been  the  owner  since  a  boy.  He 
is  a  loyal  and  liberal  citizen,  and  while  he  has 
never  sought  public  office  he  gives  a  stanch 
support  to  the  principles  and  policies  of  the 
Republican  party. 

On  the  26th  of  May,  1875,  Mr.  Taylor  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Bennett,  of 
Hiram,  who  was  born  at  Troy,  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  October,  1857,  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Maroa  (Rose)  Bennett,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  the  state  of  New 
York  and  the  latter  in  Geauga  county.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  are:  Frank 
Klisha,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  November  17, 
1876,  and  on  the  20th  of  December,  1896,  in  . 
Hiram  township,  he  married  Miss  Libby  Ben- 
nett, who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
and  they  have  had  three  children — Florence, 
born  October  2^,  1902;  Alice,  born  January 
14,  1905;  and  Leola,  who  was  born  July  12, 
1907,  and  died  November  30,  1908.  Thurston 
Taylor  was  born  September  16,  1878,  and,  De- 
cember 24,  1902,  he  married  Miss  Vera  Tay- 
lor, of  Bainbridge,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one 
child,  Olive  Gertrude,  born  July  i,  1905 ;  Arlie 
Ezra  Taylor  was  born  March  7,  1883,  and  on 
the  5th  of  September,  1906,  he  married  Miss 
Violet  Rose,  of  Burton,  Ohio;  Elta  Glenn  Tay- 
lor, lK)rn  October  13,  1884,  married  Miss 
Amelia  Kaizer,  of  Berea,  Ohio,  on  the  21st  of 
September,  1907,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Jessie  Aurelia,  born  March  24,  1908;  Charles 
Taylor,  born  June  30,  1886,  now  lives  in  Wash- 
ington state ;  and  Carl  Sidney  was  born  Octo- ' 
bcr  27,  1892. 

JosKPH  Richardson  Millkr,  son  of  James 
and  Mary  Ann  (Young;)  Miller,  was  born  in 
Winlaton,  county  Durham,  England,  January 
14,  1843,  at  which  place  James  Miller  owned 
and  operated  an  iron  foundry.  In  1845  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  located  at 
Philadelphia,  and  later  at  Pittsburp^,  Pennsyl- 
vania, rcmaininjf  until  1850,  when  he  went  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  died    soon    after. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  had  six  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  the  others  are:  Ellen, 
who  married  Charles  Folsom  and  died  in  Min- 
nesota in  1859 ;  William  J.,  of  Oeveland,  Ohio ; 
Joseph  R.  and  Jane  B.,  who  reside  in  Amherst. 

Joseph  R.  Miller  lived  with  his  mother  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning 
the  blacksmith  trade  with  James  Gawn,  of 
North  Amherst;  after  sj)ending  two  years  in 
this  position  he  conducted  the  shop  two  years 
on  his  own  account.  Shortly  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Batter>-,  but  was  not 
accepted,  and  afterwards  spent  six  months  at 
Oberlin  Academy.  He  then  removed  to  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  two 
years,  afterward  returning  to  Amherst,  where, 
in  April,  1863,  he  married  \'andelia  S.  War- 
ner, daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  War- 
ner, and  went  to  live  on  his  father-in-law's 
farm  (which  farm  he  afterwards  purchased 
and  has  owned  and  operated  ever  since).  His 
wife  died  eighteen  months  later,  leaving  no 
children. 

In  1878  he  married  (second)  Helen  Adaline 
Monger,  daughter  of  Joel  and  Sarah  (Dean) 
Monger,  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Amherst 
when  she  was  an  infant.  Mrs.  Miller  died 
October  26,  1907.  To  this  union  were  born 
seven  children,  namely:  Joseph  R.,  of  Pitts- 
burg, married  Edna  More;  Mary  A.,  William 
A.,  at  home ;  Jane  H.,  married  S.  D.  France,  of 
New  York  City :  Norman  B.  and  Gamaliel  R., 
at  home;  and  Helen,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Clarence  E.  Van  Deusen,  A.  B.,  LL.  B. 
— Prominent  among  the  leading  attorneys  of 
Lorain  county  is  Clarence  E.  Van  Deusen, 
A.  B.,  LL.  B.,  a  broad-minded,  cultured  man 
of  high  mental  attainments,  who  has  achieved 
deserved  success  both  as  an  educator  and  as 
-a  lawyer,  and  is  now  actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  law  in  the  citv  of  Lorain.  He  was 
born  June  18,  1878,  at  Hinckley,  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  grandfather.  Rush  L. 
Van  Deusen,  was  a  pioneer  settler,  and  which 
was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  N.  L. 
Van  Deusen. 

The  descendant  of  a  Dutch  family  of  note. 
Rush  L.  Van  Deusen  Was  born  in  New  York 
state,  and  there  spent  his  early  years.  Mi- 
grating when  young  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
he  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land  in  Medina 
county,  and  in  the  years  that  ensued  contrib- 
uted his  full  share  towards  advancing,  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  that  part  of  Ohio. 
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Succeeding  to  the  free  and  independent  oc- 
-cupation  to  which  he  was  born  and  bred,  N.  L. 
Van  Deusen  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Me- 
dina county,  where  he  is  now  extensively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  and  horticultural  pur- 
suits, having  a  well  improved  farm  and  an 
extensive  nursery. '  He  married  Emma  Q. 
Barber,  who  was  born  in  Lakewood,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  John  Barber. 

Receiving  better  educational  advantages 
than  most  of  the  farmers'  sons  of  his  day, 
Clarence  E.  Van  Deusen  received  his  diploma 
at  the  Hinckley  high  school  in  1893,  and  in 
1896  was  graduated  from  the  academic  de- 
partment of  Baldwin  University,  in  Berea, 
Ohio,  where,  four  years  later,  he  completed 
the  classical  course,  receiving  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  in  1900.  Still  pursuing  his  studies,  he 
was  graduated  from  the  Cleveland  Law  School 
in  1903,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.,  and  at  the 
same  time  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar.  Mr. 
Van  Deusen  immediately  located  in  Lorain 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  The 
following  year,  however,  he  accepted  the  chair 
of  mathematics  in  the  Central  State  Normal 
School  in  Pennsylvania,  and  filled  the  position 
with  great  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  pleas- 
ure of  all  concerned.  In  1904  Mr.  Van  Deu- 
sen returned  to  Lorain,  and  for  a  time  was 
secretary,  treasurer  and  lecturer  in  the  Lorain 
Business  College,  but  has  since  devoted  his 
lime  and  energies  to  his  legal  work. 

On  September  2,  1909,  Mr.  Van  Deusen 
married  Margaret  C.  Richards,  a  teacher  in 
the  Lorain  city  schools. 

Charles  Andrew  Howell,  a  prominent 
farmer  and  citizen  of  Nelson  township,  Port- 
age county,  is  fully  worthy  of  a  place  in  a 
history  of  the  Western  Reserve,  both  because 
-of  his  honorable  standing  and  the  pioneer  char- 
acter of  his  ancestry,  as  well  as  the  leading 
identification  of  his  wife's  family  with  the 
early  development  of  that  section  of  northern 
Ohio.  Mr.  Howell  himself  was  born  in  Nel- 
son August  22,  1843,  and  comes  of  good 
New  England  patriotic  stock,  his  great-grand- 
father serving  in  the  Revolutionary  army. 
His  father,  John  Howell,  was  a  native  of 
Belleville,  New  Jersey,  born  September  15, 
1806,  and  on  June  30,  1833,  he  married  Cath- 
erine Wakely,  a  daughter  of  John  Wakely.  In 
1836  he  brought  his  family  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve, journeying  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to 
Buffalo,  thence  by  Lake  Erie  to  Fairport  (now 
Painesville),  and  thence  by  stage  to  Nelson. 


He  established  a  homestead  upon  which  he 
and  his  wife  spent  their  remaining  years,  the 
father  dying  July  10,  1874,  and  the  mother, 
March  9,  1879.  Both  are  buried  in  the  Nelson 
cemetery,  as  the  faithful  and  honored  parents 
of  nine  children.  John  Howell  was  a  shoe- 
maker and  worked  at  his  trade  at  Nelson  Cen- 
ter for  about  thirty  years.  Charles  A.  was 
reared  on  the  old  Nelson  township,  and  on 
December  30,  1874,  a  few  months  after  his 
father's  death,  married  Edna  Cathaline 
Wright,  daughter  of  the  late  Lyman  Thomas 
and  granddaughter  of  Jabez  Wright,  pioneers 
of  Portage  county,  the  latter  coming  to  Nelson 
township  when  a  man  past  middle  age,  about 
a  year  before  the  arrival  of  the  Howells.  The 
only  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  Howell 
was  born  in  the  present  family  home  Novem- 
ber I,  1887,  and  on  November  18,  1908,  she 
married  Archie  Leroy  Lewis,  of  Nelson,  born 
February  8,  1886. 

Mrs.  Howell  was  born  July  8,  1856,  at  In- 
dependence, Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  about  ten 
miles  south  of  Cleveland,  and  was  brought  by 
her  parents  to  her  present  home  when  but  two 
months  old.  She  received  her  education  in 
Nelson  Center,  passing  through  both  the  dis- 
trict and  high  schools,  and  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Howell  occurred  at  Ravenna,  Ohio,  when 
she  was  only  eighteen  years  of  age.  Jabez 
Wright,  her  grandfather,  who  was  of  Welsh 
ancestry,  was  bom  in  1776,  and  in  1814,  after 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Polly  Hamilton,  left  his 
Massachusetts  home  and,  with  his  family^  re- 
sided in  New  York  for  a  period  of  about 
twenty-one  years.  They  then  started  for  the 
Western  Reserve,  traveling  by  way  of  the  Erie 
canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Painesville  and  (by 
the  old  Warsaw  stage  road)  to  Nelson  Center. 
Taking  up  land  in  the  township,  he  cultivated 
and  improved  the  farm  on  which  both  he  and 
his  wife  died — the  latter,  January  20,  1852, 
and  the  former,  June  24,  1863 — both  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  rural  cemetery  at  Nelson.  Their  . 
five  children  were  reared  in  Nelson  township. 

Lyman  Thomas  Wright,  Mrs.  Howell's 
father,  was  born  in  Tolland,  Hampden  county, 
Massachusetts,  March  10,  1810,  and  came  with 
the  family  to  Nelson  township  in  1835.  He 
succeeded  to  the  occupation  in  which  he  was 
reared,  and  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in 
that  part  of  Portage  county  until  his  death, 
June  29,  1883.  He  married  Miss  Olive  Eliza- 
beth Alford,  daughter  of  Levi*  and  Edna 
(Conant)  Alford,  pioneers  of  this  part  of  the 
county.     She  was  born  January  8,  1815,  and 
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had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first  white 
female  child  born  in  Windham  township.  The 
parents  of  Levi  Alford  were  Elijah  and  Olive 
Alford,  and  Mrs.  Edna  Conant  Alford  was  a 
daughter  of  Thatcher  and  Elizabeth  Conant. 
Mrs.  Howell's  mother  died  on  the  home  farm 
in  Xelson  township,  September  14,  1896.  being 
buried  beside  her  husband  at  Xelson  Center. 
The  first  white  child  bom  in  Xelson  township 
was  Harmon  Mills,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Howell.  The  foregoing  conclusively  indicates 
that  the  Wrights  have  a  strong  claim  to  promi- 
nence in  anv  historv  of  the  Western  Reserve 
dealing  with  Portage  county. 

Dr.  Willi.vm  E.  Wheatlev,  official  surgeon 
for  the  Xational  Tube  Company,  of  Lorain, 
and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  representatives  of 
his  profession  in  that  section  of  the  state,  is  a 
native  of  Gloucestershire,  England,  although 
he  has  been  a  resident  of  the  \Vestern  Reserve 
since  earlv  childhood.  He  was  bom  Tulv  i^, 
1871,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  L.  C.  S.  A. 
(Collins)  Wheatley,  natives  of  Broadway, 
Worcestershire,  England. 

William  Wheatley  and  his  family  came  to 
the  Cnited  States  in  1873,  settling  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  the  parents  now  reside.  Dr. 
^\^^eatley  there  spent  his  boyhood  and  attended 
the  public  and  high  schools.  I^ter  he  attended 
the  medical  department  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve University,  where  he  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1894,  after  which  he  immediately  en- 
tered Charity  Hospital  in  Cleveland  as  interne. 
He  remained  there  until  October,  1895.  ^vhen 
he  began  private  practice  in  Cleveland.  In 
1898  Dr.  Wheatley  became  house  surgeon  in 
Lakeside  Hospital  in  Cleveland,  which  post  he 
filled  until  May,  1899,  ^"^  ^^^^"  spent  another 
year  in  private  practice.  In  1900  Dr.  Wheatley 
received  the  appointment  to  the  position  now 
held  by  him.  The  Xational  Tube  Company 
employs  10,000  workmen,  and  he  and  his  assist- 
ants give  them  medical  and  surgical  attention 
when  they  need  it.  Aside  from  his  duties  in 
this  connection  he  is  surgeon  for  the  Lorain 
Hospital  and  consulting  surgeon  at  the 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Elyria,  and  also  has  a 
large  private  practice  in  surgery  exclusively. 
He  stands  very  high  in  his  profession,  and  his 
advice  is  widely  sought  in  difficult  cases.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Countv,  State  and  Amer- 
ican  medical  societies.  In  1901  Dr.  Wheatley 
went  abroad  and  spent  six  months  in  study 
in  the  hospitals  of  \'ienna,  Austria,  renowned 


throughout  the  world.  Fraternally  he  belongs 
to  Woodward  Lodge.  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons.  Holyrood  Commandery  and 
Lake  Erie  Consistory,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  director  of 
the  City  Bank  Company  of  Lorain. 
.  Dr.  \\'heatley  married  in  September,  1902, 
Anna,  daughter  of  Watkins  Y.  Williams,  for- 
mer superintendent  of  the  Bessemer  depart- 
ment of  the  Xational  Tube  Company,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Anna  Alh-ne,  six  vears  of 
age:  William  Edgar,  Jr.,  four  years  old;  and 
Aldyhe,  aged  two  and  a  half  years. 

Luther  Andrew  Reed  was  bom  in  Frank- 
lin township.  Portage  county,  August  11,  1844, 
and  his  life  thus  far  on  its  journey  has  been 
identified  with  this  countv  and  its  interests. 
His  parents,  James  H.  and  Tursey  (Scranton) 
Reed,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Scranton, 
also  had  their  nativity  in  Portage  county,  and 
after  their  marriage  they  located  in  Franklin 
township,  near  Brady  Lake,  where  the  Scran- 
tons  owned  a  great  deal  of  land,  and  they  sub- 
sequently lived  and  died  there. 

Luther  A.  Reed  was  the  sixth  bom  of  their 
six  sons  and  six  daughters,  and  he  continued 
in  the  parental  home  until  enlisting  for  the 
Civil  war  on  February  24,  1865.  He  became 
a  member  of  Company  L  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-eighth  \'olunteer  Infantr}-,  which  was 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  and 
he  continued  with  his  command  until  the  fol- 
lowing September,  when  the  war  closed  and 
he  returned  to  his  liome.  He  still  continued 
on  his  father's  homestead  three  vears  after  his 
marriage,  and  then  moving  to  Kent  was  for 
fourteen  years  engaged  in  the  grocery,  produce 
and  feed  business  there.  Then  selling  that  in- 
dustry he  with  M.  G.  Xorton  opened  a  roller 
skatinq:.  rink  in  Greenville,  Pennsvlvania,  but 
two  years  later  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
that  business  and  returned  to  his  father's  farm, 
and  after  three  years  there  bought  sixty  acres 
of  land  on  the  southern  line  of  Shalersville 
township  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention  to 
his  farming  pursuits.  He  has  served  two 
years  each  as  president  and  vice  president  of 
the  Portage  County  Horticultural  Society. 

Mrs.  Reed  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lu- 
cretia  Kendice,  and  they  were  married  on 
October  21,  i8('x).  She  was  born  in  Ravenna 
township,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Rinehart)  Kendice,  the  father  from  Germany 
and  the'  mother  from  Indiana.  Their  children 
are  Lena  G.,  the  wife  of  F.  W.  Clemens,  of 


(u/&^ 


?n^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1291 


Ravenna  township,  and  Clifford,  of  the  city  of 
Ravenna.  Mr.  Reed  in  politics  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party. 

Frank  A.  Knapp. — Prominent  among  the 
active  and  progressive  business  men  of  Belle- 
vue  is  Frank  A.  Knapp,  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  local  telephone  company,  and 
vice  president  of  the  F*irst  National  Bank  of 
Bellevue,  in  which  he  is  also  a  director,  and 
one  of  the  directorate  of  the  Ohio  State  Life 
Insurance  Company  of  America.  A  son  of  the 
late  Frank  Knapp,  he  was  born,  March  29, 
1865,  in  Michelfeld,  Germany,  where  the  early 
days  of  his  childhood  were  spent. 

Bom  in  Kapel  Rodex,  Germany,  Frank 
Knapp  learned  the  trade  of  a  tailor  when 
young.  He  subsequently  entered  the  German 
army,  in  which  he  served  six  years,  from  1865 
imtil  1871,  covering  the  period  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  war.  In  1871.  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  children,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years,  was  engaged  in  the  tailoring  busi- 
ness in  Bellevue,  Ohio.  His  wife,  Christina 
Schween,  was  born  in  Michelfeld,  Germany, 
and  died  in  Bellevue,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
nine  years,  leaving  two  sons,  namely:  John, 
residing  in  Portland,  Oregon :  and  Frank  A., 
the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Acquiring  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Bellevue,  Frank  A.  Knapp  began  life  as  a 
wage-earner  when  but  thirteen  years  old,  en- 
tering the  drygoods  establishment  of  Smith  & 
Ureen,  remaining  until  the  dissolution  of  the 
firm,  fifteen  months  later.  He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  clerk  with  the  firm  of  Hilbish, 
Harsch  &  Co.,  which  was  soon  changed  to 
Harsch,  Leinbaugh  &  Wolfrom.  with  which  he 
was  connected  twelve  years.  Forming  a  co- 
partnership then  with  Fred  Wolfrom.  Mr. 
Knapp  succeeded  to  the  business  of  his  former 
employers,  becoming  junior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Wolfrom  &  Knapp.  Selling  his  in- 
terest in  the  firm  at  the  end  of  six  vears,  he, 
with  C.  R.  Callaghan,  organized  the  Bellevue 
Home  Telephone  Company,  one  of  the  most 
beneficial  enterprises  ever  promoted  in  the  city. 
Beginning  on  a  modest  scale,  with  but  few 
subscribers,  the  company  rapidly  increased  its 
business,  each  week  establishing  communi- 
cation with  more  residences  and  more  business 
houses,  and  after  a  time  purchased  the  line  of 
the  Huron  Telephone  Company.  Encouraged 
by  its  great  success,  the  company  then  bought 
and  consolidated  the  telephone  lines  of  Huron, 


Erie,  Seneca  and  Crawford  counties,  and  when 
the  new  company  was  organized  under  its 
present  name  of  the  Local  Telephone  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Knapp  was  made  its  president  and 
general  manager.  Under  his  able  manage- 
ment the  company  has  met  with  almost  phe- 
nomenal success,  new  telephones  being  con- 
stantly installed,  and  its  miles  of  wires  ex- 
tended throughout  the  Reserve,  communication 
being  established  in  villages,  cities  and  towns, 
proving  a  boon  to  the  farming  communities  as 
well  as  to  the  larger  and  more  populous  places. 
Mr.  Knapp  married,  in  1889,  Lena  C.  Sutter, 
who  was  born  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  J.  J.  and  Magdalena  (Hoff- 
man) Sutter.  Five  children  have  been  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp,  namely:  Magdalena, 
Stella,  Winnifred,  Alice  and  Frances.  A  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  Mr.  Knapp  has  filled 
many  positions  of  trust  and  responsibility,  hav- 
ing been  clerk  of  Lyme  township ;  a  member  of 
the  city  council ;  a  trustee  of  the  public  library.; 
and  was  postmaster  from  1902  until  1908, 
when  he  resigned  in  order  to  devote  his  entire 
time  to  the  development  and  promotion  of  his 
telephone  business. 

Herbert  Marshall  D(X)little,  of  Paines- 
ville,  is  a  member  of  the  widely  known  hard- 
ware firm  of  Doolittle  Brothers  Company,  and 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  that  city.  He 
represents  a  family  which  is  first  anciently 
identified  with  England,  then  with  the  early 
colonial  history  of  New  England  and  lastly 
with  the  pioneer  times  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
The  surname  of  the  family  had  its  origin  in 
Normandy  and  was  not  known  in  England  un- 
til after  the  conquest  of  1066.  The  Anglicised 
spelling  endeavored  to  imitate  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  ancient  Norman,  among  its  early 
forms  being  De  iDolieta  and  DieLitell.  When 
the  family  name  was  introduced  to  New  Eng- 
land by  Abraham,  in  1640,  it  had  been  modified 
to  Dowlittell.  In  the  year  named  Abraham 
Dowlittell  arrived  at  either  Plvmouth  or  Salem, 
Massachusetts,  and  then  journeyed  through  the 
wilderness  of  southern  New  England  until  he 
reached  the  settlement  of  New  Haven.  He  had 
married  Joane  Allen,  daughter  of  James  Allen, 
of  Kempston,  Bedfordshire,  England,  and  after 
he  fixed  the  familv  home  at  the  Connecticut 
town  he  became  a  man  of  public  consequence. 
He  was  chosen  a  deputy  to  the  general  colonial 
assembly  which  met  at  Hartford,  serving  thus 
for  seven  terms :  served  as  selectman  of  his 
home  town  for  many  consecutive  year*    said 
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was  long  engaged  in  details  of  local  and  co- 
lonial government.  Mr.  Dowlittell  married  as 
his  second  wife,  in  1663,  Abigail  Moss,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Moss,  who  died  at  New  Haven  in 
1707,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  107  years. 
Abraham  Dowlittell  has  other  claims  to  local 
prominence,  as  he  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
the  town  of  Wallingford  in  1672;  was  one  of 
the  committee  to  fix  the  boundary  between  the 
two  towns  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  in 
King.  Philip's  war  of  1675  served  as  sergeant 
and  as  a  member  of  the  colonial  vigilance  com- 
mittee. He  is  buried  at  Wallingford  and  his 
grave  is  marked  by  a  rough  field  stone  about 
a  foot  high  and  a  few  inches  thick,  upon  which 
are  inscribed  the  initials  of  the  deceased,  age, 
date  of  death,  etc.  Tracing  the  family  line 
through  seven  generations  many  names  of 
prominence  are  found  in  every  honorable  call- 
ing, but  want  of  space  brings  the  writer  to  Joel 
Doolittle,  grandfather  of  H.  Marshall,  who  was 
a  leading  member  of  the  Vermont  bar  and  for 
several  years  a  judge  of  the  state  supreme 
court.  John  Titus  Doolittle,  his  son,  was  born 
at  Middlebury,  that  state,  on  November  13, 
181 1,  graduated  in  the  college  at  that  place, 
class  of  1834,  and  studied  law  in  his  father's 
office.  He  moved  to  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
in  1837;  there  married  Miss  Ann  M.  Marshall, 
a  native  of  Colebrook,  Connecticut;  held  the 
office  of  city  magistrate  for  twenty-seven  years, 
and  died,  after  a  long  and  honorable  career, 
on  August  12,  1871.  Mrs.  John  T.  Doolittle 
was  a  woman  of  more  than  ordinary  culture 
and  retained  to  the  last,  in  a  remarkable  degree, 
her  youthful  vivacity  of  spirits. 

H.  Marshall  Doolittle,  son  of  J.  T.  Doolittle, 
was  born  in  Painesville,  November,  1853.  Since 
1 87 1  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  iron  and  hard- 
ware business,  being  in  Cleveland  many  years 
with  the  firm  of  Cleveland,  Brown  &  Co.  and 
later  with  the  Bowen-Fuller  Company  as  sec- 
retary. In  1899  the  Doolittle  Bros,  purchased 
the  hardware  business  of  C.  O.  Child  in  Paines- 
ville and  in  1904  the  business  was  incorporated 
under  the  style  of  The  Doolittle  Bros.  Company 
and  for  years  has  been  recognized  as  a  leader 
in  the  mercantile  field  of  Lake  county.  Mr. 
Doolittle's  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Bella  Irene 
Pratt,  also  a  native  of  Painesville,  daughter  of 
Pliny  Pratt,  an  early  resident  of  that  city.  They 
have  one  child,  Marshall  Charles,  now  ( 1909) 
thirteen  years  of  age. 

Charles  Edward  Doolittle,  the  eldest  son  of 
John  T.  Doolittle,  served  in  the  Civil  war  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Regiment,  Company 


D.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Hamilton,  Canada,  where  he  is  a  man  of  promi- 
nence in  the  iron  business,  being  vice  president 
of  the  Hamilton  Steel  &  Iron  Company.  He 
married  Miss  Juliet  Wilcox,  daughter  of  Aaron 
Wilcox,  a  prominent  banker  of.  Painesville,^ 
Ohio.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  chil- 
dren :  Juliet  W.,  Charles  M.,  Wilcox  and  Elsie. 

Robert  Eugene  Doolittle,  brother  of  the  fore- 
going and  partner  in  the  Doolittle  Brothers 
Company,  was  born  in  Painesville,  December 
I,  185 1,  and  married  Miss  Alice  S.  Andrus,  at 
Elyria,  January  8,  1873.  They  have  two  sons 
— Charles  Henry,  connected  with  the  railway 
mail  servfce  at  Cleveland,  and  Harold  Medoris,. 
a  professor  on  the  faculty  of  Baylor  University, 
Dallas,  Texas.  The  daughter,  Mary  Edith, 
died  in  1883  when  four  years  of  age.  A  sister, 
Mary  Edith  Doolittle,  who  was  born  at  Paines- 
ville April  17,  1859,  was  married  at  that  place 
in  1890  to  Isaac  K.  Pierson,  who  was  killed  in 
Honduras  in  July,  1908,  being  thrown  from  a 
horse  while  on  a  surveying  trip. 

Mark  R.  Doolittle,  an  uncle  of  the  Doolittle 
brothers,  was  an  old  settler  and  a  highly  hon- 
ored character  of  Painesville.  He  was  born  at 
Middlebury,  Vermont,  August  30,  1834;  came 
to  Painesville  in  1845  and  on  September  4,. 
1847,  married  Miss  Alta  Parsons  Briggs,  a 
native  of  Erie  county.  New  York,  and  a  lady 
of  much  culture.  For  a  number  of  years  Mr. 
Doolittle  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Painesville  Telegraph,  and  after  the  election 
of  Harrison  was  appointed  postmaster,  holding 
that  ofiice  four  years.  His  wife  died  on  De- 
cember  21,  1908,  and  five  months  later  he 
passed  to  the  better  life.  The  deceased  was 
an  Odd  Fellow  for  more  than  half  a  century,, 
and  his  funeral  was  largely  attended  by  mem- 
bers of  that  fraternity,  as  well  as  by  his  other 
numerous  and  warm  friends. 

JOSEPH  J.  Rice,  one  of  the  venerable  and 
most  highly  respected  citizens  of  Amherst 
township,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth 
(Uhlry)  Rice,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania.  September  17,  1828, 
and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides  when 
he  was  six  months  old.  His  father, 
Joseph  Rice,  was  a  son  of  John  Rice,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  French  descent.  Joseph  Rice  and 
his  wife  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1829  drove  to  Lorain  county,  settling 
in  Amherst  township,  on  sixty  acres  of  wild 
timber  land.    He  died  in  1835,  and  his  widow 
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lived  thirty-five  years  longer  on  the  homestead. 
They  had  four  children,  namely:  Henn',  who 
died  in  Wisconsin ;  Peter,  who  died  in  Oberlin, 
Ohio ;  Samuel  B.,  who  died  in  California ;  and 
Joseph  J. 

Joseph  J.  Rice  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
since  he  was  a  year  old,  and  has  always  worked 
on  it  since  he  was  old  enough  to  do  so.  In  1849 
he  took  a  trip  through  the  middle  western 
states,  spending  about  a  year  away  from  home, 
and  then  returned.  His  share  of  the  homestead 
was  about  fifteen  acres,  and  he  purchased  the 
remainder  from  his  brothers;  he  kept  adding 
to  his  land  as  he  was  able,  and  now  owns  be- 
tween 150  and  200  acres.  Aside  from  some 
fifty  acres  of  timber  land,  the  farm  is  all  under 
cultivation.  In  1836  his  brothers,  Henry  and 
Peter,  established  a  foundry  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  plows  and  other  agricultural  imple- 
ments, one  of  the  very  first  to  be  located  in  that 
portion  of  the  state.  In  1849  ^^  went  into  part- 
nership with  the  others,  and  a  few  years  later 
purchased  their  interest,  since  which  time  he 
has  carried  on  the  enterprise,  independently. 
His  honest  made  Rice  plow  has  won  a  well  es- 
tablished reputation  throughout  the  country. 
Since  the  location  of  stone  quarries  in  the  re- 
gion, Mr.  Rice  has  made  many  castings  for  the 
work  of  quarrying.  He  is  an  enterprising,  in- 
dustrious farmer  and  business  man,  and  has 
met  with  great  success  in  all  his  enterprises. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  matters, 
and  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  Mr. 
Rice  completed  his  home  in  187 1. 

Mr.  Rice  married,  October  29,  1857,  Emily 
Josephine  Cook,  born  in  Delaware  county,  Xew 
York,  February  4,  1839,  daughter  of  Lewis  R. 
and  Emeline  (Remington)  Cook,  also  of  Dela- 
ware county;  her  grandparents,  Joseph  Cook, 
and  Daniel  and  Nancy  (Rich)  Remington, 
were  from  Vermont.  Lewis  R.  Cook  and  his 
wife  came  to  Nor  walk,  Ohio,  in  1844.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  carpenter,  and  subsequently 
moved  to  Amherst  township,  where  he  lived  on 
a  farm  until  his  death,  November  10,  1878;  his 
widow  died  June  24,  1894.  Mr.  Rice  and  his 
wife  have  three  sons,  namely:  Arthur  J.,  of 
Amherst  township ;  Virgil  E.,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
a  florist;  and  Tracy  J.,  a  musician,  of  Cleve- 
land. All  of  the  sons  received  their  education 
at  Oberlin,  and  are  valued  and  esteemed  citi- 
zens. 

Carrie  Chase  Davis,  M.  D.,  of  Sandusky, 
is  one  of  the  leading  women  practitioners  of 
the  Western  Reserve  and  she  is  also  prominent 


as  a  woman  suffragist  of  the  west.  She  was 
bom  at  Castalia,  Ohio,  August  13,  1863,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Robert  and  Sarah 
Ann  (Chase)  Davis.  Her  father  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  bom  February  14,  1824,  and  be- 
came well  known  as  a  leading  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  near  Sandusky.  He  w-as  also  one  of  the 
period,  his  home  being  one  of  the  best  known 
stations  on  the  Underground  Railway  between 
the  States  and  Canada.  He  was  a  highly  edu- 
cated man,  a  student  of  Oberlin  Collie  and  a 
Congregationalist  of  earnest  con\nctions  and 
wide  influence. 

The  Chases  who  are  of  the  rnatemal  side  of 
the  Doctor's  family  are  of  ancient  English 
origin.  The  first  to  emigrate  to  America  w^as 
William  Chase,  born  about  1595,  who  accom- 
panied Governor  Winthrop  to  Massachusetts 
in  1630,  and  settled  at  Yarmouth.  \'arious 
facts  connected  with  his  life  in  this  country  are 
obtained  from  the  town  and  church  records  on 
file  in  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Among  other 
interesting  items  is  an  account  of  a  singular 
malady  which  affected  his  wife,  Mary  Chase^ 
which  Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes  has  de- 
scribed in  one  of  his  characteristic  letters,  as 
well  as  her  restoration  to  health.  As  described 
in  the  original  account:  **She  had  a  paralitik 
humor  which  fell  into  her  backbone  so  she 
could  not  stir  her  body,  but  as  she  was  lifted. 
It  filled  her  with  great  torture,  and  caused  her 
backbone  to  go  out  of  joint  and  bunch  out. 
From  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  which  in- 
firmity she  lay  four  and  a  half  years:  and  a 
great  part  of  the  time  she  was  a  sad  spectacle 
of  pain  and  misery.  But  it  pleased  God  to 
raise  her  again,  and  she  bore  children  after  it.'* 
The  details  regarding  the  life  of  Mrs.  William 
Chase  are  incomplete.  It  is  known  that  she 
came  from  England  with  her  husband,  bore 
him  a  number  of  children  and  died  at  Yar- 
mouth, Massachusetts,  in  1659. 

William  Chase,  son  of  the  original  Amer- 
ican emigrant,  was  born  in  England  about 
1622,  and  came  to  Yarmouth  with  his  parents. 
From  him  the  direct  line  of  descent  is  through 
John  Chase  (HI),  Isaac  Chase  (IV),  Isaac 
Chase  (V),  Obadiah  Chase  (VH,  Elvin  Chase 
(VII)  and  Henry  Nichols  Chase  (VIII)  to 
Sarah  Ann  Chase,  the  mother  of  Dr.  Davis. 
Of  those  John,  Isaac  (IV)  and  Isaac  (V) 
were  born  and  died  at  Yarmouth,  Massachu- 
setts. Obadiah  Chase,  mentioned  above,  served 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  the  records 
showing  that  on  May  i,  1760,  he  passed  muster 
for    the    company    comman'l  ''~»otain 
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HirhstT'l  R(^»,,  oi  Innrhf...  i/Aim-..  NV*-  York: 
*lv/  fh;it  h'':  >'rrv^/!  ;rj  tb<r  RevoIutir/rAr/  war 

fr//rri  that  r//<jn^v,  c//frimand^d  bv  CV>IoneI 
\\tuf'i  ljuU:nU/Ti,  lifrnrv  SichoU  Cha^e  wa^ 
U/ffi  at  K/mt,  .'wry/  VV/rk,  March  30,  1818.  and 
di#'/l  at  H/inVmcW  Mill,  .Sanduikv  countv.  Ohio, 
July  3/,  1867,  He  wa«»  tn2iitrn2i\  grandfather 
to  />>r,  I>avi-,  and  '^/ne  of  the  nvr^t  'Ul^ritantiai 
(iim'St*.  of  that  part  of  the  We-tern  Reserve, 
owning  </nc  of  the  fir-,t  milU  ^/perated  by  water 
l^fW^-r  near  Castalia.  ile  married  Mary  *  Chap- 
rnafi;  Waller  on  June  6.  1840,  his  wife  ^^ing 
fx/rn  April  14,  18^/;,  and  died  at  Attica,  Ohir^. 
/w'hniary  22,  1856,  Sarah  Ann  Char>e.  the 
cl/lent  of  their  three  children,  was  lx>rn  near 
('a«»talia,  ^Jhio,  Se|>teml>f:r  13,  1841,  and  by 
her  marriage  to  Th^/mas  R^^jert  iJavis.  Octo- 
J;i'r  2<^<i,  '^S'yf  l>''came  the  mother  of  two 
children,  of  wh^mi  I  Jr.  Davis  was  the  elder. 
The  other  slaughter,  May  Davis,  a  physician, 
wa*  lx;rn  at  Castalia,  April  5.  1866,  and  mar- 
ried Arthur  iJenoni  Haker  at  Wa-Keenev,  Kan- 
wiH,  May  8,  1888.  They  are  the  parents  of 
four  children.  Mr.  I'aker  has  for  twenty  years 
beefi  ansistant  superintendent  of  the  National 
Zo/ilogical  Park  at  Washington,  D.  C.  The  in- 
htitution  sent  him  in  1909  to  British  East 
Africa  on  an  expeditirm,  where  he  met  ex- 
I 'resident  Rorjsevelt,  and  from  where  he 
brought  back  many  kinds  of  wild  animals  for 
the  ;5oo.    He  in  a  widely  known  scientific  man. 

The  Davis  family  left  Ohio  in  1868,  settling 
at  l'»k;omington,  Illinois,  so  that  the  daughters 
could  have  good  school  advantages.  The 
mother  flied  in  that  city  and  the  father  took  the 
girls  to  Missouri,  where  they  grew  up  at 
Unionville,  Putnam  county.  Kach  taught 
cotuitrv  school,  later  attended  a  normal  insti- 
tute  and  became  successful  in  the  educational 
field.  At  a  still  later  date  they  removed  to 
Kansas,  where  the  girls  liomesteaded  a  tract 
(»f  government  land. 

Dr.  Davis  received  her  education  as  a  teacher 
at  Stansberry,  Missouri,  and  the  State  Normal 
Scli(M»l  at  lMnp(»ria,  Kansas,  after  which  she 
pursued  a  cntirsc  in  the  medical  deparlnient  of 
ll(»war<l  University,  Washington.  I).  ('.  She 
taught  school  until  i8(;3,  but  after  her  gradua- 
tion in  medicine  in  i8<;<;  commenced  practice 
at  Sandusky,  ller  professional  education  was 
thorotigh  and  practical,  and  included  not  only 
nu'dical  lectures  but  experience  as  a  resident 
nhysician  in  the  Philadelphia  Lying  In  Charity 
llospital.  l''or  the  past  (locade  she  has  steadily 
pn)>;ressed,  professionally,  and  has    also    be- 


come widely  rcC'j^nizitd  is  a  champion  of 
won:er/=  Tzzbz.^,  cspeciaZj  in  tfac  maner  of  ob- 
tair.rnz  the  prhrle^c  cf  suffrage.  Dr.  £>avis  is 
a  ItiAir^  zTjtzrJbier  of  die  Elrie  County  Medical 
Society,  of  which  she  has  been  secretary,  and  is 
als.0  actively  idcntine*!  whh  the  Ohio  State  and 
the  Arr.erican  Medical  Associations.  Her 
prominence  as  a  snnragist  is  further  indicated 
by  the  fact  that  f«>r  a  ni::inber  of  years  she  held 
the  positk'H  of  recording  secretary-  of  the  Ohio 
Woman  Suffrage  Association.  She  is  president 
of  the  Civic  Club  of  Sandusk>-.  as  well  as  a- 
member  of  the  board  of  managers  of  the  Rest 
Room,  and  from  the  records  which  have  al- 
ready been  given  of  her  family  it  is  plainly  evi- 
dent why  she  has  been  admitted  to  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  -\merican  Revolution.  Dr.  Davis 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
enjoys  a  broad  and  high  standing  in  the  social, 
moral  and  religious  circles  of  the  city. 

Edward  A.  Dougl.\s. — The  exacting  duties 
of  the  office  of  count>-  recorder  of  Lorain  coun- 
ty are  at  the  present  time  judiciously  entrusted 
to  Edward  A.  Douglas,  whose  administration 
has  been  efficient  in  every  respect,  so  that  he 
has  not  been  denied  the  full  measure  of  popu- 
lar commendation.  He  is  one  of  the  popular 
young  men  of  Lorain  county  and  has  won  of- 
ficial preferment  through  his  own  sterling  char- 
acter and  executive  abilitv. 

Edward  A.  Douglas  was  born  at  Derry, 
Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  Feb- 
ruary I,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  James  A.  and 
Lydia  A.  (Blair)  Douglas,  both  of  whom  were 
likewise  born  in  the  old  Keystone  state.  The 
father  was  a  valiant  soldier  of  the  Union  in  the 
Civil  war,  having  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  \'olunteer  Infantry,  and  having 
also  been  assigned  to  the  cavalry  and  artillery 
arms  of  the  service.  After  the  war  he  was  in 
the  service  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  while  thus  engaged  he  was  killed  in 
an  accident,  in  1872.  His  widow  is  now  resid- 
ing at  Indiana.  Pennsylvania.  The  subject  of 
this  review  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  state  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age, 
and  thereafter  he  attended  the  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Orphans'  school  at  Uniontown,  Penn- 
sylvania, until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  when  he  began  to  learn  the  art 
of  telegraphy,  in  which  he  became  a  skilled 
operator.  In  1895  ^^^-  Douglas  came  to  Ohio 
and  located  at  Lorain,  where  he  secured  a  po- 
sition with  the  predecessor  of  the  present  Na- 
tional Tube  Company.     He  held  a  responsible 
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position  with  that  company  until  July  31,  1909, 
when  he  resigned  the  incumbency  of  chief  clerk 
of  the  steel  department.  Upon  his  retirement 
from  this  position  the  men  of  his  department 
gave  evidence  of  their  esteem  and  regard  by 
presenting  to  him  a  very  handsome  gold  watch. 

In  November,  1908,  as  the  regular  candi- 
date on  the  Republican  ticket,  Mr.  Douglas  was 
elected  recorder  of  Lorain  county,  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  He  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
office  on  September  i,  1909,  after  the  resig- 
nation of  his  position  with  the  National  Tube 
Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Elyria  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce,  is  identified  with  various  fra- 
ternal and  social  organizations,  and  is  well 
known  to  the  people  of  the  county  in  which 
he  has  maintained  his  home  for  nearly  a  decade 
and  a  half. 

On  October  18,  1898,  Mr.  Douglas  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Grace 
Boyden,  daughter  of  Henry  T.  Boyden,  one  of 
the  venerable  and  honored  citizens  of  Elvria. 

Hiram  L.  Dodge  has  long  been  one  of  the 
most  influential  residents  of  this  section  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  he  also  claims  the  honor 
of  being  a  representative  of  one  of  the  earliest 
and  best  known  of  the  pioneer  families  of  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Dodgeville  in  New 
Lyme  township,  January  11,  183 1,  a  son  of 
Jeremiah  and  Harriet  (Jackson)  Dodge,  and  a 
grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  Eusebius 
Dodge.  The  last  named  was  one  of  a  company 
of  ninety  who  traded  their  homes  at  Lyme, 
Connecticut,  for  land  here,  and  they  named 
their  new  location  in  honor  of  their  old  home. 
Eusebius  Dodge  received  1,200  acres  of  land 
here  and  $1,200  in  money  in  exchange  for  his 
Connecticut  land,  and  his  brother  Edward  C. 
settled  two  miles  west  of  him  in  Rome  town- 
ship, the  present  home  of  his  son  Jeremiah. 
The  name  of  Dodgeville  was  soon  given  to  this 
community,  and  the  town  of  Brownsville,  one 
mile  further  east,  was  for  a  time  in  strong  com- 
petition. Lake  &  Carpenter  started  a  store 
at  Dodgeville  about  1827,  which  was  purchased 
in  the  following  year  by  Jeremiah  Dodge,  and 
it  has  since  remained  in  the  Dodge  family. 
Eusebius  Dodge's  father  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  and  Eusebius  was  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  18 12,  and  they  died  in  Rome  township,  the 
father  when  eighty-one  or  eighty-two  years  old, 
and  thev  are  both  buried  in  the  New  Lyme 
cemetery. 

Jeremiah  Dodge  became  in  time  one  of  the 
most  prominent  cattle  dealers    of    Ashtabula 


county.  He  was  the  first  to  introduce  Durham 
cattle  here,  and  in  the  early  days  he  took  a 
drove  of  work  oxen,  containing  from  100  to 
125  head,  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  to  supply  the 
new  arrivals  there.  He  also  drove  stock  over 
the  mountains  to  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
and  he  exhibited  extensively  at  local  and  state 
fairs.  He  also  became  quite  well  known  as  a 
breeder  of  sheep,  and  by  subsequent  purchases 
he  became  the  owner  of  1,200  acres  of  land,  the 
old  homestead  thereon  having  recently  burned. 
During  the  early  days  of  his  mercantile  venture 
Mr.  Dodge  hauled  goods  with  ox  teams  from 
Pittsburg,  and  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  he 
turned  the  store  over  to  his  sons,  John  and  Cal- 
vin. He  also  owned  and  operated  for  many 
years  a  water  power  saw-mill,  with  a  capacity 
of  2,000  feet  a  day,  and  he  was  a  director  of  the 
Farmers  Bank  at  Ashtabula.  In  politics  he 
was  first  a  Whig  and  later  a  Democrat.  He 
was  called  to  his  final  rest  when  just  past  his 
eightieth  year,  and  his  wife  died  six  years  later, 
when  eighty-five  years  of  age.  They  reared 
a  family  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters, 
namely :  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
five  years ;  Calvin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
nine;  Hiram  L.,  mentioned  below;  Lucinda, 
who  married  Harry  Wilcox ;  Nancy,  the  wife 
of  J.  H.  Baldwin ;  Joannah,  who  married  A.  R. 
Beckwith,  and  she  is  the  only  one  of  the  daugh- 
ters now  living,  her  home  being  in  Jefferson; 
Temperance^  who  married  Perry  Hyde;  and 
Olive,  who  married  Edward  Betts,  of  Ash- 
tabula. 

When  advancing  age  caused  the  retirement 
of  Jeremiah  Dodge  from  mercantile  pursuits 
and  the  taking  over  of  the  business  by  his  two 
sons,  Hiram  L.  Dodge  began  clerking  for  his 
brothers,  and  about  the  year  of  i860  bought  the 
store,  conducting  it  for  four  years  in  associa- 
tion with  his  brother-in-law,  A.  R.  Beckwith, 
while  during  the  past  seven  years  it  has  been 
in  charge  of  others,  but  Mr.  Dodge  still  owns 
the  store.  In  earlier  years  black  salts  was  one 
of  the  principal  features  of  this  business,  his 
father  having  employed  four  teams  constantly 
to  haul  the  ashes  for  its  manufacture.  After 
a  time  the  manufacture  of  cheese  became  the 
leading  department  of  the  business,  and  the 
store  is  yet  a  great  center  for  cheese  and  but- 
ter. Mr.  Dodge  now  owns  from  600  to  700 
acres  of  land  in  Ashtabula  county,  and  al- 
though  closely  allied  with  his  extensive  busi- 
ness interests  he  has  also  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs  and  served  his  township 
as  a  treasurer  for  tvventv-seven  vears  and  for 
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thirtv  vears  was  treasurer  of  Xew  Lvme  In- 
stitute. 

He  married  on  October  2";,  i860,  Mary 
Westcott,  a  daughter  of  Rufus  and  Anna 
<  Richmond;  Westcott,  and  a  granddaugh- 
ter on  the  maternal  side  of  the  Rev.  Edmund 
Richmond,  a  Baptist  minister,  who  traded  his 
property  at  Otsego,  Xew  York,  for  land  in 
Rome  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and 
coming  here  later  moved  to  Sheffield  town- 
ship, where  he  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  He  preached  for  many  years  in  the 
church  at  Sheffield,  and  now  lies  buried 
there.  Three  sons  of  Rev.  Richmond,  Judah 
L.,  Charles  and  Cyrus,  also  became  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  of 
his  other  children:  David  went  to  Missouri; 
Edmund  died  in  the  west;  and  Susan  is  the 
widow  of  Richmond  Dodge,  and  she  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  this  family  and 
lives  at  Dodgeville.  To  Mr.  H.  L.  Dodge  and 
his  wife  have  been  born  three  sons:  Warren, 
a  lumber  dealer  in  Ashtabula ;  Charles,  a  state 
bank  examiner  and  a  resident  of  Conneaut; 
and  Jay,  who  is  in  business  with  his  brother 
Warren  in  Ashtabula.  Mr.  Dodge  has  long 
been  associated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  for  thirty  years  served  as  the  treasurer  of 
Symbol  Lodge  of  that  order. 

LuMAN  T.  Nelson. — An  extensive  and 
progressive  agriculturist,  and  a  njan  of  solid 
worth,  Luman  T.  Nelson  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  his  pleasant  vocation  on  one  of  the 
most  desirable  farming  estates  in  Shalersville 
township.  It  contains  156  acres  of  fertile 
land  under  excellent  cultivation,  and,  with 
its  substantial  set  of  buildings  and  their  neat 
and  tasteful  surroundings,  invariably  attracts 
the  attention  of  the  passer-by,  and  indicates 
to  what  good  purpose  the  proprietor  has  em- 
ployed his  time  and  means.  He  was  born  in 
Shalersville  township,  Portage  county,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1842.  He  is  the  descendant  of  a 
New  England  family  of  stability  and  worth, 
his  father,  William  Nelson,  and  his  grand- 
parents, William  and  Elizabeth  (Tuttle)  Nel- 
son, having  been  born  in  Massachusetts. 

The  birth  of  William  Nelson,  Jr.,  occurred 
in  Zoar,  Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  in 
1804,  that  of  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Mary  Tuttle,  occurring  in  the  same  year, 
and  in  the  same  place.  There  they  were 
brought  up  and  educated,  and  there  were 
united  in  marriage.  In  1831  they  came  to 
Ohio,  driving  with  teams  the  first  few  miles, 


then  traveling  by  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo,, 
and  from  that  point  by  a  Lake  Erie  steam- 
boat to  Cleveland,  thence  by  team  to  Portage 
county.  Locating  in  Shalersville  township^ 
William  Nelson  bought  ninety-three  acres  of 
land,  one  of  which  was  cleared,  and  on  which 
a  log  house  had  been  erected.  Succeeding 
well  in  his  pioneer  labors,  he  reclaimed  a 
homestead  from  the  forest,  and  on  it  both  he 
and  his  faithful  helpmate  and  companion 
spent  their  remaining  years,  her  death  occur- 
ring in  1862,  and  his  in  1866.  They  reared 
two  children,  namely:  William,  who  died  in 
Cleveland  in  1889;  and  Luman  T.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  Luman  T. 
Nelson  was  educated  in  Shalersville  town- 
ship, attending  the  public  school  and  academy. 
He  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  land,  and  after  the  death  of  his  par- 
ents bought  out  his  brother's  interest  in  the 
homestead  property.  Continuing  his  agri- 
cultural labors,  Mr.  Nelson  made  a  specialty 
of  dairying:,  for  a  number  of  years  manufac- 
turing cheese,  but  later  selling  his  milk  to 
creameries.  Mr.  Nelson  sold  the  parental 
homestead  several  years  ago,  and  purchased 
his  present  farm,  which  lies  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  road  from  the  old  place,  and  has 
here  made  improvements  of  great  value.  In 
1885  ^^  erected,  on  a  natural  elevation  of 
ground,  his  large  and  conveniently  arranged 
residence,  which  is  surrounded  by  beautiful 
shade  and  ornamental  trees,  and,  with  its  spa- 
cious and  beautiful  lawn,  presents  to  the  eye  a 
picture  of  comfort  and  luxury.  He  has  also 
made  other  improvements,  including  the  erec- 
tion of  a  fine  barn.  He  manages  his  farm  in 
a  systematic  manner,  using  the  most  approved 
modern  methods  known  in  agricultural  cir- 
cles, and  in  the  gathering  in  of  bountiful  har- 
vests each  season  is  amply  repaid  for  his 
work. 

Mr.  Nelson  married,  October  4,  1866,  Olive 
H.  Carlton,  who  was  born  in  Shalersville 
township,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Emeline 
(Stull)  Carlton,  natives  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio.  Her  grandfather,  Peter  Carlton,  was 
born  in  Monmouth  county.  New  Jersey,  and 
his  wife,  whose  name  before  marriage  was 
Mary  Dunlap,  was  born  in  Liberty  township, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  Two  children  were 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nelson, 
namely :  William  C,  w^ho  died  in  June,  1901 ; 
and  Grace,  of  Ravenna,  Ohio.  In  his  politi- 
cal  affiliations    Mr.    Nelson    is    independent. 


jH-i/vw^    CX.(]^  (S^o^vv^vvj*. 


\     , 


.  ^ 


'  t 
t    t 

'.  'V  •    .    •      . 

". -.r.  n     . 

1 1  >  "    ^  ,       ■  1 

••rciv«  ■}    ' 
hv    foil.»vs«' 

1  veil  £r^>inv:    • 

sctllcd   )     • 

•  he  pur-.';    • 

•  I'ljj  Mil  •>;  • 

:hf-    )\r\A'  • 

,»mc  -iK'i 

•  hi-  i'Tur-^  • 

'\  r   ji:ir»  ■ »?     •  ■ 
.•  114  .."   '.1. 


I  -r  . 


1. 


»  I 


I. 


: .  I 


t  •- 


1 


,  *  •  •  •  1  *  .  ,    t      - 

..     :  .  ■     •:  '.  V."  '  '-   M. 

.  •   :j\'i'1     ^  'lit   I  ..i^  0  (.  i'.  . 


K     1      ' 

:i\     \  \  V'  '^    ■  • 


a 


0^     'OvCU/-vi.^i"_jU| 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1297 


voting  with  the  courage  of  his  convictions  re- 
gardless of  party  prejudices.  He  has  never 
been  an  office  seeker,  but  for  three  terms 
served  as  township  trustee. 

William  Bolenbocker.  —  Among  the 
prosperous  and  enterprising  merchants  of 
Bellevue,  Huron  county,  the  name  of  William 
Bolenbocker  may  well  be  mentioned,  his  hard- 
ware establishment  being  one  of  the  best 
stocked  and  best  patronized  in  the  city.  He 
was  bom  January  2,  i860,  in  Lyme  township, 
this  county,  a  son  of  Charles  Bolenbocker, 
coming  on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  excellent 
German  ancestry. 

Charles  Bolenbocker  was  born  in  Germany, 
where  his  parents  were  lifelong  residents,  al- 
though four  of  their  children  emigrated  to 
America,  Philip,  Henry  and  Charles  locating 
in  Lyme  township,  while  Dorothy,  who  mar- 
ried Gideon  Lepley,  lived  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  Ohio.  Charles  Bolen- 
bocker learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in 
the  Fatherland,  after  completing  his  appren- 
ticeship worked  at  his  trade,  as  the  German 
law  requires,  in  different  places,  and  in  each 
place  received  a  certificate  of  good  workman- 
ship and  good  character.  After  coming  to 
Ohio,  he  followed  his  trade  in  various  locali- 
ties, even  going  as  far  west  as  Kansas.  He 
finally  settled  permanently  in  Lyme  township, 
where  he  purchased  a  small  tract  of  wild  land. 
Clearing  an  opening,  he  built  a  log  house,  and 
began  the  improvement  of  a  homestead.  He 
was  quite  successful,  and  as  time  passed  add- 
ed to  his  original  acreage  by  purchase,  be- 
coming owner  of  200  acres  of  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  he  put  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  He  erected  a  substantial  brick 
house,  and  all  of  the  buildings  requisite  for 
carrying  on  farming,  and  there  was  employed 
in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
fiftv-three  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Katherine  Mench,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  came  to  this  country  with  her  par- 
ents in  childhood.  She  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-seven  years,  leaving  six  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Jacob,  Charles,  Mrs.  Dorothy  Loew, 
Mrs.  Caroline  Bemlower,  Henry  and  William. 

After  leaving  the  district  school,  William 
Bolenbocker  further  advanced  his  education 
by  an  attendance  at  the  State  Normal  school, 
in  Milan.  Beginning  his  active  career  as  a 
farmer,  he  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  1889,  when  he  started  west,  visiting 
while  on  his  trip  Denver,  Salt  Lake  City,  Ta- 


coma,  Seattle  and  other  places  of  importance 
and  interest,  being  away  from  home  seven 
rnonths.  He  was  afterwards  employed  as  a 
mercantile  clerk  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  for  a  time, 
and  subsequently  was  similarly  engaged  in  a 
hardware  store  in  Bellevue  until  1903.  Mr» 
Bolenbocker  then  purchased  an  old  and  long- 
established  business  in  Bellevue,  and  has  since 
carried  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative  trade  in 
hardware,  keeping  a  complete  stock  of  all 
kinds  of  hardware  and  shelf  ware,  including 
stoves,  cutlery,  etc. 

Mr.  Bolenbocker  married,  November  11, 
1889,  Sarah  Parker,  who  was  born  near  Lon- 
don, England,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Parker,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with 
their  family,  locating  in  Milan,  Ohio.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bolenbocker  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Donald,  Bernice  and 
Parker.  Politically  Mr.  Bolenbocker  is  an 
earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  and  is  now  serving  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  citv  council.  He  has  also  served 
acceptably  to  all  concerned  as  president,  and 
as  clerk,  of  the  local  school  board.  Frater- 
nally he  belongs  to  the  Alta  Lodge  No.  206^ 
K.  of  P.,  and  religiously  both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bolenbocker  are  consistent  and  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Henry  C.  Ranney,  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent attorney  at  the  Cleveland  (Ohio)  bar,  now 
retired,  was  born  at  Freedom,  Portage  county, 
June  29,  1829,  his  parents  being  Elijah  and 
Levanna  (Larcomb)  Ranney.  His  father,  who 
was  a  merchant,  died  in  1836  and  Henry  C.  was 
taken  into  the  familv  of  his  uncle,  Rufus  P. 
Ranney.  a  lawyer  at  Jefferson.  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quently one  of  the  justices  of  the  Ohio  supreme 
court.  He  attended  school,  read  law  with  his 
uncle,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1852  and  be- 
gan practice  at  Warren.  Three  years  later  he 
became  associated  with  another  uncle,  John  L. 
Ranney,  of  Ravenna,  and  the  partnership  thus 
formed  continued  until  the  latter's  death  in 
1866.  At  the  beginning  of  the  war  President 
Lincoln  appointed  him  to  the  position  of  assist- 
ant adjutant  general  of  volunteers,  with  the 
rank  of  captain  and  he  was  assigned  to  duty 
on  the  staff  of  General  E.  B.  Tyler,  command- 
ing the  First  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  and  ordered  to  Virginia.  He  was 
with  his  command  in  numerous  minor  engage- 
ments and  the  battles  of  Fredericksburg  and 
Chancellorsville,  in  both  of  which  he  received 
honorable  mention  in  General  Tyler's  reports. 
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After  two  years  of  military  duty  he  resigned, 
returned  to  Ravenna  and  resumed  his  law 
practice. 

Upon  the  death  of  his  uncle  and  law  partner 
already  mentioned,  Mr.  Ranney  continued  his 
law  practice  alone  until  1872,  when  he  went  to 
Cleveland,  forming  a  partnership  with  his 
imcle,  Rufus  P.  Ranney,  and  his  nephew  John. 
The  two  young  men  were  later  associated  with 
Henry  McKinney,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Ranney  &  McKinney.  John  Ranney  and  Judge 
McKinney  withdrew  from  the  firm  in  1890  and 
Judge  R.  P.  Ranney  died  in  1894.  Henry  C. 
had  no  associate  for  a  time,  but  later  he  and 
Clifford  W.  Fuller  were  partners.  His  health 
having  become  affected  by  too  close  application 
to  his  professional  duties,  in  1880  he  took  an 
extended  foreign  trip  and  in  1884  he  again 
visited  Europe,  on  which  occasion  he  paid  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  art  galleries  of  the 
old  world.  The  knowledge  of  art  thus  acquired 
came  into  good  play  when,  after  his  return  to 
his  native  land,  he  was  elected  president  of  the 
Western  Reserve  School  cf  Design,  Cleveland. 
His  association  with  this  school  marked  him 
as  a  suitable  trustee  for  the  Huntington,  Hurl- 
but  and  Kelly  estates,  both  of  which  made 
large  bequests  to  the  erection  of  an  art  gallery 
in  Cleveland,  of  which  Mr.  Ranney  is  presi- 
dent. 

During  the  days  of  his  active  labors  few  at- 
torneys in  northern  Ohio  had  a  higher  stand- 
ing at  the  bar  than  Henry  C.  Ranney.  He  never 
ceased  to  be  a  student  of  the  law,  was  alwavs 
an  indomitable  worker,  a  forcible  and  earnest 
advocate  and  a  careful  and  judicious  adviser. 
Although  he  has  retired  from  active  practice  he 
still  has  enough  to  occupy  his  mind  and  time. 
He  is  trustee  of  the  John  Huntmgton  Benevo- 
lent Trust,  the  Society  of  Savings  and  the  John 
Huntington  Art  and  Polytechnic  Trust ;  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities ;  a  di- 
rector of  the  Guardian  Savings  and  Trust 
Company,  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company,  the 
Continental  Sugar  Company,  the  Cleveland 
and  Mahoning  Valley  Railway,  the  Citizens' 
Savings  and  Trust  Company,  the  Buckeye  Fish 
Company  and  the  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg 
Railway ;  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Amer- 
ican Surety  Company.  He  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Western  Reserve  School  of 
Design,  and  is  a  life  officer  in  the  Case  Library, 
where  he  has  done  excellent  service  as  one  of 
the  trustees.  He  is  also  a  life  member  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce :  a  Thirtv-second  de- 
gree  Mason,  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  Noble 


of  the  Mystic  Shrine ;  a  member  of  the  Army 
and  Xavy  Post  No.  167,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic;  a  companion  of  the  Loyal  Legion, 
in  which  he  was  senior  vice  commander  in 
1903-4;  belongs  to  several  of  the  leading  social 
and  literary  clubs  of  Cleveland ;  the  American, 
Ohio  State  and  Cleveland  Bar  Associations ;  is 
senior  warden  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church 
and  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  diocese  of  Ohio. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Ranney  is  a  Democrat  of  the 
Jacksonian  type,  although  he  has  never  been  an 
active  politician.  His  cheerful  and  sympathetic 
nature  has  won  him  a  host  of  friends,  among 
whom  are  the  younger  members  of  the  bar ;  for 
he  has  never  forgotten  that  he  was  once  a 
young  and  struggling  barrister  himself.  Mr. 
Ranney  has  received  many  tokens  of  these 
friendships,  but  he  possesses  none  that  he 
prizes  so  highly  as  a  handsome  silver  set,  en- 
graved with  military  designs,  which  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  his  brigade  upon  the  occasion 
of  his  resignation  from  the  army  in  1864.  Mr. 
Ranney  was  married  on  September  19,  1853, 
to  Miss  Helen  Burgess,  of  Ravenna,  and  six 
daughters  and  a  son  were  born  to  this  union. 
Mrs.  Ranney  was  a  true  helpmate  in  every 
way,  sharing  his  joys  and  his  sorrows,  rearing 
his  children  and  keeping  up  with  his  steps  as 
he  advanced.  She  was  a  splendid  specimen  of 
womanhood.  During  his  entire  life  Mr.  Ran- 
ney has  been  a  man  of  temperate  habits,  and 
young  men  of  the  present  generation  can  find 
in  this,  and  his  industry,  examples  worthy  of 
their  emulation. 

John  Costley. — One  of  the  oldest  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Edinburg,  Portage  county,  and 
a  well-known  farmer,  John  Costley  has  spent 
his  active  years  in  this  vicinity,  and  while  aid- 
ing, the  development  of  its  rich  agricultural 
resources  has  been  enabled  to  accumulate  a 
fair  share  of  this  world's  goods.  He  was 
born  December  18,  1830,  in  Ireland. 

Robert  Costley,  father  of  John,  emigrated 
from  Ireland,  the  place  of  his  birth,  in  early 
manhood,  and  for  some  time  after  his  mar- 
riage with  Jane  Henderson,  also  a  native  of 
Ireland,  lived  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 
When  that  terrible  epidemic,  the  Asiatic 
cholera  swept  down  upon  that  fair  city,  he 
fled  with  his  family,  coming  to  Portage  coun- 
ty, and  locating  in  Edinburg.  Settlers  were 
then  few  and  far  between,  and  .  the  forests 
were  filled  with  game  of  all  kinds,  furnishing 
in  part  the  food  of  the  people  of  those  days. 
Buying  fifty  acres  of  wooded  land,  he  cleared 
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a  space  in  the  wilderness  and  built  a  log  house 
for  the  family  residence,  and  here  resided  un- 
til his  death.  He  married  Jane  Henderson,  a 
native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  John,  the  subject  of  this 
^etch;  Louisa  and  Jennie,  of  San  Diego, 
California ;  Samuel,  of  Kent,  Portage  county ; 
and  Carrie,  living  in  Deerfield,  Portage  coun- 
ty. Two  have  passed  to  the  life  beyond.  Hill 
and  Henderson. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Deer- 
field,  John  Costley  assisted  his  father  in  the 
pioneer  labor  of  improving,  a  homestead,  to 
the  ownership  of  which  he  succeeded  on  the 
death  of  his  parents,  for  whom  he  tenderly 
cared  during  the  closing  years  of  their  lives. 
He  has  increased  its  original  acreage,  having 
now  100  acres  in  his  farm,  which  ranks  with 
the  best  in  the  neighborhood. 

Mr.  Costley  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first  Julia  Booth,  who  died  April  17, 
1892.  He  married  second,  May  18,  1894, 
Clara  Young.  By  his  first  marriage,  Mr. 
Costley  had  three  daughters,  namely:  Carrie, 
Mary  and  Minnie.  Carrie  and  Minnie,  who 
were  educated  at  Ravenna  and  Painesville, 
are  now  matrons  at  the  Industrial  School  in 
Adrian,  Michigan.  Mr.  Costley  belongs  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  at  all  times  upholds  its 
principles.  He  is  active  in  public  matters,  and 
has  filled  all  of  the  offices  within  the  gift  of 
his  fellow-townsmen,  and  has  served  as  jury- 
man. 

Joseph  Wesbecher  owns  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  complete  hardware  stores  in  this 
portion  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  has  thus 
enrolled  his  name  among  the  leaders  of  the 
financial  interests  of  Amherst  and  Lorain 
county.  He  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany, 
February  25,  1852,  a  son  of  Aloes  and  Martha 
(Melctier)  Wesbecher,  also  irom  that  coun- 
try. They  were  farming  people  of  Muggens- 
tum,  and  spent  their  lives  there.  As  a  young 
man  of  seventeen  years  Joseph  Wesbecher 
came  to  the  United  States  and  to  Youngs- 
town,  Ohio,  and  after  spending  six  months  on 
a  farm  near  that  city  he  went  to  Crestline, 
this  state,  and  learned  the  tinner's  trade, 
spending  three  years  there.  He  then  spent  six 
months  at  work  at  his  trade  in  Cleveland,  and 
coming  then  to  Amherst  he  was  for  four  years 
in  the  employ  of  J.  Stahl.  At  the  close  of  that 
period  and  in  company  with  Charles  Cook  he 
purchased  Mr.  Stahl's  hardware  and  tin  busi- 


ness, and  four  years  later  he  and  Messrs. 
Henry  A.  and  John  E.  Plato  bought  Mr. 
Cook's  interest,  the  business  being  conducted 
under  the  latter  management  for  twenty  years 
or  until  Mr.  Wesbecher  bought  the  interest  of 
his  partners  and  has  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone.  His  store  is  stocked  with  a  com- 
plete and  splendidly  selected  stock  of  hard- 
ware and  tinware,  and  he  is  now  at  the  head 
of  one  of  the  largest  houses  of  its  kind  in  the 
county.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
is  a  director  of  the  Amherst  German  Bank 
Company. 

In  November  of  1879  ^I^-  Wesbecher  was 
married  to  Matilda  Plato,  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  and  their  six  children  are:  Henry 
A.,  a  resident  of  Amherst;  Eda,  the  wife  of 
Emmet  Lahiff,  of  the  same  place ;  Carl  A., 
whose  home  is  in  Los  Angeles,  California; 
Leo,  of  the  city  of  New  York ;  and  Frank  and 
Lucille,  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Wes- 
becher is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church 
and  of  the  Democratic  party. 

Robert  P.  Roberts. — A  skilled  machinist 
and  a  mechanical  engineer  of  note,  Robert  P. 
Roberts,  superintendent  of  the  Lorain  City 
Water  Works,  is  successfully  filling  a  position 
of  great  responsibility  by  his  thorough  mas- 
tery of  his  calling  and  his  fidelity  to  his  trusts, 
winning  the  approval  not  only  of  those  imme- 
diately associated  with  the  administration  of 
municipal  affairs  but  of  the  general  public. 
A  native  of  England,  he  was  born,  November 
14,  1866,  in  Warwickshire,  where  the  first 
five  years  of  his  life  were  spent. 

His  parents,  Thomas  M.  and  Diana  (Lamp- 
sett)  Roberts,  emigrated  to  America  in  1872, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in 
Canada,  the  mother  dying  in  1875,  when  but 
thirty-six  years  of  age,  while  the  father,  who 
survived  her,  passed  away  in  1896,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years. 

In  1885  Robert  P.  Roberts  left  the  Cana- 
dian home  farm,  and  for  five  years  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Great  Lakes.  Locating  then 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he  mastered  the  machinist 
and  engineering  trade  while  in  the  employ  of 
the  Cleveland  Ship  Building  Company,  and 
when  that  concern  came  to  Lorain  he  came 
also.  Here  he  was  foreman  for  that  company 
and  its  successor,  the  American  Shipbuilding 
Company,  for  eleven  years.  Mr.  Roberts  sub- 
sequently spent  eighteen  months  with  the 
Thew  Automatic  Shovel  Company.  In  1905 
he  was  appointed  superintendent  of  the  Lo- 
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riin  Water  Works,  and  has  since  been  active- 
ly and  faithfully  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
tile  duties  devolving  upon  him  in  this  capacit>. 
Fraternally  ilr,  Roberts  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
of  the  Knights  of  P>thias.  He  likewise  be- 
ion;(?t  to  the  lioard  of  Commerce.  He  mar- 
ried Minnie  Geir^rge,  of  Cleveland.  Ohio,  and 
to  them  two  chiMren  have  l>een  born.  Mildred 
Ksther  and  Marv  Alice. 

< },  O.  \{\t:-4Ai,  M.  D. — One  of  the  most 
active  and  *ucccrsful  physicians  of  Lake 
county  is  I>r.  O.  O,  Hausch,  who  is  enjoying 
a  large  and  lucrative  practice  in  Perr>-.  where, 
by  his  skill,  genial  manners  and  kindly  cour- 
te*v,  he  has  endeared  himself  to  all  classes  of 
\it^tj\}\^.  He  comes  of  German  ancestry,  and  is 
of  pioneer  st^jck.  his  father.  Jacob  Hausch. 
and  his  grandfather.  Joseph  Hausch,  having 
liecn  Ix^rn  and  bred  in  German v  and  served  in 
the  (Mcrmzn  armv.  and  as  retired  officers  drew 
royalties,  or  pensions,  from  the  German  gov- 
ernment. Joseph  Hausch  immigrated  to  this 
country,  locating  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  subsequently  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  heavy 
timlx'r  at  the  raising  of  a  barn  on  the  Lou 
Keener  farm. 

Jacob  Hausch  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  when  youngs  in  1833,  and  lived  first  in 
Haltimore,  Maryland.  From  there  he  came 
to  Thompson,  (jeauga  county,  where  he  mar- 
ried Ixjis  K.  Curtiss,  who  bore  him  twelve 
children.  Sorjn  after  his  marriage,  he  took 
up  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  Trum- 
bull, Ashtabula  county,  settling  there  when 
the  country  was  in  its  original  wildness. 
Monev  was  scarce  in  those  days,  settlers  were 
few  in  number  and  far  between,  and  the  peo- 
ple depended  largely  upon  the  products  of  the- 
land,  or  the  fruits  of  the  chase,  for  their  liv- 
ing. Jacob  Hausch  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  he  built  the  first  dwelling  of  the  family,  it 
being  a  rudely  constructed  log  cabin,  around 
which  during  bad  storms  the  snow  drifted  so 
<lecp  that  he  had  to  dig  it  out.  The  house  was 
burned  after  the  family  had  occupied  it  a  few 
years,  and  they  then  moved  into  the  granary, 
which  was  about  twenty  feet  by  twenty  feet, 
and  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  years  he 
built  a  substantial  story  and  a  half  house,  con- 
taining fourteen  rooms,  and  a  woodshed,  one 
of  the  most  pretentious  structures  in  the  town. 

After  his  preparation  for  college,  O.  O. 
Hausch  entered  the  Cleveland  Medical  Col- 
lege,   from   which   he   was  graduated   March 


25.  1 891.  -R-ith  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  pre- 
\->:.iis  day.  March  24!  189 1,  Dr.  Hausch  had 
takeTi  oiie  of  ibe  &»st  important  steps  of  his 
^Jiit^,  ha^-ing  inarried  <jenrade  Church,  of 
Cleveland-  Cise  son  and  two  dangliters  have 
blessed  the  -'C3i\\m  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hausch, 
namely:  Winfred,  Nina  and  Genevieve. 

Re\'.  Samuei.  R.  Fr.\zier,  D.  D. — ^For  many 
vears  the  he-cored  subiect  of  this  review  was 
engaged  in  active  work  as  a  clergyman  of  the 
L'ni:ed  Presbyterian  church,  and  for  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  century  he  held  the  pastorate  of 
the  church  of  this  denomination  in  the  city  of 
Voungstown,  where  he  still  maintains  his  home 
and  where  he  is  now  living  \'irtually  for  such 
ser\-ices  as  he  accords  as  clerk  of  the  board 
of  education.  He  is  one  of  the  venerable  and 
honored  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  His  life  has  been  one  of  signal  con- 
secration to  the  uplifting  of  his  fellow  men. 
He  has  been  a  prominent  factor  in  the  work 
of  the  United  Presb>"terian  church  and  is  still 
active  in  connection  with  the  general  affairs  of 
its  organization.  He  is  still  called  upon  at  fre- 
quent inter\-als  to  exercise  his  pastoral  func- 
tions as  a  supply  clergyman  in  different 
churches,  and  he  is  known  as  a  man  of  high 
intellectual  attainments  and  gjeat  ability  as  a 
public  speaker.  His  career  has  been  an  event- 
ful one,  marked  bv  effective  services  in  a  for- 
eign  land,  as  well  as  by  generous  and  fruitful 
labors  in  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Rev.  Samuel  R.  Frazier  was  bom  in  St. 
Clair sville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  on  the  23d 
of  February,  1845,  2i"d  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Tane  (Giffen")  Frazier,  who  were  numbered 
among,  the  early  settlers  of  the  county.  His 
parents  continued  to  reside  in  the  old  Buckeye 
state  until  their  death,  and  his  father  was  a 
miller  by  vocation.  The  subject  of  this  review 
gained  his  early  educational  training  in  the 
common  schools,  and  supplemented  this  by  a 
course  of  study  in  the  Franklin  College  at  New 
Athens,  Ohio,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  186 1  and  from  which 
he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Soon  afterwards  he  showed  his  loyalty  to  the 
Union  and  to  the  cause  of  humanity  by  going 
to  the  south  as  a  member  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, assigned  to  such  services  with  the 
Union  army.  lie  was  attache  to  the  com- 
mander (leneral  Sherman  for  some  time  and 
accompanied  that  gallant  commander  on  that 
ever  memorable  march  from  Atlanta  to  the 
sea.     He  returned  to  Ohio  after  the  close  of 
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the  war  and  forthwith  entered  the  theological 
seminary  of  the  United  Presbyterian  church  at 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1865. 
His  first  definite  pastorate  was  at  Monroe, 
near  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  formally  ordained  to  the  ministry  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  church.  There  he  re- 
mained for  a  period  of  six  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  accepted  a  call  to  the 
Third  United  Presbyterian  church  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania.  He  retained  this  charge 
until  1879,  when  he  went  to  Tokio,  Japan, 
where  for  the  ensuing  eighteen  months  he  was 
acting  secretary  of  the  American  legation.  He 
also  was  for  nine  months  an  instructor  in  the 
English  department  of  the  University  of  Tokio. 
Under  the  administration  of  President  Arthur 
he  was  appointed  the  official  interpreter  of 
the  American  legation.  He  recalls  with  pleas- 
ure that  he  was  thus  identified  with  the  lega- 
tion at  the  time  of  General  Ulysses  S.  Grant's 
visit  to  Japan  on  his  tour  around  the  world. 

In  1882  Dr.  Frazier  returned  from  the  orient 
to  Ohio  and  established  his  home  in  Youngs- 
town,  where  .he  became  pastor  of  the  First 
United  Presbyterian  church.  He  continued  as 
the  loved  and  valued  pastor  of  this  church 
consecutively  until  1907,  when  he  resigned, 
feeling  that  the  heavy  responsibilities  of  the 
position  were  overtaxing  his  strength.  Frank- 
lin College,  at  New  Athens,  Ohio,  conferred 
upon  Dr.  Frazier  the  degrees  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of  Divinity, 
and  he  received  also  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  from  the  Westminster  College  at 
Wilmington,  Pennsylvania.  Further  aca- 
demic honors  were  accorded  him  by  Curry 
University,  at  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  which 
granted  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Philoso- 
phy. The  doctor  was  a  delegate  to  the  Pan- 
Presbyterian  council  which  met  at  Glasgow, 
Scotland.  After  the  close  of  its  session  he 
made  an  extended  tour  through  Europe,  visit- 
ing the  principal  points  of  historic  and  pic- 
turesque interest.  His  services  have  been  much 
in  demand  on  the  lecture  platform  and  his 
first  secular  lecture  was  delivered  at  Chautau- 
qua, New  York,  where  it  attracted  much  favor- 
able attention. 

Dr.  Frazier  has  been  president  of  the  Hu- 
mane Society  of  Youngstown  from  the  time 
of  its  organization  and  is  also  a  member  and 
director  of  the  Glenwood  Children's  Home. 
On  the  1st  of  January,  1910,  he  was  elected 
<:lerk  of  the  board  of  education  of  Youngstown, 


and  in  this  position  he  is  giving  most  effective 
service,  as  he  has  ever  maintained  deep  interest 
in  educational  work  and  has  distinctive  ad- 
ministrative ability.  In  politics  he  accords  a 
stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  and 
keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  questions  and 
issues  of  the  day. 

Dr.  Frazier  has  been  twice  married.  In 
June,  1867,  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Lucy  Bingham,  daughter  of  Hon.  John 
A.  Bingham,  of  Cadiz,  Ohio.  Her  father  rep- 
resented the  eighteenth  district  of  Ohio  in  con- 
gress for  the  long  period  of  eighteen  years, 
and  for  twelve  vears  was  American  ambassa- 
dor  to  Japan,  having  been  appointed  to  this 
position  by  President  Grant.  Mrs.  Frazier 
was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1878,  and 
is  survived  by  a  son  and  daughter:  James  H., 
who  is  now  a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of 
the  New  York  Worlds  and  Jessie  B.,  who  died 
in  1908.  On  the  14th  of  February,  1884,  Dr. 
Frazier  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Sands,  of  Pittsburgh  Pennsylvania,  a  sis- 
ter of  Rev.  John  D.  Sands,  D.  D.,  of  that  city, 
and  of  Dr.  R.  M.  Sands,  a  leading  physician 
of  the  same  citv. 

John  T.  Beecher. — The  bar  of  Sandusky 
has  for  many  years  recorded  upon  its  roll 
of  membership  the  name  of  Beecher,  includ- 
ing both  father  and  son,  but  now  after  a  long 
and  successful  period  of  representation  here 
the  latter,  John  T.  Beecher,  has  withdrawn 
from  the  profession  and  is  now  living  quietly 
retired  in  the  city  of  his  birth — Sandusky. 
Lucas  S.  Beecher,  the  father,  came  to  this  city 
in  1828.  having  previously  prepared  himself 
for  the  legal  profession,  and  here  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  Elutheros  Cook  for  the 
practice  of  law,  and  as  time  passed  he  had 
many  different  associates,  including  John  F. 
Campbell,  Pitt  Cooke,  Cuyler  Leonard  and 
lastly  his  son,  John.  The  association  between 
father  and  son  was  formed  in  1853  21"^  ^o"* 
tinned  until  the  death  of  the  former  in  1882, 
both  winning  a  place  of  prominence  at  the 
bar  of  Sandusky. 

John  T.  Beecher  was  born  in  Sandusky  on 
July  23,  183 1,  to  Lucas  S.  and  Janett  W. 
(Turki  Beecher,  and  after  a  training  in  the 
city  high  school  he  entered  Kenyon  College 
in  Knox  county.  Ohio,  where  he  remained 
for  some  time.  Returning  then  to  Sandusky 
he  began  practice  here  with  his  father,  and 
after  the  latter's  death  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship  with    Judge    Thomas    P.    Finefrock,   of 
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Fremont,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for 
about  four  years.  From  the  close  of  that 
period  until  within  about  five  years  ago  Mr. 
Beecher  was  alone  in  the  practice  of  law,  and 
he  finally  retired  from  the  profession  on  ac- 
count of  failing  health.  He  was  the  city  so- 
licitor from  1879  until  1880,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  one  of  the  active  Democratic 
workers  of  Erie  county,  but  he  supported  Lin- 
coln in  his  race  for  the  presidency. 

Mr.  Beecher  was  married  on  September  i?, 
1861,  to  Miss  Maria  H.  Sprague,  a  daughter 
pf  Nehemiah  Sprague,  from  Lyons,  New 
York.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
but  one  died  at  the  age  of  seven.  The  only 
son,  Lucas  J.  Beecher,  is  connected  with  the 
Toledo  Blade  as  staff  correspondent,  and  the 
daughter  is  the  wife  of  Merritt  S.  Wilcox 
and  a  resident  of  Sandusky. 

Harry  Norris  Donaldson,  D.  D.  S. — A 
well  known  and  popular  resident  of  Bellevue, 
Harry  N.  Donaldson  is  one  of  the  leading 
dentists  of  Huron  county,  and  as  a  citizen  of 
influence  and  prominence  takes  great  interest 
in  local  affairs,  although  his  energies  are  es- 
pecially devoted  to  the  making  of  a  decided 
success  in  his  profession.  He  was  born  June 
I,  1869,  in  Mount  Pleasant  township,  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  farm 
adjoining,  the  homestead  on  which  his  father, 
Robert  Donaldson,  and  his  grandfather,  Isaac 
Donaldson,  first  opened  their  eyes  to  the  light 
of  this  world.  His  great  grandfather,  Jacob 
Donaldson,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  of  Scotch 
ancestry,  immigrated  to  America  when  young, 
locating  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Buying  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered  land  in 
Mount  Pleasant  township,  he  hewed  a  farm 
from  the  dense  forest,  and  there  resided  until 
his  death. 

Born  on  the  original  homestead,  Isaac  Don- 
aldson was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Washington  county  during  his  entire  life.  He 
there  married  Sarah  Maxwell,  a  native  of  the 
same  county,  and  they  reared  three  children, 
Jacob  and  Robert,  and  a  daughter  named  Han- 
nah. 

Brought  up  as  a  farmer's  son,  Robert  Don- 
aldson became  a  tiller  of  the  soil  from  choice, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  settled  on  a 
tract  of  land  that  his  father  had  previously 
purchased,  it  being  one  that  adjoined  the  pa- 
rental homestead.  He  and  his  fair  bride  began 
housekeeping  in  the  small  log  house  standing 
on  the  place,  and  in  that  humble  abode  their 


two  older  children  were  born.  Continuing  the 
improvements  already  inaugurated,  he  im- 
proved a  large  part  of  the  land,  erected  a  com- 
modious brick  house,  a  frame  bam,  and  other 
necessary  buildings,  and  is  now  living  there 
retired  from  active  pursuits,  being  a  venerable 
man  of  seventy-nine  years.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. He  married  first  Rachel  Vance  Walker, 
who  was  born  in  Cross  Creek  township,  a 
daughter  of  John  Norris  and  Anna  (Vance) 
Walker,  of  that  township.  She  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine  years,  leaving  six  children, 
namely:  Frank  W.,  Flora  May,  Anna  Vance, 
Sarah  Maxwell,  Charles  Isaac  and  Harry  Nor- 
ris. He  subsequently  married  for  his  second 
wife  Hettie  Byers. 

Receiving  his  elementary  education  in  his 
native  county,  Harry  N.  Donaldson  attended 
first  the  district  school,  afterwards  the  Buffalo 
Academy.  Having,  decided  upon  a  professional 
career,  he  subsequently  began  the  study  of  den- 
tistry, and  in  1891  was  graduated  from  the 
Pennsylvania  College  of  Dental  Surgery  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  Coming  immediately 
to  Huron  county  in  search  of  a  favorable  loca- 
tion,  Dr.  Donaldson  has  since  been  success- 
fully employed  in  his  profession  at  Bellevue, 
where  he  has  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
practice.  He  has  ever  evinced  a  warm  inter- 
est in  municipal  matters,  aiding  the  establish- 
ment of  beneficial  enterprises  of  all  kinds,  and 
has  never  shirked  the  responsibilities  of  public 
offices,  having  been  elected  mayor  of  the  city 
in  1905,  and  re-elected  to  the  same  position  in 
1907.  He  has  also  served  four  terms  on  the 
board  of  education  by  election. 

Dr.  Donaldson  married  first,  in  1892,  Min- 
nie Wade,  who  was  born  in  Champaign  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and"  Mary  Wade. 
She  died  November  4,  1905,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Robert  and  Mildred.  The  doctor  mar- 
ried second,  in  1907,  Emma  Mav  Barb,  who 
was  born  in  Mosheim,  Tennessee,  daughter  of 
Rev.  James  C.  Barb,  a  Lutheran  minister.  Dr. 
Donaldson  is  an  active  and  valued  member  of 
the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  dele- 
gate to  county  and  state  conventions.  Relig- 
iously he  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Bellevue 
Lodge,  No.  1,013,  B.  P.  O.  E. ;  to  Bellevue 
Lodge,  No.  273,  F.  &  A.  M. ;  to  Bellevue  Chap- 
ter, No.  113,  R.  A.  M.,  and  M.  W.  A.  of  Fre- 
mont. 

Burr  P.  Scribner. — A  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  and  stockman    of    Lake 
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co'^nty,  Burr  P.  Scribner  is  the  owner  of  a 
well-appointed  and  well-managed  farm  in 
Leroy  township,  where  he  is  numbered  among 
the  enterprising  business  men  who  are  con- 
tributing toward  the  development  of  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  their  community.  A  son  of 
Harrison  Scribner,  he  was  born  October  4, 
1847,  ^^  Leroy  township,  about  one  and  one- 
half  miles  northeast  of  his  present  home.  He 
comes  of  New  England  ancestry,  and  is  of 
pioneer  descent,  his  grandfather,  Joseph  Scrib- 
ner, having  been  a  comparatively  early  settler 
of  this  part  of  the  state. 

Leaving  his  New  England  home  about  1834, 
Joseph  Scribner  started  westward  with  his 
family,  journeying  overland  with  teams,  at  the 
end  of  twenty-two  days  arriving  in  Leroy 
township.  Taking  up  a  tract  of  land  that  was 
still  in  its  virgin  wildness,  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved a  homestead,  on  which  he  was  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  April  20,  1861, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Judith  Stevens,  survived 
him,  passing  away  in  1878,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  two  sons, 
namely :  Harrison,  and  Daniel,  formerly  a  resi- 
dent of  Leroy  and  Painesville,  now  deceased. 
Benjamin  Scribner,  who  lived  for  many  years 
in  Leroy  township,  was  a  brother  of  Joseph 
Scribner,  and  came  here  at  about  the  same 
time  that  he  did,  and,  singular  to  say,  died  the 
same  year. 

Harrison  Scribner  was  born  September  17, 
1822,  in  Sutton,  New  Hampshire,  and  was 
about  twelve  years  old  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  assisted  in  the  pioneer 
labor  of  clearing  a  farm  from  the  forest,  and 
at  the  death  of  his  parents  succeeded  to  the 
ownership  of  the  home  farm,  on  which  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing,  away 
in  1887.  He  married  Caroline  Bates,  who  was 
born  in  Tompkins,  Delaware  county,  New 
York,  and  as  a  child  moved  with  her  parents 
to  Michigan,  where  her  father  died.  Her  wid- 
owed mother  then  came  east  to  Lake  county, 
and  here  Caroline,  then  about  fourteen  years 
old,  was  married.  She  spent  her  last  years 
with  her  only  child,  Burr  P.,  dying  January, 
1904,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools,  Burr  P. 
Scribner  subsequently  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  remaining  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage. Buvine^  then  the  old  Gurdon  Chadwick 
farm,  his  present  farm,  which  he  bought  from 
Samuel  Northard,  he  began  its  improvement, 
adding  each  year  to  that  already  inaugurated, 
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and  now  has  a  large  part  of  its  103  acres  under 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  owns  the 
old  homestead  of  his  parents,  containing 
eighty-one  acres,  and  as  a  general  farmer  is 
exceedingly  prosperous.  He  pays  much  at- 
tention to  the  raising  of  graded  stock,  being 
more  especially  interested  in  horses  and  keep- 
ing a  number  of  fine  roadsters.  Mr.  Scribner 
has  owned  many  trotters,  one  of  which,  Will- 
iam Wallace  Scribner,  which  he  sold  when 
two  years  old,  had  a  record  of  2 10634  •  He 
often  drives  his  horses  for  sport  at  matinee 
races,  winning  good  records  on  the  turf.  He 
recently  sold  a  tract  *>f  land  formerly  belong- 
ing, to  his  grandfather,  the  first  belonging  to 
the  family  that  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Scribner  married  first,  in  1872,  Ella  A. 
Weed,  who  was  born  in  Leroy  township  Au- 
gust 10,  1851,  a  daughter  of  Sidney  and  Ann 
A.  Weed.  She  died  April  5,  1896,  leaving 
three  children,  namely:  Flora,  wife  of  Grant 
Quiggle,  a  farmer  in .  Hampden,  Geauga 
county ;  Alice,  wife  of  J.  E.  French,  living  on 
the  old  homestead ;  and  Emma,  wife  of  Arthur 
Lee  Roath,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Thompson,  Geauga  county.  All  of 
these  children  are  living  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  their  father.  Mr.  Scribner  married 
second,  January  22,  1905,  Mrs.  Frances  Roath, 
widow  of  Isaac  Roath,  and  a  daughter  of 
Harvey  Murphy.  She  was  born  in  Thomp- 
son, Geauga  county,  February  3,  1847.  Har- 
vey Murphy  was  born  in  Locke,  Cayuga 
county,  New  York,  and  was  there  educated. 
In  1846  he  came  to  Ohio  to  marry  Lucinda 
Murphy,  a  relative,  with  whom  he  had  fallen 
in  love,  wooed  and  won  on  a  previous  visit  to 
this  state.  He  settled  in  Thompson,  Geauga 
county,  and  there  his  wife  died  when  their 
only  child,  Frances,  now  Mrs.  Scribner,  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  Harvey  Murphy  subse- 
quently married  for  his  second  wife  Melissa 
Roath,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Sarah  (Pike) 
Roath,  who  came  to  Thompson,  Ohio,  from 
New  England.  Mr.  Murphy  died  on  the  home 
farm  in  Thompson,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-one  years,  but  his  widow,  Mrs.  Melissa 
Murphy,  still  occupies  the  homestead.  Fran- 
ces Murphy  married  for  her  first  husband,  in 
1866,  Isaac  Roath,  who  was  half-brother  of 
her  step-mother,  Mrs.  Melissa  (Roath)  Mur- 
phy. Isaac  Roath  died  in  1900,  aged  fifty-six 
years,  leaving  two  children,  namely:  Harvey 
Delos  Roath,  of  Leroy  township;  and  Arthur 
Lee  Roath,  who  married  Mr.  Scribner's  young- 
est daughter,  Emma,  as  above  mentioned. 
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Clinton  A.  Phelps. — Incumbent  of  the  of- 
fice of  county  commissioner  and  numbered 
among  the  representative  business  men  of  the 
village  of  Madison,  Lake  county,  Clinton  A. 
Phelps  finds  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  he  is 
a  native  son  of  the  fine  old  Western  Reserve, 
within  whose  borders  the  family  was  founded 
in  the  early  pioneer  epoch — in  fact,  within  the 
decade  which  marked  the  admission  of  Ohio  to 
the  Union. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  born  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  the  26th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Abel  W.  and 
Sarah  A.  (Brotzman)  Phelps.  Abel  West 
Phelps  is  likewise  a  native  of  Thompson  town- 
ship, where  he  was  born  in  the  year  1825, 
and  he  is  now  living  in  the  village  of  Madison, 
Lake  county,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
five  years.  He  is  a  son  of  Abel  and  Eleanor 
(West)  Phelps,  who  came  from  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  to  Ohio  at  the  close  of 
the  war  of  181 2,  making  the  trip  along,  the 
shore  of  Lake  Erie  with  an  ox  team  and  wagon, 
by  means  of  which  the  little  stock  of  house- 
hold necessities  was  transported.  En  route 
the  family  passed  the  night  sleeping  under 
the  protection  of  the  wagon  box.  In  Thomp- 
son township  Abel  Phelps  erected  his  little  log 
house,  in  which  the  family^s  belongings  were 
installed,  and  there  he  developed  a  farm  from 
the  forest,  being  a  man  of  sturdy  constitution 
and  sterling  character  and  living  a  "godly, 
righteous  and  sober  life,"  which  was  prolonged 
to  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  His  devoted 
wife  and  helpmeet  preceded  him  to  eternal  rest 
by  a  number  of  years. 

Abel  West  Phelps  was  reared  to  maturity 
in  Geauga  county,  where  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  limited  to  the  primitive  pioneer 
schools,  customarily  maintained  on  the  sub- 
scription plan.  Upon  attaining  to  years  of 
maturity  he  engaged  in  farming  on  his  own 
responsibility,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  place 
near  the  old  homestead  of  his  father,  and  there 
developing  a  valuable  property.  In  Thomp- 
son township  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Brotzman,  who  was  born  in 
eastern  Pennsylvania,  whence  her  parents,  who 
were  of  stanch  "Pennsylvania  Dutch"  stock, 
came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Geauga  county 
when  she  was  a  child.  She  died  in  1885.  She 
was  a  devout  member  of  the  Congregational 
church.  In  politics  Mr.  Phelps  gives  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Republican  party.  He  finally 
sold  his  old  home  farm  in  Geauga  county  and 
removed  to  Ellsworth  county,  Kansas,  where 


he  took  up  a  government  claim,  upon  which 
he  remained  until  he  had  proved  his  title  to 
the  property.  He  eventually  sold  this  farm  and 
returned  to  Ohio,  and  he  now  resides  with  his 
younger  daughter,  in  the  village  of  Madison. 
Abel  W.  and  Sarah  A.  Phelps  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children:  Emma  M.  is  the  wife 
of  Isaac  McKean,  of  Burlington,  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania;  Clinton  A.,  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth ;  John 
C.  is  a  successful  farmer  in  Ellsworth  county, 
I^ansas,  where  he  has  maintained  his  home 
since  1887  >  ^"^  Lillian  E.  is  the  wife  of  Harlan 
P.  Gill,  who  has  been  associated  with  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  in  the  grocery  and  meat 
business  in  Madison. 

Clinton  A.  Phelps  was  reared  to  maturity 
on  the  old  homestead  which  was  the  place  of 
his  birth,  and  he  remained  with  his  parents 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage.  His  early  edu- 
cational training  was  secured  in  the  district 
schools  of  Geauga  county,  and  he  supplemented 
this  discipline  by  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Grand  River  Institute,  at  Austinburg,  Ashta- 
bula county,  an  institution  conducted  by  Pro- 
fessor John  T.  Tuckerman,  an  able  and  popu- 
lar educator.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr. 
Phelps  put  his  scholastic  attainments  to  prac- 
tical test  and  utilization  by  engaging  to  teach 
the  winter  term  of  school  in  his  home  dis- 
trict, and  thereafter  he  devoted  his  attention 
to  the  work  of  the  pedagogic  profession  for 
about  fifteen  winters,  having  taught  in  the 
schools  of  both  Geauga  and  Lake  counties, 
Ohio,  and  also  in  Ellsworth  county,  Kansas, 
whither  he  went  in  the  spring  of  1887.  He 
remained  in  that  state  for  two  and  one-half 
years,  and  during  the  summer  seasons  devoted 
himself  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  located  on  a  small  farm 
in  Madison  township.  Lake  county,  where  he 
made  a  specialty  of  fruit-growing,  having 
twenty  acres  devoted  to  grapes  alone.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  this  farm  for  eleven 
years,  and  during  this  entire  period  was  in- 
cumbent of  the  office  of  road  overseer.  In 
1903  he  removed  to  the  village  of  Madison, 
where  he  purchased  his  present  attractive  home 
and  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and 
meat  business  in  company  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  Harlan  P.  Gill,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Gill  &  Phelps,  until  January,  1909.  They  had 
a  well  appointed  store  and  a  representative 
patronage,  but  were  burned  out  in  January, 
1909. 

In  politics  Mr.  Phelps  is  a  stanch  advocate 
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of .  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the 
Republican  party  stands  sponsor,  and  he  has 
aided  materially  in  the  promotion  of  its  inter- 
ests in  his  home  county.  In  the  fall  of  1906 
Mr.  Phelps  was  elected  to  the  office  of  county 
<:ommissioner,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  two  years  he  was  chosen  as  his  own 
successor,  in  the  election  of  1908.  He  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  impor- 
tant local  office  in  September,  1907,  and  within 
his  incumbency  of  the  office  much  important 
county  work  has  been  accomplished,  including 
the  completion  of  the  fine  court-house  in 
Painesville  and  the  furnishing  of  the  same.  He 
has  been  active  in  the  supervision  of  the  county 
affairs  in  his  official  capacity,  and  his  labors 
have  not  only  been  zealous  and  effective  but 
have  met  with  unqualified  approval  on  the  part 
of  the  people  of  the  county,  in  which  he  is 
well  known  and  held  in  high  regard  as  a  citi- 
zen of  integrity  and  marked  public  spirit.  He 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees, in  the  Madison  tent  of  which  last  organi- 
zation he  has  passed  all  of  the  official  chairs. 
On  the  8th  of  March,  1883,  Mr.  Phelps  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Emma  A.  Malin, 
-daughter  of  Henry  and  Calista  (Warren) 
Malin,  honored  residents  of  Thompson  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  where  they  still  maintain 
their  home,  the  father  being  a  retired  black- 
smith. Mrs.  Phelps  was  born  and  reared  in 
Thompson  township  and  she  and  her  husband 
were  playmates  in  childhood.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phelps  have  one  daughter,  Mabel  C,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Harrv  Leroy  Harmon,  of  Canton, 
Ohio. 

Thomas  A.  Conway,  mayor  of  Elyria,  is  a 
leader  of  the  Lorain  county  bar,  one  of  the 
strongest  Democrats  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  an  able,  energetic  and  reliable  citizen  who 
is  in  the  prime  of  middle  age.  Born  at  Olm- 
sted Falls,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
19th  of  June,  1864,  he  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and 
Jane  (Calahan)  Conway,  natives  of  Ireland, 
and  they  were  married  in  Cleveland  in  1862. 
The  couple  afterward  moved  to  a  small  farm 
which  the  husband  had  purchased  near  Olm- 
sted Falls,  where  they  lived  until  the  spring 
of  1865,  then  going  with  their  infant  son  and 
daughter  to  Wood  county,  Ohio.  The  family 
resided  in  that  section  of  the  state  until  1883, 


when  they  located  in  Henry  county,  where  the 
parents  still  live. 

Thomas  A.  attended  district  school  and  the 
Grand  Rapids  high  school  in  Wood  county, 
after  which  he  taught  for  eight  winter  terms, 
commencing  with  1885.  During  the  summers 
of  1886,  1887,  1888  and  1889  he  was  a  student 
at  the  Ohio  Normal  School  at  Ada,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1890  commenced  reading  law  with 
Judge  John  V.  Cuff,  of  Napoleon,  Ohio.  Hav- 
ing been  admitted  to  the  bar  in  October,  1893, 
he  opened  an  office  at  that  place,  buying  the 
practice  of  his  preceptor,  who  had  been  elected  » 
probate  judge  of  Henry  county.  Mr.  Conway 
was  a  rising  practitioner  at  Napoleon  until 
1903,  when  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Henry  county,  serving  one  term  of 
three  years.  In  September,  1907,  he  moved  to 
Elyria  and  formed  a  professional  partnership 
with  Harry  A.  Pounds,  city  solicitor,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Conway  &  Pounds,  which  still 
continues.  In  1908  Mr.  Conway  received  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  prosecuting  attor- 
ney of  Lorain  county  and,  although  he  entered 
what  was  considered  a  hopeless  contest,  he  so 
carried  the  political  warfare  into  his  opponent's 
territory  that  he  ran  1,100  ahead  of  his  ticket. 
The  late  Thomas  Folger,  who  was  the  only 
Democrat  elected  mayor  of  Elyria  since  the 
Civil  war,  was  nominated  for  the  mayoralty  in 
1909,  but  died  about  two  weeks  before  the  elec- 
tion. Mr.  Conway  had  developed  such  sur- 
prising strength  in  his  campaign  for  prose- 
cuting attorney  that,  about  ten  days  before  the 
election,  the  Democrats  nominated  him  for 
mayor,  and  after  a  whirlwind  campaign  he 
was  elected  by  twenty  votes,  overcoming  a  ma- 
jority of  1,037  given  to  Taft  for  president  in 
1908.  At  the  same  election  which  seated  Mr. 
Conway  in  the  mayor's  chair,  the  Republican 
candidate  for  city  treasurer  was  elected  by 
more  than  1,100  majority. 

The  mayor  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
church  and  is  deputy  grand  knight  of  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  On  June 
8,  1897,  Mr.  Conway  was  married,  at  Ada, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Stella  j.  Owens,  who  was  bom 
at  Rluffton,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
P.  and  Elizabeth  (Alerding)  Owens,  both  of 
that  place.  Their  children  are  Owen  Thomas, 
Charles  Bernard,  Esther  Elizabeth  and  Doro- 
thy Estella  Conway. 

John  Card,  of  Lorain  chief  clerk  in  the 
Shape  mill  office  of  the  National  Tube  Com- 
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pany  and  president  of  the  city  Board  of  Public 
Service  of  Lorain,  is  a  native  of  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  February  2, 
1870.  His  father,  James  Gard,  and  his  mother, 
Caroline  Williams,  were  both  natives  of  Corn- 
wall, England.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  country  and  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1853,  locating  at  Johnstown;  both  are 
now  deceased.  James  Gard  and  one  of  his 
sons,  Andrew,  lost  their  lives  in  the  terrible 
catastrophe  of  the  Johnstown  flood. 

John  Gard  was  reared  in  Johnstown  and 
educated  in  the  common  and  high  schools.  In 
1889  he  began  to  work  for  the  iron  and  steel 
concern  known  as  the  Johnson  Company, 
which  moved  from  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
to  Lorain,  Ohio,  in  1895,  and  is  now  owned 
by  the  National  Tube  Company.  When  they 
located  in  Lorain  Mr.  Gard  came  with  them, 
and  has  now  been  identified  with  these  people, 
though  under  two  names,  for  a  period  of  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  during  this  time  has 
been  promoted  from  time  to  time,  beginning  in 
a  minor  office  position,  to  his  present  post  of 
responsibility.  He  is-  a  conscientious  and  in- 
dustrious employe,  and  has  at  heart  the  inter- 
est of  his  employers. 

Mr.  Gard  has  taken  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs  in  Lorain.  In  1904  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  a 
period  of  four  years,  taking  the  office  January 
I,  1905,  but  after  serving  one  year,  resigned 
on  account  of  being  elected  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Service,  taking  office  in  Janu- 
ary, 1906,  and  in  November,  1907,  he  was  re- 
elected. In  January,  1908,  he  was  chosen 
president  of  the  board.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  blue  lodge,  chapter  and  council  of  the 
Masonic  Order,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce  of  Lorain. 

Mr.  Gard  married  Clara  A.,  daughter  of 
Lawrence  Kalb,  who  was  born  at  Danbury, 
Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son,  John,  aged  seven 
years. 

Dr.  Abel  G.  Rathbone  is  one  among  the 
best  known  members  of  the  medical  profession 
in  Ashtabula  county,  and  his  birthplace  was 
New  Lyme  on  the  12th  of  August,  1837,  born 
to  the  marriage  union  of  Erastus  and  xA.lice 
(Latimer)  Rathbone.  He  was  one  of  their 
six  children,  the  others  being:  Albert  I.,  who 
died  in  California :  Edwin,  a  resident  of  Rome, 
Ohio,  and  John,  Jeanette  and  Leonora,  who 


died  in  Rock  Creek,  this  state.  The  father  of 
this  family  was  born  in  Salem,  Connecticut,  in 
1800,  and  in  1830  he  became  a  resident  of  New 
Lyme,  Ohio. 

Dr.  Rathbone  entered .  prof essional  life  as  a 
teacher,  having  taught  during  several  winters, 
and  he  also  read  medicine  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Porter  Kee.  Going  to  Kentucky 
in  1859  ^s  a  teacher,  he  also  attended  medical 
lectures,  while  during  the  winter  of  1 860-1  he 
attended  lectures  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  in 
the  following  year  in  the  University  of  Buffalo. 
With  this  excellent  preparation  he  entered 
upon  the  active  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion at  New  Lyme,  Ohio,  and  has  ever  since 
continued  at  the  front  as  a  medical  practitioner, 
his  work  being  mainly  office  practice.  During 
twenty-five  years  he  has  also  conducted  a  drug 
store.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ashtabula 
County  Medical  Society  and  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  a  stanch  and  true  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  since  age  has 
conferred  upon  him  the  right  of  franchise  he' 
has  voted  for  each  of  its  presidential  candi- 
dates with  the  exception  of  Lincoln,  whose 
election  occurred  during  his  stay  in  Kentucky, 
a  splendid  record  in  the  interests  of  Repub- 
licanism. 

Dr.  Rathbone  married  in  1859,  Finette  P. 
Watson,  a  daughter  of  Harvey  Watson,  of 
Rock  Creek,  and  three  daughters  have  been 
born  of  this  union.  Alice  J.,  the  eldest,  is  the 
wife  of  Alexander  T.  Switzer,  of  Mansfield, 
Ohio;  Belle  was  formerly  a  teacher,  and  she 
is  now  the  wife  of  Ward  H.  Nye,  superintend- 
ent of  the  public  schools  at  Billings,  Montana, 
but  formerly  superintendent  of  schools  at 
Oberlin,  this  state.  May  Belle  is  the  wife  of 
C.  Will  Day,  who  was  a  professor  of  music, 
and  at  present  is  a  resident  of  Tucson,  Ari- 
zona, but  formerly  a  teacher  in  New  Lyme 
Institute.  Mrs.  Day  is  also  a  teacher  of  music, 
and  was  formerly  connected  with  the  Con- 
servatory of  Music  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas. 

Bentley  F.  Crane  was  born  in  ShalersviUe 
township  April  30,  1836,  and  he  represents 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Portage  county. 
It  was  founded  here  by  his  paternal  grand- 
parents, Belden  and  Aseneth  Crane,  in  the  early 
and  formative  period.  With  Belden  Crane's 
brother  Simeon  they  left  Salisbury,  Connecti- 
cut, their  native  state,  with  ox  team,  a  lead 
horse  and  a  cow,  and  locating  first  near  Can- 
field  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  they  cleared 
land  there,  set  out  an  orchard,  and  otherwise 
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made  preparations  for  a  home,  but  being- 
obliged  to  sell  their  possessions  there  they  came 
on  to  Shalersville  township,  in  Portage  county, 
where  they  again  settled  in  the  woods  and 
started  anew  to  carve  out  a  home  in  a  new 
and  unsettled  region.  They  were  the  second 
family  to  locate  in  this  township,  and  here 
they  reared  their  family  and  became  promi- 
nent and  representative  citizens.  Among  their 
children  was  Frederick  Crane,  who  was  born 
in  their  old  home  in  Connecticut,  and  he  mar- 
ried in  his  early  manhood  Sarah  W.  Hanks, 
who  left  Vermont,  where  she  was  born,  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  years  to  live  with  a  sister 
in  Portage  county,  and  having  received  a  good 
education  she  taught  school  for  seventy-five 
cents  a  week  and  boarded  around  among  the 
patrons  of  the  school.  On  even  this  small 
wage  she  saved  enough  money  to  purchase  a 
few  articles  with  which  to  begin  housekeep- 
ing, and  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
began  life  for  themselves  on  a  farm  belonging 
to  his  father  in  Shalersville  township,  but  after 
a  few  years  his  mother  died  and  they  then 
went  to  the  old  Crane  homestead  and  lived 
with  his  father,  there  spending  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  husband  passing  away  at 
the  age  of  forty-five  years,  in  1845,  ^"^^  ^^^ 
widow  lived  on  until  she  had  reached  the  age 
of  ninety-two  years,  dying  in  the  year  of  1901. 
Their  four  children  are:  Ashley,  whose  home 
is  in  Shalersville;  Bentley  F.,  the  subject  of 
this  review;  Frances,  the  widow  of  Martin 
Smith  and  a  resident  of  Akron,  this  state ;  and 
Rolland,  whose  home  is  in  Massillon,  Ohio. 

With  his  brother  Ashley,  Bentley  F.  Crane 
conducted  the  farms  belonging  to  their  father, 
numbering  in  all  about  216  acres,  and  finally 
purchasing  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  property  he  has  kept  adding  to  his  real 
estate  interests  until  he  now  owns  an  estate  of 
over  600  acres,  all  of  which  lies  in  one  body, 
with  the  exception  of  eighty-seven  and  a  half 
acres,  but  all  is  located  within  Shalersville 
township,  while  seventy-five  acres  is  devoted 
to  a  maple  sugar  orchard.  Mr.  Crane  follows 
a  general  line  of  farming  and  conducts  a  large 
dairy,  shipping  his  milk  to  Cleveland. 

By  his  marriage,  in  October  of  1859,  to 
Sarah  Houpt,  from  Wilkesbarre,  Pennsylva- 
nia, a  daughter  of  Philip  Houpt,  also  from  that 
state,  he  has  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daug:hter.  The  elder,  Harry  Z.,  resided  on 
his  father's  farm  until  his  death,  on  June  21, 
1908.  He  had  married  Cordie  Coit,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Royal  B.  and  Julia  (Ross)   Coit,  and 


their  four  children  are:  Royal,  who  lives  with 
his  mother  and  conducts  the  homestead  farm, 
and  Austin,  Verdie  and  Paul,  also  with  their 
mother.  The  daughter  of  Mr.  Crane,  Nellie, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Hurd,  and  they  live  in 
Mantua,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Crane  died  on  the  14th 
of  January,  1891,  and  since  then  the  husband 
has  resided  alone.  He  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

George  W.  Ritter. — A  native  son  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  Mr.  Ritter  has  gained  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  able  younger  members  of 
its  bar,  and  he  is  engaged  in  the  successful 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  San- 
dusky, Erie  county,  where  he  has  well  ap- 
pointed offices  in  the  Sloane  building.  George 
William  Ritter  was  born  in  the  village  of  Ver- 
milion, Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1886,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Louise  (Hauth) 
Ritter,  both  of  whom  were  born  and  reared  in 
Germany,  where  they  were  educated  and  where 
their  marriage  was  solemnized.  John  Ritter 
was  born  in  the  province  of  Westphalia,  Ger- 
many, on  the  24th  of  November,  1850,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  Baden,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
i860.  The  father  was  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  land, 
and  served  the  requisite  period  in  the  German 
army.  In  the  fatherland  also  he  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor,  which  he  there  followed  until 
1 88 1,  when  he  came  to  America  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Vermilion  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  business  as  a 
merchant  tailor  and  where  he  is  held  in  un- 
qualified esteem  as  a  citizen.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  politics  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  zealous  and  devout  members  of  the  Ger- 
man Evangelical  church.  John  Ritter  died 
October  19,  1903. 

George  W.  Ritter  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  for  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline,  and  was  graduated  in  the 
Vermilion  high  school  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1902.  Thereafter  he  continued  his 
academic  studies  in  Baldwin  University,  at 
Berea,  Ohio,  and  he  then  entered  the  Cleve- 
land Law  School,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in 
which  excellent  institution  he  completed  the 
prescribed  technical  course  and  was  graduated 
on  the  7th  of  June,  1906,  with  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  the  state  of  Ohio  on  the  i8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1907,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the 
United  States  courts  on  the  23d  of  March, 
1909.  He  gained  his  education  mainly  through 
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his  own  efforts,  as  he  earned  the  funds  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  his  college  training, 
deriving  the  requisite  income  principally 
through  his  work  in  making  fish  nets.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  the  active  work  of  his 
profession  in  Sandusky  from  the  time  of  his 
graduation,  and  here  he  has  proved  himself 
well  fortified  in  the  minutiae  of  the  science  of 
jurisprudence  and  in  the  practical  application 
of  the  same  as  an  effective  advocate  and  coun- 
selor. He  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Bar  Asso- 
ciation and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
his  professional  confreres.  In  politics  Mr. 
Ritter  is  found  aligned  as  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
when  but  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  was  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  the  office  of  mayor 
of  Vermilion,  his  native  town,  but  was  de- 
feated, though,  as  he  facetiously  states,  he  cast 
his  first  vote  on  an  official  ballot  supporting 
himself.  Mr.  Ritter  is  affiliated  with  Ely 
Lodge,  No.  424,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and  Vermilion  Tent,  No.  19,  Knights  of  the 
Maccabees  of  the  World.  He  is  commander 
of  F.  W.' Stevens  Tent,  No.  1,296,  K.  O.  T. 
M.  M. ;  member  of  the  Sunyendeand  Club,  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  San- 
dusky Business  Men's  Association.  He  is  a 
bachelor. 

Charles  Sumner  Putnam,  of  Conneaut, 
born  in  the  township  of  Stockton,  Chautauqua 
county,  New  York,  May  2*],  1859,  is  one  of 
the  prominent  business  and  public  men  of 
Ashtabula  county,  having  been  a  leader  in 
the  newspaper  field,  as  well  as  given  note- 
worthy service  to  both  the  state  and  national 
governments.  He  is  directly  descended  from 
John  Putnam,  who  emigrated  from  England 
with  his  three  sons  and  settled  in  Massachu- 
setts early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Al- 
though General  Israel  Putnam  sprang  from  a 
collateral  branch,  Charles  S.  has  an  almost 
equally  famous  ancestor  in  the  person  of  Gen- 
eral Rufus  Putnam,  a  Revolutionary  officer  of 
distinction,  and  the  founder  of  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Captain  Andrew  Putnam,  a  near  relative  of 
the  latter,  moved  from  Massachusetts  and 
finally  settled  in  Chautauqua  county.  New 
York,  in  181 7.  His  entire  family  of  twelve 
boys  and  one  girl  accompanied  him  at  that 
time  to  what  was  a  forest  wilderness  of  west- 
ern New  York.  Newell,  the  eldest  son  (grand- 
father of  Charles  S.),  cleared  and  improved 
most  of  his  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  situ- 
ated near  the  original  family  homestead,  and 


resided  there  for  more  than  forty  y^ars.  Then, 
retiring  from  active  work,  he  disposed  of  the 
property  to  his  son,  Welcome,  and  removed  to 
Conneaut.  Ohio,  living  twenty  years  near  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  the  wife  of  Rev.  O.  T. 
Wyman.  At  the  death  of  his  wife,in  1887, New- 
ell Putnam  returned  to  Chautauqua  county, 
whither  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyman  had  moved,  and 
again  made  his  home  with  his  daughter.  Two 
years  prior  to  his  demise  he  again  removed 
with  her  to  Norwich,  New  York,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-five  years.  The  deceased  was  an  in- 
dustrious, thorough  and  successful  farmer,  a 
man  of  strict,  even  stem,  morality,  a  tee- 
totaler, and  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
He  was  also  a  stanch  patriot,  being  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  181 2  and  a  participant  in  the 
battle  of  Lundy's  Lane. 

Welcome,  the  father  of  Charles  S.  Putnam, 
was  born  and  reared  on  the  old  farm  in 
Stockton,  Chautauqua  county,  and  also  died 
there  in  October,  1872,  aged  fifty-two  years. 
He  was  a  sturdy  pillar  of  the  Methodist 
church,  well  educated,  intelligent  and  public- 
spirited.  From  the  date  of  organization  of 
the  Republican  party,  in  1856,  he  was  one 
of  its  most  ardent  members  in  Chautauqua 
countv,  and  his  unbounded  admiration  for  its 
great  Massachusetts  leader,  Charles  Sumner, 
was  the  cause  of  bestowing  the  name  upon  his 
son.  Welcome  Putnam  married  Mrs.  Maria 
L.  (Flagg)  Putnam,  and,  besides  the  son  men- 
tioned, became  the  father  of  a  daughter,  May 
v.,  who  was  born  in  1861,  and  married  W.  B. 
Horton,  an  insurance  agent  of  Jamestown, 
New  York.  The  mother  died  in  March,  1892, 
at  the  age  of  seventy  years,  her  characteristics 
of  great  energy  and  intense  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  the  Methodist  church  being  lightened 
by  a  cheerfulness  and  sunny  kindness  which 
gave  her  broad  and  remarkable  influence. 
Mrs.  Welcome  Putnam  was  twice  married, 
her  first  husband  being  James  Putnam,  cousin 
of  Welcome,  by  whom  she  had  one  son,  Edgar 
P.,  of  Jamestown,  New  York.  The  latter 
made  a  fine  record  for  bravery  as  a  Union 
soldier,  being  promoted  from  the  ranks  to 
major  and  honored  with  a  congressional  medal 
of  honor  for  distinguished  gallantry  on  the 
battlefield.  He  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  all  through  his  service  of  about  four 
years,  serving  for  a  time  on  General  Sheri- 
dan's staflf.  After  the  war  he  was  employed 
on  the  government  surveys  in  northern  Min- 
nesota and  invested  in  pine  lands,  which  even- 
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tually  netted  him  a  small  fortune.  In  1873  he 
returned  to  his  former  home  in  Stockton  and 
soon  moved  his  own  and  his  mother's  family 
to  Jamestown,  New  York,  where  he,  after  sev- 
eral years  in  the  drug  business,  became  post- 
master and  later  county  clerk  of  Chautauqua 
county.  He  is  now  a  prominent  Republican 
and  citizen  of  that  city,  superintendent  of  its 
public  parks,  a  director  in  its  leading  banks, 
and  owner  of  several  valuable  business  blocks. 

Charles  S.  finished  his  education  in  the 
Jamestown  union  high  school  and  in  1876, 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  settled  at  Conneaut, 
the  residence  of  his  grandparents.  He  there 
became  a  printer  in  the  office  of  the  Conneaut 
Reporter,  and  on  March  8,  1878,  married 
Laura  E.  Stone,  daughter  of  E.  A.  and  Eliza 
A.  Stone,  and  the  children  of  their  union  are 
as  follows:  Eppie  May,  born  June  3,  1879, 
now  registry  clerk  in  the  postoffice ;  and  Wal- 
ter E.,  born  February  14,  1886,  now  manager 
of  the  Conneaut  Printing  Company,  publish- 
ing the  Conneaut  News-Herald.  Mrs.  Put- 
nam was  born  June  23,  1858,  and  is  a  lady  of 
culture  and  high  moral  character,  devoted  to 
her  family  and  home  rather  than  to  social  life. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

In  the  fall  of  1878,  in  company  with  his 
brother-in-law,  L.  V.  Stone,  he  established  the 
Conneaut  Express,  In  the  following  year  Mr. 
Stone  sold  his  interest  to  G.  P.  Foster,  of  Ge- 
neva, Ohio,  where  the  publication  of  that 
paper  was  continued,  with  Mr.  Putnam  as 
editor  and  manager.  After  a  long  illness,  the 
latter  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  with  re- 
stored, health,  located  at  Cleveland,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  as  a  printer  for  a  year. 
In  1882  he  returned  to  Conneaut,  purchased 
a  half  interest  in  the  Reporter,  with  J.  P. 
Rieg,  and  the  two  continued  its  publication 
until  1889.  During  the  last  year  of  this  part- 
nership he  held  the  state  office  of  warden  of 
Lake  Erie,  his  enforcement  of  the  fishing  laws 
being  both  vigorous  and,  at  times,  most  ex- 
citing. He  resigned  the  office  after  one  year's 
experience.  During  1888-89  he  was  also  in 
the  newspaper  advertising  business.  In  1890 
he  was  appointed  special  census  agent,  assigned 
to  the  work  of  collecting  statistics  relative  to 
farms,  homes  and  mortgages.  At  its  conclu- 
sion he  was  transferred  to  a  clerkship  in  the 
census  bureau  at  Washington,  but  resigned  in 
June,  1892,  to  establish  himself  at  Conneaut 
in  the  furniture  and  undertaking  business,  with 
John  Smith,  who,  in  June,  1893,  sold  his  inter- 
est to  C.  H.  Simonds,  of  Jefferson,  Ohio. 
Under  the  firm  name  of  Putnam  &  Simonds, 


the  business  was  continued  until  March,  1900, 
when  he  sold  his  interest. 

July  I,  1899,  he  became,  by  appointment 
of  President  McKinley,  postmaster  of  Con- 
neaut, which  position  he  still  occupies  on  the 
date  of  this  publication,  and  is  now  serving 
his  third  term  in  that  office.  Soon  after  be- 
coming postmaster,  he  was  instrumental  in 
securing  the  erection  of  one  of  the  finest 
buildings,  with  best  equipment  for  postoffice 
purposes,  outside  of  the  federal  buildings,  on 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  he  is  now  working, 
with  good  prospects  of  success,  toward  secur- 
ing the  erection  of  a  public  postoffice  building 
by  the  government.  One  year  after  taking 
office  he  had  secured  city  free  delivery,  this 
.service  beginning  simultaneously  with  the  re- 
moval of  the  office  into  its  new  building,  in 
July,  1900.  In  March,  1904,  he  secured  rural 
free  delivery  for  the  entire  territory  around 
Conneaut.  Four  routes  were  established,  which 
superseded  and  abolished  eight  small  post- 
offices.  During  the  period  of  his  incumbency 
the  Conneaut  postoffice  has  trebled  its  busi- 
ness and  receipts.  He  started  in  office  with 
four  employes;  now  he  has  supervision  over 
twenty-five  regular  and  substitute  employes. 

Mr.  Putnam  is  a  member  of  the  Colonial 
Club,  the  Masonic  and  Elks  lodges,  and  is 
affiliated  with  the  fraternal  insurance  orders 
of  Royal  Arcanum,  National  Union  and  Amer- 
ican Insurance  Union. 

Maurice  A.  Knight,  manager  of  the  A.  J. 
Weeks  Chemical  and  Stoneware  Company,  of 
Akron,  was  born  at  Tidioute,  Pennsylvania, 
September  8,  1883.  He  is  a  son  of  Dr.  C.  M. 
and  May  (Acomb)  Knight.  His  father  has 
been  professor  of  chemistry  and  physics  at 
Buchtel  College  for  thirty-five  years.  The 
Knight  family  emigrated  from  England  to 
Massachusetts  soon  after  the  colony  was  estab- 
lished at  Plymouth,  and  were  patriots.  Mr. 
Knight's  great-great-grandfather  was  a  soldier 
under  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  and  his 
great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  The  original  homestead  in  Vermont  has 
always  been  occupied  by  some  descendant  of 
the  family. 

Maurice  A.  Knight  attended  the  public 
schools  of  Akron  until  he  reached  his  four- 
teenth year  and  prepared  for  college  at  Buchtel 
Academy;  entering  Buchtel  College  in  1902 
and  graduating  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Science  four  years  later.  Through  his  en- 
tire student  life  he  was  a  guide  and  classmate 
of  a  younger  brother,  Hal  Knight,  having  de- 
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layed  entering  upon  school  duties  until  his 
younger  brother  was  old  enough  to  accompany 
him.  During  the  last  years  of  his  college 
course  he  gave  special  attention  to  the  scien- 
tific study  of  the  chemical  and  geological  for- 
mation of  clay  deposits,  and  chose  for  a  grad- 
uating thesis  "The  Chemical  Analysis  of  the 
Typical  Clays  of  Summit  County,  Ohio."  Even 
then  he  had  decided  to  give  his  life  to  the 
shaping  and  burning  of  clay  into  various  use- 
ful articles.  On  leaving  college  he  entered  the 
factory  of  A.  J.  Weeks  and  began  at  the  bot- 
tom to  learn  the  business.  He  was  fortunate 
in  having  Mr.  Weeks  for  a  teacher  in  the  prac- 
tical side  of  the  business,  for  he  is  a  veteran 
in  the  service  and  knows  the  coarse  pottery 
business  from  "A  to  Z." 

Mr.  Knight  has  excellent  judgment  and  is 
successful  in  handling  men,  and,  aided  by  his 
thorough  scientific  training,  gives  promise  of 
attaining  prominence  in  his  chosen  field  of 
work.  He  is  a  member  of  the  college  frater- 
nity, Phi  Kappa  Epsilon,  and  still  takes  inter- 
est in  college  athletics,  and  has  been  an  officer 
of  the  Alumni  Association. 

Mr.  Knight  married  Lulu  L.  Weeks,  the 
daughter  of  his  employer,  on  June  4,  1907. 
Mrs.  Knight  was  a  college  classmate  and 
brings  to  tneir  attractive  home  a  rare  taste  in 
literature  and  music.  Thev  have  one  son, 
named  for  his  father,  Maurice  A.  Knight,  Jr. 

Richard  Garlick. — Among  the  native  sons 
of  the  Western  Reserve  who  have  here  gained 
such  prestige  as  to  merit  the  title  of  captain 
of  industry  is  Richard  Garlick,  a  well  known 
and  essentially  representative  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man  of  Youngstown,  where  he  is  actively 
identified  with  many  important  industrial  and 
financial  concerns  which  contribute  materially 
to  the  precedence  of  the  city,  the  county  and 
the  fine  old  Western  Reserve.  He  gives  the 
major  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  his 
executive  duties  in  connection  with  the  aflFairs 
of  the  Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube  Company, 
of  which  he  is  treasurer.  On  other  i)ages  of 
■  this  publication  is  entered  a  review  of  the  ca- 
reer of  his  honored  father,  Henry  M.  Garlick, 
so  that  a  repetition  of  the  data  there  incorpo- 
rated is  not  demanded  in  the  present  article. 

Richard  Garlick  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Youngstown,  Mahoning,  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
2d  of  November,  1871,  and  to  the  public 
schools  of  that  city  he  is  indebted  for  his  early 
educational  training,  which  included  a  course 
in  the  Rayen  high  school,  after  which  he  con- 


tinued his  studies  for  two  years  in  historic  old 
Yale  University.  Upon  his  return  to  Youngs- 
town he  became  identified  with  the  operations 
of  the  Lloyd  Booth  Company,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  rolHng  mill  machinery,  and 
with  this  concern  he  was  connected  consecu- 
tively until  1900,  when  he  assumed  the  office 
of  treasurer  of  the  Youngstown  Sheet  and 
Tube  Company,  one  of  the  important  corpora- 
tions identified  with  the  iron  manufacturing 
industry  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Of  this 
position  he  has  since  remained  the  efficient  and 
popular  incumbent,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of 
the  directorate  of  the  Dollar  Savings  and  Trust 
Company  and  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Youngstown ;  a  director  of  the  American  Belt- 
ing Company,  of  this  city;  president  of  the 
Concrete  Stone  and  Sand  Company,  of 
Youngstown,  and  a  stockholder  in  several 
other  important  corporations  of  a  local  order. 
He  is  a  prominent  and  valued  member  of  the 
Youngstown  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  is  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  high  civic  ideals  of  this 
organization,  which  has  done  much  to  pro- 
mote the  industrial  upbuilding  of  his  native 
city.  Not  only  as  a  business  man  but  also  as  a 
loyal  and  progressive  citizen  has  Mr.  Garlick 
maintained  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  has 
tended  to  conserve  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community,  and  he  is  held  in  unqualified  es- 
teem in  the  city  that  has  represented  his  home 
from  the  time  of  his  nativity  to  the  present. 

In  politics  Mr.  Garlick  gives  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  First  Presbyterian  church 
and  are  popular  in  the  best  social  activities  of 
the  community;  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Youngstown  Club,  a  representative  social  or- 
ganization. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1901,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Garlick  to  Miss  Mary 
Holmes  Wells,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Youngstown,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Thomas  H.  Wells,  a  representative  citizen 
of  Mahoning  county. 

Jacob  Piiile,  a  prominent  farmer  of  Port- 
age county,  was  born  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  January  3,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Magdalene  Phile,  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, who  immigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Mahoning  county,  first  purchas- 
ing but  thirty-seven  acres  of  land.  Later  they 
removed  to  Edinburg,  where  they  purchased 
T  T  r  acres. 

Jacob   Phile   was  educated    in    the    public 
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schools,  and  then  helped  in  the  work  of  his 
father's  farm.  His  father  died  when  he  was 
about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  he  then 
left  home,  working  for  iarmers  until  he  had 
saved  enough  money  to  start  farming  for  him- 
self on  III  acres.  He  has  been  sucpessful  in 
the  conduct  of  his  affairs,  and  has  won  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  community.  He  has 
served  some  time  as  township  trustte,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Phile  married.  May  7,  1850,  Siisan  Col- 
well,  and  they  have  been  blessed  with  seven 
children,  namely:  Amelia,  Wallace,  Dwight, 
Lorinda,  Albert,  Charles  and  Hattie.  Mr. 
Phile  has  the  unusual  honor  of  thirteen  grand- 
children and  nine  great-grandchildren. 

FitrVNK  J.  Frank,  city  auditor  of  Lorain, 
was  born  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  January  8, 
1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  Frank,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1865,  locating  in  Louisville.  The  family 
moved  to  Fremont,  Ohio,  in  1872,  and  it  was 
in  the  latter  city  that  Frank  was  reared  and 
received  his  education.  In  1885  he  entered  a 
drug  store  in  Fremont,  as  an  apprentice,  and 
four  years  later  went  to  Norwalk,  Ohio,  and 
spent  one  year  in  a  drug  store.  Mr.  Frank 
has  been  identified  with  Lorain  since  1890,  and 
first  began  work  in  the  drug  store  of  W.  A. 
Jewett;  in  1892  he  purchased  the  business, 
which  he  successfully  conducted  ten  years,  and 
then  sold  his  interests.  He  entered  the  receiv- 
ing department  of  the  National  Tube  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  until  January  i,  1908, 
being  at  that  time  elected  to  his  present  posi- 
tion of  auditor  for  the  city  of  Lorain.  He  is 
a  keen  business  man,  and  enterprising  and  up- 
to-date  in  his  methods  and  ideas.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commerce,  of  which 
he  is  a  director.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Maccabees.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Business  Men's  Club. 

Mr.  Frank  married  Belle  M.,  daughter  of 
George  Butts,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  she  was 
bom.  Her  father  was  a  descendant  of  an  old 
New  York  family,  and  moved  from  Michigan 
to  Ohio. 

Thomas  C.  Lkith:r,  D.  D.  S. — In  the  death 
of  Dr.  Thomas  Chalmers  Leiter  at  his  home 
in  Wadsworth  on  the  9th  of  March,  1910, 
there  passed  away  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished representatives  of  the  dental  profes- 
sion in  Medina  county,  and  whose  influence 
in  connection  with  business  affairs  was  irKDst 


potent.  He  was  essentially  a  representative 
citizen  of  the  Western  Reserve,  was  a  man 
of  exalted  character,  and  ever  commanded 
the  unequivocal  confidence  and  affectionate 
regard  of  those  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. He  was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
within  its  confines  practically  his  entire  life 
was  passed. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  Dr.  Leiter 
were  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Beck)  Leiter,  both 
of  whom  were  born  at  Leitersburg,  Maryland, 
where  they  accumulated  a  good  property  and 
where  they  reared  a  large  family  of  children, 
namely:  David,  John,  Jacob,  George,  Felix, 
Samuel  B.,  Henry,  Abraham,  Mary,  Anna  and 
Catherine.  The  children  received  the  solici- 
tous care  of  their  honored  parents,  who  by 
precept  and  example  inculcated  those  princi- 
ples of  right  and  justice  that  ever  represent 
the  plumb  of  character.  It  was  a  matter  of 
unbounded  satisfaction  to  the  parents  that  all 
of  their  children  became  staunch  church  mem- 
bers, some  of  them  having  united  with  the 
Lutheran  church  and  others  with  the  Re- 
formed church.  Two  of  the  sons,  George  and 
Samuel  B.,  became  clergymen,  and  the  former 
completed  a  divinity  course  at  Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania.  The  honored  father  was  finally 
summoned  to  eternal  rest,  but  not  until  he  had 
seen  his  children  comfortably  settled  in  life. 
After  his  demise  his  widow  and  children  dis- 
posefl  of  their  home  at  Leitersburg  and 
removed  to  Ohio,  which  was  then  considered 
the  far  West.  In  1835  ^^ey  made  their  advent 
into  Mansfield,  Ohio,  and  soon  they  estab- 
lished comfortable  homes.  Two  of  the  sons, 
David  and  John,  located  on  farms  near  Lucas, 
and  others  of  the  sons  learned  and  followed 
productive  trades.  Henry  established  himself 
in  the  drug  business,  with  which  he  continued 
to  be  identified  until  the  memorable  discovery 
of  gold  in  California,  when  he  went  to  that 
state,  where  he  died  soon  afterward.  George 
and  Samuel  B.  wefe  assigned  by  the  boards 
of  their  respective  churches  to  take  up  mis- 
sionary work  in  Ohio,  and  they  found  a  gen- 
erous field  for  labor  in  Richland  and  adjoining 
counties. 

The  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Leiter,  father  of  the 
subject  of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Maryland,  on  the  19th  of  April, 
1809,  and  was  there  reared  to  maturity  near 
the  village  of  Leitersburg,  which  was  named 
in  honor  of  the  family  of  which  he  was  a 
member.     He  received  good  educational  ad- 
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vantages  of  a  preliminary  order  and  prepared 
for  the  ministry  of  the  Reformed  church  bv  a 
course  of  study  in  a  theological  institution  of 
that  church  in  York,  Pennsylvania,  and 
through  training  under  the  tutorship  of  the 
learned  Dr.  Meyer.  In  1835  he  was  licensed 
to  preach  by  the  Maryland  classis,  and  at 
Hagerstown,  Maryland,  in  November  of  the 
same  year  he  was  ordained  to  the  ministry 
of  the  Reformed  church.  It  was  soon  after 
this  that  he  came  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
assigned  work  by  the  lx)ard  of  missions  of  his 
church,  and  he  located  at  Mansfield,  where  he 
maintained  his  home  for  nine  vears.  He  then 
removed  to  Rome,  Richland  county,  where  he 
continued  his  labors  for  the  ensuing  five  years, 
and  the  lf»ng  period  of  eighteen  years  there- 
after he  passed  at  Xavarre,  Stark  county, 
Ohio.  In  Aj)ril,  1868,  he  removed  to  Wads- 
worth,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  here  he 
continued  in  the  active  work  of  his  noble 
calling  for  many  years,  his  last  pastorate 
having  been  that  of  Emmanuel  church.  He 
was  a  man  of  high  scholarship  and  of  great 
ability  as  a  speaker.  He  received  from  Heidel- 
berg College,  at  Tiffin,  this  state,  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  The  life  of  a  pioneer 
clergyman  was  by  no  means  one  of  sybaritic 
order,  but  Rev.  Dr.  Leiter  was  among  the 
brave  band  of  young  men  who  willingly  sac- 
rificed manv  comforts  and  encountered  vicis- 
situdcs  and  hardships  in  order  to  carry  the 
gos])el  to  the  pioneer  communities  and  to 
minister  to  those  in  afiliction  or  distress.  It 
may  well  be  said  that  the  present  generation 
is  reaping  the  fruits  of  the  good  seed  sown 
by  those  faithful  servants  of  the  great  Master. 
As  a  young  man  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Leiter  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  R.  Warner, 
who  was  native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and 
was  a  daughter^  of  (Icorge  and  Rebecca 
(Howenstine)  Warner,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  Franklin  county,  Penn- 
svlvania. 

Cieorge  Warner  owned  ^  and  conducted  ex- 
tensive iron  works  and  was  also  identified 
with  other  important  industrial  enterprises  in 
the  village  of  I^nidan.  I^>anklin  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  finally  disposed  of  all  his 
interests  in  the  old  Keystone  state  and  set 
forth  to  establish  a  new  home  in  Ohio.  After 
a  long  and  tiresome  journey,  the  family 
finally  arrived  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  in  1824. 
At  a  point  about  ten  miles  west  of  the  city 
of  Canton,  that  county,  Mr.  Warner  pur- 
chased  seven   hundred   acres  of  most    fertile 


and  productive  land,  to  the  reclamation  of 
which  he  at  once  turned  his  attention  with  all 
of  energy  and  determination.  He  brought  a 
considerable  amount  of  his  land  under  culti- 
vation, but  was  not  spared  to  continue  the 
development  of  his  property.  He  died  in 
middle  life,  leaving  his  widow  and  nine  chil- 
dren to  face  the  problems  and  strenuous 
labors  of  life  in  the  pioneer  district.  The 
daughter,  Eliza  R.,  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
January,  1825,  being  the  youngest  of  nine 
children  and  the  onlv  one  of  the  number  born 
in  Ohio.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  she 
accompanied  her  sister,  Mrs.  Chapman,  to 
\'irginia,  but  eight  months  later  she  returned 
to  Navarre,  Ohio.  Her  guardian,  Charles 
Poe,  placed  her  in  the  care  of  Dr.  Hopkins 
and  his  wife,  who  conducted  a  school  for 
young  ladies  at  Canton,  and  she  later  entered 
a  seminarv  conducted  bv  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Beattv. 
In  the  autumn  of  1839  the  Rev.  I.  M.  Goshorn 
and  his  wife  opened  a  school  for  young  ladies 
in  Stark  county,  and  Miss  Warner,  who  was 
anxious  to  continue  her  school  work  near  her 
home,  entered  that  institution,  in  which  she 
continued  her  higher  academic  studies  for  one 
year.  Soon  afterward  was  solemnized  her 
marriage  to  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Leiter. 

Thomas  C.  Leiter,  to  whom  this  memoir 
is  dedicated,  was  born  on  the  old  Leiter  home- 
stead near  Navarre,  Stark  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  19th  of  March,  1859,  and  he  was  a  child 
at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  from 
Stark  county  to  Wadsworth,  Medina  county, 
in  which  village  he  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  received  his  early  educational  training, 
which  included  a  course  in  the  high  school. 
After  leaving  the  k)cal  schools  Dr.  Leiter 
entered  the  dental  department  of  the  cele- 
brated University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor, 
in  which  he  completed  the  prescribed  tech- 
nical course  and  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1880,  duly  receiving  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Dental  Surgery.  He  initiated 
the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Mon- 
roe, Michigan,  but  shortly  afterward  he  re- 
turned to  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  with  the  practice  of  his 
chosen  profession  during  the  remainder  of  his 
life.  He  achieved  a  high  reputation  and 
large  measure  of  success  in  connection  with 
his  profession,  which  represents  both  a  science 
and  a  mechanical  art. 

Dr.  Leiter  was  a  man  of  distinctive  busi- 
ness acumen  and  initiative,  and  this  led  him 
to  identifv  himself  with  various  industrial  and 
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business  enterprises  of  wide  scope  and  im- 
portance. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  Wadsworth  Salt  Company,  of  which  he 
was  treasurer  as  well  as  a  member  of  the 
directorate  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Wadsworth  and  was  a  member  of 
its  board  of  directors  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Wadsworth  Milling  Company,  but  he  finally 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  that  corporation. 
No  citizen  exemplified  more  insistent  public 
spirit  and  progressiveness,  and  none  has  con- 
tributed more  materially  to  the  civic  and  busi- 
ness development  of  the  thriving  little  town  of 
Wadsworth.  His  entire  life  was  marked  by 
inflexible  integrity  and  honor,  and  his  gra- 
cious and  genial  personahty  won  to  him  the. 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  in  the  various  circles  of  life. 

Dr.  Leiter  was  well  fortified  in  his  opinions 
as  to  matters  of  public  policy  and  was  one  of 
the  leaders  in  the  councils  of  the  Democratic 
party  in  his  home  county.  He  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  local  offices  of  public 
trust,  and  in  1892  was  candidate  for  presi- 
dential elector  for  the  twentieth  district  of 
Ohio,  but  was  defeated,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  the  Democratic  party  was  much  in  the 
minority  in  this  district.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Reformed  church,  as  is  also 
his  wife,  and  in  a  fraternal  way  was  affiliated 
with  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  1886,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Dr.  Leiter  to  Miss 
Ida  May  Detwiler,  who  was  born  at  James- 
town, California,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Sarah  (Neterauer)  Detweiler,  who 
are  now  residents  of  Wadsworth,  Medina 
county.  Mrs.  Leiter  is  a  woman  of  gracious 
presence  and  advanced  education,  having  at- 
tended both  Heidelberg  College,  in  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  and  Oberlin  College,  at  Oberlin,  this 
state.    Dr.  and  Mrs.  Leiter  had  no  children. 

In  conclusion  of  this  brief  tribute  to  the 
memorv  of  one  of  the  noble  and  honored 
citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve,  are  given, 
with  slight  paraphrase,  extracts  from  an  arti- 
cle that  appeared  in  The  Christian  World  of 
March  26,  19 10: 

"In  the  passing  of  Dr.  Thomas  Chalmers 
Leiter,  Trinity  Reformed  church  of  Wads- 
worth loses  a  faithful  member  and  Wads- 
worth a  valued  and  highly  respected  citizen. 
It  will  be  many  a  long  day  before  one  is  raised 
up  to  fill  the  large  place  he  occupied  in  the 


religious,  social  and  commercial  circles  in 
which  he  irioved.  A  man  of  commanding 
personality,  he  was  also  pleasant  in  his  ad- 
dress, gentle  in  spirit,  thoughtful  in  his  rela- 
tions with  others;  sympathetic,  kindly  and 
loving  in  his  home — in  fact,  his  were  rare 
qualities  in  a  man.  His  father  was  the  late 
Rev.  S.  B.  Leiter,  whose  name  is  familiar  to 
the  older  generation  of  Reformed  ministers 
and  a  household  name  in  this  and  surrounding 
communities.  The  spiritual  atmosphere  of 
the  manse  and  the  influence  of  godly  parents 
made  up  in  large  part  the  environment  in 
which  Dr.  Leiter's  deep  piety  and  religious 
sympathies  and  clear  spiritual  vision  were 
fostered,  and  which  shone  so  splendidly  in 
his  life  and  were  a  revelation  to  his  pastor 
in  the  few  and  brief  visits  that  were  allowed 
him  with  Dr.  Leiter  during  his  short  and 
fatal  illness. 

'*His  life  was  woven  into  the  very  life  of 
the  community.  By  all  he  was  considered 
as  one  needed  here.  But  God  in  his  infinite 
wisdom  had  other  plans  and  purposes  for  him, 
and  so  took  him.  He  united  with  the  Re- 
formed church  many  years  ago,  having  been 
catechised  and  confirmed  by  the  sainted  Rev. 
S.  G.  Goss,  D.  D.  Dr.  Goss  also  officiated 
at  his  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  May  Detweiler 
in  December  of  1886.  Mrs.  Leiter  and  many 
other  near  relations,  among  whom  are  his 
sister,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Colby,  and  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mabel  C.  Yeomans,  and  a  nephew.  Dr. 
F.  W.  Boyer,  all  of  Wadsworth,  survive. 
Besides  these,  four  sisters — Mrs.  Lutz,  Mrs. 
Yost,  Mrs.  McCormack  and  Mrs.  Foster — 
reside  in  distant  cities.  On  the  i8th  of 
February,  1910,  Dr.  Leiter  was  stricken  with 
appendicitis.  An  operation  had  been  success- 
fully performed.  Assisted  by  skilled  physi- 
cians and  nurses,  and  by  the  constant  care 
and  prayers  of  a  tender  wife  and  friends, 
nature  seemed  to  be  bringing  about  his  sure 
recovery.  But  on  Wednesday  morning, 
March  9,  just  as  the  dawn  was  lighting  up 
the  eastern  sky,  with  scarcely  a  warning  to 
the  watchers,  his  spirit  went  home  to  God. 
The  funeral  was  conducted  from  Trinitv 
Reformed  church  on  Saturday  afternoon, 
March  12,  the  pastor,  Rev.  G.  T.  N.  Beam, 
officiating,  and  being  assisted  by  the  Rev. 
J.  A.  Keller,  D.  D.,  and  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  RuflF, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  A  very 
large  congregation  assembled  to  mourn  with 
the  friends  and  to  do  honor  to  him  whom  thev 
all  loved." 
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Milton  B.  Hoskin. — The  name  of  Hoskin 
is  inseparably  identified  with  the  history  of 
Shalersville  township  from  its  early  and  form- 
ative period  to  latter  day  progress  and  pros- 
perity, and  Milton  B.  Hoskin,  in  the  third  gen- 
eration from  the  founder,  is  now  one  of  its 
most  prominent  agriculturists.  John  and 
Louie  (Malory)  Hoskin,  his  grandparents, 
drove  through  from  their  native  state  of  Con- 
necticut to  Shalersville  township.  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  as  early  as  1814,  and,  locating 
just  east  of  Shalersville  Center,  they  bought 
from  the  Connecticut  Land  Company  a  farm 
there  of  about  160  acres.  The  land  was  then 
covered  with  timber,  with  no  roads  leading, 
thereto,  and  with  others  of  the  brave  and  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  this  community  John  Hoskin 
was  obliged  to  clear  his  farm  and  prepare  it 
for  purposes  of  cultivation.  He  and  his  wife 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  on  this  place. 
Among  their  children  was  a  son,  Cyrus,  who 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  for  his  first  wife 
he  married  Myranda  Dye,  and  their  only  son 
and  child,  Vestley,  died  at  the  age  of  four 
years.  He  married  for  his  second  wife,  Naomi 
Isaac,  from  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was 
married,  and  afterward  she  went  with  her  hus- 
band to  his  farm  just  opposite  his  father's 
homestead,  and  there  they  lived  and  labored 
for  many  years,  the  husband  and  father  dying 
there  in  1883,  ^"^  the  wife  in  1898.  They  had 
two  sons,  Eugene  I.  and  Milton  B.,  both  in 
Shalersville  township. 

Milton  B.  Hoskin  was  born  in  this  town- 
ship April  6,  1846,  and  his  entire  life  has  been 
spent  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  In 
March  of  1883  he  bought  his  brother's  interest 
in  his  father's  homestead,  a  valuable  and  well 
improved  tract  of  172  acres,  and  he  is  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  dairying,  while  in  ad- 
dition he  also  has  a  large  maple  sugar  camp. 
He  married,  on  the  loth  of  May,  1871,  Ann 
Spray,  also  from  Shalersville  township,  and 
her  parents,  Charles  and  Mary  (Sterling) 
Spray,  were  from  England  and  Scotland  re- 
spectively. The  only  son  and  child  of  this 
imion  is  Plimon  C.  Hoskin,  whose  home  is  in 
Garrettsville.  He  married  a  Miss  Daniels,  and 
they  have  a  daughter,  Ruth.  Milton  B.  Hos- 
kin in  politics  supports  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party. 

William  Eugene  Guerin,  Jr. — An  able 
representative  of  the  legal  profession  in  the 
historic  old  Western  Reserve  is  William  E. 
Guerin,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 


profession  in  the  city  of  Sandusky,  where  he 
is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  King,  Guerin 
&  Ramsey,  in  which  his  confreres  are  Edmund 
B.  King  and  Russell  K.  Ramsey.  William 
Eugene  Guerin,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Fort  Scott, 
Kansas,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1871,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  E.  and  Martha  (Reynolds) 
Guerin.  His  father  was  born  at  Reynolds- 
burg,  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  and  his  mother  at 
Delaware,  Ohio.  The  father,  William  Estell 
Guerin,  was  born  on  the  29th  of  March,  1849, 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bourbon 
county,  Kansas.  His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  served 
as  a  member  of  the  state  senate  of  Kansas 
from  1869  to  1 87 1.  He  was  a  man  of  promi- 
nence and  influence  in  the  Sunflower  common- 
.  wealth,  and  there  his  vocation  was  that  of  at- 
torney at  law.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Seattle, 
Washington.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  review  is  a  daughter  of  Richard  W.  and 
Amanda  (Bixby)  Reynolds,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Wales  and  died  in  the  city 
of  Delaware,  Ohio,  in  1907,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  eighty-nine  years ;  his  wife  died  in  1904, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  genealogy  of 
the  Guerin  family  is  traced  back  to  stanch 
French-Huguenot  origin,  and  the  founder  of 
the  family  in  America  settled  in  historic  old 
Elizabethtown,  Union  county.  New  Jersey, 
after  having  been  compelled  to  leave  his  native 
land  owing  to  the  religious  persecutions  inci- 
dental to  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes. 

When  William  E.  Guerin,  Jr.,  was  a  child 
his  parents  returned  from  Kansas  to  Ohio  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Columbus,  the  cap- 
ital city  of  the  state.  There  he  gained  his  pre- 
liminary educational  discipline  in  the  public 
schools,  after  which  he  continued  higher  aca- 
demic studies  in  the  University  of  Ohio,  in  the 
same  city.  Later  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  New 
York,  which  he  left  in  1893.  He  was  shortly 
afterward  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ohio,  and 
from  1893  to  189s  he  was  engaged  in  the  work 
of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Columbus.  He 
then  removed  to  Sandusky,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  law 
and  where  he  has  gained  prestige  and  success 
as  an  able  trial  lawyer  and  well  fortified  coun- 
selor. His  firm  has  a  large  and  representative 
clientage  and  takes  rank  among  the  leading 
law  concerns  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve. 

Mr.  (juerin  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the 
principles  and  policies  for  which  the  Repub- 
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lican  party  stands  sponsor,  and  in  1902-3  he 
represented  Erie  county  in  the  seventy-fifth 
general  assembly  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio. 
He  has  completed  the  circle  of  York  and  Scot- 
tish Rite  Masonry,  in  which  time-honored  fra- 
ternity he  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
in  which  he  is  identified  with  the  consistory  in 
Cleveland.  He  also  holds  membership  in  the 
adjunct  organization,  the  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Chi  Psi  college  fraternity. 
From  1883  to  1889  he  held  membership  in  the 
Fourteenth  Regiment  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard. 

In  the  city  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of 
March,  1895,  Mr.  Guerin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Alice  Town  Greenleaf,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Albert  C.  and  Maria  (Snowden)  Green- 
leaf,  of  Columbus.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Guerin  have 
one  daughter,  Mary  Bancroft  Guerin,  who  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Columbus  in  1897. 

Lysander  Monroe  Bancroft. — A  lifelong 
resident  of  Nelson  township,  Portage  county, 
and  one  of  its  leading  agriculturists,  Lysander 
M.  Bancroft  is  familiarly  known  as  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  homesteads  within  its  limits, 
and  as  one  of  its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens. 
A  son  of  Barnos  Bancroft,  he  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  August  12,  1845, 
of  early  pioneer  stock,  his  great-grandparents, 
John  and  Grace  Bancroft,  and  his  grandfather, 
John  M.  Bancroft,  having  settled  in  the  West- 
em  Reserve  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  probably  about  181 1,  coming 
here  from  Massachusetts.  The  family  origi- 
nated in  England,  where  the  name  was  spelled 
Bancraft,  and  among  the  descendants  of  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  American  family  of 
Bancrofts  were  some  that  attained  prominence, 
one  of  whom  was  the  historian,  George  Ban- 
croft. 

John  M.  Bancroft  was  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  having  been  Hannah  King.  Coming  to 
the  Western  Reserve  with  his  family  in  181 1, 
he  bought  land  lying  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  east  of  Nelson  Center,  and  on  the  farm 
that  he  cleared  and  improved  spent  his  remain- 
ing years,  both  he  and  his  wife  rounding  out 
a  full  period  of  life.  They  were  the  parents 
of  four  children. 

Barnos  Bancroft  was  born  May  4,  1807,  in 
Granville,  Massachusetts,  and  at  the  age  of 
four  years  came  with  his  parents  to  Nelson 


township,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  years, 
dying  April  11,  1871.  During  the  three  score 
and  more  years  that  he  resided  here,  he  wit- 
nessed many  wonderful  transformations  in  the 
country  roundabout,  the  pathless  forests  giv- 
ing way  before  the  axe  of  the  pioneer,  and  as 
one  of  the  industrious  and  progressive  farmers 
of  the  township  contributed  his  full  share 
towards  developing  its  agricultural  resources. 
He  married,  in  Southington,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  Anna  Chalker,  their  marriage  being  sol- 
emnized March  27,  1834.  She  was  born  in 
Southington,  March  16,  1815,  and  died  March 
31,  1896,  on  the  home  farm,  her  body  being 
buried  beside  that  of  her  husband,  in  the  fam- 
ily lot  in  the  Nelson  cemetery. 

One  of  a  family  of  six  children,  Lysander 
M.  Bancroft  was  given  exceptional  educational 
advantages,  after  completing  his  studies  in  the 
academy  of  Nelson  township  taking  a  course 
at  the  Eclectic  Institute  in  Hiram  during  the 
time  that  H.  W.  Everest  was  the  acting  prin- 
cipal, Garfield,  the  principal,  being  away,  and 
subsequently  entering  the  Western  Reserve 
Seminary,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1865.  Desirous  then  of  taking  up  the  occu- 
pation to  which  he  was  bred,  Mr.  Bancroft  has 
since  been  busily  and  profitably  employed  in 
agricultural  pursuits  on  the  homestead  wfiere 
his  birth  occurred,  in  its  management  meeting 
with  well  merited  success. 

On  October  22,  1878,  in  Ridgeville,  Ohio, 
Mr.  Bancroft  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Celia  E.  Eldred,  who  was  born  in  that  place, 
January  14,  1849,  a  daughter  of  Francis  El- 
dred. Mr.  Eldred  was  born  August  24,  1805, 
in  German,  Chenango  county.  New  York,  and 
died  May  23,  1886,  in  Ridgeville,  Ohio.  He 
married,  February  22,  1831,  Adaline  Thomp- 
son, who  was  born  April  5,  1810,  in  Charles- 
ton, Portage  county,  and  she  died  October  23, 
1869,  ^"  Ridgeville,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Eldred  reared  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Two  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bancroft,  namely :  Clarence  Bur- 
dette,  born  October  27,  1879;  ^"d  Newton 
Algie,  born  September  14,  1881.  Newton  A. 
Bancroft,  now  a  resident  of  Braceville  town- 
ship, married,  October  8,  1907,  Lola  Carr,  of 
Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Dorothy,  born  January  18,  1909.  Mrs.  Lysan- 
der M.  Bancroft  died  at  the  family  home  De- 
cember 25,  1905. 

The  Pepoon  Family,  wmch  was  among  the 
first  to  be  established  at  Painesville  and  in  the 
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Western  Reserve,  was  planted  in  America  as 
a  result  of  the  Huguenot  persecutions,  which 
drove  so  many  refugees  to  this  country.  A 
branch  of  the  family  took  root  in  New  Eng- 
land, Joseph  Pepoon,  of  that  line,  being  born 
in  Colchester,  Connecticut,  August  2,  1749. 
His  wife,  known  before  her  marriage  as  Eu- 
nice Ayers,  was  born  December  7,  1762.  In 
the  spring  of  1802  the  husband  and  father  first 
came  to  the  site  of  Painesville,  having  ex- 
changed his  farm  in  Hebron,  Connecticut,  for 
500  acres  in  that  part  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  also  bought  i  ,000  acres  at  New  Line,  Ohio. 
During  the  summer  of  that  year  he  commenced 
to  clear  the  land  at  Painesville,  but  returned 
to  his  Connecticut  home  in  the  fall,  leaving  a 
Mr.  Root  in  charge  of  the  western  enterprise. 
In  the  spring  of  1803  Joseph  Pepoon  returned 
to  Ohio,  but  did  not  move  his  family  thither 
until  the  fall.  When  they  arrived  at  Buffalo 
thev  found  there  was  no  road  further  west, 
so  they  followed  the  lake  shore,  fording  each 
river  at  its  mouth.  When  they  reached  a  point 
opposite  Harpersfield.they  heard  that  there  was 
a  road  from  that  place  to  Painesville;  so  they 
struggled  up  to  that  small  settlement,  cutting 
down  trees  to  clear  a  wagon  path,  only  to  find 
the  report  false.  The  party  was  thus  forced 
to  take  again  to  the  beach,  and  Painesville  (or 
w-hat  was  then  in  existence)  was  finally 
reached.  One  of  the  attractions  which  drew 
the  family  to  that  place  was  Captain  Skin- 
ner's first  wife,  who  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Jo- 
seph Pepoon.  Then,  like  most  farmers,  he 
wanted  more  land  than  he  could  afford  in  Con- 
necticut; so  braved  the  west,  where  it  was 
plentiful  and  cheap.  He  died  when  sixty  years 
of  age  and  was  buried  in  the  first  Painesville 
cemetery,  being  a  Baptist  in  his  religious  faith. 
At  the  time  of  the  family  migration  the  son, 
Benjamin  Pepoon,  was  five  years  of  age,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Hebron.  June  9,  179^).  The 
subsequent  narrative  is  told  in  the  words  of 
his  eldest  daughter,  Julia  C,  as  follows: 

"Soon  after  the  Congregational  church  was 
organized  (in  1810,  I  believe),  my  grand- 
mother joined  it,  and  the  same  day  had  all  her 
five  children  baptized,  the  eldest  being  Silas, 
aged  nineteen,  and  the  youngest,  Augustus, 
about  ten  vears  old.  Mv  father  was  converted 
when  a  young,  man,  but  I  do  not  know  the  date 
of  his  joining  the  church.  He  was  always  in- 
terested in  its  affairs  and  was  a  faithful  at- 
tendant of  its  services  as  long  as  he  was  able. 
When  a  helpless  invalid  he  often  wished  that 
he  could  attend,  especially  prayer  meeting,  as 
in  his  early  life  he  often  had  neighborhood 


meetings  at  his  house.  All  the  education  he 
had  was  obtained  at  public  and  select  schools, 
although  at  one  time  he  taught  in  Mentor  and 
had  as  high  as  100  pupils  in  his  classes.  In 
so  large  an  establishment  he  was  obliged  to 
have  three  or  four  evening  sessions  during  the 
week — an  evening  for  spelling,  on  which  an 
essay  was  read  by  everyone  present;  an  eve- 
ning for  penmanship,  etc.'*  Benjamin  Pepoon 
also  gave  each  of  his  children  an  opportunity 
to  acquire  a  good  education,  willingly  spend- 
ing to  the  limit  of  his  means  for  that  purpose. 
He  was  also  very  much  interested  in  Sunday 
school  work,  and  was  superintendent  of  the 
first  Sabbath  school  organized  by  the  Congre- 
gationalists,  who  founded  the  first  regular 
church  at  Painesville.  Not  only  did  all  moral 
reforms  meet  with  his  earnest  support,  but  his 
private  life  was  a  model  of  virtue  and  tem- 
l)erance.  He  never  drank  intoxicants  in  any 
form,  and  when  a  teacher  cut  off  his  tea  and 
coffee,  because  he  thought  he  could  not  mend 
his  pens  as  skilfully  when  he  used  such  stimu- 
lants. He  was  a  pioneer  in  the  anti-slavery 
cause,  voting  for  Birney,  the  presidential  can- 
didate of  the  Liberty  party  in  1840. 

The  account  of  his  daughter  says  further: 

"Father  kept  a  station  of  the  Underground 
Railroad,  notwithstanding  the  risk  of  a  heavy 
fine  and  imprisonment.  He  would  keep  the 
runaway  slaves  concealed  in  the  hay-loft  and 
provide  them  with  food,  until  some  vessel  was 
due  at  Fairport  whose  captain  was  willing  to 
help  them  to  liberty.  Then  he  would  take  them 
in  his  large  farm  wagon,  concealing  them  with 
blankets  and  hav,  and  land  them  on  the  boat 
that  would  take  them  to  Canada  and  freedom. 
He  was  opposed  to  secret  societies,  especially 
to  Masonry,  believing  that  the  oaths  said  to 
be  taken  in  the  last  three  degrees  would  be 
directly  opposed  to  all  good  government.  Al- 
though father  was  a  man  who  never  sacri- 
ficed his  principles  to  policy,  but  persisted  in 
what  he  believed  to  be  his  dutv,  he  never  sued 
anvone,  and  was  never  sued  himself.  At  his 
death  he  was  within  three  weeks  of  eighty- 
seven  vears.  His  mind  failed  as  his  bodv 
weakened,  but  he  would  Icx^k  up  to  one  with 
such  a  beaming  smile,  and  he  was  so  peaceful 
and  happy,  that  it  was  a  pleasure  to  care  for 
him.  Like  many  other  aged  people  he  thought 
that  he  was  away  from  home,  and  used  occa- 
sionallv  to  ask  mother  if  she  would  not  take 
him  home  that  dav.  On  Mav  26,  1886,  he 
went  to  his  true  Home,  not  made  by  hands  or 
human  hearts." 
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To  the  above  account  it  may  be  added  that 
Benjamin  Pepoon  was  married  three  times,  his 
first  wife  being  Charlotte  Gillette,  a  sister  of 
the  first  wife  of  W.  L.  Perkins.  From  this 
union  there  were  two  children — a  son,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Julia  Charlotte,  who  grad- 
uated from  Oberlin  College  in  1857  and  lived 
to  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  dying  at  Walla 
Walla,  Washington,  May  21,  1909.  The 
mother  died  when  this  daughter  was  only  ten 
months  old.  *Mr.  Pepoon  married  as  his  sec- 
ond wife.  Miss  Jane  Lawrence,  and  the  three 
sons  of  this  union  were:  One  who  died  in  in- 
fancy; Edward  Pason,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  San  Diego,  California;  and  Lawrence 
Tompkins,  who  died  as  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war. 

Benjamin  Pepoon's  third  wife  was  Miss 
Eliza  Ann  Hollister,  who  survived  her  hus- 
band twelve  years.  Four  children  were  born 
of  this  marriage.  The  first-born  died  in  her 
second  year.  The  second,  Albert  Cornelius, 
graduated  from  the  Painesville  high  school  in 
1871,  and  completed  his  law  course  in  1876. 
He  then  conducted  his  father's  farm  a  few 
years,  practiced  law  in  Painesville,  and  for 
a  short  time  was  business  manager  of  the  Tele- 
graph. His  death  occurred  in  Walla  Walla 
on  the  2 1  St  of  December,  1908.  The  third 
child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Pepoon 
was  Eliza  Nancy,  who  died  a  month,  after  her 
graduation  from  the  Painesville  high  school,  in 
1873.  The  youngest  daughter,  Helen  Abby, 
is  now  professor  of  Latin  at  Whitman  College, 
Walla  Walla.  The  final  resting  place  for  the 
bodies  of  all  those  mentioned  who  have  passed 
on  to  the  life  beyond  will  be  found  in  beauti- 
ful Evergreen  cemetery,  very  near  the  spot 
where  lies  the  body  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Pepoon's 
lifelong  friend,  Mr.  C.  C.  Jennings,  and  now 
that  of  the  much-beloved  and  mourned  Gen- 
eral J.  S.  Casement. 

Besides  Benjamin  Pepoon,  the  following 
were  born  to  Joseph  and  Eunice  (Ay res) 
Pepoon,  all  of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, but  reached  maturity  in  Painesville :  Silas, 
born  in  1792;  Nancy,  in  1794;  Joseph  A.,  in 
1797,  and  Augustus  L,  in  1801.  Three  sons 
and  one  daughter  of  Silas  Pepoon  are  living 
in  the  western  states ;  a  daughter  of  Joseph  A. 
at  Chagrin  Falls,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  as 
well  as  a  son  who  resides  in  Kansas;  and  of 
Augustus,  one  daughter  in  Nebraska  and  a  son 
in  Illinois. 


John  McKelvey,  of  Sandusky,  traces  de- 
scent to  illustrious  ancestry.  The  first  Amer- 
ican ancestor  on  the  paternal  side  of  whom 
there  is  I'ecord  is  William  McKelvey,  the 
great-grandfather  of  John,  and  who  resided 
in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  prior  to  the 
American  Revolution.  William  McKelvey,  a 
son  of  William,  the  great-grandfather,  was 
born  in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1760, 
and  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  His  ances- 
tors were  Scotch  Presbyterians,  or  Dissenters, 
and  one  member  of  the  family,  John  McKel- 
vey, was  executed  for  adherence  to  his  relig- 
ious belief.  Subsequently  an  ancestor  of  Will- 
iam, with  others  members  of  the  family,  emi- 
grated to  America  and  located  in  Philadelphia 
and  Chester  counties,  Pennsylvania. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  William  McKelvey 
enlisted  in  Captain  Gibbs'  company  of  the 
First  Chester  County  Militia  Regiment  of 
Foot,  commanded  by  Colonel  Hannum,  which 
entered  the  service  on  June  18,  1777.  On 
page  78,  volume  14,  Pennsylvania  Archives, 
is  the  statement  that  William  McKelvey  an- 
swered to  his  name  at  roll  call  June  24,  1777, 
and  that  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the 
United  States  service  July  11,  1777.  The  rec- 
ords of  the  U.  S.  Pension  Office  show  that 
William  McKelvey  was  for  six  years  in  active 
service  during  the  Revolution  and  that  he 
lost  a  leg  in  battle  while  in  service.  He  gave 
all  he  could — six  years'  service  and  one  leg 
— to  the  cause  of  American  independence. 
Few  gave  more  and  survived  the  war,  though 
many  may  have  attained  greater  applause  and 
honor.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  married 
Mary  Toppings  and  located  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  resided  until 
1804,  when  they  moved  to  Palmyra  township. 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  from  there  to  Trum- 
bull county  in  1807,  and  thence  to  what  is 
now  Greenfield  township,  Huron  county,  in 
the  spring  of  1815,  and  to  Plymouth  town- 
ship, Richland  county,  in  18 19,  where  he  died 
in  1840,  his  wife,  Mary,  having  died  some 
years  prior  to  his  death.  They  had  twelve 
children,  nine  born  in  Westmoreland  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  three  in  Portage  and  Trum- 
bull counties,  Ohio.  One  of  this  number,  the 
fourth,  was  Mathew. 

Mathew  McKelvev  was  born  in  Westmore- 
land  county,  Pennsylvania,  January  30,  1794. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  Greenfield  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  in  181 5,  where  he  mar- 
ried Nancy  Adams  on  March  27,  1818.     He 
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had  resided  in  Sandusky  a  year  prior  to  his 
marriage,  and  located  in  this  city  immediately 
thereafter,  engaging  in  mercantile  pursuits, 
and  was  connected  with  the  first  store  started 
here  after  the  war  of  1812.  There  had  been, 
in  181 1,  a  small  store  opened  in  a  log  build- 
ing, ten  by  twenty  feet,  by  a  Mr.  Garrison,  for 
trading  with  the  Indians,  but  it  was  abandoned 
after  the  war  of  181 2  was  declared.  Soon 
after  his  marriage  he  erected  a  larger  frame 
building  in  Sandusky  for  a  store  room,  and 
therein  continued  the  mercantile  business  until 
1825,  when  he  moved  to  Plymouth,  Huron 
county,  where  he  erected  the  second  frame 
building  in  that  locality  and  conducted  a  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  therein  until  1840. 
He  was  elected  a  commissioner  of  Huron 
county  in  1829,  serving  to  183 1.  In  1830 
he  erected  a  suitable  building,  secured  com- 
petent teachers  and  established  a  "School  for 
Young  Ladies,"  which  is  believed  to  have 
been  the  second  female  seminary  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  the  first  having  been  established  in 
Steubenville,  in  1829,  by  Dr.  Charles  Baety,  a  . 
man  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

Mathew  McKelvey  died  in  Greenfield  town- 
ship March  18,  1853,  and  his  wife,  Xancy 
Adams,  died  in  Blanchard  township,  Hardin 
county,  Ohio,  January  27,  1842.  They  had 
ten  children,  seven  daughters  and  three  sons, 
the  youngest  of  the  number  being  John,  the 
subject  of  this  review.  Mathew  McKelvey 
continuing  in  the  same  religious  belief  of  his 
ancestors,  was  for  some  years  a  Presbyterian, 
but  after  his  rharriage  he  and  his  wife  Nancy, 
with  sixteen  others,  organized  the  First  Con- 
gregational church  of  Greenfield  township, 
Huron  county,  Ohio.  Mathew  McKelvey,  as 
the  records  show,  served  as  clerk  in  effecting 
the  organization.  In  politics  he  was  an  active 
supporter  of  the  Whig  party,  but  preferred  to 
remain  in  private  life,  having  at  one  time  de- 
clined a  nomination  for  Congress.  But,  as 
before  mentioned,  he  did  consent  to  serve  one 
term  as  a  commissioner  of  Huron  county. 

The  ancestry  of  Xancy  Adams,  wife  of 
Mathew  McKelvey,  includes  Robert,  Jacob, 
John,  Joel,  Bildad  and  Xancy  Adams.  Robert 
Adams  and  wife,  l^linor  Wilniot,  came  from 
Denvonshire,  England,  to  Ipswich,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1635,  thence  to  Salem  in  U>38, 
and  to  Newbury  in  1640  where  he  died  Oc- 
tober 12,  1682,'  aged  eighty-one  years.  I  lis 
wife,  Elinor,  died  June  12,  1677.  In  religion 
they  were  Congregationalists.  They  had  nine 
children,  the  youngest  being  Jacob,  born  Sep- 
tember  13,    165 1.     He  married,  on  April   7, 


1677,    Anna    Allen,    daughter    of    Nicholas 
Allen,  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts.    She  was 
bom   January   3,    1658.     They   moved    from 
Xewburv  to  Sufiield,  then  in  Massachusetts 
but  now  in  Connecticut,  in  168 1,  where  he  was 
the  most  prominent  of  the  early  settlers,  being 
often  chosen  to  important  positions.     He  was 
a  member  of  the  general  court  of  the  colony, 
then  held  in  Boston,  from  171 1  to  1714,  and 
again  in  1717.     He  died  in  Boston  suddenly 
in   Xovember,    171 7,   while   attending   to  his 
duties  as  a  member  of  the  general  court  from 
Suffield.    They  had  eight  children,  the  young- 
est being  John,  who  was  bom  in  Sufiield  June 
18,  1694,  and  married,  on  July  26,  1722,  Abi- 
gail Roe,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Rem- 
ington)   Roe.     They   had   five   children,    the 
fourth  being  Joel,  who  was  bom  in  Sufiield, 
Connecticut,    December   20,    1729.      He   held 
a  lieutenant's  commission  under  the  English 
crown,  and  was  w^ounded  in  battle  at  Lake 
George  in  1755.  On  July  16,  176 1,  he  married 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Fowler,  a  widow  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Emerson.     Though  com- 
fortably situated  and  over  forty-five  years  of 
age  when  the  war  for  independence  began, 
he  not  only  entered  the  service  himself,,  but 
freed  all  his  able-bodied  slaves  so  that  they 
could  also  become  soldiers.     To  his  credit  it 
should   be   said   that   although   a  slaveholder 
prior  to   the   Revolution,   thereafter  both   he 
and  his  descendants  were  anti-slavery  advo- 
cates as  long  as  slavery  existed  in  the  United 
States.     On   page  423,  volume   15,  Colonial 
Records  of  Connecticut,  in  the  proceedings  of 
June,  1776,  it  is  stated  that  Joel  Adams  was 
by    the    assembly    established    ensign    in    the 
Second  Company  of  the  First  Battalion.    Also, 
on  page  485,  volume  i,  Records  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  As- 
sembly in  January,  1778,  it  is  stated  that  Joel 
Adams  was  established  lieutenant  of  the  Sec- 
ond Company  of  Suffield  in  the  First  Regi- 
ment of   the   state.     After  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  with  his  family,  he  moved  from 
Suffield,  Connecticut,  to  Marlboro,  in  Wind- 
ham c(Hmty,  \'ermont,  where  he  died  in  1820. 
His  wife  also  died  there,  both  living  to  be 
over  ninety  years  of  age.    They  had  six  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  three  daughters.     Two 
of  the  sons  were  twins.     The  fir?t  born  was 
named  Bildad :    the  other,  because  of  his  pa- 
tience in  waiting  for  his  brother  to  make  the 
first  exit,  was  called  Job.    They  were  bom  in 
Suffield,  Connecticut,  April  3,   1773.     Bildad 
married   Mary   Haines   in    1793,   and   in  the 
early  spring  of  18 15  they  moved  from  Wind- 
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ham  county,  Vermont,  to  what  is  now  Green- 
field township,  Huron  county,  Ohio.  Being 
prominent  with  the  pioneers  of  that  locality, 
he  materially  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Connecticut  Fire  Lands  into  the  county 
of  Huron,  and  was  elected  one  of  the  first 
three  commissioners  of  that  county  in  1816, 
and  was  re-elected  for  several  terms,  serving 
until  a  short  time  prior  to  his  death,  in  the 
fall  of  1826.  His  wife,  Mary  Haines,  died 
September  7,  1822.  He  served  as  cavalryman 
in  the  war  of  1812-14.  They  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  eight  daughters,  one  of 
the  daughters  being  Nancy,  born  in  Marl- 
boro, Vermont,  July  30,  1798.  She  accom- 
panied her  parents  in  their  removal  from  there 
to  Greenfield  township,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
in  1815,  and  she  taught  the  first  school  in 
Peru  township  in  1816,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  in  Huron  county.  She  was  married  to 
Mathew  McKelvey  on  March  27,  1818.  Her 
ancestry  for  five  generations  to  Robert  Adams, 
the  head  of  the  family  in  the  United  States, 
b  above  given  with  information  respecting 
each  generation,  but  a  more  complete  list, 
giving,  with  few  exceptions,  only  the  names 
of  each  generation  back  to  the  third  century, 
is  as  follows :  Woden  or  Odin,  Roman  Othi- 
mus,  was  king  of  north  Europe  in  the  third 
century.  The  descendants  of  him  and  his 
wife,  Frea,  are  as  follows :  Beldig  or  Balder, 
wife  Nama,  daughter  of  Gewan ;  Branlius 
or  Brands ;  Frodigarius  or  Frothgar ;  Wig- 
ger;  Gewesius  or  Gerwisch;  Eifa  or  Esta; 
Effa;  Eliseus;  Cerdic,  first  king  of  West 
Saxons;  Kenric  or  Cynric;  Cheanlin;  Cuth- 
rom;  Cuth;  Chelwald;  Keused;  Ingalls; 
Eoppa ;  Easa ;  Alkmund ;  Egbert,  wife  Red- 
burga;  Ethelwolf,  wife  Osburga,  daughter  of 
Oslac  the  Thane;  Alfred  the  Great,  king  of 
England;  Edward  the  Elder,  king  of  Eng- 
land ;  Princess  Ei  Egiva,  second  husband 
Henry  de  Vermandois ;  Agnes  de  Verman- 
dois,  husband  Charles,  Duke  of  Loraine ;  Wig- 
ines,  Duke  of  Loraine ;  Baldric  Teutonicus, 
wife  the  daughter  of  Richard  Fitz  Gilbert  de 
Clare;  Nicholas  de  Boschaville  de  Clara  of 
Castle  Martel.  wife  the  daughter  of  Henatus 
the  Dane;  William  de  Martel,  Earl  of  Guer- 
ena,  wife  the  daughter  of  Rofe  de  Fosta,  the 
I^ne;  William,  ^rl  of  Warrena  and  Surrey, 
wife  the  Princess  Gundred,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam the  Conqueror,  King  of  England ;  Lady 
Edith  de  Warrena,  husband,  Girard  Gournai ; 
.Hugh  de  Goumai,  wife  Lady  Julia  Damp- 
martin  ;    Anslem    de    Goumai ;    Lord    John 


Goumey ;  Elizabeth  Goumey,  husband  Lord 
John  Ab  Adams,  son  of  Ab  Adams. 

Nancy  Adams  was  of  the  twentieth  gener- 
ation in  descent  from  her  earliest  ancestor  in 
the  Adams  line  of  whom  there  is  record.  The 
ancestor  was  Ab  Adams  of  the  Marches  of 
Wales,  a  sort  of  petty  king.  The  descent 
from  Ab  Adams  to  Nancy  Adams  and  son, 
John  McKelvey,  is  as  follows: 

Sir  John  Lord  Ab  Adams,  wife  Lady  Eliza- 
beth Gourney;    Sir  Thomas;    William;    Sir 


M 


nms. 


John,  wife  Jane  Inge;  Thomas;  Sir  John, 
wife  Mihcent  Basille;  Sir  John  Ab  Adams, 
alias  Adams,  thereafter  the  Ab  being  dropped, 
wife  Clara  Powell ;   R<^er  Adams,  wife  Jane 
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'^3,  when  he  retired,  intend- 
all  business  excepting  per- 
the  view  of  devoting  a 
'  travel.     In  that  way,  re- 
jiit  ten  years,  when,  at  the 
>  son,  John  J.  McKelvey,  he 
.  Lirchase  of  the  Toledo  Fire  and 
^.      ^^  .ranee   Company  and  transferred 

^L^  iedo  to  Sandusky  and  assumed  the 

^  icnt  in  such  manner  as  not  to  pre- 

V  aore    or    less    continuance    of    foreign 

.1.  He  has  continued  in  such  management 
^  to  the  present  time. 
■-'•/'^'  Prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
y  party,  in  1855,  although  not  old  enough  to 
vote,  he  was  in  sympathy  with  the  Abolition 
party ;  in  fact,  was  connected  with  the  Under- 
ground Railroad,  and  for  several  years  before 
he  was  of  age  to  vote  he  continued  to  assist 
runaway  slaves  to  get  to  Canada.  There  was 
a  mulatto  blacksmith  residing  in  Sandusky  by 
the  name  of  Reynolds,  who  always  received 
notice  when  runaways  were  coming,  and 
would  go  to  the  sympathizers  and  secure  the 
necessary  sum  to  have  them  taken  in  a  sail- 
boat from  Sandusky  across  the  lake  to  Can- 
ada. He,  John  McKelvey,  and  his  brother 
Mathew  were  regular  contributors  to  that 
cause.  The  first  candidate  of  the  Republican 
party  in  Ohio  was  Salmon  P.  Chase  for  gov- 
ernor in  1855.  Though  not  of  age  to  vote 
himself,  he  worked  to  secure  others  to  vote 
for  Chase.  In  1856  he  had  the  satisfaction  of 
casting  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  Fremont  for 
president.  Four  years  before,  in  1852,  al- 
though but  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  worked 
to  secure  votes  for  John  P.  Hale  for  presi- 
dent, not  with  a  view  to  his  election,  but  to 
make  as  good  showing  as  practicable.  He 
never  held  a  political  office  and  never  desired 
any  such  position.  He  entertained  the  view 
that  there  is  truth  in  the  saying  that  "The 
Post  of  Honor  is  the  private  station."  He 
never  was  a  member  of  any  military  company 
or  association.  He  was  always  opposed  to 
war,  believing  that  all  difficulties  between  na- 
tions should  be  settled  by  arbitration  rather 
than  by  war,  but  that  in  defense  of  personal 
rights  and  independence  against  tyranny,  rev-  . 
olutionary  war  may  sometimes  be  not  only 
necessary  but  obligafory.  From  an  early  age 
he  entertained  the  belief  and  was  an  advocate 
of  equal  rights  and  privilege  to  all,  irrespect- 
ive of  sex  or  color.  He  is  a  member  of  two 
patriotic  societies,  the  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  the  Founders  and  Patriots  of 
America.    He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 


board  of  managers  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Society  of  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolu- 
tion, also  in  the  same  capacity  in  the  Ohio 
State  Society.  He  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Fire  Lands  Historical  Society,  and  has  served 
for  several  years  and  is  at  the  present  time 
historian  for  Erie  county.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Old  Northwest  Historical  Society,  its 
principal  office  being  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  and 
has  been  for  some  time  honorary  vice-presi- 
dent for  the  state  of  Ohio.  He  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  society.  He  has  traveled 
quite  extensively  and  knows  well  his  own 
country,  having  viewed  all  the  natural  scenery 
and  matters  of  material  interest  in  the  United 
States. 

On  the  26th  of  June,  1861,  Mr.  McKelvey 
married  Jane  Rowland  Huntington,  daughter 
of  Apollos  and  Deborah  Rowland  Hunting- 
ton, and  from  ancestry  as  follows:  Simon, 
Christopher,  John,  John,  John,  Elisha,  Apol- 
los. Simon  Huntington  and  wife,  Margaret 
Baret,  and  children  sailed  for  America  in 
1633.  H^  <^i^d  o^  board  the  ship  and  was 
consigned  to  the  ocean.  His  widow,  Mar- 
garet, and  three  sons  arrived  in  America  in 

1633.  Ont  of  the  sons  was  Christopher,  who 
married,  on  October  7,  1652,  Ruth  Rockwell, 
daughter  of  William  Rockwell,  a  prominent 
man  of  Windsor,  Connecticut.  Among  their 
ten  children  was  the  son  John,  born  March 
15,  1666,  in  Norwich,  Connecticut.  He  mar- 
ried, on  December  7,  1686,  Abigal  Lathrop, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Lathrop,  and  grand- 
daughter of  the  Rev.  John  Lathrop,  who 
preached  the  first  Congregational  sermon  in 
London,  England,  and  who,  for  non-conform- 
ity, being  the  preacher  in  the  first  Congrega- 
tional church  organized  in  London,  was  im- 
prisoned for  two  years.    After  his  release,  in 

1634,  he  came  to  America  and  became  the 
first  minister  of  Scituate.  John  and  Abigal 
Huntington  had  five  children,  among  whom 
was  a  son  John,  born  in  Norwich,  July  4, 
1691,  married,  on  April  16,  1723,  Thankful 
Warner,  of  Windham,  Connecticut,  and  they 
had  six  children.  One  was  John,  bom  in 
Tolland,  Connecticut,  February  22,  1726,  and 
he  married  Mehitabel  Steel.  Among  their 
twelve  children  was  Elisha,  born  December 
17,  1754,  and  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  married  Esther  Ladd  in 
1785,  and  amono-  their  ten  children  was  Apol- 
los, born  May  14,  1798.  He  married  for  his 
second  wife  Deborah  Rowland,  on  November 
3,  1836,  and  their  two  children  were  both 
born   in   Brownville,   Jefferson   county,    New 
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York:  Jane  Rowland,  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1837,  and  Henry  C,  November  21,  1841. 
Henry  C.  Huntington  died  on  the  nth  of  De- 
cember, 1905,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he 
had  been  prominent  as  a  wholesale  and  retail 
merchant  and  as  a  manufacturer.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
for  about  thirty  years  was  superintendent  of 
the  Sunday  school  connected  with  that  church. 
Apollos  Huntington,  the  father  of  Jane  and 
Henry,  was  a  merchant  in  Brownville,  New 
York,  but  in  the  spring  of  1852  he  moved 
his  family  from  there  to  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1882,  and  his  wife,  Deborah,  died  on  the  24th 
of  March,  1885.  Soon  after  her  arrival  in 
Sandusky,  Jane  Rowland  entered  the  city  high 
school,  and  she  graduated  therefrom  in  1856 
and  was  afterward  a  teacher  in  the  citv  school 
until  a  short  time  prior  to  her  marriage  to 
John  McKelvey,  on  June  26,  1861.  Their 
six  children  were  all  born  in  Sandusky.  Janet 
Huntington  AlcKelvey,  born  April  2,  1862, 
graduated  from  the  Sandusky  high  school  in 
1879,  and  from  the  classical  course  of  Ober- 
lin  College  in  1883,  receiving  at  that  time 
the  degree  of  A.  B.,  and  subsequently  the 
degree  of  A.  M.  On  July  27,  1886,  she  mar- 
ried a  college  classmate.  Rev.  Clarence  F. 
Swift,  son  of  Henry  O.  and  Angelina 
(Haynes)  Swift,  born  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  July 
27,  1 86 1.  They  now  reside  in  Fall  River, 
Massachusetts,  where  he  is  pastor  of  the  Cen- 
tral Congregational  church.  He  has  served  - 
as  pastor  of  Congregational  churches  in  Sara- 
toga Springs,  New  York;  Lansing,  Michi- 
gan, and  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  He  has 
received  degrees  of  A.  M.  and  D.  D.  They 
have  three  children:  Dorothy  Rowland,  born 
November  22,  1890,  in  Saratoga  Springs,  now 
in  Oberlin  College ;  Helen  McKelvey,  born 
September  30,  1892,  in  Saratoga  Springs; 
and  Janet  Haynes,  born  March  14,  1906.  John 
Jay  McKelvey,  born  May  24,  1863,  graduated 
from  Sandusky  high  school  in  1880,  from 
Oberlin  College  in  1884,  and  from  Harvard 
University,  law  department,  in  1887,  receiving 
degree  of  LL.  B.,  cum  laiidc,  also  degree  of 
A.  M.  He  located  in  New  York  City  imme- 
diately after  leaving  Harvard  University,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in 
that  city  to  the  present  time.  He  was  one  of 
the  founders  and  the  first  editor-in-chief  of 
the  Harvard  Law  Review,  and  is  the  author 
of  two  books,  one  on  "Common  Law  Prac- 
tice," and  one  "McKelvey  on  Evidence,"  which 
are  used  bv  students  in  law  schools,  also  by 


practicing   lawyers.      Soon   after   graduation 
from  the  law  school  he  married,  July  12,  1887, 
Mary  Clark  Mattocks,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a 
graduate  of  Oberlin  College,  class  of   1885. 
They  have  four  children :    Mary  Alice,  bom 
May  20,   1889,  now  in  Bryn  Mawr  College, 
Philadelphia;    Constance,  born  February  19, 
1891 ;    Ruth,  born  April  8,  1893;    and  Jane, 
born    September   29,    1902.     The   McKelvey 
residence,  "Bonnie  Brae,"  is  on  the  Hudson 
river  at  Spuyten  Duyvil,  in  the  City  of  New 
York.    Alice  Rowland  McKelvey,  bom  April 
25,   1867,  married,  June   15,   1892,  James  F. 
Melville   Milne,   bom   in   Sandusky,  January 
22,  1 86 1.     He  was  graduated  from  the  San- 
dusky high  school  in  1880,  and  took  the  chem- 
istry and   pharmacy  course  of  study   in  the 
Michigan  University.     He  was  a  lieutenant 
and   adjutant  of   the   Sixth   Ohio  Regiment, 
serving  in  the  Spanish  war.    He  is  at  present 
postmaster   of  the   city  of   Sandusky.     Mrs. 
Milne  was  graduated  from  the  Sandusky  high 
school  in  1885,  and  was  thereafter  a  student 
in  Oberlin  College,  but  because  of  ill  health 
did  not  complete  the  college  course.     They 
have  three  children:   Jane  Huntington  Milne, 
born    August    22,    1893;     Francis    Rowland 
Milne,  born  May  i,  1896;    and  Martha  Mc- 
Kelvev  Milne,  born  April  12,  1898,  all  bom 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio.    Jennie  Adams  MpKelvey, 
born  January  22,    1873,  died  April  8,    1876. 
Charles  Surnner  McKelvey,  born  January  3, 
1875,  ^ied  August  17,  1875.    Ralph  Hunting- 
ton McKelvey,  born  December  7,   1877,  was 
graduated  from  the  Sandusky  High  School  in 
1896.     His  college  course  included  his  fresh- 
man or  first  year  in  the  Ohio  State  University, 
his  sophomore  or  second  year  in  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, his  junior  or  third  year  in  the  Ohio  State 
University,  and  his  senior  or  fourth  year  in 
Leland    Stanford    University,    California,    to 
the  month  of  March,  and  thereafter  in  Ober- 
lin College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1901,   having   taken   more   than   the   regular 
course,     ine  went  to  the  City  of  New  York 
with  the  intention  of  taking  a  law  course  in 
connection  with  his  brother,  J.  J.  McKelvey, 
but  became   interested   in   insurance  and   as- 
sisted in  organizing  two  fire  insurance  com- 
panies,  the   Lumber   Insurance   Company  of 
New  York  and  the  Adirondack  Fire  Insur- 
ance Company.     He  was  made  secretary  and 
manager   of   the   two   companies,   and   holds 
those  positions  at  the  present  time.     On  July 
15,    1903,    he    married    Helen    A.    Fairchild, 
daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Fairchild, 
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of  New  York  City.  They  have  two  children, 
Ralph  Fairchild  McKelvey,  born  July  5,  1904, 
and  Helen  Fairchild  McKelvey^  born  Feb- 
ruary 10,  1906.  Their  residence  is  in  Spuyten 
Duyvil,  New  York  City. 

Irving  H.  Griswold  was  born  on  a  farm 
near  Elyria,  Ohio,  November  26,  1869,  and 
moved  to  Elyria  when  six  years  old,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools.  From  the  fall 
of  1888  until  July  i,  1890,  he  was  employed 
in  the  freight  department  of  the  Lake  Shore 
and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company  at 
Elyria.  In  July,  1890,  Mr.  Griswold  received 
an  appointment  as  clerk  in  the  interior  depart- 
ment in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  remained  until 
October,  1893.  While  there  he  entered  the 
law  department  of- the  Columbian  University 
and  carried  on  the  studies — ^also  attending  to 
his  office  duties — graduating  in  June,  1893. 

In  October  of  that  year  Mr.  Griswold  re- 
turned to  Elyria,  entering  the  law  office  of 
Hon.  E.  G.  Johnson.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  December,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1894  opened  an  office  for  himself. 
The  same  year  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  Lor 
rain  county  board  of  deputy  state  supervisors 
of  election,  which  office  he  held  until  1899. 
In  1895  he  was  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Lorain  county  Republican  execu- 
tive committee,  and  served  as  such  during  the 
years  1895,  1896  and  1897.  After  Mr.  Mc- 
Kinley's  election  as  president  Mr.  Griswold 
became  a  candidate  for  the  office  of  postmaster 
of  Elyria  and  secured  the  appointment,  taking 
charge  March  i,  1898,  being  probably  one  of 
the  youngest  second  class  postmasters  in  the 
United  States.  He  was  re-appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Roosevelt  and  held  the  office  eight  years 
and  five  months,  during  which  time  he  became 
interested  in  the  independent  telephone  field 
and  has  since  given  the  same  his  attention,  in 
conncciion  with  other  manufacturing  and  com- 
mercial interests.  Mr.  Griswold  has  large  in- 
terests outside  of  his  native  city.  The  field 
of  his  activities  is  principally  in  the  east,  his 
headquarters  being  at  Albany,  New  York.  He 
is  cne  of  the  original  directors  of  the  Elyria 
Savings  and  Banking  Company,  also  one  of 
the  organizers  and  directors  of  The  Dean  Elec- 
tric Company,  and  vice-president  of  The  Re- 
publican Printing  Company  of  Elyria.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce ;  a 
Knight  Templar  and  Mystic  Shriner  of  the 
Masonic  order;  a  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  a  member 


of  the  Lawyers  Club  of  New  York  City  and 
the  Fort  Orange  Club  of  Albany,  New  York. 

On  January  31,  1894,  Mr.  Griswold  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Georgianna  I.  White,  of 
New  York  City,  and  to  them  has  been  born 
6ne  daughter,  Geraldine.  Mr.  Griswold  is  un- 
questionably one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  Lorain  county,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  business  men.  Although  much  of 
his  time  is  spent  in  other  places,  he  takes  great 
interest  in  the  welfare  and  growth  of  Elyria. 

The  Griswold  family  is  of  remote  German 
ancestry,  the  name  being  originally  spelled 
Griswolde,  and  they  first  settled  in  England 
with  the  Prince  of  Orange.  In  England  they 
became  prominent  in  Warwickshire,  which  was 
the  location  of  their  family  seat,  in  Kenilworth. 
In  1639  two  brothers  removed  to  America — 
Edward  and  Matthew  Griswold — who  settled 
in  Connecticut.  The  former  became  the  pro- 
genitor of  the  family  above  mentioned.  The 
great-grandfather  of  Irving  H.  Griswold  was 
Elijah,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  His  son, 
Edson  A.,  was  also  born  in  Connecticut  and 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1832,  settling 
in  Elyria  township,  and  there  became  the  father 
of  Captain  A.  O.  Griswold,  who  spent  his  boy- 
hood in  his  native  township.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  commanded  a  company  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio  Regiment  of  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  Subsequent  to  the  war  he 
became  connected  with  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
road, and  for  some  years  held  a  government 
position  at  Washington  and  later  was  em- 
ployed at  Lakeside,  Ohio,  during  the  summer 
months.  His  death  occurred  in  Elyria,  De- 
cember 25,  1909,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 
Irving  H.  Griswold  is  the  son  of  Captain  Ar- 
thur O.  Griswold  and  Maria  V.  (Cook) 
Griswold. 

J.  Powell  Jones. — A  talented  and  accom- 
plished musician,  J.  Powell  Jones,  of  Paines- 
ville,  is  widely  and  favorably  known  through- 
out this  section  of  the  state  as  an  artist  in  his 
profession  of  superior  ability,  and  for  his  emi- 
nent success  as  a  musical  director.  For  sev- 
eral years  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Cleveland  public  schools  and  in  1907  was  made 
chief  supervisor  of  music  in  the  city  schools. 
A  native  of  Wales,  he  was  born,  June  28, 
1853,  in  Glamorganshire,  being  the  oldest  of  a 
family  of  six  children.  His  father,  Edward 
Powell  Jones,  a  famous  architect  and  builder, 
was  a  graduate  of  Queen's  College,  in  Bristol, 
England. 
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Immigrating  to  the  United  States,  Mr.  Jones 
landed  in  New  York  City  October  14,  1881, 
and  came  immediately  to  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
where  for  awhile  he  followed  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  Subsequently,  in  company  with  D.  (). 
Kvans,  he  was  the  first  in  this  country  to  pub- 
lish Welsh  music  with  luiglish  words  adapted 
thereto.  Hi-  musical  talent  becoming  known, 
Mr.  Jones  was  made  director  of  the  Youngs- 
town  Harmonic  Society,  which  in  a  musical 
contest  held  on  Christmas  day,  1S83.  captured 
all  the  prizes,  amounting  to  $*)17.  and  also  was 
awarded  two  gold  medals. 

Taking  up  his  residence  in  Painesville,  Mr. 
Jones  was  made  director  of  nuisic  in  the  i)ublic 
.schools  in  .\pril,  1S87,  and  has  since  led  the 
l*ainesville  \'ocal  Society,  consisting,  of  from 
sixty  to  one  huutlreil  members,  in  fourteen 
ditTereni  contests,  on  one  occasion  only  failing 
to  secure  prizes.  The  most  notable  victory 
scored  by  this  organization  was  at  the  Cilee 
contest  at  the  World's  b^iir,  in  Chicago,  in 
iHg^,  when  this  society  was  awarded  the  main 
prize  of  $5tH>  and  given  a  gold  medal  valued 
at  $50,  that  lK»ing  one  of  the  o\\\\  \\\o  gold 
metlals  ever  struck  olY  fi^r  singing,  although 
two  silver  medals  were  made  from  the  same 
the.  I'utler  the  leadership  of  Mr.  Jones  this 
socieiN  tot»k  a  gi>M  medal  at  Cleveland  t\^r  the 
l)est  rendering  o\  the  glee  "Pax break."  The 
l*aiue^yille  \  ocal  J^ociet^  iN  the  onlv  choir  that 
has  been  denied  entr\  lor  contots  on  acv>nmt 
of  its  proticiencN  since  the  introduction  of  the 
Welsh  Irstivid  known  a>  the  l'\ted\lfod  into 
this  io\nUiN  in  tSs^. 

In  I  So  J  Ml  lom^  tu>;ani.-cd,  aiul  lu^  siiu^* 
maintinni'd  and  krpl  \\\  ^ood  tvaiinng,  a  K\v 
ebon  io)  the  Si  James  bY»M'\»)Ml  clwncb,  eu) 
ploN  in^  dunn^  U^  ^e^enle\M^  \eai>  ot  e\i>te\ue 
not  les^  \\u\\\  \\\y\  bnnd\\d  bo\N  \\\  its  v\M\stan! 
cbauii\*  ol  \oh\'  and  ^nn^^v"  In  »\hm  \h  lotiv^ 
\\a^  app\»nnr\l  d\\\'\t\vi  \»i  nwisu-  n\  !be  v  K\v^ 
lan\l  lni;b  Mb.^\»^,  an\l  \\\  hh»  w,!^  n\ax!%^  vb\v', 
^np^'^^^^\»^  v»l  n^n^l\  toi  tb\*  x-mue  N\Nten*.  vM 
the  V  K\\'Kmd  pnblu  ^\bv»^»l^.  a  ^^\^n\0\m\  tba; 
be  In  alO\  aiixl  >ahNta\U»ul\  tdbn^  a\  'du' 
pveNeiit  tini\' 

On  lK>\'nib\i  hx.  iS  \  \\\  \\  .dv  ••  \li  Kmwn 
nuiuxxl  Jaiu*  lb*^^.  a  \bu\t  >U^\>nxlu\\  vm 
Janu's  H\xm»,  \b\'  >xxxv\xb  pvsi.  tannaa\l\ 
kuv^wn  as  '  Ibe  litiivk  Nbxpiu'Vxi.  w^.v  ^^a^ 
tv^  Sv'xMlanxl  what    Ix^m  Mns^iv  wav  \v^  Iw^^ivn; 

to\\u>hip's  puxuxv^   taim\-\>»  ai^l  \n  p^>>\»Mao\\ 
citueux,  au\l  be  wa^  K^u^  Kbnia»\    sv   \S|| 


in  Hartsgrove,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  a  son 
of  John  and  Sarah  (Baker)  Marvin,  who  were 
born  in  Vermont,  the  father  in  the  year  of 
1795,  and  the  mother  had  been  formerly  mar- 
ried to  a  Mr.  Cobb.  Soon  after  their  mar- 
riage, which  was  celebrated  in  the  New*  Eng- 
land states,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marvin  came  to 
Shalersville  township,  but  having  the  misfor- 
tune to  lose  three  children  in  death  in  a  short 
time  after  their  arrival,  they  became  dissatis- 
fied here  and  went  to  New^bury,  in  Geauga 
county,  where  Mr.  Marvin  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  a  hotel.  Going  from  there  to  Harts- 
grove  township,  in  Ashtabula  county,  they 
bought  the  farm  on  which  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  the  wife  dying  in  the 
year  of  1865  and  the  husband  in  1872.  Three 
of  their  children  lived  to^years  of  maturity, 
and  the  two  daughters  are :  Mary,  the  wife  of 
W  R.  Phillips,  of  Ashtabula,  this  state,  and 
Loenza,  the  wife  of  Harvey  Sutton,  of  Unicm 
City,  Pennsylvania. 

Cieorge  \\*.  Marvin,  the  second  born  of  the 
three  children,  enlisted  on  the  14th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1 8(^3,  in  the  Second  Ohio  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, Company  I,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Amiy  of  the  Cumberland  under  General 
Stoneman.  During  his  army  career  he  had  the 
unique  exi>erience  of  voting  at  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  for  Lincoln  under  point  of  bayonet. 
He  t<.x^k  \^n  in  the  siege  of  Knoxville,  in  the 
>econd  battle  oi  Pmll  Rim  and  in  numerous 
skirmishes,  and  while  in  Tennessee  was 
womuK\l  in  a  railroad  wreck,  receiving  in- 
juries in  the  head,  hip  and  ankle.  Receiving 
his  discharge  on  the  23d  of  May,  1865,  by 
vTder  vM'  the  war  department,  he  returned 
homo,  and  following  his  marriage  he  fanned 
on  rouu\!  'auvl  in  Ravenna  township  for  six 
\eav>.  ^.'ominj;:  then  to  Shalersville  township 
b.c  N^v.cV.:  :b.c  nuo'eus  of  his  present  farm  from 
!v.N  V'A^zborin  \uv,  a  tract  of  ninety-nine  acres, 
av,x!  ^o  v.ow  owT^<  an  estate  of  one  hundred  and 
tut\  :\\v^  ,;vrc<  :!i  one  Kxiy  and  thirt>'-three 
,uus  Nx^v.:!:  v^t  Peck's  Comers.  He  has  con- 
s:^\io:vn;  *^*,::**crv  v.s  bi::\i:ngs  which  add  greatly 
u^  ;'u^  \,r;*o  V  {  h:>  !\ir::i.  has  planted  a  splen- 
x;\x;  v^»\^,;!v;  ,;»%•  ,;*Sv^  a  large  sugar  camp. 

M»  \L;: \  •*  :v,;rncv!  v^r.  the  30th  of  Xovem- 
Nr.  i>\x\  :  ".v''-  rv.::U\  who  was  bom  in 
^^.r^^xv^'o  u w^x'v:^  :.^  H':  and  Mar>'  (Nel- 
M^'^'  Vx;v,\\  \x^^^  N-r\\c  :ro;r.  their  native  state 
>-.  \x'^*\-",  u^  s^\;'vr>i\r/.c  township.  Portage 
>\^\t'^\\  v^''\^  \\*f*  v*\  teatr.s.  The  children  of 
vb>x  *ot^N*»,^  ;^!v       Sarjih.  :h^  wife  of  Dennis 


C^^AiJASii'e^^-^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1325 


Kirtland,  of  Ravenna;  Nora,  wife  of  Elmer 
Roosa,  of  Shalersville  township;  Sidney,  of 
Freedom  township;  and  John,  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Marvin  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  has  served  two  terms  as 
a  township  trustee  and  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  identified  with  Mcintosh 
Post,  G.  A.  R.,  No.  327,  of  Ravenna.  On 
August  10,  1903,  Mr.  Marvin  started  from 
Cleveland  for  an  extended  trip  through  the 
West,  going  through  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  to 
Denver,  Pike's  Peak,  Colorado  Springs,  Salt 
Lake  City  and  on  to  San  Francisco,  California, 
where  he  spent  ten  days.  Going  then  down 
the  coast  to  Los  Angeles,  he  spent  a  similar 
period  there,  in  the  meantime  making  a  trip  to 
Catalina  Island  and  other  points  of  in- 
terest, and  returning  by  the  Southern  Pacific 
route  through  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  through 
the  Grand  Canon  and  on  to  his  home  in 
Shalersville  township.  This  is  one  of  the  finest 
trips  known  on  the  American  continent,  and 
Mr.  Marvin  was  thus  permitted  to  view  the 
principal  points  of  interest  in  his  country. 

John  R.  Campbell,  who  has  for  twenty- 
five  vears  been  a  successful  teacher  in  the 
schools  of  Ohio,  was  born  at  Campbellsport, 
August  26,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of  Edward  H. 
and  Mary  E.  (Woods)  Campbell,  both  natives 
of  Connecticut.  He  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  the  Northeastern  Ohio 
Normal  College,  taking  the  degree  of  B.  S.  at 
the  latter  institution.  He  had  taught  some  time 
in  district  schools  before  his  graduation,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  high 
schools. 

Mr.  Campbell  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
has  held  the  office  of  township  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church,  in  which  he  has  been  a  class 
leader,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
School.  He  resides  at  present  with  his  parents, 
but  is  to  erect  a  home  for  himself  on  a  farm 
of  eighty-five  acres  situated  in  Edinburg  town- 
ship, lie  is  an  enterprising  citizen,  taking  a 
keen  interest  in  public  affairs  and  highly 
respected  in  the  community. 

Chauncev  H.  Stocking. — Holding  a  place 
of  prominence  and  influence  among  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve  is  Chaun- 
cey  H.  Stocking,  county  commissioner  of  Lake 
county,  and  a  leading  general  contractor  of 
Painesville.  His  higfh  standing  in  the  com- 
munity has  been  attained  first  and  foremost  by 


reason  of  his  useful  works  ably  performed  and 
his  strong;  and  honorable  character,  and  sec- 
ondly because  he  has  behind  him  the  good  and 
decided  influence  of  a  fine  New  England  fam- 
ily whose  members  assisted  in  the  sowing  of 
the  first  seeds  of  industry  and  education  from 
which  has  sprung  the  well  matured  life  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  He  comes  of  a  family  of 
mechanics  and  patriots,  of  western  pioneers 
and  of  brave,  able  and  intelligent  Christian 
men  and  women,  and  he  has  fully  sustained  all 
the  characteristics  of  his  ancestry. 

The  Stocking  family  is  represented  in  the 
Western  Reserve  todav  by  A.  M.,  C.  H.  and 
A.  N.  Stocking,  of  Lake  courtty,  and  George 
W.  and  W.  Wallace  Stocking,  of  Ashtabula 
county.  Of  these,  three  are  sons  of  the  late 
William  H.  Stocking,  one  of  the  fine  and  stir- 
ring figures  of  his  day,  who  appears  in  nu- 
merous important  epochs  of  the  history  of 
northern  Ohio ;  Albert  M.,  the  oldest,  is  a  car- 
penter and  farmer  of  Painesville ;  William 
Wallace  is  a  mill  operator  and  timber  dealer 
at  Geneva,  Ohio,  and  Chauncey  H.,  of  this 
sketch,  has  already  been  mentioned.  The 
father  was  a  school  teacher  in  early  life,  when 
very  young  having  been  brought  by  his  par- 
ents from  the  ancestral  home  in  Connecticut. 
He  also  studied  for  the  ministry,  but  ill  health 
compelled  him  to  abandon  his  professional 
hopes  and  ambitions  and  adopt  mechanical  pur- 
suits. His  abilities  in  this  direction  raised  him 
to  the  dignity  of  a  building,  contractor.  Will- 
iam H.  Stocking  also  became  an  influential 
character  in  the  Western  Reserve  in  many 
other  fields  than  that  of  mechanics  and  busi- 
ness. Early  becoming  interested  in  .the  mili- 
tary affairs  of  his  locality  he  was  commis- 
sioned first  lieutenant  in  the  First  Regiment, 
First  Brigade,  Twenty-first  Division,  of  state 
troops,  on  the  loth  of  August,  1839,  and  served 
as  such  for  some  time.  Chauncev  H.  Stock- 
ing  has  the  original  commission.  As  an  op- 
ponent of  slavery  he  made  such  a  noteworthy 
record  that  in  1852  he  was  selected  one  of  the 
delegates  to  the  national  convention  which 
nominated  John  P.  Hale  to  the  presidency. 
Afterward  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the 
leading  Republicans  of  the  Reserve.  He  was 
earnest,  honest  and  aggressive  in  whatever 
movement  he  espoused  or  opposed.  Illustra- 
tive of  this  strong  character  trait  is  the  part 
he  took  in  opposing  the  divine  pretensions  of 
Joseph  Smith,  when  he  was  the  prophet  of 
Mormonism  at  Kirtland,  Ohio.  It  was  Mr. 
Stocking  who  skillfully  sawed  the  plank  by 
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which  Elder  Smith  was  submerged  when  he 
planned  to  "walk  upon  the  water/*  The  in- 
genious exposer  of  the  trickery,  the  brave  hater 
of  all  shams,  dieil  at  Painesville  on  the  20th 
of  October.  1897. 

The  old-world  origin  of  the  Stocking  family 
was  in  England,  and  (ieorge  Stocking,  who 
was  bom  in  Suffolk  in  1582  and  settled  in 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  in  1633.  is  its  new- 
world  progenitor.  This  American  ancestor 
joined  a  colony  of  100,  led  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Hooker,  and  traveled  afoot  to  the  Connecticut 
river  in  1636,  his  being  one  of  the  first  fami- 
lies to  settle  on  the  site  of  Hartford.  His  son. 
Samuel,  who  came  to  .America  with  his  father, 
proved  to  be  a  citizen  of  public  ambition  and 
talents,  and  served  in  the  Connecticut  assem- 
blies of  1658.  1651),  i(>(>5,  i(/x>.  1674,  1677  and 
1681.  George,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  bom 
in  Ui64  and  liKatetl  at  East  Middletown  in 
1710.  His  immediate  male  descendant,  George, 
operated  a  grist  mill  in  Middle  Haddam :  was 
cimmiissioned  captain  of  militia  in  1752,  and 
was  one  of  the  alert  patriots  in  the  Lexington 
alarm.  The  son  oi  the  captain,  also  George, 
was  born  in  1708;  moved  to  Cilastonbury.  Con- 
necticut, in  1770,  and  served  in  the  Revolu- 
ti(  nary  war  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  Al- 
though not  killed  on  the  field  of  actii^n,  never- 
theless lH>th  he  and  his  three  sons  sacrificed 
their  lives  to  the  patriin  cause,  for  they  were 
all  killed  in  the  explosion  oi  a  |H>wder  mill  in 
their  luMue  town,  Auj^ust  23.  1777,  Inking  at 
the  time  engzigeil  in  the  manufacture  of  war 
material  fi^r  the  ci»lonial  tnn^ps.  Gci^rge 
Sticking  II  left  a  son.  h.lisha.  who  was  IxVrn 
A]>ril  8,  1770;  was  first  a  soIuh^I  teacher  anil 
later  a  niiller. 

Next  in  ilirect  line  of  viosceiu  was  i.  hoster 
Stocking,  the  reprosotitativc  of  the  family  who 
prepared  the  way  lor  those  who  were  to  so 
worthily  iM\o\\  his  hoKI  \onl\ne  into  the  wilds 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  lie  was  K^rn  at 
(ilasti^nhur\.  Conneeiieut,  IVhruarv  o,  1702, 
and  when  ViUtn^  apprenticed  to  the  black- 
smith's trade.  In  1814,  then  the  father  oi  three 
small  chiKlren.  he  placed  his  wife,  launly  auvl 
domestic  ^viomls  in  a  larv;e  wa^on  drawn  bv 
one  lu^rse  at\d  a  \t»ke  oi  o\en,  and  slaitevl  iov 
what  is  now  the  site  oi  Mavlis  »n,  lake  Cxntntx. 
When  he  arrived  auvl  Kvate\l  on  the  MivKlle 
Riilge,  he  found  that  onl\  tout  tanuluvs  luvl 
prinreded  him  the  l»artian»s,  lohnwMW,  Md 
lers  ami  Potters.  The  eiieuutstautial  esideuee 
that  the  head  of  the  fanuU  bi\U)k;ht  with  huu 
oidy  the  necessities  is  the  fact  tluu»  in  place  v^ 


a  table,  for  three  vears  the  meals  were  sen-ed 
on  a  simple  chest,  and  that  whitewood  chips 
were  long  used  as  plates.  Com  meal  was  the 
staple  food,  and  as  there  were  at  first  no  mills 
nearer  than  Ashtabula  the  grain  wa^  ground 
in  the  burned  hollow  of  a  stump,  the  pestle 
being  a  stone  suspended  from  a  bent  sapling. 
In  these  earlv  davs  all  business  transactions 
were  on  the  barter  basis — one  bushel  of  com 
for  a  pound  of  nails,  six  bushels  for  one  yard 
of  calico,  etc.  Other  difficulties  also  stood  in 
the  way  of  providing  the  family  with  food  and 
clothing:  for  instance,  Chester  Stocking  and 
his  family  liked  mutton,  but  while  carrying  a 
quarter  through  the  woods  at  night  he  was 
followed  by  a  bear  who  also  had  an  appetite 
for  meat,  and  he  succeeded  in  landing  it  where 
it  justly  belonged  only  by  a  lively  use  of  his 
legs.  In  his  capacity  as  a  blacksmith  Mr. 
Stocking  shod  the  first  horse  and  the  first  ox 
in  Madison,  and  forged  the  iron  for  the  first 
bridge  thrown  across  Grand  river.  He  spent 
the  later  years  of  his  life  as  a  sailor  on  Lake 
Erie,  reached  the  rank  of  mate,  but  spent  his 
last  days  with  his  son,  William  H.,  of  Madi- 
son (father  of  Chauncey  H.).  On  November 
3,  18 10,  Chester  Stocking  married  Miss  Cla- 
rissa Lee,  also  a  native  of  Glastonburv,  Con- 
necticut,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  a 
large  family,  of  whom  Wells  and  William  H. 
resided  in  Madison  for  most  of  their  lives; 
George  was  a  resident  of  Rochester,  Minne- 
sota, Lester  E.  of  \'allev  Falls,  j^ansas,  Henr\' 
of  InXMieville,  Indiana,  and  Horace  of  Topeka, 
Kansas:  Hennit  died  in  1832,  Louisa  A.  in 
1845  and  jabin  S.  in  1872,  while  Chester,  a 
Civil  war  soldier,  was  killed  during  Hood's 
raid  to  Nashville.  Tennessee. 

Ihauncey  H.  Stocking  came  to  Painesville 
in  iv^J.  Having  leanunl  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  his  father,  in  1887  he  became  a  building 
ciMitractv^r  anil  subscvpiently  a  general  con- 
traciv  r.  in  which  business  he  is  still  engaged. 
In  politics  he  is  Republican  and  was  a  mem- 
Ivr  v>i  the  Painesville  anmcil  in  1890-91,  and 
chainuan  v^f  lite  Republican  central  committee 
in  i\K\\  In  iiMi  he  was  elected  countv  com- 
n\iNNioner.  taking  t!\e  v>tfice  in  September,  1902, 
auvl  Ner\ins;  se\en  \ears,  during  which  time  he 
was  vvte  \ear  vice-proivlent.  one  secretary,  and 
twv^  \eaiN  presivlenr  of  the  Ohio  Association 
vM  V  vntMi\  v\v^^Mn<Nivn\ers.  Mr.  Stocking  mar- 
ucvl.  \n  iSSj,  Mis>  Jessie  Anruther,  of  rvshta- 
bi\la  v\HnU\.  She  v'.i^\l  in  \k)OJ.  leaving  the 
tvlK^wiMi*  chilvhen:  William  A.,  an  architect 
m  V.  leNcKuul:  Mawvt  K..  now  in  college;  and 
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Alice  £.,  in  Painesville  high  school.  In  1909 
Mr.  Stocking  married  his  second  wife,  who 
was  Mrs.  LilHan  V.  Livingston,  of  Hancock 
county,  Ohio.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  F.  &  A.  M.  of  Painesville,  and  also  the 
Elks.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  and  served  as  district  deputy  grand  master. 
In  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  he  was  a  trustee  for  twelve 
years.  He  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
church  of  Painesville,  for  nine  years  being  one 
of  its  trustees. 

Harry  A.  Post,  whose  specialty  as  propri- 
etor of  the  Ohio  Manufacturing  Company  is 
the  making  of  sheet  steel  equipment  for 
factories,  is  still  enrolled  as  among  the  younger 
class  of  business  men  in  Lake  county,  as  he  is 
among  the  most  dependable.  He  is  the  third 
of  the  five  children  and  the  oldest  of  the  three 
sons  bom  to  Augustus  Warren  Post  and  his 
wife,  and  a  grandson  of  Daniel  Post,  a  native 
of  Islip,  Long  Island,  who  at  a  very  early 
date  settled  on  the  beautiful  North  Ridge, 
near  the  present  world-renowned  nurseries  and 
greenhouses  of  the  Storrs  and  Harrison  Com- 
pany. Mr.  Post  himself  was  born  at  Paines- 
ville August  31,  1869,  and  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen obtained  his  first  business  employment  as 
bookkeeper  for  a  Chicago  house.  But  after  a 
year  of  that  experience  he  concluded  that  his 
prospects  would  be  improved  by  obtaining  such 
a  commercial  education  that  he  could  promptly 
take  advantage  of  any  "openings"  around  him. 
He  therefore  took  such  a  course  in  a  Paines- 
ville institution,  with  stenography  as  the  basis 
of  his  training,  and  when  he  returned  to  Chi- 
cago to  accept  another  position  found  that  hiL- 
qualifications  ensured  him  a  higher  grade  of 
work  at  the  commencement. 

In  1890,  however,  with  good  prospects  for  a 
young  man  of  his  age,  he  was  forced  by  a  slow 
fever  to  return  to  his  home  in  Painesville.  He 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Geauga  Foundry 
and  Manufacturing  Company  in  the  following 
year,  applying  the  first  of  his  salary  to  reim- 
burse his  friend  and  patron,  General  J.  S.  Case- 
ment, who  had  assisted  him  to  secure  his  busi- 
ness college  training.  He  continued  with  the 
Geauga  concern  until  1903,  when  the  business 
was  sold  and  the  factory  dismantled.  In  1904 
Mr.  Post  purchased  the  brick  building  and 
site  and  installed  machinery  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  sheet  steel.  He  has  employed  none 
but  the  most  expert  labor  from  the  first,  which, 
with  his   business  ability  and   determination, 


accounts  for  the  establishment  and  encouraging 
growth  of  the  Ohio  Manufacturing  Company. 

Albert  V.  Hageman,  treasurer  and  man- 
ager of  the  Black  River  Telephone  Company, 
of  Lorain,  was  born  in  Black  River  township 
October  12,  187 1.  He  is  a  son  of  Conrad 
Hageman,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1845,  locating  in 
Black  River  township.  He  there  followed  the 
occupation  of  farming,  and  is  now  living  re- 
tired from  active  life. 

Albert  V.  Hageman  was  reared  on  a  farm 
and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  Oberlin  Business  College. .  He  left 
the  farm  in  1890  and  began  work  as  shipping 
clerk  for  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company,  of 
Amherst.  In  1894  Mr.  Hageman  began  work- 
ing for  the  Lorain  Savings  &  Banking  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  until  1905.  He  was 
cashier  the  last  five  years,  and  then  the  com- 
pany sold  out  to  the  Cleveland  Trust  Com- 
pany. In  1905  Mr.  Hageman  became  the  first 
manager  of  the  Cleveland  Trust  Company, 
which  bought  out  the  company  for  whom  he 
had  previously  worked,  and  where  he  re- 
mained until  October,  1907,  since  which  time 
he  has  devoted  his  time  and  energies  to  the 
interests  of  the  telephone  company  and 
to  real  estate.  He  has  extensive  inter- 
ests outside  of  these  enterprises,  and  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Cleveland  Life 
Insurance  Company  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Hoffman  Heater  Company,  Limited.  He  is 
also  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Lorain 
Supply  Company.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
North  Electric  Company,  of  Cleveland,  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Commerce  of  Lorain, 
and  director  in  the  Citizens  Home  &  Savings 
Association,  of  Lorain.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics.  Mr.  Hageman  is  a  keen  and  enter- 
prising man  of  affairs,  and  has  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  modern  business  methods  and 
principles,  attaining  success  and  prestige  in  all 
of  his  undertakings. 

Mr.  Hageman  married  Eleanor  M.  Cunning- 
ham, of  Clyde,  Ohio.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar 
Mason,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

Burritt  J.  Tinker  was  born  March  27, 
1847,  '"  Rome,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel 
and  Samantha  (Rockwell)  Tinker.  Samuel 
Tinker  was  born  in  Old  Lyme,  Connecticut  in 
181 1,  and   came  to    Rome,   Ohio,   with    his 
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'  father,  Lynds  Tinker,  and  settled  where  Alvin 
Tinker  now  lives,  in  Rome.  Samuel  Tinker 
later  bought  248  acres  of  land,  where  his  son 
Orlando  now  resides,  and  there  carried  on  a 
large  dairy  farrri.  He  and  his  wife  had  chil- 
dren, as  follows :  Lynds,  residing  in  Jefferson ; 
Burritt,  of  Rome;  Emmy,  of  Michigan;  Or- 
lando, of  Rome;  and  Archie,  of  Say  brook, 
Ohio.  Samuel  Tinker  was  one  of  the  agents 
of  the  ^'Underground  Railway''  system  of  as- 
sisting slaves  to  escape,  before  the  Civil  war. 
He  was  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the 
Disciple  church.  He  died  in  1893  and  his  wife 
in  1888  in  Rome. 

Orlando  St.  John  Tinker  was  born  August 

27,  1853,  in  Rome,  on  the  farm  he  now  occu- 
pies. He  attended  the  high  school  at  Orwell, 
and  has  always  lived  on  a  farm  and  carried  on 
dairy  business.  He  married  Cora  Allen,  and 
their  children  are:  Chester,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio;  Bessie,  of  Ashtabula;  Blanche,  living 
with  her  parents;  and  Pearl,  born  February 

28,  1892.  Orlando  Tinker  owns  property  in 
Ashtabula,  and  has  just  completed  one  of  the 
best  barns  in  the  vicinity;  he  has  a  farm  of 
loi  acres. 

Burritt  J.  Tinker  was  educated  at  the  Grand 
River  Institute,  of  Austinburg,  Ohio,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  training  and  racing 
horses.  He  has  owned  a  number  of  stables, 
but  most  of  the  horses  have  been  trained  for 
others.  He  has  placed  seventy-five  horses  in 
the  list,  and  even  as  a  boy  he  used  to  ride  in 
the  races  himself.  He  has  spent  twenty  years 
in  the  breeding  business  and  has  won  a  na- 
tional reputation  for  his  horses. 

In  1876  Burritt  Tinker  and  his  family  drove 
through  to  Kansas,  spending  seven  weeks  on 
the  way ;  he  spent  eleven  years  in  that  state  in 
stock  business,  and  then  removed  to  Denver, 
where  he  spent  some  years.  He  married 
Lizzie  Andrews,  of  Trumbull,  Ohio,  and  they 
had  one  child,  Clayton,  who  lives  in  Denver. 
He  married  Dora  Sheppard,  and  they  have 
two  children,  both  boys.  Mrs.  Tinker  died  in 
Denver,  and  her  husband  returned  to  Rome, 
Ohio.  He  married  (second)  June  4,  1908, 
Eunice  Evans  Fitch,  widow  of  James  Fitch, 
and  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Eliza  (Allen) 
Evans.  Hiram  Evans  and  his  wife  had  four 
children,  namely :  Eunice ;  Birney,  born  May 
8,  1844,  died  single  when  soldier  in  the  com- 
pany of  John  Brown,  Jr. ;  John,  born  in  1848, 
married  Marv  Fowler,  has  three  children  and 
lives  in  Rome ;  and  Walter,  born  May  2,  1856, 
married  Ida  Peck,  has  two  children,  and  lives 


in  Rome.  Eunice  Evans  was  bom  June  21, 
1842,  attended  Grand  River  Institute*  and 
afterwards  taught  school.  Her  first  husband, 
James  Fitch,  was  a  dairyman,  and  owned  the 
present  home  of  Mr.  Tinker,  173  acres.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  had  one  child,  Edith. 
Hiram  Evans,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Tinker,  came 
from  New  York  with  his  parents,  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Simpson)  Evans,  who  were  the  parents 
of  four  daughters  and  six  sons.  He  and  his 
father  located  in  Rome,  on  about  140  acres  of 
land.  Hiram's  father,  .Daniel  Evans,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  181 2,  before  he  removed 
to  Ohio ;  Hiram  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war, 
enlisting  in  September,  1864,  in  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer  Infantry.  Through  ancestors  further 
removed,  Eunice  Tinker  is  entitled' to^ join  the 
Daughters  of  American  Revolution.  HinUn 
Evans  was  a  Republican,  had  served  as  trus- 
tee. He  belonged  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  died  February  9,  1905,  and  his 
wife  died  October  27,   1900. 

Mr.  Tinker  is  a  Republican  in  political 
views,  has  served  as  constable  in  Rome  and 
deputy  sheriff  in  Kansas.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  is  still  en- 
gaged in  breeding  trotting  and  other  horses, 
and  has  a  fine,  modern  stable,  which  he  con- 
ducts in  a  business-like,  able  manner. 

Herbert  M.  Stantox,  of  Shalersville  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Streetsboro  township  of  Por- 
tage county  November  13,  1849,  ^  son  of  Mer- 
rill Stanton,  one  of  the  early  pioneer  farmers 
of  Portage  county.  He  was  born  in  Chester, 
Hamilton  county.  Massachusetts,  January 
13,  1820,  a  son  of  Asher  and  Lucy  (Wait) 
Stanton,  also  from  that  state.  Coming  to 
Streetsboro  township  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  fall  of  1831  Asher  Stanton 
worked  on  a  farm  there,  where  his  death  sub- 
sequently occurred.  Merrill  Stanton  married 
in  Aurora  township  of  Portage  county  Amelia 
Avery,  who  was  horn  there  in  1823,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Rubin  and  Corinna  (Lewis)  Avery, 
from  Xew  York.  .Vfter  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Stanton  located  in  Streetsboro  town- 
ship, but  after  four  years  there  went  to  Cuya- 
hoga county,  in  this  state,  where  Mr.  Stanton 
bought  a  farm.  After  living  there  ten  years 
they  sold  their  property  and  in  1858  located 
in  Aurora  township.  Portage  county,  trom 
whence  in  1861  they  removed  to  Streetsboro 
township  and  came   into  possession    of    the 
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Stanton  homestead  there.  There  Mr.  Stanton 
died  on  February  23,  1881,  and  his  wife  on 
June  7,  1896,  after  becoming  the  parents  of 
three  children:  Emma,  who  died  on  April  15, 
1889,  the  wife  of  Chauncey  Taylor;  Herbert 
M.J  of  this  review ;  and  Arthur,  on  the  home- 
stead farm  in  Streetsboro  township. 

Herbert  M.  Stanton  as  a  young  man  of 
seventeen  and  after  a  common  and  high  school 
training  began  working  out  by  the  month  for 
others,  thus  continuing  until  his  marriage, 
when  he  became  a  renter,  and  in  1882  he 
bought  a  small  farm  in  Streetsboro  township, 
but  sold  that  property  in  1890  and  bought  an- 
other farm  in  the  same  township.  In  1903  he 
moved  to  his  present  homestead  in  the  south- 
west corner  of  Shalersville  township,  118  acres 
of  which  are  located  in  that  township  and 
thirty-hve  acres  in  Streetsboro  township.  This 
was  formerly  the  Bentley  farm,  Mrs.  Stanton's 
mother's  old  home,  and  Mr.  Stanton  pur- 
chased the  interests  of  its  heirs  and  is  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
the  raising  of  sheep. 

He  married  on  December  25,  1871,  Dorcas 
Bentley,  who  was  born  in  Shalersville  town- 
ship, a  daughter  of  Griffin  and  Mary  (Smith) 
Bentley,  he  from  Cuyahoga  county  and  she 
from  Lake  county,  Ohio.  Her  grandparents 
were  Caleb  and  Anna  (Griffin)  Bentley,  from 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  Garrett 
B.  and  Dorcas  (Hotchkiss)  Smith,  from  the 
state  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanton 
have  had  two  children,  Florence,  born  May  15, 
1879,  died  on  June  8,  1903,  and  Merrill,  born 
February  26,  1882,  died  March  16,  1907.  Mr. 
Stanton  is  an  independent  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical affiliations,  and  he  has  served  Shalers- 
ville township  as  a  trustee. 

Rev.  Andrew  Willson,  D.  D..  of  Ravenna, 
is  a  widely  known,  able  and  beloved  pioneer 
of  the  Universalist  faith  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  the  state  of  Ohio.  His  ancestry  is  a 
mixture  of  Irish,  Scotch  and  English  blood, 
and  his  parents  were  strict  Calvinists.  As 
Mr.  Willson  expresses  the  cause  of  his  change 
in  the  very  foundation  of  his  religious  belief: 
"I  was  fed  on  the  Longer  and  Shorter  Cate- 
chism ;  but  that  did  not  satisfy  me,  and  I 
sought  and  found  a  more  hopeful  and  inspir- 
ing interpretation  of  Christianity."  In  the 
early  period  of  his  fifty  years'  of  ministerial 
and  missionary  work  his  experience,  like  other 
pioneer  supporters  of  his  faith,  was  one  largely 
of   theological   warfare;   but,    fortunately,   he 


is  a  man  not  only  of  firm  convictions  and 
strong  will,  but  of  vigorous  physical  constitu- 
tion, so  that  he  was  able  to  endure  the  strain 
of  mental  combat,  as  well  as  the  actual  burden 
of  the  wearing  and  continuous  labors  imposed 
upon  all  pioneers.  Believing,  also,  that  his 
strength  and  health  were  God-given  gifts  he 
has  carefully  preserved  them  for  the  best  per- 
formance of  the  duties  which  have  come  into 
his  life,  tor  many  years  he  preached  two  ser- 
mons in  Ravenna,  besides  traveling  sixteen 
miles  to  hold  an  afternoon  service.  Altogether 
he  has  organized  eight  churches,  built  four  edi- 
fices, welcomed  725  persons  to  church  fellow- 
ship, and  officiated  at  1,187  marriages  and 
2,033  funerals.  Besides  so  well  and  faithfully 
performing  his  work  as  a  pastor.  Dr.  Willson 
has  been  secretary  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Association  of  Universalists  since  1864,  and 
he  was  the  prime  factor  in  the  establishment 
of  Buchtel  College,  at  Akron,  Ohio,  ofie  of  the 
leading  educational  institutions  of  the  denomi- 
nation in  the  country. 

Dr.  Willson  is  a  native  of  North  Shenango 
township,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
was  born  June  30,  1835.  His  great-grand- 
father, Hugh  Willson,  emigrated  from  the 
north  of  Ireland  to  South  Carolina  about 
forty  years  before  the  Revolutionary  war. 
The  grandfather,  Hugh  Willson  II,  was  born 
in  that  state  about  1750,  and  married  Isabella 
McKeever,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  was  some 
two  years  his  junior.  The  McKeever  family 
settled  in  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  at 
a  very  early  day,  and  there  Isabella  married 
Hugh  Willson  about  1775.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  this  union,  of  whom  Andrew, 
William,  Hugh  (father  of  Dr.  Willson), 
Thomas  and  Nellie  (Mrs.  Fitzp^trick)  lived 
to  marry  and  have  families  of  from  six  to 
fourteen  children.  Hugh  Willson,  the  father, 
was  born  in  Lancaster  county,  October  8,  1878, 
and  married  Hannah  Allen,  a  native  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  born  May  13, 
1790.  When  she  was  eleven  years  of  age  she 
accompanied  her  father  on  horseback  to  North 
Shenango  township,  and  in  the  following  year 
(1802)  Hugh  Willson,  then  a  young  man  of 
twenty-two,  also  moved  to  that  locality  from 
Lancaster  county.  Their  marriage  occurred 
February  8,  1810.  In  his  early  manhood  Hugh 
Willson  III  was  a  cooper,  but  soon  after  com- 
ing to  Crawford  county  engaged  in  farming 
and  followed  that  avocation  for  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Although  his  education  was  meager, 
he  was  a  great  reader,  carefully  considered 
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what  he  read  and  was  really  a  deep  thinker  and 
a  man  of  remarkable  knowledge  and  intelli- 
gence. In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  in 
his  religious  belief  an  old  school  Presbyterian. 
His  wife's  grandparents,  George  and  Mary 
(Collins)  Allen,  emigrated  from  the  north  of 
Ireland  about  1750  and  settled  in  New  Jersey, 
the  Collins  family  being  of  English  origin. 
Mrs.  Hugh  Willson's  parents  (the  doctor's 
maternal  grandparents)  were  Moses  and  Mary 
Collins  (Whittaker)  Allen,  and  they  had  four- 
teen children,  of  whom  eleven  reached  ma- 
turity and  became  the  fathers  and  mothers  of 
families. 

Dr.  Willson  is  the  youngest  of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  Hugh  and  Hannah  (Allen)  Will- 
son,  and  he  is  the  only  survivor  of  that  genera- 
tion. His  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven,  his  mother  at  eighty-seven,  a  brother  at 
eighty-eight  and  two  sisters  at  eighty-seven 
and  ninety-one,  respectively ;  so  that  it  is  a  nat- 
ural inference  that  one  of  the  family  character- 
istics is  longevity  and  remarkable  vitality.  Dr. 
Willson  inherited  a  strong  constitution,  but 
when  he  was  a  few  months  old  a  severe  attack 
of  scarlet  fever  so  nearly  destroyed  it  that  the 
attending^  physicians  prophesied  an  early  death. 
But  strict  temperance  in  every  phase  of  his 
life  and  a  conscientious  observance  of  the  laws 
of  health  completely  conquered  ail  the  early 
tendencies  toward  permanent  weakness.  After 
obtaining  all  possible  training  from  the  district 
schools  of  North  Shenango,  the  youth  pursued 
courses  at  the  Kingsville  Academy  and  Alle- 
gheny College  (Meadville,  Pennsylvania),  his 
higher  studies  being  completed  only  at  the  ex- 
pense of  hard  work  as  a  teacher  and  a  farmer. 
The  ambition  of  his  earlier  years  was  to  be  a 
lawyer,  and  he  was,  in  fact,  nearly  prepared  for 
the  bar,  when  he  became  so  absorbed  in  re- 
ligious matters  that  he  was  irresistibly  turned 
to  the  ministry.  As  a  pupil  of  Rev.  Kosciusko 
McArthur  and  Rev.  Charles  L.  Shipman,  he 
was  prepared  for  the  Universalist  ministry, 
xne  latter,  an  intimate  friend  of  Hon.  Ben 
'Wade,  was  a  strong  anti-slavery  advocate,  and 
an  able  man  of  extensive  acquaintance  in  north- 
cast  Ohio.  Dr.  Willson  first  preached  in  a 
school  house  near  Conneaut  Lake,  November 
20,  1859;  began  his  regular  pastoral  work  at 
Willoughby,  Ohio,  in  April,  i860,  and  was 
ordained  in  September  of  that  year.  He  re- 
mained in  charge  of  the  society  at  Willoughby 
until  May,  1866;  then  organized  a  church  at 
Kent,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  after  serving 
as  its  pastor  for  ten  years  resigned  to  become 


secretary  and  financial  secretary  of  Buchtel 
College,  Akron.  In  1867  he  had  presented  to 
the  Ohio  Universalist  convention  paper  in 
favor  of  a  denominational  institute  of  a  theo- 
logical character,  and  when  Buchtel  College 
was  finally  organized  in  1872  he  was  chosen 
a  trustee,  having  since  continuously  performed 
the  duties  of  that  position.  He  has  also  served 
as  secretary  and  part  of  the  time  as  financial 
secretary  of  the  institution,  from  January  i, 
1876,  to  July  I,  1878;  has  been  secretary  of 
the  board  of  Portage  county  visitors  since  its 
organization  in  May,  1892,  and  in  June,  1901, 
Buchtel  College  honored  him  with  the  degree 
of  D.  D.  as  an  evidence  of  the  estimation  in 
which  he  was  held  as  a  man,  a  scholar  and  a 
faithful  worker  in  the  cause  of  Universalism. 

In  March,  1877,  Dr.  Willson  organized  a 
church  at  Ravenna,  settled  there  in  July,  and 
remained  as  pastor  until  July,  1898.  Since 
May,  1866,  he  has  also  been  pastor  of  a  church 
at  Brimfield,  Ohio,  and  is  still  a  leading  figure 
in  the  general  activities  of  the  denomination, 
both  religious  and  educational.  Outside  of  his 
church  he  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
progress  and  history  of  that  section  of  the 
vVestern  Reserve  in  which  his  extended  labors 
have  fallen.  In  1873  he  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  secretary  of  the  Pioneer  Associa- 
tion of  Portage  and  Summit  counties ;  has  been 
a  director  ever  since,  and  is  now  president  and 
historian  for  Portage  county.  His  fraternal 
relations  are  with  Masonry  and  Odd  Fellow- 
ship. On  February  18,  1862,  Dr.  Willson  mar- 
ried Miss  A.  Sturtevant,  daughter  of  Luman 
and  Hannah  (Allen)  Sturtevant,  at  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents  in  Springboro,  Craw- 
ford county.  Mrs.  Willson,  who  died  July  16, 
1883,  was  educated  at  Edinboro,  Erie  county, 
and  at  Willoughby  Collegiate  Institute,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  teaching  very  successfully  for 
several  years  before  her  marriage.  She  was  a 
fine  scholar,  very  energetic  and  had  high  ideals 
of  life,  her  Christian  patience  and  fortitude 
triumphantly  meeting  the  test  of  many  vears 
of  ill  health.  On  October  7,  1884,  Dr.  Will- 
son  married  his  present  wife,  Miss  Frances  A. 
Doty,  daughter  of  Horace  S.  and  Lucy  (Bas- 
sett)  Doty.  Her  parents  came  from  Litchfield, 
Connecticut,  to  Ravenna,  in  1836,  and  Mrs. 
Willson's  home  has  always  been  in  that  city. 

Franklin  Rogers  Ross,  M.  D.,  of  San- 
dusky, is  a  self-made  man  in  the  highest  sense 
of  the  word ;  for,  while  he  has  reached  a  high 
station  in  the  respect  and  popularity  of  tfie 
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people  of  Sandusky,  both  as  physician  and 
man,  and  his  progress  has  been  accomplished 
solely  through  his  own  strength  and  abilities, 
his  advancement  has  not  been  gained  at  the 
cost  of  others  struggling  along  his  pathway. 
In  fact,  his  thoughtfulness  for  others,  es- 
pecially those  who  have  claims  of  kinship,  is 
one  of  his  leading  traits — somewhat  unusual 
in  those  who  fight  the  good  fight  against  the 
uncharitable  world  all  alone.  Like  others  in 
his  class,  it  may  also  be  added  that,  with  an 
assured  standing  in  the  community,  he  does 
not  now  lack  for  warm  and  assertive  friends 
and  supporters. 

Dr.  Ross  was  born  February  10,  1876,  and 
is  a  son  of  Leander  Newton  and  Mary  (Mar- 
latt)  Ross,  the.  father  of  Scotch-Irish  stock 
and  the  mother  of  English  ancestry.  His 
grandparents  were  among  the  earliest  settlers 
of  Muskingum,  Tuscarawas  county,  whither 
they  came  and  took  up  land  in  1820.  Leander 
Ross,  the  father,  was  a  good  farmer  and  a 
stanch  Democrat,  whose  record  embraces 
faithful  service  in  the  Union  army  under 
Grant.  The  children  of  his  family  were  Jane, 
Violus,  William;  Franklin  Rogers,  of  this 
sketch,  and  Bell  and  Rose  (twins). 

Franklin  R.  received  only  a  grammar  school 
education;  worked,  at  various  times,  in  the 
railroad  and  pipe  shops,  and  gradually  edu- 
cated himself  in  his  profession.  Not  only  this 
was  accomplished,  but  throughout  the  many 
years  of  his  work  he  maintained  two  invalid 
sisters.  On  December  9,  1904,  Dr.  Ross  mar- 
ried Miss  Myrtle  Benner,  whose  father,  Robert 
Benner,  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Tuscarawas 
county,  who  has  served  as  its  commissioner 
for  two  terms.  Dr.  Ross  is  an  active  member 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Elagles, 
through  which  he  performs  his  benevolent  and 
fraternal  work,  without  formal  religious  con- 
nections. His  wife,  however,  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Charles  F.  Lane. — One  of  the  representa- 
tive business  men  and  honored  citizens  of  the 
attractive  little  city  of  Berea,  Cuyahoga. coun- 
ty, is  he  whose  name  initiates  this  review.  He 
has  teen  actively  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  here  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, within  which  period  he  has  built  up  a 
successful  enterprise  as  a  drygoods  dealer,  be- 
sides which  he  has  other  business  interests  of 
important  order, — all  representing  the  diamet- 
rical results  of  his  own  well  directed  efforts,  as 
he  initiated  his  independent  business  career  in 


a  most  modest  way.  He  is  a  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen  and  has  been  an  influential 
figure  in  local  affairs  of  a  public  order,  besides 
which  he  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  state 
legislature. 

Charles  Fremont  Lane  was  born  at  Swan- 
ton,  Fulton  county,  Ohio,  on  February  27, 
1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Warren  and  Eleanor 
(Rooks)  Lane,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  the  state  of  Vermont,  in  1806,  and  the  latter 
of  whom  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  New 
York.  Both  families  were  founded  in  America 
in  the  colonial  era  of  our  national  history. 
Warren  Lane  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
old  Green  Mountain  state,  and  upon  coming 
to  the  west  he  located  first  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  several  years, 
and  he  then  numbered  himself  among  the  pio- 
neers of  Fulton  county,  Ohio.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  merchants  of  the  village  of  Swanton, 
that  county,  where  he  maintained  his  home 
until  1857,  at  which  time  he  located  in  Berea, 
Cuyahoga  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  until  1862  .  He  an- 
swered to  the  call  of  his  country  and  served  in 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  until  discharged  on 
account  of  disability.  He  passed  away  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years,  secure  in  the 
esteem  of  the  community  and  known  as  a  man 
of  impregnable  integrity  and  honor.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  first  wife  was  Mary  Sey- 
mour and  they  became  the  parents  of  one  son, 
now  deceased,  who  served  in  the  same  com- 
pany in  war  as  his  father.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife  Warren  Lane  married  Miss 
Eleanor  Rooks,  whose  death  occurred  in  1906. 
They  became  the  parents  of  five  children, 
namely:  Mary,  deceased;  Anna  Cora,  who  is 
the  wife  of  John  E.  Asling,  of  Berea ;  Edward 
Eugene,  who  likewise  resides  in  this  village ; 
Warren  J.,  who  died  in  the  state  of  Illinois; 
and  Charles  F.,  who  is  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  review.  Their  adopted  son,  Frank  M. 
Lane,  is  a  prominent  and  successful  manufac- 
turer of  Memphis,  Tennessee.  The  parents 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
church,  and  in  politics  the  father  was  a  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 

Charles  F.  Lane  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Berea  for  his  early  educational  dis- 
cipline, and  later  he  was  for  a  time  a  student 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland.  He  then 
began  his  service  as  a  clerk,  and  continued  to 
be  employed  in  a  clerical  capacity,  for  various 
concerns,  for  a  period  of  about  ten  years.  In 
1886  he  engaged  in  the  drygoods  business  in 
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Berea,  and  based  his  initial  operations  upon 
a  capital  of  less  than  $500.  He  adopted  the 
wise  policy  of  conducting  business  along  con- 
servative lines,  beginning  on  a  modest  scale  and 
exercising  the  utmost  care  in  every  detail,  so 
that  he  was  enabled  to  avoid  indebtedness  and 
yet  to  expand  the  business  gradually  by  nor- 
mal means.  He  thus  established  a  credit,  and 
his  policy  has  been  from  the  beginning  that  of 
discounting  his  bills  and  not  extending  his 
credit  for  more  than  a  nominal  period.  To  his 
patrons  he  has  given  the  best  of  service  and 
the  most  courteous  attention,  and  this  has  en- 
abled him  to  build  up  a  large  and  prosperous 
business,  so  that  his  finely  equipped  store  now 
ranks  with  the  best  of  such  mercantile  estab- 
lishments in  towns  of  the  same  comparative 
population  as  that  of  Berea.  As  he  has  in- 
creased his  financial  resources  Mr.  Lane  has 
made  judicious  investments  in  real  estate,  be- 
sides other  applications  of  his  surplus  capital. 
He  owns  his  own  store  building,  which  is  a 
substantial  brick  structure  two  stories  in 
height,  and  in  1907  he  completed  his  attractive 
and  commodious  brick  residence,  modern  in 
all  its  appointments  and  recognized  as  one  of 
the  finest  homes  in  Berea  as  well  as  a  center 
of  gracious  hospitality.  Mr.  Lane  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Southwestern  &  Columbus  Street 
Railway,  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Citizens' 
Telephone  Company,  of  his  home  town. 

In  politics  Mr.  Lane  has  ever  accorded  an 
uncompromising  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in 
various  local  offices  of  minor  order.  He  was 
for  several  years  a  valued  member  of  the 
board  of  education,  in  which  he  was  president. 
He  is  liberal,  progressive  and  public-spirited, 
and  has  ever  show.n  himself  ready  to  aid  in  the 
promotion  of  measures  and  enterprises,  ad- 
vanced for  the  general  good  of  the  community. 
In  1900  he  was  elected  mayor  of  his  home 
town.  In  1904  he  was  elected  to  represent 
Cuyahoga  county  in  the  state  legislature,  and 
in  this  office  he  made  an  admirable  record, 
serving  on  several  important  committees,  in- 
cluding one  relating,  to  county  affairs,  and 
having  been  chairman  of  the  committee  on 
mines  and  mining.  He  was  the  nominee  of  his 
party  for  a  second  term,  but  met  defeat  with 
the  rest  of  the  party  ticket,  which  was  headed 
by  Myron  T.  Herrick  as  candidate  for  gov- 
ernor. Mr.  Lane  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  in  which  he  is  affiliated  with  Berea 
Lodge,  No.  384,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
and   Berea  Chapter,    No.   134,    Royal    Arch 


Masons,  and  he  is  also  identified  with  the  local 
lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  enjoy  unqualified  popularity  in  the 
social  circles  of  their  home  village. 

On  March  17,  1878,  Mr.  Lane  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Delia  M.  Wheller,  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  Columbia,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  the  late  James  H.  Wheller, 
who  was  a  prominent  and  honored  citizen  of 
that  place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lane  have  one  son, 
Charles  Warren,  who  was  born  on  January 
22,  1896,  and  who  is  a  member  of  the  Sopho- 
more class  in  the  Berea  high  school. 

Colonel  Wilbur  S.  Pole,  a  prominent  real 
estate  dealer  of  Lorain,  was  born  in  Hagers- 
town,  Maryland,  October  27,.  1867.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  and  state 
military  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  in  1884 
was  appointed  deputy  county  treasurer  of  his 
native  county.  Two  years  later  he  entered  the 
city  engineering  department  of  Hagerstown, 
and  in  1888  located  at  Roanoke,  Virginia,  in 
which  city  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness, and  he  filled  the  offices  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  police  justice  and  deputy  coroner.  In 
January,  1895,  Mr.  Pole  located  in  Lorain, 
continuing  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  which 
line  he  has  operated  since  on  a  large  scale.  He 
represents  some  of  the  strongest  land  com- 
panies of  Lorain,  and  in  1908  opened  up  what 
is  known  as  Pole's  first  and  second  additions 
to  Lorain,  which  comprise  altogether  211  lots; 
the  181  lots  contained  in  the  first  division  were 
sold  within  fourteen  days  from  the  time  of  the 
opening  of  the  addition.  He  also  opened  the 
following  suburban  allotments  between  Lorain 
and  Elyria:  Wilbur  Heights,  75  acres,  300 
lots ;  Inter-urban,  42  acres,  42  lots ;  and  Leona 
Heights,  139  acres,  615  lots. 

In  the  fall  of  1908  Colonel  Pole  purchased 
two  local  insurance  agencies,  comprising 
eleven  companies  and  covering  all  lines  of  in- 
surance, making  his  real  estate  and  insurance 
business  cne  of  the  largest  in  Lorain  county. 
In  1906-7  Colonel  Pole  made  two  trips  to 
Porto  Rico  as  a  representative  of  American 
capitalists  and  purchased  the  iron  interests  of 
the  island,  a  very  large  transaction.  However, 
the  shipping  of  ore  has  not  yet  begun,  owing 
to  inadequate  shipping  facilities. 

Colonel  Pole  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
business  growth  and  prosperity  of  Lorain,  and 
served  five  years  as  vice  president  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  during  which  time  in 
that  capacity  he  conducted  all  the  correspond- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1333 


ence  of  the  organization,  and  made  several 
trips  to  Washington,  as  a  result  of  which  the 
United  States  government  stationed  a  life  sav- 
ing station  at  Lorain.  He  has  expert  knowl- 
edge and  experience  in  the  line  of  real  estate, 
and  in  consideration  of  this  he  was  appointed 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board*  of  Equali- 
zation, on  which  he  served  three  years ;  he  also 
served  on  the  Board  of  Examiners,  of  county 
commissioners'  reports. 

Colonel  Pole  served  in  the  volunteer  militia 
ten  years,  resigjiing  from  the  same  with  the 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel.  He  commanded 
Company  A,  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
Regiment  from  Lorain  county,  during  the 
Spanish-American  war  and  served  with  dis- 
tinction. He  is  a  member  of  the  Naval  and 
Military  Order  of  Spanish  Veterans  (an  of- 
ficers' society),  a  companion  in  the  Ohio  Com- 
mandery  of  the  Military  Order  of  Foreign 
Wars  (also  an  officers'  society),  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Spanish  War  Veterans.  He 
organized  and  served  as  the  first  commander 
of  Major  Woodworth  Camp  of  the  last-named 
society,  which  was  afterward  transferred  to 
Elyria  from  Lorain,  (as  Elyria  was  the  county 
scat),  for  the  sake  of  convenience.  He  is  a 
f)emocrat  in  political  faith  and  a  member  of 
the  county  and  city  Democratic  executive  com- 
mittee. In  Lorain  Colonel  Pole  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  affairs,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce,  being  chairman  of  its 
river  and  harbor  committee,  and  a  member  of 
the  Business  Men's  Club,  serving  one  term  as 
president  of  the  latter.  He  belongs  to  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  Redeemer,  of  which 
he  is  vestryman,  and  he  served  as  treasurer  of 
the  building  fund  at  the  time  the  present 
church  was  built. 

In  November,  1890,  Colonel  Pole  married 
Miss  Emma  Antrim,  of  Augusta  county,  Vir- 
ginia, and  they  have  one  daughter,  Helen 
Antrim. 

Charles  R.  Doolittle. — The  substantial 
and  well-to-do  citizens  of  Portage  county  have 
no  more  worthy  representative  than  Charles 
R.  Doolittle,  who  occupies  a  position  of  promi- 
nence among  the  progressive  and  thorough 
going  farmers  who  are  so  ably  conducting  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Streetsboro  township. 
A  man  of  keen  foresight  and  sterling  integrity, 
he  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  has  so  long  fulfilled  the 
obligations  of  a  faithful  citizen  and  nei^ibor. 
He  has  the  distinction  of  being  a  native  and 


to  the  manner  born,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  this  township,  August  31,  1837.  He  is  a 
son  of  Albert  Doolittle,  who  spent  the  larger 
part  of  his  life  in  Portage  county,  and  grand- 
son of  Benjamin  Doolittle,  one  of  the  earlier 
pioneers  of  this  part  of  Ohio. 

Benjamin  Doolittle,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
spent  a  part  of  his  early  life  in  Pennsylvania. 
He  was  one  of  the  forty-eight  members  of  the 
Connecticut  Land  Company  that  came  to  Por- 
tage county  as  land  seekers  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  had 
the  township  of  Burton,  in  Geauga  county, 
and  a  portion  of  Poland  township,  set  oflf  for 
him.  The  country  was  then  in  its  pristine 
wildness,  game  of  all  kind  being  plentiful,  and 
he  shot  many  a  wild  turkey  in  those  days.  He 
was  bitten  by  a  rattlesnake,  and  had  the  fever 
and  ague,  but  notwithstanding  all  of  the  dis- 
comforts and  trials  which  he  endured,  he 
went  back  to  his  Pennsylvania  home  for  his 
family,  whom  he  brought  to  Portage  county 
in  1825.  On  his  land  in  Streetsboro  township, 
he  built  a  double  log  house,  and  two  years  later 
built  a  large  two-story  frame  house  and  was 
there  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  during  the  re- 
mainder of  his  active  life.  After  the  death  of 
his  wife,  Fanny  Ward,  who  was  born  in  Sus- 
quehanna county,  Pennsylvania,  he  made  his 
home  with  his  children,  dying,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years,  in  1848,  in  Elyria,  Ohio. 

Albert  Doolittle  was  born  in  New  Milford, 
Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1807, 
and  came  with  the  family  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  in  1825.  He  was  a  stonemason  by  trade, 
and  also  a  farmer,  residing  on  a  farm  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Streetsboro  until  his  death,  in 
1885.  He  followed  contracting  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil,  and  assisted  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Maumee  canal,  and  of  several  rail- 
ways. He  married  Alamanda  Burroughs,  who 
was  born  in  Shalersville,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  in  1819,  and  died  in  Streetsboro,  Ohio, 
in  1900.  She  came  of  New  England  stock,  her 
father,  Simon  Burroughs,  having  been  born  in 
New  Hampshire,  while  her  grandfather,  Joel 
Burroughs,  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  Joel 
Burroughs  served  as  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war,  and,  with  two  of  his  brothers,  took 
an  active  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on 
June  17,  1775.  About  1817  Simon  Burroughs 
followed  the  tide  of  emigration  to  Ohio,  com- 
ing by  way  of  BuflFalo  and  Cleveland  to 
Shalersville,  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  wilderness. 
Several  years  later,  he  disposed  of  his  land  in 
that  vicinity,  and  from  land  that  he  bought  in 
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Streelsbaro  rnpTored  a  farm  on  which  be 
spent  his  remaining  years,  passing  awa}'  in 
1864.  He  married  Lucy  Green,  a  native  of 
Venncait-  Of  the  tmian  of  Albert  and  .\la- 
manda  •  Burroaghs »  Doolittle.  four  children 
were  bc»m,  as  folkms :  Charles  IL.  the  subject 
of  this  sketch:  Angnsta.  who  married  X.  S. 
Olin.  died  in  1901 :  Horace  A.,  li\-ing  on  the 
parental  hame?iead :  and  Lucy  A-.  who  died  in 
1885.  married  Charles  EL  Harmon. 

Brought  up  in  pioneer  days,  Charles  R.  Doo- 
Kttle  attended  the  district  and  select  schools 
of  Streetsboro  to*iiship,  subsequently  continu- 
ing his  studies  ai  the  Kent  high  schcoL  Until 
twent>-six  years  cf  age,  he  resided  \vrth  his 
parents,  for  awhile  assisting  his  father  in  the 
building  of  railroads.  Turning  his  attention 
then  to  agricultura]  pursuhs.  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Streetsboro  township,  and  managed  :i  suc- 
cessfully for  six  years,  when  he  sold  it,  and 
bought  another  h-ing  a  "inie  farther  east  in  the 
same  township.  This  farm,  which  be  stiH 
owns,  contains  226  acres  oi  gcod  land,  being 
one  of  the  most  desirable  pieces  cf  property 
in  that  pan  of  the  township.  In  1^4  Mr. 
Doolittle  bought  out  the  heirs  of  his  father-in- 
law,  the  late  Samuel  C^lin.  of  Streetsboro 
toi**nship,  and  moved  to  his  present  farm. 
which  contains- 220  acres  of  land,  the  greater 
fttirt  oi  which  he  has  placed  under  a  high 
state  oi  cultivation.  Mr.  EXoolittle  is  a  man 
of  great  enterprise,  and  in  1870.  with  his 
father  and  several  other  stockholders,  organ- 
ized the  cheese  factor>\  of  which,  since  i8oa, 
he  has  been  the  sole  proprietor.  He  pays 
much  attention  to  dairvini::.  rei::ardins:  it  an  im- 
portant  branch  of  agriculture,  and  raises  thor- 
oughbred Holsiein  cattle,  keeping  a  magniii- 
ceni  bull  oi  that  breevi  at  the  head  of  his  herd. 
Since  1893  ^'^-  IXxMiitle  has  been  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Second  National  Rank  of  Ra- 
venna, Ohio. 

On  Febniar\-  10,  i8c\4,  Mr.  IXx^little  mar- 
ried Adelaide  E,  Olin,  who  was  K^nt  in 
Streetsboro  township,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
Olin.  Samuel  Olin  was  U^ni,  July  u  17^\^» 
in  Shaftsbur>\  \'ermont,  and  workevl  fv^r  and 
with  his  father  until  becoming  of  agx\  Vioing 
then  to  Oneida  county.  New  York,  he  marri^\l 
for  his  first  wife  his  a^usin,  Hetscv  i.»reen, 
their  union  being  si^lemnizcil  in  1815.  She  was 
bom  April  9,  1797,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  r»reen. 
and  died  April  i,  1831,  havit\^  K>n\e  him  ei^^^ht 
children.  On  January  H\  i83-\  he  n\;^rried 
for  his  second  wife,  in  Castile,  New  \\^rk» 
Mercy  Seymour,  the  mother  of  Mrs,  IXn^Uttle. 


On  Februar\-  2S,  1839.  Mr.  Olin  packed  his 
household  goods,  and  with  three  wagons 
drawn  by  good  horses,  started  across  the  cocm- 
try  ioT  Ohio.  Locating  in  Streetsboro  town- 
ship. Portage  counts-,  he  made  this  his  per- 
manent home,  residing  here  until  his  death, 
November  22.  1874.  During  his  first  season 
here,  ]^Ir.  Olin  btiilt  from  brick  manufactured 
by  himself  and  brother  the  faoose  knoii^-n  as 
**01in's  Inn,"'  which  he  cQnducted  as  a  tavern 
for  eleven  years.  He  was  a  clear4ieaded,  in- 
telligent business  man,  wise  in  his  investments, 
and  accumulated  much  wealth,  at  the  time  of 
his  death  ha\"ing  title  to  more  than  600  acres 
of  ^-a]t2able  land.  Three  children  were  bom  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  I>_->olittle,  namely:  Clarence  S^ 
carrving  on  the  farm  which  his  grandfather, 
Olin.  first  iiK>ved  to;  3day  O.,  who  died  in 
i^So,  aged  nine  years  and  ten  months:  and 
Menie  A.,  wife  of  James  F.  Fenton,  who  re- 
sides in  the  house  with  Mr,  Doolittle.  and 
manages  the  farm.  Politically-  Mr.  Doolittle 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote,  in  i860,  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
hollowing  in  the  footsteps  of  his  grandfather 
Doolittle.  who  was  the  first  justice  of  peace  in 
Streetsboro  township,  and  of  his  father,  who 
>\-as  its  first  constable,  he  has  willingly  and 
faithfully  filled  to\*-nship  offices,  for  thirteen 
years  serv-ing  as  infirmary-  director. 

Captain  LE.\xr«R  Reeve. — One  of  the  most 
prominent  oi  the  men  whose  life  records  have 
graced  the  histoiy-  of  Ashtabula  county  is 
found  in  the  personnel  of  riaptain  Leander 
Reeve,  a  \-alianT  soldier,  a  former  l^^islator 
of  ability-  and  a  true  and  tried  public  offidaL 
He  traces  his  descent  through  many  genera- 
lions  to  Israel  Reeve,  who  tradition  says  came 
to  .\menca  from  France,  This  Israd  Reeve 
was  a  weaver  and  prominent  in  the  early  po- 
litical h.istory  of  the  I'nited  States,  His  chil- 
ilren  iiu^ludcvi  Captain  Luther  Reeve,  a  Revo- 
lutionary \\,ir  hero.  Captain  Luther  Reeve  was 
lx>n^  at  S*.^utho:d  on  Long  Island  in  1760,  and 
at  the  Uiie  01  sixteen  \^-as  in  the  Xew  Yoric 
milhia.  He  was  later  transferred  to  the  Con- 
m\  tier.:  lir.e  ;u:d  tVught  throughout  the  entire 
war  v>i  the  Kcwvuiiv^n,  entering  the  ranks  as  a 
prixato  and  rxx>r:\*ing  his  discharge  as  an  of- 
ficer, \  lo  fvMtgh:  ir*  the  histonc  battles  of  Long 
IsUuuU  Mv^nir.outh  and  Danbur>\  also  in  many 
oiluTs,  ur.d  his  hv>T:io  after  remming  from  the 
war  wun  on  a  farm  in  Cv^nnecticut  until  about 
»^v-\^  when  he  cume  to  New  L>-nte,  Ohio.  Cap- 
tain I  uther  Reeve  died  on  December  13,  i843» 
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and  his  wife  Anna  on  November  27,  1844.  He 
had  married  on  January  31,  1785,  Anna  Pear- 
son, of  Lyme,  Connecticut,  and  their  children 
were:  Benjamin,  born  February  23,  1787,  mar- 
ried Martha  Sill,  had  six  children,  lived  in 
New  Lyme,  Ohio,  and  and  died  December  13, 
1879;  Rumsey  is  mentioned  below;  Serepta, 
bom  June  13,  1792,  married  Elija  Brown,  had 
five  children  and  lived  in  Brownville,  Ohio; 
Polly,  bom  April  5,  1795,  married  Abner  Gee, 
had  three  children  and  died  December  24, 
1849;  Hannibal,  born  January  9,  1797,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Latimer  and  had  seven  children ; 
Ann  or  Nancy,  born  October  i,  1799,  married 
George  Babcock  and  had  eight  children* 

Rumsey  Reeve,  one  of  the  children  of  Cap- 
tain Luther  Reeve,  was  born  April  18,  1779, 
in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  self  educated 
man.  He  received  but  three  months  of  school- 
ings but  afterward  taught  school  in  Connecti- 
cut. Moving  westward  with  his  family  in  the 
fall  of  1 82 1  he  located  at  New  Lyme,  Ohio, 
buying  there  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  before 
his  death  he  increased  his  landed  possessions 
to  300  acres.  In  the  log  cabin  which  he  first 
erected  he  lived  for  five  years  to  a  day  and 
then  moved  into  his  frame  dwelling.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
with  his  wife  behind  him  on  the  same  horse  he 
rode  to  "meeting."  He  was  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man  and  Abolitionist,  and  his  home 
was  a  depot  on  the  "underground  railroad" 
during  the  troublous  times  preceding  the  Civil 
war.  He  died  in  1863,  on  May  8,  and  his  wife 
Mary  Ann,  followed  him  to  the  home  beyond 
on  May  30,  1880.  Rumsey  Reeve  had  married 
Mary  Ann  Baldwin  in  Connecticut  on  Novem- 
ber 8,  1815,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  James  B.,  who  was  cap- 
tain of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  Civil  war,  married  Adeline  Riggs  and 
thev  had  eleven  children ;  Henry  Luther  mar- 
ried  Mary  Randall,  had  four  children  and 
lived  in  New  Lyme,  Ohio ;  John  Rumsey  mar- 
ried Sarah  Carter,  had  four  children,  later 
wedded  Cynthia  Carter  and  lived  in  Rome; 
Leonidas  married  Sophia  Knowles,  had  four 
children,  and  lived  in  Ashtabula  county,  in 
Colebrook  township ;  Hezekiah  married  Lamira 
Peck,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  married 
for  his  second  wife  Julia  Wescott  Hawkins 
and  lived  in  New  Lyme;  Leander  C.  is  men- 
tioned below ;  Flavins  J.  married  Mary  Alder- 
man, had  eight  children,  and  their  home  was 
in  New  Lyme ;  Marie  Antoinette  married  J.  S. 
Peck,  had  six  children  and  lived  in  New  Lyme ; 
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Arthur  Tappan  served  as  colonel  of  the  Sev- 
enth Kansas  Cavalry,  Compajiy,K,  and  lived  in 
Iowa;  and  William  Henry  served  during,  the 
war  in  the  same  company  asi\his  brother  Ar- 
thur, and  died  in  the  army. 

Captain  Leander  Constantine  Reeve  was 
born  September  6,  1828,  in  New  Lyme,  and 
after  a  training  in  the  Jefferson  graded  schools 
he  taught  school  for  a  short  time  and  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  On  the  2d  of  August,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  en- 
tering the  ranks  as  a  second  lieutenant  and 
receiving  his  discharge  as  a  captain.  For  a 
month  he  was  a  recruiting  officer,  and  his  serv- 
ices were  with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland 
under  General  Schofield.  Returning  from  the 
war  he  took  up  the  work  of  the  farm  at  Rome, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  dairying.  But  he  has 
in  the  meantime  become  prominent  in  the  local 
Republican  party,  and  has  served  as  a  justice 
of  the  peace  or  as  township  clerk  during  the 
most  of  his  life,  and  in  1889  he  was  elected 
to  represent  Ashtabula  county  in  the  state  leg- 
islature and  was  re-elected  to  the  sartie  posi- 
tion in  1 89 1.  His  term  as  a  legislator  was 
characterized  by  the  utmost  fidelity  to  duty, 
and  he  introduced  the  first  bill  for  the  abolish- 
ment of  capital  punishment,  but  this  bill  met 
defeat. 

Captain  Reeve  married  in  New  Lyme  on 
January  22,  185 1,  Harriet  E.  Peck,  who  was 
born  November  13,  1827,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
G.  and  Nancy  (Canfield)  Peck,  and  their  chil- 
dren are:  Arthur  L.,  who  was  born  January 
31,  1852,  married  Jane  Stineman,  had  three 
children,  Effie,  Amelia  and  Newton,  the  last 
named  dying  in  infancy,  and  the  wife  died 
May  24,  1900,  and  Mr.  Reeve  lives  with  his 
parents  in  Rome;  Asher,  born  July  24,  1854, 
married  Sadie  Marsh,  by  whom  he  has  a  son, 
Arthur  C,  and  lives  in  Crestline,  Crawford 
county,  Ohio ;  Amelia,  born  June  9,  1857, 
married  Newton  Chapin,  by  whom  she  has 
three  children,  Annie  died  in  infancy,  Louise 
and  Rose,  and  they  also  live  on  her  father's 
farm ;  Rose  Anne,  born  November  23,  1858, 
married  Dr.  W.  O.  Ellsworth^  of  Austinburg, 
and  their  four  children  are  all  deceased,  and 
the  mother  also,  she  dying  February  4,  1896; 
and  Mary  Baldwin,  born  June  23,  1867,  has 
never  married  and  lives  with  her  parents. 
Captain  and  Mrs.  Reeve  have  lived  to  celebrate 
the  golden  anniversary  of  their  marriage,  and 
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their  lives  have  been  abundantly  blessed.  Cap- 
tain Reeve  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army 
^  of  the  Republic,  and  the  present  chapter  of 
the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  at 
Rome  was  named  in  honor  of  his  grandfather, 
Luther  Reeve.  Captain  Reeve  is  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  and  also  his  wife  and  his  daugh- 
ter, the  latter  being  secretary.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  church  members. 

P.  J.  MoRRissEV. — As  superintendent  of  the 
Central  Stone  Company,  of  Berea,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Mr.  Morrissey  has  direct  supervision 
of  some  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
stone  quarries  to  be  found  in  the  middle  west, 
and  an  idea  of  the  responsibilities  devolving 
upon  him  may  be  gained  from  the  mere  state- 
ment that  the  company  with  which  he  is  identi- 
fied gives  employment  to  fully  2,000  persons. 
Mr.  Morrissey  has  gained  this  noteworthy 
precedence  through  his  own  ability  and  well 
directed  efforts  and  is  known  as  an  able  execu- 
tive and  administrative  officer. 

P.  J.  Morrissey  was  born  in  Ireland  and  is 
a  son  of  Thomas  Morrissey,  who  immigrated 
from  the  Emerald  Isle  to  America  when  his 
son  was  one  year  old.  The  father  had  re- 
ceived excellent  educational  advantages  in  his 
native  land  and  was  a  man  of  distinctive  cul- 
ture. His  wife  survived  him  by  several  years. 
They  were  devout  communicants  of  the  Cath- 
olic church  and  were  persons  of.  sterling  worth 
of  character.  The  subject  of  this  review 
gained  his  early  educational  discipline  in  the 
schools  of  the  thriving  little  city  in  which  he 
now  maintains  his  home,  and  later  he  went  to 
New  York  City,  where  he  attended  school  for 
some  time.  When  but  a  lad  he  found  employ- 
ment about  the  famous  stone  quarries  of 
Berea,  and  with  his  line  of  industry  he  has 
been  concerned  during  his  entire  active  career. 
He  has  now  been  continuously  in  the  harness 
for  nearly  half  a  century,  and  his  advancement 
has  been  through  the  various  grades  and  de- 
partments of  service, — advancement  won  by 
his  fidelity  and  ability.  He  now  has  the  gen- 
eral supervision  of  the  several  quarries  oper- 
ated by  the  Central  Stone  Company,  and  he 
is  known  as  a  careful  disciplinarian  and  as  a 
man  who  retains  the  unqualified  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  many  men  working  under 
his  supervision. 

The  extensive  enterprise  now  controlled  by 
the  Central  Stone  Company  had  its  initiation 
in  the  year  1854,  and  the  quarries  were  oper- 
ated upon  a  modest  scale  for  a    number    of 


years,  under  varying  ownership  and  manage- 
ment.    In  1 88 1  the  present  company  was  or- 
ganized and  was  forthwith  incorporated  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $3,000,000.   The  officers  of 
the  corporation  are  as  here  noted:  George  H. 
Wellington,  president ;  E.  A.  Merrill,  secretary 
and  treasurer ;  and  P.  J.  Morrissey,  superin- 
tendent.    The  fine  quarries  owned  and  oper- 
ated by  the  company  are  among  the  largest  in 
the  Union,  and  the  deposit  is  of  remarkable 
depth,   integrity   and   superiority    of    quality. 
The  operations  are  conducted  upon  a  large 
scale,  and  the  mechanical  equipment  and  gen- 
eral accessories  are  of  the  best  modern  type. 
The  facilities  for  the  sawing  of  the  stone  are 
of   especial   excellence,  and   the   products   of 
the  quarries  are  utilized  for  general  building 
purposes,  the  construction  of  sidewalks,  and 
general  architectural  work.  The  company  con- 
trols a  substantial  export  business,  especially 
in  Germany  and  Belgium,  and  the  reputation 
of  the  Berea  quarries  is  one  which  extends  into 
all  sections  of  the  United  States.    Mr.  Morris- 
sey is  one  of  the  heavy  stockholders  of  the 
company,  and  while  he  has  other  important 
interests,  he  gives  to  this  concern  the  major 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention,  as  he  has 
continuously  done  for  many  years. 

He  and  his  family  are  communicants  of  the 
Catholic  church;  and  he  is  affiliated  with  the 
Knights  of  Columbus.  He  is  well  known  as 
one  of  the  representative  business  men  of 
Berea,  where  he  is  held  in  uniform,  confidence 
and  esteem. 

Mr.  Morrissey  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  McGann,  who  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Louisville,  Kentucky,  a  daughter  of  John 
McGann,  an  honored  business  man  of  that 
place.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Morrissey  have  three 
children,  namely :  Nellie,  Josephine  and  J.  Leo. 

Charles  F.  Sudro,  V)ne  of  Elyria's  well- 
known  citizens,  was  born  in  Mecklenberg- 
Schwerin,  Germany,  March  18,  1848,  and  is  a 
son  of  Frederick  and  Mary  (Kritzel)  Sudro. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  the 
winter  of  1852;  there  were  two  older  children, 
a  son  and  daughter,  who  were  born  and  died 
in  Germany.  After  their  removal  to  America 
Mr.  Sudro  and  his  wife  had  children  as  fol- 
lows :  Louis,  deceased ;  Frederick  H.,  of 
Elyria,  interested  in  the  telephone  business ; 
Seigfried ;  Mary,  who  married  J.  E.  Wood- 
ruff, of  Elyria :  all  were  born  in  Elyria.  Fred- 
erick Sudro  worked  at  various  occupations  by 
the  day  until  after  the  war,  working  as  stone- 
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mason,  and  in  a  quarry.  He  died  December 
19,  1881,  and  his  wife  died  September  9,  1900. 

After  acquiring  his  education  in  the  public 
school,  Charles  F.  Sudro  went  to  work  on  a 
tarm  in  Carlisle  township,  at  first  for  his  board 
and  clothes,  and  in  his  twelfth  year  was  also 
to  receive  a  sheep  and  a  colt.  He  spent  the 
stunmers  on  a  farm  and  the  winters  in  factory 
work  in  Elyria,  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
eighteen  and  then  for  two  seasons  worked  in 
a  brick  yard.  In  his  nineteenth  year  he  moved 
west,  where  he  spent  two  years,  driving  part 
of  the  time,  and  he  lost  his  left  arm  in  a  thresh- 
ing machine  in  Minnesota.  Returning  to 
Elyria  in  1870,  he  began  work  in  the  yards  of 
the  Michigan  Southern  railroad,  where  he  re- 
mained nine  years.  He  then  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  conducting  what  was  known  as 
the  "Mongaren  House,"  on  Washington  ave- 
nue, near  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
em  tracks,  and  the  next  year  sold  his  interest 
and  removed  to  Damascus,  Ohio,  and  thence 
to  Salem.  In  the  latter  place  he  became  a 
member  of  the  city  police  force,  and  later  re- 
turned to  Elyria  to  take  a  similar  position; 
a  year  later  he  was  elected  to  the  post  of 
marshal,  which  he  filled  two  years.  He  was 
re-elected  and  served  another  year  and  then 
resigned.  He  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor 
business,  which  he  carried  on  two  years  and 
then  for  three  years  conducted  a  wholesale 
bottling  business.  Selling  out  this  business, 
for  two  years  he  carried  on  billiard  and  pool- 
rooms, sold  this  out  and  purchased  property 
at  544-6  West  Broad  street,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  saloon  from  1891  until  1898,  when 
he  sold  out.  In  1895  Mr.  Sudro  built  the  sub- 
stantial two-story  brick  business  block  on  his 
property  on  West  Broad  street  which  he  now 
owns.  He  has  been  living  retired  from  active 
business  since   1898. 

In  1901  Mr.  Sudro  became  head  inspector 
for  the  city  on  all  paving  and  public  works, 
which  position  he  held  until  the  fall  of  1907, 
when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Public 
Service  Board,  a  position  he  now  holds.  In 
his  work  for  the  city  Mr.  Sudro  has  shown 
that  strict  regard  for  the  best  principles  of 
business  that  were  exercised  in  all  his  private 
connections,  and  his  energetic,  conscientious 
work  has  been  widely  appreciated  by  the  city. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. 

Mr.  Sudro  married  (first)  Jennie  Taylor, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Columbiana  coun- 
ty, Ohio.    She  died  in  1905,  leaving  two  chil- 


dren, Nora  M.,  bom  in  Damascus,  Ohio,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1878,  married  M.  G.  Wilder,  and 
Frank  M.  Sudro,  born  September  9,  1881,  in 
Salem,  Ohio,  is  an  electrician,  now  in  the 
West.  Mr.  Sudro  married  (second)  Mary 
Geist,  of  Brownhelm,  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 

Elisha  M.  Pierce,  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  Lorain,  was  bom  at  York,  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  June  26,  1845.  His  father, 
Thompson  Pierce,  was  a  native  of  Peru,  Berk- 
shire county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  son  of 
Levi  Pierce,  also  a  native  of  that  place.  Colonel 
Levi  Pierce,  with  his  wife  and  two  sons, 
Thompson  and  Emery,  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  1836,  settling  in  Medina  county, 
where  they  became  successful  farmers  and 
prominent  citizens.  Thompson  Pierce  married 
Harriet^  Little,  native  of  Peru,  Massachusetts, 
daughter  of  Samuel  Little,  who  came  to  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio,  at  about  the  same  time  as 
the  Pierce  family. 

Elisha  M.  Pierce  received  his  education  in 
public  and  private  schools  in  Medina  county 
and  at  Oberlin  College.  He  began  work  as 
telegraph  operator  in  York,  going  thence  to 
Uhrichsville,  Ohio,  as  station  agent  for  the 
Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  Railroad  Com- 
pany. In  the  spring  of  1880  he  came  to  Lo- 
rain to  take  charge  of  the  Tuscarawas  Valley 
Coal  Company,  having  charge  of  both  office 
and  shipping  departments.  In  1882  he  re- 
turned to  railroad  work  and  took  charge  of  the 
terminals  of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheel- 
ing Railroad  Company,  including  both  office 
and  docks,  and  in  this  capacity  he  remained 
until  1907. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  actively  interested  in  the 
growth  and  welfare  of  Lorain.  He  helped  or- 
ganize the  Lorain  Savings  and  Banking  Com- 
pany, and  served  as  president  of  the  institu- 
tion until  1905.  In  the  latter  part  of  that  year 
the  Lorain  Banking  Company  was  organized, 
and  he  was  elected  its  secretary  and  treasurer, 
although  he  did  not  assume  the  active  duties 
until  April  i,  1907.  He  was  elected  assistant 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Thew  Auto- 
matic Shovel  Company  in  1908,  and  at  the 
next  annual  meeting  of  the  directors,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1909,  was  elected  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. He  is  one  of  the  promoters  and  organ- 
izers of  the  Black  River  Telephone  Company, 
and  has  been  its  president  since  the  organi- 
zation. He  has  been  agent  for  the  trustee  of 
the  Black  River  Land  Company  since  1887, 
and  has  been  director  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
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merce  since  its  organization  and  its  president. 
He  is  president  of  Lorain  Library  Association, 
and  is  president  of  the  Lorain  and  Elyria 
Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  having 
served  on  the  board  since  1900.  For  six  years 
he  was  president  of  the  Lorain  School  Board, 
and  was  for  eight  years  a  member  of  the  city 
council  and  for  several  years  president  of  that 
body. 

Mr.  Pierce  has  been  twice  married,  first,  to 
Almira  Penfield,  who  died  in  1887,  leaving 
two  daughters,  Marian  and  Inez.  His  second 
wife  was  Mary  Penfield,  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
They  were  daughters  of  Samuel  Penfield,  a 
native  of  New  York  state.  He  came  as  a  boy 
to  Lorain  county  with  his  father,  who  was  the 
first  settler  of  Penfiqld  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty, and  after  whom  it  was  named.  Mr.  Pierce 
is  an  active  worker  in  the  cause  of  progress 
and  improvement,  and  stands  ready  to  help 
along  any  enterprise  that  appears  worthy  of  his 
assistance,  financially  or  otherwise.  He  has 
been  a  useful  and  public-spirited  citizen  of 
Lorain,  and  his  qualities  are  appreciated  by 
his  fellow  townsmen. 

Merritt  C.  Price. — Numbered  among  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Portage  county  is 
Merritt  C.  Price,  who  is  actively  engaged  in 
his  free  and  independent  occupation  in 
Shalersville  township.  Endowed  by  nature 
with  three  of  the  characteristics  pre-eminent 
in  all  true  Americans,  those  of  energy,  pluck 
and  resolute  determination,  he  has  steadily 
climbed  the  ladder  of  success,  and  mav  be  con- 
sidered  in  every  sense  implied  by  the  term  a 
self-made  man.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was 
born,  April  21,  1866,  in  Shalersville  township, 
and  here  acquired  his  early  education,  attend- 
ing the  district  schools. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  Merritt  C. 
Price  began  life  as  a  wage-earner,  and  has 
since  been  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own 
exertions.  Industrious  and  thrifty,  he  had  ere 
many  years  accumulated  sufficient  money  to 
warrant  him  in  assuming  the  care  of  a  house- 
hold, and  on  January  28,  1891,  married  Mary 
E.  Hudson,  who  was  born  in  Shalersville, 
Portage  county,  which  was  likewise  the  birth 
place  of  her  parents,  Edward  and  Mary  (Tut- 
tle)  Hudson.  The  eight  years  following  his 
marriage  Mr.  Price  was  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  dairying  on  the  Weaver 
farm  in  Shalersville  township.  He  then  rented 
the   Calvin   Price   farm  of  one  hundred  and 


eighteen  acres  for  two  years,  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  rental,  in  1906,  purchased  the 
estate,  which  he  has  since  managed  with  both 
profit  and  pleasure.  Twenty-five  acres  of  the 
farm  is  timber  land,  while  the  other  niilety-* 
three  acres  are  under  good  cultivation,  each 
season  yielding  him  excellent  crops. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Price  have  two  children, 
namely:  Charles  Emmett  and  Loeta  Alverta. 
In  politics  Mr.  Price  supports  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party  and  for  three  yeairs 
has  served  as  township  trustee  and  for  six 
years  was  a  member  of  the  local  school  board. 
Fraternally  he  belongs  to  Mantua  Lodge,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  to  Mantua  Camp,  M.  W.  A. 

Judge  James  W.  Roberts. — Noteworthy 
among  the  leading  citizens  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve is  Judge  James  W.  Roberts,  of  Jeflferson, 
who  is  widely  known  as  a  wise  and  impartial 
dispenser  of  justice,  and  enjoys  the  reputsttion 
of  being  one  of  the  best  judges  the  district 
ever  had.  Coming  on  the  paternal  side  Of  ex- 
cellent Welsh  ancestry,  he  was  born  August  3, 
1858,  in  Kinsman,  Trumbull  county,  a  son  of 
the  late  Lorenzo  W.  Roberts,  and  grandson  of 
Hazen  Roberts,  who  settled  as  a  farmer  in 
Madison  township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in  1834. 

Lorenzo  W.  Roberts  was  born,  in  April, 
1833,  in  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  and  as  an  infant 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Lake  county, 
where  he  grew  to  man*s  estate.  He  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade  when  youngs  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  life,  living  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
in  Kinsman,  Ohio.  During  the  Civil  war  he 
offered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting,  in 
1862,  in  the  Tenth  Ohio  Cavalry,  was  made 
sergeant  of  his  company,  and  served  for  three 
years.  On  April  14,  1865,  ^^^  day  that  Lin- 
coln was  killed,  he  was  wounded  by  a  ball  in 
the  left  leg,  being  one  of  the  very  last  of  the 
soldiers  to  receive  injury  from  the  enemy,  and 
the  day  following,  April  15,  he  was  honorably 
discharged.  Returning  to  his  old  home,  he 
remained  there  until  1873,  when  he  moved  to 
Jamestown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  resided  six 
years.  Again  taking  up  his  residence  in  Kins* 
man,  Trumbull  county,  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  that  city  until  his  death,  January  25, 
1905.  In  1857  Lorenzo  W.  Roberts  married 
Mary  J.  Waid,  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and 
Ellen  Waid,  both  natives  of  Trumbull  county. 
Alexander  Waid  enlisted  from  that  county  as 
a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  served 
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bravely  in  several  engagements,  doing  credit 
to  the  sturdy  and  patriotic  Scotch-Irish  ances- 
try from  which  he  was  descended. 

Fitted  for  the  bar  when  a  young  man,  J.  W. 
Roberts,  in  partnership  with  Messrs.  Northway 
and  Perry,  located  in  Jefferson  in  1897,  and 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Northway,  a  year  later, 
continued  the  practice  of  his  profession  most 
successfully  until  August,  1905,  when  he  was 
appointed  to  the  Common  Pleas  bench  by  Gov- 
ernor Herrick,  receiving  his  commission  the 
third  day  of  that  month,  and  at  the  November 
election  following  was  elected  to  fill  the  va- 
cancy occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Theo- 
dore Hall.  In  1906  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
same  position,  and  is  serving  with  credit  to 
himself  and  to  the  honor  of  his  constituents, 
he  and  Judge  Reynolds  being  the  judges  in 
the  three  counties,  Ashtabula,  Lake  and 
Geauga,  which  form  the  third  subdivision  of 
the  Ninth  Common  Pleas  Judicial  district. 

Judge  Roberts  married,  May  24,  1883,  Clara 
C.  Brockway,  who  waa  born  in  Jamestown, 
Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Germish  and  Car- 
oline (Harriett)  Brockway,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children,  namely :  Ethel  E.,  a 
3t€negrapher'  in  Cleveland ;  and  Burke  B.,  who 
graduated  from  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
Science  with  the  Class  of  1909,  when  but  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age,  and  in  a  five-year  com- 
Uned  course  he  gjaduated  from  both  the  West- 
em  Reserve  and  Case  Colleges  and  is  now  in 
the  employ  of  the  Van  Dom  Company,  of 
Qeveland;  and  Mary  Caroline,  now  in  high 
school.  # 

Custer  Snyder,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Lorain,  was  born  in  Scio,  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  January  26,  1872.  His  father,  Dr. 
Daniel  J.  Snyder,  was  born  in  Holmes  county, 
Ohio,  in  1 84 1,  son  of  John  Snyder,  a  native  of 
Lancaster  county.  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a 
descendant  in  direct  line  of  Simon  Snyder, 
one  of  the  earlier  governors  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  later  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Holmes 
county,  Ohii.  Daniel  J.  Snyder  married  Mary 
E.  Custer,  c'aughter  of  Dr.  William  W.  Custer, 
one  of  the  first  physicians  to  practice  in  Harri- 
son county,  Ohio,  and  first  cousin  of  General 
George  A.  Custer,  who  was  born  and  reared 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  birthplace  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Her  mother  was 
Frances  E.  Phelps,  a  relative  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster,-whose  parents  were  early  settlers  in  the 
Western  Reserve.  They  came  from  Massachu- 
petts  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  boat  to  Cleveland, 


and  located  at  Kent,  Portage  county,  among 
the  pioneers.  Daniel  J.  Snyder  and  his  wife 
were  married  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  shortly 
after  his  return  from  the  army,  and  located  at 
Scio,  where  he  practiced  medicine  until  the 
time  of  his  death  in  1904.  Dr.  Snyder  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  this  section,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  official  surgeon  for  the  Panhandle 
division  of  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany. He  was  the  author  of  numerous  ar- 
ticles on  surgery  and  medicine  and  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  leading  medical  societies. 
The  widow,  who  is  still  living,  divides  her 
time  between  the  old  home  at  Scio  and  -with 
her  son  in  Lorain. 

Custer  Snyder  was  reared  in  Scio  and  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  the  public  schools 
at  that  place.  He  entered  the  collegiate  de- 
partment of  Scio  College  at  the  age  of  fifteen, 
and  when  eighteen  accepted  a  position  in  the 
public  schools  of  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  taught  for  one  year.  His  father  having 
been  appointed  physician  in  charge  of  the 
female  department  of  the  State  Hospital  for 
the  Insane  at  Columbus  by  Governor  Camp- 
bell during  his  absence,  on  his  return  to  Ohio 
he  entered  the  sophomore  class  of  the  Ohio 
State  University,  which  he  attended  for  two 
years.  Returning  to  Scio  he  graduated  from 
the  college  there  the  following  year,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 

Having  again  received  the  oflFer  of  a  position 
in  the  schools  of  Illinois,  he  returned  there 
and  spent  the  following  two  years  teaching. 
On  his  return  he  entered  the  office  of  a  leading 
Cincinnati  law  firm  and  the  following  fall  en- 
tered the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  then  in 
charge  of  ex-Governor  Jacob  D.  Cox,  with 
whom  Mr.  Snyder  became  a  great  favorite  on 
account  of  his  high  class  standing  and  rela- 
tionship to  General  Custer,  whom  General  Cox 
had  known  and  admired  in  the  arm  v.  The 
following  summer  the  old  law  school  was  ab- 
sorbed by  the  L'niversity  of  Cincinnati,  and 
the  junior  class,  of  which  Mr.  Snyder  was 
president,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  new 
management  and  course  of  study,  withdrew, 
and  with  one  or  two  exceptions  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor.  He  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  this  university  in  1899,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  practice  of  law  in  Michigan 
and  Ohio  the  same  year.  On  his  return  to 
Harrison  county  he  was  appointjcd  receiver  of 
a  newspaper  at  Cadiz,  Ohio,  and  acted  as  man- 
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ager  and  editor  of  the  paper  until  it  was  sold 
several  months  later. 

In  the  fall  of  1900  Mr.  Snyder  located  in 
Lorain  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. He  has  built  up  a  good  clientele  and 
has  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom 
he  has  dealings.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  politics  of 
the  county  and  municipality,  having  served 
almost  continuouslv  as  secretary  of  the  Demo- 
cratic  Executive  Committee,  and  was  for  a 
number  of  years  secretary  of  the  County  Board 
of  Elections.  For  two  and  one-half  years  he 
held  the  position  of  city  auditor  of  Lorain, 
and  kt  the  present  time  is  city  solicitor  of  that 
city,  being  the  first  Democrat  to  be  elected  to 
that  oflSce.  Mr.  Snyder  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commerce  and  takes  an  active  part 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  city's  welfare. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias. 

In  1900  Mr.  Snyder  was  married  to  Beatrice 
B.  Heath,  daughter  of  Porter  Heath,  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Piatt  county,  Illinois,  where 
she  was  born.  Mrs.  Snyder  was  educated  in 
the  University  of  Illinois  and  is  a  prominent 
member  of  Lorain  Sorosis  and  is  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  civic  improvement  and  social 
settlement  movements  in  the  cltv.  They  have 
two  sons,  Custer  Heath  and  Daniel  Porter. 

Myron  T.  Herrick. — For  fifteen  years 
president  of  the  Society  for  Savings  of  Cleve- 
land, Colonel  Myron  T.  Herrick  has  enjoyed  a 
remarkable  financial  career  in  which  rapid  ad- 
vancement and  substantial  progress  have  been 
synonymous  terms.  The  dangers  of  early  ma- 
turity, which  have  been  so  often  pointed  out 
by, the  philosophers,  have  never  materialized  in 
his  case.  In  1886,  following  an  active  and 
bright  career  in  the  law,  he  organized  the 
Euclid  Avenue  National  Bank,  and  though 
then  only  in  his  thirty-second  year  evinced 
marked  ability  as  a  financier.  In  1894  he  was 
chosen  to  the  presidency  of  the  Society  for 
Savings,  then  the  largest  bank  in  the  West, 
and  at  the  time  of  assuming  the  heavy  re- 
sponsibilities of  that  trust  he  had  not  reached 
his  fortieth  year.  His  progress  since,  in 
finances,  property  development  and  public 
aflfairs,  has  marked  him  as  one  of  the  most 
versatile  and  progressive  citizens  of  Cleveland. 

Colonel  Herrick  was  born  in  Huntington, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  October  9,  1854,  both  of 
his  great-grandfathers  being  Revolutionary 
soldiers.     His   grandfather,   Timothy,    was   a 


pioneer  of  that  county,  coming  from  Water- 
town,  New  York,  where  Timothy  R.  (the 
father  of  Myron  T.)  was  born  in  1828.  In 
1837  the  elder  Timothy  settled  on  his  land 
claim  in  Lorain  county,  which  had  been 
granted  him  by  the  government  for  his  services 
in  the  war  of  18 12.  Myron  T.  was  reared  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  old  farm,  attending  the 
district  school  at  Huntington,  the  Union 
school  at  Wellington  and  colleges  at  Oberlin 
and  Delaware.  While  attending  college  in  his 
seventeenth  year  he  taught  school  for  a  time. 
He  did  not  graduate  from  either  institution, 
and  before  attaining  his  majority  spent  some 
time  in  traveling  through  Indian  territory, 
New  Mexico,  Colorado  and  Kansas.  The  re- 
sults of  his  inspection,  as  published  in  the 
eastern  press,  contained  much  practical  infor- 
mation of  value  to  those  seeking  homes  in  the 
Southwest. 

In  1875  Colonel  Herrick  located  at  Qeve- 
land  for  the  purpose  of  reading  law,  entering 
the  office  of  his  relatives,  G.  E.  and  J.  F. 
Herrick.  In  1878  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  although  he  at  once  entered  active 
practice  he  soon  became  interested  in  financial 
matters  and  in  June,  1886,  by  his  organization 
of  the  Euclid  Avenue  National  Bank,  he  em- 
barked in  his  career  as  a  banker.  In  the  fol- 
lowing September  he  was  chosen  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Society  for  Savings,  re- 
signing from  the  directorate  of  the  Euclid 
Avenue  institution  to  accept  the  position.  He 
discharged  its  duties  with  marked  satisfaction 
for  eight  years,  and  in  January,  1894,  upon  the 
death  of  Samuel  Mather,  the  president,  be- 
came the  head  of  the  society,  his  formal  elec- 
tion occurring  February  3  following.  At  that 
time  the  bank  had  50,000  depositors  and  $25,- 
000,000  in  deposits,  and  Colonel  Herrick's 
election  to  the  head  of  this  great  institution 
was  by  unanimous  vote  of  its  trustees.  A 
leading  city  paper  mentioned  this  as  "an  honor 
which  has  been  conferred  on  perhaps  not  to 
exceed  three  or  four  men  since  time  began,  or 
money  to  circulate,*'  and  that  the  ''significant 
feature  of  the  matter  is  that  nobody  is  sur- 
prised at  the  selection  made.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  seems  to  the  fifty  thousand  depositors 
and  the  public  to  be  the  natural  and  the  proper 
thing  to  be  done.'*  Colonel  Herrick  and  his 
associates  in  the  banking  business  also  erected 
the  Arcade  building,  extending  from  Euclid 
avenue  to  Superior  street  and  considered  one 
of  the  finest  structures  of  the  kind  in  the  coun- 
try, and  he  personally  became  part  owner  in 
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the  Cuyahoga,  one  of  the  largest  office  build- 
ings in  Cleveland.  He  is  also  interested  in 
several  manufactories  and  in  valuable  real 
estate. 

Colonel  Herrick's  prominence  as  a  Repub- 
lican and  a  citizen  of  public  affairs  commenced 
in  1885,  when  he  was  elected  city  councilman 
for  a  term  of  one  year.  In  1886  he  was 
elected  for  two  years  and  in  1888  was  selected 
as  a  delegate  from  the  Cleveland  district  to 
the  national  Republican  convention.  He  also 
seived  two  terms  on  the  state  executive  com- 
mittee, and  in  1889  ^^^  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Foraker  as  the  Ohio  commissioner  to  the 
Centennial  at  New  York,  commemorative  of 
the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  inaugu- 
ration of  George  Washington  as  president  of 
the  United  States.  In  1892  he  was  selected  as 
a  presidential  elector-at-large  for  Ohio,  and 
in  the  same  year  was  appointed  a  member  of 
Governor  McKinley's  staff,  with  the  rank  of 
colonel.  He  had  been  identified  with  the 
Cleveland  militia  for  fourteen  years,  so  that 
his  appointment  was  not  purely  a  mark  of  per- 
sonal friendship ;  he  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Cleveland  Grays  from  1876  to  1879  and  of 
the  First  Cleveland  Troop  from  the  latter  year 
to  1890.  In  March,  1894,  on  account  of 
pressing  business  duties  Colonel  Herrick  was 
obliged  to  resign  his  position  on  the  guberna- 
torial staff.  Colonel  Herrick  was  married  on 
June  30,  1880,  to  Miss  Caroline  M.  Parmely, 
of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Parmely  Webb  Herrick. 

John  Brodbeck. — A  man  of  mechanical  in- 
genuity and  ability,  John  Brodbeck  is  carrying 
on  a  substantial  business  as  a  builder  and  con- 
tractor in  Cleveland,  while  working  at  his 
trade  assisting  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city. 
A  son  of  Frederick  Brodbeck,  he  was  born, 
September  15,  1845.  in  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
coming  on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  thrifty 
German  ancestry.  His  Grandfather  Brodbeck 
was  a  large,  well  proportioned  man,  and  on 
account  of  his  fine  physique  was  made  one  of 
the  King's  Guards. 

Frederick  Brodbeck  was  born  in  Wurtem- 
burg,  Germany,  in  1799,  and  there  lived  until 
after  his  marriage  with  Christine  Annaman. 
In  1833,  or  the  following  year,  he  and  his  wife 
came  to  America,  settling  first  in  Canada, 
where  he  worked  a  while,  receiving  six  dollars 
a  month  wages.  Coming  from  there  to  Ohio, 
he  lived  fiirst  in  Cleveland,  then  moved  to 
Liverpool,   Medina  county,   locating  there  at 


least  seventy-five  years  ago.  When  he  settled 
in  Cleveland  it  was  a  small  hamlet,  with  but 
few  houses,  those  being  mostly  on  the  west 
side  of  the  present  city,  and  land  was  very 
cheap,  bringing  but  five  dollars  a  square.  He 
bought  fifty  acres  of  wild  land,  cleared  an 
opening,  and  in  the  log  cabin  which  was  the 
first  home  of  the  family,  his  son  John  was 
born.  He  had  a  hard  struggle  to  make  both 
ends  meet  during  his  earlier  residence  in  Liver- 
pool, both  he  and  his  wife  enduring  all  the 
hardships  and  privations  of  frontier  life.  In- 
deed, the  people  of  this  day  and  generation 
little  realize  what  they  owe  to  those  brave 
spirits  of  old,  who  first  uprooted  the  trees, 
ploughed  the  sod,  and  made  a  broad  track  for 
the  advance  of  civilization. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
county,  John  Brodbeck  was  well  trained  in  the 
many  branches  of  agriculture  while  young, 
and  for  a  short  time  was  employed  in  farming 
on  the  old  homestead.  Wishing,  however,  to 
turn  his  mechanical  talents  to  some  use,  he 
went  to  Cincinnati,  where,  for  about  seven 
months  he  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with 
his  brother-in-law.  He  afterwards  followed 
that  trade  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  until  the  panic 
of  1873,  when  he  we^t  to  Lake  county  to  as- 
sume possession  of  his  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acres,  which  was  located  about  three 
miles  from  Kirkland  Flats.  At  the  end  of 
seven  years  Mr.  Brodbeck  sold  his  farm,  re- 
turned to  Cleveland,  where  he  has  since  been 
prosperously  employed  as  a  coptractor  and 
builder. 

Mr.  Brodbeck  married  first,  in  May,  187 1,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  Amelia  Snyder,  who  at  her 
death,  August  20,  1885,  left  one  child,  Mabel 
Augusta,  born  March  11,  1872.  On  April  20, 
1892,  in  Cleveland,  this  daughter  married  Ed- 
ward Streich,  and  their  only  child,  Homer 
John  Streich,  was  born  January  7,  1894.  Mr. 
Brodbeck  married  second,  March  14,  1888,  in 
Cleveland,  Harriet  Hunkin,  who  was  born  at 
Chagrin  Falls,  January  2J,  1856,  a  daughter 
of  James  Hunkin.  Mr.  Hunkin  was  born  in 
Devonshire,  England,  in  1812,  and  .was  there 
married,  in  1839,  to  Thirza  Fowler.  In  1854 
he  and  his  wife  immigrated  to  America,  and  by 
way  of  Montreal  came  directly  to  Ohio,  lo- 
cating in  Cleveland,  where  they  lived  for 
eighteen  months,  from  there  going  to  Chagrin 
Falls,  where  they  settled  permanently.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brodbeck  have  one  child,  Horace 
John  Brodbeck,  whose  birth  occurred  Septem- 
ber 10,  1896. 
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Howard  Burroughs. — A  life-Ion^- 'resident 
of  Portage  county,  and  one  of  the  best  known 
and  most  highly  respected  agriculturists  of 
his  community,  Howard  Burroughs  was  born, 
December  13,  1830,  in  Shalersville  township, 
a  son  of  Simon  Burroughs,  a  pioneer  of  that 
place.  He  now  owns  and  occupies  a  well  ap- 
pointed farm  in  Streetsboro  township,  where 
he  is  passing  the  twilight  years  of  his  long 
and  useful  life  in  ease  and  comfort.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, married  a  Miss  Messer,  who  was  born 
in  the  same  state.  Patriotic  and  brave,  he 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  while  in  the  army  contracted  a  disease  that 
proved  fatal.  This  grandfather,  Joel  Bur- 
roughs, had  a  brother  Daniel,  who  came  to 
Portage  county  in  18 10,  took  up  a  tract  of 
wild  land  in  Shalersville  township,  and  from 
the  timber  reclaimed  a  homestead.  Daniel 
Burrougfhs  had  three  sons,  Greenwood,  A.  C. 
K.  and  Horace,  and  a  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
Coleman. 

Simon  Burroughs  made  his  way  on  foot 
from  Alstead,  New  Hampshire,  his  birthplace, 
to  Shalersville  township  in  18 16,  coming  by 
way  of  Buffalo,  which  had  a  short  time  before 
been  burned  by  the  British.  He  visited  first 
with  his  uncle,  Daniel  Burroughs,  for  a  short 
time,  and  soon  secured  title  to'  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  that  was  still  in  its  primitive  con- 
dition. He  cleared  ten  acres  of  it,  sowing  it  to 
wheat,  in  the  meantime  boarding  at  the  home 
of  Colonel  Mason,  and  paying  two  dollars  a 
week  for  his  board.  In  18 18  he  walked  back 
to  Vermont,  where  he  married  his  old  sweet- 
heart, Lucy  Green,  who  was  born  in  Wood- 
stock, Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Amasa  and 
(Dudley)  Oeen.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  and  his  bride,  accompanied  by  Joel 
Thompson  and  wife,  started  in  a  wagon  drawn 
by  two  yoke  of  oxen  for  their  home  in  Shalers- 
ville township,  Ohio,  arriving  at  their  point  of 
destination  after  a  tedious  journey  of  forty- 
five  days.  On  arriving  home  they  cut  the 
wagon  in  two,  making  two  two-wheeled  carts, 
one  of  which,  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  each  of  the 
men  took  as  his  own.  Simon  Burroughs  and 
wife  lived  on  their  original  purchase  for  seven- 
teen years,  and  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
Streetsboro  township,  where  they  bought  a 
tract  of  timbered  land,  from  which  they  im- 
proved the  homestead,  on  which  they  spent 
their  remaining  days,  liis  death  occurring  in 
1864  and  hers  in  1872.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters, 


and  of  these  three  children  are  now  living,  as 
follows:  Howard,  of  this  sketch;  Henry,  of 
Ravenna,  Ohio;  and  George,  of  Shalersville 
township. 

Spending  the  days  of  his  boyhood  on  the 
home  farm,  Howard  Burroughs  acquired  a 
practical  common  school  knowledge  of  books 
and  subsequently  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for 
awhile.  After  his  marriage  he  lived  for  a  few 
months  with  his  parents,  and  then,  in  October, 
1859,  assumed  possession  of  the  original  fifty 
acres  of  his  present  farm  in  Streetsboro  town- 
ship. Energetic,  enterprising  and  persever- 
ing, he  met  with  good  results  as  a  farmer,  and 
has  since  purchased  adjoining  land,  having 
now  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  well 
improved  and  judiciously  cultivated,  on  which 
ne  is  carrying  on  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing in  a  satisfactory  manner,  his  son  Fred 
having  the  responsibility  of  its  management. 

Mr.  Burroughs  married,  March  10,  1859, 
Sophronia  Bliss,  who  was  born  in  Charlestown 
township,  portage  county,  Ohio.  Her  father, 
Daniel  Bliss,  Jr.,  a  son  of  Daniel,  Sr.,  and 
Anna  (Spofford)  Bliss,  was  born  in  Connec- 
ticut, and  married  Matilda  Morris,  who  was 
born  in  New  York  state,  a  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah Morris.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burroughs,  namely:  Harry,  of 
Streetsboro  township;  Cora,  wife  of  Charles 
Straight,  also  of  Streetsboro  township;  Lura, 
who  married  Charles  Wise,  died  October  4, 
1906,  leaving  three  children:  Rilla,  wife  of 
Otis  Green,  of  Franklin  township;  and  Fred, 
living  on  the  home  farm.  In  politics  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs is  a  faithful  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  for  three  terms  rendered  excellent 
service  as  township  trustee. 

George  A.  Brakeman,  now  of  Anderson, 
Indiana,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  glass,  was  known  in  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  as  one  of  its  leading  architects  and 
builders.  His  business  and  profession  were 
there  conducted  with  great  success  for  many 
years,  and  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  he  stamped 
his  individuality  upon  the  community  as  ster- 
ling and  pure.  Mr.  Brakeman  is  a  native  of 
Leroy,  Lake  county,  born  on  the  31st  of  May, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Gerry  and  Mary  (Will- 
iams) Brakeman.  The  Brakemans  were 
among  the  early  pioneers  of  Leroy  township 
who  settled  on  the  Old  Girdled  road,  the  first 
public  thoroughfare  surveyed  on  the  Western 
Reserve   (1896).     For  many  years  they  were 
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among  the  best  known  people  of  that  locality 
and  the  large  family  farm  was  both  a  historical 
landmark  and  a  central  point  for  the  direction 
of  travelers. 

Gerry  Brakeman,  the  father  of  George  A., 
conducted  the  old  homestead  until  the  Civil  war 
period.  At  the  commencement  of  the  war  in 
May  or  June,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
D,  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the 
son  well  remembers  his  father's  enlistment  as 
the  first  time  George  ever  saw  railroad  cars 
was  when  they  took  the  soldiers  away  from 
Painesville.  Gerry  Brakeman  was  wounded 
May  4,  1863,  at  the  battle  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  lost  his  life  at  Marietta,  Georgia,  being 
shot  by  a  sharpshooter  while  chopping  down  a 
tree.  The  ball  cut  off  a  part  of  a  wooden 
penholder  and  the  corner  of  a  diary  book. 
Mr.  Brakeman  had  been  detailed  to  a  pioneer 
cove  building  and  pontoon  bridges.  He  used 
to  preach  to  the  soldiers  and  all  the  boys  called 
him  "Dad."  While  Mr.  Brakeman  was  in  the 
lirmy  his  wife  was  in  very  poor  health  and  her 
son  George  recalls  hoAv  she  used  to  gather  her 
four  children  around  a  kitchen  chair  and  the 
prayers  she  sent  up  with  tears  streaming  down 
her  cheeks  have  never  been  forgotten  by  her 
children,  though  at  the  time  too  young  to 
understand. 

In  t847  Gerry .  Brakeman  married  Miss 
Mary  Williams,  who  was  the  daughter  of 
Reman  Williams,  a  pioneer  miller,  to  whom  an 
over-toll  for  his  services  would  have  been  an 
abomination.  Mr.  Williams  was  also  a  well 
known  lay  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church, 
for  whose  rugged.  Christian  character  the  old 
settlers  had  great  admiration  and  affection. 

DAV^D  W.  Thomas. — Of  the  generations  of 
those  who  have  figured  conspicuously  in  con- 
nection with  the  development  of  the  city  of 
Akron  there  are  few  who  will  live  longer  and 
have  a  warmer  place  in  the  memory  of  its  peo- 
ple than  the  late  Colonel  David  W.  Thomas, 
who  died  at  his  home  in  this  city  on  the  31st 
of  January,  1905.  He  was  a  native  son  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  responded  to  the  inspiration 
of  his  environment^  and  became  one  of  its  rep- 
resentative business  men  and  influential  citi- 
zens. It  was  his  to  render  to  his  countrv  the 
loyal  service  of  a  gallant  soldier  and  officer  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life 
he  was  signally  true  to  the  high  principles 
which  dominated  his  individuality.  He  was 
not  forgotten  in  the  distribution  of  our  com- 
mon heritage  of  faults  and  foibles,  but  he  was 


kind,  thoughtful  of  others,  true  to  his  friends, 
loved  humanity,  and  did  well  his  part  in  a  long 
career  of  activity  and  usefulness. 

Colonel  Thomas  was  born  at  Miller sburg, 
Holmes  county,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  March, 
1 84 1,  and  was  a  son  of  George  H.  Thomas, 
who  continued  his  residence  in  Ohio  until  his 
death.  When  Colonel  Thomas  was  about  four 
years  of  age,  in  1845,  his  parents  removed  to 
Akron,  which  was  then  an  obscure  village,  and 
in  the  schools  of  this  place  he  received  his 
early  educational  training,  which  was  later 
broadened  into  symmetrical  proportions 
through  his  wide  reading,  self-discipline  and 
active  association  with  men  and  affairs.  At 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  the  village 
of  Tallmadge,  Summit  county,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  carriage-blacksmithing,  in 
the  shop  of  the  firm  of  Oviatt  &  Sperry.  He 
continued  in  the  work  of  his  trade  until  there 
came  the  call  of  higher  duty.  His  youthful 
patriotism  was  roused  to  responsive  protest 
when  the  rebel  guns  thundered  against  old 
Fort  Sumter,  and  he  was  among  those  who 
responded  to  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for 
volunteers.  In  April,  1861,  when  but  twenty 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted,  in  the  three  months' 
service,  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which 
he  proceeded  to  the  front  and  with  which  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Rich  Hill  and 
minor  engagements.  He  received  his  honor- 
able discharge  at  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
but  in  October,  1861,  only  a  few  months  later, 
he  re-enlisted  for  a  term  of  three  years.  At 
this  time  he  became  a  private  in  Company  H, 
Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
with  this  gallant  command  he  participated  in 
many  of  the  notable  engagements  that  marked 
the  progress  of  the  great  conflict  between  the 
North  and  the  South,  including,  the  battles  of 
Winchester,  Port  Republic,  Cedar  Mountain, 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  At  Chancel- 
lorsville he  was  slightly  wounded  by  a  frag- 
ment of  shell,  but  was  not  long  incapacitated 
for  active  duty.  After  the  battle  of  Giettys- 
burg  his  regiment  went  to  New  York  City  to 
assist  in  quelling  the  draft  riots,  and  from  the 
national  metropolis  it  returned  to  the  scene  of 
action  in  Tennessee,  where  it  took  part  in  the 
engagements  at  Wauhatchie  and  Lookout 
Mountain.  In  December,  1863,  with  the  other 
members  of  his  regiment.  Colonel  Thomas  re- 
enlisted  as  a  veteran,  and  the  command  was 
with  Sherman's  forces  in  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign and  the  ever  memorable  march  from  that 
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city  to  the  sea.  Promoted  through  the  regu- 
lar grades,  in  recognition  of  gallant  and  meri- 
torious service,  Colonel  Thomas  was  assigjied 
to  the  post  of  honor  as  captain  of  Company  A 
of  his  regiment,  a  preferment  which  came  to 
him  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  Georgia.  In  this 
office  he  continued  to  serve  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  as  such  he  was  mustered  out,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  226.  of  June,  1865. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  shortly 
afterward,  upon  returning  to  Ohio. 

After  the  close  of  his  signally  meritorious 
service  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier  of  the 
Union,  Colonel  Thomas  returned  to  Akron, 
where  he  was  thereafter  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  lumber  and  building  business  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1872.  He  then  allied 
himself  with  Charles  Miller,  R.  N.  Kratz  and 
others,  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise,  with 
which  he  continued  to  be  prominently  identi- 
fied until  his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Thomas  Lumber  &  Building  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  in  1887.  He  at- 
tained to  a  large  measure  of  success  in  his  busi- 
ness operations  and  contributed  materially  to 
the  industrial  and  civic  progress  of  the  city 
and  county  which  represented  his  home  dur- 
ing practically  his  entire  life.  Animated  by 
deep  public  spirit  and  placing  a  true  valuation 
upon  men  and  affairs,  he  was  a  citizen  whose 
influence  ever  counted  for  good,  and  the  ster- 
ling integrity  of  his  character  retained  to  him 
the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  unswerv- 
ing in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
and  did  great  service  in  its  cause,  though  never 
seeking  public  office.  He  was  a  most  zealous 
and  valued  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  his  unqualified  popularity  among 
his  old  comrades  in  arms  was  significantly 
shown  at  the  annual  encampment  of  the  Ohio 
department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  1880,  when  he  was  elected  department 
commander.  He  was  long  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  in 
which,  in  1876,  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment,  which  was  later  consolidated 
with  the  Eighth  Regiment. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1868,  Colonel 
Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Hale,  who  passed  to  the  life  eternal  on  the  4th 
of  January,  1880,  and  who  is  survived  by  four 
children — George  H.,  James  A.,  Frank  and 
Elizabeth.  On  the  i8th  of  December,  1884, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Colonel 
Thomas    to    Mrs.  Isabella   (Webster)   Gage, 


widow  of  Alden  Gage  and  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Charles  Webster,  who  was  the  founder  of 
the  Webster,  Camp  &  Lane  Machine  Com- 
pany, of  Akron,  and  long,  numbered  among  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  business  men 
and  honored  citizens  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Thomas 
survives  her  honored  husband  and  continues  to 
reside  in  Akron.  She  has  here  passed  the 
major  portion  of  her  life,  is  a  member  of  one 
of  the  old  and  distinguished  families  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  is  identified  with  the 
religious  and  social  activities  of  the  community 
in  which  her  interests  and  affections  are  cen- 
tered through  long  and  grateful  association. 
Colonel  Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  Army  and  Navy  Club,  and  was  active 
in  Masonry. 

Edward  C.  Hunt  was  born  in  Richwood, 
Union  county,  Ohio,  October  18,  1865,  and  in 
1878  he  became  a  resident  of  Cleveland  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  this  city.  He  married 
in  1886  and  he  has  three  children. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hunt  were  probably  of 
Irish  and  German  descent,  and  they  were  born 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  The  senior  Mr. 
Hunt  was  a  well  known  stock  grower  and 
dealer  there,  and  with  others  organized  and 
built  the  Cleveland  Union  Stock  Yards,  and 
was  interested  in  that  enterprise  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  prominent 
business  man  and  useful  citizen,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  the  year  of  1884. 

A.  H.  Babcock. — The  late  Hon.  Allison  H. 
Babcock  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Lorain,  his  home  for  over  thirty-five  years — 
years  of  close  identification  with  its  business 
and  public  interests,  years  largely  devoted  to 
the  public  good.  He  was  a  native  son  of 
Michigan,  born  at  Dundee,  that  state,  on  Sep- 
tember 15,  1843,  and  came  of  good  New  Eng- 
land stock.  His  parents,  the  late  Rev.  Daniel 
A.  and  Harriet  (Dubois)  Babcock,  were  both 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  but  moved 
from  there  to  Dundee,  Monroe  county,  Michi- 
gan, in  an  early  day,  becoming  pioneers  of  that 
section  of  the  state.  Daniel  A.  Babcock  was  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 

The  Hon.  Allison  H.  Babcock  was  reared  at 
Dundee  and  received  his  educational  training 
in  its  common  schools.  In  1861,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  volunteered  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Civil  war.  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
First  Regiment,  Engineers  and  Mechanics 
Corps,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


I34S 


he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Mill  Springs, 
Kentucky,  Champion  Hills  and  Stone  River, 
and  was  also  on  the  historic  "march  to  the 
sea"  with  General  Sherman.  Receiving:  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in 
1864,  Mr.  Babcock  returned  home  and  pursued 
a  business  course  in  Oberlin  College,  engaging 
then  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Michigan.  In 
1873  he  became  a  citizen  of  Lorain  and  one  of 
its  grocery  merchants,  continuing  in  that  voca- 
tion until  1889.  In  that  year  Mr.  Babcock 
was  elected  the  mayor  of  Lorain  and  in  1892, 
after  an  interim  of  a  few  years,  was  again 
elected  to  that  office.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  fraternal  organizations  of 
his  city  and  was  for  fifteen  years  the  state 
treasurer  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  previously 
had  served  for  several  years  as  the  local  finance 
keeper  of  the  order.  Mr.  Babcock  took  a  very 
keen  interest  in  Masonry  and  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  time  to 
Masonic  work.  He  was  high  priest  of  the 
local  lodge  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  the  time 
of  his  death  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order.  He  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Lorain  Children's  Home,  a  director  of 
the  Penfield  Avenue  Savings  Bank  and  was 
largely  interested  in  Lorain  real  estate. 

Mr.  Babcock  married,  in  1868,  Mary  S. 
Hill,  bom  in  Lorain  county  and  now  residing 
in  Lorain,  a  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Sarah 
Hill,  early  pioneers  of  Lorain  county,  near 
Oberlin.  The  three  children  born  of  this  union 
were:  Sadie  L.,  A.  H.  Babcock,  Jr.,  and 
Grace  E.  Babcock,  who  died  in  1 881,  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  Mr.  Babcock  passed  from  this 
life  on  the  12th  of  September,  1906,  his  widow, 
son  and  daughter  surviving  him.  In  memory 
he  still  lives,  and  the  good  he  has  done  will 
long  live  after  him. 

Allison  H.  Babcock,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Lorain, 
Ohio.  January  21,  1874,  and  after  a  public 
school  training  he  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1899,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and 
established  what  has  since  become  the  leading 
fire  insurance  and  real  estate  business  in  Lorain 
county.  He  began  this  vocation  by  represent- 
ing one  company,  but  he  now  represents  many 
of  the  best  companies  throughout  the  land  and 
carries  the  fire  insurance  of  the  majority  of  the 
largest  interests  in  the  city  of  Lorain.  In  1905 
the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  A.  H. 
Babcock  Company,  of  which  he  is  president 
and  manager,  and  since  that  time  it  has  ab- 
sorbed another  agency  and  its  stockholders 
are  found  among  the  influential  residents  of 


high  financial  standing  of  the  city  and  com- 
munity. Mr.  Babcock  is  a  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  board  of  the  Wood  Lum- 
ber Company  of  Lorain ;  a  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Penfield 
Savings  Bank  of  Lorain,  and  president  of  the 
Standard  Hardware  Company  of  Lorain.  He 
was  elected  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Lorain 
in  1902  and  has  since  been  re-elected  three 
times,  and  during  this  time,  when  the  Citizens 
Banking  Company  failed  with  $35,000  of  the 
city's  funds  on  deposit,  he  saved  the  amount 
for  the  city,  making  the  deficit  from  his  own 
pocket,  just  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office,  January  11,  1910.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Babcock  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  affiliat- 
ing with  Elyria  Commandery,  and  a  member 
of  Al  Koran  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Babcock  married  Minnie  S.  Mead,  born 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Amanda  Mead.  Their  three  children  are  Mil- 
dred D.,  Floyd  E.  and  Leota  Amanda  Babcock. 

Charles  Bentley. — Living  on  an  attractive 
and  pleasantly  located  farm  in  Streetsboro 
township  is  Charles  Bentley,  one  of  the  many 
enterprising  men  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Portage  county,  who  bring  to  their 
calling  good  business  methods  and  excellent 
judgment  and  are  meeting  with  well  merited 
success  as  tillers  of  the  soil.  A  son  of  the  late 
Charles  Bentley,  Sr.,  he  was  born,  April  18, 
1843,  i"  Winchester,  Connecticut,  coming  from 
substantial  colonial  stock. 

Charles  Bentley,  Sr.,  a  son  of  George  Bent- 
ley, was  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  Shortly  after 
his  marriage,  about  1833,  he  came  with  his 
bride  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  after  some 
consideration  bought  212  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land  in  Streetsboro  township.  He  was 
an  industrious  and  energetic  man  and  cleared 
and  put  under  cultivation  a  goodly  number  of 
acres  of  his  land,  on  which  he  raised  profit- 
able crops.  He  married,  in  1833,  Clarina 
Brunson,  who  was  born  in  Winchester,  Con- 
necticut, a  daughter  of  Salmon  P.  Brunson. 
In  the  fall  of  1842  he  and  his  wife  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  spent  a  year  in  their  native 
state.  Coming  back  then  to  their  home  in 
Streetsboro  in  1843,  both  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  their  lives  on  the  homestead,  Charles 
Bentley,  Sr.,  dying  in  1848  and  his  widow  in 
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city  to  the  sea.  Promoted  through  the  regu- 
lar grades,  in  recognition  of  gallant  and  meri- 
torious service,  Colonel  Thomas  was  assigned 
to  the  post  of  honor  as  captain  of  Company  A 
of  his  regiment,  a  preferment  which  came  to 
him  in  the  city  of  Savannah,  Georgia.  In  this 
office  he  continued  to  serve  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  as  such  he  was  mustered  out,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1865. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  shortly 
afterward,  upon  returning  to  Ohio. 

After  the  close  of  his  signally  meritorious 
service  as  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier  of  the 
Union,  Colonel  Thomas  returned  to  Akron, 
where  he  was  thereafter  associated  with  his 
father  in  the  lumber  and  building  business  until 
the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1872.  He  then  allied 
himself  with  Charles  Miller,  R.  N.  Kratz  and 
others,  in  the  same  line  of  enterprise,  with 
which  he  continued  to  be  prominently  identi- 
fied until  his  death,  at  which  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Thomas  Lumber  &  Building  Com- 
pany, which  was  organized  in  1887.  He  at- 
tained to  a  large  measure  of  success  in  his  busi- 
ness operations  and  contributed  materially  to 
the  industrial  and  civic  progress  of  the  city 
and  county  which  represented  his  home  dur- 
ing practically  his  entire  life.  Animated  by 
deep  public  spirit  and  placing  a  true  valuation 
upon  men  and  affairs,  he  was  a  citizen  whose 
influence  ever  counted  for  good,  and  the  ster- 
ling integrity  of  his  character  retained  to  him 
the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with 
whom  he  came  in  contact.  He  was  unswerv- 
ing in  his  alleg:iance  to  the  Republican  party 
and  did  great  service  in  its  cause,  though  never 
seeking  public  office.  He  was  a  most  zealous 
and  valued  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  his  unqualified  popularity  among 
his  old  comrades  in  arms  was  significantly 
shown  at  the  annual  encampment  of  the  Ohio 
department  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
in  1880,  when  he  was  elected  department 
commander.  He  was  long  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  in 
which,  in  1876,  he  was  elected  colonel  of  the 
Ninth  Regiment,  which  was  later  consolidated 
with  the  Eighth  Regiment. 

On  the  nth  of  September,  1868,  Colonel 
Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
Hale,  who  passed  to  the  lite  eternal  on  the  4th 
of  January,  1880,  and  who  is  survived  by  four 
children — George  H.,  James  A.,  Frank  and 
Elizabeth.  On  the  i8th  of  December,  1884, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Colonel 
Thomas    to    Mrs.  Isabella   (Webster)   Gage, 


widow  of  Alden  Gage  and  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Charles  Webster,  who  was  the  founder  of 
the  Webster,  Camp  &  Lane  Machine  Com- 
pany, of  Akron,  and  long  numbered  among  the 
most  prominent  and  influential  business  men 
and  honored  citizens  of  this  city.  Mrs.  Thomas 
survives  her  honored  husband  and  continues  to 
i^eside  in  Akron.  She  has  here  passed  the 
major  portion  of  her  life,  is  a  member  of  one 
of  the  old  and  distinguished  families  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  is  identified  with  the 
religious  and  social  activities  of  the  community 
in  which  her  interests  and  affections  are  cen- 
tered through  long  and  grateful  association. 
Colonel  Thomas  was  a  member  of  the  Loyal 
Legion,  Army  and  Navy  Club,  and  was  active 
in  Masonry. 

Edward  C.  Hunt  was  bom  in  Rich  wood. 
Union  county,  Ohio,  October  18,  1865,  and  in 
1878  he  became  a  resident  of  Cleveland  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  this  city.  He  married 
in  1886  and  he  has  three  children. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Hunt  were  probably  of 
Irish  and  German  descent,  and  they  were  born 
in  Delaware  county,  Ohio.  The  senior  Mr. 
Hunt  was  a  well  known  stock  grower  and 
dealer  there,  and  with  others  organized  and 
built  the  Cleveland  Union  Stock  Yards,  and 
was  interested  in  that  enterprise  durinj^  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  prominent 
business  man  and  useful  citizen,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  the  year  of  1884. 

A.  H.  Babcock. — The  late  Hon.  Allison  H. 
Babcock  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
Lorain,  his  home  for  over  thirty-five  years — 
years  of  close  identification  with  its  business 
and  public  interests,  years  largely  devoted  to 
the  public  good.  He  was  a  native  son  of 
Michigan,  born  at  Dundee,  that  state,  on  Sep- 
tember 15,  1843,  and  came  of  good  New  Eng- 
land stock.  His  parents,  the  late  Rev.  Daniel 
A.  and  Harriet  (Dubois)  Babcock,  were  both 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  but  moved 
from  there  to  Dundee,  Monroe  county,  Michi- 
gan, in  an  early  day,  becoming  pioneers  of  that 
section  of  the  state.  Daniel  A.  Babcock  was  a 
minister  of  the  Baptist  denomination. 

The  Hon.  Allison  H.  Babcock  was  reared  at 
Dundee  and  received  his  educational  training* 
in  its  common  schools.  In  1861,  when  but 
eighteen  years  of  age,  he  volunteered  for  serv- 
ice in  the  Civil  war.  enlisting  in  Company  F, 
First  Regiment,  Engineers  and  Mechanics 
Corps,  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  and 
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he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Mill  Springs, 
Kentucky,  Champion  Hills  and  Stone  River, 
and  was  also  on  the  historic  "march  to  the 
sea"  with  General  Sherman.  Receiving:  his 
honorable  discharge  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  in 
1864,  Mr.  Babcock  returned  home  and  pursued 
a  business  course  in  Oberlin  College,  engaging 
then  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Michigan.  In 
1873  ^^  became  a  citizen  of  Lorain  and  one  of 
its  grocery  merchants,  continuing  in  that  voca- 
tion until  1889.  I^  th^t  year  Mr.  Babcock 
was  elected  the  mayor  of  Lorain  and  in  1892, 
after  an  interim  of  a  few  years,  was  again 
elected  to  that  office.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  fraternal  organizations  of 
his  city  and  was  for  fifteen  years  the  state 
treasurer  of  the  K.  O.  T.  M.,  and  previously 
had  served  for  several  years  as  the  local  finance 
keeper  of  the  order.  Mr.  Babcock  took  a  very 
keen  interest  in  Masonry  and  in  the  latter  years 
of  his  life  devoted  a  great  deal  of  his  time  to 
Masonic  work.  He  was  high  priest  of  the 
local  lodge  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  the  time 
of  his  death  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  order.  He  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Lorain  Children's  Home,  a  director  of 
the  Penfield  Avenue  Savings  Bank  and  was 
largely  interested  in  Lorain  real  estate. 

Mr.  Babcock  married,  in  1868,  Mary  S. 
Hill,  bom  in  Lorain  county  and  now  residing 
in  Lorain,  a  daughter  of  Uriah  and  Sarah 
Hill,  early  pioneers  of  Lorain  county,  near 
Oberlin.  The  three  children  born  of  this  union 
were:  Sadie  L.,  A.  H.  Babcock,  Jr.,  and 
Grace  E.  Babcock,  who  died  in  1 881,  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  Mr.  Babcock  passed  from  this 
life  on  the  12th  of  September,  1906,  his  widow, 
son  and  daughter  surviving  him.  In  memory 
he  still  lives,  and  the  good  he  has  done  will 
long  live  after  him. 

Allison  H.  Babcock,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Lorain, 
Ohio,  January  21,  1874,  and  after  a  public 
school  training  he  on  the  21st  of  January, 
1899,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and 
established  what  has  since  become  the  leading 
fire  insurance  and  real  estate  business  in  Lorain 
county.  He  beg^n  this  vocation  by  represent- 
ing one  company,  but  he  now  represents  many 
of  the  best  companies  throughout  the  land  and 
carries  the  fire  insurance  of  the  majority  of  the 
largest  interests  in  the  city  of  Lorain.  In  1905 
the  business  was  incorporated  as  the  A.  H. 
Babcock  Company,  of  which  he  is  president 
and  manager,  and  since  that  time  it  has  ab- 
sorbed another  agency  and  its  stockholders 
are  found  among  the  influential  residents  of 


high  financial  standing  of  the  city  and  com- 
munity. Mr.  Babcock  is  a  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  executive  board  of  the  Wood  Lum- 
ber Company  of  Lorain ;  a  director  and  mem- 
ber of  the  finance  committee  of  the  Penfield 
Savings  Bank  of  Lorain,  and  president  of  the 
Standard  Hardware  Company  of  Lorain.  He 
was  elected  the  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Lorain 
in  1902  and  has  since  been  re-elected  three 
times,  and  during  this  time,  when  the  Citizens 
Banking  Company  failed  with  $35,000  of  the 
city's  funds  on  deposit,  he  saved  the  amount 
for  the  city,  making  the  deficit  from  his  own 
pocket,  just  before  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office,  January  11,  1910.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Babcock  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  affiliat- 
ing with  Elyria  Commandery,  and  a  member 
of  Al  Koran  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Woodmen  of  the  World.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Babcock  married  Minnie  S.  Mead,  born 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James  and 
Amanda  Mead.  Their  three  children  are  Mil- 
dred D.,  Floyd  E.  and  Leota  Amanda  Babcock. 

Charles  Bentley. — Living  on  an  attractive 
and  pleasantly  located  farm  in  Streetsboro 
township  is  Charles  Bentley,  one  of  the  many 
enterprising  men  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Portage  county,  who  bring  to  their 
calling  good  business  methods  and  excellent 
judgment  and  are  meeting  with  well  merited 
success  as  tillers  of  the  soil.  A  son  of  the  late 
Charles  Bentley,  Sr.,  he  was  born,  April  18, 
1843,  ^^  Winchester,  Connecticut,  coming  from 
substantial  colonial  stock. 

Charles  Bentley,  Sr.,  a  son  of  George  Bent- 
ley, was  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut,  and 
was  there  reared  and  educated.  Shortly  after 
his  marriage,  about  1833,  he  came  with  his 
bride  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  after  some 
consideration  bought  212  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land  in  Streetsboro  township.  He  was 
an  industrious  and  energetic  man  and  cleared 
and  put  under  cultivation  a  goodly  number  of 
acres  of  his  land,  on  which  he  raised  profit- 
able crops.  He  married,  in  1833,  Clarina 
Brunson,  who  was  born  in  Winchester,  Con- 
necticut, a  daughter  of  Salmon  P.  Brunson. 
In  the  fall  of  1842  he  and  his  wife  returned  to 
Connecticut  and  spent  a  year  in  their  native 
state.  Coming  back  then  to  their  home  in 
Streetsboro  in  1843,  ^^th  spent  the  remaining 
years  of  their  lives  on  the  homestead,  Charles 
Bentley,  Sr.,  dying  in  1848  and  his  widow  in 
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1887.  Three  children  blessed  their  union, 
namely :  Luette  P. ;  Charles,  of  this  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch;  and  Edwin  S.,  who  died  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  February,  1903.  Luette  P. 
Bentley  is  a  woman  of  culture,  and  refinement, 
widely  known  in  the  educational  circles  of  this 
section  of  the  Union.  She  was  graduated 
from  the  Lake  Erie  Seminary,  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  in  1865,  and  very  soon  after  receiving 
her  diploma  accepted  a  position  in  that  insti- 
tution as  a  teacher.  A  short  time  later  she 
was  promoted  to  the  position  of  assistant  prin- 
cipal and  when  the  institution  was  changed  to 
Lake  Erie  College  Miss  Bentley  was  made  the 
dean,  a  position  which  she  has  since  filled  most 
ably  and  satisfactorily. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  years,  from 
1887  until  1894,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  business  in  Denver,  Colorado, 
Charles  Bentley  has  lived  on  the  parental 
homestead,  which  is  now  owned  by  himself 
and  sister.  Like  her,  he  received  excellent 
educational  advantages,  after  leaving  the  dis- 
trict school  taking  a  course  of  study  at  Tal- 
madge  College,  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  after- 
wards taking  a  commercial  course  at  East- 
man's Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie,  New 
York.  He  is  a  systematic  farmer,  well  versed 
in  agriculture,  and  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  very  successfully.  For  some  years  he 
was  interested  in  dairying,  but  in  1902  sold 
his  dairy  and  now  confines  himself  to  the  rais- 
ing of  young  stock  for  market. 

Robert  Garrett. — For  many  years  the  late 
Robert  Garrett  was  an  honored  resident  of 
Leroy  township,  where  he  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  an 
upright,  honest  man  and  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  those  courageous  pioneers  who  settled 
in  the  county  in  the  days  of  its  infancy,  and 
assisted  in  redeeming  from  the  wilderness  a 
portion  of  this  beautiful  country.  He  was 
born,  September  24,  1803,  on  the  Lsle  of  Man, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood  and  learned  the 
shoeniaker's  trade.  Emigrating  to  America 
in  1827,  he  came  directly  to  Leroy  township, 
joining  his  brother  John,  who  had  settled  here 
a  few  years  earlier. 

Robert  Garrett  worked  at  his  trade  for  a 
time,  both  in  Tiffin  and  in  Painesville.  With 
the  money  that  he  saved  he  bought,  in  1838,  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Leroy  township,  cleared  a 
space  in  the  dense  forest,  and  built  a  part  of 
the  house  now  on  the  place.  Laboring  dili- 
gently, h«*  cleared  a  good  farm,  which  is  still 


included  in  the  present  Garrett  estate,  and  was 
here  profitably  employed  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
his  death,  July  13,  1886,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-three  years. 

Mr.  Garrett  was -twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  August  28,  1844,  Almira  Calkins, 
who  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio.  She  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  1866,  leaving  no  children. 
Mr.  Garrett  married  second,  in  1866,  Isabella 
(Davidson)  Eraser,  daughter  of  William  and 
Isabel  (Blackadder)  Davidson,  natives  of 
Rosslyn,  Scotland.  After  coming  with  his 
family  to  America,  Mr.  Davidson  was  engaged 
in  business  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  was  a 
powder  manufacturer.  Mrs.  Isabella  Garrett 
survived  her  husband,  dying  January  30,  1894. 
Two  children  were  bom  of  their  union, 
namely :  Helen ;  and  Belle,  who  died  in  child- 
hood. •  Helen,  born  on  the  home  farm,  May 
22,  1867,  married.  May  19,  1893,  Harvey  Delos 
Roath.  Mr.  Roath  was  bom,  January  13, 
1868,  in  Thompson,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  be- 
ing a  son  of  the  present  wife  of  Burr  P.  Scrib- 
ner,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  appears  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Mr.  Roath  carries  on  the  old 
Garrett  farm  with  excellent  results,  making  a 
special  feature  of  dairyings  keeping  on  an  av- 
erage ten  cows,  from  which  he  supplies  regular 
customers  with  a  superior  grade  of  butter. 
He  also  owns  a  farm  in  Madison  township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roath  have  four  children, 
namely:  Isabelle,  Esther,  Howard  and 
Hubert.  Politically  Mr.  Roath  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  has  served  as  township  trustee,  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Garrett  were  valued  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Garrett's  second  wife  had  two  children 
by  her  former  marriage  when  she  married 
Robert  Garrett,  namely:  Will  and  May 
Eraser.  Thev  remained  on  the  old  farm  and 
grew  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  loved  and 
respected  by  Mr.  Garrett  as  his  own  children. 
Will  Eraser  learned  the  machinist  trade  and 
now  resides  in  Cleveland  and  manufactures 
special  machinery.  He  married,  in  1886,  Mary 
P.  Spargo,  attorney  of  Cleveland.  May  Eraser 
learned  the  dressmaker's  trade  and  until  her 
death,  which  occurred  December  3.  1908,  she 
was  known  for  her  worth  and  sterling  good 
qualities  and  respected  and  loved  by  all  who 
knew  her. 

William  S.  McKinnon. — A  strong:  and 
noble  character  was  that  of  the  late  William 
Stranchon  McKinnon,  who  exerted  a  potent 
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influence  in  connection  with  industrial  and 
civic  affairs  in  the  city  of  Ashtabula  during 
the  course  of  a  long  and  successful  career.  He 
gained  success  through  his  individual  ability 
and  application  and  ever  stood  exemplar  of 
that  integrity  of  purpose  which  figures  as  the 
plumb  of  character.  He  was  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  Ashtabula,  being 
the  founder  and  head  of  the  McKinnon  Iron 
Works  Company,  whose  plant  is  located  at 
Ashtabula  Harbor,  and  was  prominent  in  other 
local  interests  of  distinctive  importance.  He 
rendered  loyal  and  able  service  in  positions  of 
high  public  trust  and  responsibility,  and  was 
incumbent  of  the  office  of  treasurer  of  the  state 
of  Ohio  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  his  home,  in  Ashtabula,  on  Tuesday 
morning,  November  17,  1908. 

William  S.  McKinnon  was  born  at  Owen 
Sound,  Province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the 
19th  of  December,  1852,  and  was  a  son  of 
Rev.  John  McKinnon,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  New  York  and  of  Scotch  parentage. 
Rev.  John  McKinnon  was  a  clergyman  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  a  man  of  marked  intel- 
lectual ability,  and  he  gave  his  service  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  during  practically  his  en- 
tire active  career.  His  labors  were  principally 
in  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  where  for  many 
years  he  held  a  pastoral  charge  at  Owen 
Sound,  Ontario.  In  his  native  place  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  received  his  early  educa- 
tional training,  and  he  had  also  the  advantages 
offered  in  a  home  of  distinctive  culture  and 
refinement.  Before  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty  years  Mr.  McKinnon  came  from  Can- 
ada to  Ohio  and  located  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. He  had  previously  served  a  thorough 
apprenticeship  at  the  machinist's  trade  in  his 
native  city,  and  his  ability  and  integrity  of 
purpose  soon  gained  for  him  recognition  and 
advancement.  He  had  not  long  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Cleveland  when  he  was  made  chief 
engineer  in  the  plant  of  the  Briton  Iron  &  Steel 
Company.  He  had  the  strong  sinews  of  ini- 
tiative and  determination,  and  the  force  of  his 
character  marked  him  as  ineligible  for  contin- 
ued obscurity.  After  leaving  the  service  of 
the  company  just  mentioned  he  held  a  responsi- 
ble position  with  the  Globe  Iron  Works  Com- 
pany, of  Cleveland,  with  which  he  continued  to 
be  identified  until  April,  1880,  when  he  took 
up  his  residence  in  Ashtabula  Harbor,  where, 
in  association  with  a  partner,  he  established 
the  McKinnon  Iron  Works.  Not  long  after- 
ward he  purchased  his  partner's  interest  in  the 


enterprise,  and  later  his  brother,  D.  J.  McKin- 
non, was  associated  with  him  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  industry  for  a  few  years.  In  1889 
he  assumed  the  full  ownership  of  the  business, 
which  he  built  up  to  large  and  substantial  pro- 
portions. This  industry  he  continued  to  con- 
duct individually  until  the  spring  of  1908,  when 
the  business  was  organized  as  a  stock  com- 
pany, being  then  incorporated  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  as  the  McKinnon  Iron  Works 
Company.  Of  this  company  Mr.  McKinnon 
held  the  dual  office  of  president  and  general 
manager  until  he  was  summoned  from  the 
scene  of  life's  mortal  endeavors.  He  was  also 
president  of  the  Ashtabula  Water  Works  Com- 
pany and  the  Marine  National  Bank,  of  Ashta- 
bula, besides  being  a  stockholder  and  director 
in  the  Ashtabula  Rapid  Transit  Company  and 
several  other  concerns  of  representative  order. 
He  was  a  business  man  of  marked  ability  and 
won  his  success  through  worthy  means. 

Never  a  seeker  of  public  office,  Mr.  McKin- 
non accepted  the  same  only  when  he  felt  that 
civic  duty  and  responsibility  obligated  him  to 
subordinate  his  own  wishes  and  interests  to 
the  public  good,  and  in  no  position  of  trust 
to  which  he  was  called  did  he  fail  to  accom- 
plish much  in  the  direction  noted.  His  polit- 
ical support  was  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  was  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to 
matters  of  public  polity.  He  was  for  several 
terms  a  valued  member  of  the  city  council  of 
Ashtabula  and  for  one  term  was  mayor  of  the 
city,  in  which  position  he  gave  a  most  admira- 
ble administration  of  the  municipal  govern- 
ment. He  was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  for  a  number  of  years.  He  repre- 
sented Ashtabula  county  in  the  state  legislature 
for  three  terms,  during  the  last  of  which  he 
served  as  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. In  1903  Mr.  McKinnon  was  elected 
state  treasurer.  He  handled  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  commonwealth  with  the  ability  and  dis- 
crimination of  a  thorough  business  man,  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  elected 
his  own  successor.  .  He  was  the  incumbent  of 
the  office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His  second 
term  would  have  expired  on  the  nth  of  Janu- 
ary, 1909. 

Mr.  McKinnon  was  a  devout  and  earnest 
member  of  the  Second  Congregational  church, 
in  the  various  departments  of  whose  work  he 
was  long  an  active  factor.  He  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  union  Sundav  school  for  a  num- 
ber  of  years — up  to  the  time  when  his  official 
duties   necessitated   his   absence   from  Ashta- 
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bula  Harbor.  He  was  affiliated  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  the  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks. 

His  funeral  was  held  on  the  Thursday  fol- 
lowing his  death,  and  was  attended  by  the  lead- 
ing officials  of  the  state  as  well  as  by  many 
other  representative  citizens  of  Ohio.  The  va- 
rious state  offices  were  closed  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  funeral,  as  were  also  the  business 
houses  of  Ashtabula,  and  other  marks  of  re- 
spect and  bereavement  were  in  evidence  on 
every  side. 

Of  him  the  Ashtabula  Beacon-Record  of  No- 
vember 17,  1908,  the  date  of  his  demise,  spoke 
as  follows:  "Socially,  morally  and  in  a  busi- 
ness way,  Mr.  McKinnon  was  known  by  his 
friends  as  all  that  constitutes  a  man.  The 
many  positions  of  importance  and  trust  that 
had  been  conferred  upon  him  attested  the  con- 
fidence which  the  public  placed  in  him.  In  his 
home  circle  he  was  a  devoted  and  indulgent 
husband  and  father." 

Dominated  by  the  highest  principles  was  the 
course  of  Mr.  McKinnon \s  life  in  all  its  rela- 
tions, and  his  benevolences  and  charities  were 
ever  unostentatious  and  admirably  placed.  He 
well  knew  the  springs  of  human  thought  and 
action  and  thus  was  ever  kindly  and  tolerant 
in  his  judgment  and  ever  ready  to  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  those  in  affliction  or  distress.  His 
name  was  a  svnonvm  for  character  and  worth. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1878,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  McKinnon  to  Miss  Jane  Oc- 
tavia  Porter,  of  Brampton,  Province  of  On- 
tario, Canada,  who  survives  him,  as  do  also 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely:  Herbert 
A.,  Harland  S.,  William  H.,  Leslie  T.  and 
Lorna  Isabelle.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to 
say,  in  view  of  what  has  preceded,  that  in  the 
sacred  precincts  of  his  home  the  true  nobility 
of  the  man  found  its  apotheosis.  To  those 
nearest  and  dearest  to  him  comes  not  alone  the 
deepest  sense  of  loss  and  bereavement,  but  also 
the  compensation  of  having  thus  touched  so 
loyal,  noble  and  generous  a  character.  Mrs. 
McKinnon  retains  her  residence  in  Ashtabula, 
in  whose  social  life  she  has  long  been  a  gra- 
cious figure. 

In  conclusion  of  this  brief  memoir  is  con- 
sistently given  reproduction  of  an  editorial 
appearing  in  an  Ashtabula  paper  at  the  time 
of 'the  death  of  Mr.  McKinnon: 

"The  death  of  Hon.  William  S.  McKinnon, 
which  it  was  earnestly  hoped  would  be  long  de- 
layed, has  brought  genuine  grief  to  multitudes. 
His  career  was  long  interwoven  with  the  his- 


tory of  Ashtabula,  and  in  more  recent  years 
with  that  of  the  state  of  Ohio.  His  activities 
were  diversified  and  largely  made  for  the  up- 
building and  strengthening  of  the  better  inter- 
ests of  the  city,  which  he  ever  had  at  heart. 
As  a  member  and  officer  of  the  legislature  and 
as  the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the  common- 
wealth, he  disclosed  exceptional  qualifications, 
and  future  historians  will  show,  what  those 
close  to  him  always  recognized,  that  his  record 
was  one  of  highest  honor.  It  was  his  misfor- 
tune to  be  holding  the  position  of  state  treas- 
urer at  the  time  when  certain  combinations, 
political  and  financial,  were  determined  on 
gaining  control  of  the  public  monies,  and  the 
managers  of  which,  in  their  scheming,  were 
ready  to  resort  to  any  means,  however  despica- 
ble, to  accomplish  their  purpose.  Fake  investi- 
gations, distorted  facts,  false  representations, 
were  sensationally  employed  to  poison  and 
prejudice  the  minds  of  the  voters  to  effect  the 
choice  of  the  combination's  candidate  as  his 
successor.  Naturally  it  was  a  hard  and  cruel 
blow  to  Mr.  McKinnon,  owing  to  his  serious 
physical  complications  and  to  his  sensitiveness 
to  anything  that  might  reflect  upon  his  ability 
or  uprightness,  and  all  the  more  so  when  he 
had  the  consciousness  that  no  wrong  had  been 
done  and  no  loss  had  been  incurred  for  the 
state.  Not  a  few  are  disposed  to  attribute  the 
hastening  of  Mr.  McKinnon's  demise  to  these 
sinister  influences. 

"The  story  of  the  life  of  William  S.  McKin- 
non is  similar  to  that  of  manv  who  have  at- 
tained  eminence  in  the  United  States.  It  is 
a  record  of  the  climbing  of  the  ladder  by  genu- 
ine worth,  ability,  purpose,  efficiency,  deter- 
mination and  persistency.  Let  high  tribute  be 
paid  to  his  memory. '* 

AzARiAH  S.  Root. — The  able  and  popular 
librarian  of  Oberlin  College,  one  of  the  old 
and  admirable  educational  institutions  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  located  at  Oberlin,  Lorain 
county,  is  also  for  the  present  year  chairman 
of  the  executive  committee  of  the  college  and 
is  prominently  identified  with  its  administra- 
tive affairs,  the  while  he  holds  a  secure  place  in 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  the  student  body. 

Azariah  Smith  Root,  A.  M.,  was  born  in 
Middlefield,  Hampshire  county,  Massachu- 
setts, on  February  3,  1862,  and  is  a  scion  of  old 
and  honored  families  of  New  England,  where 
was  cradled  so  much  of  our  national  history. 
He  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Thomas  Root, 
who   settled   at    Farmington,    Connecticut,   in 
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16^8,  and  is  also  a  lineal  descendant  from  John 
Howland,  who  came  to  America  on  the  first 
voyage  of  the  "Mayflower,"  and  from  Michael 
Metcalf,  who  came  to  the  New  World  from 
England  in  1636.  Three  of  his  great-grand- 
fathers were  arrayed  as  patriot  soldiers  in  the 
Continental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
and  his  paternal  grandfather,  Captain  Solomon 
Root,  served  as  captain  of  a  company  in  the 
war  of  1812. 

Solomon  F.  Root,  the  father  of  Professor 
Root,  was  likewise  a  native  of  Middlefield, 
Massachusetts,  and  he  now  resides  in  the  city 
of  Boston,  venerable  in  years  but  well  pre- 
served in  both  mental  and  physical  faculties. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Anna 
Smith,  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Smith,  of 
Middlefield,  Massachusetts,  and  a  direct  de- 
scendant of  Matthew  Smith,  who  settled  in 
East  Haddam,  Connecticut,  in  1638. 

Professor  Root,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  received  his  earlier  educational 
discipline  in  the  schools  of  Middlefield,  Hins- 
dale and  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  in  1878, 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Ohio 
and  was  matriculated  in  Oberlih  College,  in 
which  he  completed  the  classical  course  and 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1884,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
In  1884-5  h^  studied  law  in  the  law  depart- 
ment of  Boston  University  and  in  1886-87  in 
the  law  school  of  Harvard  University.  In  1887 
he  was  appointed  librarian  of  his  alma  mater, 
Oberlin  College,  and  in  1890  he  was  made  in- 
cumbent of  the  chair  of  bibliogxaphy  in  this 
institution.  In  1893  ^^  became  a  member  of 
the  prudential  committee  of  the  college,  and 
of  this  for  the  current  year  he  is  chairman.  In 
1898-9  Professor  Root  passed  fourteen  months 
in  foreign  travel,  and  within  this  period  he  did 
post-graduate  work  in  historic  old  Goettengen 
University,  in  Germany.  In  1887  he  received 
from  Oberlin  College  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts.  He  is,  in  1909,  president  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America;  is  a  member 
and  a  former  president  of  the  Ohio  Library 
Association ;  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Amer- 
ican Library  Association,  in  which  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
library  training  since  1905 ;  is  a  member  of 
the  Guttenburg  Gesselschaft,  of  Mainz,  Ger- 
many, whose  American  list  of  members  does 
not  exceed  twenty  persons ;  is  president  of  the 
Oberlin  Alumni  Magazine  Association ;  is 
president    of    the    Cleveland    Congregational 


Club ;  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  First  Congregational  church  of  Oberlin. 
Professor  Root  has  also  served  as  president  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Oberlin  since  1904, 
as  a  member  of  the  local  board  of  health  since 
1900,  and  is  a  director  of  the  Oberlin  Kinder- 
garten Training  School.  Further  relation- 
ships indicating  his  vital  interest  in  all  phases 
of  local  activity  are  those  implied  in  his  being 
a  director  of  the  Oberlin  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation and  also  of  the  Oberlin  Telephone  Com- 
pany. He  is  a  man  not  only  of  high  intellec- 
tual attainments  but  also  of  marked  executive 
and  administrative  ability,  and  as  a  citizen  of 
the  beautiful  little  college  city  he  has  impreg- 
nable fortification  in  popular  confidence  and 
esteem.  He  has  done  much  to  further  the  ad- 
vancement and  general  welfare  of  his  alma 
mater  and  is  one  of  the  valued  members  of  its 
faculty  and  its  executive  committee.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  an  Independent  and  takes  a  loyal  in- 
terest in  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  hour. 
On  April  30,  1887,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Professor  Root  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Met- 
calf, of  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  they 
have  two  children, — Francis  M.,  born  Septem- 
ber 24,  1889;  and  Marion  M.,  born  January 
2,  189(5. 

Arthur  Stanton. — Having  by  years  of 
training  acquired  a  wide  knowledge  of,  and  an 
abiding  faith  in  agriculture,  many  of  the  most 
progressive  citizens  of  Portage  county  have 
chosen  for  their  life  work  the  occupation  so 
largely  followed  by  the  early  pioneers  of  Ohio. 
Among  the  number  thus  successfully  employed 
is  Arthur  Stanton,  a  well-known  and  prosper- 
ous farmer  of  Streetsboro  township.  He  was 
born,  March  15,  1853,  in  Solon,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  and  received  his  early  education 
in  the  common  schools.  His  parents,  Merrill 
and  Amelia  (Avery)  Stanton,  reared  three 
children,  namely:  Herbert  M.,  of  Streetsboro 
township;  Emma,  wife  of  Chaney  Tavlor,  of 
Aurora  township;  and  Arthur,  of  this  brief 
biographical  sketch.  Neither  of  the  parents 
are  living,  the  death  of  the  father  having  oc- 
curred in  1 88 1,  and  that  of  the  mother  in  1894. 

For  a  number  of  years  previous  to  the  death 
of  his  father,  Arthur  Stanton  had  assisted  in 
the  care  of  the  old  homestead  in  Streetsboro 
township,  obtaining  in  the  meantime  valuable 
experience  in  agricultural  operations.  Subse- 
quently purchasing  the  interest  of  the  other 
heirs  in  the  parental  acres,  he  has  since  resided 
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here,  a  prosperous  and  contented  farmer.  His 
farm  contains  eighty  acres  of  well  improved 
land,  to  the  care  of  which  he  is  skilfully  de- 
voting his  energies,  carrying  on  general  farm- 
ing and  dairying  in  such  a  manner  as  to  secure 
the  best  returns.  He  has  also  another  source 
of  income  from  his  farm,  having  600  maple 
trees  on  his  place,  from  these  making  each 
season  large  quantities  of  syrup  and  sugar, 
both  of  which  bring  the  highest  market  price. 
Mr.  Stanton  married,  September  19,  1883, 
Emily  Delight  Kent,  who  was  born  in  Aurora 
township.  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of  Zeno 
and  Almira  (Gould)  Kent,  natives,  also,  of 
this  county.  Mrs.  Stanton  died  August  9, 
1904,  and  her  body  was  laid  to  rest  in  Ever- 
green cemetery,  Streetsboro.  She  'was  the 
mother  of  two  children,  namely:  Guy  K.,  a 
teacher  in  Bethany  College,  Bethany,  West 
Virginia;  and  Claude  A.,  living  at  home  with 
his  father.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Stanton  is  a  straightforward  Democrat,  and 
although  never  an  aspirant  for  official  honors 
has  served  three  years  as  township  trustee. 

Charles  Babcock,  of  Cleveland,  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  widely  known  firm  of  wholesale 
grocers,  Babcock,  Hurd  &  Co.,  of  which  his 
father  was  one  of  the  founders  in  1853.  He 
is  also  a  director  of  the  National  City  Bank; 
a  member  of  the  advisory  board  of  the  Guar- 
dian Savings  and  Trust  Company,  and  largely 
concerned  in  the  financing  and  "management  of 
several  manufacturing  companies  in  Cleve- 
land, as  well  as  in  street  railways,  timberlands 
and  city  real  estate.  Mr.  Babcock  is  further 
interested  in  the  promotion  and  building  of 
the  Kansas  City,  Mexico  and  Orient  railway, 
being  a  business  man  and  a  capitalist  whose 
strong  influence  is  felt  in  numerous  activities 
and  over  a  widely  extended  territory. 

A  native  of  Aurora,  Ohio,  Charles  Babcock 
was  born  on  January  28,  1853,  and  is  of  a 
family  the  American  branch  of  which  was 
founded  by  James  Babcock  in  1642,  according 
to  the  Babcock  Genealogy  as  written  and  com- 
piled by  Stephen  Babcock,  M.  A.,  of  New 
York  City,  instructor  in  New  York  School  for 
the  Blind.  This  original  emigrant  came  from 
Essex  county,  England,  and  about  the  year 
mentioned  located  at  Portsmouth,  Rhode 
Island.  He  was  a  citizen  of  stanch  character 
who  served  his  community  in  many  ways.  He 
was  married  twice,  but  only  the  Christian 
names  of  his  wives  are  known,  the  first  being 


Sarah  and  the  second  Elizabeth.  The  genea- 
logical line  descending  from  him  is  as  follows : 
John,  who  was  born  in  1644,  and  died  in  1685, 
married  Mary  Lawton;  George,  born  in  1673, 
died  in  1756,  wife  of  Elizabeth  Hall;  David, 
born  in  1700,  died  1783,  married  Dorcas 
Brown;  Jonathan,  born  in  1735,  was  married 
to  Susanna  Perry;  Perry  H.,  I,  born  in  1766, 
died  in  1833,  married  Cynthia  Hiscox.  His 
son  Almon,  the  grandfather  of  Charles  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  1788  and  died  in  1850,  hav- 
ing married  Miss  Mary  Collins. 

Perry  H.  Babcock,  II,  the  father,  was  bom 
at  Ravenna,  Ohio,  January  23,  1816,  and  re- 
ceived a  common  school  education.  In  1853, 
with  Hopson  Hurd,  Jr.,  he  founded  the  whole- 
sale firm  of  Babcock,  Hurd  &  Co.  Later,  were 
admitted,  George  H.  Babcock,  son  of  Perry 
H. ;  C.  A.  Woodward,  Charles  of  this  sketch, 
H.  A.  Bishop,  McClelland  Hurd,  nephew  of 
Hopson  Hurd,  Jr. ;  Harry  C.  Hurd,  son  of  the 
latter,  and  John  F.  Collins.  The  present  ex- 
tensive business  is  still  conducted  under  the 
old  style,  Babcock,  Hurd  &  Co.,  the  firm  being 
composed  of  Charles  Babcock,  McClellan 
Hurd,  Harry  C.  Hurd  and  John .  F.  Collins. 
The  founder  of  the  house.  Perry  H.  Babcock, 
was  a  man  of  great  executive  and  business 
abilities  and  of  high  moral  standing.  For  a 
number  of  years  he  was  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  National  City  Bank  of  Cleve- 
land and  was  interested  in  other  large  enter- 
prises ;  was  trustee  of  the  Lake  View  Cemetery 
Association,  member  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Historical  Society,  and  a  citizen  of  breadth  as 
well  as  of  sterling  moral  worth.  His  death 
occurred  in  Cleveland  April  15,  1897. 

Charles  Babcock  was  married  at  Bridgeport, 
Ohio,  in  January,  1875,  to  Miss  Kate  Hol- 
loway,  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Martha  A. 
(Pryor)  Holloway.  William  Holloway  w^as  a 
wholesale  merchant  of  Bridgeport,  Ohio,  presi- 
dent and  director  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
that  city  and  of  the  Aetna  Iron  and  Steel  Com- 
pany of  Bridgeport,  vice-president  and  director 
of  the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  railway,  director 
of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling  railway, 
and  interested  in  other  important  enterprises. 
His  religious  faith  was  that  of  the  Society  of 
Friends. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children  all  born  in  Cleveland:  Vir- 
ginia Marie,  born  January  2,  1876,  who,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1908,  married  Niles  B.  Hasbrouck,  a 
broker  and  banker  of  Cleveland;  Lyda  (Lila) 
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Pryor,  born  November  2^,  1877,  who  was 
united  in  marriage  on  December  14,  1898,  to 
Edwin  H.  Janes,  a  well  known  manufacturer; 
Pery  Holloway,  Jr.,  born  September  7,  1879, 
died  March  15,  1883;  and  Georgie  Kate,  born 
July  17,  1885,  whose  marriage  June  17,  1908, 
in  Cleveland,  made  her  the  wife  of  Joseph  W. 
Sutphen,  a  lawyer  of  her  native  city.  All  of 
Mr.  Babcock's  daughters  were  educated  in  the 
Young  Ladies'  Seminary.  For  a  number  of 
years  Mr.  P>abcock  has  been  a  trustee  of  the 
Euclid  Avenue  Christian  (Disciples)  church, 
being  an  active  worker  and  a  generous  con- 
tributor in  the  support  of  that  denomination. 
In  relation  to  national  politics,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  in  matters  of  local  nature  he  ap- 
plies his  individual  judgment  irrespective  of 
party  affiliations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio 
Society  of  New  York,  charter  member  of  the 
Colonial  Club  of  Cleveland,  member  of  the 
Union,  Euclid  and  Country  clubs,  and  Winions 
Point  Shooting  Club,  also  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Society  of  Cleveland  and  the  Western 
Reserve. 

George  H.  Babcock,  brother  of  Charles  Bab- 
cock  and  son  of  Perry  H.,  and  ?^Iarie  (Hurd) 
Babcock,  was  born  September  17,  1844,  he  was 
a  man  of  high  standing  and  business  ability, 
and  a  member  of  the  firm  which  his  father 
founded.  He  never  married.  His  death  oc- 
curred November   15,   1883. 

Rev.  Charles  Reiciilix. — One  of  the  able 
and  honored  representatives  of  the  priesthood 
of  the  great  mother  church  in  the  Western 
Reserve  is  Father  Charles  Rcichlin,  w^ho  is  in 
pastoral  charge  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church 
in  the  city  of  Lorain.  In  this  field  he  has 
labored  with  beneficence,  zeal  and  popular  ap- 
preciation of  this  service,  and  his  gracious  per- 
sonality has  gained  him  a  secure  place  in  the 
regard  of  the  community  and  in  the  aflfection 
of  the  members  of  his   immediate  parochial 

charge. 

Father  Reichlin  claims  as  the  pliace  of  his 
nativity  the  fair  little  republic  of  Switzerland,^ 
having  been  born  in  the  canton  of  Schwyz,  on 
December  to,  1863,  and  having  received  his 
earlv  education  in  various  church  and  national 
schools  in  his  native  land.  As  a  youth  he  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  immediately  after 
his  arrival  in  1882  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  within  the  same 
vear  he  entered  the  Catholic  seminary,  in 
which  he  completed  the  prescribed  course  and 


was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1886.  In  December  of  that  year  he  was  or- 
dained to  the  priesthood  by  Bishop  R.  Gil- 
mour,  of  the  diocese  of  Cleveland,  and  his  first 
pastoral  charge  was  that  of  St.  Michael's 
church,  on  Kelley's  Island  in  Upper  Lake 
Erie,  where  he  remained  nine  years  and  gave 
most  efficient  service. 

In  1896  Father  Reichlin  came  to  Lorain, 
Ohio,  and  organized  St.  Joseph's  parish,  the 
second  Catholic  congregation  established  in  the 
city.  The  first  church  services  were  held  in 
St.  Joseph's  hospital,  and  the  church  building 
was  completed  and  dedicated  in  1897.  This  is 
a  handsome  brick  edifice  of  pleasing  and  im- 
pressive ecclesiastic  architecture.  Under  the 
same  roof  provision  is  made  for  the  parochial 
school.  When  the  church  was  organized  about 
seventy  families  were  represented  in  the 
parish,  and  its  spiritual  and  temporal  growth 
has  been  most  gratifying,  under  the  able  and 
faithful  care  and  direction  of  Father  Reichlin. 
Two  hundred  families  are  now  represented  in 
the  communicant  list  of  the  church,  composed 
almost  exclusively  of  Americans  of  German 
descent.  The  German  and  English  languages 
arc  therefore  ordinarily  used  in  the  church 
services,  whilst  Father  Reichlin,  on  account  of 
his  knowledge  of  French  and  Italian,  also  ad- 
ministers to  the  spiritual  wants  of  these  peo- 
ple. The  parish  school,  in  charge  of  the  Sis- 
ters of  St.  Francis,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  now  has  an 
average  enrolhiient  of  more  than  200  pupils. 
The  curriculum  embraces,  besides  German,  the 
branches  ordinarily  taught  in  primary  and 
grammar  schools,  and  the  institution  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition.  In  the  autumn  of  1908 
w-as  completed  the  fine  brick  parsonage  of  St. 
Joseph's  church,  and  the  affairs  of  the  parish 
are  in  all  respects  in  a  most  satisfactory  con- 
dition. Father  Reichlin  has  had  the  earnest 
and  devoted  co-operation  of  his  people  in 
every  detail  of  Ms  work,  and  the  upbuilding  of 
the  church  in  Lorain  is  therefore  a  cause  of 
nuitual  satisfaction  and  pride. 

Er.p.ERT  L.  Lampsox.  of  Jefferson,  Ohio,  at 
present  reading  clerk  in  the  national  house  of 
re])resentatives,  has  held  that  posititni  continu- 
(jusly  since  December  15.  1895,  a  longer  period 
than  the  office  was  ever  held  by  any  of  his 
predecessors.  He  was  reader  in  the  Repub- 
lican national  conventions  which  met  at  IMiila- 
(lel|)liia  in  Kpo  and  at  Chicago  in   1904. 

Elbert  L.  Lanipson  was  born  July  30,  1852, 
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at  Windsor,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  upon  the 
same  farm  where  his  father,  Chester  Lamp- 
son,  was  born,  and  upon  which  farm  his  grand- 
father, Ebenezer  Lampson,  who  served  in  the 
Revokitionary  war,  settled  in  1809,  having 
moved  to  Ohio  in  that  year  from  Connecticut. 
His  mother  was  Emerette  A.  Griswold,  who 
was  born  at  New  Ipswich,  New  Hampshire. 
He  was  the  oldest  of  seven  children  and  at- 
tended and  taught  district  school,  and  in  1875 
graduated  from  Grand  River  Institute.  In 
1878  he  graduated  from  the  Law  Department 
of  Michigan  University.  He  was  admitted  to 
practice  law  at  Chardon,  Ohio,  and  opened  a 
law  office  in  Jefferson,  Ohio,  where  he  had 
located  in  1876. 

He  was  married  August  5,  1875,  ^^  Mary  L. 
Hurlburt.  of  Hartsgrove,  Ohio.  They  have 
four  children  and  two  grandchildren,  E.  C. 
Lampson,  Lillian  D.  Anthony,  L.  \'.  Lamp- 
son,  Clara  May  Lampson,  E.  Carolynn  Lamp- 
son,  and  Elbert  W.  Lampson  respectively. 

Our  subject  served  as  county  school  exam- 
iner from  1877  to  1885.  I"  ^lay,  1883,  he 
purchased  the  Jefferson  Gazette,  now  owned 
and  published  by  his  son  and  brother,  respec- 
tively E.  C.  and  R.  D.  Lampson,  owners  and 
publishers  of  the  Ashtabula  Sentinel,  until  re- 
cently published  by  J.  A.  Howells  and  Com- 
pany. 

Elbert  L.  Lampson  was  a  delegate  to  the 
national   Republican  convention  in   1884.     In 

1885  he  was  elected  a  representative  in  the 
general  assembly.  He  was  re-elected  in  1887 
and  chosen  speaker  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives. In  1888  he  was  permanent  chairman 
of  the  Republican  state  convention.  In  1889 
he  was  elected  lieutenant  governor  of  Ohio 
and  after  a  service  of  eighteen  days  was  un- 
seated by  a  Democratic  senate.  While  lieu- 
tenant governor  he  presided  over  the  joint 
asscmblv  of  the  two  houses  and  declared  the 
election  of  Calvin  Brice  to  the  United  States 
senate.  In  1891  he  was  nominated  over  James 
R.  Garfield  for  the  state  senate,  in  which  body 
he  served  as  president  pro  tem,  for  two  years. 
As  a  member  of  the  assembly,  he  voted  for 
John   Sherman   for  United   States   senator  in 

1 886  and  in  1892.  In  1895  he  was  appointed 
to  his  present  position,  that  of  reading  clerk  in 
the  national  house  of  representatives.  Under 
the  auspices  of  the  Republican  national  com- 
mittee he  has  taken  part  in  five  national  cam- 
paigns and  spoken  many  times  in  a  dozen 
different  states.     In  1898  he  was  unanimously 


supported  for  over  forty  ballots,  by  his  county 
in  convention,  for  the  Republican  nomination 
for  Congress  to  succeed  Hon.  S.  A.  Northway. 
On  the  forty-seventh  ballot  Mr.  Lampson's 
support  went  to  Senator  Charles  Dick,  who 
was  nominated.  Mr.  Lampson  was  again  a 
candidate  in  1904  and  was  unanimously  sup- 
ported by  his  county.  He  led  in  the  conven- 
tion for  eighteen  ballots,  when  he  was  defeated 
by  W.  Aubrey  Thomas. 

He  is  a  member  of  Cache  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  and  of  Almas  Temple  of 
Shriners  and  of  other  fraternal  societies.  His 
wife,  Mary  L.  Lampson,  is  a  Past  Matron  of 
Sunshine  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.,  and  is  Grand 
Electa  in  the  Grand  Chapter  of  that  order. 
They  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  reside  in  their  home  on  North 
Chestnut  street  in  Jefferson,  Ohio,  and  in 
Washington,  D.  C,  when  Congress  is  in  ses- 
sion. 

Edward  Chester  Lampsox. — Although 
still  a  young  man,  Edward  C.  Lampson,  of 
Jefferson,  has  already  earned  a  substantial 
reputation  as  a  newspaper  editor  and  a  bond 
broker,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in 
forwarding  the  public  improvements  of  the 
village  and  Ashtabula  county.  Born  at  Harts- 
grove,  Ohio,  October  3,  1876,  he  is  descended 
from  a  family  whose  first  American  represen- 
tatives are  believed  to  have  settled  in  New 
Jersey  about  1630.  Ebeneezer  Lampson,  his 
great-grandfather,  was  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dier, who  removed  from  his  native  Connecti- 
cut and  settled  at  Windsor,  Ohio.  His  mater- 
nal great-grandfather  (a  Griswold)  was  a 
participant  in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and 
in  one  of  his  engagements  captured  a  sword 
made  by  the  world-famed  fabricator  of  metals. 
Adreah  Farara,  who  flourished  in  Madrid, 
Spain,  from  1530  to  1560.  This  famous  make 
has  been  celebrated  in  the  song,  *'The  Sword 
of  Farara,"  and  this  particular  specimen, 
which  is  still  in  possession  of  the  Lampson 
family,  is  probably  the  only  genuine  Adreah 
Farara  sword  in  America. 

Hon.  Elbert  Leroy  Lampson.  the  father  of 
Edward  C,  who  has  been  reader  of  the  na- 
tional house  of  representatives  for  nearly  four- 
teen years,  was  for  years  one  of  the  most 
prominent  Republicans  in  Ohio.  After  serv- 
ing two  terms  as  a  representative  in  the  legis- 
lature from  Ashtabula  county,  he  was  nomi- 
nated by  acclamation   for  a  third  term,  but 
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resigned  in  order  to  become  a  candidate  for 
lieutenant  governor.  He  was  elected  by  a 
plurality  of  twenty-three  votes,  served  seven- 
teen days  and  was  unseated  by  a  Democratic 
jsenate.  Later,  he  served  as  speaker  of  the 
Ohio  house  of  representatives  and  as  president 
pro  tem  of  the  senate,  completing  his  term  of 
two  years  in  the  upper  house  of  the  legislature. 
Mr.  Lampson's  appointment  as  reader  of  the 
national  house  of  representatives,  in  1896,  was 
the  result  of  a  competitive  examination,  taken 
by  thirty-six  candidates,  and  since  that  year 
he  has  never  had  a  competitor  for  the  position. 
The  mother,  Mary  Luella  Hurlburt,  is  also  a 
native  of  Hartsgrove,  Ohio,  her  parents  being 
Hon.  E.  G.  and  Jane  Hurlburt.  Her  father 
ivas  county  commissioner  of  Ashtabula  county 
for  thirteen  years,  and  in  early  days  a  member 
of  the  Black  String  Society,  an  Abolition  or- 
ganization with  which  John  Brown  was  con- 
nected. 

Edward  C.  Lampson,  of  this  review,  gradu- 
ated   from    New    Lyme    (Ohio)    Institute   in 
1894,  afterward  spending  two  years  at  Ober- 
lin  College  and  the  Western  Reserve  Univer- 
sity.    At  the  latter  he  was  initiated  into  the 
Beta  Theta  Pi  college  fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  chaplain.  Mr.  Lampson  left  college  to  edit 
the  Jefferson  Weekly  Gazette,  which  had  been 
founded  in  1875  and  purchased  by  his  father 
in  1S83.     After  six  years  of  hard  work  and 
pronounced  success  in  that  capacity  he  changed 
the  Gasette  into  a  tri-weekly  newspaper,  and 
in  the  same  year  purchased  the  establishment. 
On  March  i,  1905,  he  sold  a  half  interest  to 
liis  uncle,  R.  D.  Lampson,  a  graduate  of  the 
Michigan   State  University  and  also  a  Beta 
Theta  Pi  man.     On  June  i,  1906,  the  entire 
plant  was  destroyed  by  fire,  at  a  loss  of  $10,000, 
with  little   insurance,   but   R.   D.   and   E.   C. 
Lampson  had  other  quarters  rented  before  the 
flames  were  extinguished  and  in  three  days 
•completely  resumed  publication.     In  twenty- 
four  days,  under  the  direction  of  E.  C.  Lamp- 
son,  a  two-story  brick  building  with  a  one- 
story  addition  was  erected,  and  in  fifty  days 
the  new  machinery  was  all  installed  and  in 
operation.     Notwithstanding    this    temporary 
set-back  the   Gazette  has    rapidly  grown    in 
popularity  and  solid  influence,  being  now  the 
leading  newspaper  in  Ashtabula  county  and 
a  Republican  power  in  the  state.     No  local 
agency  has  contributed  more  to  forward  the 
public  improvements  of  Jefferson,  in  the  list 


of  which  may  be  mentioned  the  natural  gas 
enterprise  and  the  water  works. 

Mr.  Lampson's  success  in  the  newspaper 
field  has  brought  him  into  the  field  of  inventors. 
He  has  invented  and  patented  a  simple,  inex- 
pensive and  effective  device  for  the  elevation  of 
the  assembler  of  the  linotype  machine,  which  is 
operated  by  a  lever  near  the  space  band.  By 
actual  trial  it  has  been  found  to  increase  the 
output  of  average  operators  ten  per  cent.  The 
patent  covers  any  machine  which  can  be  con- 
trolled at  the  will  of  the  operator.  Mr.  Lamp- 
son  has  also  inaugurated  a  side  line  in  the 
handling  of  municipal  bonds  and  real  estate 
mortgages,  which  has  already  developed  into 
an  extensive  and  profitable  business,  and  added 
to  his  reputation  as  a  man  of  progress  and 
strong  influence.  Neither  is  his  literary  work 
confined  to  the  ordinary  topics  of  journalism, 
as  he  is  the  author  of  a  series  of  articles  on 
"The  Black  Strings,"  dealing  with  the  work 
of  John  Brown  in  Ashtabula  county  previous 
to  his  raid  upon  Harpers  Ferry;  another  on 
^'Natural  Religion,"  and  another  on  "Two 
Weeks  in  Temagami,"  Ontario;  and  he  also 
has  in  preparation  a  novel  dealing  with  the 
legends  and  romances  of  that  Canadian  region. 

On  November  14,  1901,  Mr.  Lampson  mar- 
ried Miss  Pearle  May  Evans,  daughter  of  O. 
W.  and  Emma  Evans,  Mr.  Evans  served  four 
years  in  the  Seventh  Kansas  Regiment,  re- 
cruited by  John  Brown,  Jr.,  his  enlistment 
being  from  Jefferson,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Lampson's 
great-great-great-uncle  was  Lord  Nelson,  of 
Trafalgar  fame.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  C.  Lamp- 
son  have  two  children:  Elizabeth  Carolynn, 
born  at  Jefferson,  September  7,  1902,  and 
Elbert  Wellington,  born  in  the  same  place, 
May  18,  1904. 

Samuel  Dawson. — Inheriting  from  his 
forefathers  an  unlimited  stock  of  energy  and 
perseverance,  Samuel  Dawson,  of  Streetsboro 
township,  is  one  of  the  many  well-to-do  agri- 
culturists who  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
poor  in  purse,  but  rich  in  courage,  and  who  by 
untiring  industry  and  good  management  have 
achieved  success  in  their  line  of  work,  acquir- 
ing a  handsome  competency.  A  native  of 
Massachusetts,  he  was  born,  June  10,  1851,  in 
the  town  of  Ipswich,  a  quaint  little  village,  not 
far  from  the  Atlantic  coast. 

His  father,  Frederick  Dawson,  was  bom  in 
England,  and  there  educated.  Running  away 
from  home  when  a  lad  of  sixteen  years,  he 
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emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  Bos- 
ton. Learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  he  settled 
in  Ipswich,  where  he  wooed  and  won  for  a 
bride  Martha  Eunice  Wallace,  a  native  of  that 
town.  He  subsequently  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  Quebec,  Canada,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  for  fifteen  years.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  which  occurred  in  1870,  he 
returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  there  spent  his 
remaining  days,  passing  away  in  1884.  To  him 
and  his  good  wife,  ten  children  were  born,  and 
of  these  four  daughters  and  two  sons  are  now 
living. 

Going  to  Canada  when  a  child,  Samuel  Daw- 
son lived  with  his  parents  there  until  nineteen 
years  old,  acquiring  in  the  meantime  an  ex- 
cellent knowledge  of  the  many  branches  of 
farming,  especially  that  of  dairying.  Coming 
in  1869  to  Streetsboro  township,  he  was  for 
five  years  employed  in  cheese  making,  after 
which  he  worked  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in- 
law  for  ten  years.  While  thus  engaged.  Air. 
Dawson  accumulated  a  goodly  sum  of  money, 
which  he  wisely  invested  in  land,  buying  103^^ 
acres  in  the  northern  part  of  Streetsboro  town- 
ship. To  the  improvements  already  inaugu- 
rated he  has  made  constant  additions,  enlarg- 
ing and  repairing  the  farm  buildings,  and  in- 
creasing the  size  of  his  home  estate  by  buying 
eighty  acres  of  adjoining  land  lying  in  Aurora 
township.  His  land  is  under  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  since  the  laying  of  six  car- 
loads of  drainage  tile  yields  abundant  harvests 
each  year,  regardless  of  wet  or  dry  weather. 
Mr.  Dawson  has  also  twenty-one  acres  of  land, 
which  he  bought  in  the  spring  of  1909,  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  township.  He  pays  es- 
pecial attention  to  dairying,  but  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming  on  an  extensive  scale. 

On  November  27,  1872,  Mr.  Dawson  mar- 
ried Elvira  Ellsworth,  who  was  born  in  Streets- 
boro township,  a  daughter  of  Henry  F.  Ells- 
worth. Her  father  came  to  Ohio  in  1827,  set- 
tling in  this  township,  where  he  was  for  many 
years  one  of  its  largest  land  owners.  He  mar- 
ried Betsey  Meach,  who  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  while  he  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont. Neither  of  Mrs.  Dawson's  parents  are 
now  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  have  one 
child,  Cora,  widow  of  the  late  Benjamin  Rose, 
who  lives  with  them.  Politically  Mr.  Dawson 
is  a  Democrat,  and  fraternally  he  telongs  to 
Streetsboro  Grange,  No.  1972. 

Edward  Burke. — A  man  of  sterling  char- 


acter and  worth,  Edward  Burke,  of  Nelso 
township,  occupying  the  old  Beardsley  home- 
stead, is  numbered  among  the  prosperous  and 
respected  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  He  was  born,  March  i,  1846,  in 
Clarenden  township,  Pontiac  county,  Canada 
East,  a  son  of  David  Burke,  and  grandson  of 
Thomas  Burke,  who  was  a  nephew  of  Ed- 
mund Burke,  the  renowned  Irish  orator  and 
statesman. 

David  Burke  was  born,  in  1805,  in  Letter- 
kenney.  County  Donegal,  Ireland,  where  he 
lived  for  twenty-five  years.  Emigrating  to 
America  in  1830,  he  settled  in  Canada,  and 
there,  in  1835,  married  Elizabeth  Sadler,  who 
was  born,  July  17,  1816,  in  Boyle,  County  Ros- 
common, Ireland,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  eleven  children. 

When  a  young  child  Edward  Burke  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  Ontario,  Canada,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  Peckingham. 
In  i8j56,  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
has  sin^e  been  a  resident  of  Nelson  township, 
and  one  of  its  most  loyal  and  valued  citizens. 

On  December  31,  1874,  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Couch, 
who  was  bom  January  i,  1846,  a  daughter  of 
Ferris  Couch,  and  grand-daughter  of  Samuel 
Couch,  a  pioneer  of  this  part  of  Ohio.  Samuel 
Couch,  born  in  Redding,  Connecticut,  August 
28,  1758,  married  Hannah  Ferrjs,  who  was 
born,  June  19,  1768,  in  New  Milford,  Connec- 
ticut. He  subsequently  lived  for  awhile  in 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  coming  from 
there  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1816,  on  a 
prospecting  tour.  Pleased  with  the  possibili- 
ties of  the  country  roundabout  he  returned  to 
Massachusetts  for  his  family,  and  died  while 
on  the  way  back.  His  wife  died  November 
14,  1806,  in  Lee,  Massachusetts,  where  she  was 
buried. 

Ferris  Couch  was  born  November  13,  1806, 
in  Lee,  Massachusetts,  and  as  a  young  man  lo- 
cated in  Nelson  township,  where  he  succeeded 
to  the  ownership  of  the  land  which  his  father 
had  located  in  section  six,  it  being  a  narrow 
strip  extending  to  the  Parkman  line.  He  sub- 
sequently cleared  and  improved  what  became 
known  as  the  William  Paine  place,  and  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his 
death,  August  27/1881.  He  married,  Feb- 
ruary 9.  1832,  Antoinette  Johnson,  who  was 
born  in  Cornwall,  Connecticut,  March  19.  1814, 
and  died  July  6,   1884,  in  Nelson  township. 
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Her  father,  Alanson  Johnson,  born  in  Litch- 
field, Connecticut,  October  25,  1792,  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  about  1816,  and  on  the 
farm  which  he  redeemed  from  its  primitive 
wildness  spent  the  remainder  of  his  long  and 
useful  life,  dying.  July  8,  1880.  Alanson  John- 
son, a  son  of  Charles  and  Rhoda  (Sperry) 
Johnson,  who  came  to  the  Reserve  from  Con- 
necticut in  1816,  married  Betsey  Northrup, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  about  1795,  and 
died  in  Nelson  township,  on  the  home  farm, 
March  6,  1877. 

Joseph  Northrup,  father  of  Betsey  North- 
rup, married  Charity  Benjamin,  who  was  a 
descendant  on  the  maternal  side  of  the  house 
of  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  noted  British  ad- 
miral, who,  in  1579,  rounded  Cape  Horn,  and 
sailed  along  the  Pacific  coast  as  far  north  as 
Oregon,  stopping  in  San  Francisco  bay  to  re- 
furnish his  ship. 

Two  children  were  born  of  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burke,  namely :  Antoinette  May, 
born  July  28,  1877,  died,  unmarried,  February 
19,  1906;  and  Elsie  Elizabeth,  born  August 
31,  1879.  On  June  26,  1907,  Elsie  Elizabeth 
Burke  married  Charles  Adelbert  Cartwright, 
who  was  born,  September  10,  1875,  "^  New- 
ton, Ohio. 

A  man  of  excellent  business  capacity,  ever 
interested  in  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his 
adopted  town  and  county,  Mr.  Burke  has  con- 
tributed of  his  time  and  means  to  further  their 
interests,  and  has  served  in  various  offices  of 
trust  and  responsibility.  He  has  been  town- 
ship assessor  and  trustee,  and  is  now  president 
of  the  local  school  board.  He  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
of  the  Grange. 

George  Abbey. — A  man  of  strong  person- 
ality, strong  in  his  convictions,  possessing 
sound  judgment  and  great  business  tact  and 
ability,  the  late  George  Abbey,  of  Leroy  town- 
ship, was  an  important  factor  in  promoting  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  this  section  of 
Lake  county,  and  as  a  man  of  sterling  integrity 
and  high  moral  principles  exerted  an  influence 
for  good  in  the  community  of  which  he  was 
so  long  an  esteemed  resident.  A  native  of 
England,  he  was  born,  April  29,  1806,  in  Al- 
thorp,  where  he  was  bred  and  educated.  His 
father,  also  named  George  Abbey,  reared  four 
children,  William,  Mary,  George  and  Maria. 
Tne  entire  family  came  to  this  country  to  live 
in  the  earlier  part  of  the  last  century,  the  son 


George  coming  nearly  a  year  before  the  other 
members  of  the  family. 

On  December  24,  1827,  George  Abbey,  mar- 
ried, in  his  native  land,  Ann  Maltby,  who  was 
bom,  April  6,  1807,  in  Beebwith,  England,  and 
shortly  after  that  auspicious  event  sailed  with 
his  bride  for  the  United  States.  He  lived  for 
awhile  in  New  York,  from  there  coming  in 
1829  or  1830  to  Ohio,  and  settling  in  Leroy 
township,  where  he  cleared  and  improved  a 
fine  homestead.  He  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing with  satisfactory  success,  putting  a  large 
part  of  the  land  under  cultivation,  and  erect- 
ing all  the  buildings  necessary  for  carrying  on 
his  operations  after  the  most  approved  meth- 
ods. He  was  a  man  of  upright  character,  pos- 
sessing a  vast  fund  of  general  information, 
and  being  a  fluent  and  ready  conversationalist 
was  most  entertaining  to  both  old  and  young, 
talking  intelligently  and  interestingly  on  any 
topic,  keeping  to  the  last  in  close  touch  with 
the  issues  of  the  day.  On  Christmas  day,  1893, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbey  celebrated  the  sixty-sixth 
anniversary  of  their  marriage,  which  was  one 
of  unusual  happiness,  and  of  notable  duration, 
their  children,  grandchildren  and  friends  gath- 
ering in  large  numbers  to  assist  them  in  its  ob- 
servance. A  few  short  months  later,  Mr. 
Abbey  was  called  to  the  life  beyond,  his  death 
occurring  April  8,  1894.  He  was  for  many 
years  a  leader  in  township  affairs,  and  served 
with  rare  ability,  and  fidelity  in  various  public 
capacities,  having  served  as  trustee,  justice  of 
the  peace  and  assessor.  His  wife  died  Feb- 
ruary 20,  1896.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Abbey  twelve  children  were  bom,  namely: 
George,  John,  Ann,  Rose,  William,  Ellen, 
Jason,  Hannah,  Albert,  Letitia,  Vashti  and 
Walter.  George,  living  on  an  adjoining  farm, 
is  widely  known  as  a  citizen  of  worth.  John 
died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Ann,  who  mar- 
ried Wesley  McGee,  of  Warsaw,  Indiana,  died, 
leaving  five  children.  Rose,  who  married  Wells 
Cone,  of  Leroy  township,  died  a  few  days  after 
her  father's  death,  passing  away  April  17, 
1894,  leaving  three  children.  William,  a  farmer 
in  Leroy  township,  is  highly  esteemed  through- 
out the  community.  Ellen,  wife  of  Charles 
Hicks,  living  on  a  farm  near  Warren,  Illinois, 
has  seven  children.  Jason  enlisted  in  the  Four- 
teenth Ohio  Battery,  and  was  killed  in  battle  on 
July  22,  1864.  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  William 
Northard,  of  Northeast  Leroy.  Albert,  who 
served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  same  bat- 
tery as  his  brother,  died  April  14,  1865,  in 
New  Orleans.     Letitia  married  Mortimer  Pe- 
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poon,  of  Warren,  Illinois;  Vashti,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Garrett,  lived,  with  her  children, 
on  the  home  farm  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band and  is  now  in  Leroy,  Illinois. 

Walter  Abbey,  the  youngest  child  of  the 
parental  household,  was  born  October  24,  1848, 
on  the  old  homestead,  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Leroy,  about  one-half  mile  from  his  present 
home,  and  it  was  his  father's  desire  that  he 
should  have  the  homestead  property.  He  is  an 
expert  agriculturist,  and  is  managing  the  estate 
with  characteristic  ability  and  success. 

On  March  24,  1875,  Mr.  Walter  Abbey 
married  Emma  Benjamin,  who  was  born,  Jan- 
uary 4,  1853,  in  the  southern  part  of  Madison 
township,  on  the  farm  where  her  father,  Foster 
Benjamin,  was  born,  his  birth  occurring  May 
28,  1827,  and  on  which  he  spent  his  entire  life. 
He  was  a  son  of  Levi  and  Rebecca  (Emerson) 
Benjamin,  natives  of  Massachusetts,  who  lo- 
cated in  Lake  county,  in  Madison  township, 
in  1822,  coming  here  from  their  New  England 
home  with  teams.  Foster  Benjamin  married, 
February  i,  1852,  Jane  Fowler,  and  on  May 
28,  1902,  it  being  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary 
of  his  birth,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  in  the  old  homestead. 
Mr.  Benjamin  died  July  4,  1904,  but  his  widow 
still  occupies  the  homestead  on  which  they 
spent  so  many  years  of  happiness  and  content. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbey  have  three  children,  name- 
ly: Alice,  wife  of  John  Q.  Adams,  Jr.,  lives 
one  mile  south  of  Madison,  Lake  county ;  Ger- 
trude, wife  of  Furnice  Crane,  resides  in 
Thompson  township,  Geauga  county;  and 
George  Foster,  a  student  of  the  Geneva  high 
school. 

Thomas  Hope  Brooks  is  a  scion  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve 
and  has  himself  long  occupied  a  prominent 
place  in  the  civic  and  business  life  of  the  city 
of  Cleveland.  He  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Patriot,  Indiana,  on  October  10,  1846,  and  is 
a  son  of  Dr.  Martin  L.  and  Frances  Rebecca 
(Hope)  Brooks,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Connecticut  and  the  latter  in  Virginia.  Dr. 
Martin  Luther  Brooks  was  a  lad  of  six  years 
at  the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  from  New 
England  to  the  Western  Reserve,  in  181 8,  and 
his  father  purchased  his  farm  directly  from 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  as  did  also 
two  or  more  of  the  latter 's  brothers,  and  all 
became  pioneer  settlers  of  Lorain  county, 
where  they  reclaimed  their  land  and  became 
substantial  citizens.  In  that  county  Dr.  Brooks 


passed  his  boyhood  and  early  youth    on    the 
farm  of  his  father  and  later  entered  Oberlin 
College.    He  became  a  teacher  in  the  common 
schools  and   followed  that  profession  during 
the   winter  terms  while   during  the  summer 
seasons  he  was  engaged  in  farm  work.    In  the 
meanwhile  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  and 
in  due  time  he  found  it  possible  to  continue 
his  professional  studies  in  a  medical  college 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati.    In  this  institution  he 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1840.     In  the  meantime  he  had  been   for  a 
time  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  where  he  formed  the  acquaintanceship 
of  his  future  wife.     He  was  married  at  Kas- 
kaskia  and  after  his  graduation  in  the  medical 
college  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Patriot, 
Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  ' 
profession  and  continued  to  reside  until  1847, 
when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Cleveland,. 
Ohio,  where  he  continued  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  until  within  a  few  years  prior  to  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1899,  at  which  time 
he  was  eighty-seven  years  of  age.    He  was  a 
man  of  fine  intellectual  and  professional  at- 
tainments, was  one  of  the  leading  physicians  of 
Cleveland  for  half  a  century  and  his  memory 
IS  revered  as  that  of  a  man  of  generous  im- 
pulses, lofty  integrity  and  large  accomplish- 
ment in  connection  with  the  practical  activities 
of  life.     He  was  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
Cleveland  Medical  College  for  a  number  of 
years,  was  identified  with  representative  medi- 
cal societies  of  local  and  national  order,  and 
for  many  years  was  superintendent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment Marine  Hospital  in  Cleveland,     For 
about  fifty  years  he  was  an  elder  in  the  Second 
Presbyterian  church,  and  exemplified  his  deep 
Christian  faith  in  the  daily  walks  of  life.     He 
was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its  organi- 
zation until  his  death,  and  in  the  period  leading' 
up  to  the  Civil  war  he  was  known  as  an  un- 
compromising Abolitionist.  His  wife,  who  was 
a  representative  of  a  family  founded  in  Amer- 
ica in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, when  members  of  the  same  came  from 
England  and  settled  in  Virginia.     From    the 
Old  Dominion  state  her  parents  removed  to 
Kaskaskia,  Illinois,  about  1835,  and  there  her 
marriage  to  Dr.   Brooks  was  solemnized,   as 
has  already  been  stated.     She  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  1886,  and  of  the  three 
children  the  subject  of    this    sketch    is    the 
youngest.     Mary,  the  eldest  of  the  number,  is 
the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  J.  Herrick,  of 
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Cleveland ;  and  Dr.  Martin  Luther  Brooks,  Jr., 
who  was  a  graduate  of  Hudson  College  and 
Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  in  *New 
York  City,  served  as  a  surgeon  in  the  United 
States  army  in  the  Civil  war,  after  which  he 
was  for  many  years  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  at  Newburg,  Ohio;  he  met  his 
death  in  a  street  car  accident,  in  1896. 

Thomas  H.  Brooks  attended  the  public 
schools  and  was  graduated  from  Williams  Col- 
lege in  1870.  In  1875  he  engaged  in  the  foun- 
dry business  in  Cleveland,  and  with  this  im- 
portant line  of  industry  he  has  been  identified 
during  the  intervening  years.  The  business 
is  conducted  under  the  title  of  T.  H.  Brooks 
&  Co.,  and  the  concern  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  its  kind  in  Cleveland. 

As  a  citizen  and  business  man  Mr.  Brooks 
has  upheld  the  name  which  he  bears,  and  his 
interests  naturally  center  in  Cleveland,  which 
has  represented  his  home  during  practically 
his  entire  life  and  to  the  promotion  of  whose 
welfare  and  advancement  he  has  ever  lent  a 
ready  co-operation.  He  is  interested  in  many 
of  the  financial  and  manufacturing  concerns  of 
the  city. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  relationship  with  the  civic 
and  business  activities  of  his  home  city  and  is 
one  of  its  representative  men.  Though  never 
afflicted  with  any  desire  for  political  office  he 
is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  and  policies  of 
the  Republican  party  and  manifests  at  all  times 
a  loyal  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  or- 
der. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Second  Presbvterian  church,  of  whose  board 
of  trustees  he  is  chairman.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Union,  Countr>'  and  Euclid  Clubs  of 
Cleveland  and  the  University  Club  of  New 
York  City. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss 
Anna  M.  Curtis,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Charles 
Curtis,  who  came  from  Connecticut  to  Cleve- 
land when  a  young  man  and  became  one  of 
the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  and  busi- 
ness men  of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks 
have  one  daughter,  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Harrison  G.  Otis,  of  Cleveland. 

DwiGHT  Crowell,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  a  notable  citizen  of  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  in  which  famous  region  of  the  Western 
Reserve  he  held  positions  of  public  responsi- 
bility for  many  years.  His  ancestors  came  of 
the  good  old  Puritan  stock  of  New  England. 
His  father's  ancestors  emigrated  from  Eng- 
land and  made  their  first  home  in  the  Cape 


Cod  country,  at  Chatham,  Barnstable  county, 
Massachusetts,  soon  after  the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims. 

The  founder  of  the  American  family  was 
William  Crowell,  Sr.  He  was  illustrious  in 
the  annals  of  the  country  and  was  a  leading 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  The  name 
Crowell  is  of  English  origin,  and  is  authentic- 
ally stated  to  have  formerly  been  Cromwell, 
the  lineage  linking  with  that  of  Lord  Crom- 
well, of  English  history. 

Samuel  Crowell  was  born  at  Chatham,  Barn- 
stable county,  Massachusetts,  March  16,  1742. 
He  immigrated  to  Connecticut  and  married 
Jerusha  Tracy  and  had  six  children — ^William, 
Samuel,  Eliphaz,  John  and  Hezekiah,  and  a 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  William  was 
apprenticed  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  to 
learn  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade.  He 
served  the  full  term  of  seven  years  and  was 
a  fine  workman.  He  was  married  to  Ruth 
Peck,  August  20,  1792,  and  they  had  nine 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Ohio,  the  number 
of  children  was  increased  to  fourteen.  The 
journey  to  Ohio  was  made  with  two  other 
families.  They  traveled  in  covered  wagons 
drawn  by  oxen,  and  the  journey  required  more 
than  forty  days.  Their  route  was  through 
Pennsylvania,  over  the  mountains  to  Pitts- 
burg, and  thence  to  Rome,  Ohio.  They  ar- 
rived the  last  of  November,  1806.  From  Bris- 
tol to  Rome  station  the  wilderness  was  un- 
broken ;  there  was  not  a  house  to  shelter  them, 
and  they  were  compelled  to  camp  out  in  the 
most  primitive  style.  The  wolves  howled 
about  their  campfire  and  the  gloom  of  the  No- 
vember night,  combined  with  the  savage  sur- 
roundings, made  it  an  ordeal  that  taxed 
strength  and  resolution. 

The  log  cabin  which  had  been  built  for 
them  was  not  a  large  one  for  three  families. 
It  was  divided  by  a  stone  wall  five  or  six  feet 
high,  extending  partly  across  the  space.  On 
each  side  of  the  wall  fires  were  built  for  com- 
fort and  convenience,  and  over  these  an  open- 
ing was  left  in  the  roof  for  the  smoke  to  es- 
cape. One  part  of  this  log  cabin  was  occu- 
pied during  the  winter  by  William  Crowell 
and  his  family.  The  following  spring  he  built 
a  log  house  on  his  farm  and  commenced  clear- 
ing it  for  cultivation.  He  found  employment 
at  his  trade  in  the  older  settlements,  where 
frame  houses  were  being  constructed  to  take 
the  places  of  log  houses.  The  family  remained 
upon  his  farm  in  Rome,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
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July  15,  1852,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  when  the  Diocese  of  Ohio  was  organ- 
ized, and  was  often  a  member  of  the  diocesan 
convention  in  the  time  of  Bishop  Chase,  who 
mentions  him  very  kindly  in  his  reminiscences 
published  several  years  before  his  death. 
Bishop  Mcllvaine  was  also  his  special  friend. 
Mr.  Crowell  was  a  very  devoted  member  of 
the  Episcopal  communion.  He  organized  a 
parish  and  built  a  church  in  the  neighborhood 
of  his  residence,  and  in  the  graveyard  attached 
to  it  his  remains  repose.  His  wife  died  June 
12,  1856,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years,  and 
her  dust  slumbers  beside  him.  These  worthy 
pioneers  settled  in  Rome  township  when  their 
little  son  WilHam,  father  of  Dwight,  was  but 
three  years  old. 

William  was  one  of  the  contractors  to  con- 
struct the  Ashtabula  and  Warren  turnpike.  In 
later  life  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
and.  for  many  years  was  an  honored  resident 
of  Geneva,  Ohio.  He  died  in  Jefferson  in 
1872,  aged  seventy-six  years.  His  brother 
John  was  a  prominent  attorney  at  Warren, 
Ohio,  served  several  years  in  congress,  and 
removed  from  Warren  to  Cleveland,  where  he 
practiced  law,  and  was  connected  with  the  law 
college. 

Nancy  Hewins  Crowell,  mother  of  Dwight 
Crowell,  was  a  woman  of  superior  gifts.  She 
was  spareil  to  her  children  until  her  ninety- 
fourth  year,  and  was  held  in  veneration  by 
them  and  watched  over  with  tender  solicitude. 
She  died  March  20,  1893,  at  the  home  of  her 
son,  W.  H.  Crowell,  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  her  remains  were  brought  to  Jefferson 
and  placed  beside  those  of  her  husband. 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Hewins, 
a  native  of  Massachusetts,  who  removed  at  an 
early  day  to  New  York,  from  whence  in  1820 
he  went  to  Ohio,  which  was  then  the  extreme 
frontier  line.  He  settled  on  a  farm  near  Har- 
persfield  and  became  prominent  as  a  man  of 
superior  worth  and  intellect.  In  the  organi- 
zation of  Ashtabula  county  he  became  one  of 
the  associate  justices  and  held  other  positions 
of  public  trust. 

Dwight  Crowell,  the  son  of  these  worthy 
pioneers,  was  reared  in  Ashtabula  county.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  Geneva  high 
school.  He  early  entered  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness,  and  for  eight  years  was  in  the  employ 
of  Stephens,  Fitch  &  E.  Mills  and  Company. 
He  made  a  record  of  being  an  excellent  sales- 
man, and  was  very  popular. 


He  was  married  to  Miss  Sheldona  Frary,  a 
lovely  and  estimable  young  lady  of  Geneva, 
in  1852.  Her  father,  Sheldon  E.  Frary,  moved 
to  Geneva,  Ohio,  from  Becket,  Massachusetts, 
in  1829,  with  his  mother  and  several  sisters. 
There  were  eleven  children  in  the  family,  six 
brothers  and  a  sister  coming  the  year  named, 
the  rest  remaining  East.  They  came  within 
the  following  two  or  three  years  to  Wind- 
ham, Ohio.  They  were  all  noble  men  and 
women,  and  were  useful  in  society  and  made 
honorable  records  to  the  end  of  their  lives. 
Sheldon  E.  Frary  married  Clarissa  Mills,  of 
Geneva.  Her  father  was  Eliphalet  Mills,  the 
founder  of  the  town,  and  he  owned  a  large 
part  of  the  land  at  one  time. 

Dwight  Crowell  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business  fifteen  years,  enjoying  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  community.  In  1869  he 
went  to  Jefferson  and  entered  the  auditor's 
office  as  deputy,  which  position  he  held  eleven 
years.  In  1880  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
three  years,  making  his  home  at  Columbus. 
In  March,  1884,  he  returned  to  Jefferson  and 
resumed  the  position  of  deputy  in  the  auditor's 
office,  in  which  he  continued  until  November, 
1889,  when  he  was  elected  auditor  of  the 
count>'.  He  was  re-elected  auditor  in  1892 
and  continued  in  that  office  four  terms.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  His  creed  was  belief  in  "the  Father- 
hood of  God,  the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the 
Golden  Rule,"  and  these  principles  he  reduced 
to  practice  in  the  conduct  of  his  long,  indus- 
trious and  useful  life. 

Three  children  blessed  his  marriage — ^Will- 
iam Sheldon  Crowell,  who  died  in  1901 ;  Kate 
F.  Crowell,  who  became  the  wife  of  Frank 
Nearing,  of  Geneva ;  and  Nancy  E.,  who  mar- 
ried E.  B.  Lynn,  and  died  while  still  in  life's 
morning. 

Mrs.  Kate  Crowell  Nearing  has  been  court 
stenographer  at  Jefferson  for  many  years.  She 
is  an  expert  in  her  official  line.  In  addition 
to  the  court  work  which  she  so  ably  accom- 
plishes, she  has  done  much  individual  legal 
work.  She  is  a  brilliant  woman,  and  possesses 
many  winsome  qualities  of  heart  and  mind. 
Like  her  father,  she  has  a  fine  physique  and 
is  socially  very  attractive.  She  was  the  mother 
of  one  son,  Dwight  Crowell  Nearing,  who 
lived  three  months  and  died  December  22, 
1901. 

In  politics  Dwight  Crowell  was  a  staunch 
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Republican.  He  was  earnest  in  loyalty  and 
was  active.  He  was  frequently  a  delegate  to 
the  state  conventions.  His  elder  brother, 
Ralph,  had  marked  literary  ability.  He  served 
in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion;  lived  to  a  ven- 
erable age,  and  was  a  remarkable  character 
in  the  Crowell  family.  Major  W.  H.  H. 
Crowell,  of  New  York,  is  another  brother. 
He  has  retired  from  the  regular  army.  He 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Civil  war,  was 
promoted,  and  later  joined  the  regular  army. 
A  brother,  W.  H.  Crowell,  of  Washington, 
D.  C,  has  been  connected  with  the  treasury 
department  at  Washington  for  twenty-five 
years.  Prior  to  his  connection  with  the  na- 
tional treasury  he  was  auditor  of  Ashtabula 
county  fourteen  years.  The  only  sister,  Mrs. 
Ruby  Crowell  Swan,  married  a  nephew  of 
Judge  Swan,  the  author  of  "Swan's  Treatise," 
one  of  the  best  law. books  ever  known,  and  the 
writing  of  which  made  him  famous.  Judge 
W.  S.  Crowell,  of  Medford,  Oregon,  cousin 
of  Dwight  Crowell,  was  at  one  time  senator 
from  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  and  was  consul 
to  Amoy,  China,  under  President  Grover 
Cleveland. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  many  tal- 
ented relatives  who  achieved  fine  positions, 
but  none  were  more  faithful,  more  painstaking, 
more  popular  and  appreciated  than  he.  He 
was  a  tender  father,  a  kind  and  generous  hus- 
band, a  good  neighbor,  a  faithful  friend,  and 
few  men  in  the  state  of  Ohio  had  more  friends 
than  he.  He  served  his  constituents  to  their 
entire  satisfaction,  and  then  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful Geneva  home,  where  he  spent  his  sunset 
hours  of  life,  lovingly  attended  by  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Nearing,  who  was  the  only  survivor 
of  his  immediate  family.  He  was  an  honest 
public  officer,  and  all  who  knew  him  will  keep 
his  memory  green. 

John  W.  Lowe,  M.  D.,  one  of  the  leading 
physicians  of  Mentor,  being  a  practitioner  of 
over  twenty  years  standing,  was  born  in  Brant- 
ford,  Ontario,  Canada,  July  17,  1855,  ^^^^  son 
of  John  and  Ann  (Wilson)  Low,  natives  of 
Aberdeen,  Scotland.  John  Low  came  to  British 
America  when  a  young  man,  and  located  near 
Brantford,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of 
the  old  Scotch  Presbyterian  church.  They 
were  parents  of  ten  children.  The  family  name 
was  changed  to  Lowe  in  this  country. 

Dr.  John  W.  Lowe  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  two  and  a  half  miles  north  of  the  citv  of 


Brantford,  at  a  place  known  as  Tranquillity. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  obtained  permission 
to  venture  out  for  himself.  He  secured  em- 
ployment with  Thomas  D.  Batson,  of  Tran- 
quillit>,  as  business  manager  of  a  farm  of  310 
acres  and  fifty  of  pine  woods.  While  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Batson,  Dr.  Lowe  was  assigned 
the  task  of  soliciting  the  money  for,  and  super- 
intending the  building  of  Tranquillity  Metho- 
dist church,  and  was  actively  concerned  in  all 
departments  of  its  work  at  that  place.  Being 
naturally  a  close  and  careful  financier,  he 
saved  his  earningg  and  in  eight  years  had  ac- 
cumulated a  sufficient  amount  to  enable  him 
to  launch  out  in  business  for  himself.  At  this 
time  an  opportunity  presented  itself.  A  gen- 
eral store  on  the  corner  of  Duke  and  Waterloo 
streets,  Brantford,  was  for  sale  on  account  of 
failure.  He  secured  the  assistance  of  an  old 
school  mate  of  some  experience  in  mercantile 
business,  the  stock  was  purchased  with  the 
farmer's  money  and  the  store  reopened  under 
the  name  Lowe  &  Atkins.  They  did  a  flourish- 
ing business,  but  could  not  endure  the  trust 
system  and  sold  out.  Mr.  Lowe's  partner  took 
up  theology,  and  he  himself  went  into  medical 
science. 

The  doctor's  early  educational  advantages 
were  confined  to  the  district  schools.  In  1879 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Chautauqua  Liter- 
ary and  Scientific  Circle,  and  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1883.  When  a  boy  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  three  debating,  societies,  one  at  Tran- 
quillity, one  at  the  Paris  road  school,  and  the 
famous  Farrington  Debating  Society  of  the 
city  of  Brantford.  The  debate  in  which  he 
attained  the  greatest  degree  of  success,  and 
which  he  led  in  the  affirmative  was,  "Resolved, 
That  Canada  is  destined  to  see  a  greater  future 
than  the  United  States."  He  was  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  in  Company  No.  4  of  the 
Canadian  DuflFerin  Rifles,  a  regiment  of  sharp- 
shooters. In  fraternal  societies,  he  first  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance, 
and  next  of  Gore  Lodge  No.  34,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Brantford,  Ontario,  ad- 
vancing to  the  Patriarchial  Encampment  and 
receiving  the  Royal  Purple  degree  in  Brant 
Encampment  No.  4.  He  is  a  social  member 
and  tent  physician  of  Mentor  Tent  No.  241, 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  of  the  World ; 
is  also  a  member  of  Mentor  Avenue  Lodge  No. 
659,  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  a  past  chancellor 
of  that  Castle  Hall.  From  this  he  went  into 
Columbian  Company  No.  4,  Uniform  Rank, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  now  assistant  sur- 
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geon  of  the  Second  Ohio  Regiment.  In  this 
order  he  is  also  a  member  Jan  Ben  Jan  Temple 
No.  2^,  Dramatic  Order  of  the  Knights  of 
Khorassan,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Being  naturally  averse  to  weakness,  disease 
and  diseased  conditions,  Dr.  Lowe  took  up  the 
healing  art  as  an  avocation.  He  was  not  guided 
by  any  family  physician,  for  a  physician  had 
not  been  in  the  house  ten  times  in  rearing  ten 
children.  On  entering  the  fight  against  disease 
he  soon  found  that  there  were  many  theories 
with  reference  to  cure,  that  each  had  a  re- 
spectable following,  and  each  was  attended 
with  some  degree  of  success;  but  in  none  did 
he  find  an  exact  science,  except  in  surgery. 
After  some  investigation  and  observation,  he 
decided  that  in  the  science  of  electro-therapeu- 
tics, as  taught  by  the  Philadelphia  school,  with 
a  branch  at  Brantford,  Ontario,  there  was  pre- 
sented to  him  what  seemed  to  be  the  most 
logical  explanation  as  the  first  cause  of  dis- 
ease. He  therefore  entered  the  Brantford 
Electropathic  Institute,  and  graduated  in  1882. 
In  1883  he  left  Canada  and  located  in  Midland 
City,  Michigan,  where  he  opened  an  office  and 
cured  the  afflicted  by  the  use  of  the  various 
forms  of  electricity,  coupled  with  Dr.  J.  H. 
Kellogg's  hydrotherapy.  While  there  he 
edited  and  published  a  journal,  in  newspaper 
style,  known  as  The  Electric  Times,  Being  de- 
sirous of  a  larger  field,  after  two  years  of  ex- 
perience, he  removed  to  Bay  City,  Michigan. 
Before  getting  established,  he  was  offered  a 
position  in  the  British-American  Medical  and 
Surgical  Institute  at  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
accepted  the  proposition.  For  two  years  he- 
had  charge  of  the  electropathic,  oxygen  and 
vacuum  treatment  departments.  He  also 
figured  in  other  departments  of  the  institute, 
where  he  gained  much  valuable  information 
that  has  been  of  practical  benefit  to  him  since. 
While  there  he  gave  attention  to  the  eclectic 
system  of  cure,  passed  an  examination  before 
the  state  board  of  censors  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Michigan  State  Medical  and  Surgical 
Society  of  the  Eclectic  School  of  Medicine. 
He  next  spent  two  years  in  the  study  of  the 
homeopathic  method  of  treatment,  for  six 
months  of  this  time  he  had  charge  of  the  ho- 
meopathic laboratory  in  the  British-American 
Medical  and  Surgical  Institute,  under  J.  D. 
Kergan,  M.  D.,  professor  of  materia  medica  in 
the  Detroit  Homeopathic  Medical  College. 
Learning  that  a  new  school  with  advanced 
theories  had  been  established  at  Rutland,  Ver- 
mont, known  as  the  Vermont  Medical  Col- 


lege, he  took  a  special  course  of  studies  there,, 
and  graduated  in  1889.  Desiring  to  locate  on 
the  Western  Reserve  he  opened  an  office  at 
1098  Pearl  street,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  until  a  bet- 
ter opportunity  presented  itself.  The  death  of 
Dr.  C.  B.  Bixby,  at  Mentor,  opened  a  field  for 
a  physician  at  that  point,  he  decided  to  venture, 
make  Mentor  his  home,  and  grow  up  with  the 
town.  He  now  enjoys  a  lucrative  practice,  in 
addition  to  conducting  the  only  medical  supply 
store  in  the  place.  He  is  a  member  of  Lake 
County  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  served  as 
secretary  for  nearly  three  terms.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Cleve- 
land, the  State  Medical  Society,  the  American 
Medical  Association  and  the  American  Health 
League,  and  an  active  (1908)  member  of  the 
International  Congress  of  Tuberculosis.  On 
March  9,  1899,  he  was  appointed  examining 
surgeon  for  the  Bureau  of  Pensions  at  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio,  and  was  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  United  States  Pension  Examin- 
ing Surgeons.  He  is  now  medical  examiner 
for  the  United  States  Marine  Corps  in  the  re- 
cruiting district  of  Pittsburg,  and  also  holds 
examiners  commissions  for  the  Royal  Tem- 
plars of  Temperance,  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America,  the  Provident  Savings  Life 
Assurance  Society,  the  Canada  Life  As- 
surance Company,  the  Metropolitan  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  the  Reliance  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Midland  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Home  Life  Insurance  Company, 
the  Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  the  John  Hancock  Mutual  Life  In- 
surance Company,  in  addition  to  making  ex- 
aminations for  the  Equitable  Life  Insurance 
Company,  the  Manhattan  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany, the  Union  Mutual  and  the  Fidelity  and 
Casualty  Company.  He  is  one  of  the  staff 
physicians  of  Painesville  Hospital,  and  lecturer 
to  the  class  of  nurses  in  training.  Dr.  Lowe  is 
also  member  of  the  United  States  Press 
Writers  League.  He  first  began  as  a  news- 
paper correspondent  in  1878,  contributing  to 
the  Brant  Union,  of  Brantford,  Ontario,  and 
has  continued  to  use  his  pen  in  newspaper 
work  ever  since.  At  present  he  is  Mentor's 
local  correspondent  for  the  Cletfcland  Leader 
and  Press,  the  Painesznlie  Telegraph-Repub- 
lican, the  IVilloughhy  hidependent  and  the 
Chagrin  Falls  Exponent.  His  most  important 
newspaper  contributions  were  letters  to  the 
Painesville  Tele graplv-Re publican  descriptive 
of  Southern  California,  where  he  spent  one 
winter;  an  article  on    the    "Importance    of 
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Hygiene;"  an  attack  on  "Professor  Koch's 
bacillus;"  "Dreaded  Smallpox,"  and  some  ar- 
ticles to  the  Cleveland  Leader  on  "Medical 
Legislation/' 

As  a  citizen,  Dr.  Lowe  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  whatever  seemed  to  promise  ad- 
vancement, and  has  served  on  the  council  and 
as  mayor,  and  president  of  the  board  of  edu- 
.  cation.  He  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
Mentor  Telephone  Company  and  served  as 
president  for  the  first  five  years  of  its  existence. 
He  launched  the  Mentor  Lake  Front  Park  idea 
and  championed  it  to  a  successful  issue.  In 
fact  the  only  public  movement  in  which  he  was 
ever  thoroughly  defeated,  was  his  first  effort 
for  a  Central  Union  High  School  at  Mentor. 
At  present  he  is  health  officer  for  Mentor  and 
Mentor  township.  He  is  also  one  of  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Eagle  Copper-Gold  Mining  Com- 
pany of  Wickenburg,  Arizona.  As  a  Canadian 
he  was  a  Reformer  in  politics.  In  Michigan, 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
working  for  St.  John  and  Daniels.  On  coming 
to  Ohio  he  was  soon  convinced  that  the  Re- 
pubican  party  dominated  in  strength  of  states- 
/hanship  and  was  rendering  the  most  reliable 
service  to  their  country.  He  was  president 
of  the  McKinley  club  at  Mentor  during  the 
campaign  against  free  silver  and  is  still  a  loyal 
supporter  of  that  political  party.  In  religion, 
he  has  always  been  a  Methodist.  He  united 
with  the  church  at  the  age  of  twenty  and  has 
held  official  positions  in  that  denomination  ever 
since,  having  been  superintendent  of  Sunday 
school  both  in  Brantford  and  at  Midland  City. 
At  Mentor  he  has  been  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  for 
more  than  fifteen  years,  and  was  one  of  the  ac- 
tive workers  in  the  recent  erection  of  a  new 
brick  church  building.  He  so  arranges  his 
professional  duties  as  to  be  in  attendance  at 
preaching  services  nearly  every  Sunday  morn- 
ing and  evening. 

By  his  own  efforts  the  doctor  has  paid  for 
and  improved  his  place  of  residence,  which  is 
central  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  de- 
sirable locations  in  the  town.  He  also  has  a 
cottage  lot  in  the  original  forest  at  Salida,  on 
the  bank  of  Lake  Erie,  and  some  real  estate  at 
Findlay,  Ohio.  .  In  order  to  keep  himself  in- 
formed and  be  abreast  of  the  times,  in  all  fields 
of  knowledge  he  takes  three  leading  newspapers 
of  the  county,  the  Cleveland  Daily  Leader,  Lit- 
erary Digest,  five  medical  journals,  three  pop- 
ular magazines  and  his  church  paper,  the  Nezv 


York  Christian  Advocate.  His  medical  library 
is  made  up  of  the  highest  and  most  scientific 
books  obtainable  and  in  his  profession,  he  is  a 
deep  and  tireless  student. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Lowe  is  a  married  man  and  has 
one  daughter.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife 
was  Jennie  B.  Ackley.  She  was  born  at  North 
Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  a  long  line  of  American  ances- 
tors, many  of  whom  were  eminent  in  the  early 
history  of  the  country.  Her  parents,  Walter 
Scott  and  Martha  Howe  (Green)  Ackley,  are 
still  living  and  residents  of  Geneva,  Ohio. 

George  F.  Hess,  master  mechanic  for  the 
Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  and  councilman-at- 
large  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  was  born  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  January  i,  1872.  He  was 
reared  in  his  native  city  and  there  attended 
public  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
he  began  his  railroad  career  as  messenger  boy 
in  the  office  of  the  master  mechanic  of  the 
Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chicago  railroad  at 
Fort  Wayne.  Eleven  months  later  he  became 
an  apprentice  in  the  machine  shops  of  the  same 
company,  putting  in  four  years  in  this  capacity, 
after  which  he  began  work  for  the  Cleveland 
&  Pittsburg  Railroad  Company  at  Wellsville, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  but  a  short  time. 
Subsequently  he  worked  for  a  time  for  the 
Cleveland,  Canton  &  Southern  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Canton,  and  then  for  eight  months 
worked  for  the  Pittsburg,  Fort  Wayne  &  Chi- 
cago Company,  resigning  to  go  west.  He 
worked  as  a  machinist  for  various  roads  and 
traveled  for  three  years  with  a  view  to  seeing 
the  country  and  gaining  experience  in  railroad 
work.  Returning  to  Fort  Wayne,  he  spent  four 
months  in  the  employ  of  the  Wabash  Railroad 
Company,  and  was  promoted  and  sent  to  Mont- 
pelier,  Ohio,  as  roundhouse  foreman ;  this  was 
in  1886.  After  spending  nine  months  in  Mont- 
pelier,  Mr.  Hess  was  sent  to  Delray  by  the 
same  company,  in  charge  of  the  roundhouse 
there,  and  while  there  he  resigned  his  position 
and  began  working  for  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
way Company,  taking  charge  of  their  round- 
house at  Detroit;  eighteen  months  later  he  re- 
signed and  went  to  Horton,  Kansas,  as  a  ma- 
chinist with  the  Rock  Island  railroad,  from 
which  place  he  was  sent  to  Pratt,  Kansas,  as 
a  promotion,  in  charge  of  the  roundhouse,  later 
being  sent  to  Caldwell,  Kansas,  for  the  Rock 
Island.  The  company  transferred  him  to  Chi- 
cago in   charge  of  their    machine    shops    at 
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Forty-second  street,  where  he  remained  two 
years,  fte  then  became  foreman  for  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  erecting  shop  at  Newark,  Ohio, 
and  after  a  short  time  was  sent  by  them  to 
Chicago  to  become  general  foreman  of  the 
South  Chicago  shops.  Sixty  days  later  he  was 
promoted  to  the  position  of  master  mechanic 
at  Lorain,  which  position  he  has  satisfactorily 
filled  six  years.  Mr.  Hess  is  a  thorough  me- 
chanic, enterprising  and  industrious,  and  most 
conscientious  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

For  some  time  Mr.  Hess  has  taken  an  active 
part  in  municipal  affairs  in  Lorain,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  three  councilmen-at-large  of  the 
city.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  of  the  An- 
cient Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Hess  married  Odelia,  daughter  of 
Henry  Hageman,  of  Lorain,  and  they  have  one 
son,  Franklin  Edward,  now  three  years  old. 

Giles  N.  Larkcom  was  bom  in  Freedom 
township.  Portage  county,  November  7,  1837, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Lucy  (Hawley) 
Larkcom,  both  natives  of  Otis,  Berkshire  coun- 
ty, Massachusetts;  he  is  a  grandson  of  Paul 
and  Comfort  (Norton)  Larkcom,  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  great-grandson  of  Silas 
and  Mollie  (Harbord)  Larkcom,  natives  of 
England.  Silas  Larkcom  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica between  1750  and  1760,  settling  at  Otis, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  killed  in  1765.  Paul 
Larkcom  removed  from  Massachusetts  to  Ohio 
with  his  youngest  son  Linas  in  1825,  locating 
in  Freedom  township ;  he  purchased  240  acres 
of  wild  land,  which  he  afterward  added  to,  and 
eventually  owned  several  hundred  acres,  lying 
both  north  and  south  of  Drakesburg.  Samuel 
Larkcom  and  Lucy  Hawley  were  married  Jan- 
uary I,  1822,  in  Massachusetts,  and  in  1826 
removed  to  Freedom  township,  settling  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  township.  The  Hawleys 
were  old  settlers  in  Massachusetts.  Samuel 
Larkcom  had  to  cut  a  place  out  of  the  timber 
in  which  to  build  his  log  cabin,  and  as  the  set- 
tlers of  those  early  days  had  no  roads,  they  lo- 
cated directions  by  means  of  blazed  trees.  At 
this  time  the  woods  abounded  in  deer  and  other 
wild  game.  He  cleared  his  farm  and  made 
all  possible  improvements,  and  became  pos- 
sessed of  105  acres  in  one  spot  and  forty  acres 
in  another.  Samuel  Larkcom  died  May  30, 
1873,  ^^^  h*s  wife  May  28,  1867. 

Samuel  Larkcom  and  his  wife  had  five  chil- 


dren, namely:  Lester,  deceased;  Levitt,  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Union  army,  died  August  20,  1863, 
in  Nashville,  Tennessee;  Eliza  O.,  Mrs.  Ira 
Baker,  died  December  17,  1862;  Giles  N. ;  and 
Miles  N.,  died  March  12,  1841. 

Giles  N.  Larkcom  always  resided  at  home, 
and  at  the  death  of  his  parents  became  pos- 
sessed of  the  estate  of  145  acres,  which  he  has 
since  occupied.  He  carries  on  a  line  of  gen- 
eral farming,  and  keeps  a  fine  dairy.  He  is  an 
enterprising  and  ambitious  farmer,  and  has 
met  with  splendid  success.  In  political  views 
Mr.  Larkcom  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Larkcom  has  been  twice  married,  (first) 
in  1854,  Laura,  daughter  of  George  and  Nancy 
Jones,  born  in  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  and  their 
children  were :  Eliza,  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years ;  Addie,  Mrs.  Carl  Newton,  a  widow, 
residing  at  Warren,  Ohio ;  and  Miles,  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Larkcom  married  (second), 
December  25,  1867,  Louisa,  daughter  of  David 
and  Mary  (Lindley)  Saflford,  born  in  Bruns- 
wick, Medina  county,  Ohio,  September  12, 
1848.  David  Safford  was  born  March  22, 
1822,  and  his  wife  July  21,  1828;  his  parents 
were  Perry  and  Maragaret  (McKilley)  Saf- 
ford, natives  of  New  York  state,  and  his 
grandfather.  Perry  Safford,  was  the  son  of 
David  and  Orra  (Simpson)  Saflford.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Larkcom  had  children  as  follows :  Bertha, 
Mrs.  George  Gothem ;  Edith,  Mrs.  Roland 
Phipps ;  Lucy,  Mrs.  Albert  Kropp ;  and  Mable, 
Mrs.  Lynn  White. 

John  R.  Barclay  was  born  in  Edinburg, 
Ohio,  December  26,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
George  Wilson  and  Hannah  (Dawson)  Bar- 
clay, both  natives  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio; 
they  located  in  Edinburg  in  1832  and  pur- 
chased one  acre  and  later  1,114  acres  of  land, 
paying  for  only  one  acre  at  the  time,  and  for 
the  rest  as  they  were  able.  John  Barclay  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  and  high 
schools  of  Portage  county,  and  afterwards  en- 
gaged in  stone  cutting,  which  he  followed  some 
ten  or  twelve  years.  He  resided  with  his  par- 
ents until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  after  which 
he  settled  on  eighty-nine  acres  of  land  and  took 
up  farming,  which  he  has  successfully  followed 
since.  He  is  Democratic  in  his  political  views 
and  takes  great  interest  in  public  aflFairs. 

Mr.  Barclay  married  in  June,  1889,  Ann, 
daughter  of  David  E.  and  Ann  (Jenkin)  Owen, 
who  was  born  December  12,  185 1,  and  they 
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have  two  daughters,  Mary  and  Helen,  both  of 
whom  live  at  home  w^ith  their  parents,  in 
Charlestown  township. 

Gexdrge  Wilson  Oden,  D.  V.  M.,  dairy  and 
food  inspector  of  the  city  of  Lorain,  in  which 
city  he  is  the  leading  veterinarian,  was  born 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  October  7,  1880.  He  is 
a  son  of  Phillip  and  Anna  (Egar)  Oden,  the 
former  a  native  of  Cleveland  and  the  latter  of 
Waverly,  Pike  county,  Ohio. 

After  leaving  the  high  school.  Dr.  Oden 
took  up  the  study  of  veterinary  surgery  in  the 
Ontario  Veterinary  College  at  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, where  he  spent  the  years  of  1899  and 
1900.  He  next  took  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Ohio  State  College  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  where 
he  graduated  in  1904,  with  the  degree  D.  V. 
M.  In  August,  1904,  he  located  in  Lorain 
and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  continued  successfully  in  private  practice 
until  his  appointment  as  dairy  and  food  in- 
spector of  Lorain,  in  November,  1907.  He 
still  keeps  as  large  a  private  practice  as  his 
official  duties  will  permit  of  his  handling. 

Dr.  Oden  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
progress  and  development  of  Lorain,  and  is  an 
enterprising,  public-spirited  citizen.  He  stands 
well  in  his  profession,  and  is  universally  es- 
teemed, enjoying  the  confidence  of  the  entire 
community.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Lake  Erie  Veterinary  Association. 

Dr.  Oden  married  Myrtle  M.  Roling,  of  Co- 
lumbus, Ohio,  daughter  of  Charles  Roling,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Helen  Gertrude,  bom 
February  11,  1907. 

Robert  Bentley. — A  man  of  practical  abil- 
ity and  great  energy,  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive, Robert  Bentley,  of  Youngstown, 
Mahoning  county,  has  attained  noteworthy 
success  in  business  circles,  and  as  president 
of  the  Ohio  Iron  and  Steel  Company  and  also 
of  the  Carbon  Limestone  Company  has  become 
a  power  in  advancing  the  industrial  life  of  the 
city.  A  son  of  the  late  Martin  Bentley,  Jr., 
he  was  born,  August  30,  1854,  in  Youngs-^ 
town,  Ohio,  and  is  an  excellent  representative 
of  the  native-born  citizens  who  have  contrib- 
uted their  full  share  in  promoting  the  best 
interests  of  this  section  of  the  state. 

Martin  Bentley,  Sr.,  grandfather  of  Robert 
Bentley,  was  a  pioneer  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  for  many  years  served  as  cashier 
of  the  Western  Reserve  Bank  in  Warren,  Ohio. 


He  was  a  man  of  strict  integrity,  highly  re- 
spected throughout  the  community  in  which 
he  lived.  He  married  Elizabeth  Fitch,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  city. 

Martin  Bentley,  Jr.,  was  born  July  16,  1832, 
in  Warren,  Ohio,  and  died  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  April  11,  1862,  while  yet  a  young  man. 
He  inherited  the  business  abiHty  which  char- 
acterized his  father,  and  after  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  assistant  cashier  of  the  Mahoning  Bank 
of  Youngstown  for  a  time,  became  a  partner 
in  the  banking  firm  of  Wick  Brothers  of  this 
city.  He  married  Mary  McCurdy,  who  was 
brought  up  and  educated  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Robert  Mc- 
Curdy. Dr.  McCurdy  was  born  in  the  north 
of  Ireland,  of  excellent  Scotch-Irish  ancestry. 
Immigrating  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1843,  he  bought  land  near  Crab 
Creek,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and  for  many 
years  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  twice  married,  by  his  first  union  hav- 
ing three  daughters — Isabella,  Catherine  and 
Elizabeth — all  of  whom  have  passed  to  the 
higher  life.  Dr.  McCurdy  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife,  Eliza  Henry,  who  was  born  in  Ire- 
land, of  Scotch  ancestors,  and  died  in  Mahon- 
ing county,  Ohio,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
five  years.  Of  this  union  six  children  were 
born,  namely:  Mary,  widow  of  Martin  Bent- 
ley, Jr.;  John,  one  of  the  leading  physicians 
of  Youngstown;  Robert,  deceased,  in  whose 
sketch,  which  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
a  more  extended  sketch  of  the  McCurdy  fam- 
ily may  be  found ;  William,  deceased ;  Thomas, 
deceased ;  and  Samuel  H.,  living.  Mrs.  Bent- 
ley, the  oldest  child,  died  June  23,  1909.  Her 
hospitable  home  at  75  Bryson  street,  was  a 
center  of  social  activity.  She  was  greatly  in- 
terested in  philanthropical  works,  being  identi- 
fied with  various  of  the  city's  charitable  organi- 
zations, and  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the 
City  Hospital.  Possessing  literary  taste  and 
much  intellectual  force,  she  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  founder  of  the  first  Woman's 
Club  of  Youngstown,  and  was  one  of  its  most 
interested  members.  To  her  and  her  husband 
four  children  were  born,  namely :  James,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Robert,  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Eliza  Henry,  a  graduate  of  Vas- 
sar  College,  and  for  several  years  a  teacher 
in  the  Rayen  School,  Youngstown,  is  the 
widow  of  Rev.  O.  V.  Stewart,  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  who  died  November  12,  1894,  leav- 
ing her  with  two  children,  Robert  Bentley 
Stewart  and  James  Wilbur  Stewart ;  and  John 
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M.  Bentley,  assistant  auditor  of  the  Carnegie 
Steel  Company  (of  Pittsburg),  who  married 
Mary  Yeager  and  has  two  children,  Harry  and 
Josephine. 

Robert  Bentley  married,  October  16,  1895, 
Augusta  F.  Zug,  of  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  a 
daughter  of  Annie  E.  and  Jacob  T.  Zug.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bentley  have  three  sons,  namely: 
Robert  Bentley,  Jr.,  Martin  Zug  Bentley  and 
Richard  McCurdy  Bentley.  Politically  Mr. 
Bentley  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously  he  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
church.  The  beautiful  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Bentley  is  located  at  No.  718  Wick  avenue, 
and  beneath  its  hospitable  roof  they  take  de- 
light in  entertaining  their  many  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

H.  A.  Sturdevant,  a  retired  stock  farmer 
of  Freedom  township,  Portage  county,  was 
born  in  Bath  township.  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
September  4,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Joel  and 
Diana  (Capron)  Sturdevant,  natives  of  Litch- 
field, Connecticut.  They  removed  first  to 
Pennsylvania  and  from  there  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  and  in  1834  settled  in  Freedom 
township.  Joel  Sturdevant  bought  a  farm, 
which  he  cleared,  and  remained  there  many 
years,  finally,  however,  removing  to  the  house 
of  his  son,  above  mentioned,  where  he  died  in 
1882,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1869.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children. 

H.  A.  Sturdevant  was  the  fifth  and  young- 
est son,  and  lived  with  his  parents  until  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  and  then  settled  on  a 
farm  he  owned  in  Shalersville.  After  living 
there  twelve  years,  he  sold  this  property  and 
removed  to  Freedom  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  163  acres  just  north  of  his 
father's  farm.  This  property  had  some  im- 
provements made,  and  Mr.  Sturdevant  has 
made  others,  building  some  fine  barns.  He 
has  done  a  general  line  of  farming  and  made 
a  specialty  of  stock  raising,  having  a  fine  flock 
of  delaine  sheep.  He  has  been  unable  to  per- 
form any  of  the  actual  worK  of  carrying  on 
the  farm  since  January,  19a;,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  and  can  only  oversee  the  work 
of  his  employes.  In  political  views  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  he  has  held  all  the  township 
offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Freedom 
Grange,  and  has  always  taken  a  keen  interest 
ir  the  affairs  and  prosperity  of  the  town. 

Mr.    Sturdevant    married,    November    17, 


1853,  Wealthy  Ann  Tuttle,  born  at  Stockton, 
Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  February  3, 
1 831;  she  is  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Mary 
(Hale)  Tuttle,  the  former  born  at  Rowe  and 
the  latter  at  Florida,  Massachusetts.  They 
traveled  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to  New 
York,  where  they  resided  until  1833,  at  which 
time  they  removed  to  Shalersville,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Tuttle  died  September  30,  1874,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years,  and  his  wife  died  April  5,  1870, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  of 
whom  Wealthy  Ann  was  the  oldest.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sturdevant  have  no  children. 

Marcellus  Riley  Downs. — No  more  wor- 
thy representative  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Nelson,  Portage  county,  can  be  found  in  the 
Western  Reserve  than  Marcellus  Riley  Downs, 
whose  birth  occurred  in  Nelson,  August  25, 
1847.  His  father,  Joseph  Root  Downs,  was 
one  of  the  original  householders  of  Nelson, 
and  his  grandfather,  Zina  Downs,  who  mar- 
ried Betsey  Root,  once  visited  the  Reserve, 
but  returned  to  his  Massachusetts  home  and 
spent  his  last  years  among  the  Berkshire  Hills. 

The  Downs  family  originated  in  England, 
and  was  first  represented  on  American  soil  by 
two  brothers  who  came  over  in  early  colonial 
times  and  loyally  stood  by  their  adopted  coun- 
try in  its  times  of  peril  and  need.  Mr.  Downs 
now  has  in  his  possession  a  very  handsomely 
carved  old  powder  horn,  which  was  taken 
from  an  Indian  at  the  battle  of  Ticonderoga 
by  his  great-grandfather,  November  20,  1759. 

Joseph  Root  Downs,  born  in  Sandisfield, 
Massachusetts,  February  23,  1807,  migrated 
with  his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  in 
1836,  traveling  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  from 
Albany  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  the  lakes  to 
Cleveland,  and  from  there  to  Nelson,  Portage 
county,  with  teams.  While  on  the  journey  the 
oldest  child  of  the  family  was  taken  ill  with 
scarlet  fever,  and  the  entire  party  was  de- 
tained two  weeks  on  that  account.  He  took 
up  a  tract  of  land  that  was  so  heavily  tim- 
bered nothing  could  be  seen  of  any  neighbors, 
and  only  one  and  one-half  acres  had  been 
cleared.  He  moved  with  his  family  into  the 
log  cabin  standing  on  the  place,  and  by  dint 
of  strenuous  labor  improved  a  fine  homestead, 
erecting  substantial  farm  buildings,  and  plac- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  land  under  cultivation. 
Here  he  carried  on  general  farming  success- 
fully until  his  death,  March  29,  1901.  He 
married,   in    1831.   Esther   Hawley,  who  was 
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bom  December  25,  1805,  ^"  Sandisfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  her  father,  John  Hawley, 
settled  when  coming  to  the  United  States  from 
England.  He  married  Betsy  Adams,  who  be- 
longed to  that  distinguished  New  England 
family  that  gave  to  the  United  States  two 
presidents,  John  Adams  and  John  Quincy 
Adams,  and  from  which  Charles  Francis 
Adams  was  sprung. 

Brought  up  in  Nelson,  Marcellus  Riley 
Downs,  one  of  a  family  of  four  children,  two 
boys  and  two  girls,  was  educated  in  his  native 
town,  attending  the  common  schools  and  the 
village  academy. 

On  September  i,  1878,  in  Chardon,  Ohio, 
by  Rev.  R.  M.  Keys,  Mr.  Downs  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Abbie  S.  Risley,  who  was 
born  May  4,  1847,  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  Sylvester  Risley,  being  one  of 
a  family  of  ten  children.  Sylvester  Risley, 
born  in  Madison,  New  York,  December  30, 
1814,  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  about  1837, 
and  settled  near  Oberlin.  He  married,  Sep- 
tember I,  1835,  Harriet  Richards,  who  was 
born  November  15,  1810,  in  York  state,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Abigail  (Manley) 
Richards.  Both  spent  their  last  years  in  Port- 
age county,  and  were  buried  in  the  Nelson 
cemetery,  his  death  occurring  September  24, 
1880,  and  hers  July  30,  1886. 

Three  children  blessed  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Downs,  namely:  Ellis  Sylvester,  born 
June  22,  1879;  Lawrence  Joseph,  born  March 
17,  1881 ;  and  George  Risley,  born  November 
27,  1882.  All  of  these  children  were  born  and 
bred  in  Nelson.  Lawrence  J.  Downs  died  Oc- 
tober 22,  1S92,  being*  accidentally  killed  while 
hunting.  Ellis  S.  Downs  married,  June  21, 
1905,  Iva  Stoddard,  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  have  two  sons,  twins,  Carl  and  Kenneth, 
bom  January  15,  1907.  George  R.  Downs 
married  Emma  Pinkerton,  of  Freedom,  Ohio, 
on  May  2,  1901,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Mabel  Ortensis,  born  November  3,  1902 ;  Law- 
rence William,  born  October  10,  1904;  and 
Nemar  Ethelbert,  born  October  i,  1906.  Mrs. 
George  R.  Downs  was  born  March  22,  1880, 
a  daughter  of  Mary  Jane  and  William  Pinker- 
ton. 

AsHBEL  G.  Smith. — It  is  the  earnest  de- 
sire of  the  publishers  of  this  work  to  offer  in 
its  pages  a  p>ermanent  mark  of  the  apprecia- 
tion due  from  them  to  that  venerable  and 
honored  citizen  of  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
Ashbel  Grattan  Smith,  whose  able  co-opera- 


tion has  been  most  courteously  accorded  in 
the  providing  of  much  valuable  and  interesting 
historical  data  that  enters  into  this  compila- 
tion. Few  citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve 
have  a  wider  or  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
its  history  than  has  he,  and  this  fact  gives  em- 
phasis to  the  value  of  his  contributions  to  this 
work.  A  man  of  fine  literary  appreciation, 
of  comprehensive  reading  and  study,  and  of 
distinctive  intellectual  force,  he  has  pursued 
the  even  tenor  of  his  way  without  ostentation 
or  desire  for  publicity,  but  those  privileged  to 
know  the  man  as  he  is  can  not  but  have  respect 
and  reverence  for  his  worthy  thoughts  and 
worthy  deeds,  his  kindly  and  generous  attri- 
butes of  character,  and  the  fine  intellectual 
attainments  that  represent  the  long  years  of 
study  and  of  association  with  men  and  affairs. 
The  province  of  this  publication  is  necessarily 
circumscribed,  but  it  is  a  matter  of  gratifica- 
tion to  be  able  to  present  a  brief  review  of  the 
career  of  the  venerable  citizen  whose  name 
initiates  this  paragraph. 

Ashbel  Grattan  Smith  was  born  at  Winsted. 
Litchfield  county,  Connecticut,  on  the  25th  of 
July,  1829,  and  is  a  scion  of  a  family  that  was 
founded  in  New  England  in  the  early  colonial 
epoch  of  our  national  history.  The  lineage  is 
traced  back  in  a  direct  way  to  Sir  William 
Smith,  who  gained  the  order  of  knighthood 
in  England  prior  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VIIL 
The  family  as  represented  in  America  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  of  blended  English  and  Scotch 
strains.  Moses  Smith,  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review,  was  born  at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, and  was  "an  active,  resolute  man  of 
sterling  worth."  He  became  the  father  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely :  S.  Cur- 
tis, Ashbel,  Henry  Grattan,  George  A.,  and 
Caroline.  The  maiden  name  of  his  first  wife 
was  Adams,  a  relative  of  the  distinguished 
Massachusetts  family  of  that  name.  The  sec- 
'  ond  wife  of  Moses  Smith  was  a  collateral 
descendant  of  the  Seymour  family  of  England 

Solomon  Curtis  Smith,  son  of  Moses  and 
(Adams)  Smith,  was  bom  at  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  in  which  state  he  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  there  was  solemnized  his 
marriage  to  Sarah  R.  Hayden,  of  Litchfield 
county.  In  1830  he  came  with  his  family  to 
the  Western  Reserve  and  settled  in  that  part 
of  Geauga  county  that  is  now  Lake  county. 
Here  he  became  a  successful  farmer  and  me- 
chanic. Of  his  seven  children  the  eldest  is 
he  to  whom  this  article  is  dedicated.  Ann 
Caroline  was  born  in  183 1 ;  Sarah  Margaret, 
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in  1833;  Samuel  Hayden,  in  1836;  Henry 
Hubert,  in  1838;  Cassius  M.,  bom  1840,  died 
in  1872;  and  Mirabeau  L.  is  the  youngest  of 
the  children.  All  are  living  except  Cassius  M. 
but  Ashbel  G.  Smith  is  now  (1910)  the  only 
representative  of  the  immediate  family  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  the  others  residing  at  vari- 
ous points  in  the  west. 

Colonel  Ashbel  Smith,  the  second  of  the 
children  of.  Moses  Smith,  remained  a  bachelor 
until  his  death.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  and  was  a  man  of  high  intellectual  at- 
tainments, and  was  a  distinguished  figure  in 
connection  with  the  early  history  of  the  state 
of  Texas,  his  adopted  state,  and  served  as 
minister  to  both  England  and  France.  He  was 
long  a  prominent  and  influential  factor  in  pub- 
lic life  and  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the  great 
Texan,  General  Sam  Houston.  He  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Texas  legislature  and  was 
for  many  years  president  of  the  "Board  of 
Regents  of  the  University  of  Texas,"  at  Austin, 
an  incumbency  which  he  retained  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  supported  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy  during  the  Civil  war  and 
served  as  colonel  in  command  at  the  seige  and 
fall  of  Vicksburg,  in  1863.  One  familiar  with 
his  career  spoke  of  him  at  the  time  of  his 
death  as  "the  most  learned  man  that  Texas 
ever  produced." 

Henry  Grattan  Smith,  third  son  of  Moses 
Smith,  was  likewise  graduated  in  Yale  Col- 
lege, and  he  became  one  of  the  most  prominent 
members  of  the  bar  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  in 
which  state  he  wielded  much  influence  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  was  at  one  time  urged  to  ac- 
cept nomination  for  the  office  of  governor  of 
that  state,  but  declined  the  honor.  He  was  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Union  during  the 
Civil  war. 

Dr.  George  A.  Smith,  youngest  of  the  four 
sons  of  Moses  Smith,  was  likewise  afforded 
the  advantages  of  Yale  College,  in  which  he 
was  graduated,  and  he  was  also  an  able  phy- 
sician and  surgeon.  He  was  a  resident  of 
Memphis,  Tennessee,  at  the  time  of  the  out- 
break of  the  Civil  war  and  was  an  extensive 
cotton  planter  in  that  section.  He  was  an  un- 
compromising and  outspoken  Union  man  and 
successfully  defied  an  attempted  conscription 
into  the  Confederate  army.  He  died  about  a 
decade  ago,  September  29,  1900,  at  Galveston, 
Texas. 

Caroline  Smith,  only  daughter  of  Moses 
Smith,  was  born  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 
was  a  woman  of  fine  education  and  much  cul- 


ture. She  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Kittridge, 
of  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  two  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Solomon  Curtis  Smith,  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  afforded  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  state,  and, 
like  his  brothers,  he  was  a  man  of  strong  men- 
tality and  independent  views.  He  was  influ- 
ential in  the  affairs  of  his  community  after 
coming  to  what  is  now  Lake  county,  Ohio 
(1830)  and  his  name  merits  a  place  of  honor 
on  the  roster  of  its  sterling  pioneers.  He  held 
various  offices  of  public  trust  in  Concord 
township,  including  that  of  postmaster,  and 
continued  to  reside  in  that  township  until 
185s,  when  he  removed  to  the  western  part 
of  Illinois,  where  he  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  He  died  at  Kirkwood,  that  state,  in 
1896,  at  the  venerable  age  of  ninety- four 
years,  and  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife  was 
summoned  to  eternal  rest  in  1886.  Early  in 
life  he  favored  the  Universalist  belief  but  later 
became  a  Presbyterian,  and  when  about  fifty 
years  of  age  he  severed  all  church  associations 
and  followed  the  trend  of  broad  and  liberal 
religious  views. 

Ashbel  G.  Smith  was  an  infant  of  about  one 
year  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  from 
Connecticut  to  the  Western  Reserve,  and  he 
was  reared  to  maturity  in  Concord  township, 
Lake  county,  where  he  was  afforded  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  pioneer  schools,  including  the 
select  or  high  school  maintained  in  the  "Little 
Red  School  House"  at  Wilson's  Comers  in 
Concord  township.  Thereafter  he  attended 
the  preparatory  academy,  kept  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Bissell,  at  Twinsburg  •  Summit  county,  for 
about  two  terms,  leaving  shortly  before  his 
graduation,  his  original  intention  having  been 
to  enter  the  Western  Reserve  College,  at  Hud- 
son. Upon  leaving  school,  however,  he  went 
to  Galveston,  Texas,  in  1846,  and  he  attended 
the  first  public  school  organized  in  that  then 
frontier  town,  in  which  his  uncle,  Colonel  Ash- 
bel Smith,  had  established  his  home.  In  the 
school  mentioned  Mr.  Smith  "graduated  out" 
at  the  expiration  of  three  weeks,  as  his  prior 
instruction  had  covered  the  same  ground  and 
he  could  not  secure  classical  training  under 
the  teachers  employed.  In  1847  he  returned  to 
the  north.  On  the  ist  of  February,  1855,  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  was  celebrated  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Alma  J.  Huntoon,  daughter  of  Major 
Corbin  Huntoon,  a  veteran  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  Jane  (Gage)  Huntoon.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Smith  removed  to  Warren  coun- 
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ty,  Illinois,  and  in  the  summer  of  1855  he  there 
erected  the  second  dwelling  house  in  the  pros- 
pective town  of  Linden,  now  known  as  Kirk- 
wood.  The  town  rapidly  grew  in  population 
and  business  activities  and  became  an  impor- 
tant shipping  point.  Mr.  Smith  assisted  in 
the  organization  of  the  village,  and  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  first  village  council,  besides 
which  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  other 
offices  of  local  trust.  He  became  one  of  the 
active  business  men  of  Linden,  where  for  some 
time  he  conducted  a  large  and  prosperous  en- 
terprise as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of  grain. 

In  1866  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  and  established  his  home  in  Painesville. 
In  the  following  year  he  here  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  a  planing  mill  and  sash  and  door 
factory,  and  the  operation  of  the  same  proved 
profitable.  In  1871  he  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est in  the  business,  and  in  the  financial  panic 
of  1873  he  sacrificed  his  entire  capital,  gained 
by  close  and  earnest  application  in  preceding 
years.  After  that  time  he  gave  his  attention 
principally  to  minor  contracting  work,  and 
since  1875  he  has  lived  virtually  retired  from 
a  stated  business,  yet  is  still  active  in  lighter 
labors  (1910).  For  several  years  he  served 
as  secretary  of  the  "County  Board  of  Visitors," 
whose  duty  is  to  have  a  general  survey  of  the 
various  public  institutions  of  the  county  and 
while  in  this  position  he  was  several  times  a 
delegate  to  the  annual  meetings  of  the  "State 
Board  of  Charities  and  Corrections."  In  later 
years  Mr.  Smith  has  been  occasional  corre- 
spondent for  various  newspapers,  and  has 
made  many  interesting  contributions  on  differ- 
ent subjects — news,  local  and  general  history, 
physics  and  philosophy.  He  has  a  well  trained 
mind,  has  shown  fine  powers  of  observation 
and  ratiocination,  has  covered  a  wide  realm  of 
literature  in  his  reading  and  study,  and  from 
every  source  has  gained  something  to  place 
in  his  storehouse  of  knowledge. 

Liberal  and  progressive  as  a  citizen,  Mr. 
Smith  has  always  shown  the  highest  civic 
ideals  and  has  ever  stood  ready  to  lend  his 
influence  and  aid  in  support  of  all  worthy 
measures  advanced  for  the  general  good.  He 
pronounces  himself  a  "Lincoln  Republican." 
He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council 
of  Painesville,  was  a  United  States  census 
enumerator  in  1890,  and  has  held  other  minor 
offices  of  local  order.  Broad  and  tolerant  in 
his  religious  views,  Mr.  Smith  has  a  deep  rev- 
erence for  spiritual  verities,  but  holds  no  sym- 
pathy with  set  creeds  and  dogmas.     He  has 
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epigramatically  stated  his  position  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  "I  believe  all  that  I  know,  but 
do  not  assume  to  know  all  that  I  may  believe." 
For  four  years  he  had  charge  of  the  Sunday 
meetings  of  a  society  of  Spiritualists  and  lib- 
eral thinkers,  1867-71 — an  organization  which 
had  a  membership  of  full  one  hundred  persons. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  a  zealous  member 
of  the  Lake  County  Humane  Society. 

Mrs.  Alma  J.  (Huntoon)  Smith  passed  away 
in  1896,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  She 
was  a  woman  of  most  gracious  personality  and 
of  marked  culture  and  refinement,  and  she  was 
held  in  affectionate  regard  by  all  who  came 
within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle  influence.  Ash- 
bel  G.  and  Alma  J.  (Huntoon)  Smith  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  concerning  whom 
the  following  brief  data  are  given:  Estelle  J., 
who  was  the  first  child  born  in  the  embryo 
town  of  Linden  (now  Kirkwood),  Illinois,  in 
1856,  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  P.  Pratt,  of 
Painesville,  and  they  have  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  Wynne  S.,  who  was  born  in  i860, 
is  an  up  to  date  artist  at  Painesville,  is  married 
and  has  three  sons,  and  Gertrude  A.,  who  was 
bom  in  1867,  became  the  wife  of  John  C.  Barto 
(1892),  Clerk  of  Courts,  Lake  county.  They 
have  three  sons. 

The  Smith  family  has  long  been  known  as 
one  of  fine  musical  ability  and  its  reputation 
in  this  line  has  far  transcended  local  limita- 
tions. Mrs.  Alma  J.  Smith  was  possessed  of 
an  exceptionally  fine  contralto  voice,  and  all 
three  of  the  children  have  inherited  the  musical 
ability  of  the  father  and  mother,  especially  Mrs. 
Pratt,  who  has  been  designated  as  the  most 
effective  mezzo-soprano  in  northern  Ohio.  She 
was  offered  a  leading  position  in  a  fine  opera 
company,  but  declined  the  overture.  For  many 
years  the  Smith  family  sang  the  songs  of  home 
and  sentiment,  as  well  as  compositions  of  the 
most  classical  order,  and  have  appeared  before 
thousands.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  the 
three  children  and  Mr.  Pratt,  the  husband  of 
the  eldest  daughter,  have  constituted  a  salaried 
and  most  effective  quartet  church  choir.  Mrs. 
Pratt  has  trained  and  led  large  choral  bodies 
and  has  been  specially  successful  in  such  en- 
semble work.  Originally  the  family  were 
known  to  the  public  as  "The  Smith  Family  of 
Singers,"  and  they  touched  the  best  in  all 
departments  of  vocal  music,  including  oratorio. 
It  may  be  added  that  they  have  rendered  their 
sympathetic  and  comforting  harmonies  on 
nearly  one  thousand  recorded  funeral  and 
memorial  occasions,  carrying  hope  and  conso- 
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lation  to  many  an  aching  heart.  The  family, 
including  Mr.  Smith  himself,  have  at  various 
times  enlivened,  with  appropriate  songs,  great 
camps  and  convocations  of  people,  where 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  Col.  Robert  G.  Inger- 
soll  and  other  distinguished  speakers,  were  the 
chief  attractions. 

In  the  city  of  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  on  the  first 
of  February,  1901,  Mr.  Smith  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  having  then  been  united  to 
Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Dwight,  who  was  born  in  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania  and  who  presides  with 
gracious  dignity  over  their  pleasant  home.  She 
is  a  woman  especially  qualified  for  society 
work  and  is  a  member  of  the  secret  order  of 
Rebekahs,  and  for  years  has  held  the  dignified 
office  of  chaplain  in  that  grand  and  humane 
organization,  "The  Woman's  Relief  Corps," 
No.  84,  auxiliary  to  the  Grand  Army  Republic. 

Mr.  Smith's  descendants  of  the  third  and 
fourth  generations,  who  have  come  into  his  life 
to  bless  the  Indian  summer  of  his  declining 
vears,  are  as  follows:  Children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  F.  P.  Pratt:  Donald  Smith  (Pratt), 
born  1887,  now  cashier  of  the  Pullman  dining 
service;  Alma  Louise  (Pratt),  wife  of  Samuel 
House,  Jr.,  electrician  of  Colorado,  born  1889, 
married  October,  1908,  and  has  one  representa- 
tive of  the  fourth  generation,  Victor  Herbert 
House,  born  March  5,  1910;  Francis  Victor 
Pratt,  born  1895,  and  Helen  Antoinette  Pratt, 
born  1898.  Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wynne 
S.  Smith:  Harold  Burnell  Smith,  born  1893; 
Sterling  S.  Smith,  born  1896,  and  Julian  Kerr 
Smith,  born  1899.  Children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  C.  Barto :  Philip  Smith  Barto  and  Rob- 
ert Smith  Barto  (twins),  born  1893,  and  John 
Ashbel  Barto,  born  1904. 

Without  a  single  exception  the  ten  grand- 
children above  named  have  evinced  a  decided 
taste  for  music  and  six  of  the  ten  have  been 
or  still  are  members  of  the  "boy  choir"  at  St. 
James  Episcopal  church,  of  Painesville. 

George  W.  Crile,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  is  one  of 
the  distinguished  representatives  of  the  med- 
ical profession  in  the  Western  Reserve  and 
one  who  has  attained  marked  reputation  in  the 
field  of  surgery.  Dr.  Crile  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Chili,  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  iith  of  November,  1864,  and  is  a  son  of 
Michael  and  Margaret  (Deeds)  Crile,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  both  representa- 
tives of  honored  pioneer  families  of  Coshoc- 
ton county,  where  the  father  devoted  the  major 
portion  of  his  active  career  to  agricultural  pur- 


suits. After  completing  the  curriculum  of  the 
public  schools  Dr.  Crile  continued  his  aca- 
demic studies  in  turn  in  the  Ohio  Northern 
University  and  Wooster  University.  In  1887 
he  was  graduated  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Since  his  graduation  Dr.  Crile  has  done  ad- 
vanced post-graduate  work  in  his  profession 
in  Vienna,  London,  Berlin  and  Paris.  He  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion in  the  city  of  Cleveland  since  1887,  and 
his  success  is  indicated  by  the  high  reputa- 
tion which  he  enjoys.  He  is  a  fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Science,  of  the  Amer- 
ican Geographical  Society,  of  the  College  of 
Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  and  a  member  of 
the  American  Physiological  Society,  the  Amer- 
ican Society  for  the  Advancement  of  Science, 
the  American  Pathological  and  Bacteriological 
Society,  the  American  Bio-Chemical  Society, 
the  American  Surgical  Society,  the  American 
Society  of  Clinical  Surgery,  the  Southern  Sur- 
gical and  Gynecological  Society,  the  American 
Society  of  Gynecologists  and  Obstetricians,  the 
International  Surgical  Association,  the  Amer- 
ican Society  for  Cancer  Research,  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society,  the  Cleveland  Academy  of 
Medicine,  the  Mississippi  V^alley  Medical  So- 
ciety and  the  Association  of  Military  Surgeons 
of  the  United  States.  He  is  also  professor 
of  clinical  surgery  in  the  Western  Reserve 
Medical  College  and  a  member  of  the  surgical 
staff  of  Lakeside  Hospital,  He  served  as 
brigade  surgeon  on  the  staff  of  General  Gar- 
retson  during  the  Spanish-American  war,  in 
connection  with  which  his  service  was  princi- 
pally in  Porto  Rico,  and  he  is  at  the  present 
time  surgeon  in  the  reserve  corps  of  the  United 
States  army. 

Amid  the  exactions  and  heavy  responsibili- 
ties of  his  private  practice  Dr.  Crile  finds  time 
to  give  to  original  research  and  study,  and  to 
take  active  part  in  the  work  and  deliberation 
of  the  many  important  professional  organiza- 
tions with  which  he  is  identified,  as  noted  in 
the  preceding  paragraph.  He  is  the  author  of 
the  following  technical  works,  issued  under 
the  titles  here  desigjiated :  "Experimental  Re- 
search into  Surgical  Shock;"  "Experimental 
and  Clinical  Research  into  Certain  Surgical 
Problems;''  "Experimental  Research  into  the 
Respiratory  System ;"  "Blood  Pressure  in  Sur- 
gery," an  experimental  and  clinical  research; 
and  "Hemorrhage  and  Transfusion,"  an  ex- 
perimental and  clinical  research.  The  first  four 
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-volumes  mentioned  were  published  by  the  Lip- 
■pincott  Company  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  last 
by  D.  Appleton  &  Company  of  New  York. 
These  contributions  have  met  with  most  cor- 
dial appreciation  and  reception  by  the  medical 
fraternity. 

In  politics  the  doctor  gives  his  support  to 
the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the  Re- 
publican party  stands  sponsor,  and  he  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Union,  Country,  Tavern,  and 
University  Clubs,  of  Cleveland,  and  with  the 
Winous  Point  Shooting  Club  and  Castalia 
Sporting  Club. 

He  is  descended  from  stanch  colonial  stock, 
and  records  extant  bear  authentic  evidence  that 
ancestors  in  both  paternal  and  maternal  lines 
were  enrolled  as  patriot  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  In  1900  Dr.  Crile  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Grace  McBride,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Harris  McBride,  and  the  three 
children  of  this  union  are :  Margaret,  Elizabeth 
and  George  Harris. 

Dr.  John  F.  McGarvey,  a  leading  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Lorain,  is  a  native  of  Shirleys- 
l)urg,  Pennsylvania,  born  October  3,  1857,  and 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Adams)  McGar- 
vey. Thomas  McGarvey,  son  of  Harry  Mc- 
Garvey, was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Adams,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland-  John  Adams  brought  his  family 
to  the  United  States  when  his  daughter  Mary 
was  but  three  months  old.  Thomas  McGar- 
vey spent  his  entire  life  as  a  resident  of  Hunt- 
ingdon county,  Pennsylvania,  and,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  about  eleven  years  spent  in  the  hotel 
business,  followed  farming;  he  died  in  1893. 
His  widow  still  resides  on  the  old  farm  in 
Pennsylvania,  now  in  her  eighty-fifth  year. 

Dr.  McGarvey  attended  the  public  schools 
and  spent  the  years  1878-9  as  a  student  in  the 
university  at  AVooster,  Ohio.  He  graduated 
from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College  of  Phila- 
delphia with  the  class  of  1883,  and  began  his 
practice  at  Lewistown,  Pennsylvania.  Later 
he  moved  to  Cloquet,  Minnesota,  where  he 
spent  eight  years  in  private  practice,  and  then 
spent  three  and  one-half  years  in  Colorado. 
Dr.  McGarvey  has  been  a  resident  of  Lorain 
since  1894,  and  has  built  up  a  fine  practice. 
In  1893  ^c  took  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
PolycUnic  in  Philadelphia,  also  a  similar 
course  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  is  one  of  the 
foremost  men  of  his  profession  in  Lorain,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  staflf  of  St.  Joseph's  Hos- 
pital, as  well  as  surgeon  for  the  Lorain  plant 


of  the  American  Shipbuilding  Company.  He 
also  acts  as  surgeon  for  the  Thew  Automatic 
Shovel  Company  and  for  the  Lorain  Lumber 
Company.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lorain 
County  Medical  Society.  He  has  won  an  en- 
viable reputation  not  only  in  Lorain,  but 
throughout  that  section,  and  is  universally  re- 
spected and  revered.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  orders  up  to  the  degree  of 
Knight  Templar. 

Dr.  McGarvey  married  Alice  G.  Crowther, 
born  in  Jackson,  Ohio,  and  daughter  of  Joseph 
J.  Crowther,  a  well  known  furnace  man  of 
the  Pittsburg- Youngstown  district.  They 
have  one  son,  Frank  C,  born  March  3,  1890. 
He  graduated  from  the  Lorain  high  school  and 
has  entered  Western  Reserve  University  at 
Cleveland. 

John  Bergin. — With  the  exception  of  a 
few  years  (three  of  which  were  spent  at  the 
front  as  a  Civil  war  soldier),  John  Bergin,  the 
substantial  farmer  of  Franklin  township,  has 
spent  his  life  since  very  early  boyhood  in  the 
virtual  vicinity  of  the  place  which  he  now  oc- 
cupies. He  carries  both  the  scars  of  wounds 
from  Confederate  bullets,  as  well  as  the  hon- 
orable marks  left  by  his  many  years  of  faith-  , 
ful  toil  in  the  fields  and  forests  of  Portage 
county;  but  is  still  a  hardy  and  patriotic  son 
of  the  soil,  justly  proud  both  of  his  country 
and  his  calling.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  117 
acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body,  and  is  in  a  posi- 
tion to  thoroughly  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labors 
— both  the  material  comforts  of  life  and  the 
general  respect  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Bergin  is  a  native  son  of  England,  born 
in  Yorkshire,  at  Holmes  Church,  on  the  ist 
of  November,  1841,  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary 
(France)  Bergin.  His  father  was  born  at 
Parsonstown,  Kings  county,  Ireland,  and  his 
mother  in  Yorkshire,  their  marriage  occurring 
in  England,  where  they  remained  until  1843. 
In  that  year  they  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  landed  at  New  Orleans  and  then 
ascended  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  by 
steamboat  to  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  whence  they 
went  by  canal  to  Northfield,  that  state.  After 
remaining  at  that  point  a  year,  they  located  at 
Twin  Lsikes,  Franklin  township,  this  county, 
and  a  year  later  purchased  a  farm  in  section 
^2  of  that  township.  There  his  wife  died,  in 
1847.  She  was  a  widow  (a  Mrs.  Robinson), 
with  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  at  the  time  of 
her  marriage  to  Mr.  Bergin,  and  two  sons  and 
a  daughter  were  also  born  of  this  second  union. 
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The  latter  was  drowned  at  the  age  of  eleven, 
while  William,  the  younger  son,  was  born  in 
February,  1843,  and  is  still  living.  Patrick 
Bergin  married  for  his  second  wife,  Miss  Elea- 
nor Donahue,  a  native  of  Ireland.  The  father 
died  about  1873. 

John  Bergin,  of  this  sketch,  the  oldest  child 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patrick  Bergin,  passed 
a  rather  unsettled  period  of  his  life  between 
the  death  of  his  mother  and  his  father's  second 
marriage.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
he  left  the  family  homestead  to  take  up  an 
independent  career,  and  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  until  1859.  In  October  of  that  year, 
while  still  lacking  a  month  of  his  eighteenth 
year,  he  married  Miss  Martha  Mathews,  a  na- 
tive of  Chariton,  Ohio.  The  youthful  couple 
resided  on  a  farm  near  that  place  until  the 
wife's  death,  in  October,  i860,  almost  exactly 
a  year  from  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mr. 
Bergin  then  returned  to  Franklin  township, 
and  in  1861  purchased  a  fifty-acre  tract  of  land 
in  that  section,  subsequently  buying  two  and 
a  half  and  nine  acres  in  other  localities.  With 
the  exception  of  ten  acres,  the  pieces  were  cov- 
ered with  timber.  This  was  cleared  awav,  the 
land  cultivated  and  other  improvements  made 
which  resulted  in  fixing  Mr.  Bergin  in  the 
township  as  a  substantial  citizen.  But  before 
making  any  decided  progress  in  his  career  of 
peaceful  industry  he  was  to  have  his  awful  ex- 
perience as  a  Union  soldier.  He  first  enlisted 
as  a  teamster  in  August,  1861,  and  was  at- 
tached to  the  Seventh  Ohio  Regiment.  He 
was  discharged  on  account  of  sickness,  Janu- 
ary 16,  1862,  and  on  the  loth  of  October,  1862, 
re-enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment. As  a  part  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Potomac  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Chancellorsville  and  Gettysburg  and,  accom- 
panying his  command  to  the  scenes  of  opera- 
tions further  to  the  south,  also  fought  at  Look- 
out Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge  and  Ring- 
gold, Georgia.  At  the  last  named  engage- 
ment, November  2y,  1863,  a  Confederate  bul- 
let entered  his  right  creek,  crashed  through 
eight  teeth  and  a  part  of  his  jaw  and  came  out 
on  the  opposite  side  of  his  neck.  The  wound 
was  a  frightful  one,  and  he  lay  in  the  Union  . 
hospitals  at  Chattanooga.  Tennessee,  and 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  until  July,  1864.  when  he  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  be  discharged  and  sent 
home. 

As  soon  as  possible  the  returned  and  sorely 
wounded  soldier  resumed  the  improvements  on 


his  timber  lands,  and  in  1873  again  married. 
His  second  wife  was  Miss  Betsey  Reinhart, 
a  native  of  Ravenna  township  and  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  and  Susan  (Willard)  Reinhart,  both 
born  in  West  Virginia.  Their  daughter,  Mag- 
gie, is  now  Mrs.  Martin  S.  Myers,  and  is  her 
father's  housekeeper.  After  his  second  mar- 
riage Mr.  Bergin  moved  to  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan,  bought  a  farm  there,  upon  which  he 
resided  for  eight  months,  and  then  sold  his 
property  to  locate  at  Kent,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad.  After 
working  two  years  in  the  shops  of  that  com- 
pany, he  located  permanently  on  the  farm  in 
Franklin  township  which  is  still  his  property 
and  his  homestead.  Mr.  Bergin's  second  wife 
died  in  1876,  and  in  1878  he  married  Miss 
Emma  Waters,  a  native  of  Franklin  township 
and  daughter  of  Ashbury  and  Abagail  (Wat- 
ers) Waters,  both  of  Portage  county.  The 
child  of  this  union.  Alma,  became  the  wife  of 
Dr.  O.  C.  Hudson,  of  Painesville,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Bergin's  third  wife  died  in  1881  and,  as  stated, 
Mrs.  Maggie  Myers,  his  daughter  by  his  sec- 
ond marriage,  is  now  at  the  head  of  his  do- 
mestic affairs  and  the  comfort  of  his  later 
years. 

Joseph  Edwin  Upson  has  been  an  impor- 
tant factor  in  the  industrial  and  civic  develop- 
ment of  Cleveland,  where  his  interests  are 
many  and  varied,  and  where  he  is  recognized 
as  a  thoroughly  representative  citizen  and  busi- 
ness man  and  as  one  whose  progressive  ideas 
and  loyalty  are  proving  duly  potent  in  connec- 
tion with  the  upbuilding  of  the  "Greater  Cleve- 
land.*'  He  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  Ohio,  is  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  in  all  the  relations  of  life  his 
course  has  been  guided  upon  the  highest  plane 
of  integrity  and  honor,  so  that  he  merits  and 
holds  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all  who 
have  appreciation  of  his  life  and  services  as 
one  of  the  world's  workers. 

Joseph  Edwin  Upson  was  born  at  Tall- 
madge.  Summit  county,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of 
August,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Edwin  and  Bet- 
sey (Blakeslee)  Upson,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  state  of  Connecticut.  Edwin 
Upson  settled  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  in 
1822,  and  became  one  of  the  influential  pio- 
neers of  that  section  of  the  state,  where  he 
reclaimed  a  farm  and  where  he  was  prominent 
in  public  affairs.  The  names  of  Edwin  Upson 
and  wife  merit  a  place  on  the  roster  of  those 
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who  have  contributed  in  due  quota  to  the  up- 
building of  one  of  the  great  commonwealths 
of  the  American  Union. 

Joseph  E.  Upson  was  reared  to  the  sturdy 
discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm  and  was  af- 
forded such  educational  advantages  as  were 
offered   in   the   somewhat   primitive   common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period.    After  leav- 
ing the  home  schools,  however,  he  completed 
;i  course  in  the  Eastman  Business  College,  at 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  and  he  then  went 
to  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  where  he  became 
clerk  and  bookkeeper  in  the  offices  of  the  Wat- 
erbury  Savings   and   Loan   Association.     He 
retained  this  incumbency  one  year  and  then 
entered  the  employ  of  Abbott  Brothers,  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  photographic  sup- 
plies, in  New  York  City.     Shortly  after  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  he  returned  to  his 
old  home  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
ag^in  assisted  his  father  in  the  work  of  the 
old  homestead  farm.     In  1862  he  joined  the 
volunteer  company  known  in  the  history  of  the 
Civil  war  as  the  "Squirrel  Hunters."     This, 
as  well  as  similar  companies,  was  organized 
in  response  to  a  call  on  the  part  of  Governor 
David  Tod,  and  the  little  command  was  sent 
to  a  point  four  miles  below  Covington,  Ken- 
tucky, to  repel  the  attack  of  General  Kirby,  of 
the  Confederate  forces  striving  to  make  raids 
into  northern   Kentucky  and  southern  Ohio. 
After  a  short  period  of  service  the  company 
returned  home  and  was  disbanded.     In  1864 
Mr.  Upson  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, commanded  by  Colonel  John  C.  Lee, 
and   this   regiment    was    sent    to    Arlington 
Heights,  Virginia,  in  defense  of  the  national 
capital.    The  command  received  honorable  dis- 
charge at  the  expiration  of  its  100  days'  term 
of  enlistment,  and  the  regiment  passed  in  re- 
view before  President  Lincoln,  who  was   in 
position  at  the  White  House  for  this  purpose. 
After  his  return  to  Ohio  Mr.  Upson  received 
lis  honorable  discharge,  and  shortly  afterward 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Cleveland,  where 
he  entered  the  employ  of  William  Bingham  & 
Company,    hardware    merchants,    on    Water 
street.     He  continued  with  this  concern  until 
the  fall  of  1866,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  L.  L.  Lyon,  who  was  engaged  in  the  ship- 
chandlery  business  on  River  street.     In  1871 
Mr.  Upson  entered  the  same  line  of  enterprise 
in  an  independent  way,  by  forming  a  partner- 
ship with  John  W.   Walton,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Upson  &  Walton,  and  the  two  have 


since  been  continuously  identified  with  the  ship 
chandler's  business,  as  manufacturers  and 
dealers.  The  enterprise  is  now  conducted 
under  the  corporate  title  of  the  Upson- Walton 
Company,  and  of  this  company  Mr.  Upson  is 
president. 

Mr.  Upson's  fine  initiative  powers  and  ad- 
ministrative talents  have  led  him  to  identify 
himself  with  other  important  enterprises,  in 
which  his  co-operation  has  been  a  factor  mak- 
ing for  distinctive  success  and  progress.  He 
is  president  of  the  Wilson  Transit  Company, 
the  Cleveland  Block  Company  and  the  Upson- 
Walton  Company ;  is  vice-president  of  the  Ma- 
honing &  Lake  Erie  Coal  Company;  and  is  a 
member  of  the  directorate  of  each  of  the  fol- 
lowing named  corporations :  Central  Grain  Ele- 
vator Company,  Cleveland  Grain  Company, 
Keller  Transit  Company,  Lake  Carries*  Asso- 
ciation and  Volunteer  Transit  Company.  He 
has  played  an  important  part  for  many  years 
in  connection  with  lake-marine  commerce  and 
his  various  business  enterprises  have  conduced 
greatly  to  the  benefit  of  his  home  city,  in 
which  his  interests  have  naturally  centered. 
The  family  home  is  located  at  11447  Euclid 
avenue,  Cleveland's  far-famed  and  beautiful 
residence  thoroughfare. 

In  politics,  while  never  animated  by  aught 
of  ambition  for  public  office,  Mr.  Upson  has 
ever  been  arrayed  as  a  stanch  advocate  of  the 
cause  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members 
of  the  Euclid  Avenue  Presbyterian  church. 

In  the  year  1868  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage  of  Mr.  Upson  to  Miss  Cornelia  M. 
Lyman,  daughter  of  the  late  Luther  F.  Lyman, 
of  Cleveland,  who  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers and  influential  citizens  of  Newton  Falls, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Upson 
have  four  children:  Frances  is  the  wife  of 
Robert  Young,  of  Los  'Angeles ;  Oliver  W.  is 
associated  with  the  business  of  the  Upson- 
Walton  Company,  already  mentioned  in  this 
article;  Walter  L.,  who  was  graduated  in 
Princeton  University,  receiving  the  degrees  of 
E.  E.  and  ^L  S.,  is  now  assistant  professor  of 
electric  engineering  in  the  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity; and  Clara  C.  is  the  wife  of  Eugene  H. 
Churchill,  of  Cleveland. 

Adam  Feick. — German  industry  and  thrift 
were  largfely  in  evidence  in  the  upbuilding:  of 
Sandusky,  and  foremost  among:  the  contractors 
and  builders  who  erected  many  of  the  city's 
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finest  residences  and  most  important  business 
blocks  was  Adam  Feick,  head  of  the  firm  of 
Adam  Feick  &  Co.,  which  was  in  existence  for 
many  years. 

Born  and  reared  in  Darmstad,  Germany,  a 
son  of  I^hilip  Feick,  Adam  Feick  left  the 
Fatherland  September  21,  1852,  resolving  in 
his  mind  to  secure  for  himself  a  part  of  the 
good  fortune  awaiting  those  who  ventured  into 
the  newer  territories  of  America.  Immigrating 
to  the  United  States,  he  came  directly  to  Ohio, 
locating  in  Sandusky,  where  for  awhile  he 
worked  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner 
as  a  journeyman,  winning  an  excellent  reputa- 
tion for  skilful,  durable  and  honest  workman- 
ship. When  ready  to  embark  in  business  on 
his  own  account,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  brother,  George  Feick,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Adam  Feick  &  Brother.  Successful  from 
the  first,  this  firm  subsequently  filled  many  con- 
tracts of  note,  having  charge  of  the  erection 
of  many  large  and  handsome  structures.  After 
the  death  of  the  senior  member  of  this  firm, 
Adam  Feick,  which  occurred  March  9,  1893, 
the  business  was  continued  by  his  brother, 
George. 

Mr.  Feick  married,  in  Sandusky,  January  8, 
1859,  Johanna  Fulton,  who  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1841,  a 
daughter  of  John  Frederick  Fulton.  A  native 
of  Germany,  born  June  7,  1807,  John  F.  Ful- 
ton emigrated  from  Wurtemberg,  his  native 
place,  when  young,  settling  first  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. Coming  to  Ohio  in  1843  with  his 
family,  he  located  in  Hancock  county,  and  was 
a  resident  of  this  state  until  his  death,  April 
24,  1881.  In  1832,  in  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ful- 
ton married  Magdalena  Koli,  and  of  the  twelve 
children  born  to  their  union  seven  were  living 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  union  of  Adam  and  Johanna  (Fulton) 
Feick  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
namely :  John  Adam,  born  in  Danbury,  Ohio, 
in  1862:  Ida  Elizabeth,  born  in  Sandusky,  in 
1863 ;  Christina,  died  in  infancy ;  also  George, 
died  at  the  age  of  one  year,  and  Alford ;  Hen- 
rietta Katherine,  bom  in  Sandusky,  April  i, 
1869;  Emma  Helena,  born  March  3,  1871 ; 
Cora  Wilhelmina,  born  July  22.  1873 »  Minnie 
Louisa,  born  March  4,  1874;  and  Lewis  Alfred, 
born  April  16,  1879. 

John  Adam  Feidk,  who  was  graduated  from 
St.  Mary's  Institute,  and  is  now  a  contractor 
and  builder,  married,  in  1884,  Elizabeth  Zipfel, 
and  they  have  one  son,  John  Charles.  Ida  E. 
Feick  married  John  Mertz,  a  prosperous  hard- 


ware merchant  and  a  contractor,  and  their  only 
child,  Alma  Louise,  married,  in  190^  Dr.  D.  D. 
Smith.  Henrietta  Katherine  Feick  married 
Louis  Zerbe  and  has  two  children,  Helen  and 
Lawton ;  Emma  Helena,  wife  of  E.  W.  Oden- 
baugh,  passenger  agent  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Railway,  has  two  daughters,  Mabel  and 
Florence.  Cora  W.  Feick  married  John  F. 
Renner,  a  piano  dealer.  Minnie  L.  Feick,  wife 
of  W.  C.  Schaub,  an  insurance  and  real  estate 
dealer,  has  four  children,  Corlouise,  Fulton,. 
Elizabeth,  and  Dorothy.  Lewis  Alfred  Feick,. 
engaged  in  the  laundry  business  in  Sandusky,, 
married  Ada  Bloker,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Mary  Lucille,  Lewis  W.  and  John  Adanu 
The  death  of  Mr.  Feick  occurred  at  his  home 
in  March,  1893,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Feick  No- 
vember 17,  1908,  the  deaths  of  these  estimable 
people  being  a  great  loss  not  only  to  the  im- 
mediate family,  but  to  the  community,  and 
more  especially  to  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  in  which  both  were  active  and  faithful 
workers,  Mr.  Feick  having  served  as  elder  and 
treasurer,  and  being  a  member  of  the  vestry, 
while  Mrs.  Feick  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Humane  Society  connected  with  that 
church.  The  children  have  recently  torn  down 
the  residence,  at  the  corner  of  Central  and 
Adams  street,  occupied  by  their  parents  for 
over  forty  years,  and  have  erected  a  handsome 
nine-suite  apartment  building,  which  in  honor 
of  their  parents  they  have  named  the  A.  Feick 
Flat. 

Edward  S.  Tripp  is  one  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  Wellington,  and  one  of  the  city's  old- 
est residents  in  point  of  continuous  citizenship. 
He  was  born  at  Perry  in  Genesee  county,  New 
York,  in  June  of  1819,  and  he  came  to  Ohio  in 
about  the  year  of  1835,  settling  first  on  a  farm 
in  Wellington  township.  Charles  Tripp,  his 
father,  had  come  to  this  township  in  the  spring 
of  that  year  and  had  bought  fifty  acres  of 
land.  He  built  a  log  house  thereon,  cleared 
a  part  of  the  tract  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year,  1835,  ^^  brought  his  family  here.  Charles 
Tripp  descended  from  a  Rhode  Island  Quaker 
family.  He  married  Sarah  Cook,  and  her 
brother,  Benjamin  Cook,  was  one  of  the  sur- 
veyors sent  out  by  the  government  to  explore 
the  Pacific  coast  country. 

In  the  early  years  of  the  fifties  Edward  S. 
Tripp  moved  from  his  farm  to  the  village  of 
Wellington,  and  he  and  his  brother-in-law, 
Leander  Church,  built  a  shop  and  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  buggies  and  carriages,  this  ' 
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bcnloer  exifr^Se^i  ri^er  die  eniint  nonlieni  part 
of  ihe  >:aie_  r*i~ii:  i:ny-c«5e  years  he  cvxri- 
li^TDed  zn  dai  rcsoefs,  his  hesi^  the  lar^es; 
carriise  ^-zd^  in  3C«bera  Ohao  ai  thai  time, 
3X  after  r^eciriri^  frco:  ihe  bosmess  he  irav- 
eke  ic^  fix  or  seven  yicar?  for  the  H,  P.  Xail 
Co€i::pQi3j  of  OeveiaDd-  During  the  pa>t  ni- 
teen  years  he  has  fired  redred  trcai  an  acdve 
industrial  life.  He  has  the  honor  of  having 
served  We  jii^[ts«::<i  as  its  second  mayor.  The 
village  was  organized  in  1S55,  and  in  April  of 
1^36  be  was  ejected  its  mayor,  serving  a  full 
term  oi  rwo  years,  and  again  in  1SD5  ^  ^^*^^ 
retnmed  to  that  office  and  served  another  tenii 
of  two  years.  He  recalls  to  mind  that  during 
his  adminisiration  as  mavor  there  was  but  one 
violation  oi  the  rillage  laws,  and  this  disturb- 
ance arose  from  a  man  driving  on  the  side- 
walk. He  was  discharged  after  a  lecture  from 
the  mayor.  Mr.  Tripp  witnessed  the  historical 
Wellington  slave  rescue  which  took  place  be- 
fore the  Ciril  war. 

He  married,  many  years  ago,  .\daline  Ma- 
grau^.  who  was  bom  in  Xew  England  and 
descended  from  a  pioneer  family  of  Welling- 
ton. Mrs.  Tripp  died  on  the  i6th  of  Febru- 
ary. 1903.  She  bore  her  husband  four  chil- 
dren. Charles  Edward  Tripp,  the  eldest,  was 
bom  in  the  family  home  in  Wellington  in  No- 
vember of  1846.  He  attended  the  Hummiston 
Military  School  at  Cleveland,  and  afterward 
joined  the  engineering  corps  of  the  Cleveland, 
Painesville  and  Ashtabula  Railroad  Company, 
now  the  Lake  Shore  road.  Subsequently  re- 
turning to  Wellington  he  was  for  a  few  years 
with  his  father  in  the  carriage  business,  later 
becoming  interested  in  the  Cleveland  Rolling 
Mill  with  the  Chisholm  brothers,  and  next, 
with  New  York  City  as  his  headquarters,  he 
traveled  throughout  the  Xew  England  states 
in  the  interests  of  the  Chisholm  industries. 
Xext  he  went  to  Chicago  as  the  representative 
of  the  French  Car  Spring  Company,  the  H.  P. 
Xail  Company  and  the  Page  Car  Wheel  Com- 
pany. He  conducted  an  office  in  that  city  until 
1892.  and  in  that  year  bought  an  interest  in 
the  Auditorium  Hotel  of  Chicago,  and  con- 
tinued as  the  manager  of  that  celebrated  hotel 
from  1892  until  1903,  returning  in  the  latter 
year  to  his  old  home  in  Wellington,  and  he  is 


Man\  die  s^^xwd  Kntr  chiX;  of  Kdw;M>i  iv.  *iKi 
AtiaHne  Tripfv  n»arri<vi  SiJNey  Venw  a  srJKhn- 
ate  of  v'^t^eriin  v.\^ks:e.  atxS  thev  K^^Je  in  Chi- 
ca^x  Adelaide,  the  third  chiM.  nurritvl  Wstvs 
Henxnway  and  rx^siies  in  Weilii^^tott.  Car- 
rie A.,  tlif  \x>ui>$:x^  ^"'t  the  wmuh\  aumevi 
Wi!lia:r^  R  \  ischer.  of  the  fimt  of  William 
\ls<4jer  &  Son^  aiKl  their  hoet>e  is  in  WelJi^^ 
to«. 

Browx. — Xumhert\i  a«x>n$:  the  st\trvh\  eiKT- 
^uc  and  successfxU  fantK^r^  of  l^^ke  cvHmtv 
are  Messrs  Alfrevi  I.,  and  Fixxkrick  Hx 
Brown,  of  CvMK\>rvl  townshi|\  wh\^  thv^rvHi^l^ly 
imders^tand  the  wx'atiiHi  which  thev  fv^lKnv  and 
are  enabled  u>  carr\  it  on  with  K^ih  |vrv>tii  and 
pleasure.  They  are  of  lKMK>revl  i^oneer  sKxHc^ 
their  grandfather,  lU>sea  IVown,  having  been 
one  of  the  original  settlers  of  CvMK\>r\l  tvnvu* 
ship. 

Elijah  Bn>wn,  their  father,  bon^  in  l^ake 
county,  was  reareil  to  agricultural  pursuits^ 
He  married  Margaret  Winchell,  wIk>  was  also 
bom  in  Lake  anmty,  a  daugluer  of  llar\Ty 
Winchell,  a  pioneer  settler.  In  1871  he  Nnight 
out  the  heirs  of  his  father^  estate*  and  U\*etl 
on  the  old  homestead,  carrving  on  jjeneral 
fanning  until  his  death  in  18^x4. 

.\lfred  L»  Hanvn  was  Umi  May  J5.  1^5^^ 
in  Geauga  county.  In  1881  he  niarriotl  Ivme* 
line  King,  a  daughter  i^f  Williain  King\  She 
was  brought  up  in  the  family  of  an  uncle. 
Cirandison  Searl,  with  wIk^iu  she  li\*eil  frvMU 
the  time  she  was  five  vears  old  until  her  n\ar« 
riage.  Their  only  child,  Bert  Bnnvn»  a  i>ainter 
by  trade,  living  in  Painesville,  C)hio»  married 
Gertrude  luningcr. 

Frederick  H.  Brown,  born  necember  8, 
1854,  in  Geauga  county,  C^hio,  married.  Febru- 
ary 8,  ii)00,  Abbic  lluntiH^n,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Abigail  Huntoi^n,  of  llampdcn» 
Geauga  county,  and  tbov  have  one  si^n,  Klijub, 
l)orn  in  i(X>2. 

Mrs.  Philip  Vohkr  was  in  her  maidonhood 
i.ucv  I.  Roth,  and  she  was  born  in  Wavne 
county,  Ohio,  Soptonibor  21).  1854,  a  daughter 
of  Reuben  and  Lydia  (  Haug.hiuaiO  Roth,  the 
father  from  Lancaster,  IVimsylvania,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  sturdv  and  thriftv  German 
race,  and  the  mother  was  from  Ohio,  although 
her  people  were  from  the  former  conunon- 
wealth.  Their  daughter  Lucy  received  her 
education  in  the  public  sciiools  in  the  vicinity 


1374 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


of  her  home  and  in  the  high  school  of  Doyles- 
town,  and  following  her  school  days  she  gave 
her  hand  in  marriage  to  Philip  N.  Yoder,  for 
many  years  a  prominent  and  well  known  resi- 
dent of  Medina  county.  He  was  a  native  born 
son  of  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  born  to 
John  and  Magdalena  (Nice)  Yoder,  and  he 
became  a  business  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  aggressive  and  energetic  in  commercial 
affairs.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Wadsworth  Salt  Company,  and  it  was  largely 
due  to  his  acumen  and  foresight  that  the  busi- 
ness of  this  corporation  developed  to  its 
splendid  proportions,  and  prior  to  this  he  had 
been  engaged  in  the  milling  business  and  in 
grain  buying.  He  served  as  a  member  of  the 
municipal  council  of  Wadsworth,  where  his 
opinions  were  valued  and  sustained,  and  he 
was  honored  and  revered  by  all  who  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  acquaintance.  Death  claimed 
him  on  October  20,  1904,  and  he  passed  to 
his  final  reward,  while  his  community  mourned 
the  loss  of  a  true  and  valued  citizen.  Two 
sons  were  born  to  Lucy  and  Philip  Yoder,  Oli- 
ver R.  and  Benjamin  R.,  and  the  younger  son 
is  now  residing  in  Wadsworth,  a  director  of  the 
Wadsworth  Salt  Company  and  the  active  man- 
ager of  the  office.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the 
high  school  of  Wadsworth  and  Eastman  Busi- 
ness College,  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  He 
married  Miss  Lillian  Huffman.  Mrs.  Yoder 
is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  church  and  of 
the  Woman's  Relief  Corps  in  Wadsworth. 

Oliver  R.  Yoder,  the  elder  son  of  Lucy  and 
Philip  Yoder,  a  young  man  of  the  highest 
promise,  was  called  from  this  life  at  the  age 
of  twentv-nine  years.  He  was  a  native  born 
son  of  Wadsworth,  where  he  received  his  edu- 
cational training,  a  graduate  of  its  high  school 
with  the  Class  of  1893,  and  he  also  graduated 
from  Eastman's  Business  College  at  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York,  in  the  spring  ot  1897. 
From  that  time  on  he  held  a  responsible  posi- 
tion with  the  Wadsworth  Salt  Company,  of 
which  he  was  an  officer,  and  he  was  held  in 
the  highest  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  had 
dealings.  He  was  received  into  the  Trinity 
Reformed  church  in  his  boyhood  and  became 
a  member  of  its  choir,  and  he  was  also  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  fraternal  order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  In  the  hearts  of  his  friends  and 
family  are  enshrined  many  pleasant  memories 
of  Oliver  R.  Yoder,  and  his  influence  for  good 
remains  with  those  who  knew  him. 

Abraham  Yoder,  a  brother  of  Philip  N. 
Yoder,  was  born  in  Upper  Hanover  township. 


Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania,  February 
13,  1834.  As  a  youth  of  sixteen  he  came  to 
Ohio  with  his  parents,  the  family  home  being 
established  near  Wadsworth  in  Medina  county, 
and  the  last  thirty-five  years  of  his  life  were 
spent  in  this  city,  where  he  died  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1908.  He  was  identified  with  both 
the  saw  and  planing  mill  business,  and  he  built 
the  splendid  residence  in  which  his  widow  now 
resides.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Ann  Ruth,  born  December  17,  i860,  to  Eli 
and  Anna  (Smith)  Ruth,  and  is  descended 
ffom  an  old  Pennsylvania  Dutch  family  from 
Hilltown  township  in  Bucks  county.  The  Ruth 
family  were  established  in  this  country  over 
260  years  ago. 

Arthur  Falkner  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  successful  agriculturists  of  Ridgeville 
township,  and  he  is  also  one  of  the  township's 
trustees.  He  was  born  in  Avon  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1868, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Mary  Ann  (Fox)  Falk- 
ner, both  of  whom  were  born  in  England.  The 
father,  born  at  Mosely,  in  Northamptonshire, 
in  January  of  1832,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  the  spring  of  1857,  and  afterward  made  his 
home  for  a  short  time  with  his  cousin,  W. 
Falkner,  at  Avon  Center,  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
He  was  married  there  in  i860  to  Mary  Ann 
Fox,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Fox,  the  keeper 
of  an  old-time  tavern,  th^  "Bullseye,''  at  Clip- 
stone,  Northamptonshire,  England.  Robert 
Falkner  came  to  this  country  almost  penniless, 
but  at  his  death  he  owned  an  estate  of  125 
acres  and  a  fine  large  stone  residence  one  mile 
south  of  Avon  Center.  He  died  on  the  29th 
of  October,  1897,  and  his  widow  survived  until 
the  3d  of  July,  1905,  both  dying  in  Avon  town- 
ship. They  were  also  married  in  that  town- 
ship, and  the  following  children  blessed  their 
union:  Martha,  who  married  Jasper  Henson 
and  is  living  in  Avon  township ;  Elizabeth,  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Fitch,  of  the  same  place ; 
Charles,  who  married  Fanny  Barrows,  de- 
ceased, and  he  was  killed  in  1891  by  a  fallings 
tree ;  Arthur,  the  subject  of  this  review ;  Julia, 
the  w^fe  of  George  Buck,  of  Avon  township; 
and  Emily,  who  married  Charles  Glendenning, 
and  they  are  living  at  Dover  in  Cuyahoga 
county. 

Arthur  Falkner  was  early  inured  to  the 
work  of  the  farm,  and  he  attended  in  his  early 
life  the  district  schools  of  Avon  and  Ridgeville 
townships  and  one  term  in  the  Cleveland  Busi- 
ness College.     On  leaving  the  school  room  he 
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farmed  with  his  father  for  a  year  in  Avon 
township,  and  in  the  following  spring  married 
and  moved  to  Ridgeville  township,  renting  for 
eight  years  afterward  the  old  Lewis  farm  of 
200  acres  and  other  lands.  While  attending 
the  Cleveland  Business  College  Mr.  Falkner 
worked  in  a  shoe  store  in  the  evening  and  Sat- 
urdays, thus  making  his  own  way.  In  the 
spring  of  1898  he  moved  to  the  Culver  farm, 
but  still  continued  to  work  the  Lewis  place  for 
two  more  years,  and  in  1894  he  bought  thirty- 
eight  acres  of  the  old  Laurel  Bebee  estate, 
while  in  1901  he  bought  the  old  Briner  farm 
of  sixty  acres.  In  1905  he  purchased  the  re- 
maining seventy-two  and  a  half  acres  of  the 
Bebee  place,  selling  the  Briner  farm  in  No- 
vember of  1909,  and  he  expects  to  make  the 
Bebee  farm  his  future  home.  Mr.  Falkner 
also  owns  city  property,  having,  in  1904  bought 
a  house  and  lot  at  383  Furnace  street,  Elyria, 
and  in  1907  he  bought  residence  property  at 
224  Furnace  street,  and  in  1908  another  house 
and  two  lots  at  iii  Hillsdale  court. 

On  the  25th  of  March,  1891,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Belle  Daley,  who  was  born  in 
Avon  township  on  the  8th  of  December,  1867, 
and  they  have  the  following  children :  Charles 
Robert,  who  was  born  February  25,  1892,  and 
is  now  attending  the  Elyria  Business  College ; 
Helen  Doris,  who  was  born  December  28, 
1893,  ^"^  ^s  now  in  her  junior  year  in  the 
Elyria  high  school ;  Glenn  Walter,  who  was 
born  August  20,  1895,  ^"d  is  in  his  first  year 
in  the  Elyria  high  school ;  and  Zelma  Frances, 
born  May  i,  1903,  attending  the  Ridgeville 
Centre  school.  In  1907  Mr.  Falkner  was 
elected  by  the  Republican  party  as  a  trustee 
of  Ridgeville  township,  and  in  1909  he  was  re- 
turned to  that  office.  During  a  number  of 
vears  he  served  as  the  treasurer  of  the  Farm- 
ers'  Mutual  Home  Insurance  Company. 

Marius  H.  Heighton,  proprietor  of  the 
widely  known  Pippin  Lake  Fruit  Farm  in 
Franklin  township,  Portage  county,  both  in  his 
own  person  and  in  his  family  connections, 
stands  for  as  fine  and  substantial  a  strain  of 
pioneer  blood  as  can  be  found  in  this  section 
of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  a  native  of 
Edinburg  township,  this  county,  born  on  the 
14th  of  June,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and 
Olive  (Case)  Heighton,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  native  of  Northamptonshire,  Engjand, 
and  the  latter  of  Rootstown  township,  Portage 
county,  of  which  her  family  constituted  very 
early    pioneers.      The    paternal    grandparents 


were  Thomas  and  Ann  (Goodess)  Heighton 
and  the  maternal  ancestors  of  the  same  genera- 
tion, Ariel  L.  and  Minerva  (Colton)  Case. 
Ariel  L.  Case  was  born  in  Tolland  county, 
Connecticut,  in  July,  1804,  and  was  the  son  of 
Ariel  Case^  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
181 2,  and  while  thus  serving  had  the  honor  of 
going  to  the  defense  of  Detroit  against  the 
British.  Ariel  L.  located  on  a  tract  of  timber 
land  in  Rootstown  township  as  early  as  1808. 
He  resided  with  his  grandson,  Marius  H. 
Heighton,  from  1878  to  1879  ^^d  afterward, 
until  his  death,  made  his  home  with  Joseph 
Heighton,  the  father  of  the  latter.  In  183 1 
the  paternal  grandfather  located  at  Newgar- 
den,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years 
prior  to  his  settlement  in  Edinburg  township. 
He  there  followed  his  trade  as  a  blacksmith 
for  many  years.  Both  before  and  during  the 
Civil  war  his  son  Joseph  was  a  widely  known 
Abolitionist;  and  an  industrious  and  bold  op- 
erator of  an  Underground  Railway  in  the 
Western  Reserve.  After  their  marriage  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Joseph  Heighton,  the  parents  of 
Marius  H.,  settled  in  Edinburg  township,  on 
the  paternal  farm.  In  1862  they  moved  to 
Rootstown  township,  where  they  remained 
until  April  8,  1863,  when  the  husband  pur- 
chased a  farm  on  the  shores  of  Pippin  Lake, 
Franklin  township,  and  during  the  succeeding 
sixteen  years  devoted  it  chiefly  to  fruit  raising. 
In  1879  ^^  bought  a  farm  and  homestead  one 
mile  east  of  Kent,  where  both  he  and  his  wife 
spent  their  last  years — the  former  dying  Au- 
gust II,  1908,  and  the  latter,  June  9,  1907. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Heighton  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following:  Marius  H.,  of  this 
sketch;  Ann,  who  became  Mrs.  Nelson  E. 
Olin,  of  Kent;  Parker,  who  is  a  resident  of 
Brimfield  township ;  and  L.  B.  Heighton,  who 
died  in  1901,  aged  forty  years. 

M.  H.  Heighton  was  in  his  fourteenth  year 
when  his  parents,  with  their  family,  moved  to 
the  beautiful  farm  on  Pippin  Lake,  and  he  has 
had  the  good  fortune  to  reside  upon  it  ever 
since.  In  1879  he  purchased  the  property, 
which  he  has  developed  into  one  of  the  finest 
horticultural  estates  in  the  Western  Reserve. 
At  different  times  he  has  added  to  the  place, 
until  the  farm  now  embraces  140  acres,  twenty 
acres  of  which  is  planted  to  apples,  eight  acres 
to  pears  and  two  acres  to  peaches.  As  indi- 
cated by  its  title,  the  Pippin  Lake  Fruit  Farm 
is  chiefly  devoted  to  horticulture,  but  certain 
tracts  are.  also  given  up  to  general  farming 
and  the  raising  of  beef  cattle.     As  a  home- 
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stead,  also,  the  place  bears  every  evidence  of 
comfort  and  good  taste.  On  January  i,  1879, 
Mr.  Heighton  married  Miss  Ida  Hubbard,  who 
was  born  June  16,  1855,  daughter  of  John  and 
Rebecca  (Bergin)  Hubbard — the  former  being 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. Their  four  children — Helen,  Ralph  B., 
M.  Herbert  and  Robert  IngersoU  Heighton — 
are  all  living  at  home,  the  sons  assisting  their 
father  in  the  conduct  of  the  farm. 

Marie  (Greenleaf)  Barclay  was  born 
August  27,  1820,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Tillie 
and  Mary  (Spofford)  Greenleaf,  both  natives 
of  New  York.  They  came  from  Augusta, 
Oneida  county.  New  York,  by  rail  and  canal, 
and  settled  in  Charlestown,  where  they  pur- 
chased over  100  acres.  They  were  parents  of 
fifteen  children,  five  sons  and  ten  daughters, 
of  whom  Marie  is  the  only  one  surviving. 

Marie  Greenleaf  taught  in  district  and  pri- 
vate schools  seven  terms,  and  after  her  mar- 
riage removed  with  her  husband  to  Edinburg. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  Charlestown. 

September  7,  1848,  Marie  Greenleaf  mar- 
ried George  W.  Barclay,  and  they  settled  on 
a  farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  which  they  have  since 
increased  to  112  acres.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  infancy ;  the  other, 
Heriott,  married  Thomas  Owen,  of  Edinburg. 

Charles  D.  Ainger,  an  attorney  at  law  and 
a  notary  public  in  Andover,  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  annals  of  Ashtabula  county  from 
an  early  epoch  in  its  history,  and  he  has  at- 
tained prominence  here  as  a  lawyer,  farmer, 
business  man  and  citizen.  Born  in  Perry  town- 
ship, Genesee  county,  New  York,  November 
II,  1825,  he  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Anna 
(Mann)  Ainger,  and  a  grandson  on  the  pater- 
nal side  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  Jesse  Ain- 
ger, Sr.,  from  New  Hampshire.  He  served 
through  the  entire  period  of  the  struggle  for 
American  independence,  a  part  of  the  time 
being  under  the  direct  command  of  Washing- 
ton, and  died  in  Sutton,  Caledonia  county, 
Vermont,  at  an  advanced  age,  surviving  his 
wife. 

Jesse  Ainger,  his  son,  went  to  New  York 
as  a  young  man  before  the  war  of  1812,  and 
served  in  that  conflict,  and  after  his  marriage 
he  lived  in  Genesee  count)'  and  followed  me- 
chanical pursuits.  In  1831,  with  his  wife,  he 
made  the  journey  to  Ohio  in  a  covered  wagon, 
and  they  took  up  their  abode  in  Wayne  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  but  in  1832  moved  to 


Andover  township,  locating  north  of  West 
Andover,  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town- 
ship. There  Jesse  Ainger  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  and  died,  and  the  unimproved  land 
where  he  had  located  so  many  years  before  he 
transformed  into  one  of  the  most  valuable  and 
highly  cultivated  farms  of  the  township,  its 
boundaries  embracing  300  acres.  He  died  in 
the  year  of  1863,  when  seventy-four  years  of 
age,  and  after  his  death  his  widow  lived  with 
her  son  Charles  until  her  death  on  her  nine- 
tieth birthday.  Jesse  Ainger  served  in  many 
of  the  township  offices,  and  he  brought  from 
New  York  the  first  matched  team  of  horses 
ever  in  Andover,  and  this  proved  an  impetus 
for  the  raising  of  good  stock  in  this  commu- 
nity. In  the  family  of  these  revered  pioneers 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  eldest^ 
William  W.  Ainger,  became  a  practicing  at- 
torney at  Chagrin  Falls,  Geauga  county,  Ohio. 
At  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  he  raised  a 
company  and  was  made  its  captain,  and  he 
died  from  exposure  caused  by  his  war  serv- 
ice when  he  was  forty-five  years  of  age.  He 
had  served  in  an  Ohio  regiment  during  the 
Mexican  war  as  a  lieutenant.  Maryett  P.,  the 
only  daughter,  married  John  Mann,  Jr.,  a  cat- 
tle dealer  and  breeder  and  also  a  real  estate 
dealer,  a  wealthy  man.  She  died  at  W'arren, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  George 
W.  Ainger  became  a  veterinary  surgeon  in 
Cleveland,  and  died  in  that  city  at  the  age  of 
about  forty  years. 

Charles  D.  Ainger,  the  only  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  family,  remained  in  the  parental 
home  until  twenty  years  of  age,  receiving  his 
education  in  Grand  River  Institute*  then  a 
manual  labor  school,  studying  there  under  the 
preceptors  Tenney,  Smith  and  Walker  from 
1840  until  1844.  In  the  fall  of  1844  he  went 
to  Bellevue  in  Huron  county,  but  a  few  months 
later  returned  to  the  old  home  farm,  and  at 
the  opening  of  the  Civil  war  engaged  in  buy- 
ing and  shipping  horses  for  the  armies,  con- 
tinuing in  that  occupation  throughout  the  con- 
flict. Some  time  after  this  he  was  admitted 
to  the  bar,  and  he  has  practiced  his  profession 
for  fifty  years  or  more,  and  during  the  same 
period  has  been  a  notary  public.  Andover  has 
been  his  home  since  leaving  the  farm,  and  he 
has  enjoyed  an  extended  law  practice  here  and 
in  the  surrounding  country.  He  also  had  the 
honor  of  assisting  to  organize  the  Republican 
party  here,  and  was  also  prominent  in  the 
underground  railroad  institution  during  the 
period  of  the  war.    He  was  an  intimate  friend 
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of  the  celebrated  John  Brown,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Black  String  Society  organized  to 
protect  that  gentleman  from  the  United  States 
marshal.  Although  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
Mr.  Ainger  has  never  sought  office,  preferring 
instead  to  give  his  time  to  his  professional 
work  and  to  his  farming,  owning  at  the  present 
time  from  seven  to  eight  hundred  acres  of 
land,  which  he  rents.  For  some  years  past  he 
has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  raising  of 
fine  stock,  and  his  finely  matched  carriage 
horses  have  won  many  premiums  at  the  fairs. 
He 'assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  at  Jefferson,  and  in  many  ways 
is  identified  with  the  business  life  of  Ashtabula 
county. 

On  the  ist  of  June,  1846,  he  was  married  to 
Almira  Brainard,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Brainard. 
of  Fremont,  Ohio,  and  she  died  nineteen  years 
later,  in  the  fall  of  1865.  The  six  children  of 
this  union  are:  Florence  I.,  the  wife  of  W.  J. 
Lawyer,  on  her  father's  farm  at  Leon ;  Marlea 
O.,  the  wife  of  Chauncy  J.  Cornwell,  of  Ando- 
ver;  Ida  M.,  the  wife  of  William  Gape,  of 
Ashtabula ;  Catherine,  wife  of  James  Paden,  of 
Oil  City,  Pennsylvania ;  Charles  E.,  the  post- 
master at  Andover ;  and  Jesse  Brainard,  a  pho- 
tographer at  Youngstown.  On  the  29th  of 
September,  1869,  Mr.  Ainger  wedded  Myra 
Barber,  from  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Carlos  D.  Ainger,  Jr.,  an 
attorney  at  law  in  Cleveland.  Charles  D.  Ain- 
ger was  made  a  Mason  at  Meadville,  Penn- 
sylvania, nearly  sixty  years  ago.  He  was  for- 
merly a  member  of  the  Templars  of  Honor  and 
the  Good  Templars,  and  has  done  much  cor- 
respondence for  newspapers.  He  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  attending  the  unveiling  of  the  monu- 
ment erected  to  the  memory  of  Commodore 
i^erry  fifty  years  ago,  and  at  about*  the  same 
time  visited  the  Crystal  Palace  Exposition  in 
New  York  City.  He  also  attended  the  first  fair 
held  in  Minnesota,  and  the  name  of  Charles  D. 
Ainger  is  ineflPaceably  traced  in  the  history  of 
Ashtabula  county  and  figures  on  the  pages 
which  records  the  principal  events  from  the 
early  days  down  to  the  present  time. 

WiLXJAM  A.  Blair. — The  late  William  A. 
Blair,  who  spent  the  larger  part  of  his  long 
and  useful  life  within  the  boundaries  of  Lake 
county,  occupied  a  foremost  position  among 
its  worthy  and  respected  citizens,  and  from  his 
early  manhood  was  conspicuously  identified 
with  its  best  interests,  generously  using  his  in- 
fluence to  promote  the  public  w^elfare.    Of  sub- 


stantial New  England  ancestry,  he  was  born 
January  13,  1815,  in  Ware,  Massachusetts,  and 
at  the  age  of  three  years  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Ohio.  After  attaining  his  majority, 
he  was  associated  with  his  father  and  brother 
in  business  in  Painesville,  being  a  member  of 
the  Geauga  Iron  Company,  with  which  he  was 
connected  until  1849. 

In  1840  Mr.  Blair  bought  the  present  Blair 
homestead  property  in  Perry  township,  located 
five  miles  east  of  Painesville,  on  which  the 
old  Railroad  Furnace,  built  by  Thorndyke  & 
Drury  at  the  same  time  that  the  Geauga  fur- 
nace was  erected  in  Painesville,  formerly  stood. 
The  coal  shed  was  situated  on  the  top  of  the 
hill,  near  where  the  present  Blair  residence 
stands,  the  furnace  being  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill.  A  double  track  railway  connected  the 
two,  and  the  cars  were  operated  by  a  cable,  one 
car  ascending  the  hill  as  another  came  down. 
It  was  a  blast  furnace,  using  bog  ore,  which 
was  found  on  the  lake  shore  many  miles  away. 
Remains  of  the  old  stacks  are  still  standing, 
although  the  furnace  was  sold  before  Mr. 
Blair  bought  the  land.  His  farm  contained 
200  acres  when  he  bought  it,  extending  to  the 
south  side  of  the  Grand  river.  At  the  end  of 
four  years  Mr.  Blair  was  elected  county  audi- 
tor, and  removed  with  his  family  to  Paines- 
ville. At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service, 
he  returned  to  the  farm,  and  was  here  engaged 
in  farming,  and  at  the  same  time  operated  the 
saw  mill  standing  on  the  place  until  the  spring 
of  1856,  when  he  gave  up  milling.  He  met 
with  success  in  his  agricultural  labors,  and  was 
prominent  in  public  affairs,  serving  as  justice 
of  the  peace  for  nearly  a  score  of  years.  In 
1886,  retiring  from  active  business,  Mr.  Blair 
returned  to  Painesville,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death,  June  i,  1897. 

Mr.  Blair  was  twice  married.  He  married 
first,  in  1 84 1,  Mary  Ladd,  a  daughter  of  Jedu- 
than  Ladd,  of  Kirtland,  Ohio.  She  died  Octo- 
ber 22,  1843,  leaving  no  children.  He  mar- 
ried second,  December  18,  1845,  Julia  Beard, 
a  daughter  of  Captain  James  Beard.  She  was 
born  July  2,  1816,  at  Black  Rock,  near  Buf- 
falo, New  York,  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  1823,  a  child  of  seven 
years.  Captain  Beard  was  born  and  bred  in 
Connecticut,  and  was  there  for  a  time  engaged 
in  seafaring  pursuits,  sailing  as  master  of  a 
vessel.  During  the  war  of  1812  he  was  lo- 
cated in  Buffalo,  and  his  house  was  burned 
by  the  British.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Paines- 
ville, Ohio,  in  1824,  of  consumption.    Captain 
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Beard  first  visited  Ohio  in  1796,  coming  here 
with  the  surveying  party  that  surveyed  the 
Western  Reserve.  The  captain  married  Har- 
riet Wolcott,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  was  a  niece  of  the  first  Governor  Wolcott 
of  that  state.  Captain  Beard  had  command  of 
a  lake  steamer  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
and  in  Chicago,  while  on  their  bridal  trip,  they 
visited  Fort  Dearborn,  Mrs.  Beard  being  the 
first  white  woman  ever  in  the  fort.  She  sur- 
vived .her  husband  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, passing  away  February  9,  1876,  aged 
eighty-seven  years.  Mrs.  Julia  (Beard)  Blair 
died  on  the  home  farm,  in  Perry  township, 
February  19,  1881.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Blair  be- 
came the  parents  of  seven  children, .  namely : 
Harriet,  residing  with  her  brother  Harry  on 
the  old  home  farm;  Frederick  died  in  May, 
1908,  aged  fifty-seven  years,  having  lived  in 
the  west,  either  in  Kansas  or  Colorado,  since 
early  manhood ;  Robert  lives  in  Kansas ;  Cath- 
erine, at  home;  Harry,  who  has  spent  two 
years  in  the  west,  now  operates  the  homestead 
property ;  and  Margaret,  an  artist,  is  connected 
with  the  Ceramic  department  of  the  Cleveland 
School  of  Arts;  Caroline,  the  third  child  in 
succession  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of  J.  H.  Tyler, 
of  Perry  township.  Catherine  Blair  went  to 
Calcutta,  India,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Women's  Foreign  Missionary  Society,  in  1888, 
and  with  the  exception  of  three  years  spent 
at  home  on  a  vacation,  remained  there  as  a 
missionary  for  twenty  years,  returning  to  Ohio 
in  1908.  Her  work  was  largely  literary,  being 
employed  in  editing  church  papers,  young  peo- 
ple's papers,  and  papers  that  went  to  the  homes 
of  the  natives.  She  also  had  charge  of  a  school 
in  Tamluk,  of  which  she  was  the  only  white 
inhabitant,  the  village  being  fifty  miles  from 
Calcutta,  and  she  was  superintendent  of  the 
women's  work. 

Dell  Johnson. — Prominent  among  the  best 
known  and  most  respected  citizens  of  Elyria 
township,  Lorain  county,  is  Dell  Johnson,  who 
is  contributing  his  full  share  towards  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  his  energy  and  enterprise 
making  him  an  important  factor  in  advancing 
the  leading  interests  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was 
born  March  27,  1850,  in  Rome,  Richland 
county,  a  son  of  the  late  John  H.  Johnson. 
His  paternal  grandfather,  James  Johnson,  was 
born  May  6,  1785,  in  Ireland.  Coming  to  the 
United  States  when  a  young  man,  he  subse- 


quently settled  in  Venango  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, becoming  owner  of  a  farm  of  200  acres, 
upon  which  oil  was  afterwards  found.  He 
married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Sutley)  Cousins,  a 
widow,  whose  birth  occurred  April  5,  1791. 
Of  their  union  five  children  were  born,  namely : 
John  H.,  Sarah  R.,  Robert  H.,  Harrison  R. 
and  Hugh. 

Born  August*  1 1,  1815,  in  Canal  township, 
Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  John  H.  John- 
son there  grew  to  manhood,  and  as  a  youth 
learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  Locating 
in  Warren,  Pennsylvania,  in  1841,  he  remained 
there  until  June,  1845,  when  he  bought  land 
in  Blooming  Grove  township,  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  erected  a  shop  and  engaged  in  black- 
smithing.  He  subsequently  purchased  a  farm 
in  Ripley  township,  same  county,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  managing  his  estate  followed  his  trade 
for  several  years.  He  afterwards  lived  for  a 
while  in  Greenwich  township,  Huron  county, 
moving  from  there,  in  i860,  to  Brighton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  years,  passing  away  February  25, 
1864.  He  married,  in  Warren,  Pennsylvania, 
Elizabeth  P.  Snyder,  who  was  born  June  i, 
1823,  at  Penn  Yan,  Yates  county,  New  York, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza  (Pierce)  Sny- 
der, natives  of  New  York  state.  She  still  oc- 
cupies the  old  homestead  in  Brighton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  being  a  woman  of  vener- 
able years. 

Dell  Johnson  was  brought  up  on  the  home 
farm,  acquiring,  his  early  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  Beginning  life  for  himself  after 
his  marriage,  he  was  for  four  years  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  near  Freeport,  Wood 
county,  Ohio.  Returning  then*  to  Brighton 
township  in  1878,  he  was  for  three  years  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  general  farming  and 
dairying.  Purchasing  then  a  factory,  Mr. 
Johnson  carried  on  an  extensive  and  successful 
business  as  a  manufacturer  of  cheese  and  but- 
ter for  thirteen  years,  building  up  a  good  repu- 
tation for  his  dairy  products,  and  a  fine  trade. 
Accepting  the  appointment  of  superintendent 
of  the  Lorain  County  Infirmary  in  November, 
1893,  he  had  charge  of  the  institution  for  four- 
teen years  and  seven  months,  during  which 
long  period  of  continuous  service  he  per- 
formed the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with 
ability  and  fidelity.  Soon  after  resigning  his 
position  Mr.  Johnson  purchased  the  north  half 
of  the  Worthington  farm,  which  is  advan- 
tageously located  at  stop  number  five  on  the 
Green   Line  cars,   on   Lake  avenue,  and  has 
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since  platted  ibc  csCariL  He  carrtriiestd.  in 
Mardi,  1908.  a  bi=i5=cii3t  rci2£3Lk*ir-ccca§e, 
fitted  niih  aH  rDC»5erz  i-tjgCTenrr^^  Ca  tiie 
fortr  bons*  kc?  mi3c±:  bt  'ss^z  -cd.  be  has  a!- 


rcadx  sold  mare 


have 


been  fiodj  mcTCTed  ar>c  f crc  qria-  a  TTTiag-e.. 
On  Maj  5a  i^-;^  Mr.  Tctescm  nxamed 
Jnlia  A.  Emmcais,  -mho  was  been  in  Hmniiig- 
ton  tcypmsiip,  Lcirain  counrr,  Obki*  Febraaiy 
6,  1856,  a  daughter  ti  Tosima  and  Jnlia  «  Tay- 
lor )  Emmcois,  uaiivcs  respcctintiT  of  Tresrem 
Pennsyhrania  and  of  Portage  ccfnnry.  Obio, 
Her  parents  were  rnarried  abont  1S55,  in  Port- 
age connty,  Ohio,  and  subseqnently  remored 
to  Lorain  conntr,  wbere  tbe  dcatb  of  Mrs, 
Ennnoas  occtirred  in  1886,  aiKi  that  of  Mr, 
Emmons  in  1895.  Of  the  two  children  bom 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  but  one  is  living, 
namelv:  Pearl  Marinda,  wife  of  Chester  F, 
Nichols,  Jr.,  and  she  resides  near  her  parents. 
The  yonngier  daughter,  Lillian  Aitianda,  died 
September  i,  1908,  aged  thirt>-  years.  She 
married  ]^farce  P.  Cromling  and  left  one  son, 
I>ell  F.  Fraternally  Mr.  Johnson  is  identified 
by  membership  with  the  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masc«is,  haN-ing  been  made  a  Master 
Mason  at  Wellington,  but  he  is  now  affiliating 
with  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A,  M„ 
and  is  a  member  of  Marshall  Chapter,  R.  A.  ^L 

Ambrose  Elbridge  Kelley.  for  many  years 
a  leading  farmer  and  citizen  of  Geneva  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  is  one  of  the  few  sur- 
viving California  miners  of  the  early  fifties. 
It  stands  to  reason  that  those  young  men  who 
undertook  the  long  and  arduous  journey  west- 
ward, more  than  half  a  century  ago,  were  of 
the  enterprising,  hardy  breed,  and  ilr.  Kelley, 
although  now  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  still 
proves  himself  in  possession  of  those  qualities. 
A  native  of  Geneva  township,  he  was  W^vw  on 
the  Xorth  Ridge  February  3,  1834,  and  was 
the  eldest  of  fourteen  children  born  to  David 
Hanford  Kellev.  His  father  was  a  son  of  the 
Granite  state,  born  at  Elbridge  to  John  and 
Ellen  (Page)  Kelley,  the  former  being  a  Revo- 
lutionary soldier  whose  services  gained  him  a 
land  claim  in  the  west.  Late  in  life  he  moved 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  where  he  died  at  an 
advanced  age.  David  H.,  the  son,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  the  tanner's  trade  when  quite  a 
small  boy,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age 
bought  his  time  of  a  Mr.  Merrick,  a  Cicncva 
tanner.  With  a  single  cent  in  his  pocket,  he 
commenced  an  independent  business,  and,  with 


ccinrage  and  ccmidcDce,  at  his  majority  had 
earned  his  nnaucial  frciedom,  aaid  ihcreafwr. 
for  a  mimbcr  of  years,  continued  in  the  tan- 
ning bBBSiiDes&.  Tbe  oM  tanneiy*  in  whidi  he 
thus  started  his  career  sTocd  on  or  near  the 
Saybrock  lownship  line,  Ahc^tber  he  was 
engagied  in  the  same  line  for  nearly  a  quarter 
of  a  centary,  and  only  abandon«^d  it  with  the 
shnTtiT^  doira  of  the  tanneiy.  He  then  pur- 
chased sonie  400  acres  of  land  cx>veT^  with 
Timber  and  nearly  in  a  body,  and  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life  in  the  clearing  and  ini- 
proven>ent  of  his  pn^perry.  The  last  fifteen 
years  of  his  life  were  spent  at  C^enex-a,  in  par- 
tial retiren")ent.  He  di>-ideil  h:s  large  landed 
estate  equally  anH>ng  his  children,  and  died  a 
successful,  conscientious  and  honored  citizen, 
at  die  \-enerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years. 
The  house  now  occupied  by  his  youngest  son, 
H.  S.  Kelley,  in  Saybnx>k  \ownship,  was 
erected  in  1845,  ^^  brick  of  which  it  was  con- 
structed being  made  on  the  farm.  The  de- 
ceased was  a  leading  promoter  of  some  of  the 
most  substantial  of  the  earlv  institutions  of  the 
township,  being  one  of  the  original  directors  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Geneva,  and  as- 
sisted in  the  organization  of  several  of  its  fac- 
tories. In  politics  he  was  a  Wliig  and  a  Re- 
publican, a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  an  able,  nx>ral  man,  who 
became  a  leader  in  the  connnunity,  although  he 
never  thrtist  himself  into  public  prominence. 
He  was  twice  married  and  became  the  father 
of  fourteen  children.  His  first  wife  was  Lucy 
Ann  Webster,  daughter  of  Xorman  Webster, 
and  the  four  of  the  seven  children  who  reached 
maturity  were  Ambrose,  of  this  sketch :  Jesse 
Page  Kelley,  a  Geneva  dentist,  who  died  in 
nx>^,  and  whose  son.  Jay  Kelley,  is  a  memlKr 
of  the  same  profession  there:  Ruth  .\nn, 
widow  of  C").  R.  Higley  and  a  resident  of  Rattle 
Creek,  Michigan:  and  Kllen  lAUiisa,  who  mar- 
ried Cicorge  (Mmstead,  a  citizen  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  David  Kolloy's  second  wife  was  Miss 
Maria  Simonds.  daughter  of  IViscilla  Stetson 
Simonds,  one  oi  the  grand  pioneer  mothers  of 
the  Reserve,  v^he  survived  her  husband  two 
years,  becoming  the  mother  of  the  following: 
David  Edward,  who  is  a  dentist  practicing  at 
Ashtabula:  Lucy,  who  died  as  the  wife  of 
Stiles  Dodge:  Mary  M.,  who  married  Henry 
Johnson,  a  resident  of  Saybrook:  Cvnthia,  now 
Mrs.  William  Morgan,  of  Gci  ^'ho 

became  the  wife  of  Warrc  I 

sunerintendent  of  the  Hoe 
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of  Cleveland,  and  Eva,  who  is  Mrs.  Charles 
Hurd,  wife  of  a  Cleveland  dentist. 

Ambrose  Kelley,  of  this  sketch,  was  edu- 
cated and  reared  in  Geneva  township,  being  a 
student  at  Jericho  Seminary,  a  penmanship 
school  conducted  by  Piatt  R.  Spencer,  and 
working,  in  the  old  tannery  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  then  taken 
with  a  severe  attack  of  the  California  gold 
fever,  and  started  for  the  Pacific  coast  by  way 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama.  His  experience 
of  several  years  in  that  country  was  invalua- 
ble and  varied,  as  it  did  not  consist  of  the  mo- 
notonous digging  for  gold,  although  he  spent 
his  winters  in  the  mines.  The  other  months 
of  the  year  he  spent  in  teaming  over  the  bierra 
Nevada  mountains  with  four  yoke  of  oxen,  his 
principal  freight  being  timber  and  hay.  Thus 
he  became  thoroughly  innured  to  hard  work 
and  his  business  wits  were  sharpened. 

On  November  8,  1859,  Mr.  Kelley  married 
Miss  Phebe  Chamberlain,  of  Ashtabula,  daugh- 
ter of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Faulkner)  Cham- 
berlain. Her  father  was  a  native  of  New 
Yor1<  and  her  mother  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
latter  coming  to  Ohio  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
with  her  parents,  Timothy  and  Sarah  Faulk- 
ner. About  1856  the  Chamberlain  family 
moved  from  Ashtabula  to  Iowa,  and  Ambrose 
Kelley,  who  had  formed  an  attachment  to  the 
daughter,  Phebe,  followed  and  married  the 
woman  of  his  choice,  as  stated.  As  she  was  the 
only  child,  her  parents  returned  to  Ohio  after 
the  marriage,  both  dying  in  Ashtabula  county 
— the  father  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  and  the 
mother  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one. 

Ambrose  Kelley  had  a  good  and  generous 
father,  who  presented  each  of  his  children  with 
$1,800,  and  his  landed  possessions  were  di- 
vided among  his  children  equally.  Ambrose 
Kelley  now  has  135.79  acres,  and  eventually 
improved  and  organized  one  of  the  best  coun- 
try places  in  the  county.  As  a  Republican  and 
an  earnest  and  able  citizen,  he  has  also  largely 
participated  in  the  politics  and  government  of 
the  township,  having  served  as  a  delegate  to 
many  of  the  county  conventions  and  as  trustee. 
He  is  also  a  leading  Congregationalist,  and  his 
wife  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Sunday 
school.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ambrose  E.  Kelley  have 
four  children :  Page,  who  is  an  employe  in  the 
Hoe  and  Fork  factory  at  Ashtabula:  Albert, 
who  operates  the  home  farm ;  Harry,  a  car- 
penter, who  lives  in  the  old  homestead,  and 
Fannie,  who  is  married  to  Walter  Andrus,  a 
Saybrook  township  farmer. 


Robert  Reed. — Three  generations  of  the 
Reed  family  have  been  strong  promoter?  of 
the  industrial  and  business  interests  of  Kent, 
Portage  county,  and  prominence  in  these  fields 
has  brought  them,  more  or  less,  into  the  public 
service  of  the  city.  Robert  Reed,  of  this 
sketch,  is  at  the  head  of  the  oldest  grocery 
business  in  the  county  and  has  served  both  as 
city  clerk  and  as  a  member  of  the  library 
board,  being  now  identified  with  the  latter 
body.  Born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1858,  Mr. 
Reed  is  a  son  of  William  and  Marv  Electa 
(Day)  Reed,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
Franklin  township.  His  grandfathers  on  both 
sides  were  John  Reed  of  West  Virginia,  and 
Captain  Jacob  Day  of  Massachusetts.  The 
latter  held  a  command  in  the  war  of  181 2,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  early  pioneers  to  settle  at 
Lake  Brady,  the  reservoir  of  the  old  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio  canals.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Spears  and  he  and  his  wife  settled  at  Franklin 
Alills,  for  many  years  conducting  the  old  Cuy- 
ahoga House,  the  first  hotel  at  Kent.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  both  died  there  at  the  age 
of  eighty-five  years.  John  Reed,  the  paternal 
grandfather,  with  his  family,  was  also  an  early 
settler  at  Franklin  Mills  and  owned  farming 
land  two  miles  and  a  half  northwest  of  Kent, 
where  he  died  at  about  eighty  years  of  age. 
His  wife  survived  him  some  years,  spending 
her  last  days  at  Elkhart,  Indiana.  Mr.  Reed's 
parents  were  married  in  Kent,  and  his  father 
died  there  in  September,  1886,  after  having 
been  engaged  in  various  important  carpenter 
work  in  connection  with  the  Erie  Railroad. 
He  was,  in  fact,  one  of  the  most  expert  and 
best  known  men  of  his  trade,  and  for  many 
years  served  as  superintendent  of  bridge  con- 
struction for  the  Mahoning  division  of  that 
line,  extending  from  Cleveland  to  Pittsburg. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  foremen  in  the  erection 
of  the  railroad  shops  at  Kent,  but  spent  the 
later  years  of  his  life  in  retirement.  His  widow 
still  resides  at  Kent,  aged  eighty-six  years. 
William  Reed,  the  father,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin township  May  30,  1823.  His  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  married  December  6,  1845,  was  for- 
merly Mary  Electa  Day,  was  born  in  Franklin 
township,  near  Lake  Brady,  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1823,  and  was  therefore  about  four 
months  her  husband's  senior.  Besides  Robert, 
the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William 
Reed  were  as  follows:  \\\  D.,  now  a  resident 
of  DeForrest,  Ohio:  Roland,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  six  years:  Charles,  who  lives  at  Kent, 
Ohio ;  Nellie,  who  resides  with  her  mother ; 
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John  W.,  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and 
Frank  J.,  of  Huntington,  Indiana. 

Robert,  who  is  the  fourth  child  in  the  fam- 
ily, completed  his  district  schooling  at  the  age 
of  fourteen,  and  then  commenced  work  in  a 
grocery  store.  He  was  an  employe  until  1883, 
when  he  associated  himself  with  Frederick 
Foote  in  the  establishment  of  a  general  busi- 
ness in  that  line.  In  1899  he  purchased  his 
partner's  interest,  and  now  has  the  oldest,  as 
well  as  one  of  the  leading  groceries  in  Portage 
county.  He  is  most  favorably  known  both  for 
his  mercantile  ability  and  his  useful  municipal 
service,  and  in  Masonry  has  advanced  to  the 
Akron  Commandery,  through  Blue  Lodge  No. 
316,  and  Ravenna  Chapter.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat  of  the  firmest  kind. 

In  October,  1887,  Mr.  Reed  married  Miss 
Hattie  M.  Thomas,  born  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  daughter  of  Charles  and  Harriet  ( Sturde- 
vant)  Thomas,  natives  respectively  of  Con- 
necticut and  Shalersville  township,  Portage 
county.  The  father  was  of  the  firm  of  The 
Arnold  Wooden  Ware  Company,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  his  death  occurred  in  1878.  The 
two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Reed 
were  Harriet  L.,  who  married  James  S.  Green, 
of  Kent,  and  Robert  D.,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  grocery  business. 

James  Clyde  Knowlton  occupies  a  pro- 
ductive and  valuable  farm  of  164  acres,  about 
half  a  mile  east  of  Nelson  Center,  Portage 
county,  which  was  purchased  and  cleared  by 
his  grandfather  when,  as  a  young  man,  the 
latter  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  pioneer  mentioned,  James 
Knowlton,  was  a  native  of  Blanford,  Massa- 
chusetts, born  on  the  21st  of  February,  1793. 
On  October  29,  1835,  he  married  Miss  Isabell 
Nicholson,  who  bore  him  three  children.  Both 
parents  died  and  are  buried  in  Nelson,  the 
grandfather  having  passed  away  March  24, 
1867.  It  n^^y  2i^so  be  stated  that  the  great- 
grandfather of  James  C,  Jared  Knowlton,  was 
a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Jared  Benjamin  Knowlton,  the  father,  was 
bom  on  the  homestead  now  occupied  by  James 
C,  his  son,  on  February  21,  1844.  He  was  a 
lifelong  farmer  and  died  September  7,  1907. 
The  elder  Mr.  Knowlton  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried— first,  to  Miss  Mary  McCall,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Sherwood)  McCall,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  in  Nelson  township  May 
18,  1865.  Mrs.  Mary  Knowlton  died  in  the 
following  year  and  Mr.  Knowlton  wedded,  as 


his  second  wife,  December  15,  1868,  Pollie 
Dutcher,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Polly 
(Tillotson)  Dutcher.  Six  children  were  born 
to  this  union,  of  whom  James  C.  is  the  eldest. 

Mr.  Knowlton,  of  this  biography,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  near  Nelson  Center,  Au- 
gust 5,  1870;  was  educated  at  the  district  and 
high  schools  of  that  locality,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  1890.  Before  resuming  his  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  the  home  farm,  however, 
he  pursued  a  business  course  at  the  Spencerian 
College  in  Cleveland,  which  occupied  his  time 
during  the  winter  of  1 890-1.  This  practical 
education  has  assisted  him  materially  in  his 
career  as  a  successful  farmer  and  citizen  of 
aflfairs.  He  has  served  with  credit  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education ;  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Grange ;  is  identified  with  the 
Democracy,  in  politics,  and,  as  an  earnest 
churchman,  is  a  believer  and  worker  in  Meth- 
odism. 

On  October  20,  1892,  James  C.  Knowlton 
married  Miss  Clara  Clark,  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Marian  (Clark)  Clark,  who  was 
born  May  27,  1872,  and  died  August  18,  1904. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Ethel  Marion, 
born  October  10,  1894,  and  Robert  Benjamin, 
born  November  17,  1895.  The  Clark  family 
is  Norman-French  in  origin,  the  successive 
spelling  of  the  name  having  been  Clerocq, 
Clerck  and  Clark.  The  maternal  branch  of  the 
Clarks  first  planted  itself  in  America,  some 
of  its  members  landing  at  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, in  1630.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Clara 
Knowlton,  Andrew  Clark,  was  born  at  New- 
ton Falls,  Ohio,  June  11,  1833,  and  on  January 
13,  1863,  married  Miss  Marian  Clark,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Ann  (Hopkins)  Clark.  Of 
their  three  children,  Mrs.  Knowlton  was  the 
youngest.  Her  mother  died  September  15, 
1887,  and  her  father,  July  20,  1898,  both  being 
buried  at  Nelson  Center.  The  grandfather  was 
Dr.  Andrew  Clark,  who  married  Miss  Polly 
Ferry  (a  Connecticut  lady)  and  practiced  his 
profession  at  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  until  his 
death  in  1866. 

Mr.  Knowlton's  second  wife,  whom  he  mar- 
ried December  5,  1906,  was  Miss  Olive  Au- 
gusta Pixley,  daughter  of  Asa  and  Leora 
(Young)  Pixley,  born  in  Nelson  township, 
November  7,  1877.  There  are  no  children 
by  this  marriage.  Miss  Young,  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Maranda  (Stowe) 
Young,  was  born  in  West  Farmington,  Ohio, 
February  19,  1847,  ^"d  by  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Pixley  became  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
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dren.  The  Pixley  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  E.  J.  Pixley,  Mrs.  Knowlton's  grand- 
father, was  born  at  Stafford,  Vermont,  Sep- 
tember 12,  1805,  and  married  Miss  Susan  Mc- 
Master,*  also  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain 
state,  born  August  29,  1804.  Their  marriage 
occurred  on  Christmas  of  1832,  and  about  five 
years  afterward  they  moved  from  Vermont  to 
the  Western  Reserve  of  Ohio,  settling*  in  Nel- 
son township.  Portage  county,  where  the 
grandfather  died  April  28,  1890,  and  his  wife 
August  8,  1847.  It  should  be  added,  to  com- 
plete the  family  record  for  at  least  three  gen- 
erations, that  Mr.  Knowlton's  maternal  grand- 
mother, Polly  Tillotson,  was  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts, May  28,  1804,  and  married  John 
Pritchard  on  the  13th  of  February,  1823.  She 
died  March  20,  1886,  and  is  buried  in  the 
Nelson  cemetery. 

George  Morton  Brown,  vice  president  of 
the  Conneaut  Mutual  Loan  &  Trust  Company, 
at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty  is  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  Conneaut.  His  active 
career  has  covered  a  wide  diversity  of  experi- 
ence and  residence,  in  business  and  industry, 
in  military  life,  and  in  public  service.  He  was 
born  on  the  old  Brown  homestead,  two  miles 
west  of  Conneaut,  February  24,  1830,  and  most 
of  his  home  life  has  centered  in  this  vicinity, 
although  he  has  answered  the  call  of  duty  and 
business  in  many  parts  of  the  west  and  ^outh. 

John  Brown,  his  father,  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, near  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
and  learned  the  trade  of  tanner  and  shoemaker. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  1816,  with  all  his 
earthly  possessions  on  his  back,  he  came  afoot 
to  the  Western  Reserve  and  settled  on  land 
near  Conneaut.  He  continued  to  follow  his 
trade  in  the  journeyman  fashion  of  that  time, 
traveling  as  far  west  as  Michigan,  and  on  the 
way  cobbled  shoes,  and  for  such  service  and 
cash  bought  hides,  which  he  brought  home  to 
be  tanned  into  leather  during  the  summer  sea- 
son. In  1824,  having  acquired  some  property, 
including  a  team  and  wagon,  he  made  the  trip 
back  to  Vermont  and  there,  married  Arethusa 
Hosford,  and  they  returned  on  the  wagon  to 
the  farm  in  the  woods  near  Conneaut.  Most 
of  his  later  years  were  spent  here,  and  with 
the  aid  of  his  sons  he  cleared  the  heavy  timber 
from  his  place  and  made  a  fine  homestead, 
which  has  never  passed  from  the  family.  The 
old  house  was  eventually  moved  to  the  city  and 
new  modern  buildings  replaced  them.  John 
Brown  had   four  brothers  who  came  to  the 


Western  Reserve,  all  of  them  buried  in  Center 
cemetery,  the  site  for  which  was  donated  by 
him  and  his  brother  Ruben.  The  entire  familv 
of  this  generation,  consisting,  of  nine  sons  and 
one  daughter,  lived  to  advanced  age. 

John  and  Arethusa  Brown  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely :  Laura  E.,  deceased ; 
Hosford  A.,  who  died  in  Washington  city, 
where  he  had  worked  in  the  postoflice  depart- 
ment for  twenty  years;  Hannah,  deceased; 
George  M.,  who  is  next  in  order;  Ralph  E., 
who  died  while  visiting  in  San  Francisco ; 
Edna,  aged  seventy-five,  unmarried,  now  living 
with  her  brother  George  M. ;  and  John  Soly- 
'man,  a  bachelor,  aged  seventy-three,  also  in 
the  home  of  George. 

The  schools  in  and  about  Conneaut  at  which 
George  M.  Brown  obtained  his  education  were 
at  that  time  very  primitive.  When  nineteen 
years  old  he  began  working  on  the  lakes,  and 
for  several  years  was  employed  in  Chicago.  In 
1859  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  and  in  i860  re- 
turned to  Chicago.  These  diflPerent  occupa- 
tions busied  him  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war.  He  had  returned  to  Chicago  in  time  to 
vote  for  Lincoln,  and  in  April,  186 1,  responded 
to  the  first  call  for  troops.  He  enHsted  in 
Company  A,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  and 
the  following  day  was  sent  to  Cairo,  Illinois. 
He  was  first  corporal  at  the  time  of  his  dis- 
charge at  the  close  of  the  three  months'  serv- 
ice, and  then  enlisted  for  three  years.  He  was 
with  his  regiment  in  all  its  service,  being  in 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  and  was  never 
wounded  nor  taken  prisoner.  His  military  rec- 
ord was  one  to  be  proud  of,  as  will  be  easily 
understood  on  a  reading  of  the  annals  of  the 
organization  of  which  he  was  a  member.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Spring- 
field, Illinois,  in  August,  1864. 

After  the  war  he  returned  to  Conneaut,  and, 
though  twenty-five  years  of  his  life  were  passed 
in  the  west,  he  always  regarded  this  as  his 
home,  and  came  home  at  every  opportunity. 
From  1875  to  1886  he  was  in  the  mail  contracts 
service,  being  associated  with  a  brother  and  a 
man  from  Colorado,  and  they  handled  these 
contracts  in  every  state  of  the  west. 

In  1892  Mr.  Brown  became  associated  with 
the  Conneaut  Mutual  Loan  Association,  being 
one  of  the  heavy  investors  in  the  company, 
and  when  the  president  died  that  year  the  other 
members  of  the  association  prevailed  upon  him 
to  assume  the  presidency.  In  1905  the  busi- 
ness was  reorganized  as  a  loan  and  banking 
and  savings  company,  and  moved  to  its  pres- 
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ent  quarters,  and  Mr.  Brown  has  since  been 
vice  president. 

Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  Custer  Post,  No. 
9,  G.  A.  R.,  department  of  Ohio,  and  has  been 
quartermaster  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  He 
also  affiliates  with  the  Elks  Lodge,  No.  256,  at 
Conneaut.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the  Congre- 
gational church.  Mr.  Brown  has  a  unique 
political  record,  having  voted  for  every  Re- 
publican candidate  for  the  presidency,  and  also 
voted  for  General  Scott,  the  Whig  candidate, 
in  1852. 

ZiMRi  Alpine  Shaw  is  a  well  known  citi- 
zen and  the  agent  for  the  Lake  Shore  and 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company  at 
Shawville  Station.  Samuel  Horatio  Shaw,  his 
father,  is  one  of  the  oldest  citizens  of  Ridge- 
ville  township,  where  he  located  on  April  9, 
185 1,  purchasing  in  that  year  thirty-eight  acres 
of  land,  which  he  afterward  cleared  and  to 
which  he  added  until  he  owned  sixty-five  acres, 
all  highly  improved.  With  the  exception  of 
about  eighteen  months  spent  in  Medina  county, 
Samuel  H.  Shaw  has  lived  in  Ridgeville  town- 
ship since  locating  there  in  1851,  and  he  has 
served  the  township  as  a  trustee  and  as  a 
school  director.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the 
Congregational  church,  of  which  his  wife  and 
youngest  daughters  are  members,  and  in  poli- 
tics he  was  originally  a  Democrat,  but  he  voted 
for  President  Lincoln's  re-election  and  has 
since  been  allied  with  the  Republicans.  He 
is  the  father  of  the  following  children :  Zimri 
A. ;  Arthur  B.,  president  of  the  Star  Var- 
nish Company  and  residing  in  Cleveland ;  Di- 
anna  B.,  who  married  La  Fayette  C.  Phillips,  a 
real  estate  dealer,  and  resides  at  Carbon,  Indi- 
ana ;  Dora  D.,  who  died  at  age  of  two  years ; 
Oscar  H.,  a  broker  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsyl- 
vania; Alfaretta,  the  wife  of  Morris  K.  Bills, 
of  Elyria,  and  Lola  M.,  who  has  never 
married. 

The  Shaw  family  in  America  trace  their  an- 
cestry to  Constant  Shaw,  born  in  1778,  and 
died  at  Bath,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1863.  He  married  Mercy  Pitts,  born 
in  1781,  and  died  at  Bath.  They  moved  to 
that  place  from  Bristol,  New  York.  Samuel 
Shaw,  son  of  Constant,  was  born  at  Bristol, 
New  York,  in  1804,  and  died  at  Bath,  Ohio, 
January  24,  1836.  He  married  Charlotte  Hale, 
bom  at  Bristol  February  28,  1809,  and  died  at 
Bath  December  24,  1894.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  1827.     Charlotte  was  a  daughter  of 


Stoten  and  Lydia  (Allen)  Hale,  both  born  in 
the  state  of  New  York. 

Samuel  Horatio  Shaw,  son  of  Samuel  and 
Charlotte,  was  born  at  Bristol,  New  York, 
April  9,  1829.  He  married  on  January  14, 
1851,  Juliaett  Wiley,  born  at  Harbor  Creek, 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  5,  1830, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  B.  Wiley,  born  at  Sche- 
nectady, New  York,  June  22,  1800,  and  who 
died  at  Wesley ville,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1837.  He  married,  in  1821,  Anna  Shaw, 
born  at  Fall  River,  Massachusetts,  in  April, 
1801,  and  she  died  at  North  Ridgeville,  Ohio, 
December  28,  1867.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Abraham  Shaw,  who  was  born  in  1770,  and 
died  at  North  Ridgeville,  Ohio,  in  April,  1861. 
He  married  Anna  Phillips,  born  in  1770,  who 
died  in  North  Ridgeville  in  1861.  Joseph  B. 
Wiley  was  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Fan- 
ning) Wiley. 

Zimri  Alpine  Shaw,  son  of  Samuel  H.  and 
Juliaett  (Wiley)  Shaw,  was  born  at  North 
Ridgeville,  Ohio,  May  2,  1852.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  public  schools  and  at  Oberlin 
Academy  and  as  a  boy  of  sixteen  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan 
Southern  Railroad  Company  as  an  assistant 
at  the  Shawville  station,  then  known  as  Ridge- 
ville station.  While  there  he  learned  teleg- 
raphy, and  for  two  and  a  half  years  before 
entering  the  academy  was  in  charge  of  the 
station  as  night  operator.  On  leaving  school 
he  became  agent  at  Shawville,  and  has  since 
remained  in  that  position.  He  has  served  as  a 
school  director,  and  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  influential  men  of  Ridgeville  town- 
ship. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, affiliating  with  King  Solomon's  Lodge, 
No.  56,  at  Elyria.  He  married,  on  March 
9,  1875,  Lizzie  Lucinda  Ramsdell,  and  two 
sons  have  blessed  their  union.  Archer  Hayes, 
the  elder,  born  January  6,  1876,  attended  the 
Elyria  High  School  and  graduated  from  Ober- 
lin College  with  the  class  of  1897.  He  is  now 
a  member  of  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Cleve- 
land Plain  Dealer.  He  married  Clara  Annis 
Terrell,  a  daughter  of  Orson  J.  Terrell,  of 
Ridgeville  township,  and  they  have  children, 
Howard  Dana,  Norman  Riedinger  and  Althea 
Marion.  Stanley  Garfield  Shaw,  the  younger 
son,  born  June  23,  1881,  is  now  the  deputy 
treasurer  of  Lorain  county,  in  which  he  is 
serving  his  third  term.  He  married  Ellen 
Elizabeth  Wright,  daughter  of  Professor  Her- 
bert  H.   Wright,   formerly   of   Oberlin   Col- 
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lege  and  at  present  filling  a  chair  at  Fisk 
University  in  Nashville,  Tennessee.  They 
have  children,  Margaret  Frances  and  Ralph 
Herbert. 

Mrs.  Zimri  A.  Shaw  was  born  at  Ellis- 
burgh,  New  York,  October  6,  1856,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Olney  Ramsdell,  born  at  Henderson, 
that  state,  February  10,  1829.  He  married 
at  East  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  8,  1853^  Mary 
Jayred,  born  at  Mendham,  New  Jersey,  May 
I9»  1833.  Frederick  Jayred,  her  father,  was 
born  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  July  27, 

1804,  and  died  at  East  Cleveland,  Ohio,  March 
6,  1859.  He  married  on  July  17,  1828,  Eliza 
Carey,  born  at  Mendham,  New  Jersey,  April 
20,  1801,  and  died  at  East  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
August  28,  1873.  Eliza  Carey  was  a  daughter 
of  Daniel  Carey,  born  April  12,  1770.  He 
married  in  179 1  Eunice  Dodd,  born  March 
12,  1766,  a  daughter  of  Lebbeus  and  Mary 
(Baldwin)  Dodd.  Daniel  Carey  was  a  son  of 
Beriah  Carey,  born  in  New  Jersey. 

Abner  L.  Ramsdell,  the  father  of  Olney, 
was  born  at  Utica,  New  York,  February  10, 

1805,  and  died  at  Ellisburgh,  that  state,  Sep- 
tember 8,  1872.  He  married  Lucinda  Healy, 
born  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  January 
25,  1807,  and  died  at  Ellisburgh,  that  state, 
May  19,  1886.  Lucinda  Healy  was  a  daughter 
of  D.  Fuller  Healy,  born  in  Rhode  Island 
November  24,  1777,  and  he  died  at  Clinton, 
New  York,  January  20,  1829.  He  married 
Desire  Leach,  born  in  Connecticut  in  June, 
1784,  and  she  died  at  Ellisburgh,  New  York, 
January  18,  1838.  D.  Fuller  Healy  was  a 
son  of  Resolved  Healy. 

Moses  Ramsdell,  the  father  of  Abner  L., 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island  May  16,  1761,  and 
died  at  Ellisburgh,  New  York,  May  16,  1834. 
He  married  Nancy  Lapham,  born  on  Nan- 
tucket Island  June  16,  1770,  and  she  died  at 
Ellisburgh,  New  York,  April  3,  1844. 

Abednego  Ramsdell,  the  father  of  Moses, 
was  killed  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 

Both  the  Shaw  and  Ramsdell  families  have 
been  long  identified  with  the  commonwealth 
of  Ohio,  and  their  representatives  are  substan- 
tial citizens  and  representative  men  and 
women. 

Harriet  B.  Owkn,  one  of  the  prominent 
members  of  society  at  Edinburg,  Portage 
county,  is  a  native  of  that  county,  and  was 
born  July  15,  1851.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
George  W.  and  Marie  (Greenleaf)  Barclay, 
mentioned  elsewhere   in   this  work.     Harriet 


Barclay  received  her  education  in  the  district 
school,  and  afterward  resided  with  her  parents 
until  her  marriage  to  Thomas  Owen.  Thomas 
Owen  was  born  in  Wales,  and  was  brought  to 
America  when  seven  years  of  age.  His  par- 
ents located  at  Edinburg  township,  and  he 
remained  at  home  until  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage, when  he  took  up  stone  cutting,  and 
later  farming,  on  a  farm  of  fifty-eight  acres. 
He  was  an  enterprising  farmer,  and  met  with 
pleasing  success  in  this  pursuit. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owen  are  parents  of  three 
children,  one  daughter  and  two  sons,  namely: 
Mary  E.,  Walter  L.  and  Leland  B.  Mrs. 
Owen  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Disciple 
church,  and  carries  out  the  teachings  of  her 
religion  in  her  daily  life. 

Francis  B.  Phelps. — The  interesting  rec- 
ords of  the  Phelps  family  form  additional  evi- 
dence to  the  mass  already  accumulated  that 
the  Western  Reserve  has  always  possessed  spe- 
cial attractions  for  substantial  people  and  the 
lovers  of  comfortable  and  permanent  homes. 
It  was  established  by  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  (Phelps)  Holden  on  the  present  site  of 
North  Kingsville,  Ashtabula  county,  in  the 
year  181 1;  her  father,  Francis  B.,  passed  the 
eighty-five  years  of  his  wisely-ordered  life  on 
the  homestead  founded  by  his  own  father,  and 
Mrs.  Holden  herself  was  born  in  the  old  pa- 
ternal log.  house  on  the  Phelps  farm,  which  is 
still  her  property.  This  clinging  to  the  old 
home  place  by  the  people  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve has  given  them  a  well-deserved  reputa- 
tion for  stability  and  fixed  in  them  a  sharply 
defined  sectional  character  which  enters  into 
the  composition  of  the  most  sturdy  patriotism. 

The  Phelps  family  originally  came  from 
England,  its  American  progenitor  taking  pas- 
sage on  the  ship  **Mary  and  John"  in  the  year 
1630.  Mrs.  Holden's  great-grandfather,  Dan- 
iel Phelps,  was  a  native  of  Windsor,  Connecti- 
cut, and  married  Elizabeth  Barnard;  his  son, 
Daniel  Calvin  Phelps,  was  also  born  in  Wind- 
sor in  1780,  his  wife  before  marriage  being 
Miss  Phebe  Bird  Alderman.  Daniel  C.  Phelps 
first  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1800, 
two  years  before  Ohio  was  even  a  state,  but 
finding  the  country  literally  a  "howling  wilder- 
ness," swarming  with  wolves  and  Indians,  re- 
turned to  good  old  Connecticut  on  foot.  But 
in  181 1,  after  the  Reserve  had  received  quite 
a  colony  of  Connecticut  and  New  England 
colonists,  he  was  able  to  return  under  such 
conditions  as  warranted  him  in  transferring 
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his  family  and  his  household  to  the  new  coun- 
try. He  made  the  long  journey  by  way  of 
Pittsburg,  the  great  wagon  covered  with  the 
thick  linen  canvass  woven  at  home  being  drawn 
by  a  team  of  oxen  and  a  horse.  At  the  risk 
of  breaking  into  the  straight  thread  of  the  nar- 
rative, it  well  illustrates  the  pioneer  shifts  of 
those  days  to  learn  that  this  same  honest 
wagon  cover,  after  it  had  served  its  original 
purpose  for  forty  days  of  journeying  in  all 
kinds  of  weather,  was  cut  up  and  made  into 
garments  for  the  children ;  and  the  clothes 
wore!  When  Mr.  Phelps  arrived  at  his  des- 
tination he  forthwith  fixed  the  family  home- 
stead on  the  tract  of  200  acres  which  he  had 
purchased,  and  a  part  of  which  is  now  occu- 
pied by  the  handsome  residence  on  North 
Ridge  occupied  by  his  granddaughter,  Mrs. 
Holden.  Daniel  C.  Phelps  not  only  established 
the  family  fortunes  in  that  locality,  but  before 
his  death  had  imprinted  his  personality  upon 
the  community  as  a  permanent  influence  for 
good. 

Among  the  children  who  came  to  the  West- 
em  Reserve  was  William  Calvin  Phelps,  the 
oldest  of  the  juvenile  members  of  the  family. 
He  seems  to  have  spent  his  life  of  a  hundred 
years  in  an  uncertain  vibration  between- Ohio 
and  Connecticut.  After  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  Reserve,  he  returned  to  the  east 
and  taught  school  for  many  years.  He  made 
repeated  visits  to  the  western  home  of  his  boy- 
hood and  early  youth;  so  many,  in  fact,  that 
long  before  he  had  made  his  remarkable  life 
span  of  a  century  he  had  enjoyed  forty  round 
trips  between  the  middle  west  and  Connecticut 
— his  first,  of  forty  days,  under  the  home-spun 
canvass  of  the  pioneer's  slow-moving  wag^on, 
and  the  last  in  a  modern  palace,  flying  on 
wheels  of  iron.  During  the  last  eight  or  nine 
years  of  his  Hfe  he  wrote  a  postal  card  daily 
to  either  Mrs.  Holden  or  her  daughter,  in 
which  he  gave  many  interesting  incidents  of 
his  early  life  in  the  Western  Reserve.  In  one 
of  these  communications  he  tells  of  the  first 
frame  building  erected  in  Kingsville,  a  car- 
penter's and  joiner's  shop,  built  in  1812  by 
Nathan  Blood. 

Another  son,  Daniel  Milton  Phelps,  was  but 
two  years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family 
from  Connecticut  to  the  Western  Reserve.  He 
lived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  old  homestead  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  excepting  a  few  years 
which  he  spent  in  Sheffield  township.  He  died 
on  the  old  Phelps  homestead,  lacking  but  a 
few  months  of  ninety  years. 


Francis  B.  Phelps,  Mrs*  Holden's  father, 
was  born  on  the  old  homestead  on  the  North 
Ridge,  lived  there  all  his  life,  and  died  in  1902, 
aged  eighty-five  years,  being  buried  in  the  yard 
where  he  played  as  a  boy  and  within  two  rods 
of  his  birthplace.  Like  his  father,  he  was  both 
an  able  and  a  good  man.  He  had  studied  law, 
but  pioneer  conditions  prevented  him  from 
thoroughly  qualifying  himself,  although  he 
often  appeared  as  counsel  in  minor  courts, 
where  he  forcibly  proved  himself  to  be  en- 
dowed with  keen  perceptions  and  natural  elo- 
quence. He  also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace 
for  thirty-three  years,  and  was  so  trustworthy 
a  friend,  so  thoroughly  honored  by  all,  that  he 
settled  far  more  disputes  outside  his  court- 
room than  within.  Judge  Phelps  married  Miss 
Margaret  Sanders,  daughter  of  Rev.  Abram 
Sanders,  a  well  known  Disciple  clergyman  of 
the  Reserve,  and  they  reared  one  child  to  ma- 
turity— Mrs.  Holden;  the  mother  died  March 
9,  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years. 

Sarah  Phelps  inherited  her  father's  love  for 
books,  for  knowledge  and  for  justice,  and  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  the  Kingsville  Academy.  Ira  Holden, 
her  husband,  is  a  native  of  Kingsville,  and  a 
son  of  Vermont  parents,  Ambrose  and  Abigail 
(Sanborn)  Holden.  His  father  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  1821  and  his  mother  in 
1833,  Mr.  Holden  being  one  of  six  children 
by  a  second  marriage.  The  first  marriage  of 
Ambrose  Holden  was  to  Silva  Parks,  by  whom 
he  had  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  reached 
maturity.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holden  have  one 
child,  Frances  E.  Holden,  who  lives  at  home. 

William  Walter  Reed. — The  life  record 
of  the  late  William  W.  Reed,  formerly  a  val- 
ued citizen  and  successful  agriculturist  of 
Perry  township,  Lake  county,  furnishes  a  forc- 
ible example  to  the  rising  generation  of  the 
material  success  to  be  obtained  by  persevering 
industry  and  a  wise  system  of  economy.  Be- 
ginning life  even  with  the  world,  as  regarded 
finances,  he  worked  steadily,  saved  his  earn- 
ings, and,  in  course  of  time,  had  secured  title 
to  a  most  desirable  tract  of  land,  from  which 
he  improved  a  good  homestead:  He  was  born, 
December  2,  1828,  in  Chautauqua  county,  New 
York.  His  father,  Herman  Reed,  was  born 
August  17,  1797,  and  died  December  4,  1862. 
On  December  31,  1821,  he  married  Lois  Bar- 
tholomew, who  was  born  August  8,  1797. 

Coming  as  a  young  man  to  Ohio,  William 
W.  Reed  lived  first  in  Kingsville,  where  he 
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abeth,  who  is  the  wife  of  N.  S.  Keller,  of 
Cleveland ;  and  Eleanor  and  Minetta,  both  of 
whom  are  deceased.  The  devoted  wife  and 
mother  survived  her  honored  husband  by  more 
than  a  decade,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1896. 
Her  memory  is  held  in  reverent  affection  by 
those  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  gentle 
and  gracious  influence. 

Morris  A.  Bradley,  the  only  son  of  Alva 
Bradley,  has  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the 
name  which  he  bears,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Cleveland, 
where  his  ^capitalistic  interests  are  varied  and 
important.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  on  the 
15th  of  August,  1859,  and  to. the  schools  of 
his  native  city  he  is  indebted  for  his  early 
educational  training,  which  included  a  thor- 
ough course  of  study  in  a  well  ordered  private 
school.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  left 
school  and  assumed  a  clerical  position  in  the 
hardware  establishment  of  Lockwood,  Taylor 
&  Company,  of  Cleveland.  About  one  year 
later  he  became  associated  with  his  father  in 
the  lake  freighting  business,  and,  to  the  large 
interests  built  up  in  this  line  by  his  father  he 
succeeded  upon  the  death  of  the  latter.  To 
this  important  business  enterprise  he  continued 
to  give  the  major  portion  of  his  time  and 
attention  until  the  autumn  of  1893,  and  at  the 
present  time  he  still  owns  and  operates  about 
twelve  large  and  well  equipped  freighting 
vessels. 

The  individual  operations  through  which 
Morris  A.  Bradley  has  done  most  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  native  city  have  been  in 
connection  with  the  improving  of  local  realty. 
Since  the  year  1892  he  has  constructed  in 
Cleveland  thirty-six  of  the  largest  and  most 
modern  business  blocks,  besides  which  he 
has  become  the  owner  of  many  other  and 
valuable  improved  properties,  in  both  the 
business  and  residence  districts.  He  is  today 
one  of  the  largest  real  estate  owners  in  Cleve- 
land, and  his  progressive  ideas  and  business 
ability  lead  him  forward  in  such  manipulation 
of  his  various  properties  as  to  conserve  the 
material  and  civic  advancement  of  the  city. 
He  enjoys  marked  popularity  in  the  com- 
munity which  has  ever  represented  his  home, 
and  is  one  of  Cleveland's  public-spirited  and 
influential  citizens  and  substantial  business 
men.  He  has  various  capitalistic  interests 
aside  from  those  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Cleveland 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a  successful  and  en- 
thusiastic breeder  of  standard-bred  horses,  is 


stanch  in  his  political  allegiance,  and  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Cleveland  Yacht  Club,  the  Union 
Club,  the  Euclid  Club,  the  Country  Club,  the 
Roadside  Club  and  other  representative  social 
and  fraternal  organizations. 

In  1883  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Morris  A.  Bradley  to  Miss  Anna  A.  Leininger, 
a  daughter  of  Charles  C.  Leininger,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  they  h?ive  five  children — Alva, 
Charles,  Helen,  Eleanor,  and  Katharine. 

Lyman  C.  Nichols. — Having,  during  his 
long  and  active  career  as  a  carpenter  and 
builder,  accomplished  a  satisfactory  work  in 
his  chosen  occupation,  Lyman  C.  Nichols  is 
now  enjoying  to  the  utmost  the  well  merited 
reward  of  his  many  years  of  long-continued 
toil,  living  retired  from  active  pursuits  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Chippewa  Lake,  Medina 
county.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  both  as  a 
loyal,  public-spirited  citizen,  and  as  a  brave 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  A  native  of  New 
York  state,  he  was  born  May  22,  1831,  a  son 
of  Ira  R.  and  Cornelia  (Blakeslee)  Nichols, 
life-long  residents  of  the  Empire  state,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
carpentering. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Madison 
county.  New  York,  Lyman  C.  Nichols  subse- 
quently served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years 
at  the  carpenter*s  trade,  afterwards  working  in 
diflFerent  places  as  a  journeyman.  Coming  to 
Ohio  in  1857,  he  located  in  Lafayette  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  where  he  soon  found 
plenty  of  employment  at  his  trade.  Enlisting, 
in  1 86 1,  in  Company  B,  Forty-second  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  which  was  commanded  by 
General  James  A.  Garfield,  he  participated 
with  his  regiment  in  various  engagements  of 
importance,  for  a  while  remaining  in  and 
around  Vicksburg,  continuing  there  until  after 
the  fall  of  that  city,  when  he  was  taken  ill  and 
granted  a  furlough  of  thirty  days,  which  he 
spent  at  home.  Rejoining  his  command  at 
Berwick  Bay,  Louisiana,  he  was  subsequently 
sent  to  Baton  Rouge  and  other  points,  doing 
garrison  duty  in  that  state  for  several  months. 
On  September  29,  1864,  after  serving  for  three 
years,  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
army.  Returning  to  Medina  county,  Mr. 
Nichols  was  for  a  time  engaged  as  a  teacher 
in  the  rural  schools.  Settling  then  in  Lafayette 
Center,  he  followed  his  trade  of  a  carpenter 
and  joiner,  and  in  the  years  that  ensued  was 
kept  busily  employed  at  his  chosen  occupation, 
building  many  of  the  dwelling    houses    and 
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Iwrns  in  the  villaj^fc  and  in  the  surrounding 
coiuUrv. 

On  IVccmhor  i»  1^57,  Mr.  Nichols  married 
Helen  N\  liates,  a  daujjhter  of  Silas  Gates, 
and  ihev  have  one  child,  nanielv :  Cora  I.,  wife 
of  Richmond  O,  Wheeler,  of  1-afavette  town- 
ship,  whi>se  sketch  may  he  found  elsewhere  in 
this  vohnne,  A  n^an  of  intelligence  and  sound 
iuil^'\nent,  Mr,  Nichols  has  ever  taken  gjeat 
interest  in  local  atYairs,  and  for  tive  years  was 
treiisurer  of  Lafayette  township,  while  for  four 
ve»rs  he  was  township  clerk.  l>n  May  8,  i860, 
)\e  was  made  a  Masv^n,  and  is  a  member  of 
Me^lina  l^nl^^e,  N\\  54,  !'\  &  A.  M.  He  is  also 
A  member  of  H.  lu  lUake  Post,  No.  ux),  G,  A, 
R,  He  has  a  tine  home,  nuxlern  in  its  ap- 
jXMUtments^  and  here  he  and  his  gxxxl  wife  are 
5i|>endii\^  their  \lays  in  c\>mt\^rt  and  pleasure. 

\Viu.iAM  iHvian^ — A  nuin  of  g\xxl  business 
wut^Ui^xMKX'  and  enterprise,  Williani  <.n>lde,  of 
Klyrti  township,  Lorain  c\>untY,  is  numbenevl 
;iu^H>i\^  the  nx^re  thrifty  and  prvv^jxrvnis  a^jri- 
eiUtwrists  of  this  sectii^it  of  the  Western  Re- 
Sierxx^s  He  i^ays  esjKvial  attt^mivMi  u>  the  breed- 
u>s  ;!itHl  r;iiisiit^  of  tvnihry,  and  on  his  estate, 
which  is  apt>r\>priAtely  i^metl  '*The  ^ill- 
Uwrrt  K;inn.''  he  is  carrying*  v\n  an  extensive 
wkI  sxKWSstwl  wvvrk.  A  s\Mt  of  the  late  Con- 
r;*\l  l%\>!\le,  he  was  K>m,  Noxxmber  t^.\  185^^  in 
JI\>hti^tow«,  IVnnsyKaniji.  v>f  subsi;intia!  vkr- 
nun  atK<^str\. 

v\MxrAd  l%^^iv!e  WAS  Kvpu  in  Rv>seiuhjii.  vKr- 
wvAuy,  IVvXinber  >.  t^v^,  amJ  wj^s  theTx^  rear^t 
A«\l  K\UK^Ate\!s  In  t8^^^  he  r,urv^<v;  v  Jt:V« 
ii>^  S^h^  \\V  wA>  Vrv.,  Xx^xv^r.Scr  x.  i8t^. 

th^^v  c^s^^v^va'anJ  ;o  ;N"  V  n':^c^;  S:a:c>.  kvj^:::^ 
mst  ^,n  :S;:vVv,>:,  :V^xr^\\Ar,u.  ,\  few  xt^j^rs 
i^tvifv  ".^^  ^8x\\  •,N\  v>^':\nvV.  :o  v\  itx^  ""j;;:^^ 
tv^\\uvV,^\  V  A\v.>i\^  v\v;r/,:\.  wNrfv  :>>sX  ^'ivn^.: 
tiv«  *,v^^\\:^s^v,^^  \\\;^x  >.^.N  x'Cvjk^h  >xv;^;'"^^"^^  Sv^,^ 

l\\v>'''^\^>    .\\   >8s\\     S>\  c^AH^^"  xxv'^v  Xm 


v.*. 


^Sn^   s^v    V^-V<\\<\V    ^.>^    ''AV^v.v\x  \      ;V*;''^sx 


Xx<*'''\<       iU^'^'^^xX.    XX V    XXs'^v    ^    XX\\\^  xx\  .'Av^     >lt,Nl 


of  Johnstown.  In  1877,  at  the  age  of  f  ig^t- 
een  years,  he  assumed  charge  of  the  truck 
garden  and  produce  business  established  by  his 
father,  and  managed  it  for  two  years.  During 
the  ensuing  two  and  one-half  years  Mr.  Golde 
was  engaged  in  a  wholesale  coffee  business 
in  Johnstown,  carrying  it  on  until  the  memor- 
able flood.  May  29,  1889,  which  wiped  out 
forever  so  manv  commercial  establishments. 
Entering  then  the  emploxnient  of  the  Johnson 
Compwiny,  at  Johnstown,  he  had  for  five  years 
charge  of  a  press  for  straightening  rails.  He 
was  transferred  to  Lorain  when  a  part  of  that 
concern  was  moved  there. 

Coining  then  to  Ohio,  February  22,  1894, 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Johnson  Company 
and  its  successor  for  about  eight  years,  whoi 
he  resi$::Tied  and  erected  a  block  at  16 12  Pen- 
field  avenue,  Lorain,  and  was  subsequently 
there  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  two 
and  one-half  years.  Coining  from  there  to 
ElxTia  township  in  1903,  he  lived  neariy  a 
year  on  the  river  road,  from  there  moving  to 
Lake  ax'enue,  A  few  werfcs  later,  on  May  9, 
iQOi.  Mr.  Golde  bought  his  present  farm  of 
twenty-five  acres,  which  is  finely  improved, 
and  has  since  met  with  undoubted  success  in 
his  chosen  occupation  as  a  ponhiy  breeder  and 
raiser  and  truck  tarroer,  hnng  widely  and 
lavyxraKlv  known. 

Mr.  iV;vle  nuuriexL  April  14,  1897,  Anna 
Sahina  Kran^!,  w  ho  wtls  ho^^a,  EVw^ember  28. 
t87T\  in  Er^rvxie.  Kreis.  Rocenbcr^,  Bcrziik- 
Cjkss^*!  fT\"v::ve.  Hess^^XassaiL  Germany, 
A  K^;:^.^rr  v^f  rienrv  r>rai>iL  wbc*  dsed  in  Lo- 


rj^in  Serce^r.Scr  ux  ;cci.    Caiiwririe  ICein^lns 
w:re.  ^t^ev:  *ua  ,^.  :oc:.    Mrsv  GciSde 
:.^  :Sc  >:t^  Sf\ve>i  May  ji2l  ioo^l 
oh:\L  r^crox^r  v^Jithccrse  GrCs3e,  w^>  was  bom 
*xr.v   :4.  :^>^      :\cr?c"il>'    Mr.  Goiide  is 
jiv>srr^^:  .  f  :><  IVrr>.xrjLrjc  rarrr.  altbeogli 
\vjk"  xr jtr^  St  xv'C^^s  ACC'Hrir:^*:  t:-  :be 
o.^"*r>cxr^v>t  f,  r  rSt  "S;^  rDi!^  ar>d 

""jk^"^  V  "^  A  "':*vr"^"S;'-  .':  Jxrrircii  Lcoge,  Xol 
'"Sv  *^V*,v*^Tit^:  .V:trr  .*:  .^ic  reljows*  at 
\^Vf>:?,-^-'.  j;-xi  \V  r>jLTr  y  Picker  *" 
•^v^.  \a  :^''   ,^r  :V  >u;,Tn;  Tiifioe.    Mr. 

■■■V  ji  '^^^v^'iS:*'  ."*^  rV  'I  ^rrVrxT  c*^=rv^  as 
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model  farms  of  Portage  county.  He  gives  a 
general  supervision  to  the  farm,  and  is  enjoy- 
ing, at  the  venerable  age  of  seventy-seven 
years  (1909)  the  serene  repose  and  the  gener- 
ous comforts  which  are  the  fitting  reward  for 
years  of  earnest  toil  and  endeavor.  His  wife, 
whose  parents  were  likewise  numbered  among 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Portage  county, 
whither  they  came  from  New  England,  is  now 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  and  they  have 
passed  down  the  pathway  of  life  together,  sus- 
tained and  comforted  bv  mutual  love,  solici- 
tude  and  helpfulness,  to  find  the  evening  of 
their  days  made  roseate  from  the  lengthening 
western  twilight.  In  politics  Mr.  Prichard  is 
a  stalwart  in  the  camp  of  the  Democratic 
party.  This  honored  pioneer  couple  became 
the  parents  of  one  son  and  two  daughters,  of 
whom  the  first  born  died  in  infancy.  The  only 
son,  Dr.  Prichard,  was  the  second  in  order  of 
birth,  and  the  younger  daughter,  Cordelia,  is 
now  the  wife  of  Robert  H.  Crevoisie,  a  rep- 
resentative business  man  of  Canton,  Ohio. 

The  earliest  recollections  of  Dr.  Prichard  are 
the  gracious  memories  of  the  old  home  farm, 
on  which  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  in 
connection  with  whose  work  he  gxiined  his  ini- 
tial experience-  in  the  practical  responsibilities 
v\iiich  must  canopy  every  worthy  life.  His 
rudimentary  education  was  received  in  the 
public  schools  in  the  village  of  Garrettsville, 
two  miles  distant  from  his  home,  and  he  made 
the  splendid  record  of  never  being  absent  or 
tardy  during  a  period  of  three  years  and  one 
term,  though  he  walked  to  and  from  his  home 
each  day  to  con  his  lessons  in  the  village  men- 
tioned. He  graduated  in  the  Garrettsville  high 
school  in  1884,  and  six  years  later  he  was 
matriculated  in  Hiram  College,  in  which  he 
completed  a  course  in  the  literary  department 
and  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  Class 
of  1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
and  three  years  later  as  Master  of  Philosophy. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  had  taken  up  the  study 
of  medicine  under  eflFective  preceptorship,  'in 
addition  to  carrying  forward  his  college  work, 
and  in  1892  he  was  graduated  in  the  medical 
department  of  Wooster  University,  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  The  doctor 
also  was  a  student  for  two  years  in  the  medical 
department  of  the  Western  Reserve  Univer- 
sity, in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  he  spared 
no  labor  in  thoroughly  fortifying  himself  for 
the  exacting  duties  and  work  of  his  chosen 
profession. 

After   receiving   his   degree   of   Doctor   of 


Medicine  Dr.  Prichard  located  in  the  village  of 
West  Farmington,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  won  his  professional  spurs  in  good 
order  and  where  he  continued  in  successful 
practice  about  five  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which,  in  1897,  he  established  his  home  and 
professional  headquarters  in  Ravenna,  where 
he  has  found  a  wider  field  of  labor  and  where 
he  has  built  up  a  most  successful  professional 
business.  In  1906  he  completed  a  course  of 
post-graduate  work  in  the  celebrated  New 
York  Polyclinic,  in  the  national  metropolis, 
and  through  constant  study  of  the  best  stand- 
ard and  periodical  literature  of  his  profession, 
as  well  as  through  individual  investigation  and 
research,  he  has  remained  in  the  vanguard  as 
a  physician  and  surgeon,  fully  abreast  of  the 
advances  made  in  both  departments  of  his 
chosen  vocation.  He  holds  membership  in  the 
American  Medical  Association,  the  Ohio  State 
Medical  Society  and  the  Portage  County  Med- 
ical Society.  Through  these  he  maintains  close 
relationship  with  his  professional  confreres,  of 
whose  friendship  and  counsel  he  is  apprecia- 
tive and  whose  esteem  and  confidence  he  re- 
tains. 

With  broad  intellectual  grasp  and  mature 
judgment.  Dr.  Prichard  has  found  that  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  Republican  party 
merit  his  support,  and  he  has  ever  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  its  cause,  though  he  has 
had  no  desire  for  public  office.  He  has  com- 
pleted the  circle  of  York  Rite  Masonry,  in 
which  he  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge,  chapter 
and  council  in  Ravenna  and  with  Akron  Com- 
mandery.  Knights  Templar,  in  the  city  of 
Akron.  He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Foresters,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  1895,  Dr.  Prichard 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Bertha  Young, 
who  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  this  state, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  George  B.  and  Sarah 
H.  Young,  well  known  residents  of  that  county. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Prichard  became  the  parents  of 
five  children,  of  whom  one,  John  H.,  died  in 
infancv.  The  four  surviving  are :  Sarah  Irene, 
Llewellyn  Willard,  Charles  Bosworth  and 
Hilda  Louise. 

Captain  Levi  T.  Scofield  has  the  distinc- 
tion not  only  of  being  the  oldest  architect 
following  this  important  profession  in  the  city 
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of  Cleveland  but  he  is  also  a  native  son  of 
the  Forest  Citv  and  a  member  of  one  of  its 
honored  pioneer  families,  of  which  he  is  a  rep- 
resentative in  the  third  generation  in  the  his- 
toric Western  Reserve.  He  has  been  identi- 
fied with  the  erection  of  many  important  pub- 
lic buildings  in  Ohio  and  other  states  of  the 
Union  and  has  contributed  in  splendid  measure 
to  the  upbuilding  and  material  progress  of  his 
native  city,  besides  which  there  is  to  his  lasting 
honor  the  record  of  gallant  service  as  a  sol- 
dier during  practically  the  entire  period  of  the 
Civil  war.  Known  and  revered  as  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  and  business  men  of 
Cleveland,  it  is  signally  consistent  that  in  this 
somewhat  comprehensive  historical  work  be 
incorporated  a  review  of  his  career. 

Levi  Tucker  Scofield  was  born  in  the  old 
family  homestead  on  Walnut  street,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1842,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Coon)  Scofield, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  state  of 
New  York  and  members  of  families  early 
founded  in  that  commonwealth.  The  geneal- 
ogy in  both  lines  is  traced  back  to  stanch 
English  and  Scotch  origin,  and  the  names  of 
both  families  have  been  identified  with  Ameri- 
can annals  since  the  early  colonial  period 
of  our  national  history.  William  Scofield  was 
a  lad  of  six  vears  at  the  time  when  his  father, 
Benjamin  Schofield,  came  with  his  family  from 
the  old  Empire  state,  in  the  year  18 16,  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Cleveland, 
whose  population  at  that  time  was  about  two 
hundred.  Benjamin  Schofield  was  a  carpen- 
ter and  builder  bv  vocation  in  the  citv  of  5s' ew 
York,  as  had  also  been  his  father,  and  thus 
for  four  generations  has  the  family  name  been 
identified  with  the  great  material  industry  of 
building  and  architectural  work,  through 
which  the  definite  progress  of  every  com- 
munity is  conserved.  Benjamin  Schofield  was 
concerned  in  the  erection  of  numerous  build- 
ings in  the  pioneer  locality  and  continued  to 
be  one  of  the  respected  and  influential  citizens 
of  Cleveland  until  his  death.  The  letter  "h'* 
was  dropped  by  the  sons  of  1  benjamin  Schofield 
in  the  spelling  of  the  family  name  in  the  year 
1852.  William  Scofield  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity in  Cleveland,  where  he  secured  a  com- 
mon school  education  and  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carpenter  under  the  able  direction 
of  his  father.  He  eventuallv  became  one  of 
the  leading  architects  and  building  contractors 
of  the  Western  Reserve  and  by  him  were 
erected  a  large  number  of  the  earliest  business 


blocks  and  public  buildings  of  the  better  order 
in  Cleveland,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
two  years.  His  name  merits  an  enduring  place 
on  the  roll  of  the  founders  and  builders  of 
the  Ohio  metropolis,  and  his  life  was  charac- 
terized by  the  loftiest  integrity  and  honor. 
His  cherished  and  devoted  wife  died  in  1889, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  of  their 
five  children  two  are  now  living.  The  parents 
were  zealous  members  of  the  Baptist  church, 
and  in  politics  the  father  gave  his  support  to 
the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 

Levi  T.  Scofield,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  gained  his  early  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Cleveland,  and  here  he  be- 
came associated  with  his  father  in  his  building 
operations  while  still  a  youth.  In  186 1,  soon 
after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter,  he  manifested 
his  intrinsic  patriotism  by  responding  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers.  In 
April  of  that  year  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Battery  D,  First  Ohio  Artillery,  with  which 
command  he  proceeded  to  the  front  and  was  in 
active  service  during  the  initial  period  of  the 
great  internecine  conflict.  In  1862  he  was 
commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  Company 
E,  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  a  year  later  was  promoted  to  the 
first  lieutenancy.  He  continued  in  active  serv- 
ice until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  finally 
commissioned  captain  of  his  company,  and 
continued  as  such  until  he  was  mustered  out 
on  the  14th  of  June,  1865,  at  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina.  During  the  last  two  years  he 
was  the  engineer  on  the  staflf  of  General  J.  D. 
Cox,  commanding  the  Twenty-third  army 
corps.  He  participated  in  many  important 
engagements  and  his  record  is  one  that  bears 
perpetual  honor  to  his  name. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Captain  Scofield 
went  to  the  city  of  New  York  and  there 
devoted  his  attention  to  architectural  draught- 
ing until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  he  returned 
to  Cleveland  and  opened  an  office  as  an  archi- 
tect. During  the  long,  intervening  vears  he  has 
continued  to  be  actively  engaged  in  the  work 
of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  gained  dis- 
tinctive prestige  and  success.  He  has  been 
the  architect  and  supervised  the  construction 
of  many  important  public  buildings,  and  the 
first  work  of  this  order  which  he  accomplished 
was  the  construction  of  the  Cleveland  work 
house,  in  1867.  In  the  same  year  he  prepared 
the  plans  for  the  erection  of  the  state  asylum 
for  the  insane  at  Athens,  Ohio,  and  in  1869 
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was  architect  and  supervisor  of  construction 
on  the  state  insane  asylum  in  the  city  of  Co- 
lumbus, the  capital  of  the  state.  In  1870  he 
erected  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Orphans' 
Home  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  in  the  same  year 
instituted  work  on  the  North  Carolina  state 
penitentiary  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina.  In 
1880  he  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
postoffice  building  in  Cleveland;  in  1884  he 
erected  the  state  reformatory  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Mansfield ;  in  1886  the  fine  soldiers'  and 
sailors'  monument  which  adorns  the  public 
square  in  Cleveland ;  and  in  1905  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  sons  in  erection  of  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  building  in  Cleveland.  In  1901  Captain 
Scofield  erected  the  fine  building  which  bears 
his  name  and  which  is  located  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Euclid  avenue  and  East  Ninth 
street.  This  is  a  fireproof  office  building,  four- 
teen stories  in  height  and  is  one  of  the  most 
modern  structures  of  the  kind  in  Cleveland. 
He  has  manifested  his  public  spirit  by  giving, 
his  influence  and  co-operation  to  measures  and 
enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good  of 
his  home  city  and  state,  and  while  he  has 
never  sought  or  desired  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office  he  gives  an  uncompro- 
mising allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  and  is  a  valued  member  of 
Army  and  Navy  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  in  Cleveland.  He  and  his  family 
attend  the  Euclid  Avenue  Baptist  church,  of 
which  both  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
members. 

In  1867  Captain  Scofield  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Clark  Wright, 
daughter  of  Marshall  W.  Wright,  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Kingsville,  Ohio.  Five 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  and  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  this  article  is  given 
brief  record  concerning  them. 

William  Marshall  Scofield,  who  was  born  in 
Cleveland  on  the  5th  of  June,  1868,  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and  since  his  youth  has  been 
associated  with  his  father  in  business.  He 
served  as  captain  of  Troop  C  of  the  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry  in  the  Spanish-American 
war,  and  thereafter  was  captain  in  the  Thirty- 
first  United  States  \^olunteer  Infantry  during 
the  period  of  insurrection  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  where  he  served  on  the  staflF  of  Gen- 
eral Kobbe,  in  the  engineering  department. 
Donald  C.  Scofield,  who  met  his  death  in  the 


deplorable  railway  accident  at  Clifton  station, 
near  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  while  en  route 
to  the  inauguration  of  President  Roosevelt, 
was  thirty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time.  He 
was  first  lieutenant  in  command  of  Company 
D,  Engineering  Battalion  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard,  other  members  of  which  lost  their 
lives  in  the  same  accident.  Sherman  W.  Sco- 
field, the  third  son,  served  as  a  private  in 
Troop  A,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  in  the  Si)anish- 
American  war,  and  he  likewise  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  as  is  the  youngest 
of  the  brothers,  Douglas  F.  Harriet  E.,  the 
only  daughter,  is  a  talented  portrait  and  land- 
scape artist  and  is  prominent  in  the  art  and 
social  life  of  her  home  citv. 

Charles  Newton  Lines  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  influential  residents  of  Ridgeville 
township.  He  was  born  in  Eaton  township  of 
Lorain  county  on  the  9th  of  August,  1853, 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Newton)  Lines, 
natives  of  the  mother  country  of  England,  and 
a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Facer)  Lines.  In  the  late 
forties  William  Lines  and*  his  son,  Charles, 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  they  located  on 
what  is  now  known  as  the  John  Coles  farm 
on  Chestnut  Ridge,  Ridgeville  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio.  William  and  Elizabeth 
Lines  lived  on  this  Coles  farm  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  they  died  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Charles  Newton  Lines  in  1870  and  in  1875, 
respectively. 

Charles  Lines  married  in  England.  He 
made  his  first  settlement  in  Eaton  township, 
and  he  lived  there  until  1866,  then  buying  the 
Peter  Jailor  farm  in  Ridgeville  township,  the 
place  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Charles,  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  and  died  in  November  of  1891,  when 
seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived 
until  1896,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years.  Charles  Lines  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  and  he  was  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Charles  N.  Lines  was  the  only  child  born 
to  Charles  and  Jane  Lines,  and  he  was  reared 
in  Eaton  township  and  attended  the  district 
and  Berea  city  schools.  Remaining  with  his 
parents  on  the  Ridgeville  township  farm  until 
his  marriage,  he  then  went  to  Eaton  township 
and  farmed  until  1891,  and  returning  to  Ridge- 
ville township,  following  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  took  charge  of  the  homestead  and 
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was  architect  and  supervisor  of  construction 
on  the  state  insane  asylum  in  the  city  of  Co- 
lumbus, the  capital  of  the  state.  In  1870  he 
erected  the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Orphans' 
Home  at  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  in  the  same  year 
instituted  work  on  the  \orth  Carolina  state 
penitentiary  at  Raleigh,  Xorth  Carolina.  In 
1880  he  had  charge  of  the  erection  of  the 
postoffice  building  in  Cleveland;  in  1884  he 
erected  the  state  reformatory  buildings  in  the 
city  of  Mansfield ;  in  1886  the  fine  soldiers'  and 
sailors'  monument  which  adorns  the  public 
square  in  Cleveland;  and  in  1905  he  was  asso- 
ciated with  his  sons  in  erection  of  the  Y.  W. 
C.  A.  building  in  Cleveland.  In  1901  Captain 
Scofield  erected  the  fine  building  which  bears 
his  name  and  which  is  located  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  Euclid  avenue  and  East  Ninth 
street.  This  is  a  fireproof  office  building,  four- 
teen stories  in  height  and  is  one  of  the  most 
modern  structures  of  the  kind  in  Cleveland. 
He  has  manifested  his  pubhc  spirit  by  giving 
his  influence  and  co-operation  to  measures  and 
enterprises  projected  for  'the  genera!  good  of 
his  home  city  and  state,  and  while  he  has 
never  sought  or  desired  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office  he  gives  an  uncompro- 
mising allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Military  Order  of 
the  Loyal  Legion  and  is  a  valued  member  of 
Army  and  Navy  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  in  Cleveland.  He  and  his  family 
attend  the  Euclid  Avenue  Baptist  church,  of 
which  both  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
members. 

In  1867  Captain  Scofield  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Clark  Wright, 
daughter  of  Marshall  W.  Wright,  a  repre- 
sentative citizen  of  Kingsville,  Ohio.  Five 
children  were  born  of  this  union,  and  in  the 
concluding  paragraph  of  this  article  is  given 
brief  record  concerning  them. 

William  Marshall  Scofield,  who  was  born  in 
Cleveland  on  the  5th  of  June,  1868,  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  city,  and  since  his  youth  has  been 
associated  with  his  father  in  business.  He 
served  as  captain  of  Troop  C  of  the  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Cavalry  in  the  Spanish-American 
war,  and  thereafter  was  captain  in  the  Thirty- 
first  United  States  \'o!unteer  Infantry  during 
the  period  of  insurrection  in  the  Philippine 
Islands,  where  he  served  on  the  staff  of  Gen- 
eral Kobbe,  in  the  engineering  department. 
Donald  C.  Scofield,  who  met  his  death  in  the 


deplorable  railway  accident  at  Oifton  station, 
near  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  while  en  route 
to  the  inauguration  of  President  Roosevelt, 
was  thirty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time.  He 
was  first  lieutenant  in  command  of  Company 
D,  Engineering  Ratlalinn  of  the  Ohio  National 
Guard,  other  members  of  which  lost  their 
lives  in  the  same  accident.  Sherman  W.  Sco- 
field. the  third  son,  served  as  a  private  in 
Troop  A,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  he  likewise  is  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  as  is  the  youngest 
of  the  brothers.  Douglas  F.  Harriet  E.,  the 
only  daughter,  is  a  talented  portrait  and  land- 
scape artist  and  is  prominent  in  the  art  and 
social  hfe  of  her  home  city. 

Charles  Newton  Lines  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent and  influential  residents  of  Ridgeville 
township.  He  was  born  in  Eaton  township  of. 
Lorain  county  on  the  9th  of  August,  1853, 
a  son  of  Charles  and  Jane  (Xewton)  Lines, 
natives  of  the  mother  country  of  England,  and 
a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  W'illiam 
and  Elizabeth  (Facer)  Lines.  In  the  late 
forties  William  Lines  and  his  son,  Charles, 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  they  located  on 
what  is  now  known  as  the  John  Coles  farm 
on  Chestnut  Ridge.  Ridgeville  township,  Lo- 
rain county.  Ohio.  William  and  Elizabeth 
Lines  lived  on  this  Coles  farm  for  a  number 
of  years,  but  they  died  on  the  farm  now  owned 
by  Charles  Xewton  Lines  in  1870  and  in  1875, 
respectively. 

Charles  Lines  married  in  England.  He 
made  his  first  settlement  in  Eaton  township, 
and  he  lived  there  until  1866,  then  buying  the 
Peter  Jailor  farm  in  Ridgeville  township,  the 
place  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son, 
Charles,  and  there  ht  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  and  died  in  X'ovembcr  of  1891,  whea 
seventy-three  years  of  age.  His  wife  survived 
until  1896,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-three 
year,*,  Charles  Lines  was  a  Republican  in  bil 
political  affiliations,  and  he  was  reared  in  tbe 
faith  of  the  Episcopal  church, 

Charles  X.  I-ines  was 
to  Charles  and  Jane  Lines 
in  Eaton  township  and  i 
and  Herea  city  schools, 
parents  on  the  Ridgeville 
liis  marriage,  he  then  wen 
and  farmed  until  1891,  an<i 
ville  township,  followinji 
father,  he  took  charge  o£ 
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has  since  lived  there.  This  place  contains 
twenty-five  acres,  and  he  has  sold  his  Eaton 
farm. 

Mr.  Lines  married,  in  1875,  Lavinia  Wat- 
son, who  was  born  on  Chestnut  Ridge  in 
Ridgeville  township  on  the  i6th  of  March, 
1849,  ^  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Col- 
ley)  Watson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Eng- 
land. They  were  married,  however,  at  Ridge- 
ville, where  both  were  pioneers,  and  the  fol- 
lowing children  blessed  their  union:  Mary 
Jane,  who  married  C.  A.  Thompson  and  is 
living  in  Lake  county,  Indiana;  William,  de- 
ceased; Elizabeth,  who  m.arried  Warren 
Blaine  and  lives  in  Ridgeville  township ;  Fred- 
erick, who  volunteered  in  Company  E,  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  (Garfield's 
Regiment),  for  the  Civil  war,  and  was  killed 
at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi;  John,  a  Ridgeville 
township  agriculturist ;  Lorenzo,  of  Ridgeville, 
and  Lavinia  and  Lavinous,  twins,  the  latter 
also  of  Ridgeville.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lines,  Frederick  and 
Lavina,  but  the  son,  born  February  22,  1877, 
died  January  2,  1883,  ^g^^  but  five  years.  The 
daughter,  born  on  the  i8th  of  June,  1884,  is  a 
graduate  of  Baldwin  University  in  Berea  with 
the  class  of  1907,  and  is  now  teaching  in  the 
Ridgeville  public  schools.  Mr.  Lines  is  allied 
with  the  Republicans  in  his  political  affiliations. 

B.  F.  SoNNANSTiNE. — After  a  successful 
and  honorable  business  career  B.  F.  Sonnan- 
stine  has  passed  to  the  life  beyond,  loved  and 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  An  honored 
veteran  of  the  Civil  war,  a  manufacturer  of 
renown,  one  of  the  organizers  and  incorpora- 
tors of  the  Ohio  Injector  Company  and  of  th^ 
Ohio  Match  Company,  one  of  the  directors  of 
the  Wadsworth  Electric  Light  and  Water 
Company,  a  former  postmaster  of  Wadsworth 
and  a  township  official,  such  in  part  was  the 
life  and  achievements  of  B.  F.  Sonnanstine  in 
the  business  world.  He  was  born  at  Shenan- 
doah, in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  December  5, 
1845,  ^^^^  town  having  been  laid  out  by  his 
father,  Joseph  Francis  Sonnanstine,  a  profes- 
sional man  and  a  graduated  physician,  al- 
though he  never  practiced  the  profession.  His 
father  was  also  a  physician.  Joseph  F.  Son- 
nanstine was  a  Virginian  from  the  Shenandoah 
vallev,  from  whence  he  came  to  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  and  as  above  stated  laid  out  the 
town  of  Shenandoah,  a  locality  built  up  mostly 
bv  Virginia  people  who  sought  homes  in  the 
then  new  commonwealth.    He  married  Saloma 


Auldeffer.  Among  their  children  was  num- 
bered B.  F.  Sonnanstine,  whose  early  educa- 
tional training  was  received  in  the  district 
schools  in  his  home  vicinity  of  Shenandoah, 
and  his  youth  was  spent  in  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm.  At  the  inauguration  of  the  Civil 
war  he  enlisted  on  the  13th  of  June,  1862,  in 
the  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  Company  A,  which 
formed  a  part  of  the  First  Ohio  Squadron 
under  Major  McLaughlin.  He  was  placed  on 
detail  as  private  orderly  to  Chief  of  Commis- 
sary Lieutenant  McKray,  and  during  his  mili- 
taiy  service  of  three  years  took  part  with  Gen- 
eral Sherman  in  the  famous  march  to  the  sea. 
He  had  three  brothers  who  were  Union  sol- 
diers. Major  Joseph  was  major  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  Ohio  Infantry;  Corniel  lost  his  life  in 
the  war;  and  Charles,  who  survived  the  war. 
now  a  resident  of  Bryan.  After  the  close  of 
hostilities  Mr.  Sonnanstine  returned  to  his 
home  in  Ohio,  and  during  the  two  and  a  half 
years  which  followed  that  period  he  devoted 
his  time  to  farming.  Coming  then  to  Wads- 
worth, where  he  arrived  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1 87 1,  he  embarked  in  the  agricultural  imple- 
ment business,  and  during  twenty-four  years 
or  more  was  engaged  in  that  occupation.  He 
was  then  for  eleven  years  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  injectors,  being  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  organization  and  incorporation 
of  the  Ohio  Injector  Company,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  he  was  a  director  in  both 
that  corporation  and  the  Ohio  Match  Com- 
pany, and  for  about  twelve  years  had  been 
traveling  salesman  for  the  Ohio  Match  Com- 
pany. During.  Cleveland's  entire  administra- 
tion as  president  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Sonnanstine  served  Wadsworth  as  its  postmas- 
ter, also  served  his  city  as  a  member  of  its 
school  board,  and  he  held  the  office  of  town- 
ship treasurer,  the  only  Democrat  in  thirty 
years  to  hold  that  office.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  and  of  the  C.  T.  A. 

On  November  28,  1872,  Mr.  Sonnanstine 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Deshler,  from 
this  locality,  and  their  five  children  are :  Wil- 
lard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  tw^o  and  a  half 
years ;  Charles  L.,  a  traveling  salesman ;  Wal- 
ter G.,  of  Wadsworth :  Thomas  E.,  a  dentist 
at  Marion  ;  and  Joseph  Francis,  at  home.  Mrs. 
Sonnanstine  is  a  daus^hter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  (Barkharmer)  Deshler.  Thomas  Desh- 
ler  came  from  his  native  state  of  Pennsylvania 
to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  when  sixteen  years 
of  age,  making  the  journey  in  a  wagon,  and 
locating  in  Montville  township,  acquired  land 
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there  and  began  farming.  He  was  an  enlisted 
soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  with  the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, Company  I,  and  he  lost  his  life  during 
his  service  by  the  accidental  discharge  of  a 
gun  in  1863.  His  wife's  people  were  from 
Ohio,  and  her  grandfather,  John  Barkharmer, 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  Ohio 
country,  whence  he  came  from  Pennsylvania 
as  a  young  widower.  He  was  again  married 
here,  and  reared  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
Mrs.  Deshler  being  the  third  born  of  the  sec- 
ond family.  These  children  were  all  reared  in 
this  vicinity,  and  two  of  the  sons  served  with 
distinction  in  the  Union  army  during  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  Deshler  now  lies  buried  in  the  Na- 
tional Cemetery  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  and 
his  wife  sleeps  in  the  Wadsworth  burying 
ground.  Mrs.  Sonnanstine  was  the  second 
born  of  their  ten  children,  and  she  was  edu- 
cated in  the  schools  of  Sharon  township,  com- 
ing to  Wadsworth  in  1869,  and  here  she  was 
later  united  in  marriage  to  Mr.  Sonnanstine. 
He  died  October  30,  1909.  at  his  residence  in 
Wadsworth. 

Nathan  Parker,  who  operates  a  thor- 
oughly improved  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Freedom  township.  Portage  county,  was  born 
on  the  homestead  which  he  partially  inher- 
ited, on  the  1st  of  March,  1848.  He  also  in- 
herited good  and  substantial  traits  from  his 
parents,  John  P.  and  Almira  (Martin)  Parker, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  old  Green 
Mountain  state  which  has  sent  so  many  of  her 
sons  and  daughters  to  people  the  middle  west 
with  a  hardy  and  a  useful  stock.  ^Ir.  Parker's 
grandfathers  were  Nathan  Parker  and  Reuben 
Martin.  In  1839  John  P.  Parker  migrated 
from  Vermont  to  Freedom  township  and 
bought  the  tract  of  land,  which,  by  subse- 
quent additions  and  improvements,  became  a 
fine  country  homestead  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  mother  died  April  10, 
1885,  and  the  father  January  2,  1891,  having 
become  the  parents  of  Elmore  M.  and  Nathan, 
of  this  sketch. 

After  having  obtained  a  public  and  a  high 
school  education  Nathan  Parker  continued  to 
assist  his  father  in  the  general  work  of  the 
farm  until  his  marriage  in  1875,  and  since  that 
year  has  been  an  independent  farmer  and  a 
dairyman.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he  inher- 
ited one  hundred  acres  of  the  family  home- 
stead,  and  for  the  past  seventeen  years  has 
been  engaged  in  improving  his  place  both  as 


a  productive  farm  and  a  home  for  his  family. 
Although  an  Odd  Fellow  in  good  standing 
of  Ravenna  Lodge  No.  65,  Mr.  Parker  has  had 
little  time  to  devote  to  organized  fraternities. 
He  is  a  man  of  decided  domestic  tastes  and 
commenced  to  earnestly  cultivate  them  when 
he  married  Miss  Esther  J.  Howard,  on  the 
26th  of  October,  1875.  His  wife  is  a  native  of 
Vermont,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Alvira 
(Churchill)  Howard,  and  the  mother  of  two 
sons.  Edgar  N.,  born  January  26,  1877,  is 
now  an  expert  accountant  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  Howard  W.,  born  November  20,  1878,  is 
connected  with  the  Carnegie  Steel  Company. 

RoNEY  H.  Fetterman. — One  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  and  popular  citizens  «f 
Cleveland  is  Roney  Hiram  Fetterman,  who  has 
here  maintained  his  home  from  the  time  of  his 
nativity  and  who  has  gained,  through  his  own 
enterprise  and  well  directed  endeavors  a  posi- 
tion as  one  of  the  successful  merchants  of 
the  beautiful  old  "Forest  City,"  in  whose  prog- 
ress and  prosperity  he  maintains  a  deep  and 
appreciative  interest. 

Mr.  Fetterman  was  born  at  the  family  home 
on  the  west  side  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of  John 
and  Appolonia  (Enz)  Fetterman,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, and  the  latter  in  the  kingdom  of  Baden. 
The  father  took  up  his  residence  in  Cleveland 
in  1845,  ^"^  ^"  ^^^  following  year  his  future 
wife  became  a  resident  of  this  city,  where 
their  marriage  was  solemnized  and  w^here  they 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives,  secure  in  the 
esteem  of  all  who  knew  them.  The  father  had 
learned  the  mason's  trade  in  his  native  land 
and  he  eventually  became  one  of  the  leading 
mason  contractors  of  Cleveland,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1879. 
His  wife  survived  him  by  many  years  and  was 
seventy-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  occurred  in  1908.  Both  were 
devout  church  members.  They  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  the  first  born ;  Katherine 
is  the  wife  of  John  Ranchert ;  John  C.  is  one  of 
the  interested  principals  in  the  Cleveland  Ice 
Company;  Pauline  is  the  wife  of  Charles  W. 
Davis,  of  Cleveland ;  Theresa  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Williams:  George  is  a  resident  of  Los 
Angeles,  California;  and  Louis  and  Rose  re- 
side in  Cleveland. 

Roney  H.  Fetterman  duly  availed  himself 
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to  this  county,  and  they  were  married  in  the 
house  Samuel  had  built  the  year  previously, 
the  wedding  taking  place  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1 82 1.  Samuel  Mills  increased  his  land  hold- 
ings to  one  hundred  and  seventeen  acres,  and 
he  died  on  the  24th  of  June,  1839,  the  father 
of  the  following  children :  Hiram,  David,  Al- 
fred, Hugh,  Pemelia,  Charles,  Lydia  and 
Samuel. 

Hugh  Mills,  the  fourth  born  son  of  that 
family,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Ridgeville  township  January  5,  1826,  and  on 
the  2d  of  January,  1859,  he  was  married  to 
Charlotte  M.  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  New 
Jersey  May  8,  1834,  a  daughter  of  William 
Johnson.  Hugh  Mills  died  on  the  12th  of 
October,  1898,  and  his  wife  had  died  the  year 
previously,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1897. 
Their  children  were:  Alfred  L.,  mentioned 
below ;  Abbie  H.,  who  married  Joseph  Pad- 
dack  and  lives  in  Ridgeville  township;  Clara 
M.,  the  wife  of  Matthew  Harwedel,  of  the 
same  place;  Millie  H.,  who  married  William 
Donaldson,  and  both  are  deceased. 

Alfred  L.  Mills  was  born  on  the  old  Mills 
homestead  November  20,  1859,  ^^^  ^^  ^^as 
reared  on  that  home  farm  and  received  a  dis- 
trict school  training.  After  the  death  of  his 
parents  he  bought  out  the  remaining  heirs  to 
the  home  estate,  which  now  comprises  two 
hundred  acres,  and  he  has  been  farming  there 
since.  At  the  same  time  he  has  taken  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  affairs  of  his  township,  and 
in  1 90 1  was  elected  its  trustee  and  re-elected 
at  the  following,  election.  During  the  past 
eleven  years  he  has  served  Ridgeville  township 
as  a  school  director,  and  in  January  of  1907 
he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  road  com- 
mission of  road  district  No.  i,  comprising  the 
townships  of  Ridgeville,  Elyria,  Carlisle  and 
Eaton. 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1882,  Mr.  Mills 
married  Elizabeth  Lattimer,  who  was  born  in 
Cleveland,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Anna 
(McLane)  Lattimer,  the  father  a  native  born 
son  of  Ireland,  of  Scotch-English  parentage, 
and  the  mother  was  born  at  Geneva,  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  Scotch  parentage.  She  died  in  No- 
vember of  1878,  and  the  father  died  on  the 
28th  of  August,  1880.  The  children  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Mills  are:  Clara  Elizabeth,  born 
August  7,  1892 ;  David  Lattimer,  who  was 
born  on  December  4,  1895,  and  died  on  the 
19th  of  May,  1897 ;  Sterling  Culver,  born  Sep- 
tember 18,  1897 ;  and  Alfred  Lattimer,  born 
January  24,  1909.    Mr.  Mills  is  a  Mason,  affili- 


ating with  Dover  Lodge,  and  Mrs.  Mills  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Francis  Marion  Cady  was  a  native  bom 
son  of  Rootstown  township  and  during  many 
years  he  was  numbered  among  its  agricultur- 
ists and  business  men.  Bom  on  the  i6th  of 
October.  1857,  he  was  a  son  of  Julius  and 
Alma  (Wilcox)  Cady,  who  also  had  their  na- 
tivity in  Portage  county,  and  he  was  a  grand- 
son of  Benjamin  and  Kansas  Cady,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  of  Edwin  Wilcox,  also  from  that 
state,  and  60th  families  were  early  residents 
of  this  county. 

From  the  time  of  his  marriage  until  his 
death  Francis  M.  Cady  lived  on  what  is  known 
as  the  old  Cady  farm  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Rootstown  township,  bordering  Sandy 
Lake,  a  valuable  tract  of  fifty-nine  acres,  and 
there  he  passed  away  in  death  on  the  2Sth  of 
November,  1906.  His  widow  has  since  lived 
on  this  homestead  and  superintended  its  work, 
her  mother  living  with  her.  She  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Lula  Wilcox,  and  was  born 
in  Ravenna  August  12,  1872,  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Bolton)  Wilcox,  born  re- 
spectively in  Summit  county,  Ohio  and  in  New 
England.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Edwin  and 
Rebecca  Wilcox,  and  the  maternal  grandpar- 
ents were  William  and  Margaret  (Beach) 
Bolton,  from  the  New  England  states,  from 
whence  they  came  to  Parkman  in  Geauga 
countv,  Ohio.  Francis  Cady  and  Lula  Wilcox 
were  married  October  6,  1891,  and  five  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union,  namely:  Vernon, 
born  January  29,  1892 ;  Lottie,  June  25,  1895 ; 
Edith,  August  20,  1897;  William,  August  i, 
1900;  and  Emma,  November  2,  1903.  The 
iamily  are  identified  with  the  Universalist 
church  and  its  Sunday-school,  and  during  his 
lifetime  Mr.  Cady  supported  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

Albert  James  Ford,  president  of  the  Ge- 
neva Savings  Bank,  and  for  years  one  of  the 
ablest  financiers  and  business  men  of  Ashta- 
bula county  and  the  Western  Reserve,  is  a 
fine  representative  of  keen  and  honorable  New 
England  stock  grafted  into  the  progressive  ele- 
ments of  the  middle  west.  He  was  born  in 
Madison,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  January  2,  1850, 
his  father  (James  Ford)  having  been  a  native 
of  Plainsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  his  mother 
(Jane  Cowles)  of  Harpersfield,  Ohio.  The 
latter  is  called  the  connecting  link  between  the 
Ford  and  Harper  families  (both  of  whom  so 


Oc^M-^^-t^o/^ 


Q^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1397 


largely  figure  in  the  annals  of  the  Western 
Reserve),  having  thirteen  half  brothers  and 
sisters  with  Harper  blood  in  their  veins.  She 
was  bom  at  the  old  Cowles  homestead,  Har- 
persville,  January  22,  1829,  and  on  December 
15,  1847,  21  f^w  weeks  before  her  nineteenth 
birthday,  married  James  Ford.  She  then  went 
with  her  husband  to  the  old  Ford  homestead 
in  Madison,  and  for  forty  years  lived  the  busy 
but  quiet  life  of  farmer's  wife.  The  father 
died  January  18,  1887.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Ford.  Their 
youngest  child,  Nellie,  had  died  in  1873 ;  they 
lost  their  eldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Althea  Hills, 
in  1886,  and  the  widow  after  that  made  her 
home  either  with  her  daughter  in  Nebraska, 
or  Albert  J.,  of  Geneva.  Although  well  ad- 
vanced in  years  when  she  died,  in  1905,  Mrs. 
Jane  Ford  was  a  very  bright  and  active  lady, 
as  is  strikingly  proven  by  a  dainty  and  inter- 
esting booklet  of  which  she  was  the  author, 
entitled  "Records  of  the  Harper  Family." 

Albert  J.  Ford,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Madison,  Ohio,  and 
at  Oberlin  College,  and  during  his  early  man- 
hood was  engaged  in  farming  and  the  opera- 
tion of  a  grist  mill.  He  then  became  vice 
president  and  director  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Geneva,  remaining  seven  years  in 
that  position.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  became 
a  citizen  of  Geneva,  being  identified  for  one 
year  with  the  dry  goods  firm  of  Maltby 
Brothers,  and  in  February,  1873,  purchased 
Mr.  Higley's  interest  in  the  firm  of  Norris  and 
Higley,  dealers  in  feed.  After  a  year,  the  firm 
of  Norris  and  Ford  became  Ford  and  Cowles, 
E.  R.  Cowles  having  purchased  a  share  in  the 
business  of  Mr.  Norris.  The  style  remained 
unchanged  for  eighteen  years,  during  which 
period  a  china  and  crockery  department  had 
been  added  and  so  developed  as  to  become 
second  in  importance  in  the  county.  Since  Mr. 
Ford  has  had  sole  control  of  his  business  it 
has  steadily  advanced  to  No.  i  of  its  kind. 
His  accommodations  are  of  the  most  complete, 
as  in  February,  1892,  he  erected  a  block  on 
Main  street  of  the  most  modern  construction, 
which  provides  for  his  business,  as  well  as  the 
book  and  stationery  store  of  S.  F.  Young  and 
the  dry  goods  establishment  of  A.  F.  Hickok. 
In  1903  Mr.  Ford  admitted  his  son,  Albert  M., 
into  partnership,  the  style  now  being  A.  J. 
Ford  and  Son.  Besides  being  the  head  of 
this  fine  business,  he  is  the  president  of  the 
Geneva  Savings  Bank,  which  he  with  others 
organized.     On  July  i,  1902,  he  also  organ- 


ized the  Grant  Trust  and  Savings  Company, 
of  Marion,  Indiana,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 
Harry  A.,  his  son,  was  appointed  cashier  of 
that  institution  and  is  now  its  secretary  anH 
treasurer.  Mr.  Ford's  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Anna  Alena  Tibbitts  (to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried December  14,  1871),  and  they  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Besides  those  mentioned,  there  are 
Charles  J.,  Nellie,  Dean  F.  and  Florence  Al- 
lena. .  The  sons  have  all  been  educated  in  Ober- 
lin College  and  inherit  their  father's  ability 
and  good  character. 

Walter  William  Reed. — A  farmer  of  wide 
experience  and  good  ability,  Walter  William 
Reed  owns  and  occupies  a  farm,  which  in  point 
of  improvements  and  equipments  is  one  of 
the  best  in  the  vicinity.  The  family  residence 
has  a  beautiful  location  on  the  bank  of  the 
Grand  river,  which  is  two  hundred  feet  high, 
and  commands  an  extensive  view  of  the  stream 
and  valley.  A  son  of  William  W.  Reed,  of 
whom  a  brief  biography  iSay  be  found  else- 
where in  this  volume,  he  was  born,  December 
2,  i860,  on  the  old  Reed  homestead,  now  oc- 
cupiediy  his  brother,  Charles. 

Succeeding  to  the  free  and  independent  oc- 
cupation to  which  he  was  reared,  Mr.  Reed 
carried  on  general  farming  in  partnership  with 
his  brother,  Charles,  for  about  twenty  years, 
managing  the  home  estate,  while  thus  em- 
ployed buying  fifty  acres  of-  his  present  farm. 
In  1900  Mr.  Reed  assumed  possession  of  this 
property,  and  has  since  bought  twenty-eight 
acres  of  adjoining  land.  Originally  this  land 
was  wet  and  stony,  but  Mr.  Reed  has  mate- 
rially changed  its  condition,  having  put  in 
about  five  miles  of  tile,  the  main  tile  being 
twelve  inches  in  diameter,  with  laterals  extend- 
ing all  over  the  farm,  and  having  an  outlet 
in  the  large  township  ditch.  His  land  is  now 
well  drained,  at  least  fifty  acres  of  it  being 
a  sure  crop-raiser.  He  carries  on  mixed  hus- 
bandry most  successfully,  devoting  his  especial 
attention  to  dairying,  a  profitable  industry  in 
this  section  of  the  country. 

On  March  29,  i960,  Mr.  Reed  married  Anna 
Baker,  who  was  born  in  1880,  a  daughter  of 
Byron  and  Mary  (Cunningham)  Baker,  and 
granddaughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Rawson) 
Cunningham,  being  one  of  a  family  of  three 
children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  the  parents 
of  four  children,  namely:  Florence  Almira, 
Ivah  May,  Walter  Kenneth,  and  Dorothy  Ger- 
trude.    Fraternally  Mr.  Reed  is  a  member  of 
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Perryville  Lodge,  No.  792,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
religiously  Mrs.  Reed  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church. 

William  L.  Day. — As  incumbent  of  the  of- 
fice of  United  States  district  attorney  for  the 
northern  district  of  Ohio,  with  headquarters 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Mr.  Day  is  entitled 
to  representation  in  a  publication  of  the  prov- 
ince assigned  to  the  one  at  hand;  but,  further 
than  this,  he  has  attained  to  no  minor  distinc- 
tion in  a  profession  dignified  by  the  lives 
and  services  of  both  his  father  and  paternal 
grandfather,  whose  names  and  labors  have  an 
enduring  place  in  the  annals  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  he  himself  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  able  members  of  the  bar  of  his  native  com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Day  was  born  in  the  city  of  Canton, 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Judge  William  R.  and 
Mary  E.  (Schaefer)  Day,  who  now  reside  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  where  the  father  is  an 
associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  after  long  having  been  a  dis- 
tinguished figure  in  the  civic  life  of  Ohio  as 
wpll  as  in  the  work  of  his  profession.  He  was 
born  in  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  Luther  Day,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Ohio. 

After  completing  the  curriculum  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  city,  William  L.  Day 
continued  his  studies  in  Williston  Academy,  at 
Easthampton,  Massachusetts.  In  1897  he  was 
matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  in  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1900  and  from 
which  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  forthwith  returned  to  his  home  in 
Canton,  where  he  engaged  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  where  he  became 
a  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of 
Lynch,  Day  &  Day,  whose  business  has  been 
one  of  wide  scope  and  importance.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  city  solicitor  in  1906  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  chosen 
as  his  own  successor  in  this  office,  of  which  he 
remained  incumbent  until  March,  1908,  when 
he  resigned  the  same  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  United  States  district  attorney 
for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio,  to  which 
preferment  he  had  been  advanced  through  ap- 
pointment by  President  Roosevelt.  His  ad- 
ministration has  been  marked  by  a  secure  grasp 
upon  the   legal   and  practical   details  of  the 


important  work  assigned  to  him  and  has  gained 
to  him  unequivocal  commendation  on  the  part 
of  his  professional  confreres  and  the  general 
public.  He  has  maintained  his  residence  in 
Cleveland  since  September,  1908.  Mr.  Day 
has  been  an  enthusiastic  and  efficient  worker 
in  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  prior 
to  receiving  his  present  official  appointment 
he  was  actively  identified  with  party  affairs 
in  the  eighteenth  congressional  district  of 
Ohio.  He  is  identified  with  various  fraternal 
organizations  and  with  the  Hermit,  the  Nisi 
Prius  and  the  Athletic  Clubs  of  Cleveland,  as 
well  as  representative  clubs  in  Canton. 

In  1902  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Day  to  Miss  Estelle  McKay,  daughter  of 
Hon.  William  McKay,  of  Caro,  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  have  one  son,  William  R., 
who  was  born  in  1904. 

Otto  E.  Haserodt. — Among  the  able  and 
popular  officials  of  Lorain  county  is  Mr.  Hase- 
rodt, who  is  county  auditor  and  who  is  also 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  with 
whose  annals  the  name  has  been  identified  for 
three-fourths  of  a  century.  In  the  different 
generations  the  members  of  the  family  have 
well  acquitted  themselves  and  have  at  all  times 
commanded  unequivocal  confidence  and  es- 
teem. The  original  progenitors  of  the  Hase- 
rodt family  in  the  Western  Reserve  were 
Henry  C.  and  Margaret  (Berdz)  Haserodt, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Prussia,  where 
the  former  was  born  in  1799  and  the  latter 
in  1807.  ^"  1834  they  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  shortly  after  their  arrival 
in  the  new  world  they  made  their  way  to  the 
fine  old  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio.  They  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Medina  county,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  for  many  years  and  where 
Henry  C.  Haserodt  attained  to  success  and 
independence  through  his  well  directed  labors 
in  connection  with  the  great  basic  industry  of 
agriculture.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the 
declining  years,  of  their  lives  in  Elyria,  where 
he  died  in  1887  and  where  she  passed  away 
in  1891.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

John  F.  Haserodt,  son  of  Henry  C.  and 
Margaret  (Berdz)  Haserodt,  is  now  living,  vir- 
tually retired  in  the  city  of  Elyria,  where  for 
many  years  he  was  actively  identified  with 
business  and  civic  affairs  and  where  he  holds 
a  secure  place  in  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem.   He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm 
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in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  8th  of  July,  1836,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional privileges  were  those  afforded  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  middle  pioneer  epoch 
in  this  section  of  the  Union.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  went  to  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land, where  he  served  a  thorough  apprentice- 
ship to  the  trade  of  harnessmaking,  in  which 
he  became  a  specially  skillful  workman.  In 
1857  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  trade  until 
1 861,  when,  his  sympathies  being  with  the 
Union,  he  returned  to  the  north  on  account  of 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  He  again  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where 
he  became  foreman  in  a  large  harnessmaking 
establishment,  in  which  he  continued  to  be  thus 
engaged  until  1867,  when  he  returned  to  ihe 
old  home  farm  in  Medina  county.  With  the 
work  and  management  of  the  farm  he  there- 
after continued  to  be  actively  identified  until 
1880,  when  he  engaged  in  the  harness  making 
business  in  Elyria,  where  he  soon  gained  a 
high  reputation  for  his  ability  in  making  light 
harness  of  the  best  type.  He  built  up  a  large 
and  substantial  trade  throughout  this  section 
of  the  state  and  he  continued  to  be  actively 
engaged  in  business  until  1904,  when  he  sold 
his  establishment.  He  has  since  lived  essen- 
tially retired  and  still  maintains  his  home  in 
Elyria.  He  has  taken  much  interest  in  the 
progress  and  prosperity  of  his  home  city  and 
was  formerly  actively  identified  with  public 
affairs  of  a  local  order.  For  three  full  terms 
he  represented  the  Fourth  ward  in  the  city 
council,  and  he  proved  a  valuable  member  of 
that  body.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  proclivities,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
are  influential  and  zealous  members  of  Grace 
Evangelical  church,  in  which  he  is  an  elder. 
In  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in  the  year  1861, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  John  F.  Hase- 
rodt  to  Miss  Johanna  M.  Meyer,  who  was 
born  in  Germany,  and  concerning  their  chil- 
dren the  following  brief  data  are  entered: 
George  F.  is  employed  in  the  Heldmyer  hard- 
ware store  in  Elyria ;  Rev.  Henry  H.  is  a  cler- 
gyman of  the  Lutheran  church  and  now  holds 
a  pastoral  charge  in  Alameda,  California ;  Lil- 
lie  C.  is  a  professional  nurse  and  resides  in 
Elyria ;  Edmund  B.  is  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
Qeveland  and  is  a  member  of  its  council,  as 
a  representative  of  the  Twenty-third  ward, 
serving  his  third  term.  William  L.,  who  is  in 
the  United  States  railroad  mail  service,  be- 
tween Cleveland  and    Syracuse,  New    York, 
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maintains  his  home  in  Elyria ;-  Otto  E.,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  review;  Oscar  P.  is  a 
member  of  the  Critz-Haserodt  Jewelry  Com- 
pany, of  Elyria;  Paul  M.  is  engaged  with  a 
wholesale  tea  and  coflfee  house  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland;  Violet  L.  remains  at  the  parental 
home;  Emanuel  is  engaged  with  a  leading 
jewelry  establishment  in  Cleveland;  and  Elmer 
is  a  student  in  Corncordia  Theological  Semi- 
nary, in  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

c3tto  E.  Haserodt  was  born  at  Liverpool, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  December  24,  1873, 
and  thus  became  a  welcome  Christmas  guest 
in  the  home  of  his  parents.  His  early  edu- 
cational discipline  was  secured  in  the  public 
schools  of  Elyria,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  became  a  clerical  assistant  in  a  gro- 
cery store  in  this  city.  Under  these  associations 
he  gained  a  valuable  business  experience  while 
still  a  boy,  and  through  self-discipline  he  eflfect- 
ually  amplified  his  educational  training.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  Mr.  Haserodt  assumed 
the  position  of  bookkeeper  for  the  Elyria  Lum- 
ber Company,  and  in  September,  18198,  he  re- 
ceived appointment  to  the  position  of  deputy 
auditor  of  Lorain  county.  In  October,  1905, 
he  was  appointed  county  auditor,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Henry  J.  Bar- 
rows, auditor-elect,  who  had  died  before  as- 
suming the  work  of  the  office.  In  1906  Mr. 
Haserodt  was  elected  to  the  office  of  auditor, 
without  opposition,  and  the  same  gratifying 
evidence  of  popular  appreciation  and  esteem 
was  accorded  him  in  1908,  when  he  was  chosen 
his  own  successor,  without  opposition,  and  re- 
ceiving the  largest  vote  cast  in  Lorain  county 
for  any  candidate  on  either  the  county  or  state 
tickets.  He  has  given  a  signally  able  adminis- 
tration of  the  important  office  of  which  he  has 
thus  been  in  tenure,  and  his  course  has  brought 
to  him  unqualified  commendation.  After  a 
regular  examination  by  the  state  bureau  of  ac- 
counting the  efficiency  of  the  office  was  most 
highly  complimented,  and  Mr.  Haserodt  has 
ever  been  on  the  alert  to  adopt  or  inaugurate 
any  method  to  facilitate  the  workings  of  his 
office  for  thoroughness  and  for  the  convenience 
of  his  constituents.  In  politics  he  is  arrayed 
as  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Elyria 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  is  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Lorain  County  Banking  Com- 
pany and  is  a  stockholder  in  one  other  banking 
institution.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  members 
of  Grace  Evangelical  church.  On  October  8, 
1901,  Mr.  Haserodt  was  united  in  marriage  to 
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Perryville  Lodge,  No.  792,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and 
religiously  Mrs.  Reed  belongs  to  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church. 

William  L.  Day. — i\s  incumbent  of  the  of- 
fice of  United  States  district  attorney  for  the 
northern  district  of  Ohio,  with  headquarters 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Mr.  Day  is  entitled 
to  representation  in  a  publication  of  the  prov- 
ince assigned  to  the  one  at  hand ;  but,  further 
than  this,  he  has  attained  to  no  minor  distinc- 
tion in  a  profession  dignified  by  the  lives 
and  services  of  both  his  father  and  paternal 
grandfather,  whose  names  and  labors  have  an 
enduring  place  in  the  annals  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  and  he  himself  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  able  members  of  the  bar  of  his  native  com- 
monwealth. 

Mr.  Day  was  born  in  the  city  of  Canton, 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  the  13th  of  August, 
1876,  and  is  a  son  of  Judge  William  R.  and 
Mary  E.  (Schaefer)  Day,  who  now  reside  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  where  the  father  is  an 
associate  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
United  States,  after  long  having  been  a  dis- 
tinguished figure  in  the  civic  life  of  Ohio  as 
well  as  in  the  work  of  his  profession.  He  was 
born  in  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  son  of  the  late  Judge  Luther  Day,  who 
was  for  many  years  a  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  Ohio. 

After  completing  the  curriculum  of  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  his  native  city,  William  L.  Day 
continued  his  studies  in  Williston  Academy,  at 
Easthampton,  Massachusetts.  In  1897  ^^  was 
matriculated  in  the  law  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan,  in  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1900  and  from 
which  he  received  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Laws.  He  forthwith  returned  to  his  home  in 
Canton,  where  he  engaged  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  and  where  he  became 
a  member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of 
Lynch,  Day  &  Day,  whose  business  has  been 
one  of  wide  scope  and  importance.  He  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  city  solicitor  in  1906  and 
at  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  was  chosen 
as  his  own  successor  in  this  office,  of  which  he 
remained  incumbent  until  March,  1908,  when 
he  resigned  the  same  to  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  of  United  States  district  attorney 
for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio,  to  which 
preferment  he  had  been  advanced  through  ap- 
pointment by  President  Roosevelt.  His  ad- 
ministration has  been  marked  by  a  secure  grasp 
upon  the  legal  and  practical   details  of  the 


important  work  assigned  to  him  and  has  gained 
to  him  unequivocal  commendation  on  the  part 
of  his  professional  confreres  and  the  general 
public.  He  has  maintained  his  residence  in 
Cleveland  since  September,  1908.  Mr.  Day 
has  been  an  enthusiastic  and  efficient  worker 
in  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and  prior 
to  receiving  his  present  official  appointment 
he  was  actively  identified  with  party  affairs 
in  the  eighteenth  congressional  district  of 
Ohio.  He  is  identified  with  various  fraternal 
organizations  and  with  the  Hermit,  the  Nisi 
Prius  and  the  Athletic  Clubs  of  Cleveland,  as 
well  as  representative  clubs  in  Canton. 

In  1902  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Day  to  Miss  Estelle  McKay,  daughter  of 
Hon.  William  McKay,  of  Caro,  Michigan. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  have  one  son,  William  R., 
who  was  born  in  1904. 

Otto  E.  Haserodt. — Among  the  able  and 
popular  officials  of  Lorain  county  is  Mr.  Hase- 
rodt, who  is  county  auditor  and  who  is  also 
a  representative  of  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  with 
whose  annals  the  name  has  been  identified  for 
three-fourths  of  a  century.  In  the  different 
generations  the  members  of  the  family  have 
well  acquitted  themselves  and  have  at  all  times 
commanded  unequivocal  confidence  and  es- 
teem. The  original  progenitors  of  the  Hase- 
rodt family  in  the  Western  Reserve  were 
Henry  C.  and  Margaret  (Berdz)  Haserodt, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Prussia,  where 
the  former  was  born  in  1799  and  the  latter 
in  1807.  In  1834  they  immigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  shortly  after  their  arrival 
in  the  new  world  they  made  their  way  to  the 
fine  old  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio.  They  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Medina  county,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  for  many  years  and  where 
Henry  C.  Haserodt  attained  to  success  and 
independence  through  his  well  directed  labors 
in  connection  with  the  great  basic  industry  of 
agriculture.  Both  he  and  his  wife  passed  the 
declining  yearsi  of  their  lives  in  Elyria,  where 
he  died  in  1887  and  where  she  passed  away 
in  1891.  Both  were  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church. 

John  F.  Haserodt,  son  of  Henry  C.  and 
Margaret  (Berdz)  Haserodt,  is  now  living  vir- 
tually retired  in  the  city  of  Elyria,  where  for 
many  years  he  was  actively  identified  with 
business  and  civic  affairs  and  where  he  holds 
a  secure  place  in  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem.   He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  farm 


%.sy 


I402 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Arthur  J.  was  educated  at  the  district  school 
and  resided  at  Thompson,  Ohio,  until  he  was 
fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  removed  to 
Perry  township  and  worked  on  the  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  Going  then  to 
Cold  water,  Michigan,  he  engaged  in  the  truck 
and  garden  business,  which  he  conducted  eight 
years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  returning  to 
Perry  township,  and  he  has  ever  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming,  being  one  of  the  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  Perry  township. 

Mr.  Warren  married  November  lo,  1885, 
Miss  Nellie  Welch,  of  Painesville,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Mark  vVelch.  They  have  four 
children,  Ethelyn,  Harold,  Spencer  and  Meari. 

Mahu)N  C.  Bemis  is  one  of  the  prominent 
agriculturists  of  Black  River  township.  He 
is  a  son  of  one  of  the  township's  earliest  pio- 
neers, Nathaniel  Bemis,  who  was  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1800.  The  latter's  father 
died  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of  age,  and 
he  was  then  bound  out,  but  he  ran  away  and 
in  18 1 2  came  to  Ohio  with  his  grandparents, 
who  settled  at  Euclid.  Cleveland  at  that  time 
was  a  hamlet  of  not  more  than  a  dozen  houses, 
and  the  grandfather  deciding  that  the  land 
about  there  was  too  poor  for  settlement  he 
bought  at  Euclid,  fourteen  miles  east.  A  few 
years  after  this  Nathaniel  Bemis  came  to  what 
is  now  Lorain  county  and  bought  land  at  ten 
shillings  an  acre  on  the  ridge  south  of  what 
is  now  the  city  of  Lorain.  He  owned  at  differ- 
ent times  most  of  the  land  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  finally  settled  on  the  farm  now 
known  as  the  Wilford  homestead  in  Black 
River  township,  where  he  lived  for  many  years. 
A  few  years  before  his  death  he  moved  to  the 
Aikens  farm  on  the  Ridge  road,  where  he  died 
in  1877.  His  first  wife  was  Abigail  McGoon, 
and  of  the  three  sons  and  four  daughters  which 
blessed  their  union  only  two  daughters  are  now 
living,  and  the  wife  and  mother  died  in  about 
1848.  In  1850  Mr.  Bemis  married  Clarissa 
Crosier,  who  was  born  at  Euclid,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Jason  Crosier,  and  she  died  in  the 
fall  of  1904.  Of  the  son  and  daughter  which 
were  born  of  this  second  union,  the  latter,  Car- 
rie R.,  married  James  Bird  Chapman  and  is 
living,  in  Cleveland. 

Mahlon  C.  Bemis,  the  son,  was  born  on  the 
old  Wilford  farm  on  the  Ridge  road  in  Black 
River  township,  April  7,  1851,  and  he  was 
reared  and  has  spent  his  Hfe  in  this  section  of 
the  township.  He  attended  the  district  schools, 
and  he  remained  with  his  father  on  the  home 


farm  until  the  latter's  death.  In  about  1879 
he  succeeded  to  a  part  of  the  Wilford  farm 
and  also  to  a  part  of  the  Aiken  farm,  and  he 
built  his  present  home  on  a  part  of  the  latter 
tract.  He  now  owns  a  well  improved  farm  of 
thirty-seven  acres,  with  electric  railroad  facili- 
ties almost  at  his  door. 

Mr.  Bemis  married,  November  24,  1874,  Ada 
M.  Goodrich,  born  at  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
on  October  3,  1854,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  D. 
and  Henrietta  (Chamberlain)  Goodrich,  the 
mother  from  Michigan,  althou^  her  parents 
were  from  the  Genesee  valley  in  New  York, 
and  the  father  was  also  from  the  Empire  state. 
liOth  families  were  of  English  origin  and  were 
early  residents  of  the  New  England  states. 
Joseph  D.  Goodrich  served  with  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
Company  F,  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting 
from  Oberlin  in  1861,  and  re-enlisting  in  1863 
he  served  throughout  the  entire  war  and  died  at 
Amherst,  Ohio,  in  1889.  His  wife  died  in  the 
year  of  i860.  Of  their  three  children  one  (Ued 
in  infancy,  and  Ida  Lenora  married  Robert 
Patterson,  a  quarry  superintendent  for  the 
Cleveland  Stone  Company,  and  their  home  is 
in  Amherst.  Three  children  have  also  been 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bemis.  Maynard  New- 
ton, born  May  i,  1876,  married  Augusta  P. 
Hamel,  from  Monroeville,  Ohio,  and  he  is  now 
an  auditor  for  the  National  Tube  Company  at 
Lorain.  They  have  two  children,  Clara  K. 
and  Ranald  De  L.  Bernard  Deane,  bom  De- 
cember 28,  1879,  is  in  business  in  Amherst. 
He  married  Gertrude  Gove,  from  Lorain,  and 
they  have  one  daughter,  Ola  E.  Clifford  A., 
born  August  20,  1884,  is  the  manager  of  the 
telephone  exchange  at  South  Lorain.  He  mar- 
ried Lena  M.  Scott,  and  they  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Margaret  Mae.  Mr.  Bemis  has  served 
Black  River  township  as  a  school  director,  and 
in  1905  he  was  appointed  a  township  trustee 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  has  been  twice  elected  to 
that  office,  in  1907  and  in  1909.  Mr.  Bemis 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as  a  member 
of  the  county  executive  committee  and  for  the 
past  ten  years  has  been  central  committeeman 
for  Black  River  township.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Maccabees  fraternity,  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  arc  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Mrs.  A.  Jenette  Sherman,  widow  of  John 
Warren  Sherman,  was  born  January  16,  1839, 
in  r)rimfield  township  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Elbridge  and  Almira  J.  (Dunning)  Moulton, 
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the  former  born  in  Munson,  Massachusetts. 
Elbridge  Moulton  was  the  son  of  Harrison  G. 
Mouhon,  and  grandson  of  Daniel  Moulton; 
they  came  to  Brimfield  township,  Portage  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  in  1817.  Almira  J.  Dunning,  mother 
of  Mrs.  Sherman,  was  born  in  New  Milford, 
Connecticut,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Amasa  and 
Polly  (Squires)  Dunning,  who  removed  to 
Rootstown,  Ohio,  from  Bridgeport,  Connecti- 
cut, in  1820. 

Elbridge  Moulton  and  his  wife  had  three 
children,  A.  Jenette,  Lucy  M.,  deceased,  wife 
of  Byron  J.  Stillwell,  of  Brimfield  township, 
and  John  Quincy  Moulton ;  the  latter  was  born 
November  15,  1846,  in  Brimfield  township,  and 
married  Eliza,  daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary 
Ann  (Royer)  Heckman.  He  has  one  child, 
Nina  E.,  wife  of  Harry  Williams,  cashier  of 
the  City  National  Bank,  of  Akron,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Jeannette  and  Mildred. 

A.  Jenette  Moulton  married  John  Warren 
Shermian,  son  of  Captain  Harris  and  Sallie 
(Morgan)  Sherman,  born  October  29,  1834. 
Captain  Harris  Sherman  settled  in  Brimfield 
township  in  183 1,  locating  on  lot  52,  which  he 
cleared  and  improved,  and  lived  there  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Sherman,  son  of  Thomas  Sherman,  son  of  Dr. 
John  Sherman,  who  was  the  son  of  Rev.  James 
Sherman,  a  descendant  of  Dr.  John  Sherman, 
who  emigrated  from  England  in  1634,  and 
settled  in  Watertown,  Massachusetts.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sherman  were  married  September  7, 
1862,  and  they  became  parents  of  two  children, 
Florence  A.  and  Howard  C. ;  the  latter  died 
March  2^.  1867.  Florence  A.  Sherman  was 
bom  in  Brimfield  township,  and  was  married 
February  22,  1900,  to  Edward  M.  Jones;  they 
live  with  her  mother  on  the  home  farm,  where 
they  do  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
Mr.  Sherman  was  a  member  and  past  master 
of  Rockton  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Kent.  He 
died  October  26,  1891,  at  his  home  in  l>rimfield 
township. 

Lucius  F.  Piutlkr.  an  agriculturist  in 
Rootstnvn  townshij),  was  born  in  Atwater 
township  of  Portage  county  August  21,  1836. 
He  is  a  son  of  Luther  Putler,  born  in  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  November  13,  1801,  and 
a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  David  and 
Betsy  (Foot)  Butler,  who  with  their  family 
of  thirteen  children  came  bv  way  of  the  Erie 
canal  to  BuflFalo.  New  York,  and  thence  by 
l)oat  to  Cleveland.  Luther  Butler  had  been  a 
cod  fisher,  and  he  brought  with  him  to  his  new 


home  1,400  pounds  of  codfish,  which  he  traded 
for  other  edibles,  and  thus  kept  in  provisions 
for  a  long  time.  The  grandparents  settled  in 
Atwater  township,  their  farm  adjoining  that 
of  the  Jones  family.  The  son  Luther  subse- 
quently married  Eliza  Jones,  who  was  born 
in  that  township  in  1808,  a  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Betsie  (Natoon)  Jones.  Jeremiah 
Jones,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Atwater  township,  where  he 
located  when  the  country  was  covered  with 
timber  and  inhabited  by  wild  beasts.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Butler  located  on 
the  farm  he  owned  in  Atwater  township.  He 
was  a  Republican  politically  and  he  served  as 
a  drum  major  in  the  state  militia.  He  died  in 
October  of  1895,  ^^^  ^^^s  wife  had  died  in  1889. 
Their  six  children  are:  Lyman  Wooster,  of 
Putnam  county,  this  state;  Lucius  F.,  men- 
tioned below;  Sidney  and  Anson,  both  de- 
ceased, the  former  dying  in  infancy;  Susan, 
the  wife  of  Marcus  Norton,  of  Rootstown; 
and  Henry  W.,  of  Atwater  station. 

Lucius  F.  Butler  continued  to  live  with  his 
parents  for  four  years  after  his  marriage,  and 
he  then  bought  forty-five  acres  of  land  near 
Atwater  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shingles.  He  was  also  engaged  in  a  mercan- 
tile business  at  Atwater  station  with  the  firm 
of  Brush  and  Alden,  but  after  eight  years  there 
he  sold  his  interest  and  moved  to  the  farm  he 
had  bought  in  Rootstown  township,  which  now 
contains  over  200  acres  of  fertile  and  well  im- 
proved land.  He  is  engaged  in  a  general  line 
of  farming  and  in  the  raising  of  draft  horses. 

Mr.  Butler  married  on  July  9,  1862,  Elvira 
R.  Huffman,  who  was  born  in  Rootstown 
township,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Jane 
(Sumerill)  Huffman,  who  were  from  Vir- 
ginia. The  two  children  of  this  union  are 
^lary  L.  and  Clarence  AL  The  daughter  mar- 
ried Dr.  S.  W.  Mellott,  of  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  the  son  is  in  the  employ  of  the  pension 
department  as  special  examiner  in  that  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Butler  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  has  served  his  township  as  a  trus- 
tee, and  during,  two  terms  as  president  of  the 
board  of  education. 

Franklin  Earnmst  Revnoli:s,  who  is  oper- 
ating the  old  William  Teller  farm  in  Nelson 
township  (the  title  of  which  runs  direct  from 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company),  is  identified 
with  a  family  whose  members  are  concerned 
not  only  in  the  material  progress  of  the  W^est- 
ern  Reserve,  but  wnth  the  establishment  and 
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development  of  its  religious  institutions.  He 
himself  was  bom  in  Hayfield  township,  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  on  December  2, 
1866.  After  obtaining  a  good  education  in  the 
district  schools  of  his  native  township  and  in 
the  graded  schools  of  Magnolia  and  West- 
chester, Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  gave 
his  tin^e  to  farm  work  and  continued  to  thus 
devote  himself  until  he  was  twentv  vears  of 
age.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  about  a  dozen  years,  re- 
turning then  to  his  youthful  avocation,  to 
which  he  has  since  continuouslv  devoted  him- 
self.  He  came  into  possession  of  his  present 
fine  homestead  of  sixty-three  acres  nine  years 
ago. 

Rev.  Daniel  Franklin  Reynolds,  the  father, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  November  14,  1824, 
and  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  when  he  was 
but  a  boy.  He  became  one  of  the  pioneer  min- 
isters of  the  United  Brethren  church  and  one 
of  its  leading  organizers  in  the  Reserve.  He 
died  September  17,  1909.  He  married  Miss 
Polly  Soles,  daughter  of  Manson  and  Lucretia 
(Bragg)  Soles,  who  died  July  30,  1906,  in 
West  Salem,  Ohio,  mother  of  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  are  living. 

On  May  13,  1897,  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  this 
sketch,  married  Mrs.  Rebecca  Vesey  (nee 
Leiby),  daughter  of  John  and  Christina  Leiby. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  is  a  native  of  Braceville,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  born  December  5,  1868.  Her 
father  was  born  near  Leavittsburg,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  Braceville  in  September,  1902;  his 
widow  (mother  of  nine  children)  is  a  native 
of  Champion,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Franklin  E.  Reynolds  passed  away  May  17, 
1907,  and  is  also  buried  at  Braceville,  mother 
of  the  following :  John  FrankHn,  born  Decem- 
ber 7,  1898;  ClifTord  Jay,  born  April  26,  1900, 
and  Gertrude  Alice,  born  August  26,  1904. 

John  H.  Dextkr  is  a  native  of  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  where  he  was  born  on  May  12,  1868, 
and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Merey  A. 
Dexter,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  and 
reared  in  the  state  of  Vermont  and  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  about  1845,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  identified  with  the  Lake  Shore 
and  Michigan  Southern  railroad. 

John  H.  Dexter  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Cleveland  for  his  early  education, 
and  his  entire  business  career  has  been  identi- 
fied with  financial  institutions  of  this  city.  At 
an  early  age  he  became  office  boy  and  mes- 
senger in  the  People's  Savings  Bank,  in  which 


institution  he  ad\'anced  through  the  various 
grades  of  promotion  until  he  became  one  of 
its  principal  executive  officers.  He  was  active- 
ly concerned  in  the  administration  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  bank  for  a  period  of  twenty  years 
and  at  the  time  of  his  retirement  was  vice- 
president  of  the  institution.  Since  1905  he  has 
held  the  office  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Society  for  Sanngs  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Cleveland  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Union  and  Euclid  Clubs. 

Joseph  W.  Rothgery. — Among  the  pioneer 
German  families  of  Lorain  count\'  is  promi- 
nently numbered  the  Rothgerys,  who  estab- 
lished their  home  here  in  the  year  of  1842. 
The  first  representatives  of  the  family  in  the 
United  States  were  Nicholas  Rothgery  and  his 
son  Mathias,  natives  of  Drees,  Prussia.  Nicho- 
las and  his  wife  Emma,  together  with  Mathias 
and  his  wife,  Gertrude  Larscheid,  and  their 
three  children,  John  Peter,  Anna  Mary  and 
Mary  Gertrude,  left  their  home  in  Germany 
in  the  spring  of  1842.  crossed  the  ocean  in  a 
sailing  vessel  and  landed  in  the  harbor  of  New 
York.  They  stopped  for  a  time  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  same  year  came  to  Avon  town- 
ship in  Lorain  county.  Emma  Rothgery  spent 
the  remainder  of  her  life  there,  but  Nicholas, 
her  husband,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter 
in  Racine,  Wisconsin,  age  eighty-nine  years, 

Mathias  Rothgery,  bom  at  Drees,  Prussia, 
February  14,  1806,  married  there  Gertrude 
Larscheid,  and  of  the  five  children  bom  to 
them  in  their  native  land  two  died  before  the 
emigration  to  this  country,  and  the  mother 
died  in  the  year  of  1846,  at  the  age  of  forty 
years.  Mrs.  Gertrude  Rothgery  Schaden, 
daughter  of  Mathias  Rothgery,  was  bom  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1842,  at  Drees,  Prussia,  Germany.  She 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1842  and 
was  married  to  Anthony  Schaden  August  19, 
1867.  She  was  the  mother  of  five  children. 
Nearly  all  of  her  life  was  spent  in  Lorain  coun- 
ty. Her  death  occurred  December  16;  1909, 
at  her  home  near  Elyria,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven.  For  his  second  wife  Mathias  Rothgery 
married  Catherine  Krizer,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1808,  and  she  died  on  March  19, 
1883,  At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr. 
Rothgery  she  was  a  widow  with  three  sons: 
Nicholas,  aged  thirteen  years ;  John,  aged  nine 
years;  and  Mathias.  aged  seven  years.  This 
little  family  were  ninety-three  days  in  crossing* 
the  ocean  to  the  United  States,  and  upon  their 
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arrival  the  tr&3cher  bought  ten  acres  <}£  land  oa 
the  Saow  road  vi  East  Avoo,  Lorain  cocnty. 
Ohio,  and  with  the  help  of  her  sons  btnlt  a 
little  cabin  there«3n.  They  at  once  began  clear- 
ing their  !an«l  Their  tirst  Little  cabin  hotne 
was  destroved  bv  the  falling  of  a  tree,  and  the 
second  little  b:me  was  destr»3ved  by  are.  Cn 
the  three  sons  o  f  that  faniily :  Nicholas  cred  in 
Michigan,  John  diei  in  Lorain  and  Mathias 
&td  in  Michigan.  Two  sons  were  bom  to  the 
marriage  tmiiDn  of  Mathias  Rothgery  and  Cath- 
erine Kxizer.  and  the  yotniger  son.  -\ntone. 
lives  in  CIeve!an»l  Marhias  RDthgery  iiied 
on  December  6.  1887.  ^^^^n  he  came  &d  Lo- 
rain county  he  NDught  a  small  farm  in  Avon 
township,  -on  the  Center  n^ai  but  after  living 
there  two  years  he  moved  into  Sheffield  town- 
ship and  bought  a  tann  one-half  mile  south  of 
the  Cathclic  rfiurch,  in  the  town  of  Sheffield, 
spending  the  remainder  of  his  life  there. 

Joseph  \V.  Roti^:cr>".  the  first  bom  s*3n  of 
Mathias  and  Catherine,  was  bom  on  the  Avi^n 
township  iarai  April  19.  1849,  ^°<J  ^^  ^"^^s 
reared  to  farm  life  and  attended  scho*3L  in  the 
oM  log  school  houses,  with  slab  seats,  so  com- 
mon in  the  carlv  davs  of  Lorain  cotmtv.  In 
1871  he  bought  a  farm  at  Lake  Breeze  in  Shef- 
fidd  township,  and  there  followed  famiing 
until  his  marriage  in  1877  and  removal  to 
Ehria.  But  after  one  vcar  there  he  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Sheffield  town- 
ship, a  year  later  built  a  home  at  Lake  Breeze 
and  moved  there,  for  three  years  fr«xn  1894 
Uved  in  Lorain,  and  returning  again  to  the 
Lake  Breeze  farm  has  lived  there  to  the  pres- 
ent time.  In  i8ql2  he  embarked  in  the  farm 
mipfeinent,  flour,  it^,  hay  and  grain  business 
in  Lorain,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  R'>jt 
Brothers  &  Rothgen.-.  Tw«:»  years  later  the 
firm  name  became  Rjot  &  Roth2:er>.  and  in 
1907  Mr.  Rothger\-  succeederi  to  the  entire 
business.  At  that  time  the  firm  failed  nnar- 
cially.  but  they  were  able  to  pay  .i-i'lar  for 
dollar  towards  their  indehterlness.  an. I  the  h'jsi- 
ness  is  now  in  a  noirrishins:  cor-iiti'-.n.  con- 
ducted under  the  name  •::  f.  \\\  R  th^er^/ 

In  1877  Mr.  Rothsrery  ntarrie'^:  .Vnna  \rarv 
Frank,  whi>  was  bom  in  lo-va  rn  f ar.ua rr  18. 
1854.  a  daughter  of  John  pv^-rr  Frank,  rr-ni 
the  Fatherland  of  Germany  an*^  -a ho  re-yle*^!  in 
Avon  tovi-nship.  Mr-.  Rth^rery  on  \fay  r. 
1909.  while  driving,  met  with  ar.  acc:^!-rr.t  and 
was  instantly  killed.  A  bo'.t  in  the  huzzy  giv- 
ing way,  the  shafts  dro;,ped  to  the  ground, 
and  in  the  overturning  of  the  huzgy  *he  wa- 
thrown  to  the  ground  on  the  -rt'.ne  pavement. 


the  mother  of  eight  children:  Joseph 
Madtias,  Mary  Theresa  (deceased*.  Peter 
Frank.  Anna,  Jtrlia.  Carl  F..  Flt»retice  and  Al- 
bert. Mr.  Rothgery  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen of  Lorain  counrv. 

Capt-vix  XeeijS  M.  R-\smi"SSEX.  who  is  in- 
cumbent iZ-f  the  resp»jcsible  posit>jn  oi  keeper 
of  the  Unitel  States  life-saving  station  at  Farr- 
z^r-rt  Harb«:r.  Lake  o:-tmrv.  has  held  this  omce 
"jince  iSotS.  an*!  in  the  same  has  nta-ie  an  ad- 
mirable reoird.  with  the  able  oz-^iperation  oi 
his  or-ros  of  ei^ht  assistants. 

Cn  J nne  25.  lS<:*>.  was  eifecte^i  the  res*nie  of 
a  btjy  who  had  fallen  overb»:ard  from  a  passing 
vessel.  August  2r:*  ^?i  the  same  year  the  steam- 
er "5.  L-  Tilley."  of  St.  Catherines.  C^ntario. 
Cana«ia,  caught  nre  nine  miies  on  sh«:re  and 
was  abandoned  by  the  crew.  Captain  Rasmus- 
sen  and  his  m.en  rendered  elective  assistance 
in  extinguishing  the  nre  and  the  nineteen  men. 
wh*3  had  already  ND>ar>led  a  passing  schooner. 
were  brotirfit  in  safety-  to  Fairpzrt  Harbor. 
r>n  the  ^d  O'f  the  foDzwing  September,  a 
dredge  was  fotmdered  in  a  gale  and  w:ss  aban- 
doned, and  the  life-saving  crew  tmder  direction 
of  Captain  Rasmussen.  put  in  practically  the 
entire  night,  which  was  cold  and  tempestuous, 
in  searching  f«3r  the  men  who  had  been  on  the 
dretlge.  It  was  finally  discovered  that  they 
had  teen  rescueil  by  a  tug.  <>n  Augtrst  2xx 
i»xij.  the  "QtKen  of  the  West."  foundered  off 
the  shore  abc-ut  nve  miles  distant  fnzkm  Fair- 
p»z-rt  Harb»Dr.  and  its  crew  and  passengers  were 
rescnei  by  a  steamer  which  went  to  their  re- 
lief, after  which  the  life-saving  crew  remained 
on  duty  imtil  the  vessel  sank.  C»n  the  J4.tli  of 
the  f»:IIo-wing  month  the  steamer  "Po'Ctage"* 
went  adrift,  havin;^  I^zst  ancbz-r  when  aSziut 
ten  miles  cr  shore.  The  lite-saving  crew. 
after  eleven  honrs  'Zz  ar-inons  w-?rk  in  nghriag 
a  hi;2:h  sea.  at  r.icht.  '.vas  a^-.e  t '  reach  the 
ves-rl  an-i  ^rin^:  t-:  -h'-re  it-  -^rtain  and  men. 
^r.ir  '.vas  :r.r:  •  t  t-~e  r-j^rte-t  exrrer.ences  en- 
onrtcrc'i  ':v  the  crtw  .:-nr:nc  ?he  time  that 
Lap  tain  Ra-^mti-scn  >-!-  zrfrrn  at  it-  hex:.  *~*n 
*  fotoh-er  II.  i-'AZ^.  a  scva  that  r^i  reen  in  to-w 
•: :  a  ttis:  '"^r^rke  I^tise  in  a  st'zrm  an«l  irifted 
a-hore.  The  r;;v"':  nten  ■  n  the  sozw  were  res- 
one -i  ^v  the  Fairr«'r:  Har'zor  r-en.  -xry  fitind 
them  greatly  exhian^trd.  •  'n  .\tzgtiit  S.  i*>o6, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Hawkins,  cz  Painesville. 
*'fhio.  were  on  the  f  ier  and  Mr5.  Hawkiris  fell 
into  the  lake.  wherenp«:n  her  husband  ;tmtped 
to  her  rescue  and  managed  te  marntafr  his  hold 
until  the  life-sa^-ing  crew  ccci«i  come  to  their 
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aid.  On  the  226  of  the  following  November 
the  **Charles  P.  Hill"  went  aground  at  a  point 
twelve  miles  below  the  Fairport  Harbor  sta- 
tion, from  which  point  the  service  boats  were 
towed  down  by  a  tug  and  took  off  the  twenty- 
one  men  on  the  vessel,  in  a  strong  northwest 
gale.  The  life  boats  made  three  trips  between 
the  steamer  and  the  tug,  one-half  mile  off 
shore,  and  the  stranded  vessel  was  in  eighteen 
feet  of  water. 

On  July  2,  1907,  the  service  crew  rescued 
two  young  men  from  an  overturned  canoe  to 
which  they  clung.  On  the  i8th  of  the  follow- 
ing month  the  **Kate  White,"  a  fishing  tug, 
with  seven  men,  went  ashore  close  to  the  Fair- 
port  Harbor  pier,  in  a  terrific  gale^  and  the 
life  crew  effected  the  rescue  of  all  the  men, 
after  a  period  of  severe  exertion.  The  captain 
of  this  vessel,  John  Dailey,  recently  lost  his  life, 
while  in  command  of  the  tug  *'Floss."  On 
August  28,  1907,  the  fast  naphtha  tug 
**Marion"  exhausted  its  supply  of  fuel  when 
eight  miles  out,  and  after  remaining  out  all 
night  the  little  craft,  with  its  two  men,  was 
towed  in  by  the  Fairport  crew, — a  distance  of 
tnree  miles.  On  June  16,  1908,  the  crew  towed 
in  the  naphtha  launch  "Alleretta,"  with  nine 
persons  on  board,  and  provided  for  the  pas- 
sengers at  the  station.  Within  the  regime  of 
Captain  Rasmussen  fully  150  persons  have 
been  rescued,  and  it  is  altogether  probable  that 
the  greater  number  would  have  perished  had 
not  the  gallant  crew  from  the  Fairport  Harbor 
station  gone  to  their  aid.  The  foregoing  record 
is  worthy  of  perpetuation  in  this  publication, 
as  indicating  that  the  life  of  the  brave  rescuers 
maintained  by  the  government  is  not  one  of 
sybaritic  case  but  rather  one  of  arduous  toil 
and  great  perils,  from  the  "merciful,  merciless 
sea.'*  The  cases  noted  above  indicate  only  a 
small  part  of  the  work  done  by  the  Fairport 
ilarbor  crew  during  the  period  covered,  but  the 
record  is  sufficiently  significant  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  sketch. 

Captain  Niels  M.  Rasmussen  comes  naturally 
bv  his  love  of  the  sea,  as  he  is  a  scion  of  a  mari- 
time  race  whose  valorous  deeds  have  been  the 
theme  of  song  and  story  for  centuries.  He  was 
bom  in  Denmark,  in  the  year  i860,  and  the 
place  of  his  nativity  was  Long  Island,  in  the 
Baltic  sea.  He  received  such  educational  ad- 
\-Qntages  as  were  offered  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  place,  but  he  initiated  his 
career  as  a  sailor  when  but  fourteen  years  of 
age.  From  that  time  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  ne  was  empK)ye(l  on  various  vessels, 


and  his  voyages  brought  him  to  the  ports  of 
Iceland  and  the  Mediterranean  sea, — showing 
the  diversity  of  his  experiences.  On  April  21, 
1878,  he  first  landed  in  the  United  States,  and 
thereafter  he  was  identified  with  the  naviga- 
tion activities  of  the  Great  Lakes  as  a  sailor 
until  1881.  In  1882  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  United  States  navy,  in  which  he  served  ten 
years  and  seven  months,  within  which  time  he 
was  assigned  to  duty  on  such  vessels  as  the 
"Nipsic."  the  **Minnesota"  and  the  "Powhat- 
tan."  For  seven  years  of  his  term  he  was  on 
duty  on  the  old  United  States  "Michigan,"  on 
the  Great  Lakes,  a  boat  now  known  as  the 
"Wolverine"  and  still  retained  in  service  on  the 
lakes. 

In  1893  Captain  Rasmussen  entered  the 
United  States  life-saving  service,  and  he  was 
stationed  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  until  1898, 
when  he  was  assigned  to  his  present  important 
charge,  in  which  he  succeeded  Captain  George 
F.  Babcock,  who  had  held  the  position  for 
twenty-two  consecutive  years.  The  captain  is 
a  man  of  impregnable  courage,  calm  judgment 
in  the  face  of  perils  and  emergencies,  of  genial 
nature  and  of  utmost  integrity,  so  that  he  nat- 
urally holds  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him,  and  especially  those  who  have 
appreciation  of  his  earnest  and  useful  career  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States  government. 
His  political  allegiance  is  given  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  and  his  wife  hold  member- 
ship in  the  Lutheran  church,  in  whose  faith  he 
was  reared. 

While  a  resident  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  Cap- 
tain Rasmussen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Emma  Weber,  who  was  born  on  the  island  of 
Gottland,  in  the  Baltic  sea,  and  who  is  of 
Swedish  ancestry.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Rasmus- 
sen have  three  sons, — Martin,  who  likewise  is 
identified  with  the  L^nited  States  life-saving 
service  and  who  is  now  stationed  at  Ashtabula, 
Ohio ;  George,  who  is  in  the  same  service  and 
stationed  at  Cleveland ;  and  Edward  who  is  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  Fairport  Harbor. 

Marcena  Monroe  Hulbert. — Prominent 
and  well  known  among,  the  agriculturists  -of 
Rootstown  township  in  Portage  county  stands 
Marcena  M.  Hulbert,  a  native  born  son  of  the 
community  and  a  representative  of  a  family 
that  has  long  been  identified  with  Portage 
county.  He  was  born  on  November  22,  1853, 
to  the  marriao^e  union  of  Riley  and  Charlotta 
(Sabin)  Hulbert,  who  were  bom  respectively 
in  Springfield  township  of  Stark  county  and  in 
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Suffield  township  of  Portage  county,  and  his 
grandparents  on  both  sides,  Jamin  and  Dia- 
dama  Hulbert  and  Ephraim  and  Jerusha  Sabin, 
were  from  Connecticut.  Hut  both  famiHes  be- 
came pioneers  of  this  section  of  Ohio,  locating 
here  when  timber  covered  its  lands,  and  here 
Riley  Hulbert  and  Charlotta  Sabin  were  mar- 
ried and  began  life  for  themselves  in  Suffield 
township.  But  after  a  few  years  there  they 
came  to  Rootstown  township,  purchasing  a 
little  farm  here  of  fifty  acres,  largely  covered 
with  timber,  and  Riley  Hulbert  in  time  became 
one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  his  com- 
munity and  active  in  its  political  life,  although 
he  never  held  office.  He  died  in  the  year  of 
1897,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  the  follow- 
ing year.  Of  their  three  children  Loring  Hul- 
bert is  an  agriculturist  in  Randolph  township, 
and  Albert  died  in  1890. 

Marcena  M.  Hulbert,  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  lived  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
his  marriage,  when  he  became  a  farmer  of 
Randolph  township,  but  about  five  years  later 
he  purchased  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in 
the  home  estate  and  has  since  lived  on  this 
homestead,  but  he  has  added  twenty  acres  more 
to  its  boundaries  and  has  made  it  one  of  the 
most  valuable  estates  of  Rootstown  township. 

August  17,  1885,  Mr.  Hulbert  wedded  Mrs. 
Mar>'  Allen  Baker,  who  was  born  in  Randolph 
township,  a  daughter  of  Luke  and  Lucy  ( Stan- 
ford) Allen,  also  of  that  township,  and  she  is 
a  granddaughter  on  the  paternal  side  of  Ben- 
jamin and  Minervy  (Beach)  Allen,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  on  the  maternal  of  Leroy  and 
Mirantha  (Bartholomew)  Stanford.  She  has 
been  twice  married,  but  her  first  husband, 
Sherwood  Baker,  of  Edinboro  township,  was 
killed  by  a  railroad  train,  leaving  besides  his 
widow  a  daughter,  Jeannctte,  now  the  wife 
of  Dr.  John  Brett,  of  Cleveland.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hulbert, 
Lawrence,  Harrv,  Scobv  and  Carrie.  Mr. 
Hulbert  in  politics  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party. 

Frank  C.  Chapman. — Recognized  as  one 
of  the  representative  life  insurance  under- 
writers of  the  state  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Chapman  is 
the  senior  member  of  the  well  known  firm  of 
F.  C.  Chapman  &  Co.,  general  agents  for  the 
iEtna  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  The  headquarters  of  the  general 
agency  are  maintained  in  the  Cuyahoga  Build- 
ing, in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  the  firm  con- 
trols a  territory  of  thirteen  counties,  including 


all  of  those  comprising  the  historic  old  West- 
ern Reserve  and  also  the  counties  of  Colum- 
biana, Stark  and  Wayne.  The  upbuilding,  of 
the  splendid  business  of  this  important  agency 
has  primarily  represented  the  concrete  results 
of  the  eflForts  of  Mr.  Chapman,  who  is  a  recog- 
nized authority  in  his  field  of  enterprise  and 
whose  personal  talents  and  executive  and 
initiative  ability  have  made  possible  the  up- 
building of  what  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  general  agencies  for  the 
stanch  and  historic  old  ^tna  Life  Insurance 
Company.  Mr.  Chapman's  career  has  been 
one  of  interesting  order,  marked  by  service  in 
the  United  States  navy  and  by  pronounced 
success  in  the  domain  of  practical  and  produc- 
tive business  activitv. 

Frank  C.  Chapman  is  a  scion  in  the  third 
generation  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  fami- 
lies of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  was  bom 
in  Parkman  township,  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
on  August  7,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Catherine  (Todd)  Chapman,  who  now  main- 
tain their  home  in  Garrettsville,  Portage  coun- 
ty, this  state.  John  Chapman  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York  and  is  a  son  of  Orasmus 
and  Margaret  (LaDow)  Chapman,  who  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  when  he  was  a  boy  and 
immbered  themselves  among  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Newbury  township,  Geauga  county, 
where  his  father  became  a  successful  agricul- 
turist and  where  both  parents  continued  to 
reside  until  they  passed  to  the  life  eternal.  John 
Chapman  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Geauga 
county  and  early  beg.an  to  contribute  his  quota 
to  the  work  of  the  home  farm,  in  the  mean- 
while duly  availing  himself  of  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and 
period.  Practically  his  entire  active  career 
was  one  of  intimate  and  successful  identifica- 
tion with  the  great  basic  industry  of  agricul- 
ture, in  connection  with  which  he  finally  re- 
moved to  Portage  county.  He  is  now  living 
virtually  retired  in  the  village  of  Garrettsville, 
having  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of 
seventy-five  years  (1909),  and  resting  secure 
in  the  confidence  and  esteem  ever  begotten 
of  subjective  honor  and  integrity.  His  wife 
was  born  at  Jamestown,  New  York,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  Lewis  C.  Todd,  who  came 
with  his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  when 
she  was  a  child.  Mr.  Todd  likewise  was  a 
native  of  the  old  Empire  state,  where  he  was 
reared  and  educated  and  where  he  was  editor 
and  publisher  of  a  newspaper  for  some  time 
before  his  immigration  to  Ohio.    He  was  one 
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of  the  pioneers  of  Nelson  township,  Portage 
county,  where  he  developed  a  good  farm  and 
where  he  became  influential  in  public  affairs 
and  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  in  which  he  was  ordained  as  a  clergy- 
man prior  to  coming  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  man 
of  fine  intellectuality  and  his  life  counted  for 
good  in  all  its  relations.  He  finally  transferred 
his  membership  to  the  Universalist  church,  in 
which  he  labored  long  and  zealously  as  a 
clergyman.  Both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to 
reside  in  Portage  county  until  their  death. 
John  and  Catherine  (Todd)  Chapman  became 
the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  is  the  elder  and  the  younger 
of  whom  was  Cora  L.,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years. 

Frank  C.  Chapman  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Geauga  county,  and  after  completing  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  high  school  he  continued  his 
studies  for  a  time  in  Hiram  College.  Under 
the  present  system  of  congressional  appoint- 
ments to  the  military  and  naval  academies  of 
the  United  States  he  was  the  first  to  receive 
appointment  to  cadetship  in  the  United  States 
naval  academy,  at  Annapolis,  after  competitive 
examination  in  which  he  secured  a  specially 
high  average.  The  appointment  was  conferred 
through  the  late  General  James  A.  Garfield, 
who  was  then  a  member  of  Congress  and  who 
was  later  to  meet  a  martyr's  death  while  serv- 
ing as  president  of  the  United  States.  Mr. 
Chapman  made  an  excellent  record  in  the 
naval  academy. 

After  his  return  to  Geauga  county  Mr. 
Chapman  turned  his  attention  to  the  peda- 
gogic profession,  and,  for  several  years,  he 
was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county.  There- 
after he  was  for  eight  years  a  traveling  repre- 
sentative for  an  extensive  manufacturing  con- 
cern in  Albion,  Michigan,  and  in  1885  he  in- 
itiated his  efforts  in  connection  with  the  life 
insurance  business,  in  which  it  has  been  his 
to  gain  much  of  prestige  and  success.  He  be- 
gan his  labors  in  the  capacity  of  solicitor  for 
the  ^tna  Life  Insurance  Company,  and  in  the 
following  year,  1886,  he  became  assistant  man- 
ager of  the  company's  general  agency  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland.  Since  1890  he  has  been 
the  head  of  this  agency,  which  is  conducted 
under  the  firm  name  of  F.  C.  Chapman  &  Co., 
and  the  most  effective  voucher  for  his  abilitv 
and  well  directed  efforts  is  his  retention  in  this 
important  position.    He  has  brought  the  Cleve- 


land agency  up  to  the  highest  standard  of 
efficiency  and  has  gained  the  earnest  co-opera- 
tion of  the  sub-agents  and  solicitors  in  the  ex- 
tensive and  important  territory  covered  from 
the  Cleveland  headquarters.  He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  progressive  and  alert  business 
men  of  the  Ohio  metropolis  and  his  course 
has  been  such  as  to  gain  and  retain  to  him  the  . 
most  unqualified  popular  confidence  and  re- 
gard. He  has  identified  himself  with  a  num- 
ber of  other  business  enterprises  in  his  home 
city,  and  his  capitalistic  investments  have  been 
made  with  much  discrimination.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party 
and  he  is  identified  with  various  fraternal  and 
civic  organizations  of  representative  order. 

In  the  year  1874  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Chapman  to  Miss  Olive  E.  Gates, 
of  Middlefield,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  where 
she  was  born  and  reared.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  Gates,  who  is  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  citizens  of  the  county  and  who  now 
maintains  his  home  in  Middlefield.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chapman  have  four  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, concerning  whOm  the  following  brief  data 
is  incorporated :  John  W.  is  cashier  in  the  office 
of  the  general  agency  of  the  ^^tna  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  in  Cleveland ;  Gale  J.  is  a  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  in  Nelson  township.  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio;  May  M.  is  a  student  in 
Columbia  University,  in  New  York  City;  Earl 
C,  is  a  successful  attorney,  and  is  employed 
in  the  liability  department  of  the  ^tna  Life 
Insurance  Company,  with  headquarters  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland ;  and  George  B.  is  a  solicitor 
for  the  same  company,  from  the  Cleveland 
agency. 

William  Frfidkrick  Dager,  M.  D. — 
Among  the  successful  and  influential  members, 
of  the  medical  profession  of  Lorain  county  is 
numbered  Dr.  William  Frederick  Dager,  one 
of  the  most  prominent  practitioners  in  the  city 
of  Lorain.  He  was  born  at  Norwich  in  Ox- 
ford county,  Ontario,  Canada,  February  7, 
1872,  a  son  of  Daniel  A.  and  Pauline  (Caver- 
hill)  Dager.  Daniel  Dager  was  born  at  Herki- 
mer, New  York,  a  son  of  Marcus  Dager.  also 
a  native  of  the  Empire  state,  and  he  in  turn 
was  a  son  of  John  Dager,  from  Saxony,  Ger- 
many. Pauline  (Caverhill)  Dager  was  bom 
in  Canada.  Moving  from  his  native  state  of 
New  York  to  Canada  Daniel  A.  Dager  died  in 
that  country  in  1897,  ^^"t  his  widow  still  sur- 
vives him. 

Dr.  William  F.  Dager  was    reared    on    A; 
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Canadian  farm,  attending  the  common  and 
high  schools,  and  learning  pharmacy  he  fol- 
lowed that  vocation  for  three  years.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  medical  department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  with  the  class  of  1897, 
and  began  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profes- 
sion at  Fort  Seneca  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
remaining  there  for  five  years.  Following 
this  period  he  pursued  post-graduate  courses 
at  the  Chicago  Clinical  College  and  at  the 
Chicago  Polyclinical  School,  and  in  October 
of  1903  •he  located  in  the  city  of  Lorain  and 
has  since  been  one  of  its  most  talented  and 
successful  physicians.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  and  of  the  In- 
ternational Tuberculosis  Association.  He  is 
also  affiliated  with  the  Board  of  Commerce 
and  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason. 

Dr.  Dager  married  Lillian  J.  Stephenson, 
who  was  born  in  Oxford  county,  Canada,  a 
daughter  of  James  Stephenson.  A  daughter, 
Mildred  Leona,  has  been  born  to  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Dager. 

Elmer  C.  Hulbert,  who  is  numbered 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Rootstown  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Knox  county,  Illinois,  May 
30,  1852,  a  son  of  Alva  and  Eleanor  (Rich- 
ards) Hulbert,  who  were  born  in  Suffield 
township.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  the  father  on 
February  14,  1808,  and  the  mother  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1 818.  The  grandparents,  James  and 
Mary  (Niles)  Hulbert,  the  former  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  Joshua  and  Rachel  (Cary)  Rich- 
ards, from  Maryland,  were  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Suffield  township,  where  they  lo- 
cated when  the  country  was  covered  with  tim- 
ber and  they  were  obliged  to-  clear  a  space  be- 
fore they  could  erect  their  little  log  cabins. 
Alva  Hulbert  and  Eleanor  Richards  were  mar- 
ried there  in  1835,  but  in  1840  they  moved 
from  there  to  Knox  county,  Illinois,  where 
they  bought  160  acres  of  prairie  land  from  the 
government.  In  time  they  placed  their  home- 
stead under  cultivation,  and  they  lived  and 
labored  there  until  their  deaths,  Mr.  Hulbert 
dying  in  1892  and  his  wife  in  1894.  Their 
seven  children  were :  Jamin,  who  was  killed  in 
Oregon  in  187 1 ;  Frances,  who  died  in  1852; 
Olive,  the  widow  of  Perry  Kenyon  and  a  resi- 
dent of  Lincoln  county,  Oklahoma;  Lorania, 
who  died  in  1858;  Lyman  B.,  of  Jefferson 
county,  Illinois ;  Isabel,  the  wife  of  Charles  J. 
Fox,  of  Fulton  county,  Illinois,  and  Elmer  C. 

Elmer  C.  Hulbert  remained  with  his  parents 


as  long  as  they  lived,  and  then  buying  the  inter- 
est of  the  other  heirs  in  the  home  estate 
of  120  acres,  he  farmed  it  until  he  sold  the 
land  in  1896  and  came  to  Rootstown  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  Ohio.  His  home  here 
is  twenty-five  acres  owned  by  his  wife.  He 
married  on  the  i8th  of  January,  1898,  Eliza- 
beth Hulbert,  the  widow  of  Albert  Hul- 
bert and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Ann  (Pike)  Bell,  the  father  from  Belfast, 
Ireland,  and  the  mother  from  Columbiana 
county,  Ohio,  and  the  grandfathers  on  both 
sides,  Isaac  Bell  and  Hugh  Pike,  were  from 
Ireland.  Mrs.  Hulbert  was  first  married  on 
the  23d  of  November,  1880,  to  Albert  Hulbert, 
from  Portage  county,  who  was  born  on  the 
26th  of  November,  1850.  The  children  of  that 
union  were :  Bessie,  now  Mrs.  Hugh  Pike  and 
a  resident  of  New  Milford,  Ohio,  and  Jessie 
Rose,  the  wife  of  Arthur  Barnard,  of  Edin- 
burg  township.  The  father  of  these  children 
died  on  the  i6th  of  January,  1890.  Elmer 
C.  Hulbert  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations. 

Levi  Chapin. — Distingxiished  not  only  as 
the  representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  but  for  the  substantial 
New  England  ancestry  from  which  he  traces 
his  descent,  Levi  Chapin  holds  an  assured  po- 
sition among  the  best  known  citizens  of  Har- 
persfield  township,  and  is  eminently  worthy  of 
special  mention  in  a  work  of  this  character.  A 
son  of  John  Chapin,  he  was  born  May  30,  1858, 
in  Ashtabula  county. 

His  grandfather,  Solomon  Chapin,  was  born 
in  1781,  in  Massachusetts,  arid  from  there 
moved  to  New  York  state.  Subsequently  fol- 
lowing the  tide  of  emigration  still  further  west- 
ward, he  located  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
was  here  a  resident  until  his  death,  in  1861. 
He  married  Lucy  Warner,  who  was  born  in 
1777,  and  died  in  1867,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety  years.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  as  follows:  Angeline,  Lucina, 
John,  Sarah  Ann,  Maria,  Margaret,  Jane  and 
Rhaney. 

John  Chapin,  born  January  is,  1818,  died  in 
October,  1902.  He  selected  farming  as  his 
life  occupation,  and  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  active  career  in  Ashtabula  countv.  He 
married  Nora  Haggcrty,  a  native  of  Harpers- 
field,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  ten  chil- 
dren, namely:  Maria,  born  in  1845;  Adelaide, 
bom  in  1847  ♦  Albert  and  Alvin,  twins,  born  in 
January,  1849;  Lucy,  born  November  22,  1851 ; 
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Florence,  born  August  20,  1853;  Frank  and 
Frances,  born  March  14,  1856,  died  when 
small,  and  Levi  and  Lewis,  born  May  30,  1858. 
Levi  Chapin  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
home  farm,  and  as  a  boy  and  youth  attended 
school  in  Cork^  Ashtabula  county.  He  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  forty  acres,  and 
in  addition  to  successfully  carrying  on  general 
farming  with  profit  raises  some  fruit.  Mr. 
Chapin  married  January  18,  1888,  Phroscene 
Kelsey,  and  they  have  four  children,  name- 
ly :  John,  died  when  small ;  Pearl,  born  Sep- 
tember 23,  1891 ;  Osa  H.,  born  March  20,  1892, 
attending  school  in  Austinburg,  Grand  River 
Institute;  and  Frank,  born  January  2,  1895, 
died  in  1901  when  six  years  of  a^e.  Politically 
Mr.  Chapin  supports  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Horace  B.  Corner. — A  citizen  of  Cleveland 
for  more  than  half  a  century,  or  since  his  boy- 
hood, Horace  B.  Corner  has  been  identified 
for  over  forty  years  with  the  progress  of  the 
Citizens'  Savings  and  Trust  Company,  of 
Cleveland,  of  which  he  has  been  a  director  and 
the  vice-president  for  many  years.  He  is  an 
Ohio  man,  born  in  McConnellsville  on  the  26th 
of  June,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  William  M. 
and  Mary  T.  (Bassett)  Corner.  The  mother 
was  a  woman  of  broad  education  and  remark- 
able talents  as  an  educator.  She  was  born 
in  Hawley,  Massachusetts,  December  18,  181 8, 
and  was  educated  at  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary 
under  the  noted  Mary  Lyon.  For  many  years 
she  taught  a  private  school  for  young  ladies  in 
Cleveland,  having  previously  been  principal  of 
Worthington  (Ohio)  Seminary  and  Howard 
University,  Washington,  District  of  Columbia. 
The  last  years  of  her  life  were  spent  in  the 
south,  her  death  occurring  at  Savannah, 
Georgia,  December  10,  1893.  Her  two  chil- 
dren were  Horace  B.  and  Charles,  the  latter  a 
resident  of  Savannah,  Georgia. 

Mr.  Corner,  of  this  sketch,  commenced  his 
business  career  at  the  age  of  fifteen  and  later 
went  through  Eastman's  Commercial  College, 
at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  This  training, 
with  his  schooling  in  public  and  private  insti- 
tutions, furnished  him  with  a  substantial  men- 
tal equipment  for  the  discharge  of  the  prac- 
tical duties  of  life.  He  became  connected  at 
a  later  period  with  the  Buckeye  Insurance 
Company,  of  Cleveland,  and  in  1870  com- 
menced his  identification  with  the  Citizens* 
Savings  and  Loan  Association,  which  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Savings  and  Trust  Company 


in  1903,  under  the  title  of  the  Citizens'  Sav- 
ings and  Trust  Company.  His  official  rise 
with  the  progress  of  the  institution  was  steady 
and  uninterrupted,  and  his  election  as  a  direct- 
or of  the  association  in  January,  1889,  was 
followed  later  by  the  office  of  secretary  and 
treasurer.  At  various  times  Mr.  Corner  has 
also  been  treasurer  of  the  Cleveland  Bethel 
Union,  Bethel  Associated  Charities  and  the 
Kalamazoo,  Allegan  and  Grand  Rapids  Rail- 
road Company;  registrar  of  the  Cleveland 
Rolling  Mill  Company,  and  trustee  for-  numer- 
ous funds.  Whatever  fiduciary  duties  he  has 
assumed — and  they  have  been  many  and  im- 
portant— have  been  performed  with  fidelity, 
energy  and  ability.  On  November  24,  1884, 
Mr.  Comer  married  Miss  Amelia  C.  Ranney, 
eldest  daughter  of  Henry  C.  Ranney,  of  Cleve- 
land, and  two  sons,  Kenneth  Ranney  Comer 
and  Horace  Ranney  Corner,  have  been  bom 
of  the  union. 

Dr.  Albert  Gordon  Hi n man  is  one  of  the 
most  talented  members  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  Lorain  county,  a  skilled  physician  of 
the  city  of  Lorain.  He  was  fitted  for  his  pres- 
ent work  by  a  most  excellent  training,  graduat- 
ing from  the  West  Bloomfield  (New  York) 
high  school,  from  the  Genesee  Wesleyan  Semi- 
nary at  Lima,  New  York,  June  21,  1899,  and 
in  1902  he  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Syracuse,  New  York,  while  in  1905  he  com- 
pleted the  prescribed  course  and  graduated 
from  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical 
College.  Dr.  Hinman  was  the  youngest  man 
to  graduate  from  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic 
Medical  College,  and  holds  the  highest  scholar- 
ship of  any  graduate  of  that  institution,  which 
is  the  second  oldest  school  of  its  kind  in  the 
country.  He  began  practice  in  Lorain  on  the 
23d  of  August,  1905,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
County  and  State  Medical  Societies,  and  of  the 
American  Medical  Association. 

Dr.  Hinman  was  born  at  Bloomfield  in  Onta- 
rio county.  New  York,  June  17,  188 1,  a  son 
of  Charles  A.  and  Emma  C.  (Kern)  Hinman, 
who  were  also  born  in  the  Genesee  Vallev  of 
Ontario  county,  the  father  of  Puritan  and  the 
mother  of  German  stock.  It  is  a  notable  fact 
that  both  were  born  within  the  same  hour  on 
the  1 2th  of  April,  i860,  and  they  were  married 
when  but  sixteen  years  of  age.  Charles  A. 
Hinman  was  by  trade  a  carriage  maker,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  yet  Hving.  On  the 
paternal  side  the  grandfather  of  Dr.  Hinman 
was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  but  he  was  also 
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one  of  the  pioneers  of  Dubois  county,  New 
York,  where  he  owned  the  first  flour  mill  and 
the  first  distillery  in  his  community.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather  of  the  Doctor  was  born  in 
Berlin,  Germany,  and  was  a  nurseryman. 

Dr.  Hinman  married  Alice  C,  the  daughter 
of  N.  C.  Alten,  a  leading  business  man  of 
Lorain. 

Philander  R.  Higley. — In  the  annals  of 
Portage  county  the  name  of  Higley  has  long 
held  a  place  of  prominence,  Colonel  Benjamin 
Higley,  grandfather  of  Philander  R.,  having 
been  among  the  earlier  settlers  of  Windham 
township,  and  an  able  assistant  in  developing 
its  agricultural  and  industrial  resources.  Phi- 
lander R.  Higley  was  born,  January  17,  1843, 
in  Paris  township,  a  son  of  Matthew  P.  Hig- 
ley, who  was  born  in  Becket,  Massachusetts, 
coming  from  a  long  line  of  substantial  New 
England  ancestry,  the  emigrant  ancestor  of  the 
Higley  family,  one  Captain  John  Higley,  hav- 
ing emigrated  from  Wales  to  this  country  in 
1655,  the  line  of  descent  being  thus  traced: 
Captain  John  Brewster,  Captain  Joseph,  Micah, 
Colonel  Benjamin,  Matthew  P.,  and  Philander 
R.  Colonel  Benjamin  Higley  married  Sally 
McKown,  and  subsequently  came  as  a  pioneer 
to  the  Western  Reserve.  A  further  account 
of  his  life  may  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, in  connection  with  the  sketch  of  William 
A.  Higley. 

Matthew  P.  Higley  came  with  his  parents  to 
Windham  township  when  a  small  child,  and 
was  here  bred  and  educated.  On  September 
25,  1839,  ^^  married  Luna  C.  Robbins,  who 
was  born  in  Herkimer  county.  New  York.  Her 
father,  Philander  Robbins,  born  in  Warren 
county.  New  York,  married  Lydia  De  Long, 
and  in  1814  came  with  his  family  to  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  driving  across  the  country  with 
ox  teams.  Locating  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  Windham  township,  he  bought  eighty  acres 
of  timbered  land,  and  on  the  farm  which  he 
improved  lived  many  years.  Having  acquired 
a  fair  share  of  this  world's  goods,  he  bought 
a  house  and  lot  in  Windham  Center  about  1856, 
sftid  there  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  remain- 
ing days.  After  his  marriage*  Matthew  P. 
Higley  purchased  a  tract  of  wild  land,  lying 
partly  in  Windham  township  and  partly  in 
Paris  township,  and  ere  many  years  had  passed 
he  had  cleared  fifty  acres  of  his  purchase. 
He  subsequently  bought  100  acres  of  adjoin- 
ing timber  land,  and  in  course  of  time  had 
a  fine  homestead,  with  improvements  of  es- 


pecial value,  the  original  log  cabin  having 
been  replaced  with  a  commodious  house,  very 
pretentious  for  those  days,  and  this  dwelling, 
with  two  frame  barns  that  he  erected,  is  still 
standing.  Moving  to  Windham  Center  in  1870, 
he  purchased  the  old  academy  place,  in  which 
he  and  his  wife  subsequently  spent  their  re- 
maining years,  his  death  occurring  November 
10,  1893,  and  hers  December  8,  1903.  Of  their 
six  children  four  .survive,  namely:  Lovisa, 
widow  of  Henry  Walden,  resides  in  Windham 
Center ;  Philander  R. ;  Perkins  B.,  of  Wind- 
ham, and  Mack  D.,  also  of  Windham. 

After  his  graduation  from  the  Windham 
high  school.  Philander  R.  Higley  attended 
Eastman's  Business  College,  in  Poughkeepsie, 
New  York,  becoming  well  fitted  for  his  future 
career.  In  1862,  during  the  Civil  war,  he 
joined  the  Squirrel  Hunters'  Brigade,  and  went 
to  Cincinnati  to  assist  in  defending  that  city. 
In  May,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Seventy-first  Ohio  V^olunteer  Infantry, 
Company  I,  and  was  stationed  for  three  months 
with  his  regiment  at  Johnson's  Island.  Going 
then  with  his  comrades  to  Cynthiana,  Ken- 
tucky, in  pursuit  of  Morgan's  raiders,  he,  with 
the  company,  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  and 
taken  across  the  Licking  river.  While  cross- 
ing the  stream  a  few  of  the  prisoners  belong- 
ing to  the  Masonic  order  were  allowed  horses, 
two  of  the  men,  Henry  Earl,  first  lieutenant 
of  Company  I,  and  Frank  Snow,  second  lieu- 
tenant, riding  one  horse.  After  landing  on 
the  further  side  of  the  stream,  their  horse 
had  almost  reached  the  top  of  the  very  steep 
bank  it  was  climbing,  when,  suddenly,  it  went 
to  its  knees,  and  shot  backward  with  its  riders 
into  the  river.  Mr.  Higley  and  his  companion, 
Judge  Ezra  Taylor,  who  were  trying  to  steady 
each  other,  were  convulsed  with  laughter,  and 
remember  that  as  one  of  the  most  amusing 
incidents  of  the  campaign. 

Receiving  his  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army  August  20,  1864,  Mr.  Higley  returned 
home,  and  soon  after  bought  the  southern  part 
of  his  father's  farm.  Selling,  out  five  years 
later,  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  adjoining 
his  farm  on  the  north,  and  seven  years  later 
sold  his  entire  farming  estate.  Buying  then 
twenty  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Windham 
Center,  Mr.  Higley  has  since  been  numbered 
among  the  respected  residents  of  this  place. 
He  is  an  earnest  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  filled  various 
public  offices,  having  been  township  trustee 
eight  years;  personal  property  assessor  three 
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years,  and  has  been  real  estate  assessor.  Fra- 
ternally- he  belongs  to  the  Earl  Milliken  Post, 
G-  .\.  R-,  and  religiously-  he  and  ^mily  arc 
worthy  members  of  die  Congregatioaal  church. 
Mr.  Higley  married,  October  12,  1870.  Ade- 
laide Cannon,  who  was  bom  in  Aurora  town- 
ship, and  was  there  brought  up,  receiving  her 
elementary  education  in  its  public  schools, 
afterward  attending  Hiram  CoDege.  Her 
father,  Hon.  R.  P.  Cannon,  and  her  grand- 
father, Israel  Cannon,  were  both  bom  in  Bland- 
ford,  Massachusetts,  as  ^-as  her  grandmother, 
Lucinda  \  Parks  •  Cannon,  Hon.  R.  P.  Can- 
non, b:?m  in  iS-?o,  came  with  his  piarents  to 
Portage  counts-  when  young,  and  subsequently 
became  one  ci  the  foremost  ctizens  of  Aurora 
towurhip.  He  ii~as  vcr;*-  active  and  iniiueniial 
in  pqablic  anairs,  in  iSr:.7  I'cip^  elected  10  the 
General  Assemblv  and  bein^:  re-elected  to  the 
same  nigh  p-cisition  in  iS^Xj.  Whisc  there  be 
had  the  distinctic^n  ci  writing  and  promoting 
the  ^ill  which  prcTide-d  for  the  establishment 
at  Ccannriis  cf  the  agncultural  college,  which 
later  recame  the  C-hic-  State  University-.  He 
was  fc-r  many  years  a  n^ember  of  the  State 
r-:arc  of  AgTiciilnzre,  in  ihst  capacin*  doing 
much  to  forward  the  farming  interests  oi  the 
Reserve.  He  died  May  iS,  iSoS,  at  his  home 
in  Anr:ra,  L^hio.     He  married  Betsev  Bajd- 


n,  wh:  was  bcm  in  Aurc-ra  township.  Port- 
age comi-n-.  «J»hio.  a  danghter  of  -\lanson  and 
Kuzh  Wallace  ■  Dalcii-in,  natives  cf  Connec- 
tirnt.  Mand  Hiciley,  the  c^nly  child  of  Mr. 
and    Mrs.    Hiizlev.    i%-as    b:m    December   3a 

ZrKSTEix  Case  ^-as  b-om  a:  Carlyle,  Clin- 
ton c:»nn:y,  lllinris,  en  the  oth  of  Jnly,  iS^S, 
and  arrenie-d  schrol  in  his  native  ::wn  nntil 
be  was  fz'crteen  vears  cf  ace.  In  1S7S  be 
gained  a  cadftship  at  West  Point  Militar]^- 
Aca-ffcmy.  and  after  remaining  there  for  two 
years  remmed  to  Car>le,  where  he  com- 
naeacec  :ns  -aw  sTDCies  m  iDe  ra..  or  issx 
In  ^:zlj  ci  the  fcGc-wing  year  h-e  entered  the 
c&ce  of  J':^^^  T.  E.  Ingersoll.  cf  Oeveland. 
wmt  wDom  — •e  rensamec  ror  a  year,  ano  arter- 
ward  stn  died  the  sam>e  je^  ^th  r  f  tzm»e  in  the 
cc?ce  or  jvanney  anc  ivanney.  ^n  tne  ta^  :z 
iS?^  he  becam>e  a  member  :f  the  senior  class 
c:  the  -aw  sriiro.  :t  tne  Mrcmiian  ^  mver- 
smr,  gracnatra  tn-ere:r:cn  m.  Marm.  :s>^  ant 
was  adminrd  ::■  practice  a:  the  Michi^ian  bar. 
in  May  :f  the  same  }ear  he  -nai^  admrned  :: 
rr*  L*m:  bsr,  at  \^  .umnbns.  ne  -tas  trancri 
his  rrrfessicm  r:   a  limited  extent   cc-l-.     In 


July,  1887,  he  was  appointed  to  his  present 
position  with  the  Case  School  of  Applied  Sci- 
ence, and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  the 
ftirtherance  oi  its  interests  and  as  such  was 
elected  to  the  School  Council  in  1903  and 
served  two  years.  In  his  ix>litics,  Mr.  Case  is 
a  Democrat.  He  is  a  thirty-second  d^^ee 
Mascn,  and  from  18S7  to  iScio  i*a.s  secretary* 
of  the  Scottish  Rite  bodies  of  Oeveland.  He 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Greek  fratemitv.  Phi 
Deha  Phi. 

D.WTD  H.  De.\n. — Prominent  among  the 
representative  agriculturists  c»f  Medina  counts- 
is  David  H.  Dean,  who  was  bom  in  Ashtabula 
coimtv,  but  raised  on  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  and  occupies.  April  iS,  1S60.  cim.ing  c^n 
both  sides  of  the  h'?(nse  of  pioneer  stcck,  and 
of  substantia]  Xew  England  ancesm-. 

.\sa  p..  Dean,  father  of  David  H.,  was  b:»m 
May  25,  I  S3 1,  in  Pcrtage  connr\-.  Oh:c.  but 
was  brought  up  and  e-dncatec  in  Harrisville 
to'wnship,  Medina  connr^-.  where  his  parents 
settled  when  he  was  a  small  child.  Cho^rrsing 
for  his  life  C'CCtipatic'n  tl'iat  of  a  rl!er  cf  the 
soiL  he  settled  in  La  fa  vet:  e  townshit*.  Medina 
cotinty,  in  1S5S,  bi:>-ing  nrst  in^  ^cres  cf  land- 
Succeeding  in  his  venr.ires,  he  sn'rtseqnently 
bc*ught  sixr^-iive  acres  cf  ad;:ining  l^r.d,  a  par: 
of  whirh  was  in  H arris n-flle  ::-»\msh:p.  and  con- 
tinued the  imit(roven:-ents  he  hid  alre2.dv  be^tm, 
enertinc:  a  gcod  set  cf  firm  buildings,  and 
placing  the  land  nnder  cmti^~atiom  He  stocked 
it  well,  keerirx  hogs,  cattle,  sheer  and  horses, 
zr.c  was  here  success fnlly  em-plcyed  in  mixed 
n*->.*c-.i-rk  »_...^-  rse  .c.rr»rv*  — .  -^J'v.  --r  ....a.- 
ried  Julia  Loj-mis.  whc-  t% ^s  bcm  in  Ashtabula 

CO.---.*.    L-— -■-    Ji     ' ^— > *^  -     *- -     ^- -^  *     •■ ^« 


^  k 


cav.     She  is  sti-  livf: 
homestead,  with  her  son  Davfd. 
child,  D-ora,  is  the  T^-ife  cf   '.  F 

Chatham,  tcwmshir,   Medina   c oun 

M,.    ,  .       .^  ,  -     - 

she  was  abcut  readv  ::    crs-dua: 

Academ.y  cf  Lodi, 

i:>rc"^^t  ur*  C'U  t-r?e  rifom^e  ram 
Dean  2.r:tzjdfi  the  -amtft  tem:s  : 
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in  the  vicinity.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  making  a  specialty  of  breed- 
ing sheep  both  for  the  wool,  and  for  market, 
and  is  meeting  with  noteworthy  success  in  his 
operations,  his  earnest  and  honest  toil  bringing 
him  excellent  returns. 

Mr.  Dean  married  October  6,  1881,  Ella  Der- 
rick, a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  to  them  five 
children  have  been  born,  namely:  Ida  May, 
wife  of  Edward  Warner,  of  Lodi;  Ada  M., 
wife  of  Thomas  Longsdorf,  of  Westfield  town- 
ship; Eda  Grace,  wife  of  Grover  Rice;  Asa 
W.,  engaged  in  farming  in  Lafayette  township ; 
and  David  Gail.  A  stanch  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, like  his  father,  Mr.  Dean  has  served  as 
township  trustee  and  township  assessor,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  a  member  of  the  local 
school  board. 

Jacob  Meyer. — One  of  the  leading  jour- 
nalists, business  men  and  public-spirited  citi- 
zens of  Lorain  is  Jacob  Meyer,  manager  of 
the  Lorain  Evening  News,  the  leading  Demo- 
cratic journal  of  Lorain  county.  He  is  also  a 
native-born  son  of  Lorain  county  and  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  its  early  German  families. 
Jacob  Meyer,  Sr.,  his  father,  was  born  in 
Aisace-Loraine,  Germany,  in  1834,  and  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  in  1852,  he  made  his 
way  direct  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  living  for 
a  time  in  Avon  township.  He  then  purchased 
and  located  on  the  farm  in  Sheffield  township 
which  has  been  his  home  for  over  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  married  Mary  Pitsch,  born  in  the 
Fatherland  in  1836,  and  she  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1856. 

Jacob  Meyer,  their  son,  was  born  on  the  old 
Meyer  homestead  in  Sheffield  township,  De- 
cember 25,  1868,  and  there  he  also  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  early  manhood  and 
received  his  educational  training  in  the  neigh- 
borhood school.  Going  to  Cleveland  in  1888, 
he  worked  in  that  city  until  coming  to  Lorain 
in  1894.  From  that  time  until  1902  he  was 
prominently  engaged  in  contracting  and  build- 
ing, retiring  after  a  successful  career  in  that 
vocation.  In  1900  he  became  the  manager  of 
the  Ezrening  News  and  has  since  continued  at 
the  head  of  that  publication,  establishing  in  the 
meantime  a  record,  both  for  himself  and  his 
paper,  second  to  none  in  the  history  of  the 
press  of  Lorain  county.  During  all  these  years 
he  has  also  been  prominent  and  influential  in 
city  affairs.  He  was  elected  the  president  of 
the  city  council  in  1899,  serving  one  term  in 


that  office ;  was  a  member  of  the  state  board 
of  election  supervisors  from  1902  until  1906; 
was  secretary  of  the  Lorain  Builders'  Asso- 
ciation from  1900  until  1902,  and  for  a  time 
was  a  director  in  the  Wood  Lumber  Company, 
of  Lorain.  As  a  newspaper  man  he  is  fear- 
lessly independent,  and  while  the  News  is  the 
Democratic  organ  of  the  county,  under  his 
able  management  it  has  been  fair  and  unbiased, 
always  on  the  side  of  the  best  interests  of  its 
home  city. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  1894,  Mr.  Meyer 
was  married  to  Rose  Edwards,  from  Hudson, 
Michigan,  and  their  two  children  are  John 
Edwards  and  Marie  Meyer. 

Edwaio)  p.  Clark. — Among  the  native-born 
citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve  who  have 
been  conspicuously  identified  with  the  advance- 
ment of  its  agricultural  prosperity  is  Edward 
P.  Clark,  of  Windham,  who  has  accomplished 
a  satisfactory  work  as  a  general  farmer,  and 
is  now  living  retired  in  Windham,  enjoying  a 
well-earned  leisure.  A  son  of  Edward  F. 
Clark,  he  was  born  December  31,  1840,  of 
honored  pioneer  stock,  being  a  grandson  of 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  Port- 
age county,  Isaac  Clark,  and  grandnephew 
of  Dillingham  Clark,  one  of  the  original  pur- 
chasers of  Windham  township.  • 

Coming  from  Massachusetts  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  181 1,  Dillingham  Clark  became 
one  of  the  largest  landholders  of  Windham- 
township,  buying  an  extensive  tract  of  wild 
land  in  its  northeastern  part.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  enterprise,  very  active  and  influential 
in  the  affairs  of  the  township,  and  in  1817 
erected  a  frame  house  which  is  still  standing, 
being  in  a  comparatively  good  state  of  preser- 
vation. In  1818,  when  the  first  postoffice  in 
the  township  was  opened,  he  served  as  post- 
master. The  farm  which  he  cleared  from  the 
wilderness  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the 
Clark  family,  being  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  Edward  A.  Clark,  a  son  of  Edward  P. 
Clark. 

Isaac  Clark  came  from  Becket,  Massachu- 
setts, to  windham  township  in  1817,- and  set- 
tled on  a  tract  of  wild  land  just  north  of  the 
center,  and  on  the  farm  which  he  cleared  and 
improved  and  spent  his  remaining  years.  He 
established  the  first  store  in  the  township, 
which  was  on  the  Dillingham  Clark  farm.  He 
married  Anna  Mack,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts, who  proved  herself  a  true  wife  and  com- 
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panion,  performing  her  full  share  of  the  pio- 
neer labor  of  bringing  up  a  family  in  a 
frontier  country. 

A  boy  when  he  came  with  his  parents  across 
the  country  to  Ohio,  Edward  F.  Qark  grew  to 
man*s  estate  in  Windham  township,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  parents  purchased  the  inter- 
ests of  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  parental 
homestead,  and  was  there  employed  in  tilling 
the  soil  a  few  years.  Exchanging  it  then  for 
the  farm  originally  owned  by  his  Uncle 
Dillingham,  he  there  resided  until  his  death. 
In  1836  he  married  Mary  A.  Sayles,  who  was 
born  in  Mayville,  New  York,  a  daughter  of 
Augustus  and  Mary  (Walker)  Sayles,  who 
migrated  from  New  York  to  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Parkman, 
making  that  their  permanent  place  of  resi- 
dence. Six  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
as  follows:  Celia  A.,  deceased,  married  L.  D. 
Woodworth,  of  Youngstown ;  Edward  P.,  of 
this  sketch ;  Alvin  W.,  of  Windham  township ; 
Mary  A.,  deceased,  married  V.  R.  Canfield,  of 
Lansing,  Michigan;  Albert  D.,  of  Greenback, 
Tennessee,  and  Emma  P.,  wife  of  M.  G.  Don- 
aldson, of  Windham  township. 

After  leaving  the  district  schools,  Edward 
P.  Clark  completed  his  early  education  at  the 
West  Farmington  Seminary.  On  August  11, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
for  a  vear  served  under  General  Burnside  in 
the  Army  of  Ohio.  In  1863-4  he  was  with 
Sherman  in  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  and  dur- 
ing his  army  service  took  part  in  thirteen 
battles  and  skirmishes,  being  in  the  engage- 
ments at  Cumberland  Gap,  Knoxville,  Resaca, 
Dallas,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Utoy  Creek,  At- 
lanta, Columbia,  Franklin,  Nashville,  Old 
Town  Creek,  Wilmington  and  numerous  en- 
gagements of  minor  importance,  in  each  one 
having  the  good  fortune  to  escape  injury.  On 
June  29,  i8i55,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
from  the  service,  and  immediately  returned  to 
the  parental  home.  He  subsequently  bought 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  Windham  town- 
ship ,and  there  carried  on  general  farming 
many  years.  After  the  death  of  his  parents, 
Mr.  Clark  purchased  the  old  home  farm,  buy- 
ing out  the  remaining  heirs,  and  there  lived 
until  1905,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
Having  acquired  a  competency,  he  then  bought 
fourteen  acres  of  land  in  Windham,  and  is 
now  living  retired  from  business  cares.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served 
several  terms  as  township  trustee.     He  is  a 


member  of  the  Congregational  church,  of 
which  he  is  now  deacon,  and  was  for  ten 
years  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school, 
which  was  started  by  his  grandfather,  Isaac 
Clark,  in  1818. 

On  November  13,  1867,  Mr.  Clark  married 
Sarah  M.  Higley,  who  was  born  in  Windham 
township,  a  daughter  of  Alfred  M.  and  Mary 
R.  (Knapp)  Higley,  natives  respectively  of 
Windham  township  and  of  Geneva,  Ohio.  She 
died  January  4,  1874,  leaving  one  son,  Edward 

A.  Clark,  now  living  in  Windham  township, 
on  the  original  Dillingham  Clark  farm.  Mr. 
Clark  married  second.  May  5,  1875,  Emily  A. 
Kingsley,  who  was  born  in  Windham  town- 
ship, of  pioneer  ancestry.     Her  father,  David 

B.  Kingsley,  born  in  Becket,  Massachusetts, 
in  1804,  was  a  son  of  Enos  and  Sarah  (Wads- 
worth)  Kingsley,  natives  of  Connecticut.  He 
married  Julia  Fitch,  who  was  born  in  Tor- 
ringford,  Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  Luther 
and  Clarissa  (Mills)  Fitch,  and  in  1853  "^' 
grated  from  Becket,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  married,  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Windham 
township. 

John  Othello  Licey,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  identified  with  the  interests  of  Me- 
dina county  as  a  manufacturer,  inventor, 
author,  traveler  and  lawyer.  His  father,  Hon. 
Alvan  D.  Licey,  for  more  than  sixty  years  has 
held  a  high  place  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow 
neighbors  and  numerous  friends.  His  grand- 
father, John  Wilson,  located  at  Wilson's  Cor- 
ners, now  River  Styx,  in  18 14,  coming  directly 
there  with  his  brother  David,  from  the  service 
of  the  war  of  181 2,  and  therefore  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  and  pioneers  of  Medina  coun- 
ty. He  was  one  of  the  very  first  match  manu- 
facturers in  Ohio,  and  until  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  war  employed  as  many  as  thirty-five 
hands,  which  was  considered  a  great  advance- 
ment those  days  in  the  infancy  of  the  match 
industry,  and  he  sold  his  product  throughout 
the  entire  state.  Mr.  Licey's  ancestry  on  his 
father's  side  came  from  Bucks  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  are  descendants  of  Quaker 
stock,  taking  their  land  from  William  Penn. 

Mr.  Licey  attended  the  Ohio  State  Univer- 
sity in  1 88 1  and  1882,  and  the  University  of 
Michigan  in  1883-1884  and  1885,  graduating 
with  the  degree  of  LL.B.,  as  the  youngest 
member  of  any  law  class  ever  graduated  from 
that  institution  at  that  time.  In  1888  he  went 
to  Norfolk,  Madison  county,  Nebraska,  and 
opened  an  office  in  that  growing  town,  where 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1415 


the  first  sugar  beet  factory  in  America  was 
built,  under  the  firm  name  of  Mapes  &  Licey, 
where  he  prospered,  and  in  1892  was  elected 
prosecuting  attorney  on  the  Republican  ticket 
and  re-elected  in  1894,  after  which  he  entirely 
ceased  his  activity  in  politics,  believing  that  a 
political  life  ruins  the  force  of  character  and 
stability  of  any  man,  and  that  the  very  strong 
men  who  do  something  worth  while  for  the 
people  and  country  never  bother  with  politics. 
In  July,  1897,  he  left,  properly  equipped,  for 
Southern  Mexico,  where  he  began  the  growing 
of  coffee  for  a  life's  industry.  After  having 
been  nicely  started  he  was  taken  with  yellow 
fever,  from  which  it  was  many  months  before 
he  had  entirely  recovered.  That  put  a  check 
to  his  ardent  coffee  career,  and  he  came  home. 
He  joined  the  United  States  Army  as  an  im- 
mune in  the  hospital  corps  early  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  American-Spanish  war,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Huntsville,  Alabama, 
in  March,  1899.  He  returned  to  Medina  county 
and  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  a  profession 
he  has  followed  since  1888.  Mr.  Licey  never 
cared  much  for  the  legal  profession,  because, 
as  he  says,  it  is  not  a  science  and  incorporates 
poor  logic.  The  opinion  of  any  court  is  worth 
little  until  the  highest  tribunal  has  passed  upon 
it,  and  they  are  as  apt  to  guess  one  way  as 
another.  Again,  lawing  is  an  expensive  luxury, 
and  "lawyers'  houses  are  built  on  fools'  heads" ; 
that  the  profession,  if  it  can  be  called  such, 
with  its  quibbles,  has  a  tendency  to  narrow 
one's  mind,  and  prodigous  things  never  come 
from  the  brains  of  a  lawyer  that  is  lasting  and 
useful  to  posterity. 

He  was  born  at  the  old  homestead  at  River 
Styx,  on  April  11,  1866,  and  has  always  con- 
sidered Ohio  his  home,  although  he  has  been 
an  extensive  traveler.  He  has  been  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  states 
of  Michigan,  Ohio  and  Nebraska,  and  has  an 
elegant  law  office  in  his  residence  town  in  the 
city  of  Wadsworth,  Medina  county,  at  the 
present  time.  Mr.  Licey  is  a  Roosevelt  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  contends  that  he  is 
the  most  forcible  character  that  America  has 
as  yet  produced,  none  excepted.  In  religion  he 
is  a  free  thinker  and,  as  he  says,  no  nation  or 
people  can  long  exist  if  the  social  organiza- 
tion is  founded  on  myth,  bigotry  and  supersti- 
tion. He  is  considered  one  of  the  best  students 
in  his  vicinity  and  prides  himelf  on  having 
the  best  individual  library  of  literature,  science 
and  arts  in  the  county.  He  is  vice-president 
and  director  of  the  Buckeye  Match  Company, 
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and  has  been  financially  successful.  As  he  re- 
marks, there  is  no  necessity  of  a  person  being 
poor ;  that  if  he  will  concentrate  his  entire  life 
on  an  individual  subject,  quit  school  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  conduct  himself  honestly,  sin- 
cerely and  frankly,  with  economy  always  as 
the  safety  valve,  success  will  follow  any  indi- 
vidual's efforts. 

Mr.  Licey  is  the  inventor  of  patent  No.  833,- 
884,  on  hold-backs,  a  contrivance  attached 
to  the  shafts  of  a  vehicle,  dispensing  entirely 
with  the  breeching  and  back-band  of  a  har- 
ness; also  inventor  of  patent  No.  824,552,  to- 
bacco-cartridge, wherein  granulated  tobacco 
is  confined  within  the  leaves  of  a  superior  to- 
bacco, under  high  pressure,  fitting  any  pipe  or 
devise,  and  can  be  chewed  as  well  as  smoked, 
which  will  revolutionize  this  branch  of  the 
tobacco  industry  in  time.  The  cartridge  has 
become  already  an  important  manufactory  in 
America's  industries.  At  spare  moments  he 
has  been  a  magazine  writer  and  has  produced 
some  articles  of  note,  but  his  recent  literary 
curiosities  consist  chiefly  of  the  following 
works:  "Antiquity  of  Man  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley,"  in  which  he  demonstrates  that  the 
human  race  was  in  existence  more  than  twenty 
thousand  years  ago  in  the  Mississippi  valley, 
during  and  before  the  post-glacial  epoch,  es- 
tablishing the  fact  by  implements  found  they 
used,  deposited  in  undisturbed  gravel  in  glacial 
terraces  and  kames,  results  of  high  floods  dur- 
ing the  receding  of  the  ice  at  that  epoch  of  the 
world's  history.  Other  works  of  interest  to  the 
lover  of  curiosities  in  books  that  are  now  going 
into  print  is  his  volume,  "Licey's  Lippard's 
Major  General  Benedict  Arnold,  His  Glory, 
His  Wrongs  and  His  Crimes,"  giving  the  most 
unique  and  fascinating  history  of  General 
Arnold  in  existence. 

This  work  shows  wherein  Arnold,  without 
shoulder-straps  or  commission,  fought  the 
fifteenth  decisive  battle  of  the  world  on  his 
black  charger  Lucifer,  at  Bemis  Heights  and 
Saratoga,  saving  the  United  States  to  the 
independence  of  the  American  people,  which 
the  Continental  Congress  failed  to  recognize, 
and  which  would  promote  treason  in  any  ambi- 
tious nature.  He  asserts  that  Arnold  was  the 
only  real  Napoleon  that  America  ever  pro- 
duced. His  work,  that  has  cost  him  many 
years  of  diligent  research  and  an  expensive 
literary  Americana  to  substantiate  his  theory, 
"Did  Columbus  Discover  America,"  is  now 
going  into  print.  In  this  work  Mr.  Licey  con- 
tends that  either  the  Egyptians  or  Phoenicians, 
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which  at  one  time  dominated  the  whole  discov- 
ered world,  were  maritime  people,  and  that 
they  sailed  out  of  the  Pillars  of  Hercules, 
coasted  along  the  west  shore  of  Africa,  where 
by  accident  they  got  into  the  great  Southern 
Equatorial  ocean  current  and  the  Trade  Winds, 
and  were  driven  westward  at  the  rate  of  ten 
miles  an  hour  until  they  struck  the  coast  of 
Brazil,  where  the  current  divides,  half  going 
south  and  half  north,  entering  the  Caribbean 
sea  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  these  people 
were  wafted  by  these  strong  currents,  and  at 
last  established  a  permanent  colony  in  Hon- 
duras and  Yucatan  long  before  the  Christian 
era.  That  the  wonderful,  magnificent,  ruined 
cities  in  Central  America  and  Mexico  of  Copan, 
Uxmal,  Palenque  and  Mitla  are  their  work,  and 
that  these  people  being  isolated  from  their 
mother  country  for  hundreds  of  years,  without 
any  written  records,  became  autochthonic  or  in- 
digenous to  their  adopted  land.  That  migration 
of  the  Chinese  or  Japanese  in  due  course  from 
their  country  by  the  way  of  the  Aleutian 
Islands  to  America  they  amalgamated  and 
assimilated,  and  this  was  the  result  of  the  races 
that  Cortes  found  in  ancient  Mexico  when  he 
invaded  that  territory,  and  the  people  that 
records  now  call  Aztecs,  Toltecs  and  the 
Mayas,  which  had  arrived  at  such  advanced 
stage  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Licey  is  a  zealous  student,  with  new  and 
advanced  ideas,  a  good  thinker  and  an  enter- 
prising personage  in  the  community  in  which 
he  lives. 

Walter  J.  Wright  is  a  well  known  citizen 
and  an  influential  business  man  living  in 
Lorain,  manager  of  the  Austin- Wright  Gro- 
cery Company  and  a  member  of  the  Lorain 
City  Council  from  the  Fourth  Ward.  He 
was  born  on  a  farm  near  Elyria  December  17, 
1877,  a  son  of  Frank  and  Mary  E.  (Shook) 
Wright,  both  born  in  Huron,  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  and  a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of 
Ruggles  Wright,  one  of  the  first  settlers  west 
of  the  Huron  river  in  Erie  county.  His 
brother,  Winthrop  Wright,  was  in  his  day  one 
of  the  wealthiest  men  of  Erie  county.  Frank 
Wright  and  Mary  E.  Shook  were  married  in 
prie  county,  and  soon  afterward  came  to 
Lorain  county  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
Elyria  township.  Later  he  was  connected  with 
the  Lorain  Brass  Works  for  about  five  years. 
For  about  fourteen  years  Frank  Wright  was 
an  employe  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company  at  Lorain.    After  severing  his 


connection  with  the  railroad  he  and  his  wife 
returned  to  Huron  in  Erie  county,  their  pres- 
ent home,  and  Mr.  Wright  has  served  as  a 
member  of  both  the  Lorain  and  Huron  city 
councils.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Maccabees 
fraternities  and  of  two  railroad  men's  organi- 
zations. 

Walter  J.  Wright  received  a  public  school 
training  and  a  course  in  the  Sandusky  Business 
College,  and  in  1897  he  began  clerking  in  the 
store  of  which  he  is  now  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors, that  of  The  Austin-Wright  Grocery  Com- 
pany, probably  the  largest  grocery  concern  in 
the  entire  city  of  Lorain,  if  not  in  the  county. 
It  was  incorporated  in  1904,  being  previously 
Irish  &  Austin  for  about  eight  years.  Mr. 
Wright  is  also  interested  in  Lorain  real  estate. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  Volunteer  Fire 
Company  No.  3  for  eight  years,  and  its  treas- 
urer during  the  past  three  years,  and  he  was 
appointed  a  member'  of  the  Lorain  City  Council 
in  1908  to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term,  while 
in  1909  he  was  elected  to  that  office  on  the 
Republican  ticket  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Wright  married  Ada  L.  Shepherd,  from 
Huron  in  Erie  county,  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Louise  (Heyman)  Shepherd,  the  latter's 
father,  Charles  C.  Heyman,  being  a  former 
mayor  of  Huron  and  one  of  the  city's  promi- 
nent and  influential  residents.  William  Shep- 
herd was  for  several  years  postmaster  at 
Huron.  A  daughter,"  Edith  Eloise,  was  bom 
on  July  2,  1909,  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright. 

John  H.  Britton  was  born  January  24, 
1832,  in  Van  Buren  township,  Onondaga  coun- 
ts*, New  York,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Betsy 
(Turner)  Britton.  John  Britton  was  bom  in 
New  York  City,  and  his  parents  were  natives 
of  New  Jersey.  His  wife  was  bom  in  Wash- 
ington county.  New  York ;  her  father  being  a 
German  and  her  mother  a  Hollander,  and  they 
were  settlers  in  the  Hudson  river  valley.  John 
Britton,  with  his  wife  and  eight  children,  re- 
moved to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  in  1835,  with 
a  covered  wagon  and  team  of  horses,  and  he 
purchased  100  acres  of  land  in  Richmond 
township,  where  he  spent  most  of  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  cleared  the  land  of 
timber,  and  improved  it  until  he  had  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  county.  He  spent  the  last 
years  of  his  life  on  the  old  homestead  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years ;  his  widow  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.    Of  his  ten  children. 
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all  reached  maturity.  They  were:  James  N., 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Richmond  township,  ad- 
joining his  father,  and  died  in  1909,  in  his 
ninety-first  year;  Emeline,  now  in  her  eighty- 
ninth  year,  is  the  widow  of  Eleazer  Marvin, 
and  resides  at  Anacosta,  Washington ;  Adeline, 
died  at  the  age  of  nineteen ;  Docia  Ann,  widow 
of  Alburtis  Marvin,  resides  at  Ashtabula,  Ohio ; 
Harvey  W.,  who  was  a  carriage  maker,  died 
in  his  seventy-sixth  year;  O.  Morrill,  died  in 
middle  life,  in  Cleveland,  was  a  mechanic  and 
never  married ;  John  H. ;  Mason  T.,  a  me- 
chanic, inventor  and  manufacturer  of  rowing 
oars,  and  inventor  of  machinery  for  coupling 
oars,  died  at  Saginaw,  Michigan,  aged  sixty- 
five  years;  Betsy  L.,  married  Chauncey  Gris- 
wold,  and  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-five;  and 
Munson  T.,  salesman  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  died  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Munson 
'1.  Britton  was  very  popular  in  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  circles,  having  been  a  prisoner 
at  Andersonville.  He  was  a  volunteer  in  the 
Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  later  was  trans- 
ferred to  army  service  in  the  regular  cavalry; 
he  was  detailed  to  train  cavalry  recruits  at  Car- 
lisle, Pennsylvania. 

John  H.  Britton  spent  his  early  life  on  his 
father's  farm  in  Ashtabula  county,  where  he 
received  his  education,  first  attending  school  in 
an  old  log  school  house,  which  was  later  re- 
placed by  a  better  building.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  to  work  at  building  houses,  . 
and  as  his  father  had  a  factory  for  manufac- 
turing cheese  boxes,  he  was  familiar  with  the 
use  of  tools ;  in  185 1  he  erected  the  second  mill 
put  up  in  Ashtabula  countv,  at  West  Andover, 
for  planing  and  matching  lumber.  In  partner- 
ship with  another  young  man,  he  built  a  great 
many  residences.  After  spending  two  years  at 
this  mill,  he  for  three  years  manufactured 
cheese  vats  at  Madison,  Lake  county.  He  spent 
the  years  186 1-2  in  Cleveland,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Saginaw,  Michigan,  where  for  three 
vears  he  was  a  contractor  and  builder  of 
liouses  and  steamboats.  In  1865  Mr.  Britton 
settled  in  Painesville  and  took  a  position  as 
general  salesman  for  the  Union  Iron  &  Wood 
Fence  Company,  which  started  there  the  year 
heiore ;  the  leading  spirits  of  this  enterprise 
were  three  King  brothers  and  Charles  A. 
Avery,  and  later  they  were  joined  by  W,  W. 
Herrick,  of  Ashtabula.  They  employed  about 
200  men  in  the  manufacturing^department,  and 
their  fences  were  principally  of  the  ornamental 
variety  for  lawns.  Mr.  Britton  became  a  buyer 
of  the  fences,  and  employed  several  salesmen 


on  his  own  account,  having  for  his  territory 
Ohio  and  the  adjoining  states.  He  did  a  good 
business  for  seven  or  eight  years,  amounting 
to  some  $300,000  or  $400,000.  This  factory 
eventually  burned,  and  for  two  or  three  years 
Mr.  Britton  was  engaged  in  manufacturing 
brick.  He  then  became  connected  with  the 
Van  Dorn  Company,  of  Cleveland,  manufac- 
turers of  ornamental  iron  fences,  jail  fittings, 
etc.,  and  for  fifteen  or  eighteen  years  has 
bought  and  sold  their  product.  He  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  details  of  the  iron 
fence  manufacture  and  trade,  and  has  been 
very  successful  along,  this  line,  at  which  he 
has  spent  so  many  years.  For  two  years  he 
was  a  contractor  in  building  bridges,  thus  giv- 
ing him  a  large  experience  in  the  line  of  iron 
and  steel  construction. 

Mr.  Britton  owns  a  pleasant  home  at  Paines- 
ville, also  a  ten-acre  pear  orchard.  He  is  very 
much  interested  in  horticulture,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Horticultural  Society. 

Mr.  Britton  married,  in  1861,  Margaret  Mc- 
Clellan,  then  of  Madison  county,  but  born  in 
Washington  county.  New  York,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  coming  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve. They  are  the  parents  of  one  son,  John 
Fremont.  John  Fremont  Britton  became  a 
salesman  for  Van  Dorn  Company,  and  assisted 
his  father  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  when  he  ex- 
hibited the  fences  at  the  First  Cotton  Expo-  * 
sition.  He  handled  stock  at  New  York  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  for  the  past  ten  or  twelve 
years  has  been  a  cotton  broker,  formerly  at 
Atlanta,  and  now  at  New  Orleans,  where  he 
resides.  He  married  at  Atlanta,  Ida  Duncan, 
and  thev  have  one  daughter,  Helen. 

Alfred  M.  Higley. — Not  only  was  the  late 
Alfred  M.  Higley  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  and  citizens  of  Windham  township. 
Portage  county,  but  he  was  also  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  families 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  in  which  he  was  a 
member  of  the  second  generation  in  his  native 
county.  His  life  was  guided  and  guarded  by 
the  highest  principles  of  honor  and  integrity, 
and  he  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  a  name 
which  has  been  identified  with  the  annals  of 
American  history  since  the  early  colonial 
epoch,  when  the  original  progenitor  in  the  new 
world  came  from  England  and  took  up  his 
abode  in  Massachusetts.  Members  of  the  • 
family  were  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
of  Ohio,  and  to  the  Western  Reserve  of  that 
commonwealth    came   worthy    representatives 
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to  perpetuate  the  record  of  honor  and  useful- 
ness in  connection  with  the  duties  and  prac- 
tical activities  of  life. 

Alfred  M.  Higley  was  born  in  Windham 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  2d  of 
December,  1822,  and  died  on  his  fine  old  home- 
stead farm  in  that  township  on  the  17th  of 
August,  1890,  secure  in  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  had  come  within  the  sphere 
of  his  influence.  He  was  a  son  of  Colonel 
Benjamin  and  Sallie  (McKown)  Higley,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  in  Becket,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1777,  and  the  latter  in  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  Colonel  Higley  was  a  son  of 
Micah  and  Olive  (Adams)  Higley,  both  of 
whom  were  likewise  natives  of  Becket,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  the  latter  of  whom  was  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  famous  Adams  family  of  that 
state,  in  which  was  cradled  so  much  of  our 
national  history.  Micah  Higley  was  the  second 
son  of  Captain  Joseph  Higley,  son  of  Brewster 
Higley,  and  the  last  mentioned  was  a  son  of 
Captain  John  Higley,  who  probably  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  America. 

la  the  summer  of  181 1,  only  a  few  years 
after  the  admission  of  Ohio  to  the  Union,  there 
came  a  somewhat  numerous  colony  of  citizens 
from  Becket,  Massachusetts,  to  the  Western 
Reserve  of  Ohio,  and  they  made  settlement  in 
the  midst  of  the  dense  forests  of  Windham 
township,  Portage  county,  where  only  one  or 
two  families  had  previously  established  homes. 
Of  this  sturdy  band  of  pioneers  Colonel  Ben- 
jamin Higley,  who  had  won  his  title  through 
service  in  the  Massachusetts  militia,  was  a 
prominent  member,  and  in  the  new  colony  he 
became  an  influential  factor.  He  secured  from 
the  Connecticut  Land  Company,  the  original 
owners  of  the  Western  Reserve,  a  tract  of 
heavily  timbered  land  in  the  northwestern  part 
of  Windham  township,  and  the  first  labors  that 
fell  to  his  portion  were  those  of  felling  trees 
and  hewing  the  logs  from  which  to  construct 
his  primitive  log  cabin,  which  became  the 
family  domicile.  The  various  members  of  the 
little  /colony  assisted  each  other  in  these  pre- 
liminary labors,  and  goodly  friendship  and 
mutual  helpfulness  were  ever  in  evidence 
among  these  worthy  pioneers,  who  laid  broad 
and  deep  the  foundations  for  future  develop- 
ment and  opulent  prosperity.  The  land 
secured  by  Colonel  Higley  was  located  just  to 
the  south  of  the  present  village  of  Windham, 
long  known  as  Windham  Center,  and  still  so 
designated  by  many  of  the  older  inhabitants. 
With  the  passing  of  the  years  his  arduous  and 


well  directed  efforts  proved  fruitful  in  the 
reclamation  and  development  of  his  farm,  and 
his  life  was  prolonged  to  a  patriarchal  age,  so 
that  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  the  rewards  of 
former  years  of  indefatigable  toil  and  en* 
deavor.  He  was  in  the  ninetieth  year  of  his 
life  when  he  was  called  upon  to  obey  the 
inexorable  summons  of  death  and  he  sur- 
vived his  wife,  who  had  been  a  loyal  and 
devoted  helpmeet,  by  a  number  of  years.  He 
contributed  his  due  quota  to  the  civic  and  ma- 
terial development  of  Portage  county,  and  in 
its  annals  his  name  merits  lasting  honor. 

Reared  under  the  influences  and  conditions 
of  the  pioneer  days,  Alfred  M.  Higley  bore  his 
full  share  of  the  burdens  and  labors  of  the 
period,  while  he  was  not  denied  the  gracious 
influences  of  the  hearty  good  will  and  gener- 
ous fellowship  which  obtained  in  the  forma- 
tive period  of  social  development  in  this  now 
favored  section.  He  continued  to  assist  in  the 
work  and  management  of  the  home  farm  until 
and  after  his  marriage.  The  major  portion  of 
the  land,  164  acres,  was  by  him  reclaimed 
from  the  native  forest  and  he  developed  the 
same  into  one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  the 
county,  making  substantial  improvements  from 
year  to  year,  including  the  erection  of  the  large 
and  well  appointed  residence.  He  continued 
to  devote  his  attention  to  the  supervision  of 
his  farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  17th  of  August,  1890,  as  already  stated  in 
this  context.  He  was  a  man  of  indomitable 
energy,  of  keen  business  discrimination  and 
of  impregnable  integrity.  Hisi  genial  and 
kindly  nature  gained  to  him  a  wide  circle  of 
friends  and  to  him  was  ever  given  the  implicit 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  his  entire  life  was  passed  and  in  whose 
welfare  he  ever  maintained  a  loyal  interest. 

In  politics  Mr.  Higley  gave  a  stalwart  sup- 
port to  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  offices 
of  public  trust  in  his  township,  of  which  he 
was  clerk  for  twenty  years  prior  to  his  death. 
He  was  for  many  years  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  in  this  position  did  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  the  educational  facilities  of 
the  community  to  the  highest  possible  stand- 
ard. For  many  years  prior  to  his  demise  he 
was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
Congregational  church  at  Windham,  of  which 
his  wife  also  is  a  devoted  member. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1845,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Higley  to  Miss  Mary  R. 
Knapp,  who  still  remains  on  the  old  home- 
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stead  farm,  which  is  endeared  to  her  by  the 
memories  and  associations  of  many  years.  In 
the  ownership  of  the  farm  she  was  associated 
with  her  son,  Arthur  Stanley  Higley,  who  had 
entire  charge  of  its  operations  until  his  death. 
Mrs.  Higley  was  born  in  Geneva  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  on  the  i6th  of  March, 
1823,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Auren  and  Sallie 
(Burrell)  Knapp,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Connecticut  and  the  latter  in  Massa- 
chusetts. Her  father  was  a  son  of  Caleb  and 
Experience  (Smith)  Knapp,  and  her  mother 
was  a  daughter  of  Jabez  and  Mary  (Rob- 
bins)  Burrell.  Of  the  children  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Higley  the  following  brief  record  is 
entered:  Sarah  Maria  became  the  wife  of 
Edward  P.  Clark  and  her  death  occurred  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1874 ;  Burrell  A.  died  Octo- 
ber 17,  1885,  at  the  age  of  thirty-five  years;  he 
married  Rilla  Bosley,  who  survived  him  five 
months;  and  Arthur  Stanley. 

Arthur  Stanley  Higley  was  bom  on  the 
home  farm  in  Windham  township,  on  the  ist 
of  March,  1861,  and  on  this  place  he'  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  24th  of  April,  1909.  He  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  Portage 
county  and  early  became  his  father's  able  and 
valued  coadjutor  in  the  work  of  the  farm,  of 
which  he  became  half  owner  upon  the  death 
of  his  father,  as  he  was  the  only  surviving  child 
at  the  time.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1S86,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Alta  E.  Hud- 
son, who  was  born  in  Edinburg  township. 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  who  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Emeline  (Elliott)  Higley,  both  of 
whom  were  likewise  born  in  this  county,  where 
their  respective  parents  were  pioneer  settlers. 
Arthur  S.  and  Alta  E.  (Hudson)  Higley  be- 
came the  parents  of  three  children — Florence 
Mildred,  Ruby  Lucile  and  Alfred  Hudson,  all 
of  whom  remain  at  the  parental  home. 

Arthur  S.  Higley  well  upheld  the  prestige 
of  the  honored  name  which  he  bore  and  was 
one  of  the  popular  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  native  township,  where  he  held  various 
public  offices,  including  that  of  township  clerk 
and  member  of  the  school  board.  He  was  a 
zealous  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
at  Windham,  and  was  a  trustee  of  the  same  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

George  Wickens. — The  late  George  Wick- 
ens,  of  Lorain,  Lorain  county,  was  one  of  the 
best  known  citizens  of  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  a  man  whose  blameless 


life  and  rare  character  earned  the  esteem  and 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 

A  son  of  Henry  and  Jane  (Brant)  Wickens, 
George  Wickens  was  born  at  Basingstoke, 
England,  on  the  19th  of  July,  1852,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  town.  Emi- 
grating to  Canada  in  1871,  he  first  located  at 
St.  Catherines,  where  he  followed  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  for  two  years.  In  1873  he  became 
a  resident  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  where  for  ten  years 
he  conducted  a  substantial  business  as  a  con- 
tractor and  builder.  Before  leaving  his  native 
country  he  had  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  furniture  business  while  clerking  in  that 
line,  and  in  1883  he  founded  a  furniture  and 
undertaking  establishment  at  Lorain.  This 
enterprise  has  developed  into  what  is  now  the 
extensive  and  important  business  owned  and 
conducted  by  the  Wickens  Company. 

Subsequently  taking  a  course  of  lectures  at 
the  Embalming  College  in  Cleveland,  Mr.  • 
Wickens  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  art  and  business,  and  in  1888  he  was  grad- 
uated from  Clark's  School  of  Embalming  in 
that  city.  Thus  thoroughly  conversant  with 
both  the  practical  and  scientific  branches  of 
his  profession  he  began  a  career  which  brought 
him  not  only  financial  success,  but  what  might 
be  termed  a  national  reputation.  His  business 
grew  with  rapidity,  and  in  1891  he  erected  his 
first  brick  business  building,  the  three-stpry 
block  on  Broadway-  now  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  Boston  Store.  In  1899  he  enlarged  his 
operations,  opening  a  branch  store  on  Tenth 
avenue,  Lorain. 

In  1903  Mr.  Wickens  erected  the  Parkside 
Chapel,  on  West  Erie  avenue,  as  a  home  fcyr 
his  undertaking  business.  This  building,  which 
overlooks  Gilmore  Park,  is  made  of  buff 
pressed  brick,  with  white  stone  front,  and  is 
as  artistically  and  practically  complete  an  estab- 
lishment of  the  kind  as  can  be  found  in  any 
part  of  the  United  States.  The  following  year, 
with  characteristic  enterprise,  he  broke  ground 
for  what  is  probably  Lorain's  handsomest  busi- 
ness block,  it  being  the  company's  furniture 
store.  It  is  a  five-story  brick  block,  embodying 
all  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  ideas  in 
the  erection  of  a  business  house,  and  since  its 
completion,  in  1905,  has  been  the  leading  fur- 
niture establishment  of  the  county.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Wickens,  March  19,  1908,  removed 
from  the  community  one  of  Lorain's  most 
active  and  valued  business  men  and  one  of 
its  most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  After  his 
death   the    entire   business   was    incorporated 
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under  the  name  of  the  Wickens  Company,  of 
which  his  son,  George  Brant  Wickens,  is 
president,  Mrs.  L.  D.  Lewis,  vice-president, 
D.  E.  Baumbaugh,  secretary,  and  Edward  M. 
Wickens,  treasurer. 

In  1886  Mr.  Wickens  became  a  member  of 
the  Funeral  Directors'  Association  of  Ohio, 
and  in  1892  was  made  its  president.  In  1906 
he  represented  the  state  of  Ohio  in  the  Inter- 
national Convention  of  Funeral  Directors,  held 
in  a  Southern  city,  at  which  time  he  had  the 
distinction  and  honor  of  being  appointed  one 
of  three  members  of  the  International  Com- 
mittee of  Embalming,  which  was  composed  of 
a  representative  from  the  United  States,  one 
from  England  and  the  third  member  from 
Germany. 

Mr.  Wickens  was  also  very  active  in  the 
Ohio  Retail  Furniture  Dealers'  Association, 
and  in  February,  1908,  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent. He  was  influential  and  prominent,  like- 
wise, in  municipal  affairs,  ably  and  acceptably 
filling  various  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  city  council  a  number 
of  terms,  and  in  1904  was  elected,  on  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  as  mayor  of  the  city,  and 
served  two  years.  During  that  time  the  Na- 
tional Tube  Company's  plant  was  located  in 
Lorain,  and  in  the  possession  of  his  family  is 
the  first  piece  of  steel  manufactured  at  the 
plant.  In  1903  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
first  Board  of  Public  Service,  and  in  1906  was 
re-elected,  being  a  member  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  worth  as  a  public  official  is  attested 
by  all,  and  the  impress  which  he  left  upon  his 
time  has  a  permanent  endurance  in  the  beau- 
tiful parks  and  the  substantial  public  improve- 
ments, which  he  urged  and  energetically 
labored  for  during  his  official  career. 

No  man  in  Lorain  was  more  highly  honored 
and  respected  by  the  community  than  Mr. 
Wickens,  who  during  his  local  career  of  thirty- 
six  active  and  busy  years  contributed  his  full 
share  towards  the  material  growth  and  de- 
velopment of  the  city.  Progressive  and  public- 
spirited,  he  advocated  and  worked  for  the 
supremacy  of  those  ideas  which  would  prove 
of  lasting  good  to  the  entire  community.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  personality,  warm- 
hearted, generous  and  charitable^  always  ready 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  whenever  and  wherever 
it  was  needed,  being  an  especial  friend  to  the 
unfortunate. 

An  enthusiastic  church  worker,  Mr.  Wick- 
ens lived  a  life  of  love  and  human  service,  as 
a    regularly  ordained   local   preacher   of  the 


Methodist  Episcopal  church  being  very  active 
in  religious  circles,  his  religion  being  expressed 
in  thought,  purpose  and  action.  With  his 
own  hands  he  built  the  first  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Mission,  south  of  the  Nickel  Plate  tracks, 
it  being  the  second  church  built  by  that  de- 
nomination in  Lorain,  and  of  that  mission  took 
personal  charge,  for  a  number  of  years  serving 
as  its  preacher  and  Sunday-school  superinten- 
dent. He  was  for  many  years  officially  con- 
nected with  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Lorain  as  one  of  its  trustees.  Fra- 
ternally he  belonged  to  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  to 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  to  the  Im- 
proved Order  of  Red  Men  and  to  other  organi- 
zations of  a  similar  character. 

Mr.  Wickens  was  three  times  married.  He 
married  first  Celia  E.  Chapman,  who  was  born 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  her  father, 
James  Chapman,  was  a  pioneer  settler.  Mrs. 
Wickens  died  June  16,  1876.  The  only  child 
born  of  this  union  was  a  son,  George  Brant 
Wickens,  now  president  of  the  Wickens  Com- 
pany. He  married  for  his  second  wife,  in 
1877,  while  on  a  protracted  visit  to  his  old 
home  in  England,  Mary  A.  Colly,  who  was 
born  at  Fordingbridge,  England,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 20,  1904.  They  became  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  William  Arthur,  who 
died  April  23,  1906,  aged  twenty-eight  years; 
Elizabeth  M.,  who  married  Lyle  D.  Lewis ;  and 
Edward  Mark.  Mr.  Wickens  married  for  his 
third  wife,  October  17,  1906,  Elizabeth  Wal- 
lace, who  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  a  - 
daughter  of  Captain  Henry  Wallace,  who  for 
twenty  years  was  a  vessel  owner  and  com- 
mander on  the  Great  Lakes. 

Charles  A.  Otis,  Jr. — A  representative 
business  man  of  the  city  of  Cleveland  and  a 
member  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  fam- 
ilies of  the  Western  Reserve  is  Charles  Au- 
gustus Otis,  Jr.,  who  is  the  owner  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Cleveland  News  and  who  is  recog- 
nized as  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influence 
in  his  native  city. 

Charles  Augustus  Otis,  Jr.,  was  born  in 
Cleveland  on  the  9th  of  July,  1868,  and  is  a 
son  of  Charles  Augustus  and  Eliza  (Shep- 
herd) Otis,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at 
Bloomfield,  Morrow  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
20th  of  June,  1827,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
was  born  at  Aurora.  Portage  county,  this 
state,  on  the  loth  of  June,  1849.  The  father 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio  and  his  en- 
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tire  active  career  was  one  of  close  identifica- 
tion with  its  important  industrial  and  civic 
interests.  He  was  a  prominent  factor  in  the 
iron  and  steel  business  for  many  years,  and 
was  the  founder  of  the  Otis  Steel  Company, 
one  of  the  extensive  industrial  concerns  of 
Cleveland.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  and, policies  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  was  essentially  a  progress- 
ive and  public-spirited  citizen.  He  served  as 
mayor  of  Cleveland  from  1872  to  1874,  inclu- 
sive, and  he  ever  commanded  the  unqualified 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  in 
which  the  greater  part  of  his  life  was  passed. 
He  died  at  the  home  of  Charles  A.  Otis,  Jr., 
in  Cleveland  on  the  30th  of  June,  1905,  and  his 
wife  died  in  the  year  of  1883.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  sons  and  all  are  now 
living. 

The  lineage  of  the  Otis  family  is  traced  back 
to  John  Otis  or  Oates,  who  was  born  at  Glas- 
tonbury, Somerset  county,  England,  in  1581, 
and  who  came  to  America,  in  company  with 
his  family,  in  1630.  He  settled  in  Hingham, 
in  the  Plymouth  colony,  and  records  extant 
show  that  he  was  there  given  several  diflFerent 
grants  of  land.  In  1653  he  removed  to  Wey- 
mouth, Massachusetts,  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1657.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1635,  he  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  and  was  made  a  freeman  of 
the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  He  was 
prominent  in  the  political,  religious  and  social 
life  of  his  time  and  served  in  various  positions 
of  public  trust.  The  name  of  his  wife  was 
Margaret,  but  further  than  this  statement  no 
authentic  data  concerning  her  or  her  family  is 
to  be  found. 

From  this  sterling  founder  of  the  family  in 
America  the  line  of  direct  descent  to  Charles 
Augustus  Otis,  Jr.,  is  traced  briefly  in  the 
following  statements.  John  Otis,  son  of  the 
above  mentioned  founder,  was  born  in  1621, 
was  married  to  Mary  Jacobs  in  1653,  and  died 
January  16,  1684.  Captain  Stephen  Otis,  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Jacobs)  Otis,  was  born 
in  1661,  was  married  to  Hannah  Ensign  on  the 
16th  of  June,  1685,  and  died  August  26,  1733. 
Dr.  Isaac  Otis,  son  of  Captain  Stephen  Otis, 
was  born  in  1699,  ^^s  married  to  Deborah 
Jacobs  on  the  2r5th  of  May,  17 19,  and  died 
November  11,  1777.  His  son  Stephen  was 
born  November  4,  1728,  married  Elizabeth 
Wade  and  died  in  early  life.  William  Otis, 
son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth  (Wade)  Otis, 
was  bom  January  16,  1768,  married  Philena 


Shaw,  and  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1836. 
Deacon  William  Augustus  Otis,  grandfather  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  review,  was  born 
February  2,  1794,  married  Eliza  Proctor,  and 
immigrated  to  Ohio  in  1820.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  nth  of  May,  1868. 

Charles  A.  Otis,  Jr.,  is  indebted  to  the  public 
schools  of  Cleveland  for  his  early  educational 
discipline,  and  here  also  he  attended  the  Brooks 
School.  He  next  entered  historic  old  Phillips 
Academy  at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
continued  his  studies  for  one  term.  He  later 
entered  the  Sheffield  Scientific  School  of  Yale 
University,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1890,  and  from  which 
he  received  the  degree  of  Ph.  B.  His  original 
business  experience  of  an  independent  order 
was  in  connection  with  the  operations  of  the 
firm  of  Otis,  Hough  &  Company,  iron  and 
steel  brokers,  with  headquarters  in  Cleveland, 
in  which  firm  he  was  one  of  the  interested 
principals,  as  was  he  later  in  that  of  Otis  & 
Hough,  bankers  and  members  of  the  New 
York  stock  exchange.  He  has  been  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Cleveland  Nezvs  since 
1904,  and  under  his  able  administration  of  its 
affairs  the  same  has  become  one  of  the  lead- 
ing daily  papers  of  the  middle  west.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Associated  Press  and  is  known 
as  an  able  and  versatile  newspaper  man  and 
as  a  citizen  who  is  ever  ready  to  lend  his 
influence  and  co-operation  in  the  promotion  of 
all  measures  and  enterprises  tending  to  ad- 
vance the  civic  and  material  welfare  and  prog- 
ress of  his  native  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Otis 
maintains  an  independent  attitude.  He  U  presi- 
dent of  the  Babies'  Dispensary  and  Hospital, 
one  of  the  noble  benevolent  institutions  of  the 
Ohio  metropolis. 

On  the  nth  of  July,  1895,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Otis  to  Miss  Lucia  Ran- 
some  Edwards,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Cleveland  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Lucia  (Ransome)  Edwards,  the  former  of 
whom  is  president  of  the  corporation  of 
William  Edwards  &  Company,  engaged  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  in  Cleveland.  Mrs. 
Otis  was  educated  in  private  schools  in  Cleve- 
land and  in  Miss  Cary's  school  in  the  city  of 
] Baltimore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Otis  have  two  chil- 
dren— William  Edwards,  who  was  born  on 
the  3d  of  April,  1900,  and  Lucia  Eliza,  who 
was  born  on  the  nth  of  May,  1905. 

CvRi\s  H.  Baker. — A  man  of  ability  and 
worth,  Cyrus  H.  Baker,  late  of  Perry  township, 
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was  well  known  throughout  the  community  as 
a  prosperous  farmer  and  a  respected  citizen, 
at  his  death  leaving  a  record  for  steadiness  of 
purpose  and  persistent  industry  of  which  his 
descendants  may  well  be  proud.  A  native  of 
Kentucky,  he  was  born,  November  2^,  1837, 
in  Hardin  county,  then  Larue  county,  which 
was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. He  came  of  thrifty  pioneer  stock, 
being  a  son  of  Olmstead  Baker,  and  grandson 
of  Elijah  Baker,  early  settlers  of  Lake  county. 
Elijah  Baker,  born  in  1777,  lived  for  several 
years  in  New  York  state.  Coming  with  his 
family  to  Lake  county  in  1827,  he  located  first 
in  Concord  township,  finally  taking  up  land 
in  Perry  township,  on  the  South  Ridge  road, 
four  miles  east  of  Painesville,  where  he  im- 
proved a  homestead,  on  which  he  resided  until 
his  death,  when  past  ninety  years  of  age.  He 
married  Roxy  Phelps,  who  was  born  in  1782, 
and  attained  a  venerable  age.  They  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  nearly  all  of 
whom  lived  to  more  than  four  score  years  old, 
their  names  being  as  follows :  Parkman ; 
Friend;  Jared;  Olmstead;  Nelson;  Linda  M., 
who  married  Richmond  Barber;  Halsey  H. ; 
Hendrick,  twin  brother  of  Halsey  H.,  died  in 
childhood,  and  Arad.  The  present  residence 
of  the  Baker  family,  now  being  occupied  by  the 
third  generation,  was  built  by  a  Mr.  Hanks, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  neighborhood, 
being,  probably,  a  century  old. 

Olmstead  Baker  was  born,  in  1814,  in  Cay- 
uga county.  New  York,  near  Auburn.  As  a  boy 
of  twelve  years  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Ohio,  and  was  here  educated.  Going  as  a 
young  man  to  Kentucky,  he  was  there  em- 
ployed as  a  teacher  for  a  number  of  years, 
living  there  for  a  while  after  his  marriage. 
Returning  to  Lake  county,  he  had  charge  of 
the  lighthouse  at  Fairport  Harbor  until  1854, 
when  he  returned  to  the  parental  homestead, 
where  he  was  busily  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  the  remainder  of  his  active  life,  dying 
here  in  1898,  at  the  age  of  four  score  and  four 
years.  He  married  Sarah  A.  Dorsey,  who  died 
on  the  home  farm  in  1888,  aged  seventy-five 
years.  Three  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  namely:  Cyrus  H.,  of  this  sketch; 
Horace  H.,  for  many  years  a  practising  physi- 
cian in  Cleveland,  died  on  the  home  farm  at 
the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty  years,  and 
Amelia  M.,  wife  of  Wright  W.  Smith,  lived 
for  twenty-five  years  in  Michigan,  but  is  now  a 
resident  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri. 

Succeeding  to  the  ownership  of  the  ancestral 


homestead,  Cyrus  H.  Baker  tenderly  cared  for 
his  parents  during  their  declining  years,  spend- 
ing, practically,  his  entire  life  on  the  old  farm, 
although  he  was  for  a  few  years  a  resident  of 
Kentucky.  Under  his  father's  training  he 
became  skilled  in  agricultural  labors,  and  as 
a  successful  farmer  contributed  his  full  share 
toward  the  development  and.  growing  pros- 
perity of  town  and  county.  On  May  ^jy  1906, 
having  nearly  rounded  out  the  three  score  and 
ten  years  of  man's  life,  he  laic«  down  the  bur- 
dens of  earth,  passing  to  the  Hfe  beyond.  He 
was  twice  married.  He  married  first,  when 
but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Minerva  Paine,  a 
daughter  of  Hiliman  Payne.  She  died  in  1870, 
leaving  one  child,  Agnes,  wife  of  S.  W.  Hurl- 
burt,  of  Perry  township.  He  married  second, 
April  9,  1873,  Ada  DeWitt,  who  was  born  in 
Hardin  county,  Kentucky,  on  the  same  farm 
that  his  birth  occurred,  sixteen  years  before. 
His  grandmother  and  her  mother  were  rela- 
tives, and  the  families  had  visited  each  other, 
keeping  in  close  touch.  Two  children  were 
born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker,  namely:  Mabel 
A.  and  Horace  H.  Mabel  A.  Baker  was  edu- 
cated in  the  Perry  High  School  and  Lake  Erie 
College,  and  for  three  years  was  a  teacher  in 
Columbus,  and  is  now  employed  as  teacher  in 
Cleveland.  Horace  H.  Baker,  who  is  a  skilful 
mechanic,  lives  with  his  mother  on  the  home 
farm,  which  he  is  managing  with  excellent 
success. 

Bert  A.  J.  Fisher. — A  man  of  excellent 
business  tact  and  ability,  Bert  A.  J.  Fisher,  of 
Medina,  Ohio,  is  widely  and  extensively 
known  in  the  mercantile  circles  of  many  towns, 
cities  and  states,  his  duties  as  a  commercial 
traveler  having  brought  him  in  close  contact 
with  the  leading  merchants  of  the  Middle 
West.  A  son  of  William  R.  Fisher,  he  was 
born  August  9,  1854,  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio. 

William  R.  Fisher,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
settled  in  JeflFerson  county  in  early  life,  and 
there  followed  his  trade  of  a  shoemaker,  and 
also  the  cooper's  trade,  for  several  years.  Re- 
moving to  Medina  county  in  1885,  he  bought 
land  at  Montville  township,  and  was  there 
successfully  employed  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
his  retirement  from  active  pursuits.  He  still 
resides  on  his  farm,  enjoying  a  well-earned 
leisure.  He  married  Lydia  Kirk,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  namely:  Lorain  F.,  a  farmer; 
Rev.  Elmer  K.,  a  Baptist  minister,  now  in 
charge   of   an   independent   mission   in    Cali- 
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fornia ;  Bert  A.  J. ;  Emma  J.,  now  widow  of 
B.  F.  McFaddin;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  W.  F. 
Freidel;  Elizabeth  S.,  now  Mrs.  Edward 
Smith ;  Jennie  died  at  age  of  ten  years ;  Louis 
died  at  age  of  eleven ;  Frankie  and  Willie  died 
in  childhood. 

After  leaving  the  district  school,  Bert  A.  J. 
Fisher  further  advanced  his  education  by  tak- 
ing a  course  of  study  at  the  Normal  Uni- 
versity, in  Lebanon,  Ohio.  He  subsequently 
taught  school  with  good  success  for  seven 
years,  resigning  the  position  to  become  travel- 
ing salesman  for  a  Chicago  firm,  Tressing  & 
Co.,  dealers  in  hardware.  His  route  for  many 
years  passed  through  Ohio,  Illinois,  Iowa, 
Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  Tennessee,  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia  and  Michigan,  a  very  long  and 
hard  route.  At  present  his  territory  is  con- 
firied  to  v>'hio,  Indiana,  Michigan,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee  and  the  Virginias,  and  in  these  states 
he  has  an  extensive  and  lucrative  patronage, 
being  one  of  the  most  popular  hardware  sales- 
men on  the  road. 

In  1879  M^-  Fisher  married  Katherine  Og- 
den,  of  Illinois,  and  they  have  one  daughter, 
Pauline  O.  Fisher.  Politically  a  Republican, 
Mr.  Fisher  has  long  been  influential  in  local 
affairs,  and  from  1901  until  1905  represented 
Medina  county  in  the  state  legislature,  serving 
while  there  on  various  important  committees, 
and  being  chairman  of  the  committees  on  agri- 
culture, county  affairs,  and  on  roads.  A  man 
of  sound  judgement,  who  has  won  well  deserved 
success  by  his  thorough  mastery  of  his  calling, 
fidelity  to  his  trusts,  and  his  honest  dealings, 
Mr.  Fisher  has  accumulated  property,  owning 
city  property,  and  takes  genuine  pleasure  in 
doing  what  he  can  to  advance  the  interests  of 
his  town  and  county.  He  has  perhaps  the  best 
and  most  elaborate  library  in  Medina  county 
and  of  this  he  is  very  proud. 

Byron  G.  Nichols. — A  broad-minded,  lib- 
eral man,  enterprising  and  progressive  in 
industrial  movements  of  all  kinds,  Byron  G. 
Nichols,  a  well  known  and  valued  citizen  of 
Lorain,  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  business  for  several  years,  his  trans- 
actions in  this  line  amounting  to  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  dollars.  A  son  of  John 
Nichols,  Jr.,  he  was  born,  October  12,  1864, 
in  Black  River  township,  Lorain  county,  com- 
ing from  pure  English  stock.  His  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Nichols,  Sr.,  was  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Wiltshire,  England.  In 
183s   he   emigrated   with    his    family   to   the 


United  States,  settling  as  a  pioneer  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  cleared  and  improved 
a  homestead  from  the  wilderness. 

Born  in  Wiltshire,  England,  in  1830,  John 
Nichols,  Jr.,  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  Erie  county,  but  sub- 
sequently settled  in  Lorain  county,  where,  in 
1852,  he  purchased  a  farm  on  West  Erie 
avenue.  Black  River  township,  Lorain  county, 
but  two  miles  west  of  the  city  of  Lorain.  Here 
he  was  profitably  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
until  his  death,  in  1878.  He  was  twice  mar- 
ried. His  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Elwood,  died  in  early  life,  leaving  two 
children,  E.  C,  of  Calhoun,  Missouri,  and 
Violet,  wife  of  W.  E.  Lowe,  of  Chardon,  Ohio. 
He  married  for  his  second  wife  Deborah 
Lowe,  who  survived  him  and  passed  away  in 
1899.  She  belonged  to  the  New  England 
family  of  Lowes,  and  was  born,  in  1837,  in 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  her  father 
having  removed  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania. 
Of  this  union  five  children  were  born,  namely : 
Byron  G. ;  Charles  A.,  a  real  estate  dealer  in 
Lorain;  John  B.,  of  Lorain,  a  civil  engineer 
and  real  estate  agent;  Edwin  H.,  engaged  in 
business  in  Lorain,  and  Grace  E.,  a  teacher  in 
the  city  schools  of  Lorain. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  Byron  G. 
Nichols  attended  the  district  schools  as  a  boy, 
completing  his  early  education  at  Baldwin  Uni- 
versity, in  Berea.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  entered  the  employ  of  John  B.  Tunte,  a 
groceryman,  with  whom  he  remained  three 
years.  Becoming  familiar  with  the  details  of 
the  trade,  he  was  subsequently  engaged  in  the 
retail  grocery  business  on  his  own  account  for 
twelve  years,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  brother 
Charles,  and  for  six  years  thereafter  carried 
on  a  substantial  trade  in  crockery  ware.  Open- 
ing then  a  real  estate  office  in  Lorain,  Mr. 
Nichols  has  since  been  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive dealers  in  realty  in  this  section  of  the 
county,  among  some  of  his  heaviest  sales  hav- 
ing been  the  Brass  Works  property,  amounting 
to  $60,000;  the  Boston  Store,  amounting  to 
$25,000,  and  the  S.  W.  Matthews  farm  on 
West  Erie  avenue  for  $22,000.  He  also  bought 
the  Knox  Syndicate  property,  containing  about 
three  thousand  acres.  He  has  more  recently 
sold  property  valued  at  $147,000  to  Mr.  Hart- 
man,  of  McKeesport,  Pennsylvania,  who  is 
now  interested  with  Mr.  Nichols  in  the  Park 
Plan  Land  Company,  which  owns  one  hun- 
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dred  and  fifty-five  acres  of  land,  and,  together 
with  E.  M.  Pierce,  Mr.  Nichols  represents  the 
Black  River  Land  Company. 

Mr.  Nichols  is  also  financially  and  officially 
connected  with  various  local  enterprises,  being 
a  director  in  the  Lorain  Banking  Company, 
the  Black  River  Telephone  Company,  and  the 
Lorain  Casting  Company.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  and  treasurer  of 
the  Public  Library  and  of  the  Citizens' 
Home  and  Association  Company.  For  five 
years  Mr.  Nichols  was  a  member  of  the  Lorain 
city  council,  serving  as  chairman  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  and  for  one  term  was 
township  clerk.  In  the  various  positions  which 
he  has  filled  Mr.  Nichols  has  performed  the 
•  duties  devolving  upon  him  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned  and  with  credit  to  himself, 
giving  as  exact  and  careful  attention  to  the 
details  of  public  affairs  as  he  does  to  his  own 
private  interests.  In  addition  to  his  real  estate 
dealings  he  is  also  dealing  in  automobiles. 

Mr.  Nichols  married  Elizabeth  Brightman, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Pardon  B.  Brightman, 
of  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  to  them  three 
children  have  been  born,  namely;  Howard  K., 
eighteen  years  of  age ;  Enid  L.,  twelve  years 
old,  and  Millicent  D.,  ten  years  of  age. 

Joseph  A.  Birchard. — Beginning  the  battle 
of  life  poor  in  pocket,  but  the  possessor  of 
an  unlimited  stock  of  perseverance  and  energy, 
Joseph  A.  Birchard,  of  Windham,  Portage 
county,  is  an  excellent  representative  of  the 
self-made  men,  who,  by  untiring  industry  and 
good  management,  have  succeeded  in  acquiring 
a  competence.  A  son  of  the  late  Martin  Birch- 
ard, he  was  born  April  6,  1830,  in  Keysville, 
Essex  county.  New  York,  being  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  a  family  of  four  children.  Martin 
Birchard  married,  in  New  York  state,  Florilla 
King,  and  a  few  years  later,  about  1831,  came 
with  their  little  family  to  Trumbull  county, 
locating  at  Newton  Falls,  where  both  died  at 
an  early  age,  the  mother's  death  occurring  in 
1845. 

Thrown  upon  his  own  resources  when  but 
fifteen  years  old,  Joseph  A.  Birchard  lived  in 
Windham  township  until  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, being  employed  by  the  Alford  family, 
who  were  to  give  him  a  certain  amount  of 
schooling  each  year,  and  a  limited  sum  of 
money.  Becoming  of  age,  he  worked  by  the 
month  for  wages,  and  by  prudent  thrift  accu- 
mulated in  the  course  of  a  few  years  a  suffi- 
cient sum  to  buy  a  small  piece  of  land  lying 


northeast  of  Windham  Center.  To  this  he 
added  other  tracts  by  purchase,  becoming  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  fer- 
tile land,  on  which  he  was  busily  employed  in 
tilling  the  soil  for  many  years,  being  exceed- 
ingly prosperous  in  his  operations.  Subse- 
quently selling  the  larger  part  of  that  property, 
Mr.  Birchard,  in  1883,  purchased  a  residence 
and  six  acres  of  land  in  Windham  Center, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  an  esteemed  and 
respected  citizen. 

Mr.  Birchard  married,  April  19,  1855,  Sarah 
E.  Russell,  who  was  born,  in  February,  1835, 
in  Windham  township.  Her  father,  Philip 
Russell,  a  native  of  New  York  state,  and 
the  descendant  of  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
married  Sally  Jagger,  who  was  born  in  Wind- 
ham township.  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of 
Aaron  and  Mercy  (Seeley)  Jagger,  who  were 
among  the  original  owners  of  the  township, 
coming  here  in  181 1  with  the  emigrants  from 
Becket,  Massachusetts.  The  Jagger  family 
came  from  Scotland  to  the  United  States,  de- 
scendants of  the  founder  of  the  family  serving 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Birchard  have  no  children.  Mr.  Birchard  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  affiliations,  and 
has  served  as  real  estate  assessor,  and  for  three 
terms  was  township  trustee.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church,  and  one  of  its 
trustees. 

Lancelot  Spencer  Nicholson. — A  pros- 
perous farmer  and  leading  citizen  of  Nelson 
township,  Portage  county,  Lancelot  S.  Nichol- 
son was  born  in  the  township  named,  March  i, 
1837,  and  received  his  early  education  at  the 
district  school  about  half  a  mile  from  the  old 
farm.  He  also  attended  a  select  school  at 
Nelson  Center,  but  when  about  nineteen  years 
old  abandoned  the  training  of  books  for  the 
education  to  be  obtained  from  close  contact 
with  the  world.  He  has^  since  steadily  pro- 
gressed in  the  estimation  of  his  associates  and 
has  made  a  high  record  as  a  progressive  agri- 
culturist and  a  useful  citizen,  having  served 
long  and  well  as  township  trustee,  justice  of 
the  peace  and  member  of  the  school  board.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  in  his  fraternal 
relations  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows. 

The  Nicholson  family  is  of  good  English 
stock,  the  paternal  grandfather,  Isaac  Nichol- 
son, being  born  in  Northshields,  England, 
where  he  married  Miss  Marv  Richardson.  In 
the  latter  part  of  180 1  they  came  to  the  United 
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States,  settling  at  Richmond,  Connecticut. 
Two  months  after  their  arrival,  however,  was 
bom  their  son,  Isaac,  his  birth  occurring  on 
Long  Island,  New  York,  January  14,  1802. 
The  latter  married  Mrs.  Flavia  King  (nee 
Spencer)  and  shortly  afterward  settled  down 
to  a  long  career  of  usefulness  and  honor  at 
Nelson  Center.  Not  long  before  he  had  come 
overland  from  Connecticut,  covering  most  of 
the  distance  by  stage,  although  his  good  feet 
had  carried  him  from  Ashtabula.  Both  par- 
ents spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Nel- 
son township,  the  father  dying  October  4, 
1896.  His  wife,  who  was  bom  in  Simsbury, 
Hartford  county,  Connecticut,  married  as  her 
first  husband  one  of  the  Ravenna  Kings.  Her 
union  to  Isaac  Nicholson  occurred  October  29, 
1835,  and  of  her  three  children  by  this  mar- 
riage Lancelot  S.  was  the  eldest.  Cecilia 
Albina,  the  elder  daughter,  was  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1839,  and  Mildred  Eliza,  October  26, 
1841. 

Lancelot  S.  Nicholson  married  Miss  Frances 
D.  Carpenter,  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Phoebe 
(Walters)  Carpenter,  the  ceremony  occurring 
January  i,  1861.  Mrs.  Nicholson  is  a  native 
of  Princeton,  Indiana,  born  June  17,  1843,  and 
has  become  the  mother  of  five  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Lewis  Carpenter,  Jennie  Eliza,  Eugene 
Spencer,  Jessie  Lee  and  Mabel  F.  Lewis  C, 
who  was  born  in  Nelson  September  14,  1861, 
married  Bertha  Taylor,  daughter  of  John  and 
Demis  (Smith)  Taylor,  and  their  two  children 
are  Alice  Mildred  and  Lina  Demis.  Jennie, 
the  eldest  daughter,  married  Calvin  Hedger, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Davis)  Hedger,  and 
the  children  of  this  union  are  Forest,  Calvin 
and  Lynn.  Eugene  S.  Nicholson  was  born 
November  12,  1867,  and  Jessie  L.,  who  was 
bom  July  11,  1872,  died  on  the  nth  of  July, 
1888.  Mabel  F.,  who  was  born  May  19,  1879, 
married  George  -H.  Bancroft,  a  hotel  pro- 
'  prietor  of  Nelson,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Hugh  and  Walter.  (A  sketch 
of  Mr.  Bancroft  will  be  found  elsewhere.) 

Oren  N.  Parker  was  born  September  4, 
1838,  across  the  road  from  his  present  home 
in  Orwell  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  is 
a  son  of  Nehemiah  and  Chloe  (Cook)  Parker. 
He  attended  Orwell  Academy  and  worked  on 
a  farm  until  he  was  twenty-six  years  old. 
After  his  marriage  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  his  present  farm,  and  has  carried  on  dairy- 
ing extensively  since.  He  has  lived  in  Orwell 
township  all  his  life,  and  for  the  last  fifteen 


years  bought  and  sold  cattle.  He  is  a  strong 
Democrat,  although  his  first  vote  was  cast 
for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  he  has  served  three 
terms  as  township  assessor.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Grange  at  Orwell  and  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
of  Orwell.  Just  prior  to  the  war  Mr.  Parker 
belonged  to  the  "Black  String"  Society.  He  is 
an  industrious  and  thrifty  farmer,  and  has 
made  many  improvements  in  his  farm ;  he  has 
erected  three  buildings. 

Mr.  Parker  married,  July  i,  1863,  Marilla 
A.  Dimmick,  born  July  18,  1840,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Lucy  (Eaton)  Dimmick,  who 
died  January  10,  1902,  aged  sixty-two  years. 
Their  children  were :  Lucy  E.,  born  February 

1,  1870,  married  E.  B.  Hall,  cashier  of  Orwell 
Bank,  and  has  two  children ;  Maud  Valentine,, 
born  February  14,  1875,  married  Henry  Davis,, 
a  real  estate  dealer  of  Cleveland,  and  has 
three  children,  and  Mattie  Z.,  born  February 

2,  1879,  married  Ford  Goodrich,  who  was 
killed  on  a  railroad,  and  had  one  child,  Eloise. 
Mr.  Parker  married  (second),  April  18,  1903, 
Adell  Barr  Kile,  and  though  they  have  no  chil- 
dren, they  adopted  two,  (when  they  were  first 
married),  namely:  Jennie  Wicks,  born  Sep- 
tember 17,  1863,  married  Robert  Williams,  of 
Orwell,  and  Fred  Gram,  living  at  iMantua, 
married  Rose  Daniels,  and  has  one  child. 

Mr.  Parker's  second  wife's  father,  Sumner 
Barr,  son  of  James  and  Sarah  Barr,  was  born 
July  27,  181 1,  in  New  York;  he  married 
(first)  Bethia  Winslow  and  they  had  three 
children :  Freeman,  who  died  in  the  army ; 
Elizabeth,  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Van  Ness,  of  Chicago,  who  has 
four  children.  Sumner  Barr  came  to  Ohio  on 
horseback,  in  1832,  and  there  was  married; 
he  worked  in  a  mill.  His  wife  died  and  he 
married  (second)  Mima  Johnson,  of  Vermont, 
and  they  had  seven  children,  namely :  Martha, 
Darius,  James,  Emarett,  Arile,  Charles  and 
Adell.  Sumner  Barr  died  May  26,  1886,  and 
his  second  wife  died  in  1866,  at  the  age  of 
forty-six  years,  when  Adell  was  five  years  old. 

Adell  Barr  was  born  December  31,  i860,  in 
Austinburg  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
and  married,  July  20,  1884,  Edson  Kile,  and 
they  lived  in  Huntsburg,  Ohio.  Their  chil- 
dren were:  Ethel  L.,  born  March  26,  1887^ 
married  Glen  Tracy,  and  has  three  children, 
who  live  in  Colorado;  Edith  Adell,  born  Au- 
gust 28,  1889,  married  Blaine  Kingdom,  and 
has  one  child,  Margaret  L.,  and  Neil,  born 
June  14,  1896,  attends  school.     Mr.  Kile  died 
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November  6,   1896,  in  Grafton,  Ohio,  and  is 
buried  in  Orwell. 

Bernard  H.  Nichols,  M.  D. — A  represen- 
tative physician  and  surgeon  of  the  younger 
generation  in  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve 
is  Dr.  Nichols,  who  is  engaged  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  in  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna, Portage  county,  and  who  is  a  native  son 
of  this  county,  where  he  is  a  scion,  in  the  third 
generation,  of  one  of  the  well  known  pioneer 
families  of  this  favored  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve. 

Dr.  Nichols  was  born  in  Atwater  township. 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  December  18,  1876, 
and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Ada  (Wierman) 
Nichols,  both  likewise  natives  of  Portage 
county.  Samuel  Nichols  was  born  in  Atwater 
township,  this  county,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
Nichols,  who  came  from  his  native  state  of 
Pennsylvania  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Portage  county  in  the  pioneer  days. 
He  became  the  owner  of  a  farm  in  Atwater 
township,  but  devoted  his  attention  largely 
to  the  operation  of  a  saw  mill  and  to  the  timber 
business,  in  connection  with  which  he  was  most 
successful.  He  continued  to  reside  in  this 
county  until  his  death  and  his  name  is  held  in 
honor  as  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  to  whose  development  and 
progress  he  contributed  his  quota.  Samuel 
Nichols  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Atwater 
township,  to  whose  common  schools  he  is  in- 
debted for  his  early  educational  training,  and 
there  he  was  for  many  years  actively  identified 
with  agricultural  pursuits,  as  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  100  acres.  He  is  a 
carpenter  by  trade  and  to  the  same  he  has 
given  more  or  less  attention  since  his  youth. 
He  and  his  wife  now  reside  in  the  city  of  Ra- 
venna, where  he  follows  the  vocation  of  con- 
tractor and  builder  and  where  he  commands  the 
unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  His 
political  proclivities  are  indicated  by  the  stal- 
wart support  he  has  given  to  the  Democratic 
party  from  the  time  of  attaining  to  his  legal 
majority.  Mrs.  Nichols  was  born  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Palerma,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Michael  Wierman,  who  was 
a  native  of  German v  and  who  became  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Portage  county,  where  he 
passed  the  residue  of  his  long  and  useful  life. 
He  was  a  tailor  bv  trade  and  to  the  same  he 
devoted  himself  during  the  greater  part  of  his 
active   business    career.      Samuel    and    Ada 


(Wierman)  Nichols  becafme  the  parents  of 
three  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  is  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review;  Walter  is  a, telegraph  oper- 
ator and  is  now  a  resident  of  Lester,  Iowa ;  and 
Anah  remains  at  the  parental  home. 

Dr.  Nichols  gained  his  rudimentary  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township  and  thereafter  continued  his  studies 
in  the  high  school  at  Edinburg,  after  which  he 
entered  the  Ohio  State  Normal  School  at  Can- 
field,  where  he  admirably  fitted  himself  for  the 
pedagogic  profession,  to  which  lie  devoted  his 
attention  for  a  period  of  six  years,  with  marked 
success,  having  been  a  popular  teacher  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  county.  In  1898 
Dr.  Nichols  was  matriculated  in  the  medical 
department  of  famous  old  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity, in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland, 
where  he  pursued  his  technical  studies  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  entered  Starling  Medical 
College,  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  which  old  and 
finely  ordered  institution  he  was  graduated  as 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1904  and  from  which 
he  received  his  well  earned  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Medicine.  Shortly  after  his  graduation  he 
located  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for 
two  years  and  where  he  amply  demonstrated 
the  wisdom  displayed  in  choosing  his  exacting 
and  humane  vocation.  In  the  spring  of  1906 
Dr.  Nichols  took  up  his  residence  in  Ravenna, 
where  he  has  built  up  a  most  satisfactory  and 
representative  professional  business  and  where 
he  has  gained  prestige  as  one  of  the  able  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  He  is  thoroughly  fortified  in  the  most 
modern  and  approved  methods  obtaining  in 
his  profession  and  continues  a  close  and  appre- 
ciative student  of  both  medical  and  surgical 
science  as  exemplified  in  the  advanced  theories 
and  practice  of  the  day.  He  retains  member- 
ship in  the  American  Medical  Association,  the 
Ohio  State  Medical  Society  and  the  Portage 
County  Medical  Society. 

In  his  political  allegiance  Dr.  Nichols  is 
found  arrayed  as  a  stanch  and  effective  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party, 
whose  interests  he  has  done  no  little  to  advance 
in  a  local  way.  He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Ravenna,  to  which  po- 
sition he  was  elected  in  1908.  He  is  affiliated 
with  the  Junior  Order  of  United  American 
Mechanics,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks,  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Eagles. 
He  enjoys  the  esteem  of  his  professional  con- 
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freres  and  is  distinctively  popular  in  the  coun- 
ty of  his  nativity,  where  he  has  a  wide  ac- 
quaintanceship. 

In  1907  Dr.  Nichols  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Myrtle  Smith,  daughter  of  Charles  A. 
Smith,  a  representative  business  man  of  Ra- 
venna. 

William  H.  Basore. — Possessing  recog- 
nized business  energy  and  ability,  William  H 
Basore,  of  Lorain,  is  carrying  on  an  extensive 
and  remunerative  business  as  proprietor  of 
the  Basore  Livery  and  Transfer  Company,  one 
of  the  largest  industries  of  the  kind  in  Lorain 
county.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born,  De- 
cember II,  1874,  in  Ottawa  county,  a  son  of 
Jacob  and  Nancy  (Whitcraft)  Basore,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  bred  in  the  Hocking  val- 
ley, Ohio. 

At  the  age  of  ten  years  William  H.  Basore 
went  with  his  parents  to  Van  Wert,  Ohio, 
where  he  lived  for  six  years,  in  the  pubHc 
schools  of  that  locality  completing  his  early 
education.  The  family  then  removing  to  Saint 
Louis,  Michigan,  William  came  to  Lorain,  and 
for  the  next  few  years  worked  at  any  paying 
employment.  Thrifty  and  prudent,  he  saved 
a  little  money,  and  in  1899  embarked  in  the 
livery  business,  beginning  in  a  modest  way, 
with  scarcely  any  capital.  Successful  from 
the  beginning,  his  business  soon  began  to  in- 
crease, and  in  a  comparatively  short  time  he 
was  enabled  to  add  a  transfer  department, 
which  has  added  substantially  to  his  annual 
income.  The  extent  of  his  industry  soon  de- 
manding more  commodious  quarters,  Mr. 
Basore  moved,  in  1902,  to  his  present  large 
and  well  equipped  establishment  on  West  Erie 
avenue.  Here  he  keeps  on  an  average  forty 
head  of  horses  and  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  in- 
cluding the  latest  styles  of  carriages,  his  stock 
and  business  representing  a  capital  of  $25,000. 
In  his  transfer  operations  Mr.  Basore  does 
business  in  all  parts  of  Lorain  county. 

Mr.  Basore  married  Barbara  Hennis,  who 
was  born  in  Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county, 
a  daughter  of  Nicholas  Hennis,  and  they  have 
one  son,  Louis  Alfred  Basore. 

Dr.  Elroy  McKendree  Avery  has  stood 
for  nearly  forty  years  as  one  of  the  foremost 
educators  of  Cleveland,  and  for  the  greater 
portion  of  that  period  as  one  of  the  leading 
exponents  of  physical  science  in  the  United 
States.  In  that  province  he  has  attained  un- 
usual prominence  as  a  teacher,  a  lecturer  and 


an  author;  his  high  standing  in  pedagogy  has 
been  secured  by  the  able  discharge  of  duties 
connected  with  positions  which  demanded 
strong  powers  of  administration.  Dr.  Avery 
has  also  exercised  a  marked  influence  in  public 
affairs,  his  service  both  in  the  city  council  and 
the  state  senate  being  applied,  in  a  marked 
degree,  to  the  furtherance  of  charities  and 
moral  reforms  through  public  legislation.  Al- 
though an  active  Republican,  trained  amid  the 
throes  of  the  Civil  war,  he  has  little  inclination 
toward  political  life,  and  much  prefers  to  exert 
his  influence  in  public  matters  as  a  private  citi- 
zen and  through  the  agency  of  those  whom  he 
trusts  and  who  desire  advancement  in  that 
field. 

Elroy  M.  Avery  is  a  descendant  of  an  old 
Norman  family  that  migrated  to  England  with 
William  the  Conqueror  in  1066.  The  founder 
of  the  American  branch  of  this  family  was 
Christopher  Avery,  who  came  from  England 
with  his  only  son  and  landed  at  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  we  find  trace  of  him  about 
1640.  The  records  show  that  he  was  a  select- 
man of  Gloucester  for  eight  years;  that  he 
became  a  resident  of  Boston,  and  later  moved 
to  New  London,  Connecticut,  where  he  was 
made  a  freeman  in  1669  ^"^  died  ten  years 
later.  His  only  child,  James,  the  founder  of 
the  Groton  Averys,  married  Joanna  Green- 
slade,  and  soon  followed  the  younger  Win- 
throp,  his  intimate  friend,  to  New  London. 
Here  he  became  a  large  land  owner,  and  in  1656 
built  the  "Hive  of  the  Aver>'s"  at  Poquonnock 
Plain,  in  the  town  of  Groton,  where  he  lived. 
After  housing  eight  successive  generations  of 
the  Groton  Avery  clan,  the  old  "Hive"  was 
burned  in  July,  1894.  Captain  James  Avery 
was  both  a  famous  Indian  fighter  and  peace- 
maker, two  characters  which  were  apt  to  be 
closely  related.  At  his  death,  April  18,  1700, 
he  had  served  for  twenty  years  as  townsman, 
twelve  terms  as  a  member  of  the  Connecticut 
general  court,  several  times  as  peace  commis- 
sioner, and  for  many  years  as  assistant  judge 
of  the  county  court.  He  was  twice  married, 
his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Abigail  Holmes. 
Through  John  (3),  William  (4),  Abraham 
(5)  (an  officer  of  the  Revolution),  and  Amos 
Walker  (6),  the  line  descends  to  Casper  Hugh 
(7),  the  father  of  Elroy  McKendree.  Lieu- 
tenant Abraham  (5)  Avery  married  Mercy 
Packer,  of  Groton,  Connecticut,  and  about 
1794  moved  with  his  family  to  New  York, 
settling  later  at  Preston,  Chenango  county,  and 
dying  at  Earlville,  Madison  county,  in   1843. 
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Amos  W.,  his  third  son,  was  a  native  of  Cole- 
rain,  Massachusetts,  and  in  1808  married 
Nancy  McCutcheon.  He  resided  successively 
in  New  York  and  Michigan,  and  died  at  La 
Salle,  Monroe  county,  Michigan,  in  1863.  His 
oldest  child,  Casper  H.,  was  born  at  Preston, 
New  York,  July  25,  1809;  settled  at  Erie, 
Michigan,  in  1833,  and  on  September  26,  1843, 
married  Miss  Dorothy  Putnam.  She  died 
March  17,  1868,  and  he  followed  on  March 
5,  1873. 

Elroy  McKendree  Avery,  the  first-born  of 
the  couple  just  named,  was  born  at  Erie,  Mon- 
roe county,  Michigan,  July  14,  1844.  His 
father  soon  moved  from  his  farm  to  the  county 
seat,  where  the  son  received  his  early  educa- 
tion and  his  first  experience  in  business,  as  a 
newspaper  carrier,  billposter  and  distributor. 
Naturally  a  student,  however,  he  was  adjudged 
by  the  local  authorities  qualified  to  teach  school 
in  Frenchtown  township  when  he  was  only 
sixteen  years  of  age.  When  the  "Smith 
Guards"  was  raised  as  the  first  company  of 
Monroe  county  to  respond  to  the  call  for 
Union  troops,  young  Avery  joined  it,  but  al- 
though it  went  to  the  front  as  Company  A, 
Fourth  Michigan  Infantry,  he  was  then  de- 
nied a  muster-in  on  account  of  his  years.  On 
July  14,  1861,  however,  he  rejoined  his  friends 
and  classmates  at  Georgetown  Heights,  near 
Washington  City,  just  on  the  eve  of  the  ad- 
vance toward  Bull  Run.  The  first  week  of  his 
seventeenth  year  closed  with  the  first  battle 
of  Bull  Run,  and  the  youth  returned  to  his 
home  with  the  First  Michigan  regiment  after 
its  three  months'  service.  Subsequently  he 
enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  and  Seventeenth 
Michigan  regiments,  but  was  prevented  from 
being  mustered  in  by  his  anxious  and  affec- 
tionate mother.  Finally,  in  1863,  he  actually 
entered  the  ranks  of  Company  E,  Eleventh 
Michigan  Cavalry ;  remained  with  his  regiment 
through  its  campaigns  under  Burbridge,  Stone- 
man  and  others,  and  on  the  battlefield  at 
Saltville,  Virginia,  was  promoted  to  be  ser- 
geant-major. In  addition  to  performing  his 
military  duties,  he  served  as  a  war  corres- 
pondent of  the  Detroit  Daily  Tribune,  this  be- 
ing the  beginning  of  a  journalistic  career 
which  was  continued  for  many  years  after  the 
war.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  formally  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  at  Pulaski,  Tennessee. 

At  once  entering  the  Monroe  (Michigan) 
high  school,  the  returned  soldier  prepared  for 
the  University  of  Michigan,  which  he  entered 
in  September,   1867.     The  four  years  of  his 


collegiate  course  were  made  possible  by  work 
as  principal  of  the  Battle  Creek  (Michigan) 
high  school  for  four  months  and  editorial  serv- 
ice on  the  Detroit  Tribune.  Before  being 
graduated  in  June,  187 1,  he  accepted  the  su- 
perintendency  of  the  Charlotte  (Michigan) 
schools,  but  was  released  from  his  engagement 
to  assume  a  like  position  in  the  East  Cleveland 
(Ohio)  schools,  offered  him  in  July.  In  the 
following  month  he  resigned  his  editorial 
chair  to  take  up  his  school  work  at  East 
Cleveland.  In  the  following  year  the  village 
of  East  Cleveland  was  annexed  to  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  and  Mr.  Avery  became  principal 
of  the  East  high  school.  In  1878  the  East 
high  school  and  the  Central  high  school  were 
consolidated  and  Mr.  Avery  became  principal 
of  the  Cleveland  Normal  School.  The  next 
year  he  retired  from  the  pedagogical  but  not 
from  the  educational  field.  For  two  seasons 
thereafter  he  delivered  popular  experimental 
lectures  on  the  new  electric  light.  In  1881  he 
began  the  organization  of  Brush  electric  light 
and  power  companies  in  the  larger  cities  of 
the  country.  His  record  of  more  than  two 
score  years  with  such  companies  has  not  been 
equaled  by  any  other  man  in  the  country. 

In  the  meantime  Dr.  Avery  had  come  into 
prominence  as  an  author  of  high-school  text- 
books on  physical  science.  In  1876  was  pub- 
lished his  "Elementary  Physics,"  which  was 
immediately  adopted  by  the  Cleveland  high 
schools ;  "Elements  of  Natural  Philosophy"  ap- 
peared in  1878;  "Physical  Technics"  in  1879; 
"Teachers'  Hand  Book  of  Natural  Philoso- 
phy," 1879;  "Elements  of  Chemistry,"  1881 ; 
"Teachers'  Hand  Book  of  Chemistry,"  1882; 
"Complete  Chemistry,"  1883 ;  "First  Principles 
of  Natural  Philosophy,"  1884;  "School  Phys- 
ics," 1895  :  "Elementary  Physics,"  1897;  "First 
Lessons  in  Physical  Science,"  1897;  and 
"School  Chemistry,"  1904.  He  is  also  the 
author  of  the  following  works:  "Words  Cor- 
rectly Spoken,"  1887;  "Columbus  and  the 
Columbia  Brigade,"  1892;  "The  Town  Meet- 
ing," 1904.  For  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  has 
had  in  preparation  a  "History  of  the  United 
States  and  Its  People,"  to  be  complete  in  six- 
teen volumes — his  great  life  work:  seven  vol- 
umes had  been  published  in  1909. 

In  1905  Dr.  Avery  was  one  of  twelve  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  board  of  educa- 
tion to  make  a  study  of  every  department  of 
the  public  schools  of  the  city.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  several  of  the  committees  of  the  com- 
mission and  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
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work  and  course  of  study  in  the  common 
schools.  The  herculean  task  of  the  "Avery 
committee^  was  entered  upon  with  enthusiasm, 
the  search  was  radical  and  thoroughgoing,  "the 
findings  were  fearless,  and  the  results  far- 
reaching  and  important.  Its  report  was  ap- 
proved by  the  commission  and  published  in 
pamphlet  form  by  the  board  of  education.  It 
was  printed  in  full  by  the  local  daily  press  and 
in  the  leading  educational  periodicals  of  the 
country.  One  eastern  publishing  house  printed 
20,000  copies  for  gratuitous  distribution,  and 
many  of  the  metropolitan  newspapers  gave  it 
editorial  comment  and  approval.  Dr.  Avery 
found  abundant  compensation  for  his  six 
months'  work  in  the  minimizing  of  the  "frills 
and  feathers"  features  of  courses  of  study  in 
the  common  schools  of  Cleveland  and  of  many 
other  communities  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific. 

Dr.  Avery  is  a  member  of  the  American  His- 
torical Society;  a  life  member  of  the  Ohio 
Archaeological  and  Historical  Society  and  of 
the  American  Economic  Association;  a  life 
member  and  trustee  of  the  Western  Reserve 
Historical  Society;  a  fellow  of  the  American 
Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Science; 
a  charter  member  of  the  Forest  City  Post,  G. 
A.  R. ;  and  the  founder  and  first  president  of 
the  Western  Reserve  Society  of  the  Sons  of 
the  American  Revolution.  He  is  also  a  char- 
ter member  of  Woodward  Lodge,  F.  and  A. 
M.,  Knights  Templar,  and  a  thirty-second  de- 
gree (Scottish  Rite)  Mason,  and  a  member  of 
the  Zeta  Psi  (college)  fraternity.  Upon  grad- 
uation in  1871  he  received  the  degree  of  Ph. 
B.,  and  subsequently  the  honorary  degrees  of 
Ph.  M.,  Ph.  D.  and  LL.  D. 

Dr.  Avery's  public  record,  already  noted,  in- 
cluded service  in  the  Cleveland  city  council  in 
1891-2  and  in  the  Ohio  senate  in  1893-7.  In 
the  former  body  he  represented  the  East  End 
(sixth)  district,  which  returned  him  by  the 
largest  majority  given  any  candidate  in  the 
city.  In  municipal  legislation  he  was  the 
leader  in  the  gas  reduction  and  reforms ;  was 
chairman  of  the  committees  which  investi- 
gated the  street  railroads  and  the  city  infirm- 
ary; was  the  author  of  the  anti-smoke  ordi- 
nance and  was  an  earnest  advocate  for  the 
founding  of  a  city  farm  school  for  the  benefit 
of  vicious  youth  or  abandoned  and  friendless 
children.  His  campaign  for  the  state  senate 
(for  which  he  was  an  unwilling  nominee)  was 
magnificently  conducted  and,  in  point  of  ma- 
jority, put  him  at  the  head  of  the  legislative 


ticket.  His  senatorial  record  marked  him  as 
an  able  legislator,  whose  mind  was  chiefly  fixed 
on  the  advancement  of  the  higher  interests 
of  the  commonwealth.  As  second  president 
of  the  Ohio  Conference  of  Charities  and  Cor- 
rections he  first  came  into  state  prominence  in 
this  noble  field  of  action,  to  which  he  has 
never  ceased  to  give  his  best  efforts.  On  the 
incorporation  of  the  Children's  Fresh  Air 
Camp  in  1895,  he  was  chosen  president,  a  posi- 
tion to  which  he  was  elected  thirteen  successive 
terms.  Upon  his  refusal  to  serve  another 
term  he  was  chosen  honorary  president.  Dr. 
Avery  found  the  camp  with  property  valued 
at  about  $300;  he  left  it  with  property  valued 
at  about  $150,000  and  rich  in  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  the  people  of  northern  Ohio. 
On  July  2,  1870,  Dr.  Avery  wedded  Miss 
Catherine  Hitchcock  Tilden,  who  had  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  principalship  of  the  Battle 
Creek  high  school.  She  was  his  able  assistant 
during  his  career  as  a  teacher  in  Cleveland, 
and  has  been  in  every  way  a  true  companion 
and  helpmate.  A  sketch  of  Mrs.  Avery  may 
be  found  on  other  pages  of  this  volume. 

Hubert  J.  Wright. — A  man  of  much  en- 
terprise and  ability,  Hubert  J.  Wright  occupies 
an  assured  position  among  the  intelligent  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  Lake  county,  his 
farm  in  Perry  township  comparing  favorably 
in  point  of  improvements  with  any  in  the  com- 
munity. A  native  of  this  township,  he  was 
born,  December  31,  1853,  on  the  site  of  his 
present  homestead,  a  son  of  Charles  T. 
Wright,  and  grandson  of  Nathan  Wright,  an 
early  settler  of  the  place. 

Nathan  Wright,  born  in  New  England, 
spent  his  early  life  in  New  York.  He  came 
from  substantial  colonial  stock,  and  was  of 
English  descent,  coming  from  a  family  of 
whom  a  part  were  loyal  to  the  colonists,  while 
a  part  remained  faithful  to  the  king.  In  1829, 
in  the  very  early  part  of  the  year,  he  migrated 
with  his  family  to  Ohio,  making  the  trip  with 
ox  teams,  and  bringing  all  of  his  worldly  pos- 
sessions. Locating  in  Perry  township,  he 
bought  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by 
his  grandson,  Hubert  J.,  and  here  lived  until 
his  death,  in  1840,  his  death  being  the  result  of 
an  injury  received  by  the  stroke  of  a  falling 
tree.  He  married,  in  New  York,  Hannah 
Palmer,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died 
on  the  home  farm  about  thirty  years  later  than 
he  died,  being  then  eighty-three  years  old. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  convictions, 
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rtcllv^^  ill  rt'sesUiln^  Iti  tlir  •»prni(l  nf  the  i(of*pcI, 
rthit  il»»iirttn1  llir  f^lto  nf  ilic  SntHli  Prairie 
MiMlini||t?|  |'.|i)«»cn|ml  rlmrcli,  likcwiHc  fflvin^^ 
llu'  Irtint  n»t  llif  mnil  rcmrlrry  in  which  he 
rtint  hU  wlfr  w«MT  htnlnl.  tlr  \v««  influential 
hi  \\\v  rMiiiiiiniiity  rtiul  one  n(  (he  leadinfjj  meni- 
hei<»  nf  hi«»  ehmrh.  1*0  him  ami  his  wife 
nv<*  rhitiheii  weie  U»»n.  an  follow!*:  Joel,  who 
inl^irt(t*»l  tt»  Shehovyan.  W  isconsin.  when 
\iMin^»  iIIimI  thete  wlten  im«t  eighty  years  of 
ams  ^Uhetvrt;  I'lvha.  wife  of  the  late  Wayne 
OHoiu  who  ilie^l  hi  U}<>^,  a  short  time  after 
\w\-  marilrtHei  at  her  ileath  leaving  i>ne  chiUI» 
\W\\\  OvXwWs  of  vSmth  Uak-x>ta;  Charles  T»: 
anil  We»*ley^  a  fanner  in  early  life»  ami  later 
f^  f^nwv^^^fnl  lin>*ine?*s  man  of  Stnr>{:is»  Michi- 
H:an»  ihe\l  at  the  a^x  of  thiw  svxmv  ami  ten 
\i^r?». 

Chavl^!*  W  W  riRhtx  In^vn  in  l»neml<hip.  Alle- 
Rt^ivv  vNx\mi\\  New  VovW.  IVl^ruary  ^\  tS>\ 
\VA^  a  M\\all  \hilsl  when  \\c  <mw  with  hb 
j><^^^nt^  t\^  the  favn^  \vhe^i>.  with  the  excifption 
w^  thtw  %^v  f>NUV  \^(^^i^  in  ^^is?^nu-i.  l^e  st^m 
hi^  \t^^^i^MHVj^  xt^K^s  tNAT^M^vii  awAv  vV^>^>er  >\ 
tv^^.  W^  \\^^  \\\  Wi^^^wrx  \m\^t  ^^  the  hrtsuk- 
<HV^  >NHHt  v>r  th\^  vSvit  \\<^Vs  A^^t  l>ci^v<  A  stanch 

t^v^hn^  ^^Vi<  ^x'^^^^iknJ  ^^  IVm  hNxx  w^^hifk  where 

W^  hAvi  ^^n'^^  ^^^^^^\\   tAx^ht  rnvr^l  t<^nn<.     H<^ 

'*v\N'^Wi(  >Nt'  !(nI|\v>^5n^V,  ^^.^5^^'^iy.  WhiV  w  \li^- 
^^'  NUn*;VJOiiW.  A^s",  w-;^>i  ;>fCWi  xSs'irA;  N>w 

v\s-^v^>ft"  ^-httt  h^  .vKi^T  xn%y^-.  s!oT^.":T.^r^-  *." 
'the  t^:\*r)ji'.  K^Tr^^^<^/.  If.  'iVr-A  r/^^'nshTf*.  >vr 

^Vr'i'fic  thi  ^F?ro  ^^ft:^  .^.■  htv  l.rr  h:  v  fi<  r^- 
tfiVv.  f v%fr.  JK^f-xv  *ftKv .  'V^vlifK,  V»v'a''\%'^'  it 
'ihc  hi'^^r^  rhw:  )v  hfir  o-kW/"  At  rhr  «^if  h.imr- 

'f*hr/*tii^  1-*o:':*»mBn,  "*^»V  ^-J^t  V^-t  ir.   ^^pfi^^^^r 

><*mlcTR»^:  n»vv<!/^"  Af  tht  Ttr^v*^r.  fjitnih  hRvitu: 


to  this  country  from  the  north  of  Ireland.    She 
(lied  on  the  home  farm  in  July,   1890,  aged 
sixty-three  years.     She  was  a  menjber  of  the 
Methodist    iipiscopal   church,   and   a   faithful 
worker  in  the  denomination.    Into  their  home 
eij^ht  children  were  born,  namely:     Minerva, 
Elja.  Hubert  J.,  Charles  H.,  Mary,  Milford  E., 
Mildred  and  Abbie.    Minerva,  who  was  grad- 
uated from  Lake  Erie  College,  taught  school  a 
number  of  years,  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
which  occurred  when  she  was  thirty-three  years 
of  ajije.  was  teaching  in  Painesville.   Ella,  who 
married   D,   Cognevich,  died   in  Colorado  in 
March,  1900.     Mr.  Cognevich  was  reared  in 
the   Austrian   nav\,  and  subsequently  served 
InUh  in  the  ICnglish  and  in  the  United  States 
navies^  He  was  well  educated,  and  after  going 
to  t^olorado  was  quite  prominent  in  pubhc  serv- 
ice»  l>eing  steward  for  a  time  in  the  state  peni- 
tentiarv*  deputy  sherirF  of  Roulder  county  and 
C\Hirt    interpreter    in     IVnver.      (Tharles    H. 
Wrij:ht»  tlie  secvMui  son,  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  nUii^ivr,  Minnes^Ma.     Marx*  is  the  wife  of 
Jt>hn  i<\  W^lntaker,  who  is  e!::ployed  in  the 
l\)lhiviin  car  i^rtkf  in  Oiicago,  I!!:nvMS.  Milford 
l\.    Wn^ijht    m^sidcs   :n    Pumiey,    Eng^Jand,   a 
snhurh  of  MaiKhestier,  xxhcr^  he  is  carrying  osi 
A«  c\f<iisJ\xc  husinc:^  as  a  n".air::facn:i^T  of 
:^tt^Tt\>5Vticx>n>  ant2  >:cTXv^pTirc^  xSews^  x!r5:5cii  he 
:<»cT.<  tK>  the  tratk".  He  Tt-airr.cv:  a  5ccc:i>h  lassie, 
Kv^-i  aixi  hTTv:  "ir,  A'Vx^;:i>\  So.cLan.L    Mijdi>NjL 
a  :x\ir.  s^<:ct  ^^:  \5r:rs^rv:  F^,  ;";::;'i  x:  :be  a^  of 
^•3'i':>c^cyTJ  xtta'S^     A^^ic  ts  a  rtar^KC  :f  rrrssac  ia 


Vet  ^^ .  W'TT^'h:  xkrr:  r.--  i.-.rarr 'c*.  Xnrrh  rtakraa. 

:t»':r.\'t  ^rars.  Tr:x'i»j:  tr  rr.  rrtf  rnr^f  rtg^trr^ 
XT}:.  -^viT.  rV  /r^srrrirn.Tr  rf  riiiiirmi:  cmt  rf  ::iie 

7,'  Thr  CH,"'  *b.*imr<;Triir.  rr  T^rr — >  Tr^vn^hir.  wlicr? 
hr  >»Jis  5;iTC;f  ;^i»^■:lT:»:  hs  rnr-o^^  ir  ^nrjiner^"^ 
T'^t^mTni:   rru^irrn^  ;.  srv»ri?*t*-    ?:  s.-^mr  rvrcn:  rf 

.'If.  Thr   r<rfiTi-    hr^'inr   <:*'    "mt   rn^^r    ^^r'Te:    r>i 

Tvr.n-^..  v^h:  vn-  hn-t  it  >n'iti^firu;  ^thin.  i 
rt;m^mr'  rr  inMr  ntii  X.nnr*  riiz^lv^tt-.  TUrr- 
->  Tvn-i  s:  :h;  :ur*  .»  '>*  ^\'^nTs  n.  tR:  ■ . 
Inhr  Fv-;r:  r^nv  vitt  iir-  r4i''<Mi>-  trnn- "Bmifrr 
rnitnr    T*i»nrsvK';<ni,\  tr  >nninii:  rnnnn.  Ohir*, 
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and  on  the  farm  which  his  father  took  up  from 
the  government  passed  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  dying  August  24,  1900,  aged  ninety-one 
years.  His  father,  John  Ewart,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  the  north  of  Ireland,  of  pure  Scotch  an- 
cestry, and  there  married  a  Miss  Tulley.  Eliz- 
abeth Harris,  wife  of  John  Ewart,  died  Au- 
gust 8,  1909,  being  eighty-four  years  of  age. 
While  a  resident  of  Dakota,  Mr.  Wright  as- 
sisted in  organizing  the  Walsh  county  town- 
ship in  which  he  resided,  and  served  as  its  first 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  likewise  town- 
ship trustee  while  there.  Since  returning  to 
Ohio,  he  has  been  trustee  of  Lake  county  for 
seven  years. 

Daniel  Eason. — A  man  of  versatile  talents, 
active  and  energetic,  Daniel  Eason  has  for 
more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  been  inti- 
mately associated  with  many  of  the  leading 
industries  of  Lorain  county,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  trustee  of  Elyria  township,  being  well 
known  not  only  in  that  capacity,  but  as  one  of 
the  best  and  most  popular  auctioneers  of  the 
city  of  Elyria,  where  he  resides.  A  son  of 
John  Eason,  he  was  born,  August  5,  1854,  in 
Northamptonshire,  England.  John  Eason  left 
England,  his  native  country,  in  1869,  coming 
directly  to  Elyria,  Ohio,  where  he  was  joined 
the  foltowing  year  by  his  son  Daniel,  and  in 
1872  by  his  daughter  Elizabeth.  In  1879  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ann  Wright, 
crossed  the  ocean,  and  subsequently  resided  in 
Lorain  county  until  her  death,  June  8,  1889, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years.  John  Eason 
followed  the  trade  of  a  tanner  as  well  as  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  resided  in  Elyria 
until  his  death,  October  11,  1909,  aged  eighty- 
four  years,  his  birth  having  occurred  June  9, 
1825. 

Fifteen  years  old  when  he  came  to  Ohio, 
Daniel  Eason  completed  his  education  in  Lo- 
rain county,  attending  school  in  both  Ridge- 
ville  and  Elyria.  As  a  young  man  he  worked 
on  the  farm,  and,  developing  a  love  for  hor- 
ticulture, and  his  natural  artistic  tastes  and 
talents,  he  has  since  been  more  or  less  em- 
ployed in  landscape  gardening.  In  1877  he 
began  crying  public  sales  in  Lorain  county, 
and  in  that  line  has  acquired  great  proficiency, 
being  widely  known  throughout  the  county  as 
a  most  successful  auctioneer.  In  1883  Mr. 
Eason  was  elected  street  commissioner  of 
Elyria,  and  was  re-elected  in  1885  and  in  1887, 
serving  six  years  at  that  time.  Then,  after 
an  interim  of  one  term,  he  was  again  the  peo- 
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pie's  choice  for  that  position,  and  was  the 
last  commissioner  to  be  elected  by  the  direct 
vote  of  the  citizens.  Since  1883  he  has  also 
served  as  special  policeman.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

In  March,  1907,  Mr.  Eason  was  appointed 
township  trustee,  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  and 
in  1909  received  the  nomination  for  that  office 
and  was  elected.  As  a  contractor  he  has  paved 
many  streets  in  Elyria,  including  Lodi  street. 
West  avenue,  Mill,  Court  and  Third  streets. 
East  Broadway  and  East  Bridge,  Clark  and 
West  Second  streets,  using  asphalt  blocks  on 
the  latter  thoroughfare.  He  has  also  paved 
two  streets  in  Oberlin,  East  College  and  North 
Main  streets,  in  filling  his  contract  putting  in 
the  first  brick  paving  laid  in  that  city. 

On  January  13,  1875,  Mr.  Eason  married 
Clara  Ann  Grant,  who  was  born  April  26, 
1855,  in  Ratley,  Warwickshire,  England,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Facer) 
Grant,  who  came  with  their  family  to  Ohio  in 
1872,  settling  first  in  Elyria,  but  afterwards 
removing  to  Grafton,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
sided for  a  number  of  years.  Later  moving  to 
Elyria,  they  made  their  home  with  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Eason  and  where  both  spent  the  remaixi- 
der  of  their  lives,  Mr.  Grant  dying  in  April, 
1892,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  and  Mrs. 
Grant  in  November,  1897,  ^^^^  seventy-three 
years.  Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Eason,  namely:  William  Henry, 
born  November  12,  1875,  married  Mildred 
Sump,  and  resides  in  Elyria;  Frank,  residing 
in  Elyria  township,  was  born  iSeptember  7, 
1877,  and  married  Mary  Babcock;  Mahlon  Ar- 
thur, born  February  22,  1881,  lives  in  Sebring, 
Ohio;  George  Oliver,  born  October  3,  1884, 
died  June  3,  1908;  and  Harrison  Grant,  bom 
January  27,  1889. 

Mr.  Eason  is  active  and  prominent  in  fra- 
ternal circles,  belonging  to  the  Royal  Arcanum, 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to 
the  Daughters  of  Rebekah,  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  to  the  Pythian  Sisters,  to  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  and  to  the  Woodmen 
of  the  World. 

Arthur  Bradlky,  a  farmer  near  Sharon 
township,  Medina  county,  was  born  in  Chitten- 
den county,  Vermont,  February  12,  1841,  a  son 
of  Russell  and  Perillice  (Brown)  Bradley,  both 
of  pure  New  England  stock,  and  the  father 
was  a  skilled  mechanic  and  millwright.  Arthur 
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Bradley  was  five  years  of  age  when  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  journeying  from  Bur- 
lington, Vermont,  to  Buffalo,  New  York, 
where  a  change  of  boats  was  made  for  Cleve- 
land, and  from  there  they  came  to  Medina 
county,  where  the  father  engaged  in  the  milling 
Dusiness,  constructing  and  operating  a  milling 
plant.  The  son  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  vicinity  of  his  home  in 
•  Medina  county,  and  learning  the  trades  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  he  followed  those  lines 
of  work  for  twenty-five  years  or  until  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Civil  war.  Joining  on. Au- 
gust II,  1862,  the  ranks  of  the  Federal  army 
he  became  a  member  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  dur- 
ing his  three  years  of  military  life  saw  much 
active  service.  Returning  home  at  the  close 
of  the  war  he  resumed  work  at  his  trade,  but 
about  the  year  of  1870  he  bought  land  in 
Sharon  township  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

He  married  Miss  Mary  C.  Calvert,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Thomas  Calvert,  of  this  locality,  and 
their  three  children  are :  Bertha  Elena,  the  wife 
of  J.  W.  Holliwill,  of  Sharon  township ;  Mabel 
C.j  the  wife  of  William  V.  Davis,  a  business 
man  in  Cleveland ;  and  Maude  Elda,  now  Mrs. 
O.  A.  Nichols  and  a  resident  of  Medina  county. 
Mr.  Bradley  is  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  at  Remson,  Richard  Keys  Post 
No.  574,  and  he  is  a  patron  and  supporter  of 
the  Grange.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has 
been  county  commissioner,  having  served  two 
terms,  the  last  of  which  expired  in  1901 ;  he 
was  twice  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Sharon  township.  Mrs.  Bradley  is  a  member 
of  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of  Medina  county. 

David  C.  Collins,  the  only  one  of  his  fam- 
ily living  except  a  half-brother,  ninety-three 
years  of  age,  and  a  half-sister  eighty-eight 
years  old,  was  born  May  16,  1834.  The  father, 
William  Collins,  came  at  an  early  day  from 
Connecticut  with  his  wife  and  family,  making 
the  journey  with  an  ox  team.  He  took  up  a 
tract  of  land  in  what  was  afterward  called 
Charlestown  township,  built  a  log  cabin  and 
began  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  his  land. 
In  a  few  years  his  wife  died,  leaving  him  with 
a  family.  In  1798  he  married  Polly  (Allen) 
Kennedy,  who  was  a  widow  with  three  chil- 
dren. To  them  were  born  four  children,  of 
whom  David  C.  is  one.  The  first  house  the 
Collins  family  lived  in  was  made  of  logs  hewed 
down  for  the  purpose. 


David  Collins  lived  with  his  parents  until  the 
death  of  his  father,  and  afterward  cared  for 
his  mother  until  her  death.  He  was  married 
when  thirty-two  years  of  age,  and  afterward 
began  to  work  on  his  father's  farm;  subse- 
quently he  bought  eighty  acfes  in  the  north- 
western part  of  Charlestown  township,  where 
he  has  been  a  resident  thirty-nine  years.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  public  schools,  and 
as  a  boy  he  was  acquainted  with  James  A.  Gar- 
field ;  as  a  cousin  of  Mr.  Collins,  R.  D.  Hughes, 
is  the  man  who  took  Garfield  from  his  work  o^n 
the  tow-path,  sent  him  to  Hiram  for  an  edu- 
cation, for  which  he  paid,  with  no  thought  of 
return.  Here  Garfield  graduated  and  got  his 
start  in  the  life  he  was  to  lead  from  that 
time  on. 

Mr.  Collins  has  served  as  township  super- 
visor, and  also  other,  similar  offices,  and  in 
political  views  is  a  Democrat.  He  married 
Clarissa,  daughter  of  Marvin  and  Mary  Ann 
(Bishop)  Sears,  who  was  born  July  15,  1837. 
Her  parents  were  both  natives  of  the  Western 
Reserve,'  and  her  grandfather,  Elias  Sears, 
emigrated  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  m  early 
days.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collins  have  two  scwis  and 
one  daughter,  namely :  Ernest  L.  and  Harry 
A.,  both  employed  in  a  machine  shop  in  New 
Milford,  and  Genevra,  who  lives  in  Ravenna. 

Walter  Orlando  Pierce,  a  retired  and 
honored  citizen  of  Nelson  township,  now  re- 
siding at  what  is  known  as  Pierce's  Comers, 
Portage  county,  has  enjoyed  a  career  of  sub- 
stantial advancement ;  more  than  that — ^he  has 
devoted  a  large  portion  of  his  life  and  sub- 
stance to  the  support  and  development  of 
helpless  children,  who,  without  the  care  of 
himself  and  faithful  wife,  might  have  been  cast 
adrift  and  never  reached  the  harbor  of  a  vir- 
tuous and  useful  life.  If  this  was  the  only 
Christian  act  of  his  life,  Mr.  Pierce  would 
still  be  stamped  as  a  pattern  toward  which 
men  of  the  world  might  well  aspire;  if  more 
would  adopt  such  a  life  policy,  the  rising  gen- 
eration of  unprotected  children  would  develop 
a  more  abundant  harvest  of  good  and  depend- 
able men  and  women. 

Mr.  Pierce  is  a  native  of  Shalersville,  Ohio, 
born  January  4,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Walter 
and  Jane  (Thompson)  Pierce,  both  of  whom 
are  deceased.  The  father  died  in  Nelson  and 
the  mother  in  Mantua,  this  county.  When  he 
was  a  youth  of  nineteen,  Walter  Pierce  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
settled  half  a  mile   west  of  Nelson  Center. 
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The  grandparents,  John  and  Mary  (Knapp) 
Pierce,  were  from  Pennsylvania,  of  which  the 
former  was  a  native,  and  in  1824  moved  with 
their  family  to  the  Reserve.  At  still  earlier 
periods  in  the  genealogical  record,  the  Pierce 
familv  was  established  in  Scotland  and  was 
thence  transplanted  to  Connecticut.  Through 
three  generations  has  descended  the  distinct 
picture  of  Grandfather  Pierce  riding  his  old 
farm  horse  through  the  forests  of  western 
Pennsylvania  and  northern  Ohio,  going  ahead 
of  the  family  team  as  a  scout,  both  to  take 
the  brunt  of  possible  attacks  of  savages  or  wild 
beasts  and  to  spy  out  a  choice  spot  for  the 
future  homestead. 

The  grandson  of  this  pioneer  of  1824,  Wal- 
ter O.  Pierce,  obtained  his  education  at  the 
Beechwood  district  school,  three  miles  east  of 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
left  his  studies  and  devoted  himself  entirely  to 
agriculture.  He  has  since  given  his  time  to 
the  furtherance  of  the  duties  and  interests 
which  have  fallen  to  him,  and  to  the  general 
progress  of  his  vocation  through  the  medium 
of  the  local  grange.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat; but  he  believes  that  his  duty  as  a  good 
citizen  forbids  him  to  assume  politics  as  a 
business,  and  he  has  therefore  refused  to  seek 
office  of  any  kind. 

On  January  23,  1867,  Mr.  Pierce  married 
Miss  Carrie  S.  Loomis,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Arimenta  (Harmon)  Loomis,  the  wife 
d)ring  without  issue  on  April  21,  1907.  The 
good  wife  and  kind  foster  mother  lies  buried 
in  Windham  cemetery.  Lizzie  M.  Johnson,  the 
first  of  the  three  children  who  have  such  just 
cause  to  call  down  blessings  upon  the  heads  * 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  O.  Pierce,  is  a  native 
of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  was  happily  mar- 
ried July  24,  1908,  to  Fred  Keye.  Arthur  R. 
Gardener,  the  foster  son,  was  born  in  Troy, 
Ohio,  October  18,  1887,  and  when  he  be- 
came of  age  in  1908  he  rented  the  home  farm 
and  conducted  it  for  about  a  vear  at  the  so- 
licitation  of  Mr.  Pierce.  He  then  became  a 
resident  of  California.  Ella  Green,  the  third 
child  taken  into  the  household,  is  also  a  na- 
tive of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  and  is  now  em- 
ployed in  Cleveland,  although,  whenever  pos- 
sible, she  returns  to  Mr.  Pierce,  who  is  the 
only  father  she  has  ever  known.  Aside  from 
these  three  children,  several  others  were  re- 
ceived into  the  family,  being  cared  for  until 
they,  too,  became  self-supporting  or  could  be 
safeguarded  in  other  homes. 


Charles  A.  Cox. — The  substantial  and  high 
standing  of  Charles  A.  Cox,  engaged  in  the 
real  estate  and  insurance  business  at  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  is  a  logical  sequence  of  his 
thorough  and  varied  business  training  and  his 
special  adaptability  to  all  lines  whose  develop- 
ment depends  upon  direct  personal  influence. 
A  successful  real  estate  and  insurance  man 
cannot  be  the  power  behind  the  throne;  he 
must  sit  on  the  throne  itself  and  meet  those 
whom  he  desires  to  become  attached  to  his 
business  realm  face  to  face,  exerting  all  his 
powers  of  persuasion  and  magnetism  upon 
those  who  come  before  him.  When  to  these 
qualities  one  adds  real  character,  he  has  the 
measure  of  Mr.  Cox  and  an  explanation  of  his 
stead V  advancement. 

Born  on  a  farm  in  Elyria  township,  Lorain 
county,  in  1852,  Charles  A.  Cox  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Charlotte  (Cox)  Cox,  his  parents 
bemg  natives  of  Northamptonshire,  England, 
who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  while  quite 
young.  They  were  married  at  Wilkensburg, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1840,  and 
in  December,  1851,  settled  on  the  farm  on 
the  Abbey  road,  Elyria  township,  on  which 
Charles  A.  was  born.  The  mother  died  in 
1868  and  the  father  in  January,  1893.  The 
son  mentioned  attended  the  district  school  of 
his  home  neighborhood  and  the  Elyria  high 
school,  and  in  1872,  when  twenty  years  of  age, 
became  a  salesman  with  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson 
Manufacturing  Company.  After  fourteen 
years  of  continuous  and  creditable  service,  Mr. 
Cox  resigned  a  responsible  position  with  them 
to  accept  a  traveling  salesmanship  with  the 
Davis  Sewing  Machine  Company,  which  he 
successfully  filled  for  seven  years.  This,  in 
turn,  he  resigned  to  become  traveling  auditor 
for  the  Singer  Manufacturing  Company,  his 
territory  extending  from  Pittsburg  to  Toledo. 
In  1903,  feeling  that  the  time  had  come  when 
he  should  derive  the  full  benefit  of  his  long 
and  valuable  business  training,  he  opened  a 
real  estate  and  insurance  office  in  Elyria, 
which  he  has  conducted  with  a  constant  in- 
crease of  business  and  reputation  since  that 
time. 

On  December  24,  1873,  Mr.  Cox  married 
Miss  Allyan  C.  Myers,  who  died  in  1899,  leav- 
ing four  children,  as  follows :  Lotta,  who  mar- 
ried A.  N.  Gray,  of  Elyria;  Marietta,  now 
Mrs.  M.  Ia)rd,  of  that  place;  Sumner  C.  and 
George  P.  Cox,  also  of  Elyria.  On  June  9, 
1906,  Mr.  Cox  married  Miss  Frances  Loomis 
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Gray,  born  at  Olmstead  Falls,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  June  8,  1866,  daughter  of  Arthur 
and  Emma  (Loomis)  Gray.  Mrs.  Cox's  ma- 
ternal grandfather  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  migrated  to  Cuyahoga  county  at  such 
an  early  day  as  places  him  in  the  ranks  of  its 
early  pioneers. 

Darius  M.  Alford. — Three  generations  of 
the  Alford  family  have  passed  lives  of  useful- 
ness and  honor  within  the  limits  of  Windham 
township.  Portage  county,  and  their  records 
cover  nearly  a  century  of  beneficial  work  for 
their  home  communities.  The  last  to  com- 
pletely identify  himself  with  the  progress  of 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve  was  the 
late  Darius  M.  Alford,  who  died  November 
26, 1907,  upon  the  old  family  homestead,  which 
is  still  occupied  by  his  good  and  faithful 
widow.  Mrs.  Alford,  however,  does  not  at- 
tempt to  operate  the  farm,  but  rents  it  to  com- 
petent parties,  so  as  to  maintain  it  in  its  old- 
time  state  of  thorough  cultivation  and  pro- 
ductiveness. 

The  grandparents  of  Darius  M.  Alford,  Eli- 
jah and  Betsey  (Higley)  Alford,  were  born 
and  bred  in  Becket,  Berkshire  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  in  181 1  started  their  ox  teams 
for  the  weary  six  weeks'  journey  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  A  member  of  the  migrating 
family  was  the  youth,  Levi  Alford,  who  not 
only  manfully  assisted  his  father  in  forcing  a 
way  through  the  dense  forests  and  in  fording 
strange  rivers  and  streams,  but  when  Wind- 
ham township  was  reached  commenced 
promptly  to  play  the  rugged  part  of  a  western 
pioneer.  Elijah  Alford  purchased  a  tract  of 
wild  land  from  the  Connecticut  Company,  and 
established  himself  as  one  of  the  first  three 
householders  in  the  township.  A  small  log 
house  was  built  on  the  bank  of  a  creek  and, 
having  cleared  a  small  tract  near  by,  the  house- 
holder harrowed  the  ground,  made  a  sowing 
of  wheat  and  went  on  record  as  the  first  culti- 
vator of  the  soil  in  Windham  township.  At 
this  time,  although  the  Indians  had  practi- 
cally disappeared,  deer,  bears  and  other  wild 
animals  still  held  the  forests,  being  considered 
in  the  double  light  of  pests  and  convenient 
sources  of  meat  supply.  After  coming  here, 
Elijah  Alford  was  a  deacon  of  the  church 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

In  the  migration  of  181 1  from  Becket,  Mass- 
achusetts, was  also  the  Conant  family,  embrac- 
ing Thatcher  and  Elizabeth  (Manley)  Conant 
and   their   daughter   Edna   E.     They   settled 


about  a  mile  east  of  the  Alford  farm  and  the 
girl  was  naturally  thrown  into  the  company 
of  Levi  Alford.  Miss  Conant  finally  became 
a  teacher  in  Warren,  and  upon  one  occasion, 
while  coming  home  on  horseback  with  a  bas- 
ket filled  with  china  dishes,  she  came  face 
to  face  with  a  bear,  who  was  just  emerging 
from  some  thick  woods.  Fortunately  the  ter- 
ror and  rearing  of  the  horse  threw  Bruin  into 
such  a  panic  that  he  rapidly  crossed  the  road 
in  front  of  the  shaking  school  teacher  and  dis- 
appeared in  the  forest.  Before  her  marriage 
to  Levi  Alford  she  taught  several  terms  of 
school.  Eight  children  were  born  of  their  union, 
of  whom  Elijah,  the  sole  survivor,  resides  on 
a  part  of  his  father's  farm. 

Darius  M.  Alford  was  bom  on  the  old  home- 
stead August  3,  1832,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  school  nearest  his  home, 
also  attending  the  Windham  Academy  for  a 
short  time  in  his  youth.  Being  the  youngest 
son,  he  remained  at  home  assisting  in  the  farm 
work  and  caring  tenderly  for  his  parents  as 
long  as  they  lived,  inheriting  at  their  decease 
115  acres  of  the  family  homestead.  In  1864  he 
enlisted  for  the  one  hundred  days'  service,  and 
during  his  lifetime  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  politics 
he  was  always  a  Republican. 

On  December  13,  1855,  ^^r.  Alford  married 
Miss  Cathaline  Brewster,  born  in  Schoharie 
county.  New  York,  April  22,  1835,  daughter 
of  Ezra  and  Elizabeth  (Matice)  Brewster, 
both  natives  of  the  Empire  state.  Her  father, 
who  was  born  May  6,  1807,  settled  in  Inde- 
pendence, Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  in  1836, 
and  died  in  that  place  in  July,  1876.  Ezra 
Brewster  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace ;  held  other  offices ;  and  was  a 
man  of  unimpeachable  integrity,  absolute 
truthfulness  and  strong  moral  influence.  Mrs. 
Alford's  grandfather,  Silas  Brewster,  married 
Silence  Gallop,  while  her  maternal  grandfather, 
William  Matice,  wedded  Catherine  Rhinehart, 
who  was  of  German  ancestry.  It  may  be 
added  that  Mrs.  A4ford  is  a  direct  descendant, 
in  the  ninth  generation,  of  Elder  William 
Brewster,  who  was  a  passenger  o?  the  "May- 
flower'* in  1620;  the  line  of  descent  is  traced 
through  Elder  William,  Love,  Wrestling,  Jon- 
athan, Peleg,  Jedediah,  Silas,  Ezra  and  Cath- 
aline. 

The  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darius 
M.  Alford  is  a  son,  William  V.,  at  Windham, 
Ohio,  on  October  7,  1858.  A  noted  civil  engi- 
neer, he  has  made  many  important  surveys  in 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1435 


Central  and  South  America,  including  those 
connected  with  the  Nicaraguan  canal  route, 
and  upon  one  of  his  expeditions  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien  stood  upon  the  very  spot 
where  Balboa  first  caught  sight  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  In  his  arduous  professional  work  he 
has  endured  many  hardships  and  had  many 
narrow  escapes.  At  present  (autumn  of  1909) 
he  is  engaged  on  a  railroad  survey  in  Peru. 
William  V.  Alford  married  Miss  Libbie 
Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Dixonburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  have  become  the  parents  of 
the  following:  Carrie  Cathaline,  now  the  wife 
of  Rev.  J.  C.  Acher,  a  missionary  stationed  at 
Jubbulpore,  India;  Marguerite  B.,  who  is  liv- 
ing with  her  mother,  and  W.  Brewster  Alford, 
a  student  at  Hiram  College,  Ohio. 

John  Albert  Flagg,  son  of  James  and  Car- 
oline (Cox)  Flagg,  was  born  July  14,  1858,  in 
North  Bloomfield,  Ohio.  James  Flagg  was 
born  in  Devonshire,  England,  and  although  he 
lived  many  years  in  the  United  States,  never 
became  naturalized.  After  spending  six  years 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  he  settled  in  North 
Bloomfield  township,  Trumbull  county,  and 
there  carried  on  dairy  farming.  He  married, 
in  1859,  Caroline  Cox,  of  Glastonbury,  Eng- 
land, born  in  1827,  and  their  children  were: 
Caroline,  John  A.,  Jane  E.,  Edward,  Ellen 
E.,  Mary  and  James.  James  Flagg  lived  in 
North  Bloomfield,  where  he  died,  and  his  wife 
still  resides  there. 

John  A.  Flagg  went  into  partnership  with 
Fred  Beckwith,  about  eight  years  after  his 
marriage,  in  a  saw  mill,  and  was  interested  in 
this  enterprise  fourteen  years.  He  then  went 
into  mercantile  business,  in  Windsor,  in  com- 
pany with  George  Rawdon,  and  remained  there 
five  years.  In  1908  he  went  into  partnership 
with  Herbert  Hannum,  which  partnership  still 
continues,  in  Windsor.  He  is  an  expert  but- 
termaker,  and  before  going  into  partnership 
with  Mr.  Beckwith  had  spent  ten  years  as 
manager  of  the  Windsor  Cheese  and  Butter 
Factory.  He  and  his  partner  now  do  a  thriv- 
ing business,  and  both  are  men  of  unquestioned 
probity  and  integrity,  having  many  years  of 
business  experience.  Mr.  Flagg  is  a  Repub- 
lican, and  has  been  township  treasurer  for  the 
past  ten  years.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Grange,  and  he  has  taken  every  degree  of 
Odd  Fellowship. 

Mr.  Flagg  married,  March  14,  1883,  Mary 
Strang,  of  Windsor,  born  September  16,  1858, 
daughter  of  George  and  Luna  (Eaton)  Strang. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flagg  had  two  children,  Mabel, 
born  March,  1884,  died  at  the  end  of  nine 
months,  and  one  child  who  died  before  being 
named. 

Daniel  A.  Cook,  an  active  member  of  the 
Lorain  county  bar,  with  an  office  in  the  City 
Bank  building,  Lorain,  has  made  an  enviable 
record  for  professional  ability  and  skill  for 
so  young  a  man,  having  already  a  well-estab- 
lished and  remunerative  practice.  He  was 
born,  May  3,  1833,  i"  Galion,  Crawford  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  his  parents,  Lewis  and  Dora  I. 
(Wrenn)  Cook,  are  still  living,  his  father 
being  prosperously  engaged  in  carpentering 
and  contracting.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Henry  Cook,  was  born  and  reared  in  Germany, 
and  on  emigrating  to  the  United  States,  lived 
in  Pennsylvania  until  his  marriage,  when  he 
located  in  Ohio,  where  his  children  were  born 
and  bred. 

A  conscientious,  diligent  and  persistent  stu- 
dent from  boyhood,  Daniel  A.  Cook  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Galion  high  school  with  the 
class  of  1900,  and  in  the  following  winter 
taught  school  near  his  home  town.  Entering 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan in  the  fall  of  1901,  he  was  there  gradu- 
ated with  the  class  of  1904,  and  on  June  24, 
1904,  was  admitted  to  the  Ohio  bar.  In  the 
following  February  Mr.  Cook  opened  a  law 
office  in  Lorain,  where  he  has  since  been  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession,  having  built  up  a  fine  clientage. 
He  is  especially  noted  for  his  ability  as  a  cor- 
poration lawyer,  and  is  one  of  the  attorneys 
for  the  Sheffield  Land  and  Improvement  Com- 
pany, for  the  Johnson  Company  and  for  the 
Brown-Cochran  Company,  of  Lorain.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Board  of  Commerce  and  to  the 
Lorain  County  Bar  Association. 

Mr.  Cook  married  Miss  Grace  B.  Kates,  of 
Galion,  Ohio,  and  their  pleasant  home  is  a  cen- 
ter of  social  activity. 

Wallace  Hugh  Cathcart. — One  of  the 
leading  booksellers  and  stationers  of  Cleveland, 
a  member  of  the  firm  of  Burrows  Brothers 
Company,  Wallace  H.  Cathcart  is  also  presi- 
dent of  the  Western  Reserve  Historical  So- 
ciety and  welcomed  as  a  worthy  associate 
by  the  leading  students  of  bibliography  in  the 
West.  .  He  is  one  of  those  most  fortunate  of 
individuals,  whose  business  and  practical  ac- 
tivities run  parallel  with  his  education  and  in- 
tellectual tastes. 

Born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  April  2,  1865,  ^Ir. 
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Calhcart  receiveil  a  thorough  mental  training, 
^  graduating  from  Dcnison  University  in  1890. 
^  In  i8i)7  he  entered  the  hookselUng  and  sta- 
tionery finn  of  Burrows  Brothers,  and  became 
its  secretary.  Ever  since  his  college  days  he 
has  l>een  a  deep  student  of  histor>*  and  bibli- 
i^raphy,  as  well  as  a  wide  explorer  in  the 
field  of  general  literature,  his  bibliography  of 
Nathaniel  Hawthonie,  published  in  1905,  be- 
ing one  of  tlie  noteworthy  manifestations  of 
his  sclK^larly  traits  in  both  these  provinces. 
Besides  lH>lding  the  positions  of  secretary  for 
SiMiie  twelve  years  and  later  that  of  president 
of  the  Western  Reser\e  Historical  Society,  he 
IS  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Deni- 
son  I'niversity,  of  the  American  Historical 
Association,  American  Library*  Association 
and  of  the  Bibliographical  and  Ex-Libris  so- 
cieties of  I^>ndiMi,  England.  His  wife,  whom 
he  married  August  8,  1803,  ^^^i^  formerly  Miss 
Florence  L.  Holmes,  of  Cleveland,  and  his 
home  is  at  2190  East  Eighty-fifth  street, 

William  A.  Pitxele.  M.  D. — Conspicuous 
aonong  the  active,  skilful  and  successful  physi- 
cians and  surcjeons  of  Lorain  county  is  Dr. 
William  A.  Pitiele,  a  man  of  keen  inbrlligcnce 
ami  superii>r  mental  attainments,  who  is  mcet- 
i^^r  with  signal  success  as  a  practitioner  in  the 
city  of  Lorain,  where  he  has  resided  since 
io»3.  He  was  bom,  June  14,  1S77,  in  Awa. 
Austria,  and  in  i^i,  a  child  of  four  years, 
came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents, 
w  Iv^  Vvatevi  in  Chicago,  Illinois. 

Brought  up  in  Chicago,  William  A.  Pitzele 
rev^ix^  his  elerr.entary  education  in  the 
piihlic  and  paTvvhial  schools,  in  1806  being 
graduatevl  fivvr.  the  Chicago  high  school.  He 
suhsex^iiently  attended  the  Chicago  Academy, 
after  which  he  spent  two  year?  at  the  Uni- 
x-ersitx-  of  Michigan.  Retnniing  to  Chicagv>, 
he  cvMitinued  his  stodies  at  Riss^  Medical  Col- 
le$:e  for  another  two  years,  and  in  1003  w-as 
gntdoatevl  mxr.  the  Oiicag^*?*  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Siin?ec>iis^  receiving  the  de^rree  of 
M  D.  Wishrm:  to  tcnher  perfect  himsself  in 
his  chosstti  profession,  T>r.  Ktzele  went  abroad, 
and  in  Vieirma  tcv^  a  s^>ec£a!  course  in  oisce:- 
rics.  In  Tnhr,  loov  I^-  Pitie3e  be^ran  the 
practw  of  his  p«n>fes5ian  a:  Soirth  Lorain,  and 
in  his  laKx^  has  achiexrd  markeNi  sdcccsn. 

doctor  is  active  and  indxietitial  in  Tne\3- 


ical  c:rctes.  He  is  a  mcmher  auc  TTce^nnesi- 
dent  of  the  star  of  Saint  Tossepii's  Hospital: 
is  vioe-pTTKaden:  of  the  Lccain  Cocntr  Med- 
ical Societv,  jcnc  a  memhcr  of  the  Cftno  State 


Medical  Society  and  of  the  American  Medical 
Society.  Fratemallv  the  doctor  is  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows; 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks;  of  the  Foresters;  of  the  Knights  of 
P\*thias,  and  of  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees. He  also  belongs  to  the  Business 
Men's  Club,  of  Lorain. 

Dr.  Pitzele  married  Fanny  Linx,  who  was 
bom  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Malvina  Ray  and 
Xelson. 

Charles  Tuttle.  a  substantial  farmer  and 
wx)rthy  citizen  of  Saybrook  township,  Ashta- 
bula county,  is  of  that  good  old  Connecticut 
stock  which  makes  thrift>-  farmers  and  useful 
men  and  women,  and  whose  representatives 
were  alwavs  welcomed  bv  anv  communitv 
struggling  into  life  between  Lake  Erie  and  the 
Ohio  river.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Celina 
(Bishop)  Tuttle.  his  father  being  bom  in  the 
Green  Nfountain  state  in  1707 :  until  the  death 
of  the  elder  Mr.  Tuttle  in  1876.  Charles  Tuttle, 
of  this  sketch,  subscribed  himself  Tr.  The  lat- 
ter  was  the  third  child,  the  other  members  of 
the  family  being  Harriet,  Almina,  Louisa,  Lo- 
rinda«  Levi,  William,  Nathan  and  Celina. 

^^r.  Tuttle  was  bom  on  his  present   farm 
April  8,   i8^\3.  his  parents  being  married  in 
Ashtabula  county.     He  was  in  delicate  health 
until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  and  worked 
on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was  twentv-one. 
He  then  w~as  >-ariou>ly  employed  until  he  took 
charge  of  the  hc>me  place,  working  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Southern  Ohio  for  a  year  and  labor- 
ing for  sorrie  tinx^  in  :he  Wisconsin  pineries. 
The  bumincT  of  his  father's  bam  and  the  oc- 
currence  of  other  circiir.istances  which  brot^^ 
the  family  finanoos  tv^  rather  k^w  ebb  made  ft 
necessan   for  the  Vv>::nc  nian  to  return  hone 
and  take  acrlxx  r.'ianAgeT'rien:  of  the  farm. 

As  n^nagt'T  and  proprietor  of  the  home 
fan:-!,  Mr.  Ti:tt;e  has  >i?cct^«<> fully  conducted 
\"arivxi>  enterortscs  r.ivr.  ::.  He  has  raised 
nnrhar.-:  cattle  w  i:h  rcv>fi:  ar^o  at  one  time  deah 
qi:itc  cxtens:\T!y  :r.  hv^^rscs.  raising  scwne  fine 
STVcimens  o:  the  P.A-rV.ctv^r.ian  breed.  For 
aKxn  foitr  N^ears  he  vkw^red  himself  to  the 
raising  of  sheep,  anv*.  rouhr},  especially  the 
Brown  I.^^hv^TT*.  vAr?e:>.  tvc^pied  him  for  a 
t::':>o.  He  als<^  opcrarer.  cuite  an  extensive 
dair>,  one  sur.-.r.-yor^  .xirp;::  of  cheese  being 
x-alne^:  at  Si^^^vW  >  the  rr.iv^.s:  of  all  these 
acti\"itioSs  xxhich  oalV.^.  tv^r  rhoroi^  farming' 
and  business  rj^Tiacer.>cr:.  he  was  also  influ- 
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ential  in  township  and  church  affairs.  He  was 
long  an  active  member  and  a  director  of  the 
Saybrook  Methodist  church,  in  which  his  wife 
was  president  of  the  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and 
otherwise  a  leader.  !Mr.  Tuitle  is  an  old  Repub- 
lican ;  has  ser\ed  as  road  supervisor  for  sev- 
eral years  and  was  formerly  identified  with  the 
Masonic  order. 

The  year  1908  was  the  s^olden  anniversary 
of  his  marriage  to  Miss  LVsula  Conner,  to 
whom  he  was  wedded  December  30,  1858. 
Mrs.  Tuttle  is  a  daughter  of  Wanl  and  Lura 
Conner  and  the  mother  of  Eddie.  Ida.  Dora, 
Addie.  Earl.  Herbert.  Susie  and  Charles. 

Herman  A.  Reed. — A  substantial  and  well- 
to-do  agriculturist,  endowed  by  nature  with 
a  good  stock  of  push  and  energy,  Herman  A. 
Reed  is  a  fine  representative  of  those  native- 
born  sons  of  Perry  township  that  have  met 
with  success  in  their  undertakings,  and  is  emi- 
nently deser\'ing  of  the  esteem  and  confidence 
of  his  neighbors  and  friends.     He  was  born, 
August  15.  1858,  on  the  old  Reed  homestead, 
bring  the  oldest  child  in  a  family  of  three  sons 
bom   to  William   \V.   and  Alvina    T Proctors 
Reed,  of  whom  a  brief  sketch  mav  be  foimd  on 
another  page  of  this  volume. 

Herman  A.  Reed  lived  at  home  until  after 
the  death  of  his  father,  when  he  was  about 
twenty  years  of  age.  (Jn  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  entered  into  partnership  with  his  two 
brothers.  Walter  and  Charles,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  had  charge  of  fifty  acres  of  land  r»n 
the  South  Ridge  road.  Since  that  time  Mr. 
Reed  has  been  engaged  in  farming  nn  his  own 
account,  having  acquired  title  to  the  fifty  acres 
of  the  old  home  farm,  and  in  addition  having 
bought  an  adjoining  tract  of  fifty-three  acres. 
He  has  met  with  much  success  in  his  opera- 
tions, adding  excellent  improvements  to  hi- 
property  by  the  erection  of  good  buildings  and 
the  putting  in  of  considerable  tile,  rendering 
hi.s  estate  valuable  and  hicrhlv  attractive.  Mr. 
Reed  is  a  general  farmer,  and  v*r  eighteen 
years  has  kept  a  dairy  r»f  about  twenty  o-ws. 
He  has  a  fine  location  on  the  South  Ridjje 
road,  four  miles  east  of  Painesville.  and  is  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  his  community. 

In  1880  Mr.  Reed  married  Addie  Keener. 
a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Charlotte  ^  Ernst  • 
Keener,  and  into  their  household  two  childrfrn 
have  been  bom,  namely:  Ethel,  m-w  eighteen 
years  of  age  and  in  school  at  Delaware,  an*^! 
Clifford,  a  bov  of  twelve  vears.  Political!.-. 
Mr.  Reed  supports  the  principles  ■  f  the  Re- 


publican party  by  voice  and  vote.  Fraternally, 
he  belongs  to  Perry  Ix^dge.  Xo.  792,  I.  O.  O. 
F.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reed  are  con- 
scientious members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

Elgie  SiiiLLiDAV,  for  many  years  a  teacher 
of  r*ortage  county,  was  born  July  5,  1872,  and 
is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Jane  ( Crory)  Shilli- 
day.  lx)th  natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1848.  Mr.  ShiUiday  received 
his  education  at  Eflinburg  high  school  and  at 
Mount  I'nion.  and  taught  school  five  years, 
one  vear  at  At  water  and  four  vears  at  Charles- 
town,  before  deci fling  to  take  a  course  at  the 
Northeastern  Xormal  Schor>l  at  Canfield,  after 
which  he  returned  to  the  occupation  of  teacher, 
which  he  has  since  followed  with  good  success. 
He  taught  one  year  at  Edinburg,  two  years  at 
Atwater,  and  one  year  in  his  home  district, 
since  which  time  he  has  taught  in  the  gram- 
mar department  of  the  Edinburg  high  school, 
and  will  continue  there  another  year.  He  also 
teacnes  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental, 
making  a  specialty  of  harmony.  Mr.  ShiUi- 
day's  second  year  of  teaching  at  Atwater  was 
interrupted  by  the  sickness  of  a  brother,  whom 
he  nursed.  At  another  time  his  teaching  was 
likewise  interrupted  to  attend  his  mother,  who 
was  very  ill.  During  the  summer  of  1908  he 
attended  the  Oberlin  Con>ervatory. 

Mr.  ShiUiday  married,  August  12.  1908, 
Mirlvina  Jente<.  and  they  first  kept  house  in 
the  oM  historic  building  known  as  the  Hugh 
]'-ld ridge  house,  and  later  removed  to  the 
Methodist  Epi-dpal  parsonage,  which  is  still 
their  home.  They  are  both  well  liked  and  es- 
teemed bv  all  who  know  them,  anrl  are  inter- 
c-tecl  in  all  public  movements. 

('iKOKi.K  Clark  Hopkins,  the  intelligent  and 
pr<»-fx:rou>  farmer,  of  Xelson  township.  Por- 
tage county,  is  of  that  -talwart  and  enterpris- 
ing (Connecticut  -too:  which  virtually  laid  the 
enduring  f'-iundati-in  ''•i  the  high  civilization 
anrl  continuous  ])rogres-  f»i  the  Western  Re- 
serve. He  i-  a  ^>n  rn  Lurr.an  Clark  and  Eliza 
<  Stil-oTi  ,  H'/i/Kin-,  by  hi-  fat'r.er'-  second  mar- 
riage. Luman  C.  Hopkins  was  born  at  Corn- 
wall. Connecticv.t.  on  May  H,  1820.  and  nr-t 
:!:arrie'i  Je:ir:e:t':  Sacrret:.  wh'}  v.a-  Ixjrn  Au- 
irii^t  22.  1S25.  ar.'!  'lied  ]\:ly  6.  1847.  without 
i--*.:e.  The  -e:  ■"■:  wife  Eliza  S  til  son*,  to 
v.h  m  he  wa-  ir.arrie-!  in  P- -rtage  county  April 
25.  i>^4>^.  '.va-  ''  TV:  'in  J:::ie  r'«.  1828.  and  be- 
ca"-. e   the   :r.-  : :: e r  •  - f   - i x   c h i ' -z ren .   o f   whom 
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George  C.  was  the  second.  The  father  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve 
when  he  was  about  four  years  of  age,  the  fam- 
ily settling  in  Nelson  township  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  place  which  is  owned  and  occupied  by 
George  C.  The  grandfather,  Luman  Hopkins, 
was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1 79 1 ;  he  married  Anna  Clark  (born 
May  25,  1793)  on  September  i,  1813,  and  in 
1824  they  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
settled  in  Nelson  township.  The  father  of 
George  C.  Hopkins  died  June  25,  1904,  and 
the  mother,  November  14,  1908;  the  grand- 
father passed  away  February  12,  1876,  and  the 
grandmother  May  5,  1850— the  bodies  of 
parents  and  grandparents  all  reposing  in  the 
Harrington  cemetery. 

George  C.  Hopkins  was  born  September  18, 
1855,  on  the  old  homestead  opposite  his  pres- 
ent residence  and  farm.  He  attended  the  dis- 
trict and  high  schools  in  Nelson  and  also  had 
the  advantage  of  a  two  years'  course  at  Mount 
Union  College.  With  the  completion  of  his 
college  days,  he  returned  home  to  assume 
agriculture  as  the  occupation  of  his  life.  After 
spending  some  time  on  the  family  homestead 
he  went  to  Kansas,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  teaching  for  two  years,  but  with 
the  exception  of  that  short  period  and  four 
years  that  he  lived  in  West  Farmington  Mr. 
Hopkins  has  been  a  constant  resident  of  his 
native  township  and  always  true  to  its  inter- 
ests. It  was  in  1 88 1  that  he  moved  to  West 
Farmington,  Ohio,  and  there  his  son,  Earl,  was 
born.  On  April  5,  1880,  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
married  in  Chardon,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Jennie 
Eliza  Bancroft,  daughter  of  Warren  and  Eliza 
Jane  (Atwater)  Bancroft,  and  they  have  two 
sons,  Lloyd  Clark  Hopkins,  born  in  Nelson 
Center  January  25,  1881,  and  Earl  Osborn 
Hopkins,  who  was  born  in  West  Farmington, 
Ohio,  July  24,  1883.  Mrs.  George  C.  Hop- 
kins was  born  in  Nelson  township  April  5, 
i860,  and  lived  there  until  she  was  nine  years 
of  age,  when  she  moved  to  Chardon,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  residing  there  with  her  aunt 
(Mrs.  E.  N.  Osborn)  until  her  marriage.  Her 
father,  Warren  Mills  Bancroft,  was  born  north 
of  Nelson  Center,  on  November  i,  1819,  ^"^ 
his  wife  (nee  Eliza  Jane  Atwater)  was  a 
native  of  Freedom,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born 
March  19,  1822,  to  Leverett  and  Abigail 
(Hawley)  Atwater.  Leverett  Atwater  was 
born  April  2,  1780,  and  died  in  1854,  while  his 
wife  was  born  December  24,  1794,  and  died  in 


1835.     They  were  married  in  Massachusetts 
and  both  are  buried  in  Windham  cemetery. 

The  marriage  of  Warren  M.  Bancroft  and 
Eliza  Jane  Atwater  occurred  April  15,  1841, 
and  nine  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Hopkins  was  the  youngest.  Her  father 
died  in  1879  ^"^  ^^^  mother  in  1869,  both 
being  buried  in  the  Harrington  cemetery,  Nel- 
son. David  Bancroft,  her  paternal  grand- 
father, was  born  at  Granville,  Massachusetts, 
October  19,  1796,  and  on  April  24,  1815,  was 
united  in  marriage  at  Nelson  Center  with 
Marilla  Mills,  daughter  of  Asel  and  Cynthia 
(Wright)  Mills.  The  Bancroft  family  was 
originally  English  and  when  the  Massachusetts 
members  started  for  the  Western  Reserve  on 
September  26,  1809,  Mrs.  Hopkins'  grand- 
father (to  be)  had  not  yet  reached  his  thir- 
teenth birthday.  He  celebrated  it,  however, 
during  the  toilsome  journey  to  the  northwest- 
ern country,  as  the  party  did  not  arrive  at 
Nelson  until  the  loth  of  the  following  No- 
vember. 

Lloyd  Clark  Hopkins  attended  the  Nelson 
district  school  and  Nelson  high  school  two 
years.  In  the  fall  of  1896  he  entered  Garretts- 
ville  high  school  in  the  junior  year  and  gradu- 
ated from  there  June  2,  1898.  He  taught  in 
the  Nelson  schools  for  two  years  and  then 
entered  the  state  university  at  Columbus.  Ohio, 
in  1900,  remaining  two  years.  For  lack  of 
money  to  finish  his  course  he  quit  school  for 
one  year,  working  at  whatever  he  could  get 
to  do.  In  January,  1903,  he  hired  out  to  the 
Brown  Hoist  Company,  of  Cleveland,  as  layer 
out  and  remained  there  until  school  commenced 
in  the  fall,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio 
State  University  and  graduated  June  21,  1905, 
taking  the  M.  E.  degree.  Mr.  Hopkins  was 
assistant  to  Professor  Magruder  in  the  M.  E. 
department  during  the  next  school  year.  In 
May,  1906,  he  went  to  the  Smith  Gas  Producer 
Company,  Lexington,  Ohio.  June  2,  1906,  he 
married  Laura  Bell  Faust,  daughter  of  Lewis 
William  Faust.  She  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington township,  Richland  county,  and  they 
were  married  at  Mansfield,  Ohio.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1906,  Mr.  Hopkins  went  to  St.  Louis  in 
the  Fuel  Testing  department,  U.  S.  Geological 
Survey,  when  they  removed  the  plant  to  Nor- 
folk, Virginia,  for  the  exposition  there.  He 
went  to  Virginia  with  them,  staying  at* Nor- 
folk until  September,  when  he  resigned  his 
position  and  returned  to  the  Smith  Gas  Pro- 
ducer Company,  where  he  is  at  present  em- 
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ployed  as  draftsman.  He  resides  at  Lexington, 
where  his  son  Lloyd  Clark  Hopkins,  Jr.,  was 
bom  September  11,  1908. 

Earl  Osborn  Hopkins  returned  to  Nelson 
with  his  parents  and  went  to  Nelson  district 
school  and  one  year  to  Nelson  high  school. 
He  entered  Garrettsville  high  school  in  1898 
and  graduated  in  1901.  He  taught  school  one 
year  in  Rootstown,  Portage  county.  Then 
he  went  to  Cleveland  to  work.  After  working 
at  Nottingham  a  few  months  for  the  Lake 
Shore  Railroad  Company,  he  hired  out  to  the 
Brown  Hoist  Company  and  continued  to  work 
for  them  until  the  fall  of  1904,  when  he 
entered  the  Ohio  State  University,  graduating 
in  June,  1908,  with  C.  E.  degree.  After  grad- 
uating he  remained  in  Columbus,  employed  by 
the  county  surveyor  for  one  year.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  employed  in  Cleveland.  The  sum- 
mer vacation  of  1906  he  spent  in  Springfield, 
Ohio,  with  the  county  surveyor  of  Springfield. 

Clark  Lewis  Bryant,  Sr. — Ranking  high 
among  the  more  progressive  and  prosperous 
agriculturists  of  Portage  county  is  Clark  Lewis 
Bryant,  of  Windham  township,  who  has  a  well 
cultivated  and  finely  improved  estate,  which, 
with  its  substantial  buildings,  presents  to  the 
observing  eye  an  air  of  neatness  and  prosperity 
that  is  especially  attractive.  A  son  of  Almond 
Bryant,  he  was  born,  August  11,  1844,  in 
Lorain  county,  of  English  ancestry. 

His  grandfather,  Jonathan  Bryant,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Vermont,  from  his  sturdy  New 
England  ancestors  inheriting  the  vim,  energy 
and  enterprise  characteristic  of  our  forefathers, 
many  of  whom  hesitated  not  to  dare  the  dan- 
gers and  perils  of  life  on  the  extreme  western 
frontier  in  their  desire  to  establish  comfortable 
homes  for  their  families.  Beginning  life  for 
himself  when  very  young,  with  no  capital  save 
a  stout  heart  and  willing  hands,  he  walked 
from  Vermont  to  Ohio  early  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  locating  in  Erie  county,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  of  a  stone  mason.  Subse- 
quently marrying  Fanny  Doolittle,  he  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  that  county  until  his 
death,  in  1863. 

Almond  Bryant  was  born,  in  18 15,  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  there  brought  up  and 
educated.  After  his  marriage  he  kept  a  hotel 
in  Vermilion  for  a  long  time.  Going  then  to 
Brownhelm,  Lorain  county,  he  bought  a  tract 
of  timbered  land,. and  immediately  began  the 
pioneer  labor  of  improving  a  farm  from  the 
forest,  at  the  same  time  working  as  he  found 


opportunity  at  the  carpenter  and  joiners'  trade. 
About  1855  h^  traded  that  property  for  a  farm 
in  Henrietta,  Lorain  county  and  was  there 
actively  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  the  re- 
mainder of  his  active  life,  dying  there  in  1904. 
He  married,  in  Vermilion,  Ohio,  in  1838,  Ma- 
tilda Higgins,  who  was  born  in  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  and  died  on  the  home  farm,  in  Henri- 
etta, in  1886.  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
as  follows:  Ira,  of  Lorain  county;  Clark 
Lewis,  of  this  sketch;  Charles,  who  died  in 
New  Mexico  in  1895;  Orilla,  wife  of  John 
Patchet,  of  Vermilion,  Ohio;  Elbert,  of  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  and  Stowell,  of  Russell, 
Lorain  county. 

Beginning  to  earn  wages  when  a  lad  of  thir- 
teen years,  Clark  Lewis  Bryiant,  Sr.,  worked 
hard  during  the  summer  seasons,  but  attended 
the  winter  terms  of  school  in  Oberlin.  Going 
to  California  in  the  fall  of  1861,  he  worked  in 
a  hotel  in  Calaveras  county  for  eighteen 
months.  In  April,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany L,  First  California  Cavalry,  which  was 
sent  to  the  Arizona  frontier  to  carry  and  escort 
the  United  States  mail.  There  Mr.  Bryant 
remained  until  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge from  the  service,  being  mustered  out 
May  10,  1866,  in  San  Francisco.  Returning 
then  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  he  spent  the  fol- 
lowing winter  in  the  pine  woods  of  Michigan, 
being  employed  in  lumbering.  After  his  mar- 
riage, he  lived  for  seven  years  with  his  wife's 
parents.  Buying,  then,  his  present  property 
in  Windham  township,  Mr.  Bryant  has  made 
wonderful  improvements,  having  placed  almost 
the  entire  tract  of  land  under  cultivation,  and 
erected  modernly  equipped  buildings  in  place 
of  the  original  ones,  which  he  tore  down,  his 
estate,  with  its  appointments,  being  one  of 
the  best  in  the  neighborhood,  a  credit  to  his 
energy  and  sagacity.  Here  he  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising  with  fine 
results,  from  his  well-tilled  fields  reaping 
abundant  harvests. 

Mr.  Bryant  married,  July  2,  1867,  in  Wind- 
ham township,  Clarissa  Lyman,  who  was  born 
in  this  township,  which  was  likewise  the  birth- 
place of  her  father,  Jesse  Lyman.  Her  paternal 
grandfather,  Jeremiah  Lyman,  was  one  of  the 
three  original  owners  of  Windham  township, 
the  three  friends  coming  here  from  Massa- 
chusetts in  181 1,  and  purchasing  the  entire 
tract  of  land  from  (lovernor  Strong,  of  Con- 
necticut, head  of  the  Connecticut  Land  Com- 
pany, his  land  lying  in  the  northwest  quarter 
of  the  township.     Jeremiah  Lyman  was  born 
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in  Connecticut,  and  reared  in  Massachusetts, 
where  he  married  Huldah  Fuller,  who  died  on 
the  way  to  Ohio,  leaving  him  with  four  chil- 
dren to  care  for.  Later  he  married  Hannah 
Sperry,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  Jesse  Lyman 
was  bom  on  the  parental  homestead  in  Wind- 
ham township,  and  married  Dorcas  Finch,  who 
was  bom  in  Otis,  Massachusetts,  a  daughter 
of  Joshua  and  Clarissa  (Clark)  Finch.  Mr. 
and  ^Irs.  Bryant  had  the  following  children, 
namely :  Stowell  L.,  living  at  home,  is  a  min- 
ister in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  be- 
longing to  the  Rock  River  Conference ;  Vemie 
died  March  8,  1885,  aged  thirteen  years ;  Belle, 
bom  in  1879,  died  March  7,  1885 ;  Ruth,  bom 
in  1886,  died  August  9,  1888;  and  Clark  Lewis, 
living  at  home.  A  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  Mr.  Bryant  has  been  one 
of  its  tmstees  since  1874.  He  is  a  straight- 
forward Republican  in  politics  and  rendered 
good  ser\-ice  for  a  year  as  township  trustee. 

Le\-i  J.  Masox. — A  lifek)ng  resident  of  Lake 
county,  Le>4  J.  Mason,  of  Painesville,  has  ever 
pursued  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  as  an  honest, 
law-abiding  citizen,  and  is  held  in  high  respect 
throughout  the  community.  He  was  bom  May 
18,  1837,  in  Perry,  Lake  county,  a  son  of 
Lewis  A.  Mason. 

Coming  from  French  ancestr}-,  Lewis  A. 
Mason  was  bom  in  Montreal,  Canada,  Decem- 
ber 10,  1810.  He  subsequently  sought  em- 
plo\-ment  across  the  border,  in  Xew  England, 
for  a  number  of  years  working  in  \'ermont. 
While  there,  on  Tulv  18,  i8u,  he  married  Lucv 
Ann  Routwell,  who  was  bom,  of  English 
parentage,  in  Barre,  \>miont,  January  22, 
1813.  In  May,  1832,  he  started  with  his  voung 
wife  for  the  western  frontier,  driving  across 
the  country  with  a  team  of  horsey,  following 
crude  roads,  oftentimes  nothing  more  than  bear 
or  deer  paths,  or  trails  marked  by  blazed  trees, 
Arrixnng  at  Perr>\  I^ke  county,  Ohio,  on 
Tune  20,  i8v«  he  located  on  what  was  called 
the  South  Ridge  road,  or  the  stage  route,  and 
there  li\*ed  a  number  of  years.  During  the 
Mejcican  war,  he  enlisted  as  a  soldier,  went  to 
the  front,  and  was  without  doubt  killed  in 
battle,  as  he  never  returned  to  his  family.  His 
wife  sur\nved  him  many  long,  wear>*  \-ears, 
d\4ng  at  the  adA-anced  age  oi  ninety- four  years 
two  months  and  nineteen  davs, 

WTiile  living  in  Perr>\  four  children  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  A.  Mason,  one 
daughter  and  three  sons,  namely:  Lewis  A: 
Mary  Jane,  who  died  Xo^-ember,  1905,  was  the 


wife  of  John  Caley  and  they  had  one  child, 
Lucy  J.  Caley ;  Frank  Mason  and  Levi  J.  All 
were  born  in  Perry,  Lake  count}-.  Frank  mar- 
ried Marion  Hulett,  of  Painesville.  Levi  J. 
Mason  first  learned  the  machinist  trade,  then 
became  chief  engineer  on  a  boat  on  the  lakes 
and  was  chief  engineer  for  twent>'-three  years. 
He  returned  home,  since  which  time  he  has 
lived  a  retired  life.  While  he  was  chief  engi- 
neer he  received  a  good  salar}'  and  saved  it. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of 
Painesville  township  for  twent}'  years  and  has 
been  president  of  the  board  for  sixteen  years, 
being  still  president  of  the  board  at  this  writ- 
ing, 1 910.  The  school  system  has  been  much 
improved  since  he  became  a  member  of  the 
board.  In  politics  he  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  the  Republican  party. 

William  Seher. — Possessing  much  execu- 
tive and  financial  ability  and  judgment,  Will- 
iam Seher  is  actively  and  prominently  identi- 
fied with  many  of  the  more  important  business 
organizations  of  Lorain,  and  as  manager  of 
the  Lorain  Brewing  Company  has  built  up  an 
extensive  manufacturing  industr>\  A  son  of 
Frederick  W.  and  Marie  Caroline  (Brechen) 
Seher,  he  was  bom,  Januar>-  24,  i8ft5.  in  what 
is  known  as  the  "Dutch  Settlement,"  three  or 
four  miles  south  of  Sandusky.  His  parents 
were  both  bom  in  Germanv,  but  were  married 
in  this  country.  Thev  first  lived  in  Oxford 
township,  Erie  count}-,  after  coming  to  Ohio, 
but  later  moved  to  the  German  settlement,  and 
are  now  residents  of  the  citv  of  Sanduslcv,  the 
father  being  retired  from  active  pursuits. 

Completing  the  course  of  study  in  the  San- 
duskv  schools,  William  Seher  further  ad- 
vanced  his  education  by  attending  the  old 
Buckeye  College.  Begfinning  his  active  career 
in  Sandusk\',  he  was  for  some  time  in  the 
employ  of  the  Sandusky  Ice  Company,  after 
which  he  was  for  six  vears  with  the  Sanduslcv, 
Milan  and  Xorwalk  Electric  Railway  Com- 
pany, at  that  time  the  longest  electric  railway 
in  the  world.  In  i8q^  he  came  to  Lorain  to 
represent  the  Kuebeler  Brewing  and  Malting 
Company,  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  during  the 
three  years  that  he  continued  with  that  com- 
pany built  up  a  good  business.  From  1898 
until  uxx'k  he  represented,  in  Lorain,  the 
Christian  Morlein  Brewing  Company,  of  Cin- 
cinnati. The  Cleveland  and  Sandudcy  Brew- 
ing Company  then  absorbing  the  Kuebeler 
Brewing  Company  anvi  other  brewing  plants 
in  both  Sanduskv  and  Cleveland,  Mr.  Seher 
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was  here  its  representative  until  1904,  when 
his  employers  erected  the  Lorain  brewing 
plant  and  made  Mr.  Seher  its  manager.  This 
plant,  under  his  superior  management,  is  carry- 
ing on  a  large  business,  its  capacity  being  about 
sixty  thousand  barrels  annually. 

Among  the  many  prominent  business  organi- 
zations with  which  Mr.  Seher  is  officially  con- 
nected mention  may  be  made  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Commerce,  of  which  he  is  a  director 
and  a  member  of  the  finance  committee;  the 
Lorain  Crystal  Ice  Company,  which  he  assisted 
in  organizing,  and  of  which  he  is  president 
and  a  director ;  and  the  Home  Building  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  vice-president  and  a 
director.  Mr.  Seher  was  one  of  five  enterpris- 
ing men  who  established  The  Daily  News,  a 
popular  newspaper,  and  he  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  Board  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Seher  married  Emma  Motry,  who  was 
born  in  Sandusky,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Motry, 
and  to  them  two  children  have  been  born, 
Norma  and  William  F. 

Captain    H.   B.   York,   pension   agent  of 
Chagrin  Falls  and  attorney  for  the  Treasury 
Department  of  the  government,  at  Washing- 
ton, was  born  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  Decem- 
ber 5,  1833.     He  is  a  son  of  Darius  H.  and 
Laura  (Barns)  York,  the  former  a  native  of 
Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  Vermont.     In 
1834  they  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
located   at    Bedford,    Cuyahoga   county.     He 
was  a  farmer  and  subsequently  became  a  brick- 
layer.    They  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  whcmi  grew  to  maturity,  and  Captain 
York  is  the  oldest  of  them. 

Captain  H.  B.  York  was  six  months  old  at 
the  time  his  parents  removed  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  was  ten  years  old  wheh  his  father 
removed  from  Bedford  to  Geauga  county.  He 
well  remembers,  when  about  eight  years  of 
age,  that  Hiram  Spafford  brought  in  deer  he 
had  killed  near  Bedford.  He  attended  school 
at  Chester  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  began  teaching  in  Southern  Ohio.  After 
his  marriage  he  located  in  Bedford,  and  spent 
about  eight  years  in  that  town.  He  enlisted, 
October  11,  1861,  in  the  Ninth  Independent 
Battery  Ohio  Volunteer  Light  Artillery,  as  a 
private  and  was  first  promoted  to  quarter- 
master sergeant,  and  then  to  first  sergeant  and 
then  to  captain,  December  12,  1862.  During 
1863-4  he  was  chief  of  artillery  under  General 
A.  S.  WilHams,  of  the  Fourth  Division,  Twen- 


tieth Army  Corps,  and  inspector  of  troops 
under  appointment  of  General  Thomas,  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  In  the  summer  of 
1864  Captain  York  passed  an  examination 
under  the  military  board  at  Nashville,  Tennes- 
see. He  was  honorably  discharged  as  captain 
of  the  Ninth  Indiana  Battery  July  25,  1865, 
having  been  previously  mustered  out  as  a 
retired  captain  by  order  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

After  his  discharge,  Captain  York  returned 
to  Geauga  county,  Ohio ;  later  he  spent  four 
years  in  the  lumber  business  in  Michigan.  Re- 
turning to  Ohio  in  1872,  he  located  at  Chagrin 
Falls,  which  has  since  been  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. Captain  York  is  a  prominent  member 
of  N.  L.  Norris  Post,  No.  40,  of  Chagrin  Falls, 
of  which  he  is  past  commander.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows, of  which  he  is  past  noble  grand.  He 
also  belongs  to  Harmony  Encampment,  of 
Cleveland,  and  is  past  patriarch  of  same.  He 
served  six  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Chagrin  Falls  and  five  years  as  police  justice; 
he  also  was  for  eighteen  years  a  notary  public. 
Captain  York  is  a  life  long  Republican  and 
vigorously  upholds  the  cause  of  the  party. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  movements 
for  the  progress  and  improvement  of  his  town 
and  state,  and  has  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him. 

Captain  York  married  (first)  in  1853,  Ann 
E.  Sherman,  who  died  in  1862.  They  had  four 
sons,  namely:  Edward  E.,  Rupert  R.,  Ralph  S. 
and  Clarence  H.  After  his  return  from  the 
war.  Captain  York  married  again,  his  second 
wife  being  Huldah  M.  Sherman,  who  died  in 
1883,  ^^^  they  had  one  son  and  one  daughter, 
namely:  Phineas  William  and  Mary  Eliza. 
Captain  York  married  the  third  time,  in  1884, 
Jane  Holcomb.     He  died  November  14,  1909. 

Warren  Corning. — The  brave  men  and 
women  who  boldly  faced  the  dangers  of  fron- 
tier life  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  century 
in  their  efforts  to  colonize  the  Western  Re- 
serve, were  people  of  immense  force  of  char- 
acter, high  abilities  and  unswerving  determina- 
tion, wise  in  their  resolution  to  plant  the  insti- 
tutions and  opinions  of  old  New  England  in 
their  new  wilderness  homes.  Prominent  among 
the  number  that  arrived  in  Lake  county  about 
that  time  was  Warren  Coming,  who  became 
conspicuous^ in  the  development  and  improve- 
ment of  this* part  of  the  Reserve. 

The  descendant  of  a  New  England  family  of 
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prominence,  tracing  his  lijieage  back  on  the 
paternal  side  to  1640,  he  was  born,  in  1771, 
in  Beverly,  Massachusetts,  now,  in  1909,  noted 
as  the  summer  home  of  President  Taft.  Mr. 
Corning  lived  for  a  few  years  in  Acworth, 
New  Hampshire,  but  was  scarce  content  to 
spend  his  life  among  its  rock-ribbed  hills,  com- 
ing in  1810  to  Mentor,  Ohio,  being  manager  of 
^^  train  of  wagons  consisting  of  families  emi- 
grating from  New  England,  and  being  styled 
"Colonel"  of  the  caravan.  In  a  six-horse 
wagon  of  his  own,  he  brought  his  wife  and 
six  children,  and  all  of  their  household  goods, 
locating  in  Mentor,  where  he  at  one  time 
owned  the  Bacon  tract  of  land.  In  i8ii,  the 
spring  following  his  arrival,  Warren  Corning 
hacked  in  his  corn  and  wheat  on  a  space  which 
he  had  cleared.  In  1812  he  was  drafted  as  a 
soldier,  but  sent  a  substitute.  In  1814  he 
raised  a  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  for  which 
he  received  the  snug  sum  of  $2,000,  at  the 
same  time  selling  wheat  for  $3  a  bushel. 

In  1814  Warren  Corning  built  on  his  farm 
a  two-story  frame  house,  a  part  of  which  is  still 
in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  It  was  used  as 
a  tavern,  or  resting  place,  for  travelers  pass- 
ing through  the  country.  Colonel  Corning 
kept  a  bar  in  this  tavern,  and  on  one  military 
training  day,  when  there  was  but  one  pound 
of  loaf  sugar  obtainable,  he  paid  one  dollar 
for  that  pound,  being  the  highest  bidder  for  it. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  enterprise,  at  one  time 
owning  the  Kirtland  Flour  Mill,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly prosperous  in  all  of  his  ventures.  He 
was  public-spirited  and  energetic,  and  lent  his 
aid  and  influence  in  forwarding  local  improve- 
ments, more  especially  in  the  building  of  good 
roads.  He  was  very  religious  and  was  one  of 
the  J  foremost  in  the  building  of  the  first  brick 
church  in  Mentor,  furnishing  one-half  of  the 
money  used  in  its  construction. 

Colonel  Warren  Corning  married,  in  New 
England,  Elizabeth  Pettingill,  a  woman  of 
sterling  qualities  and  fine  appearance,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  namely: 
Warren  Jr..  Nathan,  Mindwell,  Nathaniel, 
Lima,  Ariel,  Solon,  Rachel  and  Harriet.  Rachel 
and  Harriet  were  born  in  Mentor,  and  spent 
their  entire  lives  in  that  place,  Rachel  marrying 
George  Dickey,  and  Harriet  becoming  the  wife 
of  James  Dickey,  a  brother  of  George  Dickey. 
These  brothers  came  from  Walpole,  New 
Hampshire,  to  Ohio  in  1831,  coming  to  the 
Western  Reserve  to  locate  parcels  of  land 
bought   of   the   Connecticut   Land   Company, 


and  being  attracted  by  the  fertility  of  the  soil 
in  Mentor  settled  there  as  farmers. 

James  Dickey,  the  youngest  brother,  was 
never  physically  robust,  and  as  a  youth  en- 
joyed the  rather  unusual  privilege  of  studying 
for  a  year  at  a  village  academy  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. After  coming  to  Mentor  he  taught  sev- 
eral terms  in  the  Mentor  Center  district,  at 
that  early  day  supporting  the  "Free  School 
System,"  his  motto  being,  "Bring  the  school  to 
the  child."  For  a  number  of  years  he  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  it  was 
largely  through  his  eflforts  that  Mentor  village 
was  incorporated,  the  object  being  to  preserve 
its  school  district,  which  the  township  board 
wished  to  divide,  selecting  as  his  advisers  in 
the  matter  Harvey  Rice,  Dr.  Saint  John,  and 
others.  He  served  many  terms  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  trying  at  all  times  to  bring  about  a 
settlement  of  the  cases  brought  to  him  with- 
out resort  to  law,  and  his  decisions  were  rarely 
appealed  from  and  never  reversed.  The  farm 
which  he  purchased  in  the  new  country  was 
highly  improved  through  his  toil,  and  in  1876 
was  sold  to  James  A.  Garfield.  A  singular 
coincidence  is  that  both  owners  of  this  farm 
were  named  James  and  that  both  died  on  the 
same  day  of  the  month,  September  19,  The 
death  of  Mr.  Dickey  occurred  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  was  visiting  his  parents.  His 
body  was  brought  back  to  Mentor,  and  laid  to 
rest  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  which  he  had  a 
short  time  before  assisted  in  buying  and  plat- 
ting. He  died  at  the  early  age  of  forty-seven 
years,  on  September  19,  1855,  beloved  and 
honored  by  a  host  of  friends.  He  was  a  man 
of  liberal  faith,  a  firm  believer  in  the  Father- 
hood of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man. 

The  children  of  James  and  Harriet  (Corn- 
ing) Dickey  were  as  follows :  Helen  S.,  Wal- 
lace C.  and  Edward  James.  Helen  S.  Dickey, 
born  November  14,  1836,  married,  August  10, 
1857,  William  E.  Pardee,  of  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  and  spent  the  first  four  years  of  married 
life  in  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska.  An  attorney- 
at-law,  Mr.  Pardee  was  probate  judge  in  Ne- 
braska City  for  several  terms,  afterwards  serv- 
ing as  mayor  of  the  city,  and  practising  in  the 
Land  Courts  of  the  new  territory.  His  health 
failing,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Cleveland  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  thirty-six  years,  on  April  9,  1865.  He  was 
a  man  of  great  intelligence  and  ability,  com- 
manding the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
After  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Pardee 
returned  to  the  old  familv  home  in  Mentor. 
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remaining  in  it  until  it  was  sold,  in  1876,  to 
General  James  A.  Garfield,  when  she  moved  to 
Akron,  Ohio,  in  order  that  her  children  might 
have  the  privilege  of  attending  Buchtel  (Al- 
lege. 

On  October  19,  1885,  Mrs.  Pardee  married 
for  her  second  husband  George  Blish,  of 
Painesville,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Blish, 
a  pioneer  settler  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
George  Blish  was  born,  February  i,  1834,  on 
his  father's  farm,  which  subsequently  came 
into  his  possession,  and  there  lived  until  it  was 
sold  to  F.  W.  Hart.  Locating  then  in  Mentor, 
he  became  prominent  in  public  affairs,  holding 
many  offices  of  trust  and  honor,  for  four  years 
being  mayor  of  Mentor  village.  He  was  active 
in  Masonic  circles,  for  more  than  twenty  years 
being  a  Knight  Templar.  He  was  a  man  of 
upright  principles,  respected  for  his  integrity 
and  honesty,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  at 
his  home  in  Mentor,  March  20,  1906,  was  a 
loss  to  th*e  community,  as  well  as  to  his  fatnily 
and  friends. 

Wallace  C.  Dickey,  elder  son  of  James  and 
Harriet  Dickey,  was  born  in  Mentor,  Ohio, 
October  7,  1841,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  being  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
the  Ward-Dickey  Steel  Company,  manufac- 
turers of  sheet  steel,  using  in  the  manufacture 
a  process  invented  by  Mr.  Dickey.  The  sheet 
steel  is  a  very  valuable  product  and  much  in 
demand. 

Edward  James  Dickey,  the  younger  son  of 
James  and  Harriet  Dickey,  born  in  Mentor, 
November  14,  1850,  lived  on  the  home  farm 
as  long  as  it  remained  in  the  family.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Will- 
oughby,  and  is  also  dealing  in  real  estate.  He 
is  now  mayor  of  Willoughby,  and  in  this 
capacity  is  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  new  In- 
dustrial School  for  Girls  soon  to  be  established 
in  Willoughby  through  the  generosity  of  Wal- 
lace Andrews  and  his  wife,  who  willed  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  money  for  that  purpose.  Mr. 
Dickey  is  a  maji  of  exemplary  character,  re- 
spected by  all,  and  heartily  liked  for  his  frank, 
open-hearted  hospitality  and  genial  manners. 

William  H.  Spiegelberg. — A  prosperous 
and  well-to-do  argriculturist  of  Lorain  county, 
William  H.  Spiegelberg  is  carrying  on  general 
farming  and  dairying  in  Elyria  township  with 
highly  satisfactory  results,  year  by  year  adding 
to  his  wealth  and  his  improvements.  A  son  of 
George  Washington  Spiegelberg,  he  was  born 


on  January  23,  1863,  in  Amherst  township,  this 
county,  of  thrifty  German  ancestry. 

John  Spiegelberg,  grandfather  of  William 
H.,  was  born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany. 
Coming  with  his  wife  to  the  United  States  in 
1833,  he  spent  the  first  winter  of  his  sojourn 
in  this  country  in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  and 
there  two  children  (twins),  George  W.  and 
a  daughter,  Olive,  Mrs.  Adam  Stang,  of  Elyria 
township,  were  born.  The  following  spring  he 
started  westward  with  his  family,  his  original 
point  of  destination  having  been  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  While  on  Lake  Erie  a  storm  drove 
their  vessel  into  Lorain  harbor,  and  all  the 
passengers  disembarked.  He  hunted  up  a 
friend  from  the  old  country,  and  from  him  se- 
cured help  and  employment.  Working  with 
persistent  energy,  he  accumulated  money  and 
subsequently  bought,  in  Amherst  township,  the 
farm  on  which  he  spent  the  closing  years  of  his 
life.  He  married,  in  the  Fatherland,  Barbara 
Heisner,  who  died  on  the  home  farm  in  Lorain 
county. 

Although  born  in  Connecticut,  George  W. 
Spiegelberg  was  brought  up  and  educated  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Beginning  his  married 
life  on  the  parental  homestead  in  Amherst 
township,  he  succeeded  to  its  ownership  after 
the  death  of  his  parents,  and  managed  it  suc- 
cessfully until  his  own  death,  April  14,  1902, 
becoming  one  of  the  most  highly  respected 
agriculturists  of  his  community.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Kolbe,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1840,  a  daughter  of  N.  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Heisner)  Kolbe.  Her  parents  emigrated  to 
Ohio  in  1856,  and  after  living  for  a  while  in 
the  village  of  Lorain  bought  a  farm  near  by, 
at  Oak  Point,  where  the  present  park  is 
located.  Mrs.  Spiegelberg  continues  to  reside 
on  the  home  farm  in  Amherst  township.  To 
her  and  her  husband  ten  children  were  born, 
namely:  Barbara  Elizabeth,  who  married 
Jacob  Eschtruth,  and  has  two  children,  Clara 
E.  and  Harvey  G. ;  William  H. ;  Mary,  wife  of 
Moses  Eppley,  has  two  children,  Milton  and 
Frances;  Olive,  wife  of  John  Bechtell,  has 
one  child,  Amelia;  Louisa,  wife  of  William 
Beal,  has  two  children,  Clarissa  and  William ; 
Carrie  is  unmarried;  Elizabeth  married  J.  F. 
Fowle,  and  they  have  two  children,  Ruby  E. 
and  Bertha  C. ;  George,  a  twin  brother  of 
Elizabeth,  lived  but  one  year  and  fifteen  days ; 
Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Rahl,  and  Louis, 
who  married  Odelia  Smith. 

Growing  to  manhood   on  the  home   farm. 
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William  H.  Spiegelberg  assisted  in  its  care, 
remaining  beneath  the  parental  roof-tree  until 
his  marriage.  The  following  ten  years  he 
farmed  on  rented  land  in  Amherst  township, 
and  then  settled  in  Elyria  township.  Locating 
on  the  John  M.  Vincent  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  and  one-half  acres,  he  rented 
it  eight  years,  and  then  purchased  the  estate. 
Mr.  Spiegelberg  has  made  improvements  of 
great  value  on  the  place,  his  beautiful  house  of 
thirteen  rooms,  built  in  1908,  is  equipped  with 
all  modern  conveniences,  including  up-to-date 
lighting  and  heatmg  systems,  being  one  of  the 
most  attractive  rural  homes  in  the  county.  In 
1909  he  completed  his  large  barn,  seventy-two 
feet  by  twenty-six  feet.  Mr.  Spiegelberg  car- 
ries on  general  farming,  paying  much  atten- 
tion to  dairying,  and  deals  largely  in  hay,  of 
which  he  raises  abundant  crops,  and  on  his 
farm  has  a  valuable  sand  pit,  which  brings  him 
in  quite  an  income  each  season.  He  is  espe- 
cially energetic,  and  in  addition  to  managing 
his  own  farm  carries  on  the  adjoining  farm, 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Andrew  Johnson. 

On  March  28,  1889,  Mr.  Spiegelberg  mar- 
ried Lydia  A.  Eppley,  and  of  their  union  six 
<:hildren  have  been  born,  namely :  Elmer  Will- 
iam, who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  weeks ;  Edna 
Catherine,  Earl  William,  Lydia  Alberta  Eliza- 
beth, Ruth  Marian,  and  Marian  Elizabeth. 

Orlo  Roberts  owns  a  good  farming  estate 
in  Lenox  township  and  devotes  his  time  to  gen- 
eral farming.  He  is  a  son  of  Nelson  Roberts, 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Ashtabula  county. 
The  senior  Mr.  Roberts,  born  in  1828,  came 
to  this  community  from  Waterford,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a  carpenter  and  builder  here 
until  failing  health  caused  his  retirement  and 
he  died  in  August  of  1881.  He  had  married 
in  his  early  life  Emily  Tinkham,  who  was  born 
June  30,  1831^  and  she  died  on  January  14, 
1906,  thus  surviving  her  husband  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  A  son  and  a  daughter  were  born 
of  their  marriage  union,  and  the  latter,  Ella, 
born  on  May  23,  1862,  married  Martin  Fowler 
and  lives  in  Lenox  township,  and  has  four 
boys,  Floyd,  Ivan,  Howard  and  Robert. 

Orlo  D.  Roberts  was  born  February  26, 
i860,  and  after  completing  his  education  in  the 
Lenox  township  schools  he  took  up  the  occu- 
pation of  his  father,  carpentering,  and  also  for 
a  time  operated  an  engine  in  a  mill.  He  now 
owns  a  good  estate  of  eighty-eight  acres  in 
Lenox  township  and  follows  a  general  line  of 


farming.  He  married  on  December  4,  1884, 
Ida  A.  Fowler,  a  daughter  of  Jason  and  Eletha 
(Jerome)  Fowler,  and  a  son,  Nelson  G.,  was 
born  to  them  on  August  22,  1885,  who  is  yet 
with  his  parents  and  helps  with  the  farm  work. 
Orlo  D.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows fraternity  at  Jefferson,  Ensign  Lodge  No. 
400,  and  Mrs.  Roberts  is  a  member  of  its  auxil- 
iary, the  Rebekahs.  Mr.  Roberts  also  belongs 
to  the  Grange  in  Jefferson.  He  was  formerly 
connected  with  the  State  Police,  and  he  gives 
his  political  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 

Christopher  Wilson  Sheldon  is  fully  en- 
titled to  a  record  in  any  history  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  for  he  has  not  only  assisted  in  its 
agricultural  progress,  but  is  the  substantial 
member  of  a  family  which  was  planted  in 
northern  Ohio  with  the  pioneers  of  1817-18. 
The  grandfather,  Simeon  Sheldon,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Sheffield,  Connecticut,  born  in  ^797,  and 
he  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1819  and  married 
Eunice  Harmon,  daughter  of  Judge  Elias  and 
Sabrina  (Gillette)  Harmon,  in  1820.  The 
grandmother  of  Christopher  W.  was  bom  July 
16,  1800,  the  first  native  white  child  of  Mantua 
township.  Her  marriage  occurred  in  that 
township  when  she  was  about  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  sons  and 
three  daughters.  All  of  which  adds  another 
forcible  proof  of  the  historic  importance  of  the 
Sheldon  family.  The  father  of  Christopher 
W..  Henry  Clay  Sheldon,  was  born  at  Mantua, 
Ohio,  in  September,  1822,  and  married  Miss 
Julia  A.  Bartholomew,  born  in  Auburn  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  that  state,  in  September, 
1827,  daughter  of  Palmer  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Bartholomew,  natives  of  New  York  state. 
Four  children  were  born  to  this  couple.  The 
father  died  in  1858  and  the  mother  in  1895, 
both  dying  at  Mantua. 

Christopher  W.  Sheldon  was  born  on  the  old 
Sheldon  farm  (which  is  now  owned  and  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Sheldon's  brother)  in  Mantua 
township,  April  18,  1847.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen,  after  having  received  a  district  school 
education,  he  entered  the  Western  Reserve 
Eclectic  Institute,  of  which  James  A.  Garfield 
was  principal,  and  remained  there  for  about 
two  years.  He  then  taught  three  terms  of 
district  school  in  his  native  township  and  three 
terms  at  Berton,  Geauga  county,  but  has  since 
been  continuously  engaged  in  farming.  On 
March  4,  1874,  he  married,  at  Saginaw,  Michi- 
gan, Miss  Ida  L.  Tinker,  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  (Green)  Tinker.    Her  father  was  a 
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native  of  Kingsville,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
born  in  1814.    Both  parents  are  deceased. 

Cyrus  L.  Johnsox. — Respected  for  his  in- 
tegrity, honesty  and  good  citizenship,  Cyrus  L. 
Johnson,  late  of  Windham,  Portage  County, 
WHS  for  many  years  actively  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  as  one  of  the  older  of  its  native-born  resi- 
dents is  especially  worthy  of  mention  in  a 
volume  of  this  kind.  He  was  bom,  September 
5,  1820,  in  Braceville  township,  Trumbull 
county,  and  there  spent  his  earlier  years.  His 
parents,  Benoni  and  Amanda  (Lane)  Johnson, 
came  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio  when  young, 
traveling  across  the  country  with  the  same 
little  band  of  emigrants.  They  subsequently 
married,  and  settled  in  Braceville  township, 
near  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull  county,  where 
they  cleared  and  improved  a  farm,  laboring 
with  all  the  courage  and  energy  characteristic 
of  the  brave  pioneers. 

The  third  child  in  a  family  consisting  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter,  Cyrus  L.  Johnson  was 
educated  in  the  district  schools,  obtaining  a 
practical  knowledge  of  the  three  "R's,"  and 
after  his  marriage  took  up  his  residence  on  the 
parental  homestead.  Subsequently  buying  the 
interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  place,  he 
worked  with  ceaseless  toil  in  adding  to  the 
improvements  already  begun,  residing  there 
until  1867.  Having  by  persistent  energy  and 
prudent  thrift  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this 
world's  goods,  he  then  sold  that  farm  and  pur- 
chased a  house  and  four  acres  of  land  in  Wind- 
ham Center,  where  he  resided,  free  from  active 
business  cares  until  his  death,  August  5,  1895. 

Mr.  Johnson  married,  April  17,  1856,  Juliette 
S.  Smith,  who  was  born  in  Middlefield,  Massa- 
chusetts, January  3,  1832,  a  daughter  of  John. 
Smith,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  same  place, 
February  21,  1796.  Her  grandfather,  John 
Smith,  Sr.,  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
married  a  Miss  Lucy  Blush.  John  Smith,  Jr., 
emigrated  with  his  family  from  Massachusetts 
to  Ohio  when  his  daughter  Juliette  was  eight 
months  old,  and  having  purchased  a  tract  of 
heavily  timbered  land  lying  just  east  of  the 
village  of  Windham,  Portage  county,  he  re- 
deemed a  farm  from  the  wilderness  and  there 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  years.  To  him  and 
his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Wealthy 
Church,  and  who  was  born  on  the  same  day 
that  he  was,  three  daughters  and  one  son  were 
bom.  Mrs.  Johnson,  the  youngest  child,  is  the 
only  surviving  member  of  the  family.     She 


received  exceptionally  good  educational  ad- 
vantages when  young,  attending  first  the  dis- 
trict schools,  afterwards  completing  her  early 
studies  at  a  private  school  in  Newton  Falls 
and  in  an  academy  at  Windham  Center.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Johnson  has 
continued  her  residence  in  Windham,  living 
with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Henry  Noble,  in  the  old 
home,  Mrs.  Noble  having  spent  the  greater 
part  of  her  life  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  and  Mrs^. 
Johnson  had  no  children.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions Mr.  Johnson  was  a  stanch  Republican 
and  served  as  trustee  of  Braceville  township. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  uniting  with  it  when  young. 

Paul  A.  Rissmanx.  —  Possessing  great 
artistic  talent  and  ability,  Paul  A.  Rissmann,  of 
Lorain,  has  been  a  resident  of  this  part  of  Ohio 
but  four  years,  but  during  that  time  he  has 
easily  won  a  commanding  position  among  the 
leading  architects  of  Lorain  county,  and  is 
kept  busily  employed  at  his  profession,  his 
offices  being  located  in  the  Majestic  building, 
Lorain,  and  at  Elyria.  A  native  of  Germany, 
he  was  born,  April  14,  1874,  in  Rothenburg, 

Ambitious  from  boyhood  to  obtain  a  good 
education,  special  attention  was  paid  to  the 
development  of  the  natural  talents  of  Paul  A. 
Rissmann,  who  became  a  pupil  in  the  Polytech- 
nic High  School  at  Charlottenburg,  where  he 
was  graduated  in  1892,  with  a  good  record  for 
proficiency  in  his  studies.  The  ensuing  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  his  chosen  work  in  the 
Fatherland,  being  employed  in  Hanover,  Ber- 
lin and  Cologne. 

Emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  1894, 
Mr.  Rissmann  followed  his  profession  foratime 
m  Newark,  New  Jersey,  from  there  going  to 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  thence  to  Oil  City. 
While  the  buildings  for  the  St.  Louis  Exposi- 
tion were  in  process  of  construction  he  went 
there  to  assist  in  planning  and  building  some 
of  the  most  imposing  structures.  Leaving  St. 
Louis  in  1905,  Mr.  Rissmann  came  to  Lorain 
to  engage  in  his  profession,  and  has  here  built 
up  a  lucrative  patronage.  Among  some  of 
the  more  important  buildings  that  have  arisen 
under  his  supervision  are  the  new  Elyria  Block, 
the  German- American  Club  House,  and  vari- 
ous handsome  residences  in  both  Elyria  and 
Ixjrain.  In  making  plans  for  the  Memorial 
Hospital  in  Elyria  Mr.  Rissmann  was  associ- 
ated with  H.  E.  Ford. 

Mr.  Rissmann  married,  in  Oil  City,  Pennsyl- 
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vania,  Henrietta  Miller,  who  was  born  in  New 
York  city,  and  they  have  two  children,  Carl 
and  Richard.  Mr.  Rissmann  is  a  member  of 
the  American  Society  of  Architects. 

John  S.  Bullard,  a  retired  manufacturer  of 
Chagrin  Falls,  was  born  April  ii,  1823,  in 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Curtis 
and  Sarah  (Easton)  Bullard.  Curtis  Bullard 
was  a  native  of  New  York  state  and  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  in  1821,  locating  in  what 
is  now  Medina  county.  He  conducted  a  saw 
mill,  and  was  also  a  farmer ;  he  kept  the  mill 
until  1841,  when  he  removed  to  Chagrin  Falls, 
and  engaged  in  manufacturing,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  his  death,  in  1867,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  He  was  a  prominent  man 
and  well  known,  he  being  the  first  mayor  of 
Chagrin  Falls  village.  He  served  as  county 
commissioner,  was  Colonel  of  the  State  Militia 
and  held  many  other  offices,  taking  great  inter- 
est in  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
Reserve.  His  wife,  Sarah  Easton,  was  born 
and  reared  in  Lee,  Massachusetts;  her  father 
died  in  the  War  of  181 2.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bullard 
had  seven  children,  and  all  grew  to  maturity ; 
John  S.  is  the  second  child,  and  the  only  one 
now  surviving.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
removed  with  his  parents  to  Chagrin  Falls. 

Upon  attaining  his  majority,  John  S.  Bullard 
began  work  in  business  with  his  father,  and  at 
his  father's  death  succeeded  to  the  business, 
which  he  continued  successfully  until  his  re- 
tirement about  1899.  Mr.  Bullard  was  an 
ardent  Whig  until  the  inception  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  since  which  he  has  espoused  its 
cause.  His  first  vote  was  cast  for  Henry  Clay 
for  President.  He  has  held  various  public 
offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  has  been  for  forty  years.  Mr. 
Bullard  married,  in  1853,  Lucy  A.,  daughter  of 
Luther  Chapman,  a  native  of  Troy,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Geauga  county;  he  was  prominent  among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bullard  have  lived  on  the  same  lot, 
in  the  same  street,  for  6fty-six  years. 

Frank  C.  La  Marche  is  the  superintendent 
of  the  American  Ship  Building  Company  and 
one  of  the  prominent  and  progressive  residents 
of  Lorain.  He  was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
September  12,  1861,  a  son  of  Frank  C.  and 
Philipine  (Deubell)  La  Marche,  the  father  a 
native  of  Germany,  but  at  that  time  French 


territory,  and  the  mother  was  born  at  Kirch- 
heim,  Germany.  They  both  came  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  of  1851,  and  they  were  mar- 
ried in  Buflfalo,  New  York.  Locating  in  Cleve- 
land in  1852,  Frank  C.  La  Marche  was  a  furni- 
ture dealer  in  the  west  side  of  the  city  for 
many  years,  but  he  died  while  on  a  visit  to  his 
old  home  in  Germany  in  1907.  Mrs.  La  Marche 
had  passed  away  in  1890. 

Frank  C.  La  Marche,  their  son,  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland,  and  he 
learned  the  upholstering  trade  with  his  father. 
In  1884  he  entered  the  railroad  mail  service, 
appointed  during  President  Cleveland's  first 
administration,  and  in  1894  he  came  to  Lorain 
as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  American  Ship 
Building  Company  when  that  company  broke 
ground  for  the  Lorain  plant.  In  1898  he  was 
appointed  paymaster's  clerk  for  the  plant, 
serving  in  that  position  until  1903,  and  in  that 
year  was  promoted  to  the  superintendency.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
Commission  of  Lorain  City,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Commerce  and  the  Business 
Men's  Club. 

He  married  Mary  Etta  Fix,  of  Lorain,  and 
two  sons  were  born  to  them,  Frank  C,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  months,  and  John 
Frederick. 

Frank  A.  Derthick. — One  of  the  most 
prominent  representatives  of  the  life  and  in- 
terests of  Portage  county  is  Frank  A.  Derthick, 
a  public-spirited  citizen,  a  business  man  of 
ability  and  a  public  official.  He  was  bom  on 
January  3,  1844,  at  Copley,  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  near  the  city  of  Akron,  but  as  his  family 
moved^  to  Bedford,  near  Cleveland,  when  he 
was  but  a  few  months  old,  his  early  life  was 
passed  there,  and  he  received  the  beginning 
of  his  educational  training  in  the  Bedford 
high  school.  He  then  matriculated  at  the 
Hiram  Electric  College,  with  which  the  re- 
nowned President  Garfield  and  Harvey  Everest 
were  then  connected,  and  from  that  institution 
of  learning  joined  the  army  during  the  last  year 
of  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  at  Hiram,  and  he 
was  discharged  from  the  ranks  early  in  1865. 
Returning  then  to  the  school  room  he  entered 
and  in  1866  was  graduated  from  the  Oberlin 
Business  College,  and  he  then  married  and  en- 
tered upon  his  life's  work  as  an  agriculturist. 
During  Governor  Foraker's  administration  Mr. 
Derthick  served  as  state  dairy  and  food  com- 
missioner, and  until  recently  was  master  of  the 
Ohio  State  Grange.    He  is  a  trustee  of  Hiram 
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College  and  was  for  many  years  a  trustee  of 
the  Ohio  State  University,  and  a  member  of 
the  board  of  control  at  the  Ohio  State  Ex- 
periment Station  and  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  is  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Mantua.  His  name  is  known 
througnout  the  state^  and  he  has  visited  everv 
county  in  the  state  and  also  throughout  the 
New  England  states  makmg  speeches  in  the 
interest  of  the  Grange.  He  holds  membership 
relations  with  both  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public and  with  the  Grange. 

Ananias  Derthick,  the  father  of  Frank  A., 
was  born  in  Coventry,  Connecticut,  in  18 12,  but 
spent  the  most  of  his  life  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve of  Ohio,  whither  he  moved  with  his  par- 
ents in  his  early  boyhood.  His  father,  James 
Derthick,  was  also  from  Connecticut.  Ananias 
Derthick  married  Samantha  Squire,  and  their 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children. 

On  March  8,  1866,  in  Cleveland,  Frank  A. 
Derthick  was  married  to  Perlea  M.  Moore,  a 
member  of  another  of  the  prominent  early 
families  of  Portage  county,  her  father,  Ben- 
jamin Moore,  having  come  from  the  New  Eng- 
land states,  where  he  was  born,  to  their  farm 
in  Portage  county  over  a  hundred  years  ago, 
when  he  was  a  small  boy.  He  married  Fanny 
M.  Sargent,  from  Barton,  Vermont,  and  he 
was  a  millwright,  while  she  taught  school  be- 
fore her  marriage.  The  union  of  Frank  A.  Der- 
thick and  Perlea  M.  Moore  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  five  children.  Fanny  Moore, 
the  eldest,  was  born  February  6,  1867,  and  on 
June  19,  1884,  she  was  married  to  Eugene  S. 
Hannum.  They  have  one  child,  Mary  Etta, 
bom  February  5,  1897.  Mary  Wilmot  was 
born  September  7,  1869.  Benjamin  Moore, 
bom  June  2^,  1872,  married  September  19, 
1894,  at  Mantua  Center,  Mary  Lewis  Plum, 
and  they  have  two  children  :  Everest,  born  De- 
cember 30,  1897,  and  Louise,  born  June  24, 
1901.  Frank  Adelbert,  born  September  29,  1874, 
married  November  8,  1902,  at  Berea  College, 
Kentucky,  Laura  Ann  Washburn,  and  they 
have  three  children :  Helen  Matilda,  born  July 
18,  1904;  Perlea,  February  25,  1906;  and  Vir- 
gil Adelbert,  December  13,  1907.  Perlea  Sa- 
mantha, born  March  i,  1879,  married  on  No- 
vember 17,  1897,  Henry  J.  Derthick,  her  cou- 
sin, and  their  three  children  are :  Francis  Lee, 
bom  February  23,  1900;  Sargent  Fee,  who 
died  September  9,  1904;  and  Lawrence,  born 
iti  1906.  Mrs.  Derthick,  the  mother  of  this 
family,  died  on  August  8,  1905.    Mr.  Derthick 


is  an  elder  in  the  Disciple  church  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

John  J.  Orton,  M.  D. — Prominent  among 
the  esteemed  and  respected  citizens  of  Perry 
township  is  John  J.  Orton,  M.  D.,  the  descend- 
ant of  one  of  the  earlier  settlers  of  this  part  of 
Lake  county,  who  is  now  actively  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine,  and  at  the  same  time 
is  carrying  on  general  farming,  his  estate  being 
pleasantly  located  on  the  River  road. 

Doctor  Orton  comes  of  distinguished  New 
England  ancestry,  being  a  son  of  Wayne 
Orton,  a  grandson  of  John  Jamison  Orton,  and 
belonging  to  the  family  from  which  sprung 
many  men  of  eminence,  including,  among 
others.  Professor  Edward  Orton,  LL.  D.,  late 
State  Geologist,  who  compiled  a  genealogy  of 
the  Orton  Family,  and  William  Orton,  once 
president  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  whose  death  occurred  in  New  York 
City  in  1878. 

John  Jamison  Orton,  grandfather  of  Dr. 
John  J.  Orton,  was  born  in  Kent,  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  March  14,  1787,  came 
with  his  family  to  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in  1827, 
driving  with  teams  across  the  country,  and 
settling  in  what  is  now  Painesville,  at  the  cor- 
ner of  Washington  and  Saint  Clair  streets.  He 
took  up  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  cleared  and 
improved  a  homestead,  and  here  spent  his 
remaining  days.  He  married  Beulah  Caldwell, 
of  Canaan,  Connecticut,  and  they  reared  five 
children. 

When  ready  to  establish  himself  in  life, 
Wayne  Orton  bought  fifty  acres  of  land  on 
the  River  road  and  later  bought  additional 
land  until  he  owned  over  one  hundred  acres, 
and  by  dint  of  hard  labor  improved  the  prop- 
erty now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  youngest 
son.  Dr.  John  J.  Orton.  Having  no  ready 
money,  he  paid  in  part  for  his  farm  by  day 
labor,  boarding  with  Mr.  Ed.  Wright,  in  pay- 
ment of  his  board  splitting  two  hundred  rails 
a  day  two  days  in  each  week.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  which  occurred  in  early  wom- 
anhood, he  split  four  hundred  rails  a  day,  and 
Mr.  Wright  thought  that  even  then  he  got  his 
board  altogether  too  cheap. 

William  F.  Sprotbery,  who  has  cultivated 
and  improved  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies 
for  the  past  quarter  of  a  century,  is  of  Eng- 
lish parentage,  and  possessed  of  all  the  perse- 
vering and  commonsense  traits  of  his  race.  He 
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is  a  son  of  Henry  Sprotbery,  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, where  he  married,  the  young  couple 
emigrating  to  the  United  States  in  1849  ^^^ 
locating  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  the  father  dying 
December  29,  1881,  and  the  mother  more  than 
twenty  years  previously,  on  July  i,  1861.  They 
are  both  buried  in  Lake  View  cemetery,  Cleve- 
land. 

Their  son,  William  F.,  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  on  Shaker  Hill,  Cleveland,  on  the  loth 
of  December,  1853 ;  attended  what  was  then  a 
district  school  in  East  Cleveland,  and  in  1867 
moved  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  and  there 
continued  his  education.  In  1875,  when  twenty- 
two  years  of  age,  he  returned  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  engaged  in  farming  and  located  on 
his  present  homestead  in  1884.  On  Christmas, 
1879,  ^^'  Sprotbery  married  Miss  Rena 
Arminta  Kilbourn,  and  two  children  have  been 
born  to  them,  viz. :  One  who  died  at  birth  and 
Amy  Mehitable,  who  was  born  in  Hiram  town- 
ship January  12,  1884.  Mrs.  Sprotbery  was 
born  in  Freedom,  this  county,  on  May  27, 
1859,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Amy 
Meiiitable  (Loomis)  Kilbourn.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  bom  near  Hart- 
ford August  13,  1828,  and  the  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  Ohio,  native  to  Hiram,  born 
March  12,  1836.  Her  parents  were  Charles 
and  Lucy  Arminta  (Harmon;  Loomis.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilbourn  occurred 
July  5,  1857,  and  of  it  were  born  two  daugh- 
ters and  one  son.  The  father  died  December 
5,  1 90 1,  and  the  mother  April  17  1880.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Sprotbery  was 
Hiram  Kilbourn,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born 
August  5,  1798,  who  married  Miss  Mary 
Crocker,  a  native  of  the  same  state,  whose 
birthday  was  February  3  of  the  year  named. 
They  were  married  November  25,  1824,  and 
migrated  to  the  Western  Reservation  in  1829, 
when  John,  their  son,  was  only  six  weeks  old. 
An  ox  team  conveyed  the  family  from  Con- 
necticut to  the  Erie  canal,  and  canal  and  lake 
enabled  them  to  finish  the  journey  to  the  Re- 
serve. Grandfather  Kilbourn  passed  away  at 
Freedom  September  6,  1866,  and  his  wife  died 
November  13,  1879,  the  cemetery  at  that  place 
being  their  last  resting  place. 

George  W.  Cotton. — Industrious,  practical 
and  enterprising,  George  W.  Cotton  is  pros- 
perously engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on 
the  farm  which  his  father,  the  late  Charles  W. 
Cotton,  lived  and  labored  successfully  for  many 


years.  A  native  of  Lorain  county,  he  was  born, 
April  6,  1873,  in  Amherst  township,  of  hon- 
ored pioneer  stock,  his  grandfather,  also  named 
George  W.  Cotton,  and  his  great-grandfather, 
Benjamin  Noyes  Cotton,  having  been  early 
siettlers  of  this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Born  in  New  Hampshire  May  i,  1758,  Ben- 
jamin N.  Cotton  spent  the  early  years  of  his 
life  in  the  East.  On  October  12,  1785,  he  mar- 
ried Dolly  Smith,  who  was  born  in  New 
Hampshire  April  3,  1766,  and  in  1834  he  came 
with  his  wife  to  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
after  living  for  a  while  in  Lorain  county  re- 
moved to  W^avne  county,  where  both  lived  to  a 
ripe  old  age. 

.  The  birth  of  George  W.  Cotton,  the  first, 
occurred  in  New  Hampshire,  September  24, 
1802.  Adventurous  and  ambitious,  he  came 
as  a  young  man  to  Ohio,  and  was  an  able  assist- 
ant for  many  years  in  aiding  the  agricultural 
development  and  growth  of  Sheffield  township, 
Lorain  county,  where  he  first  settled.  He  sub- 
sequently removed  with  his  family  to  Elyria 
township,  where  he  continued  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  until  his  death,  in  April,  1865.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Smith,  was 
born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and 
as  a  child  came  to  Sheffield  township  with  her 
parents,  Joshua  and  Martha  (Hall)  Smith, 
who  settled  here  at  a  very  early  date,  her 
father's  death,  in  18 16,  being  that  of  the  first 
white  man  in  the  locality.  Five  children  were 
born  to  George  W.  and  Rachel  Cotton,  namely : 
Jerome,  who  died  in  1852;  Charles  W.,  de- 
ceased ;  Martha,  who  married  Frank  Young- 
love  ;  Newton  L.,  deceased,  and  George  J.,  de- 
ceased. 

Charles  W.  Cotton  was  born  May  7,  1826, 
and  after  leaving  school  learned  the  trade  of  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  which  he  followed  a  num- 
ber of  years.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Battery  E.  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  for 
three  years,  and,  with  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, took  part  in  the  battles  at  Cumberland 
Gap,  Murfreesboro,  Perryville  and  many  en- 
gagements of  minor  importance.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  from  the  service  at  Camp 
Denison,  Ohio,  in  1865.  Purchasing  a  farm  in 
Elyria  township  in  1887,  he  removed  with  his 
family  from  Amherst  township,  and  was  here 
a  resident  the  remainder  of  his  life,  passing 
away  on  his  homestead  November  14,  1894. 
He  married,  in  1872,  Catherine  Arman,  who 
was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter 
of  Jacob  Arman,  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
into  their  household  five  children  made  their 
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advent,  as  follows :  ^George  W.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Edwin *C.,  of  Knoxville,  Tennes- 
see ;  Erman,  Hving  on  the  home  farm  with  his 
brother  George;  Dora  L.,  wife  of  Burton 
Hales,  of  Redlands,  CaHfornia,  and  Lillian  B. 
The  mother  passed  to  the  higher  life  in  1881. 

Since  the  death  of  his  parents  George  W. 
Cotton  has  had  charge  of  the  home  estate, 
which,  with  its  valued  improvements,  consti- 
tutes one  of  the  best  and  most  desirable  pieces 
of  property  in  the  neighborhood.  Here  he  is 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  fruit  growing 
and  is  meeting  with  good  success  in  his  occu- 
pation. He  is  a  member  of  the  local  grange, 
P.  of  H.,  and  takes  much  interest  in  the  organi- 
zation. 

Ensign  N.  Jones,  a  leading  citizen  of 
Palmyra  township.  Portage  county,  is  widely 
known  in  the  agricultural  community  as  a 
raiser  of  fine  cattle  and  horses.  He  is  a  native 
of  that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve;  was 
born  March  9,  1877,  and  is  a  son  of  Evan  E. 
and  Irene  (Westover)  Jones.  His  parents  are 
also  both  natives  of  Palmyra  township,  but  his 
grandparents,  Daniel  E.  and  Margaret  (Jones) 
Jones,  were  born  in  Wales.  The  grandparents 
on  the  maternal  side,  Frederick  and  Ellen 
(Woodard)  Westover  were  natives  respect- 
ively of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania,  being 
early  settlers  of  Palmyra  township,  where  they 
married  and  spent  the  most  of  their  lives.  The 
paternal  grandparents  were  also  pioneer  farm- 
ers of  the  township,  and  the  parents  of  Ensign 
N.  married  therein  and  settled  on  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres,  which  they  improved  into  a 
fine  homestead.  Evan  E.  Jones  was  a  thrifty 
man  and  a  citizen  of  stanch  character  and 
strong  influence,  his  death  occurring  March  9, 
1879.  His  respected  widow  still  lives  on  the 
old  place. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  this  sketch  is  therefore  bound 
to  Palmyra  township  by  the  strong  ties,  both 
of  ancestry  and  lifelong  residence.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  had  become  so  proficient  in 
farming  that  he  took  charge  of  the  home  place, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  agricul- 
turists in  Portage  county.  His  operations  in 
general  farming  cover  six  hundred  and  sixteen 
acres  in  Palmyra  and  Deerfield  townships,  and 
he  is  a  leading  breeder  of  registered  Short 
Horn  cattle  and  graded  Percheron  horses.  In 
politics  he  is  an  active  Republican,  and  was 
elected  trustee  of  Palmyra  township  in  the  fall 
of  1907.  On  October  3,  1901,  Mr.  Jones  mar- 
ried Miss  Ola  Keeler,  a  native  of  Berlin  town- 


ship, Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Vesta  (Floor)  Keeler.  Their 
son,  Raymond  L.,  was  born  July  26,  1903. 

Henry  W.  Wurst. — Possessing  unlimited 
energy  and  unusual  business  ability,  Henry  W. 
Wurst  has  devoted  a  large  part  of  his  active 
life  to  the  development  and  promotion  of  ex- 
tensive enterprises  in  Lorain  county,  and  as 
one  of  the  heaviest  real  estate  dealers  of  Elyria 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  its  up- 
building, having  without  doubt  improved  more 
of  the  city  property  than  any  other  one  indi- 
vidual. His  work  in  this  direction  shows  some- 
thing of  the  intelligence  and  perseverance  of 
this  self-made  man,  and  indicates  in  a  marked 
manner  his  resolute  purpose  and  practical 
judgment.  A  son  of  Eckert  Wurst,  he  was 
born,  November  7,  1849,  in  Hessen-Cassel, 
Germany. 

Eckert  Wurst  was  born  and  reared  in  Ger- 
many, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  stone- 
cutter, becoming  an  expert  workman.  He 
there  married  Elizabeth  May,  and  in  185 1  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  the  United  States, 
locating  first  in  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  Ohio. 
A  year  later  he  removed  to  Elyria,  and  there 
died  in  1855,  aged  about  thirty-three  years. 
His  widow  later  married  John  Brell  and  re- 
sided at  Elyria  until  her  death,  December  11, 
1908,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Eckert  Wurst  and  his 
wife,  as  follows :  Henry  W. ;  Samuel  E.,  who 
is  engaged  as  a  breeder  of  fancy  poultry  and 
resides  in  Elyria;  Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of 
John  Dana,  of  Elyria. 

Henry  W.  Wurst  was  but  six  years  old  when 
his  father  died,  and  he  resided  at  home  with 
his  mother  until  after  her  second  marriage. 
He  left  home  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  to 
make  his  own  way.  His  educational  advan- 
tages up  to  this  time  consisted  of  only  a  few 
months  each  winter  in  the  district  school.  Thus 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  he  went  to 
work,  in  1 861,  as  a  grocery  clerk  for  Charles  A. 
Parks  in  Elyria,  receiving  his  board  and  clothes 
for  his  labors,  and  in  addition  was  to  have  five 
dollars  in  cash  at  the  end  of  four  years.  This 
sum  he  never  received,  but  instead  took  a 
swarm  of  bees.  He  then,  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  was  employed  at  farm  work  in  Ridge- 
ville  township  and  was  able  to  attend  school  a 
short  time  in  the  winter  season :  subsequently 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  Mrs.  Charles  Arthur 
Elv  for  a  short  time.  When  seventeen  vears 
old  he  began  to  realize  his  need  of  more  school- 
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ing,  and  accordingly  made  arrangements  to 
work  for  Daniel  M.  Fisher,  receiving  $15  per 
month  and  board  in  the  summer  season,  and  in 
the  winter  receiving  only  his  board  and  the 
privilege  of  attending  school.  Entering  then 
the  employ  of  Baldwin,  Laundon  &  Nelson, 
merchants,  as  a  clerk,  he  received  $75  and 
board  the  first  year,  and  so  pleased  were  they 
with  his  services  that  they  gave  him  $150  and 
board  the  second  year  and  raised  his  salary 
each  succeeding,  year.  Mr.  Wurst  remained 
with  that  firm  until  it  sold  out,  five  years  later, 
when  he  continued  with  its  successors,  Han- 
nan  &  Obitts,  for  four  years  more.  On  Octo- 
ber 2,  1875,  Mr.  Wurst  and  Henry  M.  Andress 
bought  out  the  grocery  and  crockery  depart- 
ment of  Hannan  &  C3bitts,  which  they  con- 
ducted together  under  the  firm  name  of  An- 
dress &  Wurst  for  about  six  months,  when 
Mr.  Wurst  purchased  his  partner's  interest 
and  continued  successfully  at  the  old  stand 
for  five  years.  Purchasing  then  the  frame 
building  on  West  Broad  street  which  stood 
on  the  site  of  what  is  now  the  Wurst  block, 
he  moved  in  his  stock  of  goods  and  conducted 
the  business  there  for  five  years,  when  the  store 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1885.  He  immediately 
rebuilt,  completing,  the  Wurst  block,  con- 
structed of  brick,  and  continued  the  mercantile 
business  until  1892. 

While  in  the  grocery  business  Mr.  Wurst 
was  engaged  to  some  extent  in  real  estate  trans- 
actions, and  since  1892  has  made  that  his  chief 
business,  having  in  the  time  erected  upwards 
of  130  residences,  fifty  of  which  he  still  owns. 
He  is  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Andwur  Hotel 
property,  which  he  twice  helped  to  remodel  and 
enlarge,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of 
the  Elvria  block,  but  had  sold  his  interest  be- 
fore  it  was  burned  in  1909.  Mr.  Wurst  was 
one  of  the  builders  of  the  handsome  Lorain 
block,  the  largfest  store  and  office  block  in  the 
city  of  Lorain,  and  was  also  one  of  the  builders 
of  the  Kent  block  in  Lorain,  and  is  part  owner 
of  the  Chapman  block  in  that  city.  He  is  one 
of  three  owners  of  the  tract  of  165  acres  known 
as  the  Lorain  Realty  Company's  addition  to 
the  citv  of  Lorain.  Mr.  Wurst  is  financially 
interested  in  banking  institutions  both  in 
Elyria  and  in  Lorain,  being  treasurer  of  the 
Elyria  Savings  &  Loan  Company,  director  of 
the  Elyria  Savings  Deposit  Bank  &  Trust  Com- 
pany and  the  Penfield  Avenue  Savings  Bank 
at  Lorain,  and  was  one  of  the  incorporators  of 
the  Perry-Fay  Manufacturing  Company,  of 
Elyria.    He  belongs  to  the  Elyria  Chamber  of 


Commerce  and  is  a  director  of  the  Elyria  Tele- 
phone Company.  He  is  vice-president  and 
director  of  the  Fay  Stocking  Company,  of 
which  he  was  the  prime  mover  in  its  organi- 
zation, and  is  president  of  the  Ohio  Nursery  & 
Supply  Company. 

In  November,  1909,  Mr.  Wurst  was  elected, 
without  his  solicitation,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  appraisers  of  real  property,  which  met  in 
January,  1910,  for  the  revision  of  the  valua- 
tion of  real  property  for  taxation  purposes  in 
the  city  of  Elyria.  Mr.  Wurst  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  board.  *  His  politics  are  Re- 
publican. 

On  November  27,  1873,  Mr.  Wurst  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Ella  J.  Robson,  who 
was  born  in  Ridgeville,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  (Tong)  Robson, 
natives  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wurst 
have  two  sons,  Earl  H.  Wurst,  general  agent 
of  the  Angle  Dial  Scale  Company,  with  head- 
quarters at  Springfield,  Illinois,  and  Charles  J., 
a  jeweler  of  Elyria.  Earl  H.  Wurst  married 
Ella  M.  Hirsching,  of  Elyria,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Gertrude  V.  and  Nellie  L. 
Charles  J.  Wurst  married  Mabel  L.  Quayle, 
of  Elyria. 

Sereno  E.  Hall,  justice  of  the  peace,  in 
Orwell,  was  born  in  Charleston,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1835,  son  of  Smith  and 
Angeline  ( Miller  i  Hall,  the  former  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  the  latter  of  Connecticut.  Smith 
Hall  came  to  Ohio  in  1812,  with  his  parents, 
Joel  and  Mary  (Smith)  Hall.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  18 12,  and  settled  at  Charleston,  on 
unimproved  land.  He  had  a  good  location, 
but  died  soon  after  settling  in  Ohio,  from  heart 
disease ;  his  widow  survived  him  three  or  four 
years. 

Smith  Hall  was  the  oldest  of  twelve  children 
and  upon  him  devolved  the  care  of  the  family 
after  his  father's  death.  When  about  of  a^e 
he  married  Angeline,  eldest  daughter  of  Jo- 
seph Miller,  who  came  from  New  Lyme,  Con- 
necticut, in  August,  181 1,  when  she  was  four 
years  old.  After  his  death  his  wife  married 
Nelson  Hyde,  of  Vienna,  Trumbull  county, 
and  died  there  when  past  ninety  years  old. 
Smith  Hall  built  a  saw  mill  in  Charleston  in 
1820,  though  he  was  but  twenty  years  old,  and 
this  he  carried  on  until  i860,  when  the  dam 
went  out.  He  shipped  lumber  to  Columbus  on 
th'vi  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  Canal;  he  would 
hire  a  boat,  ship  the  lumber  and  deliver  fine 
whitewood  at  Columbus  for  only  six  dollars 
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per  thousand.  He  also  had  a  local  trade  until 
the  canal  was  built,  and  would  saw  for  one- 
half  share,  as  there  was  then  very  little  money 
in  circulation  in  that  section.  The  lumber 
sold  in  Columbus  furnished  about  the  only 
source  from  which  he  was  able  to  obtain  cash 
to  pay  help.  During  the  forty  years  he  had 
the  mill  he  cleared  a  three  hundred  acre  farm. 
After  i860  he  carried  on  farming,  raised  sheep 
and  had  a  dairy;  he  became  one  of  the  most 
successful  men  in  Portage  county.  He  was 
not  active  in  public  affairs,  and  lived  on  his 
farm  until  the  death  of  his  wife;  he  died  in 
May,  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Hall  took  two  of  his 
brothers  to  rear,  and  set  them  up  in  business; 
both  became  carpenters. 

Of  the  eight  children  of  Smith  Hall,  seven 
lived  to  maturitv.  One  son.  Colonel  Albert  S. 
Hall,  or  Brigadier-General  Hall,  became  cap- 
tain in  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  three  months' 
men.  He  raised  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  as  colonel,  led  his 
regiment  into  battle  at  Perryville,  and  came 
out  in  command  of  the  entire  division.  He 
commanded  a  brigade  from  that  time  until  his 
death,  in  1863.  He  was  shot  in  the  head  at 
Shiloh  and  lay  on  the  battlefield  five  hours,  but 
resumed  his  command.  When  fitting  his  men 
for  the  march  with  Sherman  to  the  Sea,  he 
was  taken  with  typhoid  fever  and  died.  His 
commission  of  Brigadier-General  came  after 
his  death.  At  the  time  he  was  thirtv-three 
years  of  age.  Another  son,  Joseph,  served  in 
the  Seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry  through 
the  war,  was  shot  in  the  foot  at  Missionary 
Ridge.  He  died  at  Ravenna,  Ohio,  aged  sixty- 
eight  years.  Traverse  A.,  another  son,  also 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-fifth  V^olunteer  Infantry  through 
the  war  until  September,  1865.  He  was  second 
lieutenant ;  he  spent  two  years  in  the  recruiting 
office;  his  health  is  shattered  as  a  result  of 
his  service,  and  he  now  lives  in  Orwell.  There 
were  three  daughters,  Julia,  Helen  and  Tem- 
perance, besides  an  infant,  who  died  unnamed. 
Helen  married  Elihu  Stedman  and  died  in 
California;  Temperance  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
years,  and  Julia,  who  died  in  California,  mar- 
ried Charles  Clark.  Mr.  Clark  invented  a  fold- 
ing carriage  top,  and  a  machine  to  cut  screw 
threads  on  augur  tips,  which  before  had  been 
filed  by  hand.    He  also  died  in  California. 

Sereno  E.  Hall  remained  at  the  old  home 
farm  until  he  enlisted,  July  19,  1861,  in  the 
Second  Ohio  Cavalrv,  under  Colonel  Double- 


day.  He  served  until  discharged  for  cerebro 
spinal  meningitis,  and  his  service  was  mainly 
west  of  the  Mississippi.  In  January,  1862,  he 
went  to  Missouri  and  to  Kansas  after  Quan- 
trell,  the  famous  bushwhacker.  At  one  time, 
after  he  had  chased  Quantrell  fifteen  miles 
and  found  where  he  had  taken  refuge  in  a 
house,  Mr.  Hall  immediately  demanded  his 
surrender ;  he  was  told  to  go  to  a  considerably 
warmer  climate,  and,  seeing  no  better  way, 
they  set  fire  to  the  house  and  burned  it  to  the 
ground,  and  when  they  examined  the  ashes 
with  the  full  expectation  of  finding  the  bones 
of  the  scoundrel,  found  only  a  hole  leading 
from  the  cellar,  through  which  he  had  made 
his  escape.  When  serving  under  General  Blunt 
at  Cow  Skin  Prairie,  Doubleday's  command 
captured  the  arms  of  thirty  thousand  hostile 
Indians.  While  fighting  the  Indians  at  close 
range  the  Federal  troops  set  up  such  a  yell  as 
scared  the  Indians  so  that  they  each  set  out 
by  himself  to  escape.  One  hundred  and  thirteen 
white  officers  were  captured  and  the  Osage  In- 
dians pursued  the  other  fleeing  Indians  for 
many  days.  The  troops  followed  the  Indians 
into  their  territory  and  finally  a  treaty  of  peace 
was  signed. 

At  one  time  S.  E.  Hall,  being  orderly,  was 
sent  out  in  command  of  seventy  mounted  men 
and  chased  McCullough  and  Van  Dorn  to  Lone 
Jack ;  he  kept  after  them,  going  into  Arkansas, 
and  while  on  this  raid  Mr.  Hall  was  injured 
in  the  spine,  so  that  his  discharge  took  place 
December  29,  1862.  When  he  returned  home 
after  his  discharge  Mr.  Hall  weighed  only 
eio^hty  pounds,  and  had  spent  some  months  at 
Fort  Scott,  not  being  able  to  ride.  He  came 
part  of  the  way  on  government  wagons,  and 
hired  a  spring  wagon  part  of  the  way  to  reach 
Leavenworth,  and  there  dropsy  set  in,  so  it 
took  him  another  month  to  recuperate  suffi- 
ciently to  continue  his  journey. 

He  engaged  in  boot  and  shoe  trade,  and  in 
April,  1865,  came  to  Orwell,  where  he  con- 
ducted a  shop  twenty  years.  He  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace  in  1893,  and  his  time  ex- 
pires in  1 91 2.  He  has  also  been  notary  most 
of  the  time.  He  is  a  real  guardian  of  the 
peace,  and  does  the  legal  work  of  the  village, 
preferring  when  possible  to  settle  cases  out  of 
court.  In  political  views  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  joined  the  local  lodge  of  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  instituted  in 
1872,  passed  through  the  chairs  and  served 
many  years  as  treasurer.     Later  he  became 
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financial  secretary,  and  he  has  served  as  an 
officer  in  the  lodge  for  nearly  forty  years.  He 
is  a  man  of  fine  character  and  is  universally 
respected  and  esteemed. 

Mr.  Hall  married,  September  i,  1857,  Sarah 
Cowles,  of  Chardon,  Geauga  county,  daughter 
of  Elliott  and  Louisa  (King)  Cowles,  who  was 
his  schoolmate  at  Hiram  College.  At  this 
time  he  was  a  schoolmate  and  room-mate  of 
Garfield,  and  remained  a  student  after  Garfield 
became  president  of  the  school.  A.  S.  Hall, 
his  brother,  was  formerly  engaged  to  the  girl 
who  afterward  became  Mrs.  Garfield,  but  her 
father  would  not  approve  of  the  marriage,  in- 
sisting that  his  daughter's  husband  should  be 
a  minister  in  the  Disciples  church,  and  A.  S. 
Hall  was  intending  to  study  law.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hall  have  two  children,  one  son  and  one 
daughter:  Edith  M.,  wife  of  E.  G.  Howard,  a 
photographer  of  Orwell,  and  Elliott  B.,  cashier 
of  the  Orwell  Banking  Company. 

Perry  S,  Williams  is  and  has  been  for 
some  years  the  general  manager  of  the  Re- 
publican Printing  Company,  publishers  of  the 
Evening  Telegram  and  the  Elyria  Republican, 
the  latter,  founded  in  1829,  being  the  oldest 
paper  now  published  in  Lorain  county,  if  not  in 
the  entire  Western  Reserve.  Mr.  Williams  be- 
came the  editor  and  manager  of  the  Republican 
in  1900,  continuing  with  this  publication  until 
March,  1907,  when  the  competitive  paper,  the 
'Reporter,  went  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 
Mr.  Williams  bid  the  property  in  at  receiver's 
sale  for  his  company,  and  combined  the  weekly 
Reporter  with  the  Republican,  continuing  the 
daily  under  the  new  name  of  the  Evening  Tele- 
gram. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  important  moves 
in  the  history  of  the  press  of  Lorain  county, 
and  it  was  conceived  and  brought  to  successful 
issue  by  Mr.  Williams,  who  has  also  been 
prominent  in  the  political  life  of  Lorain  county 
for  a  number  of  years.  His  political  activities 
began  in  1900,  when  he  was  chosen  president 
of  the  First  Voters*  Club  of  Elyria,  the  only 
active  Republican  club  of  the  city  at  that  time. 
Several  years  later  he  was  chosen  secretary 
of  the  Republican  County  Executive  Commit- 
tee, serving  for  two  terms.  In  May  of  1902 
he  was  elected  treasurer  of  the  city  of  Elyria, 
which  office  he  held  until  January  i,  1910, 
when  he  was  commissioned  by  President  Taft 
to  act  as  supervisor  of  census  for  the  Thir- 
teenth Ohio  district,  comprising  seven  counties. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  native  of  Toledo,  Ohio, 


but  his  school  days  were  spent  in  Ehria,  where 
he  graduated  from  the  Elyria  High  School 
with  the  class  of  1895.  He  is  the  son  of  R.  H. 
and  Lucy  (Stearns)  Williams,  the  father  of 
Welsh  descent,  while  the  Steams  family,  orig- 
inally of  Vermont,  were  among  the  earliest  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lorain  and  Cuyahoga 
counties. 

Mr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Elyria 
Country  Club,  the  Masonic  and  Elks  fraterni- 
ties. Chamber  of  Commerce  and  other  well 
known  social  and  civic  organizations. 

William  F.  Rees,  incumbent  of  the  office 
of  assistant  treasurer  of  the  Society  for  Sav- 
ings in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  of  which  old  and 
substantial  institution  definite  mention  is  made 
on  other  pages  of  this  publication,  is  a  native 
of  the  city  which  is  now  his  home  and  has  here 
gained  precedence  as  an  able  and  progressive 
business  man  and  loyal  citizen. 

Mr.  Rees  was  born  in  Qeveland  on  the  22d 
of  March,  1859,  ^"^  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and 
Elvira  (Warner)  Rees.  His  father  was  bom 
in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  the  old  Keystone  state, 
whence  he  came  to  Cleveland  in  the  '50s  and 
became  identified  with  the  local  office  of  the 
Western  Transportation  Company,  with  whose 
interests  he  continued  to  be  connected  for 
many  years,  in  an  executive  capacity.  At  the 
inception  oJF  the  Civil  war  he  manifested  his 
intrinsic  loyalty  and  patriotism  by  tendering  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  Union,  in  response  to 
President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers. 
He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  First  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Artillery,  with  which  he  proceeded  to 
the  front,  in  the  command  of  General  Bamett, 
and  he  participated  in  many  of  the  important 
engagements  marking  the  progress  of  the 
great  internecine  conflict  between  the  states  of 
the  North  and  the  South.  He  continued  with 
his  regiment  as  a  valiant  and  faithful  soldier 
until  1867,  when  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge. In  after  years  he  manifested  his  abid- 
ing interest  in  his  old  comrades  by  retaining 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. After  the  close  of  his  military  career 
he  returned  to  Cleveland.  He  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty  years  and  his  wife  passed  to  the  life 
eternal  when  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Of  their 
three  children  two  are  now  living.  The  father 
was  a  Republican  in  his  political  allegiance, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  held  membership  in 
the  St.  Paul  Episcopal  church.  Mrs.  Rees  was 
a  daughter  of  Warham  J.  Warner,  who  was 
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one  of  the  prominent  contractors  and  builders 
of  Cleveland  for  many  years  and  who  was  a 
citizen  of  distinctive  influence  in  the  com- 
munity, where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  demise. 

William  F.  Rees  was  reared  to  maturity  in 
Cleveland,  where  he  duly  availed  himself  of 
the  advantages  of  the  public  schools.  After 
completing  a  course  in  the  high  school  he 
began  reading  law  in  the  office  and  under  the 
preceptorship  of  Myron  R.  Keith,  and  to  this 
work  he  devoted  his  attention  for  about  two 
years,  after  which  he  passed  about  one  year  on 
a  cattle  ranch  in  Colorado.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  period  he  returned  to  his  native  city, 
where,  in  1880,  he  assumed  the  position  of 
bookkeeper  in  the  counting  rooms  of  the  So- 
ciety for  Savings,  with  which  great  institution 
he  has  continued  to  be  identified  during  the 
long  intervening  period  of  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  century,  and  in  which  he  has  gained  pro- 
motion through  his  own  proven  ability  and  his 
fidelity  to  the  duties  assigned  to  him  in  the 
various  positions  of  which  he  has  been  incum- 
bent. He  held  the  office  of  paying  teller  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  since  1898  he  has  been 
assistant  treasurer  of  the  institution,  in  which 
position  he  has  further  demonstrated  his  ex- 
cellent executive  and  administrative  ability. 
He  is  now  the  third  oldest  in  point  of  con- 
tinuous service  of  all  those  connected  with  this 
fine  corporation  in  an  executive  capacity,  and 
he  is  well  known  in  local  business  circles,  in 
which  he  is  accorded  uniform  confidence  and 
esteem. 

In  politics  Mr.  Rees  is  arrayed  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party 
and  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  holds  membership  in  the  Hermit  Club  and 
other  social  organizations  in  his  native  city, 
and  was  a  valued  and  popular  member  of  the 
Cleveland  Grays,  of  which  fine  military  organi- 
zation he  was  commander  for  a  period  of  four 
years.  The  organization  is  a  part  of  the  state 
militia  and  is  subject  to  active  duty  upon  the 
call  of  the  governor  at  any  time.  Mr.  Rees  is 
interested  in  various  industrial  enterprises  in 
Cleveland,  and  also  has  important  business  in- 
terests in  Cuba. 

In  the  year  1883  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Rees  to  Miss  Abbie  Champney,  a 
daughter  of  Nathan  Champney,  long  known  as 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Qeveland. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rees  have  two  daughters — ^Julia 
E.  and  Mildred  D.,  who  are  prominent  and 
popular  in  the  social  life  of  their  home  city. 


Stephen  S.  Thomas. — One  of  the  most 
prominent  citizens,  leading  Republicans  and 
best  known  agriculturists  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  Stephen  S.  Thomas  has 
also  the  honor  to  have  been  born  in  the  town- 
ship whose  interests  he  has  done  so  much  to 
further,  on  New  Year's  day  of  1843.  ^^  ^s  of 
that  substantial  Welsh  stock  to  which  the 
Western  Reserve  is  greatly  indebted,  his  par- 
ents, David  S.  and  Ann  (Williams)  Thomas, 
being  natives  of  Carmarthenshire,  Wales.  In 
1839  the  latter  sailed  for  the  port  of  New  York 
and,  after  landing  there,  continued  westward 
by  canal  to  BuflPalo;  thence  by  lake  boat  to 
Cleveland.  They  finally  purchased  forty-four 
acres  of  timber  land  in  Palmyra  township^ 
which  they  cleared,  cultivated  and  improved  as 
a  farm  and  a  homestead  for.  the  remainder  of 
their  lives.  Of  their  ten  children  three  are  still 
alive,  and  four  were  born  in -Wales.  Hannah 
is  now  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Thomas,  a  widow  and 
resident  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  Ann, 
Mrs.  David  Hammond,  of  Rosendale,  that 
state,  has  also  lost  her  husband. 

Stephen  S.  Thomas  resided  with  his  parents 
until  August  8,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  served  under  Gen- 
erals Schofield  and  Sherman,  participated  in 
eleven  hard  fought  battles  and  numerous  skir- 
mishes. On  August  6,  1864,  in  a  charge  at 
Utoy  creek,  before  Atlanta,  he  was  wounded 
in  the  right  side  and  all  that  saved  his  life 
were  an  old  leather  pocketbook  and  a  bone 
comb,  by  which  the  bullet  was  deflected.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  June  30,  1865,  and  after  spending  six 
months  at  home  wxnt  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
spent  his  summers  farming  and  his  winters 
lumbering.  During  his  industrious  residence 
of  four  vears  in  that  state  he  saved  seventeen 
hundred  dollars,  with  which  he  returned  to 
Palmyra  township  and  bought  ninety-seven 
acres  of  improved  land,  adjoining  the  paternal 
place.  Later  he  purchased  ninety  acres  of  the 
home  farm,  and  although  he  has  sold  forty 
acres  still  retains  a  fine  estate  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-seven  acres,  which  he  devotes  to 
general  farming  and  the  raising  of  sheep, 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  Sixty  acres  of  his 
homestead  property  are  timber  and  pasture. 
His  buildings,  implements  and  machinery  are 
all  modern,  and  his  up-to-date  methods  are 
also  indications  of  the  well  posted  and  scien- 
tific agriculturist  of  the  day. 
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Mr.  Thomas  married,  October  30,  1871, 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lloyd,  born  in  north  Wales 
and  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and  Jane  Lloyd. 
The  children  born  to  them  have  been  as  fol- 
lows :  John,  a  retail  grocer  of  Oklahoma  City ; 
Laura  E.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Barkley,  who  lives 
in  Ravenna,  Ohio ;  Anna,  Mrs.  Fred  D.  Jones, 
of  Palmyra  township;  Foster  W.,  of  Okla- 
homa City,  also  in  the  grocery  business ;  Edna 
and  Charles,  who  live  at  home,  and  Arthur, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  The  mother 
of  this  family  died  March  30,  1900.  It  should 
be  added  that  Mr.  Thomas  himself  has  long 
been  influential  in  the  public  affairs  of  the 
township,  having  served  for  thirteen  years  as 
a  trustee.  For  nearly  forty  years  he  has  also 
been  a  leader  in  Congregational  church  work, 
having  been  a  deacon  of  the  local  body  since 
1876.  In  politics  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  Republican, 
and  his  fraternal  connections  are  with  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the  Foresters 
of  America. 

WiLLARD  M.  Baker. — As  sheriff  of  Lake 
county,  Willard  M.  Baker  well  represents  the 
law-abiding  and  honorable  element  in  his  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  his  entire 
career  as  a  railroad  and  a  business  man  also 
entitles  him  to  stand  as  an  official  who  is  per- 
sonally typical  of  its  industrial  and  commercial 
interests.  He  is  a  native  of  Leroy  township, 
that  county,  born  January  29,  1858,  and  is  a 
son  of  Stephen  and  Lucetta  (Mason)  Baker, 
formerly  of  Lanesboro,  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Baker  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm 
about  six  miles  southeast  of  Painesville,  and  the 
country  property  of  fifty  acres  which  he  now 
owns  includes  the  homestead  of  those  early 
days.  He  has  continued  his  connection  with 
the  paternal  place,  and  long  had  active  charge 
of  it,  although  he  spent  fourteen  years  (during 
the  winter  months)  as  trainman  for  the  Lake 
Shore  road.  Mr.  Baker  also  became  prominent 
in  the  development  of  several  of  the  most  im- 
portant institutions  of  Leroy,  assisting  in  the 
construction  of  its  telephone  system  and  after- 
ward serving  as  president  of  the  operating 
company,  as  well  as  aiding  in  the  organization 
of  the  Leroy  Creamery  Company  and  the  first 
year  thereafter  acting  as  its  auditor  and  gen- 
eral salesman.  In  fraternal  matters  he  is  well 
known  as  an  active  member  of  Prebble  Rock 
Lodge,  of  Thompson,  T.  O.  O.  F.,  and  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America,  Painesville  lodge. 

Sheriff  Baker's  stanch  Republicanism,  or  his 


broad  usefulness  to  the  party  and  the  publig^ 
have  never  been  questioned.  Upon  numerous 
occasions  he  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  various 
conventions,  and  creditably  held  such  township 
offices  as  clerk  and  assessor  before  his  friends 
and  political  supporters  insisted  that  he  **go  up 
higher."  As  a  result  of  the  fall  election  of 
1908,  he  therefore  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
shrievalty  on  the  4th  of  January,  1909,  and 
it  is  the  general  verdict  that  he  has  fulfilled 
every  expectation.  When  he  began  his  duties 
the  new  jail  and  sheriff's  residence  had  been 
in  use  but  a  few  weeks,  and  it  was  under  the 
guidance  of  his  good  sense  and  taste  that  the 
finishing  touches  were  placed  upon  them.  His 
official  home  is  up-to-date  and  he  is  giving 
the  people  of  Lake  county  an  up-to-date 
administration. 

On  November  29,  1879,  ^^^-  Baker  married 
Miss  Rerie  M.,  daughter  of  Charles  Lace,  a 
farmer  of  Concord  township,  Lake  county, 
whose  family  established  itself  at  Leroy  in 
1826  and  thereby  became  enrolled  among  the 
pioneers  of  the  Reserve.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker 
are  the  parents  of  the  following :  Blanche,  who 
married  John  Hoyes,  a  Concord  township 
farmer;  Bertrand,  who  married  Maud  Eggle- 
ston  and  conducts  the  old  farm;  and  Lucetta, 
Lillian  and  Willard,  who  still  live  with  their 
parents. 

Dr.  Olney  Benton  Monosmith,  specialist 
in  diseases  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  and 
a  prominent  member  of  his  profession  in  La- 
rain,  Ohio,  is  a  native  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
born  May  27,  1871,  at  Pittsfield,  Lorain 
county.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  Benton  and 
Emily  (Rounds)  Monosmith,  the  former  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  the  lattei  of 
Medina  county,  Ohio.  Thomas  B.  Monosmith's 
father  was  a  Pennsylvania  Dutchman,  and 
came  from  the  Keystone  state  to  Ohio  at  an 
early  date,  settling  in  Wayne  county.  The 
Rounds  family  are  of  Puritan  stock,  and  came 
west  from  Massachusetts.  Olney  Rounds,  the 
father  of  Emily,  was  a  pioneer  of  Medina 
county.  When  Thomas  B.  Monosmith  mar- 
ried he  and  his  wife  moved  into  Lorain  county, 
and  he  built  a  cheese  factory  at  Pittsfield, 
which  he  operated  four  years,  and  then  had 
charge  of  a  cheese  factory  in  the  town  of  Me- 
dina for  about  eight  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  at  Bay  City,  Michigan, 
where  he  continued  twelve  years.  In  1895  he 
suffered  financial  loss  in  the  panic,  and  since 
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then  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
vending  machines.  He  and  his  wife  now  re- 
side at  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

Olney  B.  Monosmith  attended  school  in  Me- 
dina until  twelve  years  old,  and  later  attended 
the  high  school  at  Bay  City,  Michigan.  He 
served  his  preceptorship  course  under  Dr.  E. 
D.  Sullivan,  a  graduate  of  McGill  University, 
of  Toronto,  Canada,  in  Bay  City,  Michigan, 
spending  most  of  this  period  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital,  in  Bay  City,  of  which  institution  Dr. 
Sullivan  was  surgeon-in-chief.  In  1890  he 
matriculated  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Illinois,  where  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1893.  After  graduating  he 
spent  one  year  and  a  half  in  Chicago,  devoting 
most  of  his  time  to  work  on  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat  diseases.  On  January  i,  1896,  Dr. 
Monosmith  located  in  Lorain,  and  since  1900 
has  made  a  specialty  of  the  eye,  ear,  nose  and 
throat,  giving  them  his  entire  time  and  atten- 
tion. In  1896  he  took  a  course  along  these 
lines  at  the  Chicago  Post  Graduate  School,  and 
in  1898  took  a  course  at  the  Chicago  Eye,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  College.  In  1900  he  took  a 
course  in  the  New  York  Post  Graduate  School, 
and  in  1902  a  course  in  the  Philadelphia  Poly- 
clinic. In  1905  Dr.  Monosmith  took  a  private 
course  with  Professor  J.  Halinger,  of  Chicago, 
on  diseases  of  the  ear.  He  has  contributed  to  med- 
ical science  a  nasal  speculum,  an  instrument  for 
examining  the  nasal  cavities,  given  to  the  pro- 
fession in  1900.  This  instrument  has  become 
known  and  used  all  over  the  world,  and  is  a 
great  blessing  to  the  human  race.  In  1902  he 
invented  an  eye  speculum,  an  instrument  for 
holding  the  lids  of  the  eye  open  for  perform- 
ing an  operation,  especially  useful  in  magnet 
operations ;  this  instrument  was  first  exhibited 
at  the  convention  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  in  Boston,  in  1903,  and  is  now  in 
general  use  throughout  the  civilized  world.  Dr. 
Monosmith  next  devised  an  enucleating  knife 
for  the  removal  of  the  eyeball :  previous  to  the 
invention  of  this  the  operation  was  performed 
entirely  with  scissors.  He  next  directed  his  at- 
tention to  the  invention  of  what  became  known 
as  the  ''paddle  knife,"  for  opening  the  drum- 
head of  the  ear  without  danger  of  penetrating 
the  brain  or  the  large  blood  vessel  of  the  neck ; 
this  he  presented  to  the  Ohio  State  Medical 
Association  in  1906.  The  first  three  of  these 
inventions  aSre  found  listed  in  every  catalogue 
of  surgical  instruments  for  use  in  operations 
on  the  organs  mentioned  above,  and  the  last 
named  invention  is  very  well  known  and  widely 


used.  In  19 10  Dr.  Monosmith  devised  a  full 
set  of  instruments  for  enucleating  the  tonsils. 

In  1908  Dr.  Monosmith  assisted  in  the  trans- 
lation of  Bezold's  text  book  on  Otology,  a 
classic  volume  on  the  ear.  He  stands  very 
high  in  his  profession,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  medical  staff  of  St.  Joseph's  Charity 
Hospital  of  Lorain  since  its  organization  in 
1898,  during  which  time  he  has  served  as  sec- 
retary of  the  staff.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
the  staff  of  Elyria  Memorial  Hospital.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Lorain  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, of  which  he  served  one  term  as  presi- 
dent, and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Medi- 
cal Society  and  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion. He  also  belongs  to  the  American  Acad- 
emy of  Ophthalmology  and  Otology.  Since 
he  first  became  interested  in  the  study  of 
medicine  Dr.  Monosmith  has  always  been  eager 
to  learn  all  he  could  of  the  science,  and  has 
kept  up  with  the  march  of  the  times,  always 
striving  to  live  up  to  his  great  natural  gifts  and 
ability  in  the  profession.  He  is  a  genial  and 
friendly  man  socially,  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  order  and  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Business  Men's  As- 
sociation and  the  American  Insurance  Union 
Society. 

Dr.  Monosmith  married,  in  I90i>  Fanny, 
daughter  of  Frank  Church,  a  native  of  Lorain, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Lois  Elain  and 
Lola.  They  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
church. 

Andrew  Squire,  a  leading  attorney  of 
the  Cleveland  bar,  is  a  native  of  Mantua,  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  born  on  October  21,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Martha 
(Wilmot)  Squire.  The  earliest  geneological 
tracings  of  his  family  point  to  a  substantial 
Scotch  and  English  ancestry,  were  later  identi- 
fied with  the  founding  of  the  pioneer  New 
England  communities,  and  in  1812  various 
members  migrated  to  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
and  were  associated  with  the  establishment  of 
the  young  commonwealth.  Andrew  J.,  the 
father,  was  born  in  181 5,  became  a  physician, 
in  1863  located  at  Hiram  and  practiced  there 
for  many  years.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
natives  of  Portage  county,  the  latter  dying  at 
Hiram  June  10,  1896,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years. 

After  attending  a  district  school  until  he 
was  eleven  years  of  age,  Andrew  Squire  was 
sent  to  the  Western  Reserve  Eclectic  Institute, 
at  Hiram,  and  two  years  later  the  family  lo- 
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cated  at  that  place.  The  son  continued  his 
studies  in  the  institute  until  1866,  when  he 
acceded  to  his  father's  wishes  by  going  to 
Cleveland  to  attend  medical  lectures.  Finding 
the  profession  of  law  more  to  his  liking,  how- 
ever, he  was  allowed  to  abandon  medicine  and 
devote  himself  to  Blacks  tone  and  Bouvier.  In 
1872,  after  graduating  from  Hiram  College,  he 
entered  the  law  offices  of  Cadwell  &  Marvin, 
and  the  state  supreme  court,  sitting  at  Colum- 
bus, December  3,  1873,  admitted  him  to  prac- 
tice. The  next  year  Mr.  Cadwell  was  elected 
to  the  bench  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and 
Mr.  Marvin  formed  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Squire,  which  continued  until  January  i,  1878. 
At  that  time  the  firm  was  Marvin,  Hart  & 
Squire.  Alphonso  Hart,  lieutenant  governor  of 
Ohio,  having  been  admitted  into  the  co-part- 
nership. Upon  the  date  named  Mr.  Squire  re- 
tired to  associate  himself  with  E.  J.  Estep, 
and  in  1882  Judge  Moses  R.  Dickey,  of  Mans- 
field, became  the  second  member  of  the  strong 
and  popular  firm  of  Estep,  Dickey  &  Squire. 
On  January  i,  1890,  Mr.  Squire  withdrew  and. 
with  Judge  William  B.  Sanders  (who  resigned 
from  the  bench)  and  James  H.  Dempsey, 
formed  the  present  firm  of  Squire,  Sanders  & 
Dempsey.  He  has  always  been  a  firm  Repub- 
lican and  was  a  delegate  to  the  St.  Louis  con- 
vention which  nominated  McKinley  for  presi- 
dent in  1896. 

Mr.  Squire  has  been  long  prominent  in  the 
educational,  commercial,  financial  and  civic  af- 
fairs of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  trustee  of  the 
Western  Reserve  Universitv,  as  well  as  of 
Hiram  College:  is  a  director  in  the  Bank  of 
Commerce.  Citizens'  Savings  &  Trust  Com- 
pany, Cleveland  Stone  Company,  Cleveland  & 
Pittsburg  Railroad,  Case  Library  and  other 
corporations,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland 
Sinking  Fund  Commission  and  a  trustee  of 
the  Garfield  Memorial  Association.  In  Masonry 
he  has  reached  the  thirty-third  degree,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Union,  Country,  Road- 
side, Yacht  and  Tippecanoe  Clubs  of  Cleve- 
land, and  of  the  University  Clubs,  both  of 
Cleveland  and  New  York.  Mr.  Squire  has 
been  twice  married.  Miss  Ella  Mott  became 
his  first  wife  in  1873,  Carl  A.  being  the  surviv- 
ing issue  of  this  union.  On  June  24,  1896,  Mr. 
Squire  wedded  Mrs.  Eleanor  Seymour  Sea, 
daughter  of  Belden  Seymour,  of  Cleveland. 
In  his  general  bearing  and  his  social,  business 
and  professional  relations,  Mr.  Squire  has  the 
distinct  stamp  of  a  man  of  balance  and  fine 
practical  judgment,  as  well  as  one  of  polish, 


geniality,  keenness  and  alertness.  It  is  these 
somewhat  diverse  qualities  which  are  so  well 
united  in  his  personality  that  give  him  his 
power  before  courts,  juries  and  the  public  at 
large. 

Charles  E.  Fisher,  the  substantial  and 
well-known  farmer  of  Palmyra  township.  Port- 
age county,  is  a  native  of  Deerfield  township, 
that  county,  born  June  30,  1857.  His  parents, 
Cornelius  and  Alice  (Olmstead)  Fisher,  and 
his  grandparents,  William  and  Sophia  (Si- 
monds)  Fisher,  were  all  born  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, so  that  the  family  has  been  identified  with 
the  progress  of  this  portion  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve for  many  years.  To  add  to  the  force  of 
this  statement,  it  mav  be  mentioned  that  of 
his  maternal  grandparents,  Ebenezer  and 
Laura  (Gilbert)  Olmstead,  his  grandmother 
was  also  a  native  of  Palmyra  township.  He  is 
the  elder  of  the  two  children  born  to  his 
parents,  his  sister  Amy  being  Mrs.  William  H. 
Brode,  of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  Fisher,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in 
the  district  and  select  schools  of  Palmyra  town- 
ship and  has  resided  at  Whippoorwill  Hill,  in 
Palmyra  township,  since  he  was  three  years  of 
age.  He  learned  the  stone  cutter's  trade  under 
his  father  and  his  uncle,  C.  S.  Olmstead.  Not 
long  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Fisher  purchased* 
a  portion  of  the  Buckley  farm,  adjoining  the 
family  homestead,  and  this  has  since  been  his 
residence.  He  has  engaged  both  in  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  interspersing  his 
agricultural  labors  with  his  work  as  a  skilled 
mason,  until  1909,  since  which  time  he  has 
solely  devoted  himself  to  the  operation  and  im- 
provement of  the  home  farm.  He  is  identified 
with  Paris  Tent,  No.  355,  of  Wayland,  K.  O. 
T.  M.,  but  otherwise  remained  unassociated 
with  the  work  of  the  secret  and  benevolent 
societies.  In  politics  a  Democrat,  he  has  faith- 
fully voted  but  has  had  no  aspirations  for  pub- 
lic advancement. 

In  March,  1879,  Mr.  Fisher  married  Miss 
Sallie  Phillips,  born  in  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania, 
January  27,  i8.';8,  and  a  daughter  of  Professor 
John  A.  and  Eh'zabeth  (Evans)  Phillips.  The 
children  born  of  this  union  were  as  follows: 
Grace,  now  Mrs.  Everett  Evans,  who  resides 
on  the  old  Fisher  farm,  and  Hal  A.  and  Burl 
O.,  who  reside  at  home — the  latter  taking  a 
course  in  veterinary  surgery.  Mr.  Fisher's 
first  wife  died  in  November,  1888,  and  in 
March,  1891,  he  married  Miss  Frances  Os- 
borne, a  native  of  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  daugh- 
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ter  of  James  and  Julia  (Hall)  Osborne,  her 
father  being  bom  in  Milton  township,  Mahon- 
ing county,  and  her  mother  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship, Portage  county.  The  two  children  of  the 
second  union  are  Georgia  and  Anna,  living  at 
home. 

George  A.  Clark^  one  of  the  foremost  citi- 
zens of  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  head  of  the  Clark 
Jewelry  Company,  was  born  at  Bellevue, 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  July  15,  1861,  and  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Hempstead)  Clark. 
Thev  were  natives  of  Suffolk  and  London, 
England,  respectively,  were  married  in  Lon- 
don, and  came  to  the  United  States  in  the 
spring  of  1852,  locating  at  Bellevue.  Joseph 
Clark  died  September  25,  1883,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years,  and  his  widow  died  in  1905, 
aged  seventy-six. 

George  A.  Clark  was  reared  in  Bellevue, 
where  he  received  his  education,  after  which 
he  learned  the  jewelry  business  and  the  watch- 
maker's trade.  He  first  engaged  in  business 
for  himself  in  a  small  way  in  1880  in  Ver- 
milion, Ohio,  and  in  January  of  the  following 
year  located  in  Lorain.  At  first  he  engaged  in 
business  in  Lorain  with  a  very  small  capital, 
occupying  one  corner  of  the  clothing  store  of 
T.  R.  Biowen,  located  on  Broadway,  having 
one  window  and  about  twentv  feet  back.  Thir- 
teen  montiis  later  he  moved  across  the  street 
and  occupied  a  store  with  W.  A.  Jewitt,  drug- 
gist, and  two  years  later  occupied  this  entire 
store,  where  he  remained  three  years.  Then, 
in  company  with  Mr.  Jewitt,  he  established 
himself  in  a  room  in  the  Wagner  block,  at  the 
comer  of  Broadway  and  East  Erie  avenue. 
Five  years  later  Mr.  Clark  purchased  forty- 
four  feet  front  at  314  Broadway  and  removed 
there,  with  Mr.  Jewitt;  the  latter  afterward 
moved  away,  leaving  Mr.  Clark  in  full  pos- 
.  session.  In  the  summer  of  1909  Mr.  Clark  en- 
tirely remodeled  both  the  exterior  and  in- 
terior of  his  store,  fitting  it  expressly  for  a 
jewelry  store.  In  April,  1909,  the  business 
was  incorporated  as  the  George  A.  Clark  Com- 
pany, with  Mr.  Clark  as  treasurer  and  general 
manager.  Mr.  Clark  has  b^en  paying  close 
attention  to  his  business  interests  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  is  an  expert  in  his  line.  He 
has  met  with  success,  and  has  built  up  a  good 
trade. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Clark  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  Republican  interests  in  Lorain,  and 
has  figured  conspicuously  in  public  affairs.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  public  service  board  of 


Lorain,  and  belongs  to  the  Board  of  Com- 
merce. He  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  In  the  former  he  has  become  a 
Knight  Templar. 

Mr.  Clark  married  Marv  S.  Pike,  who  was 
born  in  Vermilion,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Frank,  F.  Corrine  and  Gertrude  C. 

Robert  T.  Lloyd. — When  the  state  of  Ohio 
was  but  six  years  of  age,  and  only  nine  years 
after  Connecticut  had  relinquished  all  claims- 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  a  hardy  young  man 
of  Massachusetts  named  John  Uoyd  mounted 
his  horse  in  his  cultured  home  community  and 
commenced  his  long,  wearing  and  dangerous 
journey  toward  the  virtual  wilderness  between 
the  Great  Lakes  and  the  Ohio  river.  He  was 
the  advance  guard  of  a  prolific  and  honored 
family  whose  members  have  especially  contrib- 
uted to  the  prosperity  and  good  standing  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  bot|i  through  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  agricultural  interests  and  its 
professional  activities.  Further,  they  brought 
with  them  the  moral  stamina  of  their  New 
England  ancestors,  to  the  great  and  lasting 
good  of  the  communities  in  which  they  located. 

Returning  to  John  Lloyd,  the  original  pio- 
neer of  the  Western  Reserve,  it  is  recorded 
that  he  first  purchased  1,000  acres  of  land  of 
the  Dwight  land  owners  and  after  600  acres 
in  Bristol,  Morgan  county,  southeastern  Ohio, 
eventually  becoming  one  of  the  most  extensive 
land  owners  of  his  day.  After  some  years  he 
brought  his  wife  and  family  to  the  state,  which 
thereafter  he  considered  his  permanent  home, 
both  southern  and  northern  Ohio  (but  partic- 
ularly the  latter)  witnessing,  the  worthy  labors 
of  his  descendants  in  after  years.  The  three 
children  of  John  Lloyd,  all  bom  in  Massachu- 
setts, were  Thomas,  Roxanna  and  Leicester. 
Thomas  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  Ohio  state 
militia,  and  died  at  Wickliffe.  Lake  county,  as 
the  result  of  a  fall  from  his  horse.  Roxanna 
married  Joel  Smith  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children.  For  several  vears  after 
their  marriage  they  resided  at  Bristol,  Morgan 
county,  but  not  long  afterward  sold  their  prop- 
erty and  settled  in  Kentucky. 

I^icester  Lloyd,  the  father  of  Robert  T., 
was  born  in  Blandford,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
2d  day  of  March,  1798,  receiving  his  early 
education  at  that  place  and  completing  it  at 
Williams  College,  Williamstown,  that  state. 
Afterward  he  taught  school  for  a  time,  became 


1458 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


a  seaman,  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  bar.  Although  he  practiced  for  a  short 
time,  his  active  temperament  induced  him  to 
enter  the  stirring  field  of  western  pioneering. 
Coming  to  the  Western  Reserve,  he  located 
on  500  acres  of  land  near  Wickliffe,  Lake 
county —  this  fine  tract  being  a  gift  from  his 
father — and  was  there  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death,  November  14,  1875.  Leicester 
Lloyd  also  became  a  prominent  citizen  in  many 
respects,  the  activity  and  talents  which  he  dis- 
played in  the  furtherance  of  the  state  militia 
finally  advancing  him  to  tlie  rank  of  general. 
On  February  15,  182 1,  at  Fort  Ann,  New 
York,  he  married  Miss  Sarah  Osborn.  His 
wife  was  a  native  of  Blandford,  Massachusetts, 
where  she  was  born  December  18,  1798,  and 
died  at  WickliflFe,  Ohio,  mother  of  the  follow- 
ing :  Theodore  John,  born  in  Willoughby,  Lake 
county,  April  8,  1822,  died  in  the  western  part 
of  Ohio,  where  he  settled  in  early  life  and 
married  Miss  Mary  Eddy ;  Charles  Smith,  who 
was  born  August  17,  1824,  settled  in  Wisconsin 
and  married;  Elizabeth  Roxanna,  born  March 
15,  1827,  who  married  Franklin  Knapp,  of 
Geneva,  and  died  in  1904;  Mary  Ann,  born 
July  10,  1829,  who  died  in  Ashtabula  countj^, 
unmarried ;  Sarah  Almira,  who  was  born  April 
26,  1831,  and  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Hurl- 
but,  of  Iowa ;  Robert  Thompson,  whose  sketch 
follows ;  Leicester  Hamilton,  born  December 
^3*  1835,  who  married  Mary  E.  Strong: 
George  Lewis,  born  August  9,  1838,  married 
and  a  resident  of  Wisconsin ;  and  Harriet 
Lucinda,  who  was  born  January  3,  1843,  «i"^l 
married  John  Ferguson,  of  Madison,  Ohio. 

Robert  T.  Lloyd  was  born  on  the  parental 
homestead  in  Wickliffe,  Lake  county,  March 
24,  1833,  obtained  his  elementary  education  in 
the  district  schools,  and  supplemented  his 
earlier  studies  by  a  course  at  the  Kirtland 
Academy.  A  few  winters  of  his  early  man- 
hood were  spent  as  a  lumberman  in  the  Wis- 
consin camps,  and  later  he  located  15,000  acres 
of  land  in  south  Georgia.  For  some  time 
after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Rose  M.  Myers, 
in  1868,  Mr.  Lloyd  resided  in  Wickliffe,  thence 
coming  to  Harpersfield  township,  where  he 
purchased  the  farm  upon  which  he  still  resides. 
He  has  been  successfully  and  continuously  en- 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  his  judi- 
cious and  tasteful  improvements  of  the  place 
have  transformed  it  into  a  comfortable,  attrac- 
tive and  valuable  country  estate. 


John  Corydon  Hutchins.  —  Trumbull 
county  and  the  Western  Reserve  are  indebted 
for  much  of  their  substantial  progress  and 
high  civic  standing  to  three  generations  of  the 
Hutchins  family,  whose  careers  have  formed 
vital  elements  in  the  history  of  northern  Ohio. 
Samuel  Hutchins,  grandfather  of  John  C,  in 
1798  accompanied  a  surveying  party  from  Con- 
necticut, located  at  Vienna,  and  the  solemniza- 
tion of  his  marriage  was  the  first  wedding  be- 
tween white  people  in  Trumbull  county.  His 
son,  John  Hutchins,  was  born  in  that  county  in 
1 81 2.  married  Miss  Rlioda  M.  Andrews,  and 
became  the  father  of  John  Corydon.  As  a 
young  man  he  moved  from  Vienna  to  Warren, 
there  studying  law  with  Governor  Tod  and 
subsequently  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Tod,  Hoffman  &  Hutchins.  For  many  years 
he  practiced  his  profession  throughout  the 
Western  Reserve,  attaining  high  rank  both  in 
his  profession  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  state 
and  nation.  His  valued  public  service  included 
terms  in  the  Ohio  legislature  and  the  congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  representative 
in  the  national  body  from  the  district  embrac- 
ing  Trumbull  and  Ashtabula  counties  he  ably 
guarded  his  constituents'  interests  at  that  crit- 
ical period  in  the  country's  history  just  before 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  for  some  vears 
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aftenvard. 

John  C.  Hutchins  was  born  at  Warren  in 
1840,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  that  place,  at  Oberlin  College  and 
the  Albany  Law  School.  His  service  as  a 
Union  soldier,  however,  preceded  the  comple- 
tion of  his  professional  studies.  In  the  summer 
of  1 86 1  he  became  a  member  of  the  Second 
Ohio  cavalry,  and  was  successfully  promoted  to 
be  second  lieutenant,  first  lieutenant  and  act- 
ing captain.  A  severe  accident  compelled  his 
resignation  in  1863,  and  upon  the  restoration 
of  his  health  he  commenced  the  study  of  the 
law  in  his  father's  office  at  Warren.  He  be- 
came a  student  at  the  Albany  Law  School  in 
t86.S,  in  the  following  year  took  his  degree  of 
bachelor  of  laws,  and  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted to  practice  by  the  New  York  court  of 
appeals.  He  then  returned  to  Ohio,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Canfield,  and  commenced 
practice  at  Youngstown  in  partnership  with 
General  Sanderson.  Locating  at  Cleveland  in 
1868,  Mr.  Hutchins  formed  a  partnership  with 
his  father  and  Judge  Tngersoll,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hutchins  &  Tngersoll,  subsequently 
becoming  the  junior  member  of  John  and  J.  C. 
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Hutchins.  In  1877  he  was  elected  prosecut- 
ing attorney  of  Cuyahoga  county,  and  after 
serving  his  term  of  two  years  resumed  gen- 
eral practice  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Hutch- 
ins, Campbell  &  Johnson.  He  began  his  fine 
judicial  career  in  1883  by  his  election  to  the 
bench  of  the  municipal  court,  and  after  serv- 
ing thus  four  years  took  up  private  practice 
alone.  In  1892  he  was  elected  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Cuyahoga  county, 
but  resigned  in  1895  to  accept  the  postmaster- 
ship  of  Cleveland,  retiring  therefrom  in  the 
fall  of  1899  to  resume  the  general  practice  of 
his  profession,  which  has  not  since  been  in- 
terrupted. Quite  early  in  his  residence  at 
Cleveland  he  also  became  interested  and  active 
in  various  public  matters  of  a  municipal  na- 
ture. At  one  time  he  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  and  was  identified  with 
the  public  library  board  for  thirteen  years, 
seven  of  which  he  was  its  president.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  his  professional  practice 
has  embraced  many  of  the  leading  cases  which 
have  been  brought  to  trial  in  both  the  civil  and 
criminal  courts,  and  that  no  member  of  the 
bar  has  earned  a  higher  or  a  broader  reputa- 
tion for  successful  issues  earned  by  strictly 
honorable  means. 

Judge  Hutchins  is  a  man  of  fine  presence 
and  a  fluent  and  forcible  speaker,  who  is  much 
sought  on  public  occasions  not  connected  with 
the  court  room.  Possessed  of  a  very  retentive 
memory,  he  has ^  also  the  pleasing  faculty  of 
applying  his  knowledge  at  the  proper  time  and 
place.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Loyal  Legion 
and  in  1897  was  elected  junior  vice-com- 
mander of  the  Ohio  commandery,  his  talents 
as  a  speaker  and  his  hearty  comradeship  mak- 
ing him  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  popular 
members.  In  short,  although  a  profound 
lawyer  and  a  deep  student  of  general  literature 
and  history,  the  judge  is  a  most  companion- 
able man,  and  has  hosts  of  warm  friends  as 
well  as  earnest  admirers,  a  considerable  class 
of  the  latter  being  those  who  still  survive  as 
the  associates  of  his  earnest  and  ambitious  boy- 
hood days  in  Trumbull  county. 

Howard  Huron  King,  for  many  years  a 
leader  in  the  agricultural  and  civic  progress  of 
Hiram  township.  Portage  county,  inherits  his 
stable  and  able  traits  from  a  fine  old  Vermont 
family.  It  has  been  assisting  to  create  the 
history  of  the  township  and  county  since  1836, 
when  the  grandfather,  John  King,  started 
with  his  children  for  the  wilderness  which  then 


held  sway  over  northwestern  Pennsylvania 
and  northern  Ohio.  He  had  been  a  lumber-  ' 
man  in  the  Green  mountains;  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  had  married  Celesta  Miles  at 
Shaftsbury,  Bennington  county,  that  state.  As 
to  the  origin  of  the  family,  it  may  be  added 
that  England  was  its  first  authenticated  home, 
and  its  American  forbears  were  "Mayflower" 
pilgrims.  The  good  wife  of  John  King  died 
in  Vermont,  and  it  was  therefore  only  his 
children  that  he  loaded  into  his  farm  wagon, 
drawn  by  a  team  of  sturdy  Morgan  horses,  and 
started  for  his  far-distant  destination  (as  dis- 
tances were  measured  in  the  thirties).  The 
family  spent  the  first  night  at  Troy,  New  York, 
its  older  members  being  thrown  into  a  panic 
by  the  temporary  disappearance  of  young 
David,  then  three  years  of  age,  whose  infantile 
longing  for  his  Vermont  home  had  prompted 
him  to  turn  his  face  and  footsteps  toward  the 
Green  Mountains.  But  the  ambitious  baby 
was  captured  before  he  had  gone  far  and  the 
family  proceeded  westward,  crossing  the  Hud- 
son on  a  flatboat  propelled  by  Indians,  and 
continuing  their  land  trip  through  central  and 
western  New  York  and  northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  Western  Reserve.  Stopping 
for  a  short  time  at  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  the  pioneer  of  the  King  family  drove 
slowly  and  carefully  through  the  forests,  with 
deer,  wild  turkeys  and  wolves  plentiful  around 
him,  and  after  three  days  of  anxious  journey- 
ing reached  his  destination  in  what  is  now 
Hiram  township,  Portage  county.  The  little 
runaway.  David,  who  had  been  born  in  Ver- 
mont May  29,  1833,  was  reared  in  the  lo- 
cality, with  his  two  brothers,  and  became  so 
attached  to  the  country  that  he  never  evinced 
a  second  inclination  to  wander  away,  either  to 
his  Vermont  home  or  elsewhere.  He  has  be- 
come one  of  the  most  prosperous  farmers  and 
most  substantial  citizens  of  the  county,  being 
closely  and  prominently  identified  with  all 
Grano^e  movements,  a  Mason  of  honorable 
standing  and  for  many  years  one  of  the  most 
active  and  able  members  of  the  school  board. 
On  the  Fourth  of  July,  1855,  he  celebrated  his 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Jane  Everitt,  who 
was  born  September  25.  1832,  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Nancy  (Wintersteen)  Everitt.  The 
children  of  this  union  are  Howard  H.,  of  this 
sketch,  and  Florence  A.  King. 

Howard  Huron  King  was  born  November 
26,  1858,  within  half  a  mile  of  his  present 
homestead  in  Hiram  township,  just  over  the 
line  in  Mantua  township.    After  attending  dis- 
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trier  5c!ttx>(  near  iiis  present  botoe  and  sdecr 
iciif»i  2t  llanda.  Staiiofu  he  gz¥e  ins  entire 
attention  to  ixia  rarhers  arm  interests.  After 
h^  macniatgc  ht  porciased  his  present  farm 
and  hrjaxstad  azki  has  since  devoted  himsrif 
to  its  iniffny^rtaient  2nd  to  his  czC2cn  dnties. 
The  latter,  in  his  esmnatfoc,  include  raithfol 
servxe  to  the  pabtic  as  indicated  by  the  wishes 
of  his  associates.  Uke  his  father,  he  has  lon^ 
been  a  member  of  the  s<±i>jI  board,  the  cocn- 
bcned  servure  of  the  two  coTertng  half  a  ccn- 
ttrrr.  and  is  als»j  actire  in  the  work  of  the  local 
^prange.  On  November  12,  1889,  ^Ir.  King 
married  Miss  Corrie  \'-  Mason,  daughter  of 
fohn  G.  and  Eniilv  <'AIhm;  Mason,  oi  Hiram, 
chis  cocnm'-  Their  six  children  were  as  fol- 
>>ws :  B^bmcht  Emilv.  bom  December  30,  1890. 
who  died  at  Hiram  October  9,  1901 ;  Hazd 
Lacy,  who  was  bom  January  25.  1893:  Elthel 
Mabet  bom  Febmary  16.  1895;  Forrest 
Mason^  bom  March  21,  1897;  Latira  May. 
bom  May  27,  1900,  and  Allyn  Everitt,  bom 
December  12,  I9>2.  All  of  the  foregoing  were 
bom  on  t!^  family  homestead  now  occnpied. 
Mrs.  King  was  bom  at  Hiram  March  20.  1858. 
to  the  marriage  of  ilr.  and  Mrs.  John  G. 
Mason,  whidi  occurred  August  7,  1856.  at 
Xelson  Lodges,  Ohio.  Three  children  were 
bom  to  this  tmion.  Mrs.  King's  father,  who 
was  bom  at  Hiram,  in  1832,  died  at  that  place 
April  2J,  1902 ;  her  mother  is  still  living.  Both 
sides  of  the  family  are  of  English  origin  and 
the  Alhtis  were  earlv  settlers  of  Connecticut- 
The  first  of  the  Masons  to  locate  in  the  West- 
em  Reserve  was  Camot,  the  grandfather  of 
>frs.  King,  who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Hiram. 

CoRXELiL'S  Fisher. — The  late  Cornelius 
Fisher  was  long  a  prominent  figure  in  the  a^- 
cultural  progress  of  southeastern  Portage 
county  and  was  also  identified  with  the  stone 
construction  of  many  of  the  highways  of  the 
locality.  He  was  a  faithful  and  capable  work- 
er in  whatever  he  undertook,  and  his  record 
as  a  husband,  father  and  citizen  is  unblemished. 
Little  more  can  be  said  to  the  credit  of  any 
.American. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  a  native  of  Palmvra  town- 
ship.  Portage  county,  bom  July  16,  1831.  son 
of  William  and  Sophia  (Simonds)  Fisher — 
the  father  and  mother  both  being  Pennsyl- 
vanians.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
Zachariah  and  Margaret  CMcDaniel)  Fisher, 
respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  and 
the     maternal     grandparents,     Nicholas     and 


•  i.ackler  t  r^imonds.  bcch  :£  liie  Key- 
:?tone  state,  •jrandfamer  Sinnimfs  was  rie 
nrst  xo  drive  across  die  motmEains  wirfi  :x 
teams  and  setiLe  in  Palmyra  a^wnsini:.  -ariier^ 
he  purchased  400  acres  of  tiinber  lanii  fnm  rhe 
Connecticirt  Lami  Company.  Larer  riie  r^isher 
.grandparents  traveled  by  ox  team  trcm  ? 


sylTania  and  ijcateii  on  a  arm  aiijoinin^  trie 
Simonds  family.  Tbe  next  impcrtanr  step  in 
the  history  of  the  families  was  their  :~»:c: 
throtigh  the  marriage  of  WiZiam  FLsher  ini 
Sophia  Simijnds.  and  the  ixation  of  the  ::-r- 
mer  on  a  portion  of  his  other's  fe^me  place. 
Their  son  Coraeliiis  resided  widi  hs  parents 
raitil  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age.  when  he  ccci- 
menced  to  work  for  hinTseLf  as  a  farm  hard 
in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania-  He  was  tmis  en- 
staged  until  his  marriage  in  1853.  when  he 
rented  a  farm  in  Deerneld  township,  operate*! 
it  for  a  time,  and  thext  porchased  a  portion  of 
his  father-in-law's  place,  whkA  was  unim- 
proved. Upon  this  land  he  erected  a  residence 
and  comrenient  bams  aiKi  besides  working  and 
improvii^  his  farm  engaged  in  stotxe  construc- 
tion work  on  countv  highways.  In  a  wori  he 
was  a  faithfuL  indnstriotis  man.  who  never 
hesitated  to  asstnne  any  kind  of  work  provided 
!t  was  honorable.  In  1865  he  di^x)sed  of  his 
property  in  Pahnyra  township  aixl  bot^:fat  a 
farm  in  Paris  township,  which  was  his  home- 
stead until  1874,  when  he  became  the  owner  of 
107  acres  of  the  old  Ohnstead  homestead, 
which  had  then  been  in  possession  of  his  wife's 
family  for  sixty-eight  years.  This,  then,  be- 
came the  Fisher  homestead,  upon  which  Cor- 
nelius died  on  November  20.  1905.  Since  his 
decease  his  widow  has  resided  with  her  chil- 
dren in  Portage  county. 

On  November  6,  1853.  ^r-  Fisher  mar- 
ried Miss  .-Vlice  Olmstead.  who  was  bom  in 
Palmyra  to^Tiship  .\pril  14.  1837,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Laura  Ann  (Gil- 
bert )  Olmstead.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Litchfield  count\%  Connecticut,  and  her  mother, 
of  that  to^-nship.  and  of  her  grandparents. 
\\'illiam  Sweet  Olmstead  was  a  native  of  New 
York  and  .\nna  <  \\'anzer )  Olmstead  was  of 
Litchfield  countv-.  Connecticut.  The  maternal 
grandparents.  Charles  and  Amelia  ( Batter- 
*on  )  Gilbert,  were  both  natives  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  in  1806.  when  they  settled  in  Palmyra 
township,  they  were  among  the  first  to  locate 
in  what  was  then  the  wilderness  of  the  West- 
em  Reserve.  In  1826  the  Olmsteads  came  to 
Portage  county  and  settled  at  Rootstown. 
After  living  there  two  vears.  William  S.  Olm- 
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stead  bought  a  tract  of  more  than  300  acres 
of  land,  which  he  skilfully  improved  and  made 
a  homestead  until  the  time  of  his  death.  After 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ebenezer  Olm- 
stead  the  parents  lived  on  the  old  homestead 
until  1874,  when  they  retired  to  Ravenna  to 
quietly  spend  the  remainder  of  their  lives — 
the  father  dying  December  8,  1882,  and  the 
mother  in  February,  1897.  It  was  a  portion 
of  this  fine  old  place  which  Cornelius  Fisher 
purchased  in  the  year  of  the  Olmsteads*  re- 
tirement to  Ravenna.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher,  viz:  Charles  E.,  a 
resident  of  Palmyra  township,  and  Amy  E., 
who  married  William  H.  Erode,  a  Ravenna 
machinist,  and  is  the  mother  of  Henry  C. 
Stump,  a  son  by  a  former  marriage. 

Edward  C.  Essex^  chief  of  the  Lorain  fire 
department  and  one  of  the  best-known  fire 
chiefs  in  the  state,  was  born  in  Penfield  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  September  26,  1868. 
He  is  a  son  of  Simon  and  Catherine  (Lee) 
Essex;  the  father  was  born  in  Germany  and 
died  in  1875,  ^^^  ^^^  mother,  who  was  born 
in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  died  in  1877. 

Chief  Essex  lived  on  a  farm  in  Penfield 
township  until  1881,  attending  the  district 
school  during  the  winters.  He  came  to  Lorain 
city  and  began  an  apprenticeship  as  brass  fin- 
isher and  pattern  maker  with  the  Joel  Hayden 
Brass  Works,  and  in  1887  removed  to  Cleve- 
land and  there  worked  at  his  trade  for  nine 
months.  Returning  to  Lorain,  he  re-entered 
the  employ  of  the  Joel  Hayden  Brass  Works, 
which  was  changed  to  United  Brass  Company 
and  later  to  the  Lorain  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany. He  continued  with  this  company  thir- 
teen years,  and  spent  three  years  in  business 
on  his  own  account,  as  the  Essex  Manufactur- 
ing Company,  which  he  sold  to  a  firm  in  De- 
troit, Michigan,  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
National  Vapor  Stove  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  eight  years  as  tool 
maker. 

Chief  Essex  has  been  identified  with  the  fire 
department  of  Lorain  for  over  twenty-seven 
years,  being  an  honorary  charter  member  (as 
he  joined  before  coming  of  age),  and  has  held 
the  position  of  chief  over  fourteen  years.  In 
1906  he  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  department,  which  has  since  been 
his  sole  occupation,  and  since  then  has  drawn 
full  pay  for  his  services.  Under  his  manage- 
ment the  department  has  been  built  up  from 
two  volunteer  companies  to  seven  fire  depart- 


ment houses  and  twenty-three  head  of  horses, 
with  twenty-one  regular  firemen  and  one  hun- 
dred volunteers.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lorain  County  Volunteer  Firemen's  Associa- 
tion, also  of  the  Ohio  Fire  Chiefs'  Associa- 
tion, and  of  the  International  Fire  Chiefs'  As- 
sociation. He  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of 
the  citizens  of  Lorain,  and  his  many  years'  ex- 
perience in  the  fire  department  renders  his 
services  valuable  in  the  capacity  in  which  he 
serves.  He  is  enterprising  and  ambitious,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  cause  of  prog- 
ress. 

Mr.  Essex  married  Jessie  B.,  daughter  of 
Walter  S.  Rose,  born  in  Lorain,  and  they  have 
three  children,  namely:  Myrle  Edna,  Kenneth 
Malcolm  and  Catherine  Louise. 

Horace  E.  Matteson. — A  man  of  sterling 
integrity  and  worth,  possessing  eminent  busi- 
ness qualifications  and  ability,  Horace  E.  Mat- 
teson, late  of  Seville,  was  for  many  years 
intimately  associated  with  the  leading  interests 
of  this  part  of  Medina  county,  and  was  widely 
known  and  highly  respected.  A  son  of  Cyrus 
Matteson,  he  was  born,  October  11,  1826,  in 
Tompkins  county.  New  York,  and  died  in 
Seville,  Ohio,  April  25,  1904. 

Cyrus  Matteson,  a  native  of  New  York 
state,  came  with  his  family  to  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  in  1836,  settling  in  the  midst  of  the 
green  woods.  A  man  of  indomitable  resolution 
and  perseverance,  he  cleared  over  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  forest  land,  improved  a  good 
farm,  and  was  there  employed  in  mixed  hus- 
bandry until  his  death  in  1870,  his  home- 
stead in  Litchfield  township  being  then  one  of 
the  best  in  that  part  of  the  county.  He  mar- 
ried Catherine  Maydale,  also  a  native  of  New 
York  state,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children.  She  survived  him  a  number  of 
years,  passing  away  in  1887. 

The  fourth  child  born  to  his  parents,  Horace 
E.  Matteson  received  his  rudimentarv  educa- 
tion  in  the  district  schools,  completing  his 
early  studies  in  the  Seville  Academy.  In  his 
eighteenth  year  he  began  teaching  and  taught 
several  winter  terms  in  the  country.  When 
the  (jhio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company  was 
organized  he  became  its  agent,  and  had  the 
honor  of  writing,  in  1849,  the  first  applica- 
tion of  this  old  and  reliable  company.  With 
this  company  Mr.  Matteson  was  connected  for 
more  than  four  decades,  being  one  of  its  most 
popular  and  successful  agents.  Taking  the 
agency  of  Mahoning  county  in  1865,  ^^^  was 
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there  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  for 
seventeen  years,  having  his  headquarters  at 
Seville.  Mr.  Matteson  then  engaged  in  the 
clothing  business,  also  carrying  on  merchant 
tailoring,  and  built  up  a  very  prosperous  busi- 
ness, which  he  conducted  until  1887,  when  he 
turned  it  over  to  his  son,  Clifford  B.  Matteson, 
thenceforward  living  retired. 

Mr.  Matteson  married,  in  1852,  Mary  Hul- 
burt,  who  was  born  in  Westfield  township, 
Medina  county,  where  her  parents,  Halsey  and 
Betsey  (Moses)  Hulburt  settled  after  their 
marriage  in  1831,  coming  from  Litchfield 
county,  Connecticut,  to  Ohio.  Five  children 
were  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Matte- 
son, namely:  Ida  M.,  widow  of  Loren  S. 
Saner,  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Charles  F.,  an  in- 
surance agent,  who  succeeded  his  father,  and 
lives  in  Youngs  town;  Claude  L.,  engaged  in 
the  lumber,  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness in  Seville;  Clifford,  a  dry  goods  and 
clothing  merchant  of  Seville ;  Halsey  H.,  a  pro- 
fessor in  a  Chicago  high  school ;  Mary  I.,  wife 
of  Hollis  Wilbur,  now  of  Japan,  foreign  ad- 
visor to  the  secretaries  there  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association;  and  David  Ma- 
dole,  a  prominent  dentist  of  Clinton,  Michigan. 
Mrs.  Mary  I.  Wilbur  is  a  member  and  the 
chaplain  of  the  Jonathan  Dayton  Chapter, 
D.  A.  R.  Mrs.  Matteson,  a  bright  and  active 
woman,  with  mental  faculties  undimmed,  still 
occupies  the  homestead  in  Seville,  and  in  the 
substantial  frame  house  in  which  she  has  lived 
so  many  years  delights  to  entertain  her  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren.  She  is  a  woman  of 
gentle  and  genial  ways  and  manners  and  is 
held  in  high  esteem  by  a  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  and  acquaintances. 

Dereath  R.  Holcomb. — A  skilful  and 
thrifty  farmer,  keeping  well  abreast  of  the 
times,  Dereath  R.  Holcomb  is  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  development  and  growth  of  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Perry  township,  Lake 
county,  and  holds  an  assured  position  among 
its  respected  and  valued  citizens.  He  was  born 
December  18,  184^,  in  Leroy  township,  Lake 
county,  a  son  of  Marcus  Holcomb.  He  comes 
of  honored  New  England  ancestry,  his  grand- 
father, Joel  Holcomb,  having  been  born  and 
bred  in  Granbv,  Hartford  countv,  Connecticut. 

Joel  Holcomb,  born  in  1760,  was  an  ardent 
patriot  and  in  1778,  when  but  eighteen  years 
old,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  for  eight  months  serving  under  Colonel 
Samuel  Wylly,  and  was  afterward  connected 


with  the  Connecticut  militia  during  the  strug- 
gle for  independence.  He  subsequently  lived 
a  short  time  in  Massachusetts,  from  there  go- 
ing to  Onondaga  county,  New  York.  In  1820, 
accompanied  by  his  family  and  the  family  of 
his  son-in-law,  Elisha  Patch,  he  came  to  Ohio, 
making  the  removal  with  ox  teams,  his  daugh- 
ters, Fanny  and  Nancy,  walking  the  entire  dis- 
tance. Purchasing  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in 
Leroy  township,  Lake  county,  he  began  ^he 
improvement  of  a  homestead,  laboring  with 
true  pioneer  grit  and  courage.  He  cleared  a 
good  farm,  on  which  he  spent  his  last  years, 
dying  in  1847.  He  was  a  man  of  influence  and 
prominence,  and  as  one  of  the  participants  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  was  buried  with  mili- 
tary honors,  a  large  concourse  of  people 
gathering  at  his  funeral,  his  body  being  laid 
to  rest  in  the  Paine  Hollow  cemetery.  He  mar- 
ried Sarah  Warner,  and  to  them  five  children 
were  born,  as  follows:  Sally  married  Elisha 
Patch,  and  spent  her  last  years  in  Leroy  town- 
ship; Seymour,  who  served  in  Brown's  army, 
at  Buffalo,  during  the  War  of  1812,  died  in 
middle  life,  in  Leroy  township ;  Fanny  married 
James  Wright,  and  died  in  the  same  locality: 
Nancy  married  Abel  Washburn,  and  settled 
in  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  and  Marcus. 

Marcus  Holcomb,  born  April  20,  1802,  in 
Granby,  Connecticut,  was  eighteen  years  old 
when  he  came  with  the  family  to  Lake  county. 
He  was  an  earnest  worker,  performing  his  full 
share  in  clearing  the  parental  homestead.  He 
subsequently  worked  in  the  old  Railroad  and 
Concord  furnaces,  which  he  helped  build.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  physical  strength,  an  ex- 
pert woodsman,  and  he  and  his  friend,  Samuel 
Taylor,  always  received  extra  pay  as  wood 
choppers.  Buying  land  in  Leroy  township,  he 
improved  a  farm  from  forest,  and  lived  there 
until  1852,  when  he  settled  on  the  River  road, 
in  Perry  township.  In  1861  he  moved  to 
Painesville,  and  in  1864  assumed  possession 
of  the  present  Holcomb  homestead  at  Lane  vil- 
lage, in  Perry  township.  Here  he  carried  on 
farming  many  years,  in  the  meantime  selling 
off  all  of  his  land  excepting  the  Lane  farm  of 
100  acres.  He  died  July  24,  1880,  after  living 
retired  from  active  pursuits  for  a  few  seasons. 
In  his  earlier  years  he  was  a  Whig,  but  after 
the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  was  one 
of  the  supporters  of  its  principles. 

On  February  27,  1833,  he  married  Lovisa 
Brooks,  who  was  born  in  Bennington,  Ver- 
mont, in  May.  1807,  and  came  in  1815  to  Lake 
county  with  her  father,  David  Brooks,  who 
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settled  on  the  South  Ridge  road,  a  mile  west 
of  Madison,  and  there  cleared  a  farm  on  which 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  She  died 
October  29,  1883,  and  was  buried  beside  her 
husband  in  Painesville  cemetery.  She  reared 
three  children,  namely:  Delorma,  a  retired 
farmer  and  merchant,  lives  in  Madison,  Ohio ; 
Lidora,  who  married  Walter  Palmer,  a  mer- 
chant in  Painesville,  died  in  1909;  and 
Dereath  R. 

In  1864  Dereath  R.  Holcomb  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  present  homestead,  which  he 
managed  at  first  for  his  father.  He  labored 
with  energy  to  improve  the  land,  and  has  since 
come  into  possession  of  the  place.  As  a  gen- 
eral farmer  he  is  carrying  on  a  substantial 
business,  each  year  raising  abundant  harvests 
of  the  crops  common  to  this  region.  He  has 
100  acres  of  rich  and  fertile  land,  with  im- 
provements of  an  excellent  character.  The 
house,  which  is  in  a  good  condition,  was  built 
by  the  original  owner  of  the  property,  Moses 
Baker. 

On  May  20,  1869,  Mr.  Holcomb  married 
Emma  Giampion,  a  daughter  of  Joel  and 
Jemima  (Gardner)  Champion.  She  died  in 
early  life,  leaving  one  child,  Frances,  wife  of 
L.  E.  Winchell,  of  Painesville,  an  employe  of 
the  American  Express  Company.  Mr.  Hol- 
comb married  second,  April  14,  1897,  Lucy 
Breed,  who  was  born  in  Titusville,  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  daughter  of  Amos  Breed,  of  Perry 
township.  Politically  Mr.  Holcomb  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  of- 
ficial honors. 

William  Kean. — A  thriving  and  well-to- 
do  agriculturist  of  Portage  county,  William 
Kean  is  the  owner  of  a  well-appointed  and 
well-managed  farm  in  Deerfield  township, 
where  he  is  numbered  among  the  enterprising 
and  active  business  men  who  have  so  largely 
contributed  towards  its  industrial  development. 
A  son  of  Robert  and  Ann  (McArthur)  Kean, 
he  was  born  January  22,  1830,  in  Sterling- 
shire,  Scotland,  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 

From  the  age  of  ten  years  William  Kean 
has  been  self  supporting.  Leaving  home  at 
that  time  he  worked  on  various  farms,  remain- 
ing  in  his  native  land  until  1850,  when,  with 
the  laudable  desire  of  bettering  his  condition, 
he  sailed  for  New  York,  being  thirty-two  days 
in  crossing  the  ocean.  Immediately  starting 
westward  he  came  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence 
by  a  lake  boat  to  Cleveland,  from  there  travel- 
ing by    stage   to    Palmyra,    Portage    county. 
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After  working  out  as  a  farm  hand  for  two 
years,  Mr.  Kean  bought  a  tract  of  land  in 
that  vicinity,  and  on  his  farm  of  seventy  acres 
was  successfully  employed  in  tilling  the  soil 
for  thirty  years.  A  vein  of  coal  being  dis- 
covered on  his  land,  he  sold  it  at  an  advantage 
to  coal  operators  in  1888.  At  once  locating 
in  Deerfield  township,  Mr.  Kean  bought  his 
present  estate  of  eighty  acres,  and  was  here 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
nearly  a  score  of  years,  managing  his  farm 
himself.  In  1907  he  took  a  trip  to  Scotland,  his 
old  home,  and  while  away  was  so  seriously 
injured  by  breaking  the  ligaments  of  his  right 
leg  as  to  permanently  incapacitate  him  for 
manual  labor,  although  his  physical  health  is 
otherwise  good. 

Mr.  Kean  married  on  June  15,  1851,  Cather- 
ine Fram,  who  was  born  in  Edinburghshire, 
Scotland,  and  came  with  her  parents,  Robert 
and  Agnes  (Meek)  Fram,  to  Palmyra,  Ohio, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives, 
engaged  in  farming.  The  golden  wedding 
anniversary  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kean  was  fit- 
tingly celebrated  June  15,  1901.  Mrs.  Kean 
died  in  March  of  1902,  leaving  no  children, 
and  a  grand-niece,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Anna  Drake,  has  since  lived  with  Mr.  Kean. 
Miss  Drake  married,  February  18,  1903,  Will- 
iam Helsel,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Catherine,  Thelma  and  Ralph.  Politically  Mr. 
Kean  supports  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party  by  voice  and  vote,  and  religiously  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Charles  W.  Davis,  a  well-known  citizen  of 
Lorain,  Ohio,  and  an  extensive  dealer  in  real 
estate,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Harrison  county, 
native  of  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio.  The  grandfather,  Presley  Davis, 
was  also  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  came  to 
Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  about  1850.  James 
H.  Davis  was  born  in  1844,  and  his  wife  in 
1845  J  th^y  ^^c  living  in  Harrison  county.  Her 
father,  Pasco  Eslick,  was  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
a  pioneer  of  Harrison  county. 

Presley  Davis  served  in  the  Civil  war,  and 
died  while  in  service.  His  son,  James  H. 
Davis,  served  in  Company  F,  Fifty-first  Ohio 
regiment  of  volunteer  infantry,  going  out  in 
1 86 1,  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  and 
he  returned  in  1865.  He  is  a  stonecutter  by 
trade,  and  is  now  farming  on  the  old  home- 
stead, which  he  owns  and  which  was  the  birth- 
place of  his  wife,  also  of  Charles  W.,  their  son. 
To  them  three  children  were  born,  as  follows: 
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Charles  \V.,  Mary  Myrtie,  who  married  F.  M. 
Wallace,  of  Halloway,  Ohio,  an  engineer  in 
the  employ  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  and  Ella  Dill,  who  married  Louis 
Patterson,  a  school  teacher,  and  resides  at 
Tappan,  Harrison  county,  Ohio. 

Charles  W-.  Davis  was  reared  on  a  farm  and 
attended  the  district  school.  When  about  fif- 
teen years  of  age  he  removed  to  Dennison, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  three  years  and  then 
lived  about  five  years  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa, 
during  which  time  he  was  employed  as  a  trav- 
eling salesman.  In  1898  he  located  in  Lorain, 
and  went  to  work  in  the  plant  of  the  American 
Shipbuilding  Company,  as  foreman  of  the 
boilermaking  department.  He  left  their  em- 
ploy in  1905  and  engaged  in  real  estate  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account.  He  has  become  promi- 
nent in  local  affairs,  and  served  one  year  in 
the  city  council,  two  years  as  township  trus- 
tee, and  still  serves  in  the  latter  capacity.  In 
1909  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  board 
of  election  by  Secretary  of  State  Thompson 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  has  paid  close 
attention  to  his  business  interests,  and  has  at- 
tained success  in  his  financial  enterprises.  He 
is  a  man  of  keen  business  judgment  and  is  also 
a  public-spirited  citizen.  Fraternally  Mr. 
Davis  is  a  member  of  Holman  Lodge,  Knights 
uf  Pvthias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Commerce. 

In  1897  Mr.  Davis  married  Minnie  B., 
daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Vermillion) 
Phillips,  born  in  Harrison  county,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  two  children,  James  Presley 
and  Mary  Elizabeth.  George  Phillips,  father 
of  Mrs.  Davis,  was  a  farmer  and  resided  in 
Harrison  county,  where  his  death  occurred  on 
the  farm  where  he  was  born.  Mrs.  Phillips 
survived  her  husband  three  years,  and  died  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  at  Lorain. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  them,  seven  of 
whom  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Melville, 
McClelland,  William,  Mary,  Martha,  Emma, 
Minnie  (who  is  Mrs.  Davis),  Oma  and  Bertha. 

Calvin  Sperry. — One  of  the  representative 
agriculturists  and  honored  citizens  of  Lorain 
county  is  Calvin  Sperry,  who  is  the  owner  of 
the  fine  old  homestead  farm  which  was  the 
place  of  his  birth  and  who  is  a  scion  of  one 
of  the* sterling  old  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  with  whose  history  the  name  has  been 
identified  for  nearly  a  century.  Thus  there  is 
eminent  consistency  in  according  to  Mr. 
Sperry  marked  consideration  in  this  history. 


which  has  to  do  with  the  Western  Reser\e  and 
Its  people. 

Calvin  Sperry  was  bom  in  Vermilion  town- 
ship, Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  June  20,  1852,  and 
is  a  son  of  Philo  and  Louisa  (Williams) 
Sperry,  both  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
where  the  former  was  bom  on  June  25,  181 5, 
and  the  latter  on  September  7,  1818.  Philo 
Sperry  was  born  at  Auburn,  Cayuga  county. 
New  York,  and  when  he  was  three  vears  of 
age,  in  18 18,  his  parents,  Wheeler  and  Hettie 
(Grover)  Sperry,  came  to  Painesville,  Ohio, 
and  settled  on  a  farm  which  is  now  an  integral 
part  of  the  city  of  Painesville,  where  they 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives.  They  were 
persons  of  the  highest  integrity  and  honor,  and 
were  well  fitted  to  endure  the  vicissitudes  of 
the  pioneer  epoch  in  this  section,  where  they 
lived  and  labored  to  goodly  ends  and  contrib- 
uted their  share  to  civic  and  industrial  develof)- 
ment  and  upbuilding.  Both  Wheeler  and  Hettie 
(Grover)  Sperry  were  natives  of  the  old  Em- 
pire state,  and  the  former  was  bom  in  the 
vicinity  of  Auburn,  Cayuga  county,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood. 

Philo  Sperry  was  reared  under  the  condi- 
tions and  influences  of  the  pioneer  days  in 
Painesville,  Lake  county,  and  contributed  his 
quota  to  the  reclamation  and  other  work  of 
the  home  farm,  the  while  his  educational  ad- 
vantages were  those  afforded  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  trade  of  iron  moulder,  at 
which  he  was  employed  for  a  number  of  years 
at  the  Huron  Iron  Company  furnace,  two 
miles  south  of  Vermilion  village,  Erie  county, 
where  his  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Williams 
was  solemnized  on  February  18,  1840.  In 
1857  he  purchased  ninety-six  acres  of  land  in 
Vermilion  township  and  an  adjoining  tract  of 
twenty  acres  in  Brownhelm  township.  Later 
he  secured  an  additional  thirty  acres  in  Ver- 
milion township,  thus  becoming  the  owner  of 
an  aggregate  of  146  acres  of  most  arable  and 
productive  land.  He  long  held  prestige  as  one 
of  the  industrious  and  progressive  farmers 
and  stockgrowers  of  the  county,  and  his  well- 
directed  labors  resulted  in  the  development 
of  one  of  the  fine  farm  properties  of  this 
favored  section  of  the  state.  He  continued  to 
reside  on  his  homestead  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  May  22,  1890,  and  no  citizen  of 
the  county  has  ever  held  a  more  secure  place  in 
popular  confidence  and  esteem.  There  was 
naught  of  equivocation  or  indirectness  in  his 
course   throughout   his   long   and   useful   life 
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-and  his  name  merits  an  enduring  place  on  the 
roll  of  the  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Lorain 
county  and  of  the  historic  old  Western  Re- 
serve. His  first  wife  died  on  February  24, 
1858,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  and  he  later 
married  Miss  Harriet  Ball,  who  was  born  in 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  November  24,  1820,  and 
who  is  now  deceased — died  April  22,  1898. 
Mr.  Sperry  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  the  Republican  party,  with  which  he 
united  at  the  time  of  its  organization,  and  he 
was  a  zealous  and  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  as  also  were  both 
of  his  wives.  Six  children  were  born  of  the 
first  marriage  and  two  of  the  second,  and  con- 
cerning them  the  following  brief  record  is 
•given:  Adelaide,  who  was  born  on  April  23, 
'  1841  became  the  wife  of  Howard  Beardsley, 
and  her  death  occurred  in  Arkansas  City,  Kan- 
sas, on  March  24,  1900;  Francis,  who  was 
lx)rn  May  7,  1843,  ^i^^  on  March  17,  1872; 
Cornelia,  who  was  born  June  19,  1845,  became 
the  wife  of  Louis  U.  Todd,  of  Vermilion,  Ohio, 
where  her  death  occurred  on  November  9, 
1888;  Samuel,  who  was  born  September  22, 
1848,  died  August  24,  1850;  Lucina,  who  was 
Ijom  May  8,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Allen, 
of  Greenwich,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  and  Cal- 
vin, the  youngest  of  the  children  of  the  first 
marriage,  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Hattie  G.,  who  was  born  April  27, 
1861,  became  the  wife  of  Frederick  Truxell, 
•of  Peru,  Ohio,  and  is  now  deceased,  and  Philo 
B.,  who  was  born  October  3,  1865,  and  lived 
just  seventeen  days. 

Calvin  Sperry  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  and 
invigorating  discipline  of  the  home  farm  and 
continued  to  be  associated  in  its  work  and 
management  until  the  time  of  his  marriage. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  had  been  afforded  excel- 
lent educational  advantages.  After  complet- 
ing the  curriculum  of  the  district  schools,  he 
continued  his  studies  in  a  select  school,  at 
Berlin  Heights,  presided  over  by  Professor 
Job  Fish,  a  popular  and  successful  teacher  and 
one  well  known  in  educational  circles  of  this 
section  at  that  time.  Later  he  attended  Ober- 
lin  College  for  one  term.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Sperry  erected  a  house  on  the  portion  of 
his  father's  farm  located  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, and  he  has  continued  to  reside  on  the 
fine  old  homestead  during  the  intervening 
years,  marked  by  worthy  accomplishment  on 
ills  part.  After  the  death  of  his  honored 
father  he  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
Tieirs,  and  thus  came  into  possession  of  the 


well-improved  homestead  of  146  acres  that  has 
been  his  place  of  abode  from  the  time  of  his 
birth.  All  of  the  farm  is  located  in  Vermilion 
township  except  the  twenty  acres  in  Brown- 
helm  township.  Essentially  progressive  in 
the  handling  of  his  farm,  Mr.  Sperry  has 
availed  himself  of  the  best  modern  facilities 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  the  carrying 
on  of  his  operations  as  a  farmer  and  as  a 
breeder  and  grower  of  high-grade  cattle, 
horses,  hogs  and  sheep.  He  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  his  native  county,  where  he 
commands  unqualified  confidence  and  esteem, 
and  he  has  other  capitalistic  interests  aside 
from  those  represented  in  his  valuable  farm 
property.  He  is  associated  with  his  elder  son, 
Philo  A.,  in  the  m^cantile  business  at  Huron, 
Erie  county,  where  they  have  a  well-equipped 
establishment  in  which  are  handled  hardware, 
paints  and  groceries.  The  enterprise  is  con- 
ducted under  the  firm  name  of  P.  A.  Sperry  & 
Co.,  and  the  son  has  the  active  management  of 
the  same. 

As?  a  citizen  Mr.  Sperry  has  ever  stood  ex- 
ponent of  progressive  ideas  and  marked  public 
spirit,  and  though  he  has  never  sought  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  political  office  he 
is  found  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  supporter  of 
the  cause  of  the  Republican  party.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  Brownhelm 
Grange,  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  in  whose  af- 
fairs they  take  a  deep  interest.  Both  are  num- 
bered among  the  valued  and  earnest  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Axtel, 
Ohio,  in  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  since 
1898  and  of  which  Mrs.  Sperry  has  been  a 
steward  since  1888.  It  may  be  noted  that 
Mr.  Sperry's  eldest  brother,  the  late  Francis 
Sperry,  was  a  gallant  soldier  of  the  Union  in 
the  Civil  war.  He  .enlisted  in  Company  K, 
Twenty-third  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  on  May 
23,  1861,  and  continued  in  the  service  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated  in  many 
of  the  important  battles  marking  the  prog- 
ress of  the  great  internecine  conflict  and  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  in  July,  1865. 
As  has  already  been  stated  in  this  context,  he 
died  in  1872. 

On  May  27,  1875,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Sperry  to  Miss  Anna  Marie  Hull, 
who  was  born  in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain 
county,  on  December  17,  1854,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  John  Adam  and  Mary  Ann 
(Nuhn)  Hull,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
at  Roken,  sess  soutra,  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany, 
on  January  17. 1824,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was 
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born  at  Erzebach,  Germany,  on  January  15, 
1826.  John  Adam  Hull  was  a  son  of  Adam  and 
Anna  Barbara  (Holstein)  Hull,  both  of  whom 
were  likewise  natives  of  Roken,  sess  soutra, 
Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  where  the  former  was 
born  on  November  8,  1793,  and  the  latter  on 
July  4  of  the  same  year.  They  came  with  their 
children  to  America  in  1836,  and  in  1838  they 
took  up  their  residence  in  Ohio,  where  the 
father  died  on  May  20,  1866,  and  the  mother 
on  September  22,  1884.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  (Nuhn) 
Hull  was  a  daughter  of  Bartol  and  Catherine 
Nuhn,  both  natives  of  Germany,  whence  they 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  an  early  day. 
Both  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives 
in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  the  father  died 
July  16,  1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  years 
and  ten  months,  and  where  the  mother  was 
summoned  to  eternal'  rest  on  September  5, 
1864,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years  and 
eight  months.  Both  were  earnest  Christians 
and  their  lives  were  lived  in  harmony  with 
the  faith  they  professed.  John  Adam  Hull, 
who  now  resides  with  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Mapes,  in  the  village  of  Vermilion,  Erie 
coupty,  is  in  his  eighty-sixth  year  (1910)  and 
is  well  preserved  in  both  mental  and  physical 
faculties.  His  cherished  and  devoted  wife 
ftossed  away  on  July  14,  1893,  and  concerning 
their  five  children  the  following  data  are  con- 
sistently incorporated  in  this  sketch:  Emeline, 
who  was  bom  on  September  13,  1851,  is  the 
widow  of  Charles  Naegele,  and  resides  in  the 
village  of  Vermilion,  Erie  county;  Henry  J., 
who  was  born  February  11,  1853,  married  Miss 
Nina  Grover,  and  they  reside  in  Huron,  Erie 
county;  Anna  Marie  is  the  wife  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  John,  who  was  born  December 
25,  1857,  married  Miss  Anna  Englebry  and 
they  reside  in  Brownhelm  township,  and  Anna 
Catherine,  who  was  born  November  9,  1861, 
is  the  wife  of  George  Mapes,  and  they  reside 
in  Vermilion. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sperry  are: 
Louisa  Mary,  who  was  born  February  19, 
1876,  was  married,  on  May  i,  1895,  to  Rev- 
erend Edgar  H.  Warner,  who  is  a  clergyman 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  who 
is  now  pastor  of  the  Brooklyn  Memorial 
church,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Philo 
Adam,  who  was  born  qn  April  21,  1877,  was 
married,  on  July  11,  1900,  to  Miss  Alta  Cleve- 
land, of  Huron,  Erie  county,  where  he  is  now 
engaged  in  business,  as  has  already  been,  noted 
in  this  sketch,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbvterian  church,  Huron : 


Everett  Lewis,  who  was  born  November  13, 
1880,  is  a  mail  clerk  on  the  Lake  Shore  & 
Michigan  Southern  railroad,  resides  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church;  Nena  Gertrude,  who  was 
born  April  5,  1882,  was  married,  on  May  29, 
1906,  to  Edward  G.  Cooper,  and  they  reside 
in  the  city  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  both  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  church  at  Lorain; 
Bessie  Anna,  who  was  born  September  10, 
1884,  was  married  on  August  19,  1908,  to 
Arthur  P.  Cook  and  they  reside  in  the  city  of 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  both  being  members  of  the 
Methodist  church  at  Oberlin,  and  Ena  Grace, 
who  was  born  on  March  27,  1887,  and  remains 
at  the  parental  home,  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church.  The  children  of  Calvin 
Sperry  and  his  wife  are  all  strong  upholders 
of  the  temperance  cause,  as  are  also  the  sons- 
in-law. 

Charles  McClave. — Prominent  among  the 
foremost  agriculturists  of  Huron  county  is 
Charles  McClave,  of  New  London,  who  is 
living  on  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred 
June  21,  1859.  H^  is  widely  known,  not  only 
in  Ohio  but  throughout  the  country,  for  his 
success  in  assisting  the  development  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  poultry  industry,  which  is 
already  enormous  in  its  proportions,  being  one 
of  the  most  important  and  valuable  of  any 
branch  of  agriculture.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
late  Chester  McClave  and  grandson  of  James 
McClave,  one  of  the  earlier  pioneer  settlers 
of  New  London.  His  great-grandfather,  Will- 
iam McClave,  was  born  in  1750,  of  Scotch 
parentage,  and  spent  his  last  years  in  the 
Genesee  valley.  New  York,  dying  June  22, 
1803.  His  wife,  Maria,  born  in  1752,  died 
June  3,  1828.  She  was  the  mother  of  ten 
children,  namely:  John;  Esther,  who  died  in 
infancy;  Mary,  Michael  H.,  Charles,  Esther, 
James,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Margaret. 

James  McClave  was  born  in  1785  in  York, 
Livingston  county,  New  York.  Reared  on  a 
farm,  he  followed  agricultural  pursuits  in  his 
native  state  until  183 1,  when,  wishing  to  take 
advantage  of  cheaper  lands  on  the  frontier,  he 
started  with  his  family  westward.  Packing  all 
of  his  worldly  goods  into  two  wagons,  drawn 
by  four  horses,  and  his  family  into  a  one-horse 
wagon,  he  traveled  for  two  weeks,  camping 
and  cooking  by  the  wayside,  oftentimes  follow- 
ing a  trail  marked  by  blazed  trees.  This  whole 
section  of  country  was  then  a  wilderness, 
through  which  the  wild  beasts  roamed  at  will. 
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their  only  human  companions  being  the  dusky 
Indians,  who  had  not  yet  fled  before  the  ad- 
vancing steps  of  civilization.  He  bought  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land  one 
mile  south  of  New  London,  Huron  county. 
There  were  three  log  houses  on  the  place  and 
small  patches  of  land  had  been  cleared,  the  re- 
mainder of  the  tract  being  a  dense  forest. 
There  were  then  no  roads  in  the  township,  but 
beside  the  trail  there  was  a  well  with  a  sweep, 
which  was  used  to  draw  the  water,  and  later, 
when  the  road  was  laid  out,  it  covered  the 
well.  The  family  lived  in  one  of  the  log  cabins 
until  Mr.  McClave  cut  and  hewed  timber  to 
build  a  frame  house,  which  is  still  the  family 
home,  being  now  occupied  by  one  of  his  grand- 
daughters and  her  mother.  For  many  years 
the  lake  towns  were  the  nearest  markets,  every- 
thing being  transported  by  teams.  Mr.  Mc- 
Clave devoted  his  time  to  clearing  his  land  and 
tilling  the  soil,  being  quite  successful.  After 
the  death  of  his  wife  he  spent  a  part  of  his  time 
in  Michigan  with  a  son,  and  died  there  in  1867. 
His  body  was  brought  back  here  for  'burial 
beside  that  of  his  wife.  The  maiden  name  of 
the  wife  of  James  McClave  was  Polly  Rickit- 
son,  who  was  born  in  Livingston  county.  New 
York,  and  died  in  New  London,  Ohio,  Febru- 
ary 28,  1858.  To  her  and  her  husband  nine 
children  were  born,  namely :  Julia  Ann ;  Will- 
iam ;  John ;  Michael  H. ;  Ransom ;  James ; 
Chester;  Charles;  and  a  son,  a  twin  brother  of 
Charles,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Chester  McClave  was  born,  December  19, 
1825,  in  the  town  of  York,  Livingston  county, 
New  York,  and  as  a  child  of  five  years  came 
with  his  parents  to  Huron  county.  Growing 
up  in  New  London,  on  the  home  farm,  he  as- 
sisted his  father  in  its  improvement  as  soon  as 
he  was  old  enough,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
parents  bought  the  interests  of  the  remaining 
heirs  on  the  old  homestead.  Here  he  continued 
as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death,  December 
12,  189.3.  He  married,  in  1856,  Matilda  White, 
who  was  born  in  Ruggles,  in  what  is  now  Ash- 
land county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Robert  White. 
Her  o^randfather,  Charles  White,  who  married 
Sarah  Washburn,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  for  his  services  therein  was 
awarded  a  tract  of  land  in  New  York  state, 
and  the  land  is  now  occupied  by  one  of  his 
descendants.  Robert  White  was  born  near 
Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  living  there  until 
after  his  marriage.  Coming  then  with  his 
family  to  Ohio,  he  settled  in  that  part  of  Rug- 
gles now  included  in  Ashland  county,  buying  a 


tract  of  land  there.  He  followed  farming  to 
some  extent,  but  worked  at  his  trade  of  a 
tailor  most  of  the  time.  About  1840  he  visited 
in  Michigan,  and  on  the  return  trip,  while 
crossing  the  Maumee  river,  broke  through  the 
ice  and  was  drowned.  His  wife,  Charity 
Daen,  was  born  in  Cayuga  county.  She  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  dying  at  the  McClave 
homestead,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chester  McClave  reared  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  Ida  Maria,  residing  with  her 
mother  on  the  homestead,  and  Charles  Rob- 
ert. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools,  Charles  Mc- 
Clave began  when  young  to  assist  in  the  care 
of  the  home  farm,  while  thus  employed  devel- 
oping what  seemed  an  inherent  love  of  poultry 
and  birds.  When  fourteen  years  old  he  pur- 
chased four  Plymouth  Rock  chickens  and  em- 
barked  in  the  poultry  business,  being  the  sec- 
ond Ohioan  to  engage  in  the  business  on  an 
extensive  scale.  Beginning  on  a  modest  capi- 
tal, he  gradually  enlarged  his  operations  and 
has  now  one  of  the  largest  poultry  yards  in  the 
United  States.  Mr.  McClave  has  handled  sev- 
enty-five distinct  breeds  of  poultry,  and  has  ex- 
hibited his  stock  at  various  large  fairs,  exposi- 
tions and  poultry  exhibitions,  and  can,  without 
any  doubt,  show  more  ribbons  and  awards 
than  any  other  poultry  breeder.  At  the  St. 
Louis  Exposition  he  was  awarded  seventy-six 
ribbons,  and  for  good  will  and  services  ren- 
dered has  a  bronze  medal  presented  him  by  the 
president  of  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposi- 
tion. At  the  World's  Fair,  held  in  Chicago  in 
1893,  Mr.  McClave  was  awarded  sixty-five 
ribbons,  and  at  the  Pan-American  Exposition 
received  sixty-seven  ribbons.  He  has  twenty- 
five  large  pieces  of  silver  received  as  special 
prizes,  and  a  gold  medal  won  at  Syracuse,  New 
York,  for  the  best  display  of  poultry,  also 
many  other  gold,  silver  and  bronze  medals. 
Mr.  McClave  has  exhibited  his  stock  in  New 
York,  Boston,  Baltimore,  Hagerstown,  Pitts- 
burg, Wheeling,  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Chi- 
cago, Cincinnati,  St.  Louis  and  Toronto. 

In  October,  1892,  Charles  McClave  received 
the  appointment  as  superintendent  and  pur- 
chasing agent  by  the  World's  Columbian  Ex- 
position of  water  fowl  for  the  lagoons  and 
waterways  of  the  World's  Fair  grounds.  On 
March  i,  1903,  Mr.  McClave  went  to  Chicago 
and  began  the  work  of  collecting  and  placing 
on  the  waters  the  six  hundred  head  of  domestic 
and  foreign  water  fowl  which  were  purchased 
in  Europe  and  America.     This  collection  in- 
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eluded  many  rare  varieties  of  European  and 
Australian  swan,  Southern  pelicans,  European 
widgeon,  wild  and  domestic  varieties  of  both 
geese  and  ducks  and  other  rare  water  fowl. 
These  water  fowl  were  for  ornamental  pur- 
poses and  to  enliven  the  waterways  of  the  Co- 
lumbian Exposition.  Thousands  of  people  who 
visited  the  exposition  during  1903  will  remem- 
ber the  water  fowl,  which  was  the  largest  col- 
lection ever  placed  on  the  waters  of  any  of  our 
world's  fairs  or  expositions.  Mr.  McClave  had 
entire  charge  of  this  department  during  the 
exposition  and  sale  of  the  same  after  the  close 

For  more  than  twenty  years  Mr.  McClave 
has  been  one  of  the  leading  expert  poultry 
judges  of  the  United  States.  His  entire  time 
during  the  poultry  exhibition  season  is  taken 
judging  at  the  leading  poultry  shows  all  over 
the  countrv  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco 
and  from  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  to 
Portland,  Oregon.  So  great  are  his  services 
sought  for  in  this  line  of  work  that  his  engage- 
ments are  made  one  year  and  more  in  advance 
for  his  entire  time  during  the  show  season. 
He  holds  a  license  from  the  American  Poultry 
Association  to  judge  all  standard  varieties  of 
chickens,  turkeys,  geese  and  ducks.  He  de- 
votes twenty-five  acres  of  his  large  farm  to 
poultry,  having  the  largest  and  best  equipped 
poultry  yards  in  the  country.  At  the  time  of 
his  marriage  he  built  a  house  on  the  homestead, 
near  the  one  in  which  he  was  born,  so  that  his 
entire  life  has  been  spent  on  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  McClave  married,  in  1884,  Nettie  Beat- 
tie.  She  was  born  in  Butler,  Richland  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Isabella  (Thom) 
Beattie,  natives  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland.  She 
died  April  12,  1894,  leaving  two  children, 
Carey  B.  and  Maude.  Mr.  McClave  married 
second,  in  October,  1896,  Lucy  Copland,  who 
was  also  born  in  Butler,  Ohio.  Her  father, 
Samuel  Copland,  was  a  native  of  Aberdeen, 
Scotland,  and  married  Mary  Dancer,  who  was 
born  in  Butler  township,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Dancer.  Mr.  Dancer  was  born  in 
Steubenville,  Ohio,  of  German  parents.  He 
married  Rachel  Wright,  who  was  born  in 
Maryland  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Ohio, 
the  removal  being  made  with  ox  teams.  The 
journey  through  the  wilderness  was  a  hard 
one,  the  path  being  at  times  followed  by  means 
of  blazed  trees.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
McClave  has  two  children  also,  namely: 
Charles  Howard  and  Eugene  Woodburn. 

Mr.  AlcClave  is  a  man  of  recognized  finan- 
cial and  executive  abilitv,  and  was  one  of  the 


organizers  of  the  Savings  and  Loan  Banking 
Company,  of  New  London,  of  which  he  was 
made  the  first  vice-president  and  in  January, 
1909,  was  elected  president  of  the  institution. 
He  is  an  ex-president  of  the  American  Poul- 
try Association  and  president  of  the  Ohio 
branch  of  that  organization.  He  is  a  stead- 
fast Republican  in  politics,  and  for  nine  years 
served  as  township  trustee.  He  is  active  in 
the  party,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous 
county  and  state  conventions.  Mrs.  McClave 
is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  toward  the  support  of  which  they 
contribute  generously. 

Thaddeus  F.  Woodman,  one  of  Youngs- 
town's  prominent  business  men,  is  a  native  of 
the  Empire  state,  and  when  an  infant  of  a  year 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  came 
to  Youngstown  in  1869  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  until  1888,  when  he  moved 
to  Chicago  and  became  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Lakeside  Nail  Company,  whose  plant 
was  located  at  Hammond,  Indiana.  Later  Mr. 
Woodman  became  president  of  that  concern, 
but  in  1903  sold  his  interests  and  returned  to 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Mahoning  National  Bank,  the  Ohio  Iron  & 
Steel  Company,  Orient  Coke  Company,  Tide 
Water  Coal  Company  and  other  corporations. 
Mr.  Woodman  is  a  member  of  the  Youngs- 
town Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Youngstown 
Club  and  the  Mahoning  Golf  Club,  and  is  a 
social  favorite  as  well  as  a  successful  and 
honorable  man  of  business. 

Anthony  B.  Calvin. — One  of  the  distin- 
guished jurists  practicing  at  the  bar  of 
Youngstown  is  found  in  the  person  of  An- 
thony B.  Calvin,  for  five  years  the  judge  of  the 
criminal  court.  He  is  a  native  son  of  Ohio, 
born  at  Green  ford,  in  Mahoning  county,  on 
the  13th  of  March,  1877,  ^^  ^^^  marriage  union 
of  Luther  B.  and  Leah  (Wisler)  Calvin.  The 
paternal  family  were  among  the  pioneers  of 
Mahoning  county,  while  the  Wislers  were  early 
settlers  of  Columbiana  countv  and  were  farm- 
ing  people. 

The  boyhood  days  of  Anthony  B.  Calvin 
were  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  Green 
township,  Mahoning  county,  attending  mean- 
while the  district  schools  and  later  the  high 
school,  and  this  training  w^as  supplemented  by 
attendance  at  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Normal 
College  at  Canfield,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1897  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
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Arts.  With  this  splendid  training  to  serve  as 
a  foundation  he  began  reading  law  with  the 
Hon.  J.  R.  Johnston,  a  prominent  lawyer  of 
Youngstown,  who  had  retired  from  the  com- 
mon pleas  bench,  and  he  completed  his  legal 
training  in  the  State  University  at  Columbus 
and  graduated  from  its  law  department  in 
June,  IQOO,  receiving  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  He 
was  admitted  before  the  supreme  court  at  Co- 
lumbus in  the  same  year,  1900,  and  returning 
then  to  Youngstown  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Judge  J.  R.  Johnston,  and  this  relation- 
ship cocitinued  until  Mr.  Calvin  in  1905  be- 
came the  judge  of  the  criminal  court.  lie  re- 
mained the  incumbent  of  that  office  until  Jan- 
uary, 19 10,  a  period  of  five  years,  at  which 
time  he  was  not  a  candidate  for  re-election  and 
he  resumed  his  law  practice.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  citv  council  for  two  terms,  four  vears  in 
all,  and  during  that  time  he  was  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  body  and  assisted  in  carrying  out 
several  important  improvements.  Mr.  Calvin 
has  attained  prestige  and  success  at  the  bench 
and  bar  of  Youngstown  and  has  been  identified 
with  many  interests  which  have  subserved  the 
material  prosperity  of  his  city. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Masons,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
Elks  fraternities,  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
tnistees  of  the  Northeastern  Ohio  Normal  Col- 
lege and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  His  pres- 
ent law  office  in  the  New  Wick  building  is 
well  equipped  for  a  thorough  and  successful 
law  practice. 

Mr.  Calvin  on  the  9th  of  September,  1908, 
married  Miss  Fern  U.  Umstead,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  C.  Umstead,  well-to-do  people 
of  North  Jackson,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Calvin  was  edu- 
cated at  W^ooster,  Ohio,  and  is  a  woman  of 
.<Jtrong  personality  and  captivating  manner. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Calvin  reside  at  1904  Market 
street,  Youngstown,  Ohio. 

LrciL's  E.  CocHR.\N. — Holding  a  conspicu- 
ous position  among  the  foremost  men  of  the 
Western  Reserve  is  Lucius  E.  Cochran,  whose 
official  connection  with  manv  of  the  more  im- 
portant  business  interests  of  Youngstown  ren- 
ders him  eminently  worthy  of  the  title  of  a 
"captain  of  industry."  He  is  a  man  of  strong 
personality,  forceful  and  practical,  and  his 
judgment  is  relied  upon  and  his  utterances 
have  weight  in  those  circles  where  the  material 
progress  of  the  city  is  concerned.  A  son  of 
Robert  and  Nancy  CHumason)  Cochran,  who 
reared  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  he  was 


born,  June  12,  1842,  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio, 
but  was  brought  up  in  Logan  county,  where 
his  father  was  for  many  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  His  grandfather,  George 
H.  Cochran,  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio.  A  merchant  by.  occupation,  he 
began  his  career  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
but  in  1816  came  to  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
for  many  years  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits in  Vienna,  where  he  operated  a  general 
store.  To  him  and  his  wife  six  children  were 
born  and  reared. 

After  leaving  the  district  schools,  Lucius  E. 
Cochran  completed  his  studies  at  a  commercial 
school  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
subsequently  began  life  on  his  own  account  as 
clerk  in  a  general  store.  Coming  from  there 
to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  Mr.  Cochran,  in  1862, 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  firm  of  Andrews  & 
Hitchcock,  continuing  thus  employed  until 
1867,  when  he  became  a  member  of  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  Andrews  Brothers  &  Company, 
of  Haselton,  a  suburb  of  Youngstown.  In  1880 
three  large  firms,  Andrews  Brothers,  Andrews 
Brothers  &  Company  and  the  Niles  Iron  Com- 
pany, were  merged  into  a  corporation  under 
the  name  of  the  Andrews  Brothers  Company, 
and  Mr.  Cochran  had  the  distinction  of  being 
elected  president  and  treasurer  of  this  large 
business  combination.  This  position,  which  in- 
volves immense  personal  responsibility,  he  has 
since  filled  most  satisfactorily,  and  in  addition 
has  been  officially  connected  with  various  other 
corporations  of  great  importance.  For  some 
time  he  was  president  of  both  the  Youngstown 
Car  Manufacturing  Company  and  the  Youngs- 
town Bridge  Company,  and  is  now  president 
of  the  Youngstown  Iron  and  Steel  Roofing 
(rompany,  of  the  Youngstown  Pressed  Steel 
Company,  of  the  Mahoning  Motor  Car  Com- 
pany, of  the  G.  M.  McKelvey  Company,  of 
the  Edwin  P)ell  Company,  a  cooperage  firm  of 
which  he  was  one  of  the  founders,  and  of  the 
Mahoning  Valley  Water  Company.  Mr.  Coch- 
ran is  likewise  vice-president  of  the  Commer- 
cial National  Bank  and  of  the  Morris  Hard- 
ware Company ;  a  director  of  the  Youngstown 
Carriage  and  Wagon  Company,  a  director  of 
the  Ohio  Steel  Company,  of  which  he  was  a 
founder :  a  director  of  the  Pittsburg,  Cleve- 
land and  Toledo  Railway  Company,  and  was 
an  originator  of  both  the  Mahoning  &  She- 
nango  Dock  Company  and  of  the  Mahoning 
Ore  Company,  which  he  formerly  served  as 
vice-president.  Mr.  Cochran,  it  is  needless 
to  say,  has  reached  his  high  position  in  busi- 
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ness  circles  by  his  own  efforts,  his  natural 
aptitude  and  business  genius  winning  him  a 
high  place  in  the  world  of  manufacture  and 
finance. 

Mr.  Cochran  married,  in  1868,  Mary  Isa- 
bella Brownlee,  daughter  of  John  and  Leah 
(Powers)  Brownlee,  and  into  their  home  two 
children  have  been  born,  namely:  Robert  B., 
deceased,  and  Chauncey  A.  Chauncey  A. 
Cochran,  inheriting  much  of  the  business  abil- 
ity and  tact  of  his  father,  is  now  secretary  of 
*.  the  Youngstown  Iron  and  Steel  Roofing  Com- 
pany, and  also  of  the  Youngstown  Pressed 
Steel  Company.  He  married  Sarah  E.  Davis, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  R.  Davis,  of  Youngs- 
town, and  they  have  a  pleasant  home  at  No. 
680  Bryson  street,  Youngstown.  Politically 
Mr.  Cochran  is  a  straightforward  Republican, 
and  during  his  residence  at  Haselton  served 
twenty-two  years  as  postmaster,  being  first 
appointed  to  the  position  by  President  Grant. 
Fraternally  he  stands  high  in  Masonic  circles, 
having  taken  the  thirty-third  degree.  Re- 
ligiously both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cochran  are  val- 
ued members  of  the  Memorial  Presbyterian 
church  of  Youngstown. 

James  Marvin  is  prominently  numbered 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Ashtabula  county, 
and  he  was  born  in  this  county,  a  half  a  mile 
south  of  Andover  Center,  on  the  i6th  of 
March,  1824,  a  son  of  Sylvanus  and  Fear 
(Smith)  Marvin,  both  from  Sander sfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts. The  Marvin  family  came  to  this 
state  with  ox  teams  during  an  early  period  in 
its  history,  and  their  first  home  was  located  a 
little  farther  south  than  the  birthplace  of 
James.  Sylvanus,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of 
James,  died  when  the  latter  was  a  boy  of  six- 
teen. Three  of  his  sons,  Sylvanus,  Jr.,  Daniel 
and  Lyman,  raised  families  in  Andover ;  but 
Daniel  finally  moved  to  Michigan,  and  Lyman 
disappeared  and  no  trace  of  him  was  ever 
found.    His  two  children  still  live  in  Andover. 

Sylvanus  Marvin,  •  Jr.,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage  located  on  the  farm  which  became 
the  birthplace  of  his  son  James,  afterward 
clearing  the  land  and  placing  it  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  started  out  for  him- 
self at  the  ag.e  of  twenty-one,  with  an  ax  as 
his  worldly  possession,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
borrow  the  suit  of  clothes  in  which  he  was 
married.  He  bought  thirty  acres  of  land  here, 
but,  unable  to  obtain  work,  he  went  to  Vir- 
ginia and  secured  employment  in  a  new  canal 
then  being  built,  and  in  this  way  made  enough 


money  to  pay  for  his  land.  He  then  moved 
into  a  log  cabin,  and  with  the  passing  years 
h'e  added  to  his  land  possessions  until  he  be- 
came the  owner  of  1,400  acres,  and  he  was 
also  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  raising 
of  cattle.  He  died  on  his  farm  home  in  1874, 
when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  seventy- four 
years,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five.  They  had  five  children,  but  two 
died  in  childhood,  and  the  three  who  reached 
mature  years  are :  James ;  Jeanette,  the  widow 
of  George  Brooks  and  a  resident  of  Cleve- 
land; and  Mary  Jane,  who  married  Derias 
Sweet  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy. 

When  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one 
James  Marvin  took  charge  of  a  branch  store 
at  Espyville  belonging  to  his  cousin.  Mars 
Cotton,  and  himself.  But  the  branch  store 
not  proving  successful,  Mr.  Marvin  returned 
to  the  farm,  which  he  worked  in  partnership 
with  his  father,  and  in  this  way  paid  off  the 
indebtedness  incurred  while  in  charge  of  the 
store,  amounting  to  about  $1,200;  and  this 
association  between  father  and  son  was  con- 
tinued for  about  nineteen  years.  Later  the 
son  received  title  to  the  farm,  his  share 
amounting  to  about  800  acres  out  of  the  origi- 
nal 1,400  acres,  and  he  now  owns  over  1,100 
acres.  His  home  farm  contains  150  acres, 
splendidly  improved,  and  he  is  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  stock  business,  buying 
young  cattle  and  feeding  for  the  market.  He 
is  engaged  in  both  general  farming  and  dairy- 
ing, and  his  farm  is  splendidly  improved  for 
both  purposes,  including  silos,  feed  grinders 
and  other  conveniences. 

.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  Mr.  Marvin  was 
married  to  Mary  E.  Lynn,  from  Espyville, 
Pennsylvania,  his  marriage  occurring  after  he 
left  the  store  there,  and  the  wife  died  in  Mav 
of  1903,  after  many  years  of  happy  married 
life.  They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Lydia  Sylvania,  the  wife  of 
William  Brown,  a  carpenter  in  Andover ; 
Edna,  the  wife  of  Homer  French,  a  livery- 
man in  that  city ;  Clinton  J.,  a  farmer,  of  An- 
dover ;  and  George  L.,  on  the  home  farm.  He 
married  Chloe  Campbell  and  they  have  a  son, 
James  Wendel  Marvin,  aged  ^v^  years.  Mr. 
Marvin,  of  this  review,  attended  the  Univer- 
salist  church  in  former  years,  but  in  later  years 
his  religious  home  has  been  with  the  Meth- 
odists, and  he  has  served  his  church  as  a 
trustee  and  contributed  largely  to  the  building 
of  the  new  house  of  worship.  He  has  always 
been  a  Republican  since  the  organization  of 
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that  party,  but  voted  with  the  Whig  party 
before  that. 

Howard  B.  Hills,  M.  D. — Occupying  his 
proper  place  among  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  Mahoning  county  is  Howard  B. 
Hills,  M.  D.,  ear,  eye,  nose  and  throat  special- 
ist, of  Youngstown.  A  son  of  the  late  Town- 
send  Hills,  he  was  born,  June  29,  1849,  i^ 
Cincinnati,  of  New  England  ancestry.  Born 
in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  Townsend  Hills 
came  with  his  parents  to  Hamilton  county, 
Ohio,  in  1816,  a  lad  of  eight  years,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  1808.  Educated  in  the 
pioneer  schools  of  that  county,  he  subsequently 
engaged  in  business  for  himself  in  Cincinnati, 
and  became  one  of  the  prominent  manufac- 
turers of  that  city,  likewise  identifying  himself 
with  other  prominent  industries.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Cochran, 
survives  him,  and  now,  in  the  eighty-seventh 
year  of  her  age,  is  living  in  Plainfield,  New 
Jersey. 

Having  completed  his  education  in  Cincin- 
nati, Howard  B.  Hills  read  medicine,  and  in 
1888  was  graduated  from  the  Pulte  Medical 
College  at  Cincinnati.  There,  after  spending 
two  years  in  a  hospital,  he  began  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  In  1891  Dr.  Hills  located 
in  Youngstown. 

In  1881  he  married  Alice  S.,  the  daughter 
of  George  A.  and  Fidelia  C.  Smith,  of  Cincin* 
nati.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Hills  have  two  chil- 
dren, namely:  George  T.,  an  artist  in  New 
York  city,  and  Harry  C,  junior  member  of 
the  law  firm  of  Williams  &  Hills,  of  Youngs- 
town. The  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  the  Ohio  State  Med- 
ical Society,  the  Mahoning  County  Medical 
Society,  National  Association  of  United  States 
Pension  Examining  Surgeons,  United  States 
Pension  Examining  Board,  and  fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Hills  are 
members  of  St.  John's  Episcopal  church. 

James  Wilbert  Deetrick,  the  general  su- 
perintendent of  the  Republic  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  one  of  the  splendid  industrial  con- 
cerns lending  prestige  to  the  city  of  Youngs- 
town, Mahoning  county,  is  to  be  consistently 
designated  as  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  this  city,  where  he  has  won  ad- 
vancement through  his  own  ability  and  well- 
directed  energies. 

Mr.  Deetrick  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  and 


honored  families  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  lin- 
eage is  traced  back  to  stanch  Holland  Dutch 
origin.  The  name  which  he  bears  has  been 
identified  with  the  annals  of  the  old  Keystone 
state  since  the  colonial  epoch  of  our  national 
history,  and  he  himself  finds  a  due  measure 
of  gratification  in  referring  to  that  fine  old 
commonwealth  as  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  at  Middlesex,  Butler  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  November,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  John  and  Elizabeth  M.  (Parks)  Deetrick, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Allegheny 
county^  that  state,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1844, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  Butler 
countv,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1848.' 

Dr.  John  Deetrick,  long  honored  as  one  of 
the  able  representatives  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  the  city  of  Youngstown,  was  afford- 
ed the  advantages  of  the  schools  of  the  city  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  after  completing 
the  curriculum  of  the  high  school  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  under  the  able  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Thomas  C.  Wallace,  of  Allegheny, 
that  state.  Later  he  completed  a  course  in 
the  Homeopathic  Medical  College  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  from  which  institution  he  received 
his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1870. 
Later  he  completed  a  thorough  post-graduate 
course  in  the  Hahnemann  Homeopathic  Med- 
ical College  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1878.  In  1882  Dr.  Deetrick  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  con- 
tinued in  practice  until  his  demise  and  where 
he  gained  marked  precedence  as  one  of  the 
able  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  intellectual 
and  professional  attainments,  was  a  frequent 
and  valued  contributor  to  leading  medical  pe- 
riodicals, and  his  sterling  attributes  of  char- 
acter gained  to  him  the  inviolable  confidence 
and  esteem  of  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men. 
He  was  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen,  was 
a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles  and  poli- 
cies for  which  the  Republican  party  stands 
sponsor,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  earnest 
and  zealous  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
clnirch. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1869,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Dr.  Deetrick  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  y\.  Parks,  of  Butler  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. She  was  one  of  the  seven  children 
of  the  late  James  Parks,  whose  death  occurred 
in  1890.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Deetrick  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  subject 
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of  this  review  is  the  elder ;  Anna  Viola  is  now 
the  wife  of  William  M.  Duncan  and  resides  in 
Cleveland.  Dr.  Deetrick,  after  a  life  of  signal 
usefulness  and  honor,  passed  to  his  reward  on 
the  1 2th  of  June,  1907. 

James  W.  Deetrick  secured  his  rudimentary 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family 
removal  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reared  to  maturity  and  where  he  continued  his 
educational  work  until  he  had  completed  the 
curriculum  of  the  high  school,  besides  which 
he  had  the  gracious  environment  and  influences 
of  a  home  of  distinctive  culture  and  refine- 
ment. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  Mr.  Deetrick 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Youngstown  Steel 
Company,  with  which  he  continued  to  be  thus 
identified  until  1895,  in  the  autumn  of  which 
year  he  secured  a  position  with  the  Mahoning 
Valley  Iron  Company,  for  which  he  became 
chemist,  having  received  thorough  and  prac- 
tical training  in  this  important  department  of 
the  work.  He  continued  in  the  employ  of 
that  company  until  1899,  when  there  came 
further  and  merited  recognition  of  his  tech- 
nical and  executive  ability,  in  that  he  was 
tendered  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the 
extensive  plant  of  the  Republic  Iron  and  Steel 
Company,  of  which  responsible  office  he  has 
since  continued  the  efficient,  zealous  and  val- 
ued incumbent.  The  plants  over  which  he  is 
placed  in  charge  are  located  in  Youngstown, 
New  Castle  and  Sharon,  Pennsylvania,  and 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  and  employment  is 
given  to  an  average  of  six  thousand  men.  The 
principal  products  of  this  great  manufacturing 
institution  are  merchant  bars,  and  the  corpo- 
ration has  many  other  plants  in  addition  to 
the  ones  in  Youngstown. 

In  politics  Mr.  Deetrick  is  found  arrayed  as 
a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
publican party;  he  is  affiliated  with  Youngs- 
town Lodge,  No.  55,  Benevolent  and  Pro- 
tective Order  of  Elks,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

On  the  2r7th  of  August,  1897,  Mr.  Deetrick 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mildred  G. 
Ward,  daughter  of  James  D.  Ward,  of  Niles, 
this  state,  and  thev  have  two  children — Alice 
E.  and  John  W. 

The  Vindicator,  Youngstown. — Conspic- 
uous among  the  leading  journals  of  Ohio 
stands  the  Vindicator,  the  always  Democratic 
Vindicator,  which  from  a  small  beginning  in 
July  of  i8iS9  is  today  one  of  the  best  known 


papers  in  the  entire  state.  Though  in  exist- 
ence fewer  than  forty  years  it  has  had  an 
eventful  history. 

Beginning  its   career  in   the  name   of   the 
Mahoning   Vindicator,  it  was  organized  and 
put  into  operation  by  J.  H.  Odell,  now  de- 
ceased.    After  the  little  paper  had  been  in 
existence  about  six  months  Mark  Sharkey  be- 
came associated  with  Mr.  Odell,  but  retired  in 
August  of  1870,  while  Mr.  Odell  retired  from 
the  paper  in  September  of  1873  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  O.  P.  Wharton,  an  old  compositor  in 
the  office.     Next  Mr.  Odell  and  William  A. 
Edwards  bought  the  paper,  Mr.  Odell  taking 
editorial  charge  in  April,   1874,  but  in  Feb- 
ruary of  1875  the  plant  was  purchased  by  S.  L. 
Everett.    Colonel  W.  L.  Brown,  noted  in  New 
York  journalism  and  politics  but  now  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  purchased  the  paper  from 
Mr.  Everett  in  July,  1875,  and  continued  its 
publication  until  succeeded  by  the  Hon.  Charles 
N.    Vallandigham    and    John    H.    Clarke    in 
April,  1880,  O.  P.  Shaffer  and  O.  P.  Wharton 
continuing    on     the     editorial     staff     during 
Colonel  Brown's  management.     Judge  L.  D. 
Thoman  purchased  the  Hon.  Vallandigham's 
interest  in  April  of  1881,  subsequent  to  which 
the  paper  was  published  and  edited  by  Thoman 
and  Clarke  until  they  sold  out  to  Dr.  Thomas 
Patton.  who  came  from  Newark  to  Youngs- 
town and  alone  conducted  the  business  and 
penned  the  editorials.     For  a  brief  period  the 
paper  was  in  the  hands  of  J.  A.   Caldwell, 
who  with  Charles  Underwood  also  issued  an 
experimental  daily.     It  was  after  the  death 
of  Dr.  Patton  that  the  Hon.  William  F.  Maag, 
one  of  the  representative  journalists  of  Ohio, 
bought  the  plant  at  the  administrator's  sale  in 
November,   1887.     Very  soon  after  this  Mr. 
Maag   formed   a   partnership   with   John   M. 
Webb,   a  Democratic    journalist  of  the    old 
school,  and  the  firm  of  Webb  &  Maag  was  later 
succeeded  by  The  Vindicator  Printing  Com- 
pany,  organized   September   3,    1889,   with  a 
capital  of  tw^entv  thousand  dollars  and  with 
the    following   officers:     President.    John    M 
Webb:  yice-president,  E.  M.  Wilson;  secre- 
tary, John  H.  Clarke,  and  treasurer  and  gen- 
eral rnanager,  William  F.  Maag. 

The  first  regular  daily  l^indicator,  a  folio, 
was  published  September  23,  1889.  Mr.  Webb 
was  the  managing  editor,  William  B.  Dawson 
was  associate  editor  and  Mr.  Maag  was  then, 
as  ever  since,  the  head  of  the  business  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Webb  died  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1893,  a  short  time  before  the  block  now 
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occupied  by  the  paper  was  completed,  and  his 
funeral  services,  attended  by  a  large  concourse 
of  acquaintances  and  friends,  were  conducted 
in  the  incompleted  building.  Mr.  Webb's  im- 
mediate successor  was  C.  H.  Wayne,  and  he 
in  turn  was  succeeded  as  editor-in-chief  by 
William  B.  Dawson,  who  died  in  1903,  the 
editorial  chair  then  being  taken  by  F.  A.  Doug- 
las, by  whom  it  is  still  retained. 

The  first  notable  step  in  advance  in  business 
was  made  in  1893.  On  the  ist  of  May  of  that 
year  the  Vindicator  plant,  with  new  equipment, 
including  an  eight-page  perfecting  press,  pub- 
lished the  first  issue  of  the  paper  in  the  new 
building,  the  southwest  corner  of  Boardman 
and  Phelps  streets,  a  substantial  three  and  a 
half  story  structure  of  brick  and  stone,  and 
from  then  until  now  the  Vindicator  has  made 
rapid  progress  and  was  among  the  first  to 
install  Mergenthaler  linotypes,  of  which  it 
now  has  eight,  and  among  them  machines 
provided  with  the  very  latest  improvements. 
About  five  years  ago  the  eight-page  perfecting 
press  was  superseded  by  the  most  modern 
twenty-four  page  perfecting  color-printing  and 
folding  machine,  with  a  capacity  of  twenty- 
four  thousand  folded  papers  in  an  hour.  There 
are  semi-weekly,  Sunday  and  daily  editions, 
the  daily  being  a  paper  of  never  fewer  than 
twelve  pages,  frequently  sixteen  and  at  least 
on  one  day — Friday — twenty- four;  there  are 
thirty-two  pages  in  the  Sunday  issue.  These 
facts  indicate  the  metropolitan  character  of 
the  paper.  This  journal  in  business  enterprise 
and  influence  is  surpassed  by  no  other  paper 
in  a  city  the  size  of  Youngstown. 

The  officers  of  The  Vindicator  Printing 
Company  are:  John  H.  Clarke,  president; 
William  F.  Maag,  Jr.,  vice-president;  Henry 
W.  Smith,  secretary,  and  William  F.  Maag, 
treasurer  and  general  manager.  In  the  Vin- 
dicator Block  and  controlled  by  the  Vindicator 
Printing  Company  are  an  up-to-date  job  de- 
partment, a  book  bindery,  the  Arc  Engravinor 
Company  and  the  Vindicator  with  its  semi- 
weekly,  daily  and  Sunday  editions.  To  house 
all  these  a  four-story  addition,  doubling  the 
floor  space  in  the  original  building,  has  just 
been  erected.  In  fourteen  years  Youngstown 
has  made  remarkable  progress  in  many  direc- 
tions and  in  a  large  number  of  enterprises, 
but  in  none  has  progress  been  more  uniform, 
more  rapid  and  more  conspicuous  than  in  the 
concerns  controlled  by  The  Vindicator  Print- 
ing Company. 

William  Frederick  Maag,  manager  of  the 


Youngstown  Vindicator,  was  born  in  Ebingen, 
in  the  state  of  Wurtemburg,  southern  Ger- 
'  many,  February  28,  1850.  He  attended  the 
Eibingen  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
was  apprenticed  to  a  printer ;  the  full  term  of 
apprenticeship  was  four  years,  but  he  left  at 
the  end  of  three  years  to  come  to  America. 
In  1867,  directly  after  his  arrival  in  the  United 
States,  he  went  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  secured  a  place  on  a  German  paper, 
the  Daily  Hcrold.  Shortly  afterward  he  went 
to  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  which  had  become 
the  home  of  a  great  many  Germans,  and  while 
employed  on  a  paper  there  he  met  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Ducasse,  who  in  1872  became  his  wife. 

In  1875,  after  four  years  with  the  Indiana 
Staats-Zeitung  in  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  Mr. 
Maag  came  to  Youngstown,  which  has  ever 
since  been  his  home.  Upon  his  arrival  he 
bought  the  Youngstown  Rtmdschau,  a  weekly 
German  newspaper  which  he  still  conducts. 
Until  1887  ^*s  experience  had  been  only  in  the 
German  field,  but  the  Youngstown  Vindicator 
being  for  sale  in  that  year  he  bought  it,  pub- 
lished it  for  a  year  by  himself  and  then  entered 
into  partnership  with  the  late  John  M.  Webb, 
Mr.  Webb  acting  as  editor  and  Mr.  Maag 
having  charge  of  the  business  side.  A  year 
later,  in  1889,  Mr.  Maag  undertook  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Daily  Vindicator  and  organized 
the  stock  company  of  which  he  has  from  the 
beginning  been  business  manager  and  treas- 
urer. Though  actively  interested  in  the  affairs 
of  the  city  he  did  not  hold  political  office  until 
1901,  when  he  was  nominated  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  for  state  representative  and  was 
elected  by  the  substantial  majority  of  643, 
though  the  remainder  of  the  ticket  was  Re- 
publican. He  served  but  one  term.  His  chief 
care  has  always  been  the  Vindicator,  which 
under  his  direction  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  papers  of  the  state. 

Rundschau,  Youngstown. — For  a  third  of 
a  century  the  Youngstown  Rundschau  has 
been  the  only  German  newspaper  published  in 
the  territory  between  Cleveland  and  Pittsburg, 
and  during  all  but  one  year  of  that  time  it  has 
been  under  the  same  control.  Established  in 
the  summer  of  1874  by  Henry  Gentz,  the 
Rundschau  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  Au- 
gust I  of  that  year,  with  Rudolph  Wilbrandt 
as  editor  and  manager.  In  July  of  the  next 
year  William  F.  Maag  bought  it,  the  first  issue 
under  his  charge  coming  out  just  twelve 
months  after  the  initial  number.     The  paper 
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was  then  a  small  folio  with  sheets  about  half 
the  present  size,  but  two  years  later  the  num- 
ber of  pages  was  doubled,  and  as  time  went 
on  and  circulation  and  interest  in  the  paper 
grew  with  the  coming  of  more  Germans  to  this 
territory  the  size  was  gradually  increased  until 
after  being  issued  every  week  for  thirty-three 
years  it  now  contains  sixteen  pages  of  the  reg- 
ular newspaper  size.  It  is  set  almost  wholly 
by  machine.  Since  Mr.  Maag  took  over  the 
Vindicator  the  two  papers  have  had  offices  to- 
gether. 

The  aim  of  the  Rundschau  is  to  give  all  the 
important  general  and  local  news  of  the  week, 
to  print  weekly  letters  from  various  parts  of 
Germany  and  from  places  in  the  vicinity  of 
Youngstown  and  to  publish  good  and  enter- 
taining literature.  In  politics  it  is  independ- 
ent. In  its  editorial  charge  have  been  found 
the  well-known  names  of  Fred  Riederer,  Gus- 
tav  Schill,  Emil  Braun,  A.  Sparkuhl,  Frederick 
Oertly,  Otto  Glus,  Theodore  Schuele  and  the 
present  editor,  Theodore  Lange.  William  F. 
Maag  has  been  the  manager  since  the  paper 
came  into  his  possession.  The  Rundschcm  has 
attained  to  considerable  influence  through  be- 
ing the  only  German  paper  in  the  territory 
where  large  numbers  of  Germans  have  set- 
tled, but  its  greatest  service  has  probably  con- 
sisted in  maintaining  among  the  Germans  in 
this  country  interest  in  the  language  and 
thought  and  customs  of  the  Fatherland. 

Colonel  George  Turner,  of  Geneva,  Ash- 
tabula county,  was  born  in  Montville,  Connec- 
ticut, August  12,  1794,  and  came  to  the  New 
Connecticut,  or  Western  Reserve,  about  the 
year  1820-21,  locating  at  Jefferson,  the  seat 
of  the  newly  erected  county  of  Ashtabula.  He 
was  a  young  man  of  charming  manners  and 
personal  appearance,  and  was  accomplished  in 
music,  penmanship  and  drawing. 

While  a  resident  of  Jefferson  he  assisted 
Quintus  F.  Atkins  in  the  auditor's  office,  and 
while  discharging  the  duties  of  deputy  auditor 
surveyed  and  prepared  a  set  of  township  maps, 
which  are  preserved  in  the  archives  of  the 
county  and  are  beautiful  specimens  of  his 
handicraft. 

In  Januarv,  1822,  he  married  Emilv,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Quintus  F.  Atkins.  Pre- 
viously he  had  purchased  of  his  father-in-law 
a  farm  located  at  the  north  and  south  of  Indian 
creek,  now  become  famous  as  the  possible  out- 
let of  the  projected  Lake  Erie  canal.  To  this 
remote  spot  he  brought  his  young  wife  and 


here  he  made  his  home  for  more  than  forty 
years,  and  reared  sons  and  daughters;  here 
also  they  dispensed  that  open  hospitality  for 
which  their  home  was  noted,  and  here  centered 
much  of  the  social  life  of  that  sparsely  settled 
locality.  Mr.  Turner  received  his  title  by 
being  appointed  colonel  of  the  First  regiment 
of  state  militia,  and  the  writer  well  remembers 
the  elaborate  uniform,  with  epaulets  and 
cocked  hat,  with  sword  and  sash,  that  was 
worn  by  Colonel  Turner  and  donned  only  for 
general  training  days.  He  always  retained  the 
title,  although  he  took  no  part  in  the  training 
for  several  years  before  the  militia  was  merged 
into  the  "National  Guards." 

Mr.  Turner  was  a  skilled  mechanic  and  a 
man  of  inventive  genius.  Quick  to  observe 
the  natural  resources  at  his  command,  he  soon 
set  to  work  to  utilize  the  advantages  offered 
by  the  little  stream  which  watered  his  farm.- 
By  building  a  dam  he  created  a  large,  deep 
pond,  and  about  1825  he  erected  the  first  saw 
mill  in  this  part  of  the  county.  This  offered 
to  the  widely  scattered  settlers  the  possession 
of  greater  comforts  and  luxuries  unknown 
bfcfore.  The  forests  began  to  fall  away  before 
the  woodman's  ax,  and  framed  houses  and 
barns  took  the  place  of  the  universal  log  cabin ; 
new  settlers  came  with  growing  families; 
schools  and  churches  were  installed,  and  life 
began  to  grow  in  interest  throughout  the  wil- 
derness bordering  on  the  lake  shore.  The 
products  of  this  mill  not  needed  in  making 
homes,  together  with  great  quantities  of  cord- 
wood,  were  drawn  to  the  bank  of  the  lake 
and  loaded  by  flat-boats  onto  sailing  vessels. 
These  in  fair  weather  anchored  near  the  shore 
to  receive  their  cargoes.  It  was  a  busy  life 
on  these  occasions,  and  day  and  night  the 
work  went  on  until  the  loading,  was  completed ; 
or  perhaps  a  sudden  storm  interrupted  the 
work  and  the  sailing  vessels  betook  them- 
selves to  deeper  water,  to  return  when  the 
storm  was  over.  To  aid  this  traffic  and  also 
in  the  stone  and  limestone  trade,  which  was 
growing:  around  the  islands  in  Sandusky  Bay, 
Mr.  Turner,  in  company  with  Makepeace 
Fitch,  who  also  owned  a  landing  or  shipping 
place,  built  a  boat  of  thirty  tons  burthen,  near 
the  mill,  called  the  "Geneva/'  and  launched 
it  into  the  creek.  The  floodgates  of  the  mill 
were  opened  and  with  the  aid  of  neighbors 
and  manv  yoke  of  oxen  it  was  drawn  to 
deeper  water  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  where 
it  was  fitted  with  a  mast  and  sails.  While 
only  a  sloop,  it  was  a  brave  little  vessel  and 


^/e^  e/n^ 


^<^-7zo-r^ 


^.»<22t;^^^,^»^».^,^  >'4C2>^^««.»*_^ 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1475 


did  valiant  and  profitable  service  for  its  own- 
ers. This  was  undoubtedly  the  first  boat  built 
for  commercial  purposes  on  the  shores  of  Lake 
Erie,  in  Geneva,  but  not  by  any  means  the 
last.  Mr.  Turner's  two  sons,  Horatio  and 
Matthew,  were  growing  to  manhood  and  each 
was  learning  the  art  of  seamanship  on  the 
Great  Lakes  and  looking  forward  to  some- 
thing more  than  the  command  of  a  sloop. 

About  1845  a  new  mill  was  built  in  a  more 
accessible  location.  The  old  dam  was  strength- 
ened and  raised ;  a  canal  or  race  was  built 
from  the  pond  to  the  new  mill,  and  new  ma- 
chinery  and,   later,   a   gang   saw   and   steam 
power  were  added — the  first  in   the  county. 
Now  all  kinds  of  building,  material  are  made, 
even  ship  planking  and  timbers,  lath  and  shin- 
gles.    In  all  of  these  improvements  Colonel 
Turner  was  the  busy  and  energetic  promoter. 
In  1846-7,  in  partnership  with  Eleakim  Rob- 
erts, a  capitalist,  and  James  Mills,  a  merchant, 
both  of  Unionville,  he  built  a  schooner  named 
the  "Philena   Mills."     She  was   laid   on   the 
flats  east  of  the  mouth  of  Indian  creek,  where 
there  was   then   ample   room   for   sheds   and 
vessel,  but  which  was  years  ago  claimed  by 
the  encroaching  waters  of  the  lake.    This  was 
a  vessel  of  270  tons  burthen  and  then  one  of 
the  largest  sailing  vessels  on  the  lakes.     Mr. 
Turner's  oldest  son,  Horatio,  commanded  this 
vessel,  and  in  later  years  commanded  a  ship 
owned  by  himself  and  brother,  sailing  from 
San  Francisco  to  the  Sandwich  and  Society 
islands.     The   following  year   another  vessel 
was  built  on  the  same  spot,  named  the  "George 
R.  Roberts,''  and  financed  by  Colonel  Turner 
and  Lemuel  Barber,  of  Chicago,  formerly  of 
Unionville.     The  "Roberts"  was  modeled  and 
rigged  under  direction  of  Matthew,  Mr.  Tur- 
ner's second  son,  who  had  original  ideas  of 
construction,  and  she  proved  one  of  the  fastest 
and  safest  sailing  vessels  afloat.  Matthew  sailed 
her  as  captain  until  the  close  of  the  season  of 
1849,  when,  being  seized  by  the  California  gold 
fever,  he  left  the  lakes  for  the  mines.    In  time 
he  owned  ships  of  his  own,  sailing  to  nearly 
all  the  ports  of  commercial  importance  in  the 
world,   and   on   a   trip   from   Amur   river   he 
brought  to  San  Francisco  the  first  cargo  of 
codfish  to  reach  that  port,  and  thus  directed 
attention  to  the  possibilities  of  trade  with  the 
Asiatic  coast.     Later  Captain  Turner  estab- 
lished shipyards  at  Renecia,  on  San  Francisco 
bay,  where  he  became  famous  as  a  builder  of 
fast  sailing  yachts  and  coast  trading  vessels. 
His   elder  brother  was  associated  with  him, 


and  thus  they  carried  on  the  line  of  work  on 
the  Pacific  coast  that  their  father  had  begun 
on  the  Atlantic  and  on  the  shores  of  the  great 
inland  seas.  These  brothers  lived  in  San  Fran- 
cisco from  its  very  beginning,  and  died  there 
in  the  years  1906  and  1909,  respectively.  In 
all,  228  3eagoing  vessels  were  designed,  mod- 
eled and  built  by  Captain  Turner  between  the 
years  1868  and  1905. 

Colonel  Turner  continued  his  business  on 
the  lake  shore  until  1853-4,  when  he  left  his 
farm,  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  removed 
to  the  village  of  Geneva,  where  he  spent  the 
remaining  years   of  his   life.     When  eighty- 
eight  years  of  age  he  visited  his  sons  in  Cali- 
fornia and  made  a  sea  voyage  with  his  son 
Horatio  to  Honolulu,  and  was  said  to  have 
been  the  oldest  white  man  to  have  visited  the 
Sandwich   islands.     After  a  winter  spent  in 
San  Francisco  he  longed  to  return  to  his  old 
home,  which  he  did,  much  changed  in  health 
and  vigor.     From  that  time  his  strength  and 
faculties   declined   until   his   death,   June    18, 
1884.      Mr.    Turner's    genial    disposition    en- 
deared him  to  all  who  knew  him.     He  was 
widely  known  for  his  adventurous  spirit,  his 
intelligence   and   generosity.      He   sought  no 
notoriety,  but  was  of  all  men  most  modest  in 
his  pretentions.     In  this  respect  his  sons  were 
like  him.     He  was  also  distinguished  by  some 
oddities  of  speech  and  manner  which  became 
memorable  reminiscences  of  his  character,  but 
he  was  never  known  to  do  an  unkind  act  to 
any  person.    In  passing  he  left  sons  and  daugh- 
ters and  many  grandchildren  who  are  filling 
useful   and   responsible   positions.     Only  one 
grandchild  bears  his  name.  Captain  Louis  H. 
Turner,  of  San  Francisco. 

Charles  F.  Matteson  is  the  well-known 
agent  of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Com- 
pany. During  the  twenty-five  years  which 
cover  the  period  of  his  residence  in  Youngs- 
town  he  has  become  widely  known  to  its  citi- 
zens and  those  of  Mahoning  county,  and  he 
enjoys  an  enviable  position  in  the  business 
circles.  He  was  born  in  t^ie  village  of  Seville 
in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  June  21,  1856,  the 
eldest  son  of  Horace  E.  and  Mary  (Hulburt) 
Matteson.  Horace  Matteson,  born  in  the  year 
of  1826,  was  the  first  business  representative 
of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  he 
having  continued  as  their  agent  from  1848 
until  1 88 1,  and  in  the  latter  year  he  turned 
over  the  business  to  his  successor,  his  son 
Charles.     Mrs.  Matteson  is  yet  living  and  a 
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resident  of  Seville.  She  is  one  of  the  honored 
early  pioneers  of  that  community,  and  she  is 
well  informed  in  its  history  and  in  the  history 
of  the  early  families  of  Medina  county.  She 
is  yet  enjoying  good  health,  active  and  alert 
for  one  of  her  years,  and  she  is  loved  and  re- 
vered in  the  community  in  which  she  has  so 
long  resided. 

Charles  F.  Matteson  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive village  of  Seville,  and  after  the  comple- 
tion of  his  school  training  there  he  entered 
upon  a  clerkship  in  his  father's  store,  and 
after  the  senior  Mr.  Matteson  became  agent 
for  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company  he 
assisted  him  in  the  office  and  remained  with 
him  until  becoming  his  successor.  And  follow- 
ing that  event  he  established  his  residence  in 
Canfield,  Mahoning  county,  but  soon  after- 
ward moved  to  Youngstown,  and  here  he  has 
since  represented  his  company  in  an  able  and 
businesslike  manner  and  has  also  been  engaged 
in  the  real  estate  business.  Mr.  Matteson 
enjoys,  perhaps,  a  larger  acquaintance  in  Ma- 
honing county  than  any  other  person  residing 
in  Youngstown.  He  is  vice-president  of  the 
Las  Tunas  Citrus  Fruit  Company  of  Cuba, 
and  his  son,  Clark  H.  Matteson,  is  the  present 
superintendent  of  that  company  and  is  located 
in  Cuba.  This  fruit  farm  is  in  Orienta  of  that 
country  and  is  composed  of  eleven  hundred 
acres,  four  hundred  acres  of  which  are  de- 
voted to  the  growing  of  grape  fruit.  Clark  H. 
Mattesoh  is  the  general  manager  of  the  estate. 
He  is  the  only  child  born  of  his  father's  first 
marriage,  to  Florance  M.  Stone,  from  Seville. 
Mr.  Matteson  Sr.,  married  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Fidelia  Ripple,  of  Youngstown.  Her 
father,  George  Ripple,  was  an  early  resident 
and  a  much  respected  citizen  of  Mahoning 
countv. 

Charles  F.  Matteson  is  a  member  of  the 
Youngstown  Lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  403, 
in  which  he  has  held  all  of  the  offices,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  Camp  and  Canton  and 
a  past  grand  of  the  order.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  are. members  of  the  Westminster  Presby- 
terian church. 

Frank  H.  Ray. — The  extensive  business 
interests  of  Youngstown  and  Mahoning  county 
place  Frank  H.  Rav  amone:  the  leaders  in  their 
industrial  circles.  He  is  the  vice-president  of 
the  Central  Store  Company,  of  Youngstown, 
one  of  the  largest  mercantile  institutions  of 
northeastern  Ohio,  and  he  also  descends  from 
i  long  and  substantial  line  of  pioneers  of  this 


section  of  the  state.  He  was  born  at  Board- 
man  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  December  3, 
1852,  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Marietta 
(Austin)  Ray,  the  father  having  been  born  in 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1825,  and  the 
mother  in  Boardman,  Mahoning  county,  in 
1 83 1.  WilHam  Ray,  the  father,  was  a  son  of 
William  Ray,  who  was  born  in  Butler  county, 
Pennsylvania,  of  Scotch-Irish  extraction,  his 
parents  having  come  to  this  country  from  the 
north  of  Ireland.  The  father  of  Frank  H. 
Ray  died  in  the  year  of  1872,  but  his  wife 
survived  him  for  many  years,  dying  in  1903. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Harmon  Williams  Aus- 
tin and  Charlotte  Austin. 

Harmon  W.  Austin  was  born  in  Walling- 
ford,  New  Haven  county,  Connecticut,  in  1804. 
He  made  the  trip  from  Connecticut  to  Ohio 
by  selling  combs  and  Yankee  notions  of  various 
kinds.  He  finally  settled  in  Boardman,  Ma- 
honing county.  After  locating  in  Mahoning 
county  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  both 
harness  and  brooms,  which  he  sold  to  the  set- 
tlers, and  also  when  his  stock  would  accumu- 
late to  a  sufficient  extent  he  would  load  his 
brooms  and  harness  on  a  boat  on  the  Ohio 
river  and  take  them  to  New  Orleans  for  dis- 
posal. He  died  suddenly  in  the  year  of  185 1, 
being  survived  by  his  wife.  Mrs.  Marietta 
Austin  Ray  was  a  granddaughter  of  Charlotte 
and  Joseph  Bishop,  who  after  their  marriage 
at  Snow  Hill,  Maryland,  made  the  journey  to 
Ohio  on  horseback,  through  the  dense  forest 
and  wilderness.  They  stopped  with  relatives 
not  far  from  Youngstown  until  they  could 
build  their  own  little  log  cabin  in  the  same 
neighborhood.  They  were  among  the  earliest 
of  the  pioneers  in  this  community,  and  the  first 
years  of  their  residence  were  fraught  with 
dangers  and  hardships.  They  saw  the  dense 
forests  gradually  disappear  and  give  place  to 
flourishing  farms  and  homes,  and  they  per- 
formed their  full  share  in  this  transformation. 
Joseph  Bishop  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-seven, 
and  his  wife  was  eighty-eight  at  the  time  of 
her  death. 

Frank  H.  Ray  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Poland  and  later 
attended  Poland  Seminary.  After  leaving  the 
schoolroom  he  was  variously  engaged,  for  a 
time  clerking  in  a  store,  and  although  that 
occupation  proved  very  congenial  to  his  tastes 
he  was  influenced  by  his  father  to  leave  the 
store  and  learn  the  carpenter's  trade,  for  at 
that  time  it  was  common  for  all  boys  to  take 
up  some  trade.     But  after  completing  his  ap- 
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prenticeship   the   young   lad   returned   to   the 
store,  and  by  saving  his  money  he  was  soon 
able  to  start  in  business  for  himself  in  a  small 
way.      After    disposing   of    that   business    he 
became  a  salesman  on  the  road  for  a  wholesale 
house,  and  proved  eminently  successful  in  that 
position.     His  ambition  was  to  become  one  of 
the  best  salesmen  of  his  house  on  the  road, 
and  believing  that  if  he  proved  successful  for 
others  he  could  be  successful  in  business  for 
himself  he  in  1897  became  the  manager  of  the 
\^alley  Store,  which  after  a  time  was  closed 
out,  and  in  1904  with  others  Mr.  Ray  was  in- 
sln'imental    in   organizing   the   Central    Store 
Company,     of     Youngstown.     Although     the 
business  was  started  in  a  small  way  it  has  rap- 
idlv  grown  in  proportions  until  it  has  devel- 
oped into  The  Central  Store  Company,  one  of 
the  largest   corporations   of   its   kind    in   the 
Mahoning  valley.    It  was  incorporated  in  1904. 
It  now  occupies  a  fireproof  brick  and  concrete 
business  building  having  a  frontage  of  seventy- 
seven  feet  on  East  Federal  street  and  1 50  feet  on 
South  Champion  street,  containing  four  floors 
and  a  basement.    The  officers  of  the  company 
are:  James  A.  Campbell,  president;  Frank  H. 
Ray,  vice-president,  and  ]VIyron  E.  Dennison, 
secretary  and  treasurer.    The  business  is  splen- 
didly organized   and   under   the   direction   of 
Mr.  Ray,  with  a  lar^e  corps  of  efficient  clerks 
representing  the  different  departments  of  the 
store  and  the  various  floors. 

Mr.  Ray  has  been  twice  married,  wedding 
first  Mary  Elizabeth  Dennison,  of  Youngs- 
town. a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  P. 
Dennison,  and  the  two  daughters  born  to  the 
union  are  Helen  Austin  and  Mary  McMaster. 
Both  are  graduates  of  well-known  institutions. 
The  younger  graduated  from  the  Chicago  Kin- 
dergarten College  and  the  Rayen  high 
school,  and  she  is  now  teaching  in  the  public 
schools  of  Chicago.  Illinois.  The  older  daugh- 
ter is  the  wife  of  P.  ('!.  Warren,  of  that  city. 
In  1897  Mr.  Ray  married  .XFiss  CiabrieUe 
Lightner,  of  Youngstown.  11ie  Ray  home  i< 
an  attractive  residence  in  Votuigstown.  Wv. 
Ray  is  a  lover  of  dogs  and  the  rod  and  gnn. 
and  he  obtains  much  real  enjoyment  anri  exer- 
cise from  fishing  and  himting. 

Chauncv  a.  Corn  rax  i<  one  of  the  ])ronii- 
nent  young  business  men  of  Youngstown.  and 
he  is  the  secretary  of  the  Yotmgstown  Iron 
and  Steel  Roofing  Company.  FTe  is  one  of  the 
native  born  sons  of  this'  city.  I  lis  father, 
Lucius  E.  Cochran,  is  one  of  the  mo*;t  promi- 


nent of  Ytnmgstown's  business  men.  He  was 
lx)rn  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  June  12,  1842, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Humason)  Coch- 
ran, and  Robert  was  a  son  of  George  H. 
Cochran,  a  merchant  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, wlio  transferred  his  mercantile  interests 
lo  X'icnna,  Ohio,  in  1816.  Robert  Cochran 
was  a  farmer,  and  he  spent  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Logan  county,  Ohio.  In  1862 
Lucius  \\.  C'ochran,  after  jntrsuing  a  commer- 
cial course  in  Pittsburg,  became  a  bc^ikkceper 
for  the  firm  of  Andrews  ^'  Hitchcock,  of 
Youngstown,  and  ^\^  years  later  was  made  a 
member  of  the  manufacturing  firm  of  An-  ' 
(Irews  P.rothers  &  Cc^mjiany,  of  Haselton,  and 
following  the  consolidatifni  of  that  firm  with 
the  Xiles  Iron  Company  in  1880  Mr.  Cochran 
was  made  the  first  president  and  treasurer  of 
the  new  concern.  lie  has  extensive  interests 
in  various  manufactories  and  ranks  among  the 
foremost  men  of  business  in  the  Mahoning 
valley.  Fn  t868  Mr.  Cochran  married  Mary 
Isabella  IJrownlee.  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Leah  fIV>wers)  IJrownlee,  and  two  sons  were 
born  into  their  household,  but  Robert  FV,  the 
elder,  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years. 

Chauncv  A.  (V)chran  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  of  Youngstown  and  in  the 
F*eekskill  Military  Academy  at  Peekskill.  Xew 
York,  of  which  he  is  a  graduate.  After  at- 
taining manhood's  estate  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  the  manufacturing  business 
and  is  now  the  secretary  of  the  Youngstown 
Iron  and  Steel  Roofing  Company,  his  father 
being  the  president  and  the  chief  stockholder 
in  tlie  industry.  Mr.  Cochran.  Jr.,  married 
Sarah  F^.  Davis,  a  daughter  of  the  late  Ffon. 
John  R.  Davis,  for  many  years  prominent  both 
in  the  nnhlic  and  business  life  of  Mahoning 
cotmty.  ^^r.  Davis  was  educated  at  Western 
['niversity.  Pittsbtirg,  and  for  three  years 
after  leaving  college  served  as  private  secre- 
tarv  to  the  Hon.  A.  FFowells,  Tnited  States 
consul  at  CarditT,  \Vale<,  and  upon  returning 
\c,  hi^  native  conntr\-  in  1864  he  enlisted  in 
the  155th  Regiment,  <  )hir)  \'olunteer  Infantry, 
anri  served  with  his  command  tmtil  the  close 
of  the  ("ivil  war.  <  )n  Janunry  r.  1867.  he  mar- 
rin!  Maria  S.  Richard's,  Mrn  in  Tioga  county. 
lVnn<ylvnnia.  and  following  hi^  marriage  he 
was  engagerl  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  ^'oungs- 
town  until  elected  the  sheriff  of  Mahonine 
countv  in  1872,  and  he  wa-^  re-electerl  to  that 
position  in  1874.  On  retiring  from  office  on 
tl**  '        *  Tanuar}',  1877,  he  embarkerl  m  the 

1  insurance  bu^ine^^,  thus  con- 
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tinuing  until  his  death  on  February  13,  1900. 
His  sons,  John  R.  and  Ralph  G.  Davis,  have 
since  conducted  the  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  John  R.  Davis'  Sons.  The  Hon.  John 
R.  Davis  was  elected  a  member  of  the  general 
assembly  of  Ohio  in  1889,  and  re-elected  in 
1 89 1.  Four  sons  and  a  daughter  survive  him. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chauncy  A.  Cochran  have 
two  children,  Lucius  D.  and  Esther  Marie. 
The  family  home  is  at  680  Bryson  street.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cochran  are  members  of  the  Memo- 
rial Presbyterian  church  of  Youngstown.  Mr. 
Cochran  is  also  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the 
leading  clubs  of  the  city. 

Hugh  L.  McElroy. — The  name  of  Hugh 
Lytle  McElroy  is  synonymous  with  the  mer- 
cantile life  of  Youngstown,  and  he  has  won  a 
reputation  in  business  which  extends  through- 
out Ohio.  He  is  the  president  and  general 
manager  of  the  H.  L.  McElroy  Company  at 
Youngstown,  the  largest  house  furnishing 
company  in  the  retail  line  in  the  entire  state 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  McElroy  is  the  organizer  as 
well  as  the  president  and  manager  of  this 
large  industrial  concern,  and  the  store  at 
Youngstown  is  one  of  sixteen  others  of  its 
kind  located  at  different  points  in  the  United 
States.  The  H.  L.  McElroy  Company  was 
incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  was  later  increased  to 
twenty-five  thousand  and  in  1901  to  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars.  The  Youngstown  store 
occupies  an  acre  and  one-half  of  floor  space, 
and,  as  above  stated,  is  the  largest  retail  fur- 
niture establishment  in  Ohio.  The  business  is 
enormous  and  employment  is  given  to  an  army 
of  assistants.  Mr.  McElroy  devotes  his  entire 
time  to  looking  after  the  aflfairs  of  the  Youngs- 
town store.  He  occupies  a  high  place  in  com- 
mercial circles  and  is  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Youngstown  Chamber  of  Commerce,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  prime  movers  in  the  or- 
ganization of  that  body,  and  was  a  member 
of  its  first  board  of  directors.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Foraker  Club  and  of  the. 
Youngstown  Club. 

The  .founder  of  the  McElroy  family  in 
America  was  James  McElroy,  great-great- 
grandfather of  the  Youngstown  merchant.  He 
was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  and  on  emi- 
grating to  America  settled  in  Pennsylvania. 
His  son,  the  Hon.  James  McElroy,  the  second, 
was  born  in  that  state  in  181 1  and  resided 
many  years   at   West   Fairfield.     He   was   a 


prominent  citizen  and  a  member  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania legislature. 

William  B.  McElroy,  a  son  of  the  Hon. 
James  and  the  father  of  Hugh  L.  McElroy, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1841.  In  early 
manhood  he  moved  to  Iowa  and  became  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  interests  of  that 
state.  He  served  four  years  in  the  Civil  war 
with  distinction,  enlisting  as  a  private  and  ris- 
ing in  rank  to  adjutant  in  the  Fourth  Regi- 
ment, Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  under 
General  Philip  Sheridan,  and  he  was  seriously 
wounded  on  four  occasions.  At  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  he  was  captured  by  the  enemy, 
and  in  making  his  escape  five  minutes  later 
he  was  very  seriously  wounded.  He  partici- 
pated in  many  of  the  hard-fought  battles  of 
the  war  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of 
General  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House. 
Immediatelv  after  his  return  from  the  war  he 
married  Jane  G.  Lytle,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  a  daughter  of  Hugh  Lytle,  and  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McElroy  then  moved  west  and  lo- 
cated on  a  valuable  farm  in  Linn  county,  which 
Mr.  McElroy  operated  and  where  he  died  in 
1889.  His  widow  still  survives  him  and  re- 
sides with  the  youngest  son  at  Tacoma,  Wash- 
ington. Of  their  eight  children — Hugh  L., 
James  I.,  Edward  H.,  Harry  A.,  William  B., 
John  A.,  Ralph  G.  and  Susan  M. — the  first 
born  is  the  only  one  living  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Hugh  L.  McElroy  was  born  November  19, 
t866,  at  Fairfax  in  Linn  county,  Iowa,  and  he 
attended  school  there  and  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  Monmouth  College  in  Illinois.  When 
but  a  lad  of  seventeen  he  began  teaching 
school,  and  after  following  that  occupation  for 
two  years  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  store  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  remaining  there  eighteen 
months,  and  there  he  gained  the  experience 
which  served  as  a  stepping  stone  to  higher 
things.  In  the  early  winter  of  1888  he  came 
to  Youngstown,  and  for  three  years  afterward 
was  with  the  firm  of  J.  N.  Euwers  &  Son,  as 
manager  of  their  carpet  department,  and  after 
the  death  of  his  uncle,  Frank  Lytle,  he  en- 
tered into  partnership  in  the  furniture  business 
with  his  uncle's  widow,  the  business  relation 
continuing  for  two  years  under  the  firm  style 
of  Lytle  &  McElroy. 

Prior  to  accepting  a  responsible  position 
with  a  large  mercantile  establishment  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  Mr.  McElroy  was  con- 
nected for  a  short  time  with  the  E.  M.  McGil- 
lan  Company  at  Youngstown.     He  remained 
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in  Pittsburg  for  almost  three  years  in  charge 
of  the  carpet  and  upholstering  department  at 
KauflFman*s,  the  largest  store  of  its  kind  there, 
and  then  returned  to  Youngstown  in  1896,  and 
it  was  with  the  intention  of  establishing  in  this 
city  the  largest  general  furniture  and  house 
furnishing  business  that  Mr.  McElroy  selected 
Youngstown  as  his  field  of  endeavor,  and  in 
this  purpose  he  has  succeeded  far  beyond  his 
expectations.  He  has  always  participated 
actively  in  public  affairs  and  has  been  an  im- 
portant factor  in  Republican  politics,  working 
more,  however,  for  his  friends  than  for  him- 
self. He  has  served  as  chairman  of  the  Re- 
publican city  committee.  He  is  also  prominent 
in  the  fraternal  order  of  Knights  of  Pythias,  a 
past  chancellor  commander  and  for  ten  years 
a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  He  is  a 
past  exalted  ruler  of  Youngstown  Lodge,  No. 
55,  B.  P.  O.  E.,  and  has  been  for  two  years 
district  deputy  grand  exalted  ruler  for  north- 
eastern Ohio.  For  many  years  he  has  also 
been  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Tabernacle  Presbvterian  church  and  is  chair- 
man  of  its  board  of  trustees. 

At  Xiles,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1894, 
Mr.  McElrov  was  married  to  Anna  Benedict, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  house  as  was  the 
late  lamented  President  William  •  McKinley, 
and  she  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  James  S. 
Benedict,  who  died  in  iSqS- 

William  G.  Storrs,  former  vice-president 
and  general  manager  of  the  nursery  firm  of 
Storrs  &  Harrison  Company,  Painesville,  was 
born  in  Cortland  county.  New  York,  January 
19,  1840.  Jesse  Storrs,  his  father  and  the 
founder  of  this  large  industry,  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire  and  was  born  in  1808. 
When  a  bov  he  went  with  his  father  to  Cort- 
land  county,  New  York,  and  there,  after  reach- 
ing his  majority,  started  a  small  nursery,  work- 
ing at  it  in  the  summer  and  teaching  school 
in  the  winter.  Thus  he  continued  for  twenty 
years.  In  1853  ^^^  ^^Id  his  farm  and  nursery, 
and  the  following  year  came  to  Lake  county, 
Ohio.  Here  he  bought  seventv-five  acres  of 
land  and  on  a  portion  of  it  started  in  a  small 
wav  the  nursery  which  is  now  the  largest 
horticultural  and  floricultural  nurserv  farm  in 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Storrs  was  a  man  of 
untiring  energy,  and  to  his  early  efforts  in 
connection  with  this  establishment  is  largely 
due  its  wonderful  success.  His  active  and 
useful  career  was  terminated  bv  his  death  at 
Painesville  in  March,  1881.    His  worthy  com- 
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panion,  whose  maiden  name  was  Harriet  Gates 
and  who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  sur- 
vived him  several  years,  her  death  occurring 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  Both  were 
prominent  members  of  the  Congregational 
church.  Mr.  Storrs  was  a  deacon  in  the 
church  for  many  years.  Of  their  nine  children, 
only  one,  Willis  P.,  whose  sketch  follows  this, 
survives  at  this  writing,  1909. 

William  G.  Storrs  was  educated  at  the  high 
school  of  Painesville.  When  he  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  and  his  brother  Horatio  drove 
through  from  New  York  to  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  coming  three  months  in  advance  of  the 
rest  of  the  family  and  bringing  with  them  two 
bushels  of  apple  seed  with  which  to  start  the 
nursery.  Here  William  G.  spent  his  youth, 
assisting  his  father  and  helping  to  develop 
their  new  enterprise,  and  was  just  merging 
into  manhood  when  the  great  Civil  war  burst 
upon  the  country.  August  22,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Second  Ohio  Cavalry, 
and  served  until  September  17,  1865,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  The  early  part  of 
his  war  service  was  in  the  western  ariny,  at 
Fort  Scott  and  through  the  Indian  Territory. 
He  returned  to  Ohio  in  December,  1862,  and 
recruited  through  the  winter  at  Columbus, 
Ohio.  Leaving  Camp  Chase,  April  6,  1863, 
he  went  to  Kentucky  and  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  operating  through  that  state 
until  fall,  when  he  went  with  Burnside  to  east 
Tennessee,  being  among  those  first  to  occupy 
Knoxville.  Later  they  were  engaged  with 
Longstreet's  forces  in  Virginia,  during  which 
time,  for  lack  of  supplies,  they  suffered  many 
hardships.  These  brave  soldiers  slept  on  the 
ground  when  the  thermometer  marked  zero. 
In  January,  1864,  his  regiment  veteranized  and 
he  came  home  on  a  thirty-day  furlough,  and 
in  April  was  with  Grant's  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  in  May  was  with  Grant's  army  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania 
and  Cold  Harbor,  crossing  the  James  river 
June  17.  Lentil  January  17  the  brave  men  slept 
at  night  with  their  clothes  on  and  never  un- 
saddled their  horses.  In  August,  Mr.  Storrs 
become  blind  from  the  effects  of  erysipelas 
and  was  taken  from  the  field  hospital  to  New 
York  city,  from  whence  he  was  transferred  to 
Willits  Point,  Long  Island.  He  requested  that 
he  might  be  brought  to  Cleveland,  but  the 
local  authorities  refused  to  comply  with  his 
request,  and  it  was  not  until  after  he  had  writ- 
ten a  personal  letter  to  Secretary  Stanton  that 
he  was  moved  to  Cleveland.     After  his  re- 
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CO  very  he  joined  his  regiment,  in  December, 
1864,  and  continued  in  service  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  present  at  Lee's  sur- 
render, after  which  he  went  to  Washington, 
and  from  there  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  He 
remained  at  St.  Louis  and  at  Springfield,  Mis- 
souri, until  the  date  of  his  discharge. 

Mr.  Storrs  was  married  September  2,  1868, 
to  Mary  E.  Post,  of  Painesville.  To  this  union 
were  born  four  children:  Mary,  Henrietta, 
Sarah,  and  Eugenia.  He  was  an  active  Re- 
publican and  was  several  years  a  member  of 
the  county  committee  and  controlled  as  many 
votes  as  any  other  man  in  the  county.  He 
never  sought  office  for  himself,  but  was  a 
hard  worker  for  his  party.  He  was  a  trustee 
of  the  Congregational  church  many  years.  He 
died  October  22,  1901,  aged  sixty-one.  His 
widow  resides  on  the  farm  and  is  still  asso- 
ciated with  the  firm  of  which  her  husband  was 
a  member. 

^iLLis  P.  Storrs,  of  Painesville,  who  in 
1906  retired  from  his  active  participation  of 
fifty  years  in  the  development  of  the  great 
nursery  business  of  the  Storrs  &  Harrison 
Company,  is  the  son  of  the  founder  of  an 
establishment  which  so  far  leads  the  industries 
of  Lake  county  that  it  employs  more  men  than 
all  of  its  other  manufactories  combined,  and 
is  among  the  most  prominent  of  its  kind  in 
the  world.  Not  a  -few  have  contributed  to  the 
growth  of  this  mammoth  in  business  and  com- 
merce, but  it  has  received  its  uninterrupted 
infusion  of  life  blood  from  representatives  of 
the  Storrs  and  Harrison  families  from  the 
first,  and  no  source  from  which  it  has  drawn 
vitality  and  upbuilding  elements  proved  more 
constant  and  prolific  than  its  able  partner  of 
recent  vears,  Willis  P.  Storrs.  The  Storrs  & 
Harrison  Company  presents  one  of  the  unique 
features  in  American  industrial  history,  as  its 
development  to  its  present  mammoth  propor- 
tions has  consisted  in  a  natural  growth  with- 
out the  stimulation  of  outside  capital  and 
mainly  through  the  reinvestment  of  its  own 
profits.  In  this  remarkable  financial  achieve- 
ment the  Storrs  and  the  Harrisons  are  also 
the  chief  agencies. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of 
Marathon,  New  York,  born  on  the  19th  of 
January,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Har- 
riet (Gates)  Storrs.  His  father  was  a  New 
Hampshire  man,  born  in  Concord,  and  when 
a  young  man  moved  to  Marathon,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  growing  of  nursery  stock.    In 


1854  he  transferred  his  business  to  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  purchasing  sixty  acres  of  land 
two  miles  east  of  Painesville  and  at  first,  with 
the  assistance  of  his  three  sons,  cultivating  ten 
acres  of  this  tract.  About  four  years  later 
the  elder  Mr.  Storrs  formed  a  partnership 
in  the  propagation  of  nursery  stock  with  J.  J. 
Harrison,  who  had  already  established  a  simi- 
lar enterprise  even  on  a  smaller  scale.  They 
were  both  industrious,  enterprising,  and  thor- 
ough masters  of  the  business,  and  by  1881  the 
enterprise  has  grown  to  such  proportions  that 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  incorporate  the 
firm.  In  that  year  the  change  was  therefore 
effected  and,  under  the  style  of  the  Storrs  & 
Harrison  Company,  Mr.  Harrison  was  elected 
president  of  the  reorganized  concern,  with 
Jesse  Storrs  as  chief  advisory  partner,  and  his 
two  sons,  William  G.  and  Willis  P.,  active 
associates.  The  founder  of  the  business  died 
in  1882,  in  his  seventy-seventh  year,  with  a 
handsome  competency  and  universally  honored 
in  the  community  in  which  he  had  been  so 
large  a  figure  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  His  widow  survived  him  four  years. 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jesse  Storrs,  four  reached  maturity.  Eme- 
line  G.  married  Omar  Griswold,  a  farmer,  of 
'Little  Mountain,  Ohio,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-one :  William  G.  and  Willis  P.,  twins, 
the  former  having  died  in  1901 ;  and  Horatio, 
who  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  in  which  he  became  corporal,  was 
captured,  and  died  in  Salisbury  prison,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four. 

Willis  P.  Storrs  was  fourteen  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  moved  to  Lake  county,  and, 
with  his  twin  brother,  William  G.,  faithfully 
assisted'  his  father  in  the  cultivation  of  his 
nursery  farm.  He  served  two  years  in  the 
Civil  war  as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Eighty- 
eighth  Ohio  \'olunteer  Infantry,  after  which 
he  gave  all  the  energies  and  abilities  of  his 
manhood  to  the  advancement  of  the  Storrs- 
Harrison  enterprise,  until  his  retirement  from 
the  triumphant  business  in  1906.  He  resides 
in  a  pleasant  home  on  the  old  farm,  comfort- 
ably occupied  in  the  care  and  promotion  of 
his  financial  and  business  interests,  which  are 
large  and  growing.  In  1868  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  A.  Ogden,  daughter  of  David  Ogden, 
a  sawmill  operator  of  Thompson,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  and  a  native  of  Saratoga  county. 
New  York.  They  have  become  the  parents 
of  two  children.  Jay  D.,  who  is  identified  with 
the  nursery  business,  and  Harriet  B.,  who  is  at 
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home.    Mrs.  Storrs  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
<jrarch. 

Withdrawn  from  participation  in  its  active 
management.  Mr.  Storrs  still  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest and  pride  in  the  standing  and  progress 
of  the  company  in  which  he  was  so  long  a 
leader.     .\t  the  present  time   T.  J.  Harrison 
holds   the   office   of   president,   although   the 
active  business  of  the  company  is  conducted 
through    Robert    George,    general    manager: 
J.  H.  Da>ton.  secretary-,  and  \V.  C.  Harrison, 
treasurer.    Its  scope  has  been  expanded  so  as 
to  embrace  seeds  and  flowers  as  well  as  nursery- 
stock.     .\t  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of 
the  firm  as  a  comfjany  in    1881   the  capital 
stock  was  fixed  at  $150,000.    .After  some  years 
Robert  George  and  J.  H.  Da>ton,  former  em- 
ployees, became  stockholders  and,  as  hereto- 
fore noted,  participate  in  the  active  manage- 
ment of  the  house  which  they  have  so  faith- 
fullv  assisted  to  establish  and  push  forward. 
The  great  plant  of  the  Storrs  &  Harrison  Com- 
pany as  it  stands  today  presents  a   striking 
contrast  to  tne  little  ten-acre  nursery  in  1854. 
Xow  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  land  are  devoteil 
to  the  tree  nursery  proper,   while   forty- four 
greenhouses,    having   one    hundred    and    fifty 
thousand  square  feet  of  glass,  are  more  espe- 
cially   utilized    for   the   propagation   of   seeds 
and  flowers.     Some  two  hundred  [arsons  are 
regularly  employed,  and  in  the  active  season  of 
cultivatmg,  packing  and  shipping,  this  force  is 
doubled.    The  annual  payroll  is  about  $200,000. 
Sales  are  made  in  both  retail  and  wholesale 
quantities,  a  spur  of  the  I^ke  Shore  railroad 
passing  through   the   grounds   and   supplying 
ready  shipping  facilities.    For  maintaining  the 
proper  temperature  of  the  greenhouses  and  in 
other  heating  necessities,  the  company's  coal 
bill   is   $3,000   yearly,    and    more    than    twice 
that  amount  for  lumber  and  packing  material. 
For  years  the  business  has  virtually  been  devel- 
oped through  the  mails,  and  the  company  now 
distributes  three  hundred  and   fifty   thousand 
handsome  catalogs  throughout  the  world  every 
year,  expending  therefor  $10,000  annually  for 
postage,  and  the  postage  paid  on  seeds  and 
plants  shipped  through  the  mail  would  bring 
it  up  to  $40,000  annually.     The  handling  of 
this  vast  mail  has  placed  the  Painesville  post- 
office  in  the  second  class,  its  receipts  from  the 
Storrs  &  Harrison  Company  being  about  one- 
half  of  the  total.    In  short,  as  may  readily  be 
deduced,  the  great  industry  is  both  an  honor 
and  a  public  benefit  to  the  city,  as  well  as  a 


monument  u>  the  perse\*erance  and  abilities  of 
its  pn>jectors  and  prxwioters. 

Geori;e  .\.  McCRELvm*  was  actively  engagi^l 
in  business  in  Youngstown  tor  nearly  a  quar^ 
ter  of  a  centur\-  and  here  he  is  known  and 
lionored  as  a  citizen  of  sterling  diaracter  am! 
as  one  who  has  gained  success  and  indepeml* 
ence  through  his  own  honest  and  earnest  en* 
deavors.  He  is  now  living  rirtually  retireil 
and  is  the  owner  of  \^luable  real  estate  in 
Youngstown,  to  which  he  gives  his  supervi- 
sion,  thu<  finding  sufficient  demand  upon  his 
time  and  attention.  He  built  up  a  successful 
retail  grocery  business  in  Youngstown  and 
upon  his  entire  career  as  an  active  and  enter- 
prising business  man  there  rests  no  blot  or 
shadow,  as  fairness  and  integrity  lia\^  charac- 
terizevl  his  life  in  all  its  relations. 

Mr.  McCreadv  reverts  to  the  old  Kevstone 
state  of  the  I'nion  as  the  place  of  his  nativity* 
having  been  born  at  New  Retlfonl,  Lawrence 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  JOth  of  Septem- 
ber, 1844,  and  being  a  son  of  William  \\\  and 
Elizabeth  (  McConh  McCready,  lx>th  of  whom 
were  Ix^rn  and  reared  in  Pennsvlvania*  wltere 
they  passeil  their  entire  lives»  secure  in  the 
high  regard  of  all  who  knew  them.  Both  were 
of  stanch  Scottish  ancestrv.  William  W.  Mc- 
Creatly  was  a  carpeiuer  and  wagv>nmaker  by 
trade,  anil  to  the  work  of  these  vocations  he 
devoted  his  attention,  with  a  due  measure  of 
success,  throughout  his  active  business  career. 
1  le  was  a  Republican  in  ix^litics  having  aligned 
himself  with  the  "grand  oM  iKirty"  at  the  time 
of  its  (Organization.  He  died  in  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  in  181)4,  when  alxnit  sln*enty-five  years 
of  age.  and  his  loved  and  devoted  wife  was 
>eventy-nine  years  oi  age  at  the  time  of  her 
demise,  in  ii)oo.  Hoth  were  consistei\t  and 
zealous  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

Cieorire  .\.  McCreadv  was  afforded  the  ad- 
vantages  of  the  conunon  schools  of  his  native 
village,  and  as  a  vouth  he  was  eninloved  hv 
Stock  buyers  to  go  ICast  with  stock  tn-crland. 
there  being  no  railroad  facilities  for  shipping 
at  that  time.  In  the  summer  months  sluep  and 
cattle  was  taken  to  Harrishurg  and  Philadel- 
phia and  in  the  winter  time  horses.  In  1884 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Youngstown.  the 
attractive  capital  city  of  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  established  himself  in  the  re- 
tail grocery  business  in  the  same  year,  at  the 
corner  of  Hrvson  and  Scott  streets,  where  he 
built  uj)  a  large  and  prosperous  trade  and  !€• 
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cured  the  support  of  a  representative  and  ap- 
preciative patronage.  His  careful  considera- 
tion of  the  demands  of  his  customers  and  his 
inflexible  p>olicy  of  fair  and  honorable  dealings 
gained  to  him  the  high  esteem  of  all  who  had 
recourse  to  his  large  and  well-equipped  estab- 
lishment, and  he  has  thus  found  -himself 
favored  with  the  stanch  friendship  of  many 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  city  in 
which  he  has  so  long  maintained  his  home  and 
in  whose  progress  and  material  prosperity  he 
has  shown  an  abiding  interest.  He  disposed  of 
his  stock  and  business  in  1903,  but  retains  in 
his  possession  the  substantial  building,  which 
was  erected  by  him  fourteen  years  ago.  It  is 
a  two-story  frame  structure,  twenty-two  by 
fifty-five  feet  in  dimensions,  the  lower  floor 
being  utilized  for  business  purposes  and  the 
upper  being  arranged  into  flats  for  residence 
use.  Mr.  McCready  is  also  the  owner  of  other 
well-improved  realty  in  Youngstown,  includ- 
ing his  attractive  residence  property  on  Bry- 
son  street. 

It  was  the  portion  of  Air.  McCready  to 
render  loyal  service  in  the  cause  of  the  Union 
in  the  Civil  war.  In  1863  he  enlisted  as  a  pri- 
vate in  Battery  A,  First  Pennsylvania  Light 
Artillery,  which  command  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  James,  and  with  which  he  par- 
ticipated in  a  number  of  the  important  battles 
marking  the  progress  of  the  great  fratricidal 
conflict,  as  well  as  in  numerous  skirmishes  and 
minor  engagements.  He  took  part  in  the  siege 
of  Petersburg  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  battles  of  Seven  Pines,  Fair  Oaks  and  Fort 
Harrison.  He  continued  in  active  duty  with 
his  command  until  the  close  of  the  war  and 
made  an  admirable  record  as  a  loyal  and  gal- 
lant soldier.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Har- 
risburg,  and  received  his  honorable  discharge 
on  the  25th  of  July,  1865.  In  politics  Mr.  Mc- 
Cready is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  principles 
and  policies  of  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
has  never  desired  or  held  public  office.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  in  their  home  city. 

On  the  I2th  of  November,  1882,  Mr.  Mc- 
Cready was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lena 
Siegfried,  who  was  born  and  reared  at  Green- 
ville, Pennsylvania,  and  who  is  a  daughter  ol 
Conrad  and  Elizabeth  (Bishoff)  Siegfried, 
who  passed  their  entire  lives  in  the  Keystone 
state. 

Frank  W.  Powers. — Numbered  among  the 


representative  business  men  and  distinguished 
popular  citizens,  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  is 
Frank  W.  Powers,  who  is  a  scion  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  honored  pioneer  families 
of  tlie  historic  old  Western  Reserve.  The 
founder  of  the  family  in  Ohio  was  Abraham 
Powers,  who  was  intimately  associated  with 
John  Young,  the  founder  of  Youngstown,  in 
the  making  of  preliminary  surveys  and  the 
upbuilding  of  the  town  and  who  built  the  first 
grist  mill  in  the  Mahoning  valley,  known  as 
Lantermans  Falls.  He  was  at  that  time,  1797. 
a  resident  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1801  he  removed  to  Youngstown  and 
settled  on  what  is  known  as  the  Salts  Spring 
road.  Data  available  fail  to  determine  the 
exact  place  and  date  of  his  birth,  but  the  rec- 
ords show  that  the  oldest  son,  Abraham,  mar- 
ried Betsey  Woodruflf  and  likewise  settled  on 
the  Salts  Spring  road.  It  is  a  matter  to  be 
greatly  regretted  that  the  family  records  were 
destroyed  in  a  fire  that  obliterated  the  home- 
stead of  Milton  Powers  about  the  year  1902. 
Milton  Powers,  the  son  of  Abraham  (2nd) 
lived  on  what  is  familiarly  known  as  Powers' 
Hill,  now  West  Mahoning  avenue.  He  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county  on  the  14th  of 
October,  181 1,  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
\mder  the  conditions  and  influence  of  the  early 
pioneer  epoch.  On  the  14th  of  February, 
1841,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Milton 
Powers  to  Miss  Lucy  Silliman,  of  Fowler, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Abijah  and  Naomi  Silliman,  who  came 
from  Connecticut  to  the  fine  old  Western  Re- 
serve of  that  state  about  the  year  1810,  and 
who  purchased  from  the  Connecticut  Land 
Company  a  tract  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  present  village  of  Fowler,  where  they 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives  and  where 
Mr.  Silliman  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the  wil- 
derness. Milton  Powers  was  for  many  years 
one  of  the  representative  agriculturists  and 
stock  growers  of  Mahoning  county.  He  also 
built  up  an  extensive  business  in  connection 
with  the  buying  and  shipping  of  horses  and 
cattle,  which  he  drove  through  to  the  eastern 
markets  before  any  railroads  had  been  estab- 
lished in  the  Mahoning  valley.  He  later  be- 
came the  executive  head  of  the  Powers  Coal 
Company,  which  operated  a  mine  on  the  old 
Powers  homestead.  He  died  at  Powers  Hill 
on  Christmas  day  of  the  year  1885  and  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  March  3,  1893.     Of  their 
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eleven  children,  only  two  are  now  living: 
Emma,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Frank  P.  Wick, 
a  representative  business  man  of  Youngstown, 
and  Frank  W.,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family  and  who  is  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review. 

Frank  W.  Powers  was  born  in  the  old 
family  homestead  in  Youngstown  on  the  8th 
of  June,  i860,  and  the  public  schools  of  this 
city  afforded  him  his  early  educational  advan- 
tages. As  a  youth  he  became  associated  with 
his  father  in  various  business  enterprises  and 
he  is  now  established  in  a  substantial  real  es- 
tate and  coal  business,  in  the  latter  branch  of 
which  enterprise  his  operations  are  exclusively 
of  the  wholesale  order.  He  represents  the 
Keystone  Coal  and  Coke  Company,  of  Pitts- 
burg and  Greensburg,  Pennsylvania,  which 
has  an  annual  output  of  four  million  tons  of 
gas  and  steam  coal  and  one  million  tons  of 
coke.  In  the  real  estate  field  Mr.  Powers' 
operations  are  of  wide  scope  and  importance, 
and  he  prides  himself  on  being  able  to  offer 
realty  that  has  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  for  more  than  a  century.  Owing  to 
this  fact  no  restrictions  are  required  and  the 
last  acquisition  deed  to  properties  thus  con- 
trolled was  secured  in  i860. 

Mr.  Powers  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that 
touches  the  welfare  of  his  home  city  and  also 
in  the  history  of  the  fine  old  Western  Re- 
serve, with  which  the  family  name  has  been 
so  long  and  prominently  identified.  In  politics 
he  gives  his  support  to  the  Republican  party. 
Mr.  Powers'  family  are  of  old  Presbyterian 
stock.  He  is  identified  with  various  civic  and 
fraternal  organizations  of  representative  char- 
acter. 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1882,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Powers  to  Miss  Lide  M. 
Ward,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Niles, 
Ohio,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Duncan  and 
Pamelia  Ward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  have 
three  children — Charles,  aged  twenty-seven ; 
Helen,  twenty-two,  and  Laura,  nineteen. 

Harry  J.  Stambaugh. — He  whose  name 
initiates  this  article  is  numbered  among  the 
essentially  representative  business  men  of 
Youngstown,  Mahoning  county,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  families  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  the  name  having  been 
long  and.  prominently  identified  with  the  an- 
nals of  Mahoning  county. 

Mr.  Stambaugh  is  a  native  of  Girard,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  bom  on  the  9th  of  November, 


J 86 1,  and  here  he  is  now  secretary  and  treas- 
urer of  the  William  Tod  Company  and  where 
he  has  other  business  interests  of  important 
order.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
(McCartney)  Stambaugh.  Jacob  Stambaugh 
has  long  been  a  resident  of  Youngstown, 
where  he  is  now  living  virtually  retired  after 
having  been  for  many  years  actively  and 
prominently  identified  with  the  coal  mining  in- 
dustry. He  was  born  at  Briar  Hill,  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1835,  and  is 
a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Beven)  Stambaugh, 
who  came  from  Hamilton  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  Ohio  in  1825  and  who  are  numbered 
among  the  pioneers  of  Mahoning  county.  They 
settled  at  a  place  locally  known  as  Sugar  Hill, 
a  name  which  was  applied  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  in  the  early  days  a  large  maple-sugar 
camp  was  there  maintained  each  season.  Here 
they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives  and  be- 
came the  parents  of  twelve  children,  all  of 
whom  attained  to  years  of  maturity.  Jacob 
Stambaugh  was  reared  under  the  conditions 
and  influences  of  the  pioneer  epoch  and  his 
educational  opportunities  were  those  afforded 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and 
period.  In  1864  he  tendered  his  services  in 
defense  of  the  Union  by  enlisting  in  Company 
E,  171st  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which 
command  he  assisted  in  repelling  the  famous 
Morgan  raid.  In  1858  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Jacob  Stambaugh  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth McCartney,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Amanda  McCartney,  of  Weathersfield,  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio.  They  became  the  parents 
of  four  children:  George  F.,  who  is  engaged 
in  the  coal  business  at  Youngstown :  Harry  J., 
who  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Joseph -K.,  who  is  a  civil  engineer  by  pro- 
fession and  who  resides  in  Youngstown,  and 
Elizabeth,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  D. 
Hughes.  The  father  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  his  political  proclivites  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church.  They  are  held  in 
unqualified  esteem  in  the  community  which 
has  so  long  represented  their  home  and  are 
among  the  most  popular  pioneer  citizens  of 
Youngstown. 

Harry  J.  Stanbaugh  was  afforded  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  public  schools  of  Youngstown 
and  was  graduated  in  the  high  school  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  188 1.  He  then  went 
to  Akron,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Lake  View  Coal  Company.     In   1887 
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he  went  to  Cuyahoga  Falls,  with  the  Falls 
River  and  Machine  Company,  ^s  secretary, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1905,  when  he 
returned  to  Youngstown  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  William  Tod  Company,  which  is 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  engines,  as 
secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company.  He 
is  also  secretary  of  the  Columbiana  Foundry 
Company,  at  Columbiana,  Ohio,  and  has  other 
commercial  and  industrial  interests  of  impor- 
tance. In  politics  Mr.  Stambaugh  gives  a 
stanch  allegiance  to  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
zealous  members  of  the  Episcopal  church,  in 
whose  work  they  have  taken  an  active  part. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Mahoning  Golf  Club 
and  is  an  enthusiast  in  the  gallant  sport  of 
the  links. 

On  the  23rd  of  March,  1887,  Mr.  Stam- 
baugh was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cecelia 
R.  Long,  a  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary 
A.  Long,  well  known  citizens  of  Akron,  this 
state.  Mr.  smd  Mrs.  Stambaugh  have  three 
children — Harry  J.,  Jr.,  Cecelia  L.  and  Jery 
Long.  Harry  j.,  Jr.,  is  now  engaged  with  the 
William  Tod  Company  as  mechanical  engi- 
neer; Miss  Cecelia  L.,  who  remains  at  the 
parental  home,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Youngs- 
town high  school,  and  the  younger  son  is  now 
a  student  in  Rayen  high  school,  of  this  city. 
The  family  is  prominent  in  connection  with 
the  best  social  activities  of  Youngstown,  where 
it  enjoys  unalloyed  popularity. 

Frederick  B.  Rebman,  M.  D. — As  a  lead- 
ing representative  of  the  medical  profession 
m  the  historical  old  Western  Reserve,  Dr. 
Rebman  is  well  worthy  of  consideration  in 
this  historical  compilation.  In  his  profession 
he  has  realized  the  value  of  concentration  and 
is  a  specialist  in  neurology  and  the  treatment 
of  diseases  of  the  eye.  He  is  engaged  in 
active  practice  in  the  city  of  Youngstown, 
Mahoning  county,  where  he  has  built  up  a 
large  and  successful  business. 

Dr.  Rebman  claims  the  old  Keystone  state 
of  the  Union  as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Montour  county,  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
28th  of  July,  1 871,  and  being  the  son  of  John 
and  Amy  (Seckler)  Rebman.  The  father  died 
in  1902  and  the  mother  is  living  in  Danville, 
Pennsylvania.  The  Doctor  is  indebted  to  the 
public  schools  of  Danville  and  Philadelphia  for 
his  early  educational  discipline,  which  included 
a  course  in  the  high  school,  and  after  leaving 


school  he  secured  employment  in  the  optical 
establishment  of  H.  C.  Herman,  of  Williams- 
port,  formerly  of-Queen  &  Company,  of  Phila- 
delphia. In  January,  1906,  he  located  in 
Youngstown,  where  he  continued  his  studies 
while  in  active  practice.  In  1903  he  attended 
and  was  graduated  from  the  McCormick  Neu- 
rological College,  in' the  city  of  Chicago,  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Neurology.  He  forthwith  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  Youngs- 
town, where  he  has  gained  a  clientage  of  a 
distinctively  representative  order.  He  is  an 
able  exemplar  of  his  school  of  practice,  which 
has  no  recourse  to  the  materia  medica  and 
which,  as  a  matter  of  course,  implies  the  ad- 
ministration of  no  pharmaceutical  remedial 
agents  whatever.  For  a  period  of  four  years 
he  was  a  member  of  the  executive  board  of 
the  American  Association  of  Opticians  and  in 
1908-9  he  was  president  of  the  Independent 
Association  of  Doctors  of  America. 

In  politics  the  doctor  is  a  stanch  supjjurtcr 
of  '  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Inde- 
pendent party.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Episcopal  church.  In  the  time-honored 
Masonic  fraternity  he  holds  affiliation  with 
Hillman  Lodge,  No.  481,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons :  Youngstown  Chapter,  No.  93,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  St.  John's  Commandery, 
No.  20,  Knights  Templars.  He  is  also  identi- 
fied with  the  local  organizations  of  the  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  His  office 
is  located  in  the  Stambaugh  building  and  his 
home  is  at  63  Warren  avenue. 

On  November  18,  1895,  Dr.  Rebman  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Anna  Harris, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Harris,  of 
Danville,  Pennsylvania,  and  no  children  have 
been  born  of  this  union. 

Charles  M.  Power. — One  of  the  important 
industrial  concerns  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  one  which  is  contributing  its  quota  to  the 
commercial  prestige  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  old  Buckeye  state,  is  the  Seneca  Chain 
Company,  whose  finely  equipped  plant  is  lo- 
cated in  the  city  of  Kent,  Portage  county,  and 
of  which  corporation  Mr.  Power  is  the  secre- 
tary and  manager.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
alert  and  progressive  "captains  of  industry" 
in  the  fine  old  Reserve,  and  as  a  citizen  and 
business  man  is  well  entitled  to  consideration 
in  this  historical  compilation,  which  has  recog- 
nition of  the  various  forces  and  personalities 
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which  have  contributed  to  the  upbuilding  and 
progress  of  the  region  to  whose  exploitation 
it  is  dedicated. 

Mr.  Power  was  born  in  Franklin,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  2d  of  February,  1868,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  R.  and  Mary  (Shelley)  Power, 
the  former  of  whom  was  long  identified  with 
the  affairs  of  the  Erie  Railroad,  with  which 
he  was  identified  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
He  was  born  and  reared  in  the  old  Keystone 
state,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  still  maintains 
her  home  in  Franklin.  Charles  M.  Power 
gained  his  early  educational  discipline  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  native  place,  where  he 
completed  the  curriculum  of  the  high  school 
and  thereafter  took  a  course  in  the  Buffalo 
Business  College,  at  Buffalo,  New  York.  His 
business  career,  initi^ited  when  he  was  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  has  been  one  of  signal 
activity  and  marked  by  much  initiative*  power 
and  executive  ability.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Company,  and  later  he  held  the  office  of  secre- 
tary of  the  Railway  Speed  Recorder  Company, 
of  Kent,  Ohio,  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years. 
In  1887  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Kent, 
Ohio,  where  he  has  since  mained  his  home 
and  where  he  has  held  the  dual  office  of  secre- 
tary and  manager  of  the  Seneca  Chain  Com- 
pany since  1904.  He  has  the  personal  manage- 
ment not  only  of  the  company's  factory  in 
Kent,  but  also  of  the  large  plant  owned  by  the 
corporation  in  the  city  of  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  company  and  also 
in  the  Indei>en(lent  Tack  Company,  whose 
excellent  plant  is  located  in  Kent,  and  of  this 
latter  corporation  he  is  treasurer.  His  pro- 
gressive spirit  has  led  him  into  prominence 
in  connection  with  industrial  enterprises,  and 
in  addition  to  the  connection  already  noted 
he  is  also  a  stockholder  and  director  of  the 
Kent  Machine  Company.  The  factories  with 
which  Mr.  Power  is  identified  as  manager  of 
the  Seneca  Chain  Company  now  gives  employ- 
ment to  an  average  force  of  seven  hundred 
operatives,  and  when  he  assumed  his  present 
executive  offices  with  the  concern  the  number 
employed  did  not  exceed  seventy  men.  It  is 
largely  due  and  accredited  to  his  effective 
administration  that  the  industry  has  been 
within  a  remarkably  brief  period  built  up  to 
the  status  of  the  largest  and  most  important 
of  its  kind  in  the  Union. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Power  is  essentially  loyal 
and  public-spirited,  and  he  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  all  that  contributes  to  the  civic  and  material 


advancement  of  his  attractive  little  home  city 
of  Kent.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
city  council  and  the  board  of  education,  and 
was  one  of  those  most  influential  in  securing 
to  Kent  its  fine  public  library  building  with  its 
splendid  equipment.  He  is  vice-president  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  the  library  and  is 
active  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  In 
politics  he  gives  a  stalwart  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  in  the  Congregational  church. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Kent  lodge  and  chap- 
ter of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  with  the  com- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  Templar  in  the  city 
of  Akron,  and  with  Al  Koran  Temple,  A.  A.  O. 
N.  M.  S.,  Cleveland.  He  also  holds  member- 
ship in  Ravenna  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1890  Mr.  Power  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Nina  L.  Howard,  who  died  in  1903 
and  who  is  survived  by  one  daughter,  Marie. 
In  1904  Mr.  Power  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Addie  M.  Fowler,  daughter  of  Ezra 
Fowler,  a  representative  citizen  of  Kent,  where 
Mrs.  Power  is  a  prominent  and  popular  figure 
in  social  affairs.' 

Judge  .Samuel  Cowles,  the  main  portion 
of  whose  life  was  a  part  of  the  history  of 
jurisprudence  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  and 
the  state  of  California,  was  a  native  of  Austin- 
burg,  Ashtabula  county.  He  left  the  Western 
Reserve  when  nearly  thirty  years  of  age  and 
established  himself  on  the  Pacific  coast  in  the 
early  fifties,  when  the  judicial  and  civic  in- 
stitutions of  the  Golden  state  were  in  their 
formatory  stage.  Born  on  March  21,  1823, 
his  father.  Dr.  E.  W.  Cowles,  was  long  a 
medical  practitioner  of  Cleveland,  and  he  had 
two  brothers  of  great  prominence  in  the  jour- 
nalistic world — Edwin  Cowles,  founder  and 
editor  of  the  Cleveland  Leader,  and  Alfr^ 
Cowles,  one  of  the  founders  and  many  years 
business  manager  of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 
His  grandfather,  Rev.  Giles  Hooker  Cowles, 
D.  D..  had  been  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  in  Bristol,  Connecticut,  when  he  mi- 
grated to  Austinburg  with  his  wife  and  eight 
children,  and  became  a  settled  clergyman  at 
tliat  point.  His  old  parsonage  is  still  (Kciipied 
by  his  descendants.  His  wife,  Sallie  White,  was 
a  Jnieal  descendant  of  Peree:rine  White,  who 
was  born  while  the  "Mayflower"  was  lying 
in  Plymouth  harbor,  and  was  the  first  white 
native  of  New  England.  Judge  Cowles 
traced  his  direct  ancestry  to  John  Cole,  who, 
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six  generatipns  before  his  own,  emigrated 
from  the  west  of  England  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts  during  1635.  It  is  said  that  the 
family  name  was  changed  to  Cowles  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  the  family  of  John  Cole,  of 
Hartford,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  the 
Massachusetts  John  Cole. 

The  early  education  of  Judge  Cowles  was 
received  at  Grand  River  Institute,  Austin- 
burg,  and  his  later  training  at  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  Hudson,  Ohio.  In  1844  he 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  Cleveland 
with  Andrews,  Foote  and  Hoyt,  and  com- 
pleted with  S.  B.  and  F.  J.  Prentiss.  In  1847 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  formed  successive 
partnerships  with  Lorin  Prentiss  and  E.  B. 
Mastick,  and  in  1852  migrated  to  San  Fran- 
cisco with  the  latter,  who  was  his  lifelong 
friend.  His  first  position  in  that  city  was 
that  of  deputy  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of 
California;  he  served  as  police  judge  from 
i860  to  1863  21"^  ^s  county  judge  from  the 
latter  year  until  1868,  when  he  returned  for 
a  visit  to  the  eastern  states.  The  same  year 
he  resumed  his  professional  career  in  prac- 
tice by  forming  a  partnership  with  Albert 
N.  Brown,  a  rising  young  lawyer  of  San 
Francisco,  this  connection  continuing  until 
Judge  Cowles'  death,  November  17,  1880.  At 
the  time  he  was  also  president  of  the  Savings 
and  Loan  Society,  popularly  known  as  the 
Clay  Street  Bank,  of  which  institution  he 
had  been  legal  adviser  for  some  years  and 
to  whose  head  he  had  been  elected  in  1879. 
The  judge  had  been  married  in  1849  to  Miss 
Anna  Louise  Wooster,  and  his  wife  and  little 
son  came  to  San  Francisco  to  reside  in  1855. 
Six  other  children  were  born  afterward,  five 
of  whom,  with  the  widow,  survived  him. 

Judge  Cowles  came  to  San  Francisco  a 
young  man  full  of  ambition  and  qualified  by 
ecjucation  and  natural  gifts  to  enter  into  pro- 
fessional competition  with  the  ablest  mem- 
bers of  his  calling.  He  was  not  only  an  able 
practitioner  and  a  faithful  and  safe  counsellor, 
but  an  urbane  man  who  gained  many  fast 
friends  in  all  classes  of  society.  This  com- 
bination of  strong  qualities,  especially  in  a 
new  and  informal  community,  by  the  year 
i860  had  made  him  one  of  the  leading  prac- 
titioners of  the  state.  His  integrity  and  firm- 
ness of  character  also  singled  him  out  in 
the  reforming  political  condition  of  San  Fran- 
cisco as  a  most  desirable  man  to  preside  over 
the  municipal  police  department,  where  he 
was  not  only  the  regulator  of  the  city's  peace, 
but  one  of  the  three  commissioners  to  select 


the  police  force.  The  direct  consequence  of 
his  very  successful  discharge  of  these  duties 
was  his  election  to  the  county  judgeship,  and 
he  presided  over  that  court  with  marked 
ability,  discretion  and  judgment  for  four  years. 
Nothing  then  prevented  his  continuance  in 
office  except  his  desire  for  private  life  and 
professional  practice. 

The  following  is  a  fitting,  an  appreciative 
and  a  truthful  epitome  of  Judge  Cowles'  life, 
from  an  intimate  and  an  authoritative  source: 
Judge  Cowles  performed  a*  vast  amount  of 
labor  in  the  humanitarian  societies  of  his  citv, 
so  unostentatiously  that  the  beneficiaries  fre- 
quently never  knew  their  benefactor,  and  the 
public  prints  had  little  or  no  opportunity  to 
gather  them  as  a  matter  of  news.  He  was  a 
fearless  man,  full  of  enthusiasm  for  justice, 
purity  and  manliness.  He  had  strong  Ameri« 
can  convictions ;  he  believed  in  liberty  and 
equality,  in  law  and  order  and  in  the  purity 
of  the  courts  and  the  ballot  box.  He  brought 
these  principles  into  a  community  in  which  for 
several  years  thev  were  trifled  with  and  often 
trampled  under  foot.  Indeed,  it  was  as  much 
as  a  man's  life  was  worth  to  maintain  and  ex- 
press them:  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  do 
either.  In  the  great  social  ourification,  which 
occurred  in  1856  and  following  years,  he  was 
an  earnest  and  efficient  worker.  He  gloried 
in  those  days.  It  was  a  delight  with  him  in 
later  years  to  rehearse  the  grand  story.  He 
was  a  positive  man,  an  honest  man,  a  Chris- 
tian man.  His  sterling  character  commanded 
the  respect  of  all  classes  of  his  fellows,  the 
friendship  of  his  associates  in  the  law  and  the 
love  of  his  intimates.  An  able  jurist,  an  emi- 
nent citizen,  a  faithful  friend,  a  devoted  hus- 
band, a  tender  and  loving  father — his  memory 
will  always  sweeten  the  lives  of  those  who 
know  him. 

"He  locked  his  lips  too  close  to  speak 
a  lie. 
He  washed  his  hands  too  white  to  take 
a  bribe." 

BiRDSEY  S.  Metcalf. — The  Metcalf  familv 
comprise  some  of  the  earliest  and  the  stanchest 
pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  the  old 
homestead  at  Ashtabula,  occupied  by  the 
widow  of  the  late  Birdsey  S.  Metcalf,  repre- 
sents one  of  the  most  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing of  local  historic  landmarks.  This  was  the 
birthplace  of  Mr.  Metcalf,  August  16,  1816, 
his  parents  being  John  and  Clarissa  (Sweet) 
Metcalf.     The   former   was   the   first  of   the 
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family  to  settle  in  the  Western  Reserve  and 
was  one  of  the  first  government  mail  contract- 
ors of  the  region.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  great 
ability  and  worth  of  character,  his  character- 
istics,  as  well  as  those  of  other  early  repre- 
sentatives, being  described  in  the  biography  of 
Chauncey  Metcalf,  elsewhere  published 
Among  the  most  valued  possessions  which 
Mrs.  Birdsey  S.  Metcalf  possesses  are  various 
ietters  and  autobiographies  which  relate  to 
the  first  members  of  the  family  who  came  into 
the  wilderness  of  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
first  years  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Some 
of  them  date  back  to  1805,  but,  although  the 
documents  are  yellow  with  age,  they  refuse 
to  fall  apart,  both  paper  and  ink  being  silent 
but  effective  testimonials  to  the  honest  ma- 
terial and  manufacture  of  those  days. 

The  Sweets,  who  comprise  the  maternal 
side  of  the  Metcalf  family,  were  large  property 
owners  at  and  near  Ashtabula,  and  the  present 
home  of  Mrs.  Metcalf  is  a  portion  of  their  old 
homestead.  It  was  here  that  her  husband 
was  born  and  reared,  his  thorough  education 
including  the  not-unusual  accomplishment  of 
his  times,  precise  and  beautiful  penmanship. 
In  early  life  he  taught  school  in  connection 
with  his  farming,  and  at  a  still  later  period  was 
a  clerk  on  various  steamers  of  the  great  lakes, 
following  the  last  named  avocation  for  fully 
twenty  years.  During  that  period  he  engaged 
competent  superintendents  of  his  farm ;  after- 
ward he  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
East  Village,  and  all  his  interests  were  man- 
aged with  sound  business  judgment  and 
profitable  results.  For  many  years  before  his 
death  he  retired  with  a  large  competency  and 
at  his  death  left  a  good  estate,  free  of  incum- 
brance. He  was  quiet,  modest  and  affable, 
popular  and  highly  respected,  but  never  am- 
bitious for  public  advancement.  In  politics 
he  was  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Metcalf  was  thrice  married,  and  by  his 
first  wife  (nee  Samantha  Cheney)  had  one 
child,  Birdsey  Metcalf,  now  many  years  de- 
ceased. Mrs.  Samantha  Metcalf  died  in  child- 
birth, and  Mr.  Metcalfs  second  wife  was  Eliza 
A.  Hall,  daughter  of  Valerias  and  Betsey 
CKendain  Hall,  who  settled  in  the  Western 
Reserve  in  1817.  Mr.  Hall  was  born  April 
8.  1796,  and  in  the  year  mentioned  came  to  the 
Reserve  with  a  brother,  Stephen.  The  family 
were  of  old  New  York  stock.  Valerias  Hall 
was  a  manufacturer  of  hats  all  his  life.  He 
married  Betsey  Kendall,  a  Massachusetts 
woman  of  English  ancestr\'  who  migrated  to 


the  Reserve  with  a  sister  in  1817,  and  for 
many  years  taught  school  in  the  vicinity  of 
Ashtabula;  in  fact,  Mr.  Metcalf  was  one  of 
her  pupils.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  as  follows :  Orator  K. 
Hall,  whose  death  occurred  in  San  Francisco.; 
Orin  Boutwell,  who  died  in  Michigan ;  Edwin, 
who  passed  away  at  Pullman,  Illinois;  Eliza 
A.,  the  second  wife  of  Mr.  Metcalf,  who  died 
July  7,  1864:  Emma  C,  who  was  borjn  De- 
cember 16,  1830,  and  Henry,  born  November 
3,  1836,  who  is  a  resident  of  Ashtabula.  The 
father  of  this  family  died  April  7,  1868,  and 
the  mother,  December  i,  1889.  ^X  ^^s  second 
marriage  Mr.  Metcalf  became  the  father  of 
two  children:  George,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
ten  years,  and  Clara,  born  March  15,  1859, 
who  married  R.  W.  Calvin,  an  Ashtabula 
lawyer.  Mr.  Metcalf's  third  marriage  was  to 
Miss  Emma  C.  Hall,  a  sister  of  his  second 
wife,  and  one  child  was  also  born  to  their 
union — Charles  Ezra,  who  was  drowned  June 
7,  1887,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  and  seven 
months.  His  death,  in  the  strength,  buoyancy 
and  bright  hopefulness  of  youth  left  deep 
scars  in  the  hearts  of  his  loving  parents  which 
never  were  healed;  and,  although  years  had 
passed,  the  pain  in  the  mother's  heart  was 
still  sharp  when  she  was  called  upon  to  meet 
the  death  of  a  thoughtful  and  affectionate 
husband. 

James  T.  Kile  is  an  agriculturist  in  Rich- 
mond township  and  one  of  the  survivors  of 
the  Civil  war.  Leonard  Kile,  his  father,  born 
at  Lewis,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  Septem- 
ber 17,  1803,  came  to  Andover,  in  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  in  1847,  making  the  journey  by 
canal  boat  to  Buffalo,  and  thence  to  Conneaut, 
and  he  was  accompanied  on  this  trip  by  his 
wife  and  their  eleven  children.  He  was  by 
trade  a  blacksmith,  but  after  coming  to  this 
state  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and 
later  erected  a  saw  mill.  He  married  in  his 
native  state,  March  2,  1826,  Susanna  Thomp- 
son, who  was  born  October  30,  1802,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Hannah,  who  was  born  January  q,  1827,  mar- 
ried Georsfc  Baldwin  and  died  February  14, 
1892:  Juliet,  born  March  15,  1828,  married 
Horace  Delno  and  died  January  12,  1857; 
Robert,  born  December  29,  1829,  married  a 
Miss  Wilson  and  died  July  29,  1901  :  Leonard, 
born  March  26,  1832,  married  a  Miss  Ralya 
and  died  January  9.  1907:  James  T.,  born  at 
Lewis,  New  York,  October  27,  1833,  is  men- 
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tioned  below;  Hiram,  born  June  12,  1835, 
never  married  and  died  June  29,  1862,  from 
wounds  received  in  the  Civil  war,  and  the 
Grand  Army  post  at  Andover  was  named  in 
his  honor;  Susan,  born  March  2,  1837,  never 
married,  and  died  July  26,  1855;  Salem,  born 
January  28,  1839,  married  Miss  Caroline 
Heath  and  lives  in  Akron,  Ohio;  EHzabeth, 
born  July  9,  1841,  married  M.  V.  Blanchard 
and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Mary  Jane,  bom  Feb- 
ruary 15,  1843,  niarried  Ross  Cooly  and  lives 
in  Nebraska;  and  Edson,  born  December  8, 
1846,  married  Delia  Barr,  who  liyes  in  Orwell, 
and  he  died  in  1896. 

James  T.  Kile  enlisted,  September  3,  1864, 
in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
seventh  Ohio  Volunteers,  entering  the  ranks  as 
a  sergeant,  and  with  the  exception  of  three 
months  spent  in  the  hospital  on  account  of  a 
fever,  he  continued  as  an  active  soldier  until 
the  close  of  the  struggle.  He  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  Hiram  Kile  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Andover, 
which  was  named  in  honor  of  his  brother,  who 
laid  down  his  life  for  his  country's  cause.  Mr. 
Kile  married  on  June  17,  1857,  Jane  N.  Tur- 
ner, who  was  born  June  7,  1836,  a  daughter 
of  James  W.  and  Nancy  (Keen)  Turner,  the 
father  bom  in  November,  1799,  and  died  in 
April,  1865,  and  the  mother,  also  born  in 
1799,  died  on  August  27,  1842.  The  children 
born  to  James  and  Jane  Kile  are ;  Frank,  who 
was  born  on  August  26,  1858,  married  Dolly 
Clute  and  lives  at  Struthers,  in  Mahoning 
county;  Hiram,  born  April  3,  1862,  married 
Lizzie  Cad  well  and  is  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  in  Akron ;  Fred  E.,  born  October  20, 
186s,  married  May  Akens,  now  deceased,  and 
he  is  also  a  lumberman  at  Akron ;  and  Ray  L., 
born  June  24,  1867,  died  on  April  27,  1907, 
in  Cuba.  Mrs.  Kile  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Charles  E.  Atxger. — The  name  of  Charles 
E.  Ainjc^er  is  recorded  on  the  pages  of  the 
official  history  of  Ashtabula  as  the  postmaster 
of  Andover,  he  having  assumed  charge  of  that 
office  on  January  i,  1901.  Since  that  time  the 
business  of  the  office  has  more  than  doubled, 
the  rural  free  delivery  has  been  established, 
and  five  assistants  are  now  required  to  trans- 
act its  business.  Mr.  Ainger  gives  his  per- 
sonal attention  to  the  office,  and  has  proved  a 
valuable  public  official. 

He  was  born  on  the  Ainger  farm,  near  An- 
dover, March  25,  1861,  and  he  remained  at 
home  until  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  at- 


tended Jefferson  Institute.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware  and  agricultural  implement 
business  at  Andover  until  appointed  to  his 
present  position.  On  January  19,  1884,  he 
married  Lenore  Andrews,  who  died  on  De- 
cember 9,  1905,  and  on  June  19,  1909,  he 
wedded  Mrs.  Fannie  Breslyn,  from  Pittsburg. 
Mr.  Ainger  has  a  daughter,  Almira,  the  wife 
of  J.  G.  Cook,  an  electrician  in  Ashtabula. 
Mr.  Ainger  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  a 
member  of  Cache  Commandery  at  Conneaut. 

Henry  Harrison  Hunt,  who  is  living  at 
his  homestead  two  miles  west  of  Conneaut,  on 
the  North  Ridge  road,  was  born  on  the  old 
Hunt  farm  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Con- 
neaut township,  August  28,  1839,  a  son  of 
Horace  and  Sophronia  (Durkee)  Hunt.  The 
mother  was  born  September  21,  1802,  at 
Hampton,  Connecticut,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Parkhurst)  Durkee,  while 
John  Durkee,  her  father,  was  a  son  of  Captain 
Benjamin  Durkee,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and 
the  commander  of  Fort  Trumbull  at  Xew  Lon- 
don, Connecticut.  His  company  roster  is  now 
in  the  possession  of  his  grandson,  Henry  H. 
Hunt. 

Horace  Hunt  was  born  in  Tunbridge,  Or- 
ange county,  Vermont,  October  31,  1798,  a 
son  on  Daniel  and  Hannah  (Miller)  Hunt. 
Daniel  Hunt,  also  from  Connecticut,  was  a 
soldier  under  Washington  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  he  died  in  Vermont  when  more  than 
eighty  years  of  age.  Four  of  his  eleven  children 
came  to  \'ermont,  and  the  family  included 
Simeon,  who  was  a  resident  of  Waterford, 
Pennsylvania;  Nelson,  of  La  Salle,  Illinois, 
and  the  four  who  came  to  this  state:  Clark, 
Horace,  Fanny  and  Polly.  Fanny  became  the 
wife  of  Rufiis  Hatch,  and  they  located  in 
Monroe  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio. 
They  reared  a  large  family  of  children,  but 
all  are  now  deceased.  Polly  became  the  wife 
of  Kent  Bicknell,  who  died  in  Vermont  and 
she  afterward  lived  with  her  brother  Oark 
as  his  housekeeper  until  her  death  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three  years.  These  four  members 
of  the  Hunt  family — two  sons  and  two  daug^h- 
ters — came  to  Ohio  about  the  year  1834.  The 
two  sons  bought  land  together,  but  after  five 
or  six  years  thev  divided  the  tract,  each  re- 
ceiving  118  acres,  and  they  both  spent  the  re- 
mained of  their  lives  on  the  land  which  they 
first  selected,  Clark,  who  never  married,  dying 
at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.    His  farm  was 
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sold  some  forty  years  ago.  He  was  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812. 

Horace  Hunt  lived  and  died  on  the  farm 
which  he  selected  on  first  coming  to  Ohio.  He 
did  masonry  work  in  connection  with  his  agri- 
culture and  he  was  a  public-spirited  man,  in- 
terested in  all  worthy  enterprises,  and  he 
served  as  captain  of  militia  of  Vermont,  thus 
acquiring  the  title  which  remained  with  him 
during  the  residue  of  his  life.  He  was  well 
posted  in  political  matters  and  was  a  believer 
in  spiritualism,  dying  in  that  faith  on  the  9th 
of  March,  1878.  He  had  married  at  Tunbridge, 
Vermont »  December  23,  1830,  Sophronia  Dur- 
kee,  mentioned  above,  and  she  died  on  the 
24th  of  February,  1895.  She  remained  on  the 
homestead  farm  after  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band, but  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  her 
life  were  spent  with  her  son  Henry,  and  she 
died  in  her  ninety-third  year.  Their  family 
num]bered  five  sons,  and  the  first  born  was 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Brooklyn,  New  York. 
He  was  an  editor  for  some  years  at  Girard, 
Pennsylvania,  and  for  twenty  years,  dating 
from  1864,  was  a  proofreader  with  the  New 
York  Tribune.  He  also  served  for  manv  vears 
in  the  same  capacity  on  '^Johnson's  Cyclope- 
dia" and  other  historical  and  law  works.  John, 
the  second-born  son,  is  a  farmer  and  fruit 
grower  in  Benzie  county,  Michigan.  Franklin 
died  on  the  old  homestead  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.  George  spent  his  life  mainly  on 
this  same  farm,  but  he  died  on  a  place  one 
mile  south  of  Conneaut,  where  he  had  lived 
for  a  few  years. 

Henry  H.  Hunt  continued  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  the  age  of  seventeen,  and  then 
entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  as  a  printer, 
with  the  old  weekly  Reporter  at  Conneaut, 
which  was  under  the  management  of  D.  C. 
Allen,  serving  three  years  in  the  capacity  of 
"devil"  and  one  year  in  another  department. 
Mr.  Allen  was  also  the  first  regular  postmaster 
at  Conneaut,  and  young  Hunt  was  made  his 
assistant,  entering  upon  his  duties  as  assistant 
postmaster  on  the  ist  of  April,  1861,  and  he 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years.  Then, 
during  a  similar  period,  he  was  a  deputy  under 
J.  C.  A.  Bushnell,  auditor  at  Jefferson,  and 
was  then  made  a  clerk  in  the  quartermaster's 
department  at  Camp  Nelson,  Kentucky.  In 
this  capacity  he  assisted  in  purchasing  the  mu- 
nitions of  war  for  the  Armv  of  the  Cumberland 
until  about  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1867  Mr. 
Hunt  published  a  daily  paper  at  Petroleum 
Center,  Pennsylvania,  in  connection  with  C.  G. 


Griffey,  also  from  Conneaut,  but  after  one 
year  Mr.  Hunt  sold  his  interest  in  the  paper^ 
and  for  three  terms  thereafter  served  as  a 
township  assessor.  In  1869  he  was  made  the 
deputy  county  auditor  under  W.  H.  CrowelU 
and  remained  in  that  capacity  until  made  cen- 
sus enumerator  in  1870  for  the  northeastern 
part  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  remained  in  that 
office  for  one  season:  In  1873  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  General  Garfield  as  a  postal  clerk 
over  the  J.  &  F.  Railroad,  and  remained  eleven 
years  in  tha^t  capacity,  resigning  in  1884. 

On  April  30,  1888,  at  the  old  Hunt  farm,  be 
was  married  to  Agnes  E.  Howard,  a  daughter 
of  George  W.  and  Sarah  Howard,  who  lived 
on  an  adjoining  farm.  At  this  time  Mr.  "Hunt 
took  possession  of  the  parental  farm,  and  also 
cared  for  his  mother  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life.  In  1893-  ^^  bought  his  present  home, 
and  moved  thereto  in  1894.  The  marriage 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunt  has  been  blessed 
bv  the  birth  of  three  children — Harrison,  Al- 
thea  and  Helen.  Harrison  is  a  student  at  Al- 
leghany College,  and  both  he  and  his  sister 
are  graduates  of  the  Conneaut  high  school, 
and  Helen  is  now  a  student  at  that  institution. 
The  family  is  connected  with  the  Unitarian 
Society  at  Conneaut,  although  Mr.  Hunt  is  a 
Spiritualist  in  belief.  He  is  an  active  Repub- 
lican, and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  county, 
district  and  state  conventions. 

Augustus  H.  Bacon  was  born  March  30, 
1845,  and  is  a  son  of  David  A.  and  Laura 
(Grant)  Bacon.  His  grandfather,  Chozens 
Bacon,  was  born  in  Windsor,  Connecticut, 
about  1776,  and  died  in  1847.  He  came  to 
Palmyra.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1800,  with 
a  team,  and  there  engaged  in  farming.  He 
married  a  Miss  Thompson,  the  first  white  fe- 
male born  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  their 
children  were :  David  A. ;  Lucius,  who  died 
in  Michigan ;  Jarvis,  who  contracted  sickness 
while  engaged  in  transporting  slaves  from  the 
South  to  the  North,  and  died  from  the  effect ; 
Harris,  who  died  in  Iowa,  and  Florilla,  born  in 
1815,  married  Orville  K.  Xye  (deceased)  and 
lives  in  Iowa. 

David  A.  Bacon  was  born  December  16, 
1805,  in  Palmyra,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1887.  He 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  became  a 
farmer,  owning  several  farms.  He  lived  in 
Trumbull  township  forty  years  and  was  buried 
there.  He  was  a  strong  abolitionist,  and  was 
a  conductor  in  the  ^'Underground  Railway" 
system.     He  married   Laura   Grant,  born   in 
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1800,  and  their  children  were:  Clarinda,  born 
in  183 1,  died  in  1859,  the  wife  of  Erland  Mor- 
gan; Clarissa,  born  in  1834,  married  John  A. 
Bower;  Charlotte,  born  in  1836,  died  in  1900, 
unmarried;  Laura  E.,  born  in  1839,  married 
T.  W.  Jackson,  and  lives  in  Geneva ;  David  A., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four,  born  in  1840,  and 
Augustus  H. 

Augustus  H.  Bacon  attended  school  in 
Trumbull  and  at  Painesville,  Ohio.  He  ran 
away  from  home  and  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio,  Company  A,  in  1862,  and  three 
weeks  later  his  father  found  him  and  brought 
him  home.  In  1864  he  again  enlisted  in  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh  Ohio,  Com- 
pany C,  and  served  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
In  1873  Mr.  Bacon  began  collecting  in  Phila- 
delphia for  the  Cleveland  Lightning  Rod  Com- 
pany, and  worked  at  it  two  seasons;  he  next 
engaged  in  life  insurance,  and  spent  six  years 
working  for  the  United  States  Company  of 
New  York,  and  then  worked  several  years  in 
the  hardware  business  in  southern  Michigan, 
and  for  five  years  owned  hardware  stores  at 
LeRoy,  New  York,  and  several  other  places. 
For  the  past  eighteen  years  Mr.  Bacon  has 
been  handling  wholesale  whips,  and  his  terri- 
tory covers  the  Western  Reserve  and  some 
outside.  He  has  taken  the  following  degrees 
in  Masonry:  Master  Mason  in  Hartsgrove 
Lodge,  No.  397;  Grand  River  Chapter,  No. 
104;  Conneaut  Council,  No.  40;  Columbian 
Commandery,  No.  52,  Ashtabula;  Al  Koran 
Temole,  Oasis  of  Cleveland.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  Lily  Chapter,  No.  21,  Eastern 
Star,  of  which  he  was  the  first  patron.  He 
also  belongs  to  C.  Brainerd  Post,  of  Trum- 
bull, Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  in  which 
he  takes  much  interest.  Mr.  Bacon  is  an  able 
salesman,  and  his  success  has  been  gained  by 
industry  and  good  business  principles.  He 
has  the  confidence  of  his  customers  and  also 
of  his  employers,  and  is  conscientious  and 
upright  in  all  his  dealings. 

Mr.  Bacon  married,  in  1867,  Victoria  C. 
Leslie,  born  December  16,  1853,  daughter  of 
William  and  Selina  (Eckman)  Leslie,  both 
deceased.  Mr.  Bacon  and  his  wife  have  one 
daughter,  Austa  Lenora,  born  December  25, 
1874,  in  Trumbull  township.  She  married 
J.  B.  Blackmer,  assistant  superintendent  of 
the  Cleveland  Furnace  Company,  at  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  where  they  reside,  and  they  have 
one  dauo^hter,  Agnes  Lenora,  born  December 
16,  1898. 


Frank  W.  Parker,  of  Hartsgrove  Center, 
was  bom  May  9,  1859,  in  Ohio,  and  is  a  son 
of  Joseph  and  Annis  (Barber)  Parker.  His 
great-grandfather,  Jonathan  Parker,  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolution,  and  his  grandfather  are 
mentioned  at  length  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  Zera  Cook  Parker,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work.  Joseph  Parker  was  born  in 
1818,  in  Windsor  township,  Ashtabula  county, 
and  became  a  farmer  and  cheese  maker  in 
Portage  county.  He  married  (first)  Miss 
Morris,  and  his  children  were:  Alice,  Mrs. 
Thompson,  lives  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio;  and 
Ellen,  married  Charles  Farmer  and  lives  at 
Auburn,  Ohio.  Joseph  Parker  married  (sec- 
ond) Annis  Barber,  who  had  children  as  fol- 
lows: Frank  W. :  Hattie,  married  Sidney 
Cook  and  lives  in  Orwell ;  Will  married  Lulu 
Barnard,  lives  in  Cleveland  and  works  in  a 
sawmill ;  and  Lettie  lives  in  Cleveland,  the  wife 
of  Gustavus  Barnard. 

Frank  W.  Parker  attended  school  at  Streets- 
boro,  and  after  leaving  school  began  working 
in  a  cheese  factorv,  which  work  he  has  since 
continued.  He  spent  fourteen  years  in  the 
factory  at  Orwell,  and  for  the  past  ten  years 
has  been  in  the  factory  at  Hartsgrove  Center, 
where  he  is  now  occupied.  He  is  an  expert 
at  his  trade,  and  his  patrons  have  always  been 
well  satisfied  with  the  product  turned  out  by 
him.  He  is  stockholder  and  director  in  the 
Orwell  Bank.  Mr.  Parker  served  several 
years  as  school  director  and  one  vear  as  town- 
ship  treasurer.  He  is  a  member  of  Orwell 
Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  has  passed  through  the  chairs.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church. 

Mr.  Parkef  married,  in  1884,  Florence, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Wingate) 
Harbaugh,  both  deceased ;  she  was  born  Jan- 
uary 23,  i860.  They  have  one  child,  Verne 
H.,  born  April  26,  1892. 

Mrs.  Charlotte  (Ashton)  Smith. — A 
lifelong  resident  of  Huron  county  and  the 
representative  of  an  honored  pioneer  family. 
Mrs.  Charlotte  A.  Smith  was  born,  September 
19,  1837,  in  Lyme  township,  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Marv  Ashton.  She  comes  of 
Engflish  ancestry,  her  grandfather,  Edward 
Ashton,  having:  emigrated  from  England  to 
this  country.  Edward  Ashton  spent  the  larger 
part  of  his  life  in  his  native  land,  coming  from 
there  to  Ohio  in  1831.     He  located  in  Peru 
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township,  and  on  a  tract  of  timbered  land 
that  he  bought  erected  a  log  house  and  began 
the  improvement  of  a  farm.  He  made  but 
little  progress,  however,  his  death  occurring 
there  the  following  year,  just  as  he  had  passed 
the  seventieth  anniversary  of  his  birth.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Boles, 
survived  him,  passing  away  in  1863,  at  the  age 
of  eicfhtv-four  years.  She  reared  seven  chil- 
dren,  namely :  James,  Thomas,  John,  Edward, 
Margaret,  Jane  and  Mary. 

Thomas  Ashton  was  born,  December  25, 
1810,  in  Lancashire,  England,  and  was  there 
bred  and  educated.  In  1831  he  came  with  the 
family  to  the  United  States,  being  seven  weeks 
in  crossing  the  Atlantic  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  the  land  purchased  by 
his  father,  remaining  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage. Locating  then  in  Lyme  township, 
Huron  county,  he  bought  partly  improved 
land,  upon  which  a  frame  house  had  been 
erected,  one  of  the  very  few  then  in  the  town- 
ship, and  in  addition  a  fine  orchard  of  apple, 
cherry  and  peach  trees  was  growing.  Con- 
tinuing the  improvements  already  inaugurated, 
he  was  there  busily  employed  in  general  farm- 
ing until  his  death,  June  2,  1879.  He  mar- 
ried, in  July,  1836,  Mary  Edgar,  who  was  born 
in  Somersetshire,  England,  March  19,  1815, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Charlotte  (Kirby) 
Edgar.  Mrs.  Charlotte  Edgar  died  in  Eng- 
land, and  after  her  death  Joseph  Edgar  came 
to  Ohio,  arriving  in  1831,  and  settled  in  Lyme 
township,  where  he  purchased  the  farm  on 
which  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  the  meantime 
having  married  again.  His  children,  all  by 
his  first  marriage,  were  Mary,  who  married 
Thomas  Ashton:  George,  Philip  and  Daniel. 
Mrs.  Ashton,  the  oldest  child,  attained  the 
venerable  age  of  ninety-one  years,  passing 
away  April  14,  1906.  She  reared  three  chil- 
dren, namely :  Charlotte,  now  Mrs.  Smith : 
Ruth  A.,  who  married  Russell  Prentice  and 
died  December  30,  1907,  and  Henry  E. 

Mrs.  Smith  received  excellent  educational 
advantages  in  the  public  schools,  and  for  two 
years  was  engaged  in  teaching.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  years  she  married  Welding  Egle 
.Smith,  who  was  born  in  Plymouth,  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  which  was  also  the 
birthplace  of  his  father,  Francis  J.  Smith.  His 
grandfather,  John  Smith,  born  in  Connecticut, 
of  English  ancestors,  was  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Plymouth,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  enterprise,  decidedly  pro- 
gressive in  spirit,  and  he  and  his  brother  were 
the  first  to  introduce  hard  coal  to  heat  houses, 


making  the  first  grates  ever  used  and  intro- 
ducing them  to  their  neighbors,  showing  them 
how  to  use  them.  He  died  in  Pennsylvania  at 
a  comparatively  early  age.  Francis  J.  Smith 
came  as  a  young  man  to  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
and  having  established  a  plow  factory  at  North 
Monroeville,  operated  it  a  few  years.  Going 
from  here  to  Put-in-Bay,  he  bought  land, 
established  a  vineyard  and  was  there  success- 
fully employed  in  raising  grapes  and  making 
wine  until  his  death,  in  September,  1865.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  having  been 
the  mother  of  Welding  E.  Smith.  His  second 
wife  survived  him  and  subsequently  died  in 
Santa  Barbara,  California. 

But  three  years  old  when  his  mother  died, 
Welding  E.  Smith  came  with  his  father  to 
Ohio  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  manufacture  of  plows,  finally 
succeeding  to  the  business,  which  he  con- 
tinued alone  for  ten  years.  He  then  sold  out, 
but  a  year  later  established  another  plow  fac- 
tory, which  he  conducted  for  a  while.  Then, 
in  company  with  his  son,  he  established  a 
bending  factory,  with  which  he  was  connected 
during  the  remainder  of  his  active  life.  He 
died  at  his  summer  home,  in  Put-in-Bay,  July 
9,  1900.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Smith  has  occupied  her  pleasant  home  in  Mon- 
roeville. She  has  three  children  living, 
namely:  Walter  Ashton,  Hiram  E.  and 
Charles  Lewis.  Walter  Ashton,  a  prominent 
resident  of  Oberlin,  Kansas,  married  Julia 
McGrew  May  10,  1893,  at  Hildreth,  Nebraska, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Marion  Ashton, 
Lucile  Evelyn  and  Corinne  Alice.  He  is  an 
ardent  Episcopalian  and  is  buildinq;  a  church, 
at  his  own  expense,  in  Oberlin,  Kansas,  and 
dedicated  in  memory  of  his  mother.  Hiram 
E.,  who  operates  a  bending  factory  in  Galion, 
Ohio,  married  Hattie  Fish,  and  they  have  two 
children.  Walter  Buckingham  and  Dortohy  Ed- 
gar. Charles  Lewis,  of  Monroeville,  a  tile 
manufacturer,  married  Emma  Zorn,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Grace  Evelyn.  Six  of  Mrs. 
Smithes  children  have  passed  to  the  higher 
life,  namely:  Sheldon,  who  married  Bessie 
Brown,  died,  leaving  a  child,  Earle  Sheldon : 
Mary  E.,  who  died  fifteen  months  after  her 
marriage  with  Dr.  Richard  Clipping'er,  was 
graduated  from  Hillside  College,  after  which 
she  took  a  post-graduate  course  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  was  subsequently  a  teacher  in  a  hig^h 
school  for  ten  years,  the  last  four  years  of  the 
time  beinor  in  Toledo:  Mabel  Caroline,  born 
July  27,  1872,  died  February  5,  1884;  Lottie 
Augusta,  born  August  6,  1877,  died  February 
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9,  1884;  Allison  Henry,  born  January  18,  1861, 
died  January  i,  1895,  and  Francis  Draper, 
born  April  26,  1862,  was  last  heard  from  in 
the  state  of  Washington  and  is  supposed  to  be 
deceased.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  consistent  and  val- 
ued member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  has 
brought  up  her  family  in  the  same  religious 
belief. 

Dr.  Vine  Hall  Tuttle  is  a  respected  and 
well-known  physician  and  surgeon  of  Orwell 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  who  was  born  in 
Geneva,  Ohio,  on  the  3rd  of  December,  1869. 
His  parents  were  Daniel  and  Adeline  (Bow- 
ers) Tuttle  and  he  was  the  only  child  of  their 
marriage.  The  father,  who  at  different  times 
was  proprietor  of  a  bus  line  and  of  a  small 
dairy  farm,  is  a  man  of  practical  and  honest 
character,  but  of  modest  ambition,  who  has 
played  his  good  part  in  the  world  and  now 
resides  in  Geneva,  Ohio. 

It  was  in  the  schools  of  that  place  that  Vine 
H.  received  his  earlv  education,  but  his  ambi- 
tion  looked  far  beyond  the  possibilities  of  the 
small  home  farm.  By  determination  and  care- 
ful management  he  was  able  to  attend  the 
Indiana  Medical  College  at  Indianapolis,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1894  with  his  profes- 
sional degree.  The  succeeding  year  was  spent 
in  a  dispensary  of  that  city,  after  which  he 
located  in  Orwell  township  as  the  professional 
associate  of  Dr.  C.  T.  Grover.  Both  in  that 
connection  and  as  an  independent  practitioner 
he  has  won  a  substantial  reputation  for  pro- 
fessional skill,  and  as  a  citizen  is  a  strong 
influence  for  good. 

On  June  25,  1900,  Dr.  Tuttle  married  Miss 
Bessie  Brown,  of  Dorset,  Ohio,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Mildred,  born  January  6,  1904,  who 
is  at  home  attending  school. 

Thomas  G.  Briggs  represents  one  of  the  first 
families  to  seek  a  home  in  Medina  county,  and 
through  all  the  many  years  that  have  inter-  ^ 
vened  since  their  settlement  in  the  Western 
Reserve  the  members  of  this  pioneer  family 
have  been  conspicuously  identified  with  the 
history  of  this  community.  Daniel  G.  Briggs 
the  father  of  Thomas  G.,  was  born  at  East 
Bloomfield  in  Ontario  colinty.  New  York,  Oc- 
tober 13,  1818,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Abigail 
(Gregg)  Briggs,  the  father  from  Massachu- 
setts and  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  the 
mother  from  New  Hampshire  and  of  an 
English  family.  Daniel  G.  was  one  of  their 
ten  children,  namely,  Louisa,  Alinda,  Daniel 
G.,  Abiel,  George,  Silas,  Benjamin,  John,  War- 


ren and  Maria.  Two  of  the  daughters  mar- 
ried in  June  of  1834,  about  the  time  the  family 
started  on  their  westward  journey,  Louisa  wed- 
ding Washington  Crane  and  Alinda  married 
Barnabus  Crane.  The  family,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  these  two  married  daughters,  started 
in  1834  for  what  was  then  the  far  west,  their 
destination  being  Chicago,  Illinois,  and,  ship- 
ping their  household  goods  by  boat,  the  family, 
with  their  live  stock  arid  sufficient  provisions, 
started  on  an  overland  journey.  Arriving  at 
Chicago,  they  found  their  goods  already  there, 
but  almost  worthless  on  account  of  a  leaking 
in  the  vessel,  and  further,  they  found  what 
thev  had  selected  as  their  future  home  was  but 
a  swampy  wilderness  on  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
with  old  Fort  Dearborn  the  sole  sign  of  human 
habitation,  and  malignant  fevers  and  malaria 
prevailing.  Completely  discouraged  by  this 
dreary  outlook  and  the  loss  of  his  household 
effects,  Thomas  Briggs  sold  his  horses  and  out- 
fit for  passage  money  as  far  as  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  his  two  daughters  and  their  hus- 
bands had  already  located,  and  thus  was  estab- 
lished the  Briggs  family  in  Medina  county. 
The  country  about  Sharon  Center  at  that  time 
was  solidly  covered  with  timber,  and  Daniel  G. 
Briggs  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  the  land 
and  preparing  their  home,  and  in  time  married 
Rhoda  Ann  Pratt.  His  life's  span  has  cov- 
ered more  than  the  years  allotted  to  man,  but 
they  have  been  years  of  purposes  well  directed, 
years  of  lovaltv  to  his  family  and  community, 
and  now,  in  the  evening  of  his  long  and  useful 
life,  he  is  enjoying  the  respect  and  reverence 
of  all  who  know  him.  The  home  which  he 
originally  built  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  his 
present  edifice  is  a  substantial  and  modern 
one  and  contains  many  pieces  of  furniture  val- 
ued for  their  antiquity  and  for  their  associa- 
tions of  other  days,  and  the  famous  row  of 
pines  extending  for  a  mile  on  either  side  of 
the  avenue  which  they  form,  like  soldiers  on 
dress  parade,  are  famous  landmarks  in  this 
section  ot  the  county.  These  trees  were 
planted  by  the  Briggs  family  and  their  neigh- 
bors many  years  ago,  and  they  have  grown 
to  be  mighty  pines  and  form  a  connecting  link 
between  the  primitive  past  and  the  progres- 
sive future.  Mr.  Briggs  has  traveled  much 
and  is  familiar  with  both  the  past  and  present 
conditions  of  the  country  between  Chicago  and 
his  present  home,  the  road  over  which  he  trav- 
eled when  but  a  mere  boy,  and  where  he  ex- 
perienced almost  his  first  disappointment  in 
life's  activities  and  for  a  short  time  the  hard- 
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ships  and  privations  which  existed  in  the  dis- 
mal swamp  about  old  Fort  Dearborn. 

Thomas  G.  Briggs,  a  son  of  this  revered  old 
pioneer  of  Medina  county,  was  bom  in  Sharon 
township  April  2,  1841,  and  his  educational 
training  was  received  in  the  district  schools 
of  his  home  community  and  in  the  township 
high  school,  and  his  home  has  always  been  on 
the  old  Briggs  farmstead  and  where  he  is  now 
one  of  the  foremost  agriculturists  of  Sharon 
township.  He  married  in  his  earlier  life  Mary 
C.  Crane,  from  their  present  locality  in  Sharon 
township,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  another  of 
the  community's  honored  pioneer  residents 
and  farmers,  Joseph  W.  Crane.  The  four 
children  which  have  blessed  this  marriage 
union  are:  Herbert  B.,  C.  Lee,  Ward  D.  and 
Edith.  The  eldest  son,  Herbert  B.  Brigg3,  is 
an  architect  in  Cleveland,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Briggs  &  Nelson,  while  C.  Lee  Briggs, 
the  second  son,  is  a  contractor  in  Akron.  The 
youngest  son.  Ward  D.  carries  on  the  farm. 
Mr.  Briggs  has  been  identified  with  the  Grange 
Society  since  1873.  In  politics  he  is  independ- 
ent and  supports  the  man  rather  than  the  party. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Universalist 
faith  and  attend  the  church  at  Sharon  Center, 
which  was  built  by  their  forefathers  in  185 1. 

RoY  W.  Barnard,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Windsor  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  in  that  township  July  28,  1874,  and 
is  a  son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Goddard) 
Barnard.  His  grandfather,  Moses  Barnard, 
Jr.,  was  bom  April  5,  1798,  in  Connecticut, 
and  died  February  i,  1847,  ^"  Ohio.  He  came 
to  Ohio  in  1813,  with  his  father,  Moses  Bar- 
nard. Moses  Barnard,  Sr.,  was  a  Revolution- 
ary soldier,  and  is  buried  here  in  Windsor. 
Moses  Barnard,  Jr.,  settled  in  Windsor  town- 
ship, in  the  wilderness,  and  married  Jemima 
Norris,  born  January  13,  1776,  and  their  chil- 
dren were:  Lorinda,  born  April  18,  1821.  died 
November  22^  1884,  married  (first)  Henry 
Payne,  deceased,  and  (second)  Shipley  Eddy, 
deceased;  William:  Edward,  born  January 
21,  1827,  died  in  1895,  unmarried:  Leverett, 
born  August  13,  1832,  died,  unmarried,  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1864,  was  a  captain  in  the  Union 
army:  and  Hamilton,  born  July  11,  1836,  mar- 
ried Emma  Morehouse,  and  they  live  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio.  Edward  Barnard  was  a 
soldier  on  the  Confederate  side,  in  the  Six- 
tieth Kentucky  regiment,  came  home  after  the 
war,  and  removed  south,  where  he  died. 

William  Barnard  was  born  November   10, 


1823,  in  Windsor  township,  and  died  January 
19,  1897.  He  was  quite  prominent  in  public 
aflPairs,  served  three  years  as  county  commis- 
sioner and  about  fourteen  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  settled 
many  estates  in  Windsor  township.  He  also 
served  as  township  trustee  and  school  director. 
He  was  a  prominent  and  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  a  constant 
attendant  of  the  meetings  and  services.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Windsor  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  No.  329,  and  its  en- 
campment, passed  the  chairs  in  both  and  was 
an  active  member  for  many  years.  He  was 
a  meniber  of  the  famous  "Squirrel  Hunters'' 
organization,  and  was  a  member  of  a  shooting 
club,  whose  other  members  were :  Elzer  Raw- 
don,  Edwin  Rawdon,  Lester  Moffatt,  two 
Church  brothers  and  one  other.  They  agreed 
to  attend  each  other's  funerals  as  long  as  any 
of  them  were  alive,  and  were  very  close 
friends.  They  gathered  annually  at  the  home 
of  Mr.  Barnard  and  spent  three  or  four  days 
shooting  at  a  target.  Mr.  Barnard  was  very 
fond  of  hunting,  in  which  sport  he  was  very 
proficient.  He  married,  December  5,  1857, 
Harriet  Goddard,  who  was  born  December 
?5,  1832,  and  still  lives  in  Windsor  township. 
Their  children  were:  Charles  L.,  born  April 
7,  1866,  is  a  great  hunter,  runs  a  grist  mill, 
married  Sarah  Reynolds  and  lives  in  Windsor 
township:  Grace,  born  November  19,  1870, 
married  J.  S.  Matson,  county  surveyor,  and 
lives  in  Ashtabula:  and  Roy  W. 

Roy  W.  Barnard  attended  school  at  Orwell 
and  a  business  college  at  Oberlin.  He  spent 
two  years  as  a  clerk  in  a  store,  and  later 
bought  out  A.  W.  Green,  who  had  a  hardware 
.'iTicl  general  merchandise  store  at  Windsor,  and 
the  firm  became  Kinney  &  Barnard.  He  owned 
the  building  where  Mr.  Flagg  now  has  a  store, 
and  was  in  business  a  year  and  a  half.  He 
then  traveled  two  years  for  the  Ford  Lighting 
(^ompany,  of  Garrettsville,  Ohio,  and  since 
then  has  been  engaged  in  farming.  He  rents 
frcm  his  mother  100  acres  of  land,  and  in  the 
last  two  years  has  put  in  three  carloads  of  tile. 
He  has  a  dairy  of  twelve  cows  and  raises 
White  Leghorn  poultry,  keeping  150  hens. 
He  also  raises  hogs  and  has  kept  thirty-five 
this  year.  He  is  actively  interested  in  public 
affairs  and  in  political  views  is  a  Democrat 
He  served  one  term  as  notary  public.  He  pavs 
close  attention  to  the  business  of  carrying  on 
his  farm,  and  conducts  all  his  transactions  in 
an  abla  manner. 
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Mr.  Barnard  married  Zelma  Rawdon,  bom 
June  3,  1879,  given  further  mention  in  connec- 
tion with  the  sketch  of  Eugene  Rawdon,  con- 
tained elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnard  have  no  children.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Windsor  Lodge,  No.  329,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  has  filled  the  chairs, 
and  has  also  filled  the  chairs  of  the  Encamp- 
ment, to  which  he  belongs.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Rebekah  Lodge,  and  she 
has  filled  its  offices. 

Michael  Conkle. — Prominent  among  the 
leading  citizens  of  Bellevue  is  Michael  Conkle, 
who  has  for  many  years  been  an  important 
figure  in  the  real  estate  affairs  of  the  city, 
having  been  actively  identified  with  the  trans- 
fer of  many  valuable  pieces  of  property.  A 
native  of  the  Keystone  state,  he  was  born, 
November  26,  1847,  in  Greensburg,  West- 
moreland county,  where  he  lived  until  ten 
years  old.  His  father,  Daniel  Conkle,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  Michael  Con- 
kle, his  father,  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was 
of  German  parentage.  Reared  on  a  farm, 
Daniel  Conkle  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits from  early  manhood.  Coming  in  1857 
to  Ohio,  he  bought  land  in  Holmes  county, 
and  was  there  a  tiller  of  the  soil  the  remainder 
of  his  active  years.  When  ready  to  retire  he 
moved  to  Barrs  Mills,  Tuscarawas  county, 
where  his  death  occurred  at  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  He  was  twice  married. 
He  married  first  Eve  Kline,  who  was  born  in 
Germany  and  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents in  childhood.  She  died  May  3,  1849, 
leaving  three  children,  namely:  Sarah  Ann, 
Elizabeth  and  Michael. 

The  only  son  born  of  his  father's  first  mar- 
riage, Michael  Conkle  began  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years  to  learn  the  tanner's  trade,  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  of  three  years.  Soon 
after  completing  his  trade  he  established  a 
tannery  at  Bloomfield,  Ohio,  and  conducted 
it  until  1883.  Locating  then  in  Bellevue  he 
began  carpentering,  but  soon  drifted  into  the 
real  estate  business  and  has  continued  until 
the  present  time.  He  has  been  associated  with 
many  extensive  deals  in  realty,  having  pur- 
chased several  large  tracts  of  land  which  he 
has  platted  and  upon  which  he  has  built,  sub- 
sequently selling  at  an  advantage.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  substantial  business,  Mr.  Conkle 
is  engaged  in  slate  roofing,  building  and  mov- 
ing buildings,  an  industry  that  has  proved  re- 
munerative. 

Mr.   Conkle  married  first,  in  Aprih,   1868, 


Sarah  Elizabeth  Asire,  who  was  born  in 
Bloomfield,  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Conrad)  Asire, 
and  a  granddaughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary 
(Lowe)  Conrad.  Leonard  Asire,  Mrs.  Con- 
kle's  brother,  executed  with  a  steel  pen  a 
family  tree,  on  which  appears  the  names  of 
more  than  eight  hundred  lineal  descendants 
of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Lowe)  Conrad,  the  tree 
being  now  in  Mr.  Conkle's  possession.  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  (Conrad)  Asire  came  from 
Pennsylvania,  their  native  state,  to  Ohio,  set- 
tling first  in  Coshocton  county,  but  spending 
their  later  years  in  Holmes  county.  Mrs. 
Sarah  E.  Conkle  died  in  February,  1889,  leav- 
ing five  children,  namely:  David  Irvine,  Ida 
Elizabeth,  Joseph  Allen,  Vernie  Ella  and 
Harley  A.  David  I.  married  Edna  Mellon, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Paul,  Christine 
and  Dwight  Harley.  Ida  E.,  wife  of  Wilson 
Walters,  has  three  children,  Raymond,  Irene 
and  Viola.  Joseph  A.  married  Maggie  Sliffe, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Evelyn,  Herbert 
James  and  Mervin  S.  Vernie  E.  married  D. 
Durst  Ruble.  Harley  A.  married  Alma  C. 
Porr. 

Mr.  Conkle  married  for  his  second  wife, 
December  20,  1892,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Porr) 
Hogmire,  a  native  of  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Her 
parents,  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Kuhn)  Porr, 
were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Germany. 
Soon  after  'their  marriage  they  emigrated  to 
this  country,  locating  in  Ohio,  where  he  was 
first  employed  as  a  shoemaker,  but  was  after- 
wards engaged  in  farming.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  spent  the  last  years  of  their  lives  in  Mar- 
shall, Michigan.  ^Irs.  Conkle  married,  first, 
Charles  Hogmire,  who  was  born  in  Michigan, 
a  son  of  Frank  and  Catherine  Hogmire.  By 
her  first  marriage  she  had  two  sons,  one  of 
whom.  Earl  W.  Hogmire,  was  killed  in  a  rail- 
way accident  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  Her 
other  son,  Fred  Hogmire,  is  married  and  lives 
in  Tekonsha,  Michigan. 

Wn.LiAM  J.  Hall  has  been  identified  with 
the  interests  of  Ashtabula  county  throughout 
his  life,  and  during  many  years  has  been  promi- 
nent in  the  agricultural  and  public  life  of 
Richmond  township.  Harry  Hall,  his  father, 
bom  in  the  state  of  Xew  York  in  1823,  came 
from  Syracuse,  that  state,  to  Ohio  in  1855  and 
established  his  home  at  Williamsfield  in  Ash- 
tabula county.  But  after  five  years  he  re- 
turned  to  Syracuse,  and  his  death  occurred 
there  in  1896.  While  in  this  state  he  was  in- 
terested in  farming,  but  in  New  York  was  a 
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real  estate  dealer.  He  married  Lucinda  Tur- 
ner, born  in  Pierpont,  Ohio,  in  1827,  and  she 
died  in  1897,  the  year  following  her  husband's 
death.  Their  children  are:  William  J.,  who 
was  born  September  i,  1857;  Linda,  born 
September  24,  1859,  married  M.  H.  Prince, 
and  lives  in  San  Diego,  CaHfornia;  and  Arie, 
born  February  13,  1861,  married  E.  E.  Lee, 
and  thev  live  in  Richmond  township. 

William  J.  Hall  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  district  schools  of  Pierpont, 
and  leaving  the  school  room  he  worked  at 
farm  labor  until  his  marriage  to  Electa  Hart- 
son,  who  was  born  February  19,  1859,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Lucinda  (Oatman) 
Hartson.  John  Hartson,  born  January  18, 
1824,  is  now  living  at  Leon  in  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty, but  his  wife,  who  was  born  February  6, 
1824,  died  on  the  27th  of  August,  1908.  Two 
children  have  blessed  the  marriage  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall  namely :  Glenn,  who  was 
born  January  20,  1890,  and  Ho^ward,  born 
May  14.  1895.  Gladys,  born  March  28,  1904, 
is  also  a  member  of  this  household.  Mr.  Hall 
is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity, 
Ridgley  Lodge,  No.  ;^i6,  of  Andover,  and  he 
is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  prominent  in 
the  political  life  of  his  community.  During 
twelve  years  he  has  served  his  township  as  a 
trustee,  and  during  two  terms  has  been  a 
member  of  the  executive  committee  of  the 
county,  organized  to  fix  the  time  of  elections, 
etc.  He  has  also  served  for  two  terms  as  a 
committeeman,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  a  general  as  well  as  a 
dairy  farmer,  and  breeds  Holstein  cattle.  His 
estate  of  154  acres  is  splendidly  improved,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  progressive  business  men  and 
public  spirited  citizens  of  the  community. 

Thomas  Everingim. — Noteworthy  among 
the  successful  agriculturists  of  Huron  county 
is  Thomas  Everingim,  who  by  diligent  labor 
has  accumulated  a  competency  and  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Monroeville,  retired  from  active  pur- 
suits, reaping  the  reward  of  his  many  years 
of  persistent  toil  and  enjoying  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  friends.  A  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  he  was  born,  April  10,  1837,  on 
a  farm  near  Shelby,  Richland  county.  His 
father,  Peter  Everingim,  and  his  grandfather, 
Ezekiel  Everingim,  were  born  and  brought  up 
in  New  Jersey.  His  great-grandfather,  Eze- 
kiel Everingim,  served  under  Washington  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  suffering  all  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  soldier  life,  and  he  died 
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soon  after  the  close  of  the  war.  Ezekiel  Ever- 
ingim, his  grandfather,  learned  the  trade  of  a 
millwright  in  his  native  state,  and  in  1819 
came  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  then  the  "far 
West,"  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Richland  county.  Following  his  trade 
throughout  his  active  life,  he  built  many  of 
the  early  mills  of  the  Reserve,  and  spent  his 
last  years  at  the  home  of  his  son  Peter  in 
Lyme  township,  Huron  county,  pjissing  away 
July  30,  1849. 

Born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  June  10, 
1809,  Peter  Everingim  was  but  a  boy  when 
he  was  brought  to  Ohio,  and  was  here  reared 
amid  pioneer  scenes.  Settlers  were  then  few 
and  far  between,  and  the  farmers  used  to  haul 
their  surplus  products  from  Richland  to  the 
lake  settlements  with  ox  teams.  Sandusky 
was  the  nearest  market  place  until  the  canal 
was  extended  to  Milan.  Working  with  his 
father,  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
lived  in  Richland  county  until  1838,  when  he 
settled  in  Lyme  township,  Huron  county.  In 
that  township  he  bought  prairie  land,  while 
just  across  the  line  in  Sherman  township  he 
purchased  timbered  land.  Building  a  substan- 
tial hewed  log  house,  he  devoted  his  time  to 
improving  his  land  and  tilling  the  soil.  He 
was  very  successful,  and  bought  land  in  Peru 
township  and  in  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana. 
In  1852  he  sold  his  Lyme  township  property 
and  bought  178  acres  in  Ridgefield  township, 
and  occupied  it  a  number  of  years.  Locating 
then  in  Monroeville,  he  purchased  a  comfort- 
able home,  and  there  resided  until  his  death,  in 
1888,  aged  nearly  four  score  years.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Champion,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  Richland  county,  Ohio,  when  a 
child.  She  died  in  1888,  leaving  seven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Alfred,  John,  William,  Eliza- 
beth A.,  Thomas,  James  S.  and  Charles  T. 

When  his  parents  removed  to  Huron  county 
Thomas  Everingim  was  but  a  year  old.  The 
land  was  in  its  original  wildness,  bears,  deer, 
wolves  and  smaller  animals  roamed  at  will. 
He  attended  first  the  district  school  at  Lyme 
and  later  at  Standersburg,  receiving  a  prac- 
tical education.  As  a  youth  he  assisted  his 
father  on  the  farm,  and  while  yet  a  young 
man  began  dealing  in  live  stock.  Succeeding 
to  the  ownership  of  the  homestead,  he  raised 
grain  and  fed  stock,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  shipped  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  to  Cleve- 
land. Buffalo  and  New  York  city;  also  bought 
wool,  carrying  on  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
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business  in  this  line  until  1901.  In  1901  Mr. 
Everingim  purchased  an  attractive  house  in 
Monroeville,  where  he  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  business,  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  life. 

Mr.  Everingim  married,  in  1875,  Josephine 
A.  Rutherford,  who  was  born  in  Peru  town- 
ship, Huron  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  James 
Rutherford.  Her  grandfather,  John  Ruther- 
ford, was  born  in  New  York  city,  but  soon 
after  his  marriage  moved  to  Lansingburg, 
New  York,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  pork 
packing  business  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
James  Rutherford  was  born  in  Lansingburg, 
New  York,  and  was  there  engaged  in  business 
\Vith  his  father  for  a  time.  Coming  from 
there  to  Ohio,  he  was  a  pioneer  of  Lyme  town- 
ship, where  he  bought  a  tract  of  prairie  land, 
at  the  same  time  buying  timbered  land  in 
Sherman  township.  Building  a  house,  he  lived 
in  Lyme  township  a  few  years,  and  then  sold 
and  bought  a  timber  tract  in  Peru  township, 
cleared  a  space,  and  in  it  built  the  log  house 
in  which  Mrs.  Everingim  was  born.  He  im- 
proved a  part  of  the  land,  built  a  frame  house, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Ridgefield  township,  where  he 
bought  a  farm,  on  which  he  lived  some  time. 
Removing  from  there  to  Monroeville,  he  lived 
here  retired  until  his  death,  spending  his  last 
days  with  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Everingim,  passing 
away  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three 
vears.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Abby  Raver,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- four 
years.  She  reared  nine  children,  namely: 
Charles,  Mary,  Catherine,  John,  Sarah,  Lewis, 
William,  Josephine  A.  and  Eliza.  Politically 
Mr.  Everingim  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has 
served  as  township  trustee  of  Ridgefield  town- 
ship for  fifteen  years.  Religiously  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Everingim  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Llewellyn  Monroe  Cornwell. — A  man 
of  strong  individuality,  energetic  and  capable, 
Llewellyn  M.  Cornwell,  late  of  Jeflferson,  was 
for  many  years  an  active  and  valued  citizen  of 
Ashtabula  county,  and  one  of  the  foremost  in 
advancing  its  mercantile  and  industrial  inter- 
ests. A  native  of  this  county,  he  was  born 
April  2,  1849,  in  Cherry  Valley.  His  father, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years,  in  Cherry  Valley.  His  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Susan  Cornell,  died 
in  1863. 


From  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  Llewellyn 
M.  Cornwell  was  practically  self-supporting, 
working  for  various  people,  as  his  services 
might  be  required.  After  his  marriage,  when 
twenty-one  years  old,  he  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Cherry  Valley  for  a  while, 
at  the  same  time  being  employed  in  peddling 
meat  throughout  the  southern  part  of  the 
county.  Being  subsequently  struck  by  a  fall- 
ing tree  while  in  the  woods,  he  was  quite  seri- 
ously injured,  and,  heeding  the  advice  of  his 
father,  opened  a  store  in  Cherry  Valley,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  for 
about  fifteen  years,  meeting  with  much  suc- 
cess as  a  general  merchant.  Selling  out  in 
1889,  ^^'*-  Cornwell  moved  to  Jefferson,  in 
order  to  give  his  son  educational  and  social 
advantages,  and  for  a  number  of  years  car- 
ried on  a  substantial  business,  selling  real  es- 
tate for  himself  and  others,  shipping  stock, 
and  buying  and  selling  farming  properties. 
Mr.  Cornwell  was  very  prominent  in  public 
affairs,  serving  faithfully  in  various  offices. 
For  many  years  he  was  trustee  of  Cherry  Val- 
ley township ;  also  of  Jefferson  township ;  was 
real  estate  assessor;  a  member  of  the  village 
council;  and  was  likewise  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Jefferson  Banking  Company.  Frater- 
nally he  was  active  in  the  Masonic  Order,  be- 
longing to  the  Blue  Lodge ;  to  the  Cache  Com- 
mandery  at  Conneaut,  K.  T. ;  and  to  the  Al 
Koran  Shrine,  of  Cleveland.  As  a  man  and 
a  citizen,  he  was  held  in  high  respect,  and  his 
death,  October  1,  1907,  was  a  distinct  loss  to 
the  community. 

Mr.  Cornwell  married  first,  June  28,  1870, 
Mary  Scoville,  of  Cherry  Valley,  an  orphan 
about  his  own  age.  She  died  in  March,  1894. 
Two  sons  were  born  of  their  union,  namely: 
Fonn,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and  Claude  C., 
who  was  born  November  5,  1879,  and  died 
October  13,  1901.  He  was  a  brilliant  scholar 
and  a  noted  athlete.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Jefferson  Institute  with  the  Class  of  1898, 
and  the  same  year  won  a  gold  medal  in  the 
County  Oratorical  Association's  contest.  Sub- 
sequently entering  the  literary  and  law  de- 
partments of  the  University  of  Michigan,  he 
continued  his  studies  there  until  his  death, 
which  was  caused  by  typhoid  fever.  Mr.  Corn- 
well  married  second.  May  29,  1895,  Maggie 
M.  Mills,  of  Austinburg  township,  Ashtabula 
county,  a  daughter  of  Lewis  J.  and  Maryette 
(Webber)  Mills,  and  their  only  child,  Frank 
Mills  Cornwell,  was  born  June  16,  1897. 
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Henry  Miller. — An  enterprising,  practical 
and  progressive  agriculturist  of  Huron  county, 
Henry  Miller  is  successfully  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  is  president  of  the  Miller 
Hay  Company,  of  Monroeville,  Ohio,  in  the 
management  of  his  valuable  property  exercis- 
ing great  skill  and  good  judgment.  A  native 
of  Ohio,  he  was  born,  January  i,  1859,  in 
Ridgefield  township,  Huron  county,  of  thrifty 
German  ancestry,  his  father,  William  Miller, 
Jr.,  and  his  grandfather,  WilHam  Miller,  Sr., 
having  been  born  in  the  province  of  Baden, 
Germany.  William  Miller,  Sr.,  spent  the  ear- 
lier part  of  his  life  in  Germany,  following  the 
xailor^s  trade  in  Baden.  Coming  with  his 
family  to  America  in  1851,  he  was  employed  in 
tailoring  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  a  number  of 
years,  after  which  he  spent  a  time  in  Huron 
county.  Going  back,  however,  to  Sandusky, 
he  was  there  a  resident  until  his  death,  at  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-two  years.  His  wife, 
a  native  of  Baden,  attained  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  years.  Their  children,  nine  in  number, 
all  came  to  this  country,  their  names  being 
as  follows :  Charles,  William,  Antl^ny,  Chris- 
tina, Mena,  Emma,  Angeline,  Bena  and  Sarah. 

William  Miller,  Jr.,  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  the  Fatherland,  living  there  until 
■eighteen  years  of  age.  Of  a  venturesome 
spirit  and  wishing  to  test  for  himself  the  ad- 
vantages given  a  poor  man  in  this  country, 
he  then  came  to  New  York,  the  voyage,  made 
in  a  sailing  vessel,  taking  a  number  of  weeks. 
Locating  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  few  months,  enter- 
ing the  employ  of  a  contractor,  who  subse- 
quently failed,  and  he  received  nothing  except 
a  few  tools  for  his  work.  The  following  spring 
he  rented  land,  and  as  an  agriculturist  met 
with  such  good  success  that  he  continued  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In 
1863  he  bought  115  acres  of  land  in  Groton 
township.  Erie  county,  and  in  addition  to  farm- 
ing bought  and  shipped  hay  and  corn  husks. 
As  his  means  increased  he  bought  other  real 
estate,  in  due  course  of  time  acquiring  title 
to  479  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  was 
improved.  He  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life 
of  seventy-two  years  on  his  farm  in  Groton 
township.  William  Miller,  Jr.,  was  twice  mar- 
ried. He  married  first  Philipena  Ohlemacher, 
who  was  bom  in  Germanv  and  came  to  this 
country  with  her  parents  when  fourteen  years 
old.  She  died  in  186.^,  leaving  three  children, 
William,  Henr\'  and  Charles.    He  married  for 


his  second  wife  Jane  Gross,  who  was  bom  in 
Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  coming  from  Penn- 
sylvania German  ancestry.  She  died  in  1906, 
leaving  nine  children,  namely:  Clara,  Emma, 
Rosa,  Flora,  Lydia,  Lawrence,  Rudolph, 
Frank  and  Chauncey. 

Acquiring  a  practical  common-school  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools,  Henry  Miller  was 
reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  while  assist- 
ing in  the  care  of  the  home  farm  obtained  a 
valuable  knowledge  of  the  different  branches 
of  agriculture.  On  attaining  his  majority  he 
began  farming  for  himself  on  the  parental 
homestead,  which  he  managed  until  1893.  Re- 
moving then  to  a  farm  near  Monroeville,  he 
remained  there  until  1907,  when  he  assumed 
possession  of  his  present  farm,  which  is  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Monroeville.  It  con- 
tains ninety  acres  of  rich  and  productive  land, 
and  as  a  general  farmer  Mr.  Miller  is  meeting 
with  fine  success,  and  is  also  making  money  in 
shipping  hay  and  grain. 

Mr.  Miller  married,  February  22,  1892, 
Elizabeth  Strecker,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Clarence  Miller.  Mrs.  Miller's  father,  Jacob 
Strecker,  a  native  of  Germany,  was  a  pioneer 
of  Groton  township,  Erie  county,  where  she 
was  born.  Politicallv  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Demo- 
crat,  and  religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
German  Lutheran  church. 

Gust  Hess. — Many  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  worthy  citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve 
are  of  foreign  birth  and  ancestry  and  have 
inherited  the  characteristics  of  their  people. 
Among  these  the  Germans  are  especially  noted 
for  their  industry,  enterprise  and  thrift,  and 
Gust  Hess,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Mon- 
roeville, Huron  county,  is  an  excellent  repre- 
sentative of  this  class.  A  son  of  the  late 
Frederick  Hess,  he  was  born  in  Schonbach, 
province  of  Baden,  Germany,  August  27,  1849, 
but  was  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio.  Fred- 
erick Hess  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  and 
remained  in  the  Fatherland  for  a  few  years 
after  his  marriage.  In  185 1,  accompanied  by 
his  wife  and  their  two  children,  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  being  several  weeks 
crossing  the  ocean  in  a  .'^ailing  vessel.  Coming 
directly  to  Ohio,  he  was  employed  as  a  car- 
penter in  the  railway  shops  in  Sandusky, 
where  he  got  a  good  start  in  life,  but  did  not 
live  long  enough  to  accumulate  any  property, 
his  death  occurring  in  18^3.  He  married  Jo- 
sephine Hauser,  who  at  his  death  was  left  a 
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widow  in  a  strange  land  with  three  small  chil- 
dren, Barbara,  Gust  and  Mary,  to  bring  up 
and  educate. 

A  child  of  two  years  when  he  came  to  this 
country,  Gust  Hess  has  no  personal  knowledge 
of  his'  native  land.  After  the  death  of  his 
father  his  widowed  mother  moved  first  to  Ha- 
vana, Ohio,  thence  to  Standardburg,  and  from 
there  going  to  Reedtown.  In  each  of  these 
places  he  made  the  best  of  his  opportunities  to 
secure  an  education,  but  his  advantages  were 
necessarily  limited.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years 
he  began  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade  with  H.  L. 
Wilson,  who  sold  his  establishment  a  year 
later.  He  then  began  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  trade  of  a  tinsmith,  entering  the  employ 
of  R.  G.  Martin  and  receiving  $50  the  first 
year  for  his  work,  $75  the  second  year  and 
$100  the  third  year.  After  completing  his  ap- 
prenticeship, Mr.  Hess  worked  as  a  journey- 
man for  a  time.  In  1875,  in  company  with  his 
brother  William,  he  opened  a  store  in  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio,  putting  in  a  stock  of  tinware, 
stoves,  etc.,  and  continued  in  business  until 
1879.  Coming  then  to  Monroeville,  Mr.  Hess 
purchased  Ben  Bauman's  hardware  store, 
stock  and  good  will,  and  carried  on  a  substan- 
tial trade  in  that  line  until  1903*  when  tjie  busi- 
ness was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
Hess  Hardware  Company,  with  Mr.  Hess  as 
a  leading  stockholder.  He  does  not  give  his 
personal  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
business,  however,  but  is  busily  and  profitably 
enga|2:ed  in  the  manufacture  of  cement  shingles 
and  other  cement  products. 

On  May  3,  1875,  Mr.  Hess  married  Emma 
Urlau,  a  native  of  Bellevue,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of  Robert  Urlau.  Her 
grandfather.  Christian  Urlau,  was  born  in 
Saxony,  but  settled  in  early  manhood  in  Baden, 
Germany,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of 
printer  and  bookbinder  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Robert  Urlau  was  born  in  Mun- 
zingen,  Baden,  and  there  learned  the  cooper's 
trade.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he 
set  sail  for  America,  and  after  a  voyage  of 
fifty-three  days  landed  in  New  York.  Coming 
from  there  to  the  Western  Reserve  he  located 
in  Norwalk,  where  he  was  first  employed  as  a 
maltster  and  later  as  a  groceryman,  continu- 
ing there  five  years.  Coming  then  to  Monroe- 
ville, he  was  here  similarly  employed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  active  life,  passing  away  in 
July,  1899,  aged  seventy- four  years.  Mr. 
Urlau  married  Christina  Cipfel,  who  was  born 
in  Kirchhoffen,  Baden,  Germany,  and  died  in 


Monroeville,  Ohio,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine 
years.  She  reared  three  children,  as  follows: 
Mary;  Emma,  wife  of  Mr.  Hess,  and  Henry, 
deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hess  are  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  namely:  Robert,  who  mar- 
ried Laura  Philips,  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Indiana; 
Roman ;  Henrietta,  widow  of  Harry  M.  Good- 
win, has  one  child,  Harry  M. ;  Mamie,  wife  of 
Ralph  S.  Powley,  has  one  son,  Robert  Urlau; 
Elizabeth ;  Josephine,  wife  of  Clarence  H.  Cip- 
fel ;  and  Charles.  The  family  occupy  one  of 
the  many  pleasant  homes  of  Monroeville,  it 
being  located  on  one  of  the  leading  thorough- 
fares of  the  city,  and  in  it  they  take  pleasure 
in  entertaining  their  friends. 

Jay  Briggs  Hilliard. — Prominent  among 
the  business  men  of  Wads  worth  is  numbered 
Mr.  Jay  Briggs  Hilliard,  the  president  of  the 
Hilliard  &  Curry  Company,  furniture  dealers 
and  undertakers,  and  this  is  one  of  the  largest 
corporations  of  its  kind  in  the  city.  Mr.  Hil- 
liard was  born  on  a  farm  near  Wadsworth  in 
Medina  county,  October  10,  1869,  and  this  old 
homestead  had  been  cleared  of  its  timber  by 
his  grandfather,  Robert  Hilliard.  He  is  a 
son  of  Henry  H.  and  Adele  (Pardee)  Hilliard, 
the  paternal  family  being  of  old  Massachu- 
setts stock  who  trace  their  origin  to  William 
the  Conqueror,  while  the  Pardee  family  is  of 
French  descent,  and  they  came  to  Ohio  from 
the  commonwealth  of  New  York.  Mrs.  Hil- 
liard is  a  granddaughter  of  Judge  Pardee,  and 
William  Pardee  was  her  father. 

Jay  B.  Hilliard  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  his  home  vicinity,  this 
being  later  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the 
Wadsworth  normal,  and  his  first  business  ex- 
perience was  on  the  farm  with  his  father. 
Leaving  the  homestead  he  entered  upon  a 
clerkship  in  the  store  of  C.  S.  Danneley  in 
Wadsworth,  and  later  began  learning  teleg- 
raphy in  the  local  office  of  the  Erie  railroad 
there,  under  the  instructions  of  the  agent,  G. 
S.  Ilger.  Becoming  proficient  in  this  art  he 
was  able  to  enter  the  railroad  service  when 
brt  eighteen  years  of  age  as  a  substitute  and 
extra  operator  at  various  stations  on  the  road, 
and  he  remained  in  the  service  of  the  company 
for  twelve  years.  At  this  time  the  partnership 
with  E.  S.  Curry  was  formed,  he  becoming 
the  secretary  of  the  firm.  They  carry  a  large 
and  well-selected  line  of  furniture  of  all  kinds, 
and  as  undertakers  their  skill  has  become 
known  throughout  this  community.  Mr.  Hil- 
liard has  become  the  president  of  the  corpo- 
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ration,  which  is  incorporated.  Although  yet 
young  in  years,  he  has  been  favored  with 
municipal  and  township  offices,  having  served 
his  township  two  terms  as  its  clerk,  and  dur- 
ing a  similar  period  was  the  clerk  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Wadsworth.  He  is  both  a  Mason  and 
an  Odd  Fellow,  being  thus  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  fraternal  life  of  his  city. 

By  his  marriage  to  Miss  Nola  Pinkerton,  of 
Apple  Creek,  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  J.  B.  Pinkerton,  now  residing  at 
Wadsworth,  he  has  six  children,  Frank  C, 
Claude  P.,  Harry  P.,  Robert  J.,  Benjamin  and 
Ivan.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Edwin  Prentiss. — A  hale  and  hearty  man, 
bearing  with  ease  and  dignity  his  burden  of 
four  score  and  three  years,  Edwin  Prentiss 
has  been  an  important  factor  in  aiding  the 
growth  and  development  of  Huron  county, 
being  more  especially  interested  in  advancing 
the  material  welfare  of  Monroeville,  which  has 
been  his  home  for  nearly  thirty  years.  A  na- 
tive of  New  York,  he  was  born,  February  7, 
1826,  in  Avon,  Livingston  county,  a  son  of 
Jonathan  Prentiss,  a  prominent  pioneer  of  this 
part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  His  grand- 
father. Samuel  Prentiss,  a  native  of  New  Lon- 
don, Connecticut,  served  as  a  spldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  Leaving  his  New  Eng- 
land home,  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in 
Chenango  county.  New  York,  from  there  com- 
ing to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  where  he  resided 
until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 
His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grace  Tur- 
ner, was  born  in  N^w  London,  Connecticut, 
and  died  in  Monroeville,  Ohio,  at  the  remark- 
able age  of  one  hundred  and  one  years,  seven 
months  and  five  days.  She  reared  four  sons 
and  one  daughter. 

Jonathan  Prentiss  was  born  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  in  1796,  and  was  there  brought 
up  and  married.  Migrating  with  his  family 
to  Livingston  county,  New  York,  he  operated 
two  farms  in  Avon,  and  at  one  time  managed 
a  hotel  in  that  place.  In  1833,  ^^^^  his  wife 
and  four  children,  he  started  westward  with 
hired  teams,  driving  as  far  as  Rochester,  New 
York.  There  he  embarked  on  a  canal  boat  to 
Buffalo,  thence  bv  the  lake  to  Huron,  and 
from  there  with  hired  teams  to  Lyme  town- 
ship, Huron  county.  In  company  with  his 
cousin,  George  Turner,  he  bought  200  acres 
of  land  in  that  township,  a  part  of  the  place, 
on  which  stood  two  houses  and  a  barn,  being 
improved.  The  country  roundabout  was  then 
thinly  populated,  and  deer  and  other  kinds  of 


game  were  plentiful,  supplying  the  family  lard- 
ers with  an  abundance  of  venison  and  other 
meats.  Selling  his  interest  in  the  farm  at  the 
end  of  two  years,  he  was  engaged  for  about 
two  years  in  breaking  prairie,  using  four  pairs 
of  oxen  and  a  pair  of  horses  in  the  work.  He 
then  bought  back  the  farm  that  he  had  sold, 
and  later  purchased  100  acres  of  adjoining 
land.  There  were  at  that  time  no  railroads  in 
the  state,  the  principal  markets  being  Milan 
and  Sanduskv.  On  one  occasion  a  merchant 
in  Jackson,  Michigan,  had  bought  goods  for 
his  store,  and  had  them  shipped  by  way  of  the 
lake.  The  lake  froze,  and  the  boat  could  get 
no  farther  than  Cleveland,  and  Mr.  Jonathan 
Prentiss,  with  his  horse  team,  drew  some  of 
the  goods  to  Jackson.  After  being  success- 
fully engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  a 
number  of  vears  he  removed  to  Monroeville, 
and  here  lived  retired  from  active  pursuits 
until  his  death  in  1884.  Jonathan  Prentiss  was 
twice  married.  He  married  first  Mary  Fitch, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  died  in  New 
York  in  1828,  leaving  four  children,  Mary, 
John,  Edwin  and  Lucy.  To  his  second  mar- 
riage five  children  were  born. 

Seven  years  of  age  when  he  came  with  the 
family  to  Ohio,  Edwin  Prentiss  remembers 
well  the  incidents  of  the  journey  and  the  prim- 
itive life  of  the  pioneers,  who  suffered  untold 
privations  and  hardships  in  their  efforts  to 
obtain  homes  where  their  children  and  their 
descendants  might  enjoy  the  comforts,  even 
the  luxuries,  of  life  without  the  labor  and  toil 
that  marked  their  pathway.  He  attended  the 
pioneer  school  of  his  district,  where  the  teacher 
received  a  dollar  a  week  salary  and  boarded 
herself.  Norwalk  and  Bellevue  were  then 
mere  hamlets,  and  even  at  a  much  later  date 
the  township  officers  were  meagerly  paid,  the 
trustees  in  i860  receiving,  respectively,  $10, 
$12  and  $15.  Begininng  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer,  he  rented  land,  and  the  first  year  put 
in  155  acres  of  corn  and  a  few  acres  of  pota- 
toes and  tobacco.  He  sold  his  corn  in  Milan 
for  thirty-eight  cents  a  bushel.  Subsequently 
Mr.  Prentiss  went  with  his  brother-in-law  to 
Michigan,  and  bought  540  acres  of  timber  land 
lying  ten  miles  from  Detroit.  Renting  a  near- 
bv  farm,  he  had  the  wood  cut  and  teamed  to 
Detroit,  continuing  there  a  year.  Returning 
then  to  Huron  county,  or  what  was  then  Erie 
county,  he  resumed  his  agricultural  labors. 
Since  1880  Mr.  Prentiss  has  resided  in  Mon- 
roeville, practically  retired,  but  being  very 
active  he  takes  great  interest  in  the  manage- 
ment of  his  200  acres  of  land  near  the  citv. 
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although  the  greater  part  of  it  is  rented. 

Mr.  Prentiss  married,  in  1853,  Catherine  L. 
Clarke,  who  was  born  in  Gloucester,  England. 
Her  father,  John  Clarke,  was  born  in  the  same 
place,  and  there  spent  his  early  life.  In  1835 
he  came  with  his  family  to  America,  landing 
at  Philadelphia,  from  there  coming  by  way  of 
the  Hudson  river,  Erie  canal  and  Lake  Erie 
to  Cleveland,  a  small  place  with  but  one  street 
and  then  known  as  Ohio  City.  Remaining 
there  but  four  weeks,  he  then  started  westward 
in  search  of  a  favorable  location,  and  having 
considerable  means  journeyed  on  until  he 
found  something  that  pleased  him,  finally  pur- 
chasing sixty  acres  of  land  in  Groton  town- 
ship, Erie  county,  on  a  road  leading  southwest 
from  Sandusky.  There  was  a  large  house, 
built  for  a  hotel,  on  the  place,  a  good  orchard, 
and  much  of  the  land  was  under  cultivation. 
He  was  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  enter- 
prise, progressive  and  energetic,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  establishing  a  blacksmith's  shop,  which 
he  hired  a  man  to  run,  he  built  a  tannery  and 
a  shoe  factory,  also  manufacturing  furniture, 
and,  having  bought  an  ashery  in  Blooming- 
ville,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  black 
salts  and  potash.  To  all  this  multiplicity  of 
enterprises  Mr.  Clarke  gave  his  personal  at- 
tention. After  living  there  a  number  of  years 
he  spent  two  years  in  Sandusky,  and  then  built  • 
a  residence  in  Bellevue,  where  he  spent  his 
remaining  days,  having  the  superintendence  of 
his  farms  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  about 
eighty-three  years,  in  1877.  The  maiden  name 
of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Clarke  was  Elizabeth  Lloyd. 
She  was  born  in  Himbleton,  England,  near 
Worcester,  and  died,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years, 
in  Ohio.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clarke  these  chil- 
dren were  born,  namely:  Mary,  Catherine  L., 
Lucy,  John,  Christopher,  Philip,  Stephen,  The- 
odore, Emilv  and  two  that  died  in  childhood, 
Frederick,  a  little  fellow  of  two  or  three  years, 
dying  in  Liverpool,  while  the  family  were  en 
route  to  this  country,  and  Edwin,  who  was 
accidentally  killed  when  nine  years  old.  The 
Clarke  family  were  all  Episcopalians.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Prentiss  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Theodore,  Katherine  and 
Frederick.  Frederick  married  Alice  Phinney, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Benjamin  and 
Edwin  John.  In  his  political  affiliations  Mr. 
Prentiss  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  various 
offices  of  trust. 


Lucius  W.  Peck,  who  died  in  Austinburg, 
January  2,   1899,  was  one  of  the  ablest  and 


most  cultured  men  who  ever  resided  in  Aus- 
tinburg township,  Ashtabula  county,  and  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Charlotte  (Tuttle)  Peck,  was 
well  fitted  by  education  and  character  to  be 
his  companion  and  assistant  in  every  activity 
of  life.  Mr.  Peck  was  a  grandson  of  Captain 
Crawley,  who  participated  in  the  tea  episode 
in  Boston  harbor,  and  his  parents  were  Lucius 
and  Abbie  (Crawley)  Peck.  He  received  his 
higher  education  at  Farmington  Institute  and 
Oberlin  College;  taught  school  for  twenty 
years,  and  traveled  quite  extensively  in  Mex- 
ico and  tne  south.  The  main  business  of  his 
life  was  farming,  and  his  homestead  of  100 
acres  presented  every  evidence  of  the  care  of 
the  practical  husbandman,  and  also  carried 
with  it  the  atmosphere  of  refinement  which 
surrounded  the  personalities  of  both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Peck.  Throughout  nearly  all  his  mature 
life  the  husband  also  was  in  public  service  as 
a  school  director,  notary  public,  trustee,  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  or  in  some  other  capacity 
which  brought  him  both  deep  respect  and  wide 
popularity. 

On  the  5th  of  November,  1850,  Mr.  Peck 
wedded  Miss  Charlotte  L  Tuttle,  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Charry  (Mills)  Tuttle,  of  a  fine  old 
Connecticut  family  which  was  established  in 
the  Western  Reserve  as  early  as  1809.  Her 
grandfathers  are  the  only  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers who  now  lie  buried  in  Austinburg  town- 
ship; and  the  record  of  the  Tuttle  family  is 
altogether  so  interesting  that  further  details 
are  given  hereafter.  Mrs.  Peck  attended 
Grand  River  Institute,  in  Austinburg  town- 
ship, for  six  and  a  half  years,  and  in  early 
life  was  a  student  of  law.  She  was  a  teacher 
in  the  district  schools  for  several  vears  before 
her  marriage  and  for  twenty  years  taught 
music.  For  more  than  half  a  centurv  she  has 
also  been  a  contributor  to  the  local  papers, 
especially  to  the  Jefferson  Sentinel.  As  has 
been  noted,  her  family  history  should  fix  a 
place  for  her  in  the  ranks  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  Revolution.  She  attended  the  Centennial 
in  Cleveland,  being  a  delegate  to  the  Conven- 
tion of  Pioneer  Women  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. Despite  the  many  duties  of  a  social, 
literary  and  charitable  nature  which  devolve 
upon  her  she  actively  superintends  the  old  fam- 
ily farm  which  was  cleared  by  her  father  100 
years  ago  in  May,  1909. 

Ira  Tuttle,  the  father  mentioned,  was  bom 
in  Torringford,  Connecticut,  April  2,  1788, 
and  in  1809,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  on  foot,  leading 
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a  cow  and  driving  a  pair  of  oxen.  The  former 
proved  of  especial  value  when  the  young,  man 
reached  his  destination,  as  for  several  weeks 
before  he  returned  to  Connecticut  he  lived  al- 
most entirely  on  berries  and  milk.  Having 
determined  on  the  site  of  a  homestead  in  the 
new  country,  he  returned  to  Connecticut  on 
foot,  and  in  18 10  brought  his  parents  to  the 
Reserve,  the  journey  being  made  in  a  hu^e 
covered  wagon  drawn  by  six  yoke  of  oxen. 
The  homestead  was  first  established  near  Mill 
Creek,  on  the  land  which  he  got  from  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company,  and  he  lived  there 
always.  It  was  600  acres  in  Austinburg  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county ;  at  that  time  tne  local- 
ity was  known  as  Richfield  and  six  Indian 
camps  were  found  to  be  located  on  the  future 
homestead  of  the  Tuttle  family.  The  parents 
of  the  young  pioneer  who  thus  established  the 
family  in  the  middle  west  were  Major  Clement 
and  Abigail  (Button)  Tuttle,  the  military  title 
being  well  earned  by  brave  service  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  While  the  Tuttles  were  clear- 
ing and  improving  their  homestead  in  the  wilds 
of  northern  Ohio,  they  were  equally  faithful 
to  their  religious  obligations,  the  parents  being 
such  regular  attendants  of  the  church  in  Aus- 
tinburg township  that  they  missed  but  one  Sun- 
dav's  service  in  more  than  thirtv  vears.  On 
the  23d  of  April,  1808,  Ira  Tuttle  married  Miss 
Charry  Mills,  born  January  19,  1788,  whose 
father,  as  stated,  was  also  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war.  The  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ira  Tuttle  were  as  follows:  Harriet 
X.,  born  November  30,  1814,  who  became  the 
wife  of  Henry  Paine,  of  Painesville ;  Bradford, 
who  was  born  July  7,  1810;  Eben  M.,  born 
September  22,  1812;  George,  born  March  24, 
1817;  Harman,  who  was  born  March  25,  1821, 
and  died  March  i,  1889;  and  Charlotte  I., 
Mrs.  Lucius  W.  Peck,  who  was  born  March  3, 
1830. 

Arthur  Carraher,  a  prominent  farmer  of 
Hartsg^rove  township,  Ashtabula  county,  was 
born  May  5,  1827,  in  Ireland,  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Branagan)  Carraher,  both  natives 
of  Ireland,  where  they  were  married.  He 
died  in  Thompson,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
his  wife,  who  was  born  in  1831,  also  died  in 
Ohio.  November  8,  1874.  They  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1840,  and  spent  seven  weeks 
and  four  days  on  the  ocean.  Their  children 
were:  Thomas,  born  in  1831,  married  Cather- 
ine Silk,  and  lives  in  Nebraska;  Anna,  born 


in   1829,  married  James  Sidney,  and  lives  in 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio;  and  Arthur. 

Arthur  Carraher  attended  school  in  his  na- 
tive country  and  was  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Ohio.  He  lived  in  Geauga 
county  five  years  and  then  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm,  then  in  the  forest.  He  had  to  chop 
roads  through  the  woods  at  first.  He  owns 
175  acres,  which  he  has  cleared  and  put  into 
fine  condition,  making  many  improvements. 
He  does  general  farming,  and  finds  it  profita- 
ble. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has' 
f»erved  as  a  road  supervisor  and  school  director. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Carraher  married  Imogene  Curtis,  de- 
ceased, and  thev  had  children  as  follows: 
Frank,  born  September  15,  1851,  married  Kate 
Orcott,  and  is  a  farmer  of  Hartsgrove  town- 
ship ;  Emmett,  born  September  20,  1853,  mar- 
ried Rose  Finnigan,  and  lives  in  Madison 
county,  Nebraska:  John,  born  January  25, 
1858,  is  unmarried  and  lives  at  home ;  Thomas, 
born  June  7,  i860,  is  married  and  lives  in 
Hartsgrove  township;  Christopher,  bom  Sep- 
tember 13,  1871,  is  married  and  lives  in  Harts- 
grove township;  and  Arthur,  born  January 
10,  1870,  is  deceased. 

Jacor  F.  Henninger. — Public  spirited  and 
enterprising,  Jacob  F.  Henninger,  now  serving 
as  mavor  of  Monroeville,  Huron  countv,  is 
widely  known  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  ster- 
ling worth.  He  has  filled  various  positions  of 
trust  and  responsibility  in  a  manner  reflecting 
the  highest  credit  upon  himself,  proving  that 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  which  was  freely 
given  to  him,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  his  abili- 
ties were  not  unworthily  bestowed.  He  is  a 
native  born  citizen,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  Monroeville  February  22,  1869.  Jacob  Hen- 
ninger, his  father,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, where  he  lived  until  after  his  marriage. 
Coming  with  his  wife  to  the  United  States  in 
early  manhood,  he  resided  for  a  while  in  New 
York  city,  from  there  coming  to  Huron  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  Locating  in  Monroeville,  he  has 
since  been  busily  engaged  in  various  occupa- 
tions, having  been  street  commissioner  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  having  served  as  constable. 
He  married  Katherine  Spatz,  of  Bavaria,  Ger- 
many, and  into  their  household  ten  children 
were  born,  namely:  Louisa,  Phillipine,  Kath- 
erine, Lena,  Anna.  Elizabeth,  Carrie,  Henry, 
George  and  Jacob  F. 

The  oldest  son  of  his  parents,  Jacob  F.  Hen- 
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ninger  attended  school  until  fifteen  years  old, 
when  he  began  his  active  career  as  clerk  in  a 
dry  goods  store,  continuing  thus  occupied 
twenty  years.  The  Hess  Hardware  Company 
being  then  organized,  he  became  secretary  of 
the  corporation,  and  held  the  position  two 
years,  resigning  at  that  time  to  accept  the  as- 
sistant cashiership  of  the  Farmers  and  Citi- 
zens' Banking  Company  in  Monroeville,  an 
office  that  he  has  since  filled  most  satisfac- 
torily. 

Mr.  Henninger  married,  June  28,  1904, 
Emma  H.  Powley,  who  was  bom  in  Monroe- 
ville,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Powley,  a  native 
of  England.  Politically  Mr.  Henninger  is  an 
earnest  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
in  1905  received  the  highest  honor  within  the 
gift  of  his  fellow  townsmen,  being  elected 
mayor  of  the  city,  a  position  which  he  filled 
with  such  acceptance  that  he  was  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  in  1907.  For  six  years  he  was 
secretary  of  the  board  of  public  affairs  and 
also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Frater- 
nally he  belongs  to  Norwalk  Lodge,  No.  730, 
B.  P.  O.  E. 

Henry  F.  Billmeyer,  D.  D.  S. — Distin- 
guished as  a  native-born  citizen  of  Bellevue, 
/  Hur6n  county,  Ohio,  Henry  Francis  Bill- 
meyer,  D.  D.  S.,  is  also  noted  as  one  of  the 
foremost  dentists  of  the  city,  his  professional 
services  being  largely  sought  by  those  in  need 
of  dental  attention.  A  close  student,  pro- 
gressive in  spirit,  he  keeps  abreast  of  the  times 
in  regard  to  the  valuable  discoveries  and  im- 
provements made  in  dentistry  in  recent  years, 
and  by  reason  of  his  acknowledged  skill  has 
built  up  a  fine  patronage.  He  was  born  April 
25.  1 86 1,  a  son  of  Andrew  Billmeyer. 

Andrew  Billmeyer  was  born  and  brought  up 
in  Milton,  Northumberland  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  as  a  young  man  served  an  appren- 
ticeship of  four  years  at  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade  in  Lewisburg.  He  subsequently  settled 
m  Bellevue,  Ohio.  Acquiring  his  elementary 
knowledge  in  the  public  schools  of  Bellevue, 
Henry  Francis  Billmeyer  subsequently  took  a 
course  of  study  at  Adrian  College  in  Adrian, 
Michigan.  Entering  then  the  dental  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Michigan  he  was 
graduated  from  that  institution  with  the  class 
of  1 88 1,  and  with  the  exception  of  five  years 
spent  in  Newark  has  practiced  his  profession 
in  Bellevue,  where  his  success  is  widely  known. 
Politically  the  Doctor  is  an  influential  member 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  has  served  as  a 


delegate  to  different  county  and  state  con- 
ventions. In  1901  he  had  the  honor  of  being 
elected  mayor  of  the  city,  and  filled  the  office 
so  ably  and  acceptably  that  he  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  position  in  1903. 

John  A.  Abrams,  the  present  gas  engineer 
superintendent  for  the  Mohican  Oil  and  Gas 
Company,  Wadsworth,  was  born  at  Raymil- 
ton,  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  18, 
1862,  and  is  a  son  of  Amos  R.  and  Mary 
(Pinkerton)  Abrams.  The  mother  was  a 
daughter  of  James  Pinkerton,  a  half-brother 
of  the  ' far-famed  detective,  Allen  Pinkerton, 
and  she  was  of  Scotch  and  German  descent. 
Amos  R.  Abrams  was  a  blacksmith,  and  his 
family  were  among  the  first  to  become  asso- 
ciated with  the  history  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 

John  Adam  Abrams  received  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  of  his  home  vicinity, 
and  his  first  entry  into  commercial  life  was 
as  an  assistant  to  his  father  at  the  forge,  while 
later  he  was  with  his  uncle,  Aaron  Pinkerton, 
the  proprietor  of  a  grist  mill  at  Sandy  Lake, 
and  assisted  his  grandfather  and  others  in 
the  mill  business  in  various  parts  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania.  About  this  time,  however, 
the  oil-producing  industry  attracted  the  atten- 
tion of  the  youth,  and  going  to  the  oil  country 
in  the  vicinity  of  Oil  City  in  the  employ  of 
Butler  &  Company,  his  skill  as  a  smith  gained 
him  a  good  position  as  a  tool  dresser  for  the 
drills.  He  had  previously  received  a  full 
tutelage  from  his  father,  who  was  famed  for 
his  proficiency  as  a  metal  worker,  and  this 
kno\yledge  proved  of  inestimable  value  to  the 
son  in  his  new  line  of  work.  Remaining  thus 
employed  during  five  or  six  years,  Mr.  Abrams 
then  became  associated  with  the  National 
Transit  Pump  Works  at  Oil  City,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  then  with  the  Standard  Oil  Com- 
pany as  a  maker  of  pumps  and  gas  engines 
and  as  a  general  mechanic,  and  then  went 
upon  the  road  as  a  traveling  salesman  for  the 
latter  corporation.  He  traveled  in  the  interest 
of  a  gas  burner  which  he  had  developed, 
known  as  the  Kline  burner,  named  in  honor  of 
the  superintendent  of  the  shops,  and  he  also 
developed  many  other  valuable  devices  for 
that  company.  He  has  recently  patented  a 
valuable  grate  bar  for  burning  ga§,  and  has 
other  valuable  patents  pending,  one  for  the 
regulation  of  gas  pressure  for  individual 
burners. 

Mr.  Abrams  traveled  through  Missouri  in 
the  region  tributary  to  Joplin  and  Webb  City. 
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the  lead  and  zinc  country,  at  a  time  when  gas 
was  piped  there  from  the  Kansas  field,  and 
he  there  introduced  his  gas  burner  inventions. 
From  there  he  went  to  Blackwell,  Oklahoma, 
and  installed  a  boiler  plant,  and  returning  north 
arrived  in  Cleveland  on  the  3rd  of  July,  1906, 
and  on  the  nth  of  the  same  month  he  came  to 
Wadsworth  and  became  the  manager  of  the 
Mohican  Oil  and  Gas  Company.  He  married 
Miss  Emma  Grant,  a  daughter  of  William  P. 
Grant,  of  Pittsburg,  a  farmer,  and  their  ten 
children  are:  Sylvia,  Lloyd,  Clarence,  Elmer, 
John,  Lester,  Harry,  Glenna,  Thelma  and  Ger- 
aldine. 

William  Heldmyer. — One  of  the  most  in- 
fluential and  successful  of  the  business  men 
ana  citizens  of  Elvria  is  William  Heldmyer, 
born  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  April  13,  1850, 
a  son  of  Jacob  and  Julia  Heldmyer,  who  were 
from  Wittenberg,  Germany.  They  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1848,  and  established  their 
home  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  where  they  resided  until  185 1,  when 
they  removed  to  Ottawa  county,  Ohio.  Jacob 
Heldmyer  early  in  life  was  a  harness  maker, 
but  later  took  up  the  vocation  of  a  farmer, 
which  he  followed  the  rest  of  his  active  life. 
He  died  at  Oak  Harbor,  Ohio,  in  1856. 

The  boyhood  days  of  William  Heldmyer 
were  spent  in  hard  work  upon  the  farm  and 
he  received  only  a  district  school  education. 
In  1867  he  came  to  Elyria  and  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  South- 
ern Railroad  Company,  where  he  was  employed 
at  carpenter  work.  His  first  mercantile  ex- 
perience was  in  1880  when  he  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Messrs.  Wright  and  Semple,  and 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  Elyria 
as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Heldmyer,  Wright 
and  Semple,  and  in  1883  he  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partners,  and  in  1890  took  as 
a  partner  John  Krantz,  the  style  of  the  com- 
pany then  becoming  William  Heldmyer  and 
Company.  In  1897  ^^^  business  was  incor- 
porated as  The  Heldmyer  Hardware  Company, 
and  Mr.  Heldmver  has  since  been  the  secre- 
tary  and  treasurer  of  the  corporation.  He  is 
also  a  third  owner  and  the  vice  president  of 
the  Elyria  Hardware  Company  and  a  part 
owner  and  director  in  both  the  Lorain  Hard- 
ware Company  and  the  Krantz  Hardware 
Company,  the  two  latter  of  Lorain.  He  is  the 
president  of  the  Elyria  Savings  and  Banking 
Company,  of  which  he  was  also  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers ;  also  assisted  in  organizing  and  is  the 


president  of  the  Lorain  County  Building  and 
Loan  Association;  the  president  of  the  And- 
wur  Hotel  Company  and  one  of  the  owners  of 
the  hotel  property,  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce  since  soon  after 
its  organization,  and  a  number  of  years  ago 
served  as  a  member  of  the  city  council.  At 
one  time  Mr.  Heldmyer  was  largely  interested 
in  lake  vessels.  He  erected  the  Heldmyer 
Block,  where  his  store  is  located,  and  organ- 
ized the  Elyria  Building  Company  in  1897  and 
built  the  Elyria  Block,  known  by  that  name, 
finally  purchasing  all  of  its  stock.  This  splen- 
did block  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1909,  but 
was  soon  after  rebuilt,  being  completed  in  19 10. 
In  1874  Mr.  Heldmyer  married  Mary  Beese, 
born  in  Elyria,  and  she  died  July  19,  1908,  at 
the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The  following  are 
their  children:  Florence  J.,  Leona  M.,  Alice 
C.  and  Harry  M.  A.  Leona  married  James 
Garnett  Tyler,  of  Cleveland,  and  Alice  wedded 
Willard  M.  Taylor,  of  Elvria,  and  thev  have 
one  child,  Mary  Helen.  Mr.  Heldmyer  has 
been  a  leading  factor  in  the  progress  of  Elyria, 
and  fills  a  prominent  place  in  its  history  of 
men  of  business,  honest  endeavor  and  enter- 
prise. 

Charles  Homer  Rogers. — It  is  seldom  that 
one  attains  prominence  in  more  than  one  line, 
for  it  is  the  tendency  to  concentrate  one's  en- 
ergies upon  a  given  pursuit,  but  in  Charles 
Homer  Rogers  is  found  one  who  has  attained 
an  eminent  position  in  both  business  and  mu- 
sical circles,  a  recognized  leader  in  each.  His 
father  was  a  jeweler  for  many  years  in  Me- 
dina county,  and  with  him  he  learned  the  trade 
of  a  watchmaker  and  also  pursued  special 
courses  of  study  at  the  American  Optical  Col- 
lege in  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  graduated 
with  its  class  of  1907  and  with  the  degree  of 
Oph.  D.  He  now  practices  this  profession  in 
connection  with  his  jewelry  business,  which 
he  established  in  Wadsworth  two  years  ago. 
And  although  his  name  has  become  insepara- 
bly associated  with  the  business  life  of  this 
city,  it  is  equally  as  well  known  in  musical 
circles.  Mr.  Rogers  studied  for  three  years 
under  the  tutelage  of  Professor  James  D. 
Johnston,  and  has  become  proficient  in  the 
execution  of  the  violin  and  all  brass  instru- 
ments, while  further  than  this  he  has  been 
prominently  associated  with  all  the  brass  bands 
of  this  section  of  the  country.  He  organized 
the  Euterpean  Quartette  of  Seville,  and  gives 
special  attention  to  orchestral  work.     He  has 
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become  widely  known  in  the  musical  circles  of 
this  community,  and  is  one  of  the  rising  young 
men  of  Medina  countv. 

Mr.  Rogers  was  born  in  this  county  on  the 
2ist  of  February,  1887,  a  son  of  Clinton  Henry 
and  Eva  (Dennis)  Rogers,  the  father  from 
Medina  county  and  the  mother  from  Wayne 
county,  both  being  descendants  of  New  Eng- 
land ancestry.  They  gave  to  their  son  a  good 
education  in  the  schools  of  Seville,  where  he 
was  a  student  in  the  high  school,  and  allying 
his  interests  with  those  of  the  city  of  Wads- 
worth  he  is  becoming  conspicuously  identified 
with  its  material  prosperity.  He  married  Miss 
Roxie  Pollock,  of  Wadsworth. 

Truman  Huntley,  an  enterprising  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Hartsgrove  township,  was 
born  in  the  township  of  Donwich,  Canada, 
April  2,  1848,  a  son  of  Truman  Frederick  and 
Mary  (Roach)  Huntley.  The  father  is  de- 
ceased, and  the  mother,  born  in  New  York 
December  8,  18 12,  died  November  2,  1904. 
Mr.  Huntley  came  to  Ashtabula  county  in 
1879  ^"d  settled  on  a  farm,  after  having  spent 
several  years  in  Michigan.  He  is  an  experi- 
enced and  industrious  farmer,  and  is  very  suc- 
cessful ;  he  owns  ninety-eight  acres  of  land 
and  breeds  a  few  fine  horses.  In  political 
views  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  sev- 
eral times  on  the  election  board.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  he  has  served  ten  years  as  trustee 
of  the  church.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  and  lends  his  support  to  any 
worthy  cause. 

In  1879  Mr.  Huntley  married  Elizabeth 
Hunt.  Her  grandfather,  William  Hunt,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  came  from  Pennsylvania 
to  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  and  later  settled 
in  Hartsgrove  township,  Ashtabula  county,  in 
1836,  settling  in  the  forest  and  wilderness. 
Her  parents  were  William  B.  and  Hannah 
(Duncan)  Hunt,  the  former,  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1804,  died  December  20,  1890,  and 
the  latter,  born  in  1807,  ^i^d  December  30, 
1885.  Mr.  Huntley  and  his  wife  have  no  off- 
spring. 

William  Bolich  has  enrolled  his  name  on 
the  pages  of  the  industrial  history  of  Medina 
county  as  a  barber  and  his  home  is  in  the  city 
of  Wadsworth.  He  was  born  at  Doylestown 
in  Wayne  county,  this  state,  September  6, 
1874,  and  is  a  son  by  adoption  of  Daniel  Bo- 
lich.    Receiving  a  good  educational  training 


in  the  graded  and  high  schools  of  Wadsworth, 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  barber  and  began  his 
business  life  along  that  line.  He  is  identified 
with  both  the  Masonic  order  and  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  fraternity,  and  is  a  Spanish-Ameri- 
can war  veteran,  having  served  with  Company 
G,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  saw 
active  service  in  the  Cuban  campaign  under 
Colonel  Hard.  He  was  a  sergeant  of  said 
company. 

Mr.  Bolich  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mae  Trew,  born  in  Wadsworth,  and 
their  four  children  are  Daniel  Anderson, 
George  Anson,  Mary  Evelyn  and  Betrice  Isa- 
bell.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bolich  are  members  of 
the  Church  of  Christ. 

William  Aquilla  Kreider  occupies  a  place 
in  the  business  life  of  Wadsworth  as  a  mer- 
chant. After  the  completion  of  his  education 
in  the  country  schools  of  his  home  vicinity  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  tinner  and  plumber  and 
was  employed  by  the  firm  of  Kreider  Broth- 
ers. The  proprietors  of  that  association  were 
his  elder  brothers,  and  after  ten  years  with 
them  he  started  in  business  for  himself  in 
Wadsworth,  this  being  twenty-two  years  ago, 
and  his  name  is  thus  enrolled  among  the  city's 
oldest  business  men,  while  his  course  has  ever 
been  such  as  to  retain  to  him  unqualified  con- 
fidence and  esteem  as  an  able  man  and  a  pub- 
lic-spirited citizen. 

Born  in  Guilford  township  of  Medina  coun- 
ty, January  17,  1852,  he  is  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Martha  (Bennett)  Kreider,  and  is  de- 
scended on  the  paternal  side  from  Pennsylva- 
nia German  stock,  which  was  founded  in  Ohio 
many  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Kreider, 
a  minister  of  the  gospel.  The  mother  was  of 
Canadian  stock  and  a  descendant  of  a  German 
and  French  family  named  Covert.  Mr.  Kreid- 
er married  Miss  Crutilda  Rodenberger,  also 
born  in  Medina  county,  where  her  father,  Sol- 
omon Rodenberger,  is  a  farmer.  The  three 
children  of  this  union  are:  Herman  Elbert, 
Zella  Irene  and  Paul  Vernon.  Mr.  Kreider  is 
a  member  of  the  Wadsworth  council,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  the  fraternal  orders  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  of 
the  Lutheran  church. 

Charles  S.  Simonds. — One  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished jurists  that  practiced  at  the  bar  of 
Ashtabula  county  in  its  earlier  history  was 
Charles  Stetson  Simonds,  a  native  son  of  Ver- 
mont, born  at  Westminster  on  the  ist  of  May, 
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181 5,  to  the  marriage  union  of  Moses  and 
Priscilla  (Cook)  Simonds.  In  1821  the  par- 
ents with  their  family  came  to  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  locating  in  the  town  of  Say- 
brook,  and  there  the  father  died  a  few  years 
afterward,  in  1828,  leaving  his  widow  with 
six  children.  When  Charles  had  attained  the 
age  of  seventeeen  he  began  teaching,  in  the 
village  schools  of  Geneva,  but  after  a  time  re- 
signed his  professional  work  and  went  to  St. 
Louis,  Missouri,  expecting  to  go  on  to  Mexico, 
but  instead  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  taught 
school,  split  rails,  etc.,  and  also  read  Black- 
stone  and  Kent,  with  the  intention  of  adopting' 
the  law  as  his  profession.  Returning  to  Ash- 
tabula county  in  1829,  he  continued  his  reading 
in  the  office  of  Wade  and  Ranney  at  Jefferson, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Ashtabula 
county  in  1842  and  began  practice  at  Jeffer- 
son. Mr.  Simonds  was  elected  a  justice  of 
the  peace  and  pi'osecuting  attorney.  He  was 
first  associated  in  practice  with  R.  R.  Ranney 
and  Darius  Cad  well,  and  from  1872  until  1879 
with  Edmund  C.  Wade.  Mr.  Simonds  lived  a 
life  of  integrity  and  honor,  commanding  the 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  as  a  prac- 
titioner at  the  bar  he  enjoyed  the  highest  hon- 
ors.   He  died  on  the  22d  of  June,  1891. 

In  1844  Mr.  Simonds  married  Louisa,  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Warner,  of  Jefferson, 
and  their  children  were:  Charles  H.,  who  is 
mentioned  below ;  Albert  G.,  of  Pasadena,  Cali- 
fornia; Maria  L.,  wife  of  the  Hon.  E.  C. 
Wade ;  Adaline  W. ;  and  Amelia  P.,  the  wife 
of  B.  F.  Beardsley,  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Charles  H.  Simonds  was  born  March  19, 
1844,  at  Jefferson,  in  Ashtabula  county,  and 
in  his  early  life  learning  the  tinner's  trade,  he 
in  1870  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself, 
and  thus  continued  for  four  years.  From  that 
time  until  1878  he  served  as  a  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  common  pleas  court  and  of  the 
probate  judge,  and  was  then  elected  clerk  of 
the  common  pleas  court  and  re-elected  in  1881, 
and  again  in  1884,  making  nine  years  of  con- 
tinuous service  in  that  office.  His  politics  are 
Republican,  as  were  also  those  of  his  father. 
Mr.  Simonds  is  now  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business  in  Conneaut,  and  is  also  the  vice 
president  of  the  Citizens  Banking  and  Trust 
Company.  He  is  a  Master,  Royal  Arch  and 
a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree. 


James  Frank  Miller,  M.  D. — Among  the 
physicians  of  prominence  in  Huron  county  is 
James  F.  Miller,  M.  D.,  who  has  been  located 
in  Bellcvue  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury, during  which  time  he  has  gained  a  large 
and  lucrative  practice,  his  natural  talents  and 
skill  winning  him  an  honored  position  in  med- 
ical circles.  Coming  from  Scotch  ancestry, 
he  was  born,  June  4,  1842,  in  Webster, 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of 
James  Miller.  The  Doctor's  paternal  grand- 
father, John  Miller,  was  born  in  Ireland,  of 
thrifty  Scotch  descent.  Emigrating  to  this 
country  when  a  young  man,  and  being  as  far 
as  known  the  only  member  of  his  family  to 
cross  the  ocean,  he  settled  in  Connecticut.  He 
had  previously  followed  the  sea  for  a  time, 
but  after  his  settlement  in  New  England  he 
bought  a  farm  in  Thompson,  Connecticut,  and 
thereafter  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  at  the  age  of  four  score  and  three 
years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Nancy  Stone,  spent  her  entire  life  of  ninety- 
six  years  in  Thompson,  Connecticut,  and  there 
reared  her  family,  which  consisted  of  three 
daughters  and  five  sons,  as  follows:  Phebe, 
Abigail,  Sybil,  David,  Samuel,  Welcome,  Tru- 
man and  James. 

Beginning  as  a  boy  to  work  in  a  mill,  James 
Miller,  born  in  1803,  mastered  the  trade  of  a 
weaver,  becoming  so  thoroughly  familiar  with 
its  every  detail  that  he  was  made  foreman  of 
that  department,  and  continued  in  that  posi- 
tion until  his  death,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
nine  years.  He  married  Eurelda  Upham,  who 
was  born  in  Berlin,  Connecticut,  August  6, 
1805,  their  union  being  solemnized  November 
6,  183 1.  She  remained  a  widow  for  nine  years 
after  his  death,  and  then  married  for  her  sec- 
ond husband  Thomas  Wheelock,  whom  she 
also  survived.  She  resided  in  Thompson,  Con- 
necticut, until  past  eighty  years  of  age,  when 
she  came  to  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where,  at  the  home 
of  the  Doctor,  her  youngest  child,  she  spent 
the  remainder  of  her  life,  passing  away  at  the 
age  of  eighty-eight  years.  She  reared  three 
children,  namely :  Linus  Childs,  Phineas  Top- 
ham  and  James  Frank. 

Left  fatherless  in  infancy,  James  Frank  Mil- 
ler was  early  thrown  upon  his  own  resources, 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years  beginning  to  earn 
his  own  living.  Entering  the  home  of  a  shoe- 
maker in  his  native  town,  he  began  learning 
the  trade  of  making  shoes  by  hand,  and  during 
the  eighteen   months  that  he  remained  with 
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this  neighbor  received  for  his  work  $25  in 
money,  and  was  allowed  two  winter  terms  of 
schooling  of  three  months  each.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  was  employed  by  another  shoe- 
maker, and  in  addition  to  attending  school 
three  months  of  the  time  was  given  $35  in 
cash.  Going  then  to  live  with  a  farmer  near 
Webster,  he  was  given  $40  for  nine  months' 
labor,  and  the  remaining  three  months  did 
chores  about  the  place  for  his  board  and  at- 
tended school.  Then,  in  company  with  his 
brother  Phineas,  he  opened  a  shop,  and  made 
shoes  for  Benjamin  Corbin,  of  Webster,  for  a 
year.  Mr.  Miller  then  entered  the  employ  of 
Robert  Prince,  a  farmer,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained until  1862,  each  year  receiving  $60 
and  his  board  for  nine  months'  work,  working 
for  his  board  and  attending  school  during  the 
winter  seasons.  On  August  10,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Coropany  D,  Eighteenth  Connecticut 
Volunteer  Infantry,  went  south  with  his  regi- 
ment and  took  part  in  all  of  its  campaigns  and 
battles.  On  August  8,  1864,  he  was  commis- 
sioned second  lieutenant  of  Company  E,  Four- 
teenth United  States  Infantry,  was  later  pro- 
moted to  first  lieutenant,  and  from  almost  the 
first  had  charge  of  the  company,  while  for  six 
months  he  was  a  commandant  at  Chattanooga. 
He  remained  with  his  company  until  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service  on  March  2^, 
1866. 

Locating  then  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  Mr. 
Miller  was  graduated  from  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Business  College  in  the  fall  of  1866,  and 
immediately  accepted  a  position  as  bookkeeper 
with  the  Singer  Sewing  Machine  Company, 
with  which  he  remained  a  year.  The  ensuing 
two  years  he  was  city  manager  for  the  Howe 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  after  which  he 
was  for  two  years  with  Noah  Merrill  &  Com- 
pany. He  was  afterwards  with  George  F. 
Meyer  two  years,  and  then  served  for  a  year 
as  clerk  of  the  Third  Ohio  collection  district. 
Entering  then  the  employ  of  C.  M.  Rischig, 
he  remained  with  him  until  1876,  when  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  O.  S. 
Runnels  &  Brothers,  under  their  instruction 
laying  a  substantial  foundation  for  his  future 
medical  knowledge.  In  1880  he  was  grad- 
uated from  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Med- 
ical College,  and  the  following  year  located  in 
Bellevue,  Huron  countv.  Here  Dr.  Miller  has 
met  with  undisputed  success,  winning  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people  and  building  up  a  very 
satisfactory  practice  in  this  vicinity. 

On  January  30,   1887,  Dr.  Miller  married 


Hattie  J.  Woodward,  who  was  born  in  Thomp- 
son, Connecticut,  a  daughter  of  A.  O.  and 
Mary  J.  (Davis)  Woodward,  natives  of  that 
state,  born  of  English  ancestry.  The  Doctor 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children, 
namely:  Ralph  Frederick,  attending  Adelbert 
College,  and  Frank  Owen,  clerk  in  a  commer- 
cial house  at  Claremont,  Surry  county,  Vir- 
ginia. Fraternally  the  Doctor  is  a  member  of 
Alta  Lodge,  No.  206,  K.  of  P.,  and  was  a 
charter  member  of  Olive  Branch  Lodge,  No. 

2,  of  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  making  him  in  point 
of  membership  one  of  the  oldest  Pythians  in 
the  state.  With  the  exception  of  four  years 
he  was  captain  of  the  Bellevue  Company  from 
its  organization  until  1909,  serving  as  brigade 
surgeon,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  four  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  C.  C.  Gamber  Post,  No. 
34,  G.  A.  R.,  and  takes  great  interest  in  its 
work.  Religiously  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

Captain  J.  H.  Williams  is  a  native  of 
Norwalk,  and  was  born  September  i,  1869. 
He  is  a  son  of  Theodore  and  Mary  Isabel 
(Goodnow)  Williams.  Theodore  Williams 
was  also  a  native  of  Norwalk,  bom  January 

3,  1820:  he  was  reared  in  his  native  town,  and 
lived  on  one  lot  for  a  period  of  eighty-eight 
years.  He  died  in  December.  1907.  He  was 
the  first  child  baptized  in  Norwalk,  and  lived 
there  continuously  longer  than  any  other  man 
in  the  town.  He  was  married  in  Henrvville, 
province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  to  Mary  Isabel 
Goodnow,  who  was  born  in  1837,  in  Platts- 
burg.  New  York,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
one  years.  Theodore  Williams  was  engaged 
in  many  kinds  of  business.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen he  began  working  for  the  firm  of  Good- 
now &  Edwards,  who  conducted  a  store;  later 
he  boug:ht  out  Mr.  Edwards  and  the  firm  be- 
came Goodnow  &  Williams.  The  firm  was 
later  succeeded  by  Mr.  Williams,  and  he  con- 
tinued in  business  forty-five  years.  In  1885 
he  sold  his  interests  and  became  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  spending  spme  eight 
years  in  that  Dosition.  In  1870  he  purchased 
the  Globe  Roller  Mills,  which  he  continued  to 
operate  until  his  death.  He  was  in  business 
for  a  period  of  seventy-five  years,  and  was  an 
active  and  ambitious  man,  never  taking  a  va- 
cation in  that  time. 

Theodore  Williams  was  never  an  office- 
seeker,  but  in  1871  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  state  board  of  equalization  and  for 
seventeen  years  was  president  of  the  Norwalk 
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board  of  education.  In  politics  he  was  an  ar- 
dent Republican,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  the 
affairs  of  the  party.  He  sat  with  President 
Hayes  at  the  Norwalk  Academy,  and  always 
continued  his  intimate  friend.  For  seventy  con- 
tinuous  years  Mr.  Williams  was  a  vestryman 
of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  church;  he  saw  the 
erection  of  the  old  church  building  which  is  to 
give  place  to  the  one  now  being  built.  He  and 
his  wife  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  name- 
ly:  Louise  (died  at  the  age  of  eight  years), 
Edward  T.,  James  H.,  Charles  G.,  Theodore 
and  Walter  R.  AH  reside  in  Norwalk  with  the 
exception  of  Charles,  who  died  at  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  while  in  the  government  reclamation 
service.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology. 

Theodore  Williams  was  a  son  of  James  Wil- 
liams and  his  wife,  Sarah  Hunt,  who  came  to 
Norwalk  in  181 5,  among  the  first  families.  He 
was  a  lawyer  and  was  born  in  Orange,  New 
Jersey ;  his  wife  was  born  in  Newburgh-on-the- 
Hudson  and  came  to  Norwalk  in  the  summer 
of  181 5.  He  became  the  first  mayor  of  the  town 
of  Norwalk,  and  a  prominent  citizen;  he  was 
one  of  the  delegates  who  named  Henry  Clay 
as  candidate  for  the  presidency,  making  the 
journey  to  and  from  Baltimore  on  horseback. 
He  was  a  staunch  Whig,  but  became  a  Repub- 
lican on  the  organization  of  that  party,  in  1856. 

Captain  J.  H.  Williams  was  the  second  son 
of  his  parents.  He  received  his  education  at 
Riverview  Academy  and  Harvard  College, 
and  afterwards  purchased  the  Norwalk  Chron- 
icle, of  which  he  was  for  twelve  years  editor 
and  proprietor  He  is  an  ardent  Republican, 
and  active  in  the  interests  of  the  party.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Gua'rd  of  the  state 
and  is  a  commissioned  officer  of  the  Fifth 
Regiment,  with  rank  of  captain.  He  was  se- 
lected as  one  of  the  aides  of  Governor  Her- 
rick's  staff,  also  of  the  staff  of  Governor  Pat- 
tison  and  later  of  Governor  Harris,  and  was 
very  closely  associated  with  Governor  Nash. 
He  is  prominent  in  political  circles,  and  is 
well  known  all  over  the  state. 

Captain  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic and  other  orders.  He  also  belongs  to 
Harvard  Varsity  Club,  of  Boston,  and  sue- 
ceeded  his  father  as  vestryman  of  St.  Paul's 
Episcopal  church.  He  married,  in  1896,  Car- 
rie, daughter  of  Judge  D.  H.  Fox,  founder 
and  president  of  the  Huron  County  Bank, 
now  deceased.  Captain  and  Mrs.  Williams 
have  three  children,  as  follows:  Frederick 
Fox,  Theodore  and  Mary  G. 


Addison  J.  Blanch.xrd,  of  Norwalk,  now 
retired  from  business  life,  was  bom  in  Cats- 
kill,  Greene  county.  New  York,  May  8,  1836 ; 
he  is  a  son  of  Justus  H.  and  Jane  P.  (Myer) 
Blanchard.  Justus  Blanchard  was  bom  May 
18,  1808,  also  in  Catskill,  and  was  a  physician 
and  surgeon ;  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
in  185 1  and  located  at  Penfield,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  purchased  a  large  farm.  He  died 
in  his  eighty-eighth  year.  His  father  was 
born  in  France.  Justus  Blanchard's  wife  was 
of  an  old  New  York  Dutch  family;  she  died 
in  the  Western  Reserve.  Of  their  six  chil- 
dren, two  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  grew 
to  maturity  and  all  survive  save  one. 

Addison  J.  Blanchard  was  the  oldest  of  the 
family,  and  was  about  fourteen  years  old  at 
the  time  of  their  removal  to  Ohio.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
lived  at  home  until  1861,  at  which  time  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  First  Ohio  Light  Artil- 
lery, as  a  private.  He  served  until  June,  1862, 
when  on  account  of  disability  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  He  returned  home, 
where  he  remained  until  1864  and  then  began 
working  for  the  Cleveland  &  Toledo  Railroad 
Company,  now  the  Lake  Shore  and  Michi- 
gan Southern;  he  began  as  fireman  and  later 
became  engineer,  working  for  the  company 
about  fourteen  years,  and  then  left  the  serv- 
ice. He  served  about  a  year  as  deputy  sheriff 
of  Lorain  county,  and  spent  about  two  years 
in  the  railway  mail  service.  He  was  then  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  the  Lorain  County 
Infirmary,  and  held  the  position  six  years ; 
he  then  became  connected  with  the  State  Hos- 
pital at  Toledo,  where  he  spent  six  years,  after 
which  he  spent  five  years  at  the  Cleveland  Asy- 
lum for  the  Insane.  Since  1896  Mr.  Blanch- 
ard has  been  retired,  and  he  resides  at  Nor- 
walk. He  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Richard 
Allen  Post,  at  Elyria,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  Wooster  Post  at  Norwalk.  In  political 
views  he  is  a  staunch  Republican,  and  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  progress  of  his  chosen 
party.  He  has  many  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  is  well  known  throughout  the  West- 
ern Reserve. 

Mr.  Blanchard  married  (first)  in  1867,  Car- 
rie Louise  Hill,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  one  son,  Edward,  a  resident  of  Cleveland, 
He  married  (second)  in  November,  1896,  El- 
len A.  Fuller,  a  native  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
born  in  Trumbull  county ;  they  have  no  chil- 
dren. 
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Charles  A.  Bingham,  of  Orwell,  was  born 
on  a  farm  adjoining  his  present  home,  Octo- 
ber 6,  1856,  and  is  a  son  of  Major  Amandar 
and  Jeannette  (Kibbie)  Bingham.  His  mother 
was  born  in  New  York  and  her  father,  a 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  brought  her  to  Or- 
well when  a  child;  he  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont. Amandar  Bingham  worked  on  the 
Erie  canal  when  it  was  being  constructed, 
and  came  on  to  Ohio,  where  he  became  a 
farmer,  landowner  and  lightning  rod  sales- 
man, after  the  war.  As  a  salesman  he  cov- 
tred  a  large  territory  and  worked  at  this 
for  many  years,  though  the  last  part  of  his 
life  was  spent  on  a  farm.  He  helped  raise 
a  company  and  went  out  as  captain  in  the 
Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry;  he  was  afterwards  pro- 
moted and  reached  the  rank  of  major.  He 
3p§nt  about  one  year  in  charge  of  the  re- 
cruiting station  at  Cleveland.  He  died  June 
13,  1888,  aged  seventy-three  years,  and  his 
widow  died  October  15,  1901.  They  had 
lived  on  the  farm  since  the  war,  and  he  built 
the  house  now  standing.  At  one  time  he 
owned  about  400  acres  of  land. 

Major  Bingham  did  not  care  for  political 
life,  but  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  before 
he  began  traveling.  By  his  first  wife  he  had 
ten  children.  By  his  second  marriage  he  had 
two  sons,  Charles  A.  and  Porter  L.  The  lat- 
ter was  killed  by  falling  from  a  building  w^hile 
at  work  at  his  trade  of  painter,  in  Windsor 
township.  He  died  at  the  age  of  forty-one 
years,  having  spent  most  of  his  life  at  Orwell. 

Charles  A.  Bingham  was  educated  in  the 
Iccal  schools  and  for  several  winters  taught 
school.  He  spent  many  years  working  with 
his  father  as  salesman,  and  later  worked  the 
larm.  He  has  handled  fertilizer  for  four  vears, 
and  at  present  is  in  the  employ  of  Armour  & 
Company.  His  regular  territory  is  northeast- 
ern Ohio,  and  he  sells  to  dealers.  He  also 
superintends  the  work  on  his  farm,  on  which 
dairying  is  the  leading  feature.  He  is  not  an 
enthusiastic  politician,  but  has  served  as  trus- 
tee and  in  other  offices,  being  at  one  time 
caucus  enumerator.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  its 
Encampment,  and  has  for  years  been  very 
active  in  its  interests.  He  served  two  terms 
as  district  deputy,  and  has  taken  a  prominent 
part  in  team  work.  He  has  the  credit  and 
honor  of  working  up  the  first  degree  work 
now  adopted  by  the  grand  lodge.  Martin 
Merrifield,  Jr.,  became  identified  with  this 
work,  and  formulated  a  new  degree  and  or- 


ganized his  team  to  work  the  first  degree 
accordingly;  this  work  was  continued  long 
after  his  death,  and  Mr.  Bingham  had  been 
captain  of  the  team.  His  wife  is  very  active 
in  the  Rebekah  Lodge,  and  she  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  church. 

On  June  24,  1890,  Mr.  Bingham  married 
Cora,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Sarah  (Gould) 
Rex,  of  Orwell,  where  she  was  bom.  Robert 
Rex  was  a  tailor,  came  to  Orwell  when  a 
young  man,  and  was  a  native  of  England; 
he  died  April  8,  1866,  before  the  birth  of 
Cora,  and  her  mother  died  April  11,  1888. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bingham  have  two  children, 
Bernard  Amander,  aged  fourteen,  and  Charles 
Thomas,  aged  twelve. 

Jacob  J.  Dauch. — A  man  of  more  than 
average  business  ability  and  judgment,  Jacob  J. 
Dauch  is  actively  identified  with  the  manufac- 
turing and  mercantile  interests  of  Erie  county, 
and  holds  a  position  of  prominence  among  the 
active  and  valued  citizens  of  Sandusky.  A  son 
of  Philip  Dauch,  he  was  born  in  this  city  July 
2,  1857,  coming  on  both  sides  of  the  house  of 
thrifty  German  ancestry. 

Born  February  25,  1820,  in  Germany,  Philip 
Dauch  remained  in  the  fatherland  until  1847, 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States.  Lo- 
cating first  in  Cincinnati,  he  remained  there 
three  years,  being  in  the  city  during  that  awful 
scourge  of  cholera,  which  claimed  thousands 
of  victims.  He  afterwards  spent  a  year  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  from  there  coming,  in  185 1, 
to  Sandusky,  w^here  he  built  and  operated  a 
brewery  on  the  present  site  of  the  Stang  plant 
of  the  Kuebler-Stang  Brewery.  After  leaving 
the  brewery,  he  bought  a  farm  in  Huron  town- 
ship, and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  May,  1906.  On  November  19,  1852, 
he  married  IVIaria  E.  Klotz,  who  was  born  in 
Germany,  February  20,  1833,  and  was  brought 
by  her  parents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Klotz, 
to  Springfield,  Ohio,  in  1834.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing, and  has  eight  children,  namely:  Jacob  J., 
the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma  A., 
wife  of  Emmett  Kelley ;  Regina  P.  married 
William  Holtzheiser ;  Louisa  M.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Good^ite ;  Gustavus  A.  P. ;  Theodore  E. ; 
Carl  F.  W. :  and  Martha  M.,  wife  of  Henry 
LaFavre. 

After  leavinjg;  the  district  school,  Jacob  J. 
Dauch  took  a  full  course  of  study  at  the  Buck- 
eye Business  College  in  Sandusky.  After  his 
graduation  he  bought  the  college,  and  man- 
aged it  from  1 88 1  until  1884.    Going  then  into 
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the  country,  Mr.  Dauch  operated  a  threshing 
machine  for  three  years,  being  equally  success- 
ful in  his  mechanical  labors.  Coming  to  San- 
dusky in  1887,  he  began  work  in  a  paper  mill, 
and  the  next  year,  in  company  with  J.  J.  Hinde 
and  others,  purchased  an  interest  in  the  plant. 
In  1892  these  gentlemen  sold  the  mill  to  the 
Columbia  Straw  Paper  Company,  retaining, 
however,  considerable  stock  in  the  same.  This 
corporation  failing  in  1895,  Mr.  Dauch  and 
Mr.  Hinde  leased  the  plant  from  the  receivers, 
and  operated  it  under  the  lease  for  a  number 
of  years.  In  the  same  year,  under  the  name 
of  Hinde  &  Dauch,  the  firm  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  corrugated  paper  for  use  in 
packing  bottles,  lamp  chimneys,  and  other 
glassware,  and  in  1900  became  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  *'The  Hinde  and  Dauch 
Paper  Company,"  with  a  capital  of  $300,000. 
This  company  is  carrying  on  a  substantial  and 
highly  remunerative  business,  its  goods  being 
in  demand  throughout  the  Union.  Mr.  Dauch 
is  also  officially  connected  with  various  other 
companies  besides  this  one,  of  which  he  is 
president,  being  also  president  of  the  Acme 
Suction  Roll  Company ;  a  director  in  the 
Threading  Machine  Company ;  and  vice  presi- 
dent and  treasurer  of  the  Sandusky  Foundry 
and  Machine  Company. 

Mr.  Dauch  married,  in  February,  1880, 
Mary  M.  Wendt,  who  was  born  in  Germany, 
June  3,  i860,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha 
Wendt.  Mr.  Wendt  brought  his  family  to 
Ohio  in  1865,  locating  in  Vermilion,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  residing 
there  until  his  death.  His  widow  is  still  Hv- 
ing,  and  has  three  children,  namely :  Mary  M., 
now  Mrs.  Dauch;  Valtine  H. ;  and  Gertrude 
E.,  wife  of  C.  E.  Bird.  Of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Dauch  five  children  have  been  born, 
namelv;  Elnora  L.,  married  Sydney  Frohman ; 
Leola  E.  (Mrs.  Herman  C.  Kehnke)  ;  Henry 
P.,  who  was  killed  by  a  railroad  train  in  1906 : 
Aletha  M.,  and  Wade  W.  In  national  affairs 
Mr.  Dauch  uniformly  votes  the  Republican 
ticket,  but  in  local  matters  he  is  Independent, 
voting  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
science, regardless  of  party  prejudice. 

Captain  William  B.  Miller,  a  son  of 
General  Travis  Ayres  and  Mary  (Champion) 
Miller,  was  born  July  15,  1833,  at  Rome,  Ohio. 
His  grandfather.  Richard  Miller,  was  born 
October  14,  1774,  in  Lyme,  Connecticut.  He 
sailed  before  the  mast,  making  voyages  to 
the  West  Indies  and  South  America,  in  the 


boats  of  that  day,  some  of  them  of  not  more 
than  sixty  tons.  After  his  marriage  he  was 
a  farmer  in  his  native  place  until  1824,  when 
he  joined  his  son  in  Ohio  and  settled  in  Rome. 
He  owned  320  acres  in  the  home  farm,  of 
which  his  son  Travis  tilled  160.  On  another 
farm  he  owned  and  operated  a  sawmill,  and 
his  son-in-law,  James  Edwards,  a  furniture 
factory.  He  was  a  Whig  and  served  as  a 
justice  of  the  peace.  Richard  Miller  married, 
January  15,  1798,  Phoebe  Beck  with,  born  in 
1780.  Their  children  were:  Travis  A.;  Mar- 
sena,  born  January  28,  1804,  was  drowned  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  in  Long  Island  Sound; 
Cordelia,  born  March  2,  1812,  married  James 
Edwards,  and  died  in  Minnesota;  Eliza,  Mrs. 
Benton,  born  July  8,  1824,  died  in  North 
Carolina  in  1904.  Richard  died  March  30, 
1866,  and  his  wife,  Phoebe,  in  1878,  both  in 
Austinburg,  he  being  ninety-two  and  she 
ninety-eight  years  old. 

General  Travis  A.  Miller,  the  oldest  child 
of  Richard  and  Phoebe,  was  born  December 
31,  1799,  in  Lyme,  Connecticut.  He  began 
teaching  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He 
was  an  expert  mathematician  and  an  author- 
ity on  the  science  of  navigation,  upon  which 
subject  he  wrote  several  treatises.  In  1822 
he  came  to  Ohio  to  visit  an  uncle,  and  was 
so  much  pleased  with  the  business  outlook 
that  he  determined  to  make  his  home  in  the 
Western  Reserve.  Two  years  later,  after  a 
six  weeks'  trip,  by  teams  and  canal  boat,  he, 
with  his  father,  mother  and  two  sisters,  set- 
tled in  Rome,  where  he  opened  the  first  gen- 
eral store.  He  bought  "black  salts"  (sulphaie 
of  soda,  made  by  leeching  ashes),  which  he 
sold  in  Pittsburg  to  be  used  in  glass  mak- 
ing. His  home  was  one  of  the  old  stage 
route  taverns.  He  was  brigadier-general  of 
state  militia,  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican, 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  postmaster, 
and  was  always  actively  interested  in  public 
aflFairs.  In  1849  he  sold  his  interests  in  Rome, 
donating  land  for  a, church  and  graveyard, 
and  moved  to  Austinburg,  where  he  went  into 
business  in  the  store  now  owned  bv  Frank 
Barnes.  He  died  in  Austinburg  in  November, 
1890. 

General  Travis  Miller  married  (first)  Janu- 
ary 9,  1 83 1,  Mary  Champion,  of  Rome,  who 
died  of  typhoid  fever  five  years  later.  Their 
children  are:  William  Bainbridge,  mentioned 
below:  and  Mary,  born  July  2,  1835,  niarried 
T.  G.  Standart.  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  large 
hardware  establishment  in  Detroit,  Michigan. 
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General  Miller  married  (second)  in  January, 
1838,  Joanna  Chester,  of  Rome,  who  died 
June  5,  1889.  Their  children  were:  Edgar 
Chester,  born  November  19,  1839,  died  in 
1890.  He  married  Ruth  A.  Sawyer,  of  Can- 
ada; their  children  are:  Ella,  who  married 
W.  A.  Elliott,  professor  in  Allegheny  College, 
Meadville,  Pennsylvania;  and  Ruth  M,  Lewis 
M.,  born  August  12,  1841,  lives  in  New  York 
city.  He  married  Alarie  A.  Ashley  and  has 
two  children,  Frank  A.  and  Maud  Elizabeth. 
General  Miller's  ^youngest  child  was  Frances 
J.,  born  January  22,  185 1,  and  died  in  1903. 
He  married  W.  F.  Smith,  of  Painesville,  Ohio. 
They  also  have  two  children,  Percy  K.,  who 
married  Florence  Stockwell,  of  Painesville, 
and  Gertrude  Mae,  who  married  Albert  M. 
Means. 

C^aptain  William  Bainbridge  Miller  attended 
school  in  Jefferson  and  Grand  River  Institute 
in  Austinburg.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
he  went  to  Cincinnati  to  go  into  business. 
When  eighteen  he  became  freight  clerk  on  a 
'Mississippi  river  steamboat,  was  later  made 
purser,  and  subsequently  became  captain. 
Later  still  he  passed  the  necessary  examina- 
tion and  received  pilot's  papers.  He  com- 
manded the  "Jennie  Hubbs,"  "Silver  Moon," 
'Xorina,"  "Robert  Burns,"  "Harry  Dean," 
"Minneola,"  "Ben  Franklin,"  "Henry  S.  Tur- 
ner," "Thompson  Dean,"  and  "Guiding  Star." 
These  boats  ran  on  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers.  In  many  of  them  he  had 
large  interests,  while  some  where  built  by 
him.  He  was  on  the  river  thirty  years,  hav- 
ing become  captain  at  the  early  age  of  nine- 
teen. He  was  sailing  at  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  carrying  troops  and  supplies  for  the  gov- 
ernment, and  more  than  once  narrowly  es- 
caped capture  at  the  hands  of  guerrillas. 

Captain  Miller  is  a  Republican  and  is  serv- 
ing as  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Austinburg. 
He  is  a  great  lover  of  hunting  and  frequently 
makes  trips  in  search  of  his  favorite  sport. 
He  is  well  known  and  highly  respected  in  the 
community,  and  though  retired  from  active 
life  is  in  rugged  health.  The  house  where 
he  now  lives  was  formerly  a  station  on  the 
"Underground  Railroad." 

Captain  Miller  married,  September  27,  1855, 
at  Covington,  Kentucky,  Emily  Howell,  of 
that  city,  who  died  in  Austinburg  August  19, 
1902.  They  have  two  children,  Mary  and 
Edgar  D.  Mary  Miller  graduated  in  medi- 
cine at  the  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Ar- 
bor, and  is  now  a  practicing  physician  in  Ash- 


tabula, Ohio.  She  married  William  P.  Bat- 
tels, who  died  in  1901.  Edgar  lives  in  Cleve- 
land, where  he  is  manager  of  the  Harris  Oil 
Company.  •  He  is  unmarried. 

John  Hartman,  a  native  born  son  of  Me- 
dina county,  born  in  Sharon  township,  Febru- 
ary 10,  1834.  John  Hartman  has  long  been 
numbered  among  the  best  known  and  most 
successful  agriculturists  of  Wadsworth  town- 
ship. He  is  also  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
community's  earliest  pioneer  families,  for  his 
father,  Peter  Hartman,  came  to  the  common- 
wealth over  eighty  years  ago  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, a  sturdy  representative  of  a  German 
family,  his  father  having  been  bom  in  that 
country.  His  wife  was  of  the  same  national- 
ity and  never  spoke  the  English  language. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Homel. 

The  school  days  of  John  Hartman,  their 
son,  covered  the  period  of  the  pioneer  log 
structures  as  well  as  the  more  modernlv  con- 
structed  buildings,  and  he  became  proficient 
as  an  agriculturist  on  his  father's  homestead. 
He  is  both  a  grain  and  stock  farmer,  and  the 
production  of  coal  has  also  during  the  past 
years  been  a  source  of  great  profit  to  him, 
three  shafts  having  been  sunk  on  his  farm. 
His  homestea<l  contains  ii.S  acres.  Mr.  Hart- 
man has  served  his  township  as  a  school  di- 
rector and  as  a  road  supervisor,  and  his  name 
is  prominently  recorded  on  the  pages  of  much 
of  the  local  history  of  his  community.  He 
married  ^largret  D.  Warner,  and  the  issue 
of  their  union  is  a  son,  Frank  John  Lynn, 
who  is  now  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  but 
since  the  early  age  of  four  he  has  been  af- 
flicted with  body  ailments,  which  has  made 
him  an  invalid.  Mrs.  Hartman  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Rev.  John  J.  Warner,  a  minister  of 
the  gospel  in  the  Disciple  church.  I^e  was 
born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  at  Oneida  in 
Clay  county,  and  coming  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve in  Ohio  he  attended  Oberlin  College. 
He  married  Ann  Maria  Clark,  of  an  Ohio 
family,  and  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Hartman, 
received  her  educational  training  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  those  of  Wadsworth.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Disciple  church. 

Colonel  J.  H.  Sprac.i'e. — Colonel  J.  H. 
Sprague,  a  prominent  manufacturer  of  Nor- 
walk,  was  born  in  New  York  city  February 
15,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Judge  James  and 
Catherine  G.  CGroesbeck)  Sprague,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  the  latter 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


IS" 


of  Schenectady,  New  York,  the  former  of 
English  and  the  latter  of  Dutch  descent.  His 
great-great-grandfather,  Major  Josiah 
Sprague,  led  the  mob  that  threw  overboard 
the  British  tea  in'the  harbor  at  the  celebrated 
"Boston  Tea  Party,"  and  served  in  the  Con- 
tinental army.  Major  Sprague's  son,  John 
Sprague,  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  1812, 
and  his  son,  Judge  James  Sprague,  was  a 
captain  in  the  Mexican  war.  Colonel  Steph- 
anus  Groesbeck,  an  ancestor  of  Colonel  J. 
H.  Sprague's  mother,  took  a  prominent  part 
in  the  French  and  Indian  war,  and  his  son, 
Captain  John,  was  a  captain  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

Colonel  J.  H.  Sprague  received  his  educa- 
tion at  Auburn,  Red  Creek  and  Pulaski  Acad- 
emies and  Watertown  University,  and  was  a 
schoolmate  of  Marietta  Holley,  who  wrote  the 
works  of  "Josiah  Allen's  Wife."  At  the  age 
of  fourteen,  Colonel  Sprague  entered  Water- 
town  University,  and  in  the  same  year,  in  the 
spring  of  1861,  though  still  only  fourteen 
years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Nine- 
teenth New  York  Infantry,  as  sergeant.  After 
taking  part  in  the  first  Battle  of  Bull  Run 
he  was  detailed  to  the  secret  service  depart- 
ment under  Colonel  Baker,  and  did  duty  in 
the  grounds  at  the  White  House  at  Washing- 
ton, where  he  became  acquainted  with  Lin- 
coln, also  Stanton,  Seward  and  many  other 
men  in  prominent  government  positions.  In 
1864  he  rejoined  his  regiment  and  took  com- 
mand of  Battery  F,  Third  Light  Artillery, 
and  took  part  in  the  battles  around  Charles- 
town,  Fort  Wagner  and  Oulstee,  Florida.  He 
was  mustered  out  in  July,  1865,  after  having 
served  throughout  the  entire  war.  For  about 
four  years  after  the  war  Colonel  Sprague 
had  charge  of  McLeer's  Circus. 

Colonel  Sprague  has  great  musical  talent, 
and  has  written  considerable  music;  he  ar- 
ranged the  first  band  music  of  "Dixie,"  in 
i860,  for  the  author  of  the  words,  Dan  Em- 
mett.  He  has  also  published  several  books, 
has  corresponded  for  several  papers,  and  has 
a  fine  literary  style.  In- 1866  Colonel  Sprague 
was  appointed  to  the  regular  army,  as  captain 
of  the  Fourth  Regulars,  receiving  his  appoint- 
ment through  Honorable  Edwin  Cowles,  M. 
C,  and  after  serving  about  a  year  he  resigned. 
In  1875  he  received  the  appointment  of  at- 
torney for  D.  M.  Osborne  &  Company,  being 
located  at  Norwalk  and  having  charge  of  all 
collections  and  law  suits.  In  1880  he  was 
appointed   general   manager   for   Piano   Har- 
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vesting  Company,  of  Illinois,  and  in  1887 
started  his  present  enterprise,  manufacturing 
umbrellas  and  novelties.  The  firm  was  first 
Sprague  &  French,  and  in  1890  was  incorpo- 
rated as  the  Sprague  Umbrella  Company,  of 
which  Colonel  Sprague  is  principal  owner  and 
president.  He  is  very  ambitious  and  enter- 
prising, and  has  met  with  pleasing  success 
in  his  enterprise;  the  company  employs  about 
200  persons,  and  their  business  amounts  to 
about  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  annually. 

Colonel  Sprague  is  a  prominent  Mason,  is 
past  eminent  commander  of  the  Norwalk  Com- 
mandery.  Knights  Templars,  is  past  exalted 
ruler  of  Norwalk  Lods:e,  No.  730,  Benevo- 
lent and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  lodge.  He  is  also 
vice  commander  of  the  Department  of  Ohio 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Loyal  Legion,  Society  of  Cincinnatus 
and  the  military  order  of  foreign  wars.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Royal  Arcanum,  National  Union, 
Red  Men  and  other  societies.  He  is  a  life- 
long Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  public  affairs.  Colonel  Sprague  married, 
May  30,  1867,  Eliza  A.  Cunningham,  daugh- 
ter of  Warren  and  Ann  (Wagner)  Cunning- 
ham, of  Norwalk,  Ohio. 

Paul  Evert  Denton. — An  able,  clear- 
headed, progressive  young  man,  full  of  vim 
and  push,  Paul  Evert  Denton,  of  Chardon, 
holds  a  noteworthy  position  in  the  journalistic 
and  literary  circles  of  Geauga  county,  and  as 
managing  editor  of  the  Geauga  County  Rec- 
ord exerts  a  wide  influence  in  business  and 
political  affairs.  A  son  of  Franklin  E.  Den- 
ton, he  was  born,  December  24,  1884,  in  Bur- 
ton, Geauga  county,  coming  from  distin- 
guished English  ancestry.  The  Denton  fam- 
ily was  first  represented  on  American  soil  by 
the  Rev.  Richard  Denton,  who  emigrated  from 
England  to  the  United  States  in  1630,  com- 
ing over  with  the  Puritans.  After  serving 
for  a  number  of  years  in  the  New  England 
ministry  he  returned,  in  1659,  ^^  ^'s  old  home 
in  England,  and  there  died  in  1662.  One  of 
his  descendants.  Dr.  Evert  Denton,  great- 
grandfather of  Paul  Evert  Denton,  was  born, 
in  1789,  in  Greenwich,  Connecticut;  and  was 
educated  at  Columbia  College,  receiving  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  at  that  institution.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  began  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  Connecticut,  from  there  going  to 
New  York  state.     In  1820  Dr.  Denton  came 
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with  his  tamily  to  the  Western  Reserve,  locat- 
iit$;  in  Charvk^n,  Geanga  county,  where  he 
built  up  an  extensive  practice,  becoming  not 
vMily  the  leading  physician  of  this  section  of 
the  ct^untry,  but  one  of  its  most  prominent 
and  influential  citizens.  He  died  in  1830, 
while  yet  in  the  prime  of  life.  He  was  twice 
married,  by  these  unions  becoming  the  father 
of  eight  children. 

Richard  E.  Denton,  Paul  E.  Denton's  grand- 
father, a  son  of  the  second  marriage  of  his 
father,  was  born  in  Chardon,  September  10, 
1826.  and  here  spent  his  entire  life.  A  dili- 
gent student  from  his  youth  up,  he  became 
quite  noted  as  a  linguist,  and  was  a  very  popu- 
lar lecturer  before  educational  gatherings  and 
teachers'  institutes.  On  November  25,  1858, 
he  married  Lvdia  E.  Pomerov,  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Huntsburg, 
Geauga  county,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  four  children,  Franklin  E.,  Richard  L., 
Harold  P.  and  George  M. 

Franklin  E.  Denton  was  born,  in  Chardon, 
November  22,  1859,  ^"^^  ^^  ^^  early  age  of 
seven  years  began  learning  the  printer's  trade 
in  the  office  of  his  uncle,  J.  O.  Converse,  pub- 
lisher of  the  Geauga  Republican,  With  inter- 
vals of  attending  school  he  continued  typeset- 
ting on  the  Republican  until  1884,  when  he 
became  connected  with  the  Geauga  Leader, 
published  at  Burton.  He  was  soon  made  edi- 
tor and  business  manager  of  that  paper,  with 
which  he  was  associated  until  1887,  when  he 
removed  to  Cleveland.  For  a  number  of 
years  thereafter  he  worked  on  various  papers 
of  that  city,  and  in  addition  did  special  literary 
work,  publishing  several  volumes  of  prose 
and  poetry,  ac(|uiring  a  wide  reputation  in 
the  world  of  literature.  Moving  from  Cleve- 
land to  Ravenna,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years 
editor  of  the  Ravenna  Republican,  but  in  1897, 
being  obliged  on  account  of  ill  health  to  give 
up  active  work,  he  removed  to  Chardon,  where 
he  is  now  living,  honored  and  respected  by 
all.  On  October  18,  1882,  he  married  Martha 
A.  Goldthorpe,  of  Chardon,  and  their  only 
child,  Paul  Evert,  is  the  special  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

Receiving  his  rudimentary  education  in  the 
citv  schools  of  Cleveland,  Paul  E.  Denton 
•iubsequently  continued  his  studies  in  Ravenna 
and  Chardon,  being  graduated  from  the  Char- 
don High  School  with  the  class  of  1903.  Fol- 
lowing in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  he  worked 
at  the  printer's  trade  in  the  office  of  the 
Geauga  Republican,  at  the  same  time  keeping 


the  office  books  and  doing  the  correspondence 
for  outside  newspapers,  in  this  manner  obtain- 
ing practical  experience  in  journalistic  work 
and  laying  a  substantial  foundation  for  his 
future  success.  After  his*  graduation  from 
the  high  school  Mr.  Denton  was  teller  for 
three  years  in  the  Chardon  Savings  Bank, 
and  during  that  period  did  special  work  for 
the  Cleveland  and  other  city  newspapers.    In 

1906  he  left  the  bank  to  accept  the  position 
of  news  editor  of  the  Geauga  County  Record, 
the  Democratic  organ  of  the  county,  and  in 

1907  went  to  Cleveland,  where  for  six  months 
he  was  connected  with  the  Cleveland  Plain 
Dealer,  Then,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
the  management,  he  returned  to  Chardon  to 
accept  his  former  position  of  news  editor  of 
the  Geauga  County  Record,  In  the  spring  of 
1909  Mr.  Denton  was  advanced  to  the  man- 
aging editorship  of  this  paper,  and  is  filling 
the  position  with  characteristic  ability  and  ef- 
ficiency. He  is  a  wide-awake,  enterprising 
journalist,  acquainted  with  his  business  from 
the  ground  up,  and  is  meeting  with  marked 
success  in  his  present  position.  He  also  does 
special  work  for  papers  in  Cleveland  and  other 
cities,  having  already  won  a  wide  reputation 
as  a  ready  and  interesting  writer.  Swerving 
from  the  political  faith  in  which  he  was  reared, 
Mr.  Denton  is  a  staunch  Democrat,  and  an 
active  worker  in  the  affairs  of  the  minority 
party  of  Geauga  county.  As  a  relaxation 
from  business  cares,  he  finds  diversion  in  mu- 
sic, and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Chardon 
Musical  Culture  Club.    He  is  still  unmarried. 

Algernon  Kingsley,  prominent  among  the 
business  men  of  Ashtabula  county,  traces  his 
descent  in  the  United  States  to  Peleg  Kingsley, 
his  paternal  great-grandfather,  who  with  his 
two  sons  located  in  New  York  from  Rhode 
Island  before  the  Revolutionary  war.  William 
Kingsley,  one  of  the  two  sons,  in  about  the 
vear  of  1854,  with  his  wife  drove  through  from 
New  York  with  horse  and  buggy  to  Ohio,  to 
the  home  of  his  son  Samuel,  and  he  continued 
to  reside  here  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
eighty  years. 

Samuel  Kingsley,  a  son  of  William,  with  his 
family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  came  from  Whitehall,  New 
York,  in  1852,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  An- 
dover  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and 
he  lived  on  that  farm  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  But  in  the  meantime  he  added  an- 
other farm  thereto,  owning  at  the  time  of  his 
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death  132  acres.  This  land  had  been  originally 
settled  by  George  Dolph,  and  it  had  under- 
gone one  other  change  of  ownership  before  it 
became  the  property  of  Mr.  Kingsley.  Samuel 
Kingsley  was  a  farmer  all  his  life.  His  brother' 
Aaron  had  settled  at  Niles,  Ohio,  about  the 
year  of  1835,  also  coming  from  Whitehall,  in 
Washington  county,  New  York,  and  he  was 
afterward  the  proprietor  of  the  Kingsley  Hotel 
at  Niles  until  his  death  in  1847.  Samuel 
Kingsley  died  in  his  ninety-third  year,  in  April 
of  1906,  surviving  his  wife  for  twelve  years. 
He  had  served  on  the  school  board  and  as  a 
township  trustee  and  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  underground  railroad  movement,  his  farm 
being  on  the  line  of  this  road,  and  a  station 
was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  He  was 
also  a  member  of  the  Black  String  Society, 
organized  to  protect  John  Brown  from  the 
United  States  marshal,  and  was  a  member  in 
good  standing  of  the  Baptist  church  and  served 
as  its  deacon.  In  the  family  of  Samuel  Kings- 
ley  were  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely : 
George  F.,  a  florist  in  Wooster,  Ohio;  Alger- 
non, mentioned  below ;  Charles,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years ;  Amanda,  who  mar- 
ried Lewis  Bartholomew ;  Julisa,  who  married 
H.  A.  Lewis,  of  Andover ;  and  William,  who 
died  at  about  the  age  of  thirty-one ;  his  widow, 
nee  Belle  Burt,  with  a  daughter,  the  wife  of 
Bert  Twitchell,  lives  in  Andover. 

Algernon  Kingsley  was  born  in  Whitehall, 
New  Yorky  May  30,  1839,  and  was  thirteen 
years  old  when  the  family  came  to  Ohio.  In 
1861  he  enlisted  for  the  Civil  war  in  Company 
C,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  the 
company  having  been  raised  at  West  Andover, 
and  it  was  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Hayes,  of  Trumbull  county.  On  the  13th  of 
November,  1862,  Mr.  Kingsley  was  discharged 
on  account  of  a  gunshot  wound  which  he  had 
received  at  Cedar  Mountain  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust of  that  year,  his  left  arm  having  been 
shattered,  and  he  was  two  years  in  recupera- 
ting his  health.  He  had  been  promoted  to 
corporal  of  his  company.  On  recovering  his 
health  he  bought  the  West  Andover  Cheese 
Factory,  which  had  just  been  recently  built, 
and  this  became  the  largest  factory  of  its  kind 
in  Ohio,  using  milk  from  1,400  cows,  and  a 
day's  output  often  reached  as  high  as  ninety 
cheese,  weighing  fifty  pounds  each.  Mr. 
Kingsley  took  a  cheese  to  the  Northern  Ohio 
state  fair  at  Cleveland  which  weighed  1,880 
pounds,  and  this  was  sold  to  a  Cincinnati  firm. 
This  business  proved  very  successful,  and  in 


1869  he  was  able  to  buy  a  small  farm  adjoin- 
ing that  of  his  father,  and  he  began  to  deal  in 
stock  and  sell  milk.  His  farm  now  includes 
260  acres,  including  the  old  Kingsley  place, 
and  in  later  years  he  has  bred  Holstein  cattle, 
and  he  and  his  sons  have  produced  some  of  the 
best  cattle  which  has  been  exhibited  at  the 
county  and  state  fairs,  many  of  them  taking 
the  first  prizes  at  diflFerent  times  among  the 
Holstein  herds.  During  the  past  fourteen  years 
he  has  bought  on  commission.  He  is  still  en- 
gaged in  the  live  stock  business,  but  in  Febru- 
ary of  1907  he  left  the  farm,  and  his  home  is 
now  in  Andover. 

Mr.  Kingsley  married  in  1869  Sarah  O. 
Green,  and  they  have  had  three  children :  Lena, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  Darwin 
M.,  a  member  of  the  hardware  firm  of  Ward 
and  Kingsley  in  Andover;  and  Celey  A.,  a 
clerk  in  Andover,  who  married  Eva  Mack,  of 
Andover,  and  they  have  one  child,  Kathryne. 
Mr.  Kingsley  has  served  as  an  enumerator,  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  fourteen 
years,  as  an  assessor,  as  a  constable  for  four- 
teen years,  and  for  thirty-two  years  worked 
with  Squire  S.  C.  Merrell,  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  Mr.  Kingsley  is  a  charter  member  of 
Hiram  Kyle  Post,  No.  80,  G.  A.  R.,  and  served 
many  years  as  a  post  commander  and  as  quar- 
termaster. He  is  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
residents  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  is  promi- 
nently known  as  a  business  man  and  citizen. 

JoHX  Newton  Leatherman. — Among  the 
business  men  of  Wadsworth  is  numbered  John 
N.  Leatherman,  a  lumber  merchant  and  man- 
ufacturer, and  the  present  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  city  treasurer,  in  which  he  is  serv- 
ing his  second  term.  He  was  born  on  a  farm 
three  miles  west  of  Wadsworth  in  Medina 
county  November  19,  1869,  a  son  of  Jacob  W. 
and  Mary  (Baker)  Leatherman,  the  father 
a  merchant  and  a  grain  dealer.  He  came  to 
Ohio  as  a  boy,  ancThe  is  a  member  of  an  old 
established  family  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
stock,  and  his  wife  is  descended  from  the 
same  sturdy  race.  After  the  completion  of  a 
public  school  course  in  Wadsworth  and  a  busi- 
ness course  in  the  Wadsworth  Normal,  John 
X.  Leathennan  entered  the  world  of  business 
as  a  lumber  merchant,  as  a  member  of  the 
Wadsworth  Lumber  Company,  and  this  firm, 
was  later  incorporated  and  became  known  as 
the  Wadsworth  Lumber  and  Manufacturing 
Company,  Mr.  Leatherman  becoming  one  of 
its  directors  and  its  secretary  and  treasurer. 
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As  above  stated  he  is  also  the  present  treasurer 
of  the  citv  of  Wadsworth,  a  valued  factor  in 
the  public  life  of  his  community  and  a  lead- 
ing business  man,  progressive,  enterprising 
and  persevering. 

Mr.  Leatherman  married  Miss  Sadie  Mon- 
creif,  from  Orrville,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
D.  L.  Moncreif,  and  they  have  had  three  chil- 
dren. He  is  a  member  of  both  the  Masonic 
order  and  of  the  Mennonite  church. 

Thomas  Shaw. — Among  those  who  have 
been  able  and  successful  exponents  of  the 
great  basic  industry  of  agriculture  in  Medina 
countv  is  Mr.  Shaw,  who  has  here  maintained 
his  home  from  the  time  of  his  infancy,  bemg 
a  member  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  this  favored  section  of  the  Western  Re- 
^  serve.  He  is  still  the  owner  of  his  finely  im- 
proved farm,  in  Montvilfe  township,  but  is 
now  living  a  retired  life,  having  an  attractive 
home  in  the  village  of  Medina,  where  he  is 
enjoying  the  generous  rewards  of  former 
years  of  earnest  toil  and  endeavor. 

Thomas  Shaw  was  born  in  Waddington,  St. 
Lawrence  county,  New  York,  June  23,  1832, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Hannah  (Pea- 
cock) Shaw,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
England.  The  father  was  reared  to  maturitv 
in  his  native  land,  where  he  remained  until 
1828,  when  he  came  to  America  and  located 
in  St.  Lawrence  county.  New  York,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a  few  years. 
In  1833  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Medina 
county.  Here  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heav- 
ily timbered  land  in  York  township  and 
through  arduous  labor  and  indomitable  per- 
severance he  reclaimed  a  good  farm.  He 
moved  to  Montville  township  in  185 1,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1869.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  character, 
utmost  integrity  and  of  indefaticfable  indus- 
\x\\  and  he  was  duly  prospered  in  his  efforts 
as  a  farmer  and  stock  grower.  His  political 
support  was  given  to  the  Democratic  party, 
though  he  never  sought  or  held  office,  and  he 
and  his  wife  both  held  membership  in  the 
Methodist  church.  They  commanded  the  high 
regard  of  all  who  knew  them,  and  their  names 
merit  an  enduring  place  on  the  roll  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Medina  county.  They 
became  the  parents  of  nine  children,  of  whom 
fotir  are  now  living.  The  devoted  wife  and 
mother  survived  her  husband  bv  more  than 


a  decade,  and  her  death  occurred  in  the  year 
1881. 

Thomas  Shaw,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  was  about  one  year  old  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  from  the  old  Em- 
pire state  to  Medina  county,  and  he  was  reared 
to  maturitv  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  in 
wnose  work  he  began  to  lend  his  aid  while 
still  a  boy.  Under  this  sturdy  discipline  he 
waxed  strong  in  physical  powers,  and  in  the 
meanwhile  he  duly  availed  himself  of  such 
educational  privileges  as  were  afforded  in  the 
primitive  schools  of  the  pioneer  epoch  in  this 
section.  He  continued  to  be  associated  in  the 
work  and  management  of  the  home  farm  un- 
til he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  nineteen,  at 
which  time  he  came  from  York  township  to 
Montville  township,  and  initiated  his  independ- 
ent career  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  He 
purchased  a  farm  in  Montville  township,  about 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  Medina,  the  coun- 
ty seat,  and  there  he  developed  one  of  the  fine 
farm  properties  of  the  county.  A  portion  of  this 
well  improved  farm  was  originally  that  owned 
by  his  father,  William  Shaw,  who  came  to  the 
county  about  the  same  time  as  did  Thomas 
Shaw,  and  the  place  has  been  known  as  the 
Shaw  homestead  for  more  than  fifty-nine 
years.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  gained  rec- 
ognition as  one  of  the  able,  progressive  and 
enterprising  farmers  of  the  county,  and  his 
Success  in  his  chosen  vocation  was  on  a  parity 
with  the  abilitv  and  industrv  which  marked 
his  course  during  his  active  career.  He  still 
owns  the  farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to 
reside  until  1904.  when  he  removed  to  Medina 
and  purchased  his  present  comfortable  resi- 
dence, which  is  eligibly  located  on  South 
Broadway. 

Mr.  Shaw  has  so  ordered  his  course  as  to 
retain  at  all  times  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  people  of  the  county  in  which  virtually 
his  entire  life  thus  far  has  been  passed,  and 
he  is  known  as  a  sterling  citizen  of  unassum- 
ing character.  His  political  allegiance  is  given 
to  the  Democratic  party,  and  while  he  has 
ever  given  his  aid  and  influence  in  support 
of  measures  advanced  for  the  general  welfare 
of  the  community  he  has  never  had  aught  of 
aspiration  for  public  office. 

On  October  25,  1866,  was  solemnized  the 
marriag^e  of  ^fr.  Shaw  to  Miss  Martha  Ab- 
bott, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Medina 
county  and  who  is  a  dauerhter  of  the  late 
Leorette  Abbott,  long  a  resident  of  Montville 
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township,  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaw 
have  two  children,  Willis  L.,  who  has  charge 
of  the  home  farm,  and  Adda,  who  remains 
with  her  parents. 

Charles  D.  Wightman. — The  career  of 
Hon.  Charles  D.  Wightman,  postmaster  of  the 
city  of  Medina  and  former  member  of  the 
state  senate,  effectually  sets  at  naught  the  ap- 
plication of  the  scriptural  aphorism  that  "a 
prophet  is  not  without  honor  save  in  his  own 
country,"  for  he  is  a  native  son  of  Medina 
county,  where  he  has  not  only  been  honored 
with  offices  of  high  public  trust,  but  where 
he  has  also  attained  to  no  insignificant  dis- 
tinction as  one  of  the  able  members  of  the  bar 
of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Wightman  was  born  io  Lafayette  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  Ohio,  November  25, 
1866,  and  is  a  son  of  James  L.  and  Clarinda 
(Bissell)  Wightman.  His  father  was  born 
in  Jefferson  county.  New  York,  September  21, 
1828,  and  there  was  reared  to  the  age  of  five 
years.  He  then,  in  1833,  was  brought  by  his 
parents,  Nathan  and  Betsy  (Osgood)  Wight- 
man,  to  Ohio,  and  the  entire  journey  was 
made  with  wagons  and  ox  teams.  Nathan 
Wightman  made  Medina  county  his  destina- 
tion, and  near  Chippewa  lake,  in  Lafayette 
township,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  which  he  ultimately  developed 
into  a  fine  farm.  His  landed  estate  comprised 
200  acres,  and  today  no  finer  farming  lands 
are  to  be  found  within  the  borders  of  the  his- 
toric old  Western  Reserve.  Nathan  Wight- 
man  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which 
he  served  at  Sackett*s  Harbor,  New  York.  He 
was  ore  of  the  honored  pioneers  and  influen- 
tial citizens  of  Medina  county,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  until  their  death. 

J?mes  L.  Wightman  was  reared  to  matur- 
ity on  the  pioneer  farm,  to  whose  work  he 
early  hecfan  to  contribute  his  quota  of  assist- 
ance, the  while  his  educational  advantages 
were  such  as  were  offered  by  the  somewhat 
primitive  schools  of  the  locality  and  period. 
He  attained  to  his  legal  majority  about  the 
time  of  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California, 
in  1849,  ^"^^  h^  ^^'^s  one  of  the  venturesome 
spirits  who  made  their  hazardous  and  weary 
way  across  the  plains  and  over  the  mountains 
to  the  new  Eldorado.  After  his  arrival  in 
California  he  became  a  member  of  the  min- 
ing camp  known  as  Hangtown,  which  grue- 
some title  was  later  changed  to   Placerville, 


the  present  name  of  the  now  attractive  little 
town.  There  he  engaged  in  placer  mining, 
according  to  the  crude  methods  then  neces- 
sarily in  vogue,  and  he  met  with  fair  success 
in  his  quest  for  the  precious  metal.  He  re- 
turned to  Ohio  in  1852,  and  the  considerable 
number  of  twenty-dollar  gold  pieces,  which 
represented  the  tangible  results  of  his  labors, 
were  carried  in  a  belt,  in  which  they  were 
carefully  sewed,  a  belt  which  he  did  not  once 
remove  on  the  entire  return  trip,  as  the  dan- 
gers of  loss  were  too  great. 

After  his  return  from  the  west  James  L. 
Wigi-htman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Clarinda  Bissell,  who  was  born  in  the  state 
of  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Eben  Bissell,  who 
came  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  the  early 
days  and  was  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Westfield  township.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Wightman  settled  in  Lafayette 
township,  near  Chippewa  lake,  where  he  be- 
came a  successful  farmer  and  stock  grower, 
owning  a  well  improved  farm  of  125  acres  and 
being  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising  and 
progressive  farmers  of  this  county,  where  he 
also  wielded  much  influence  in  local  affairs, 
in  which  connection  he  served  in  various  town- 
ship offices.  He  continued  to  reside  on  the 
old  homestead,  honored  by  all  who  knew  him, 
until  he  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in 
1899.  His  wife  preceded  him  by  a  number 
of  years,  as  her  death  occurred  in  1891.  Of 
the  three  children  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest;  William  B.,  the  eldest,  re- 
sides in  Lafayette  township;  and  Lucy  M.  is 
the  wife  of  Charles  M.  Fenn,  of  Medina. 

Charles  D.  Wightman,  whose  name  initiates 
this  article,  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
home  farm,  which  he  now  owns,  and  his  early 
educational  training  was  secured  in  the  district 
school  of  the  locality.  Later  he  attended  the 
public  schools  of  Medina  and  in  1886  he  went 
to  Adrian,  Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  where 
he  was  duly  matriculated  in  Adrian  College, 
in  which  well  ordered  institution  he  was  grad- 
uated as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1889,  receiv- 
ing the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  After 
leaving  college  Mr.  Wightman  located  in  Me- 
dina, where  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Judge 
George  Hayden,  under  whose  able  preceptor- 
ship  he  prosecuted  his  technical  study  of  the 
science  of  jurisprudence  until  he  became  eli- 
gible for  admission  to  the  bar,  a  consumma- 
tion to  which  he  attained  on  March  9,  1893. 
He  forthwith  opened  an  office  in  Medina, 
where   he    soon    won    his   professional    spurs 
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and  where  he  eventually  gained  distinctive 
precedence  as  one  of  the  able  attorneys  and 
counselors  of  the  Medina  county  bar.  His 
clientage  has  been  of  essentially  representa- 
tive character  and  he  has  had  to  do  with 
much  important  litigation  in  both  the  state 
and  federal  courts,  where  he  has  shown  him- 
self a  specially  strong  and  versatile  trial  law- 
yer. 

Mr.  Wightman  has  long  been  one  of  the 
wheel  horses  of  the  Republican  party  contin- 
gent in  Medina  county,  ar;d  has  rendered  yeo- 
man service  in  behalf  of  the  party  cause,  in 
which  his  services  have  been  much  in  requisi- 
tion as  a  campaign  speaker.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  and  re-elected  to 
the  same  office  in  1896.  In  1897  he  was 
elected  to  represent  the  joint  Twenty-seventh 
and  Twenty-ninth  districts  of  Ohio  in  the  state 
senate,  securing  a  gratifying  majority  at  the 
polls  and  making  an  excellent  record  as  an 
earnest  worker,  both  in  the  committee  room 
^nd  on  the  floor  of  the  isenate,  in  which  he 
served  from  1898  until  1902,  having  been 
chosen  as  his  own  successor  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term.  He  served  on  several  of  the 
most  important  committees,  and  was  chairman 
of  the  judiciary  committee.  The  district  which 
he  thus  represented  comprises  Lorain,  Rich- 
land, Ashland  and  Medina  counties. 

After  his  retirement  from  the  office  of  sena- 
tor Mr.  Wightman  resumed  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  Medina,  and  to  the 
same  he  gave  his  entire  attention  until  1905, 
when  he  was  appointed  and  commissioned 
postmaster  of  Medina.  His  administration 
has  been  most  effective  and  satisfactory  and 
he  has  done  much  to  systematize  and  improve 
the  service  of  the  office,  which  is  of  the  sec- 
ond class.  In  a  fraternal  way  he  is  identified 
with  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  His  religious 
views  are  in  harmony,  with  the  tenets  of  the 
Congregational  church,  in  whose  faith  he  was 
reared.  The  genial  and  popular  postmaster 
of  Medina  is  not  married. 

Charles  D.  Freeman,  M.  D. — Established 
in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  city  of  Medina,  Dr.  Freeman  is  num- 
bered among  the  representative  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  his  native  county  and  is  a  scion 
of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Medina  county,  with  whose  history 
the  name  has  been  indissolubly  linked  for 
more  than  fourscore  years. 

Dr.  Freeman  was  born  in  Westfield  town- 


ship, Medina  county,  January  8,  1853,  and 
is  a  son  of  Joseph  H.  and  Caroline  (Wilcox) 
Freeman,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
Westfield  township,  this  county,  January  8, 
1826,  and  the  latter  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  whence  her  parents  came  to 
Ohio  when  she  was  a  child.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  doctor  was  Rufus  Free- 
man, who  was  born  in  Vermont  in  the  year 
1 796  and  who  became  one  of  the  pioneer  farm- 
ers and  influential  citizens  of  Westfield  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  where  he  reclaimed  his 
farm  from  the  forest  and  where  he  passed 
the  residue  of  his  life,  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him.  Rufus  Freeman  was  one  of  the 
promoters  and  organizers  of  the  Ohio  Farm- 
ers' Insurance  Company,  with  which  he  was 
actively  identified  in  official  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  one  of  the  popular 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  township,  where 
he  was  a  farmer  and  stock  dealer.  Joseph  H. 
and  Caroline  (Wilcox)  Freeman  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  the  Dr.  Free- 
man of  this  sketch  is  the  third;  James  A.  is 
a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  and  Horace 
J.  is  retired. 

Dr.  Charles  D.  Freeman  secured  his  prelim- 
inary educational  discipline  in  the  district 
schools  in  Scott  county,  Iowa,  where  his  par- 
ents then  resided,  and  later  he  was  a  student 
in  Cornell  College,  at  Mount  Vernon,  Iowa. 
His  initial  study  in  the  line  of  his  profession 
was  prosecuted  under  the  effective  preceptor- 
ship  of  Dr.  Lucius  French,  a  leading  physi- 
cian and  surgeon  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  in 
T882  he  was  matriculated  in  the  celebrated 
Bellevue  Medical  College  in  New  York  city,  in 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1884  and  from  which  he 
received  his  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
Soon  after  his  graduation  Dr.  Freeman  lo- 
cated in  ^ledina,  where  he  has  since  followed 
the  work  of  his  humane  profession  with  all 
of  zeal  and  devotion  and  where  he  controls 
a  large  and  representative  practice.  He  keeps 
in  constant  touch  with  the  advances  made  in 
both  the  sciences  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
and  his  success  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor 
has  been  of  the  most  unequivocal  order.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation, the  Medina  County  Medical  Society 
and  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  in  the  af- 
fairs of  each  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest. 

In  politics,  though  never  manifesting  aught 
of  ambition  for  public  office,  Dr.  Freeman  is 
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-arrayed  as  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  prin- 
ciples and  policies  for  which  the  Republican 
party  stands  sponsor.  He  is  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  ^lasonic  fraternity,  in  which 
time-honored  organization  he  has  attained  to 
the  thirty-second  degree  of  the  Ancient  and 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  his  affiliation 
•is  with  the  consistory  at  Cleveland.  In  the 
York  Rite  he  holds  membership  in  Medina 
Lodge,  No.  58,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Medina  Chapter,  No.  30,  Royal  Arch  Masons ; 
and  Akron  Commandery,  No.  25,  Knights 
Templar.  He  is  an  ardent  devotee  of  the 
rod  and  gun,  and  his  vacations  are  usually 
spent  in  the  indulgence  of  the  gallant  sports 
afloat  and  afield.  He  enjoys  unqualified  popu- 
larity in  his  native  county  and  is  still  on  the 
list  of  eligible  bachelors. 

SHErjx)N  Harmon. — The  Harmon  familv  is 
one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  the  name 
has  ever  stood  exponent  for  the  most  sterling 
personal  characteristics,  the  deepest  apprecia- 
tion for  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship, 
and  it  is  linked  with  the  annals  of  the  county 
from  an  early  epoch  in  its  history. 

Aaron  Harmon  came  from  Connecticut  to 
Ohio  in  181 1,  and  located  on  land  bordering 
Lake  Erie  and  east  of  Ashtabula  Harbor.  His 
farm  there  embraced  several  hundred  acres, 
and  the  home  which  he  built  and  in  which  he 
lived  for  so  many  years  is  yet  standing,  a  mute 
reminder  of  days  gone  by.  His  first  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Temperance  Fargo,  and 
was  born  on  the  i6th  of  May,  1784,  and  they 
had  the  following  sons:  Hardin  I).,  who  was 
born  September  ii,  1806,  and  died  November 
if).  1895;  Edmon,  bom  October  10.  1808,  and 
died  July  19,  1835;  Judson,  born  March  22, 
181 1  :  and  Ezekiel  Fargo,  born  March  27,  1823. 
l^>xkiel  is  still  living  in  New  Jersey,  a  very 
old  man,  and  Judson  also  lived  in  the  east. 
Hardin  spent  his  life  in  Ashtabula  county,  and 
the  old  home  which  he  built  about  183  r  is  now 
the  home  of  Frank  S.  Harmon.  Aaron  flar- 
nion  married  for  his  second  wife  .\bigail  Tyler, 
l:orn  March  31,  1791,  and  they  were  married 
on  the  19th  of  June,  1825.  Their  children 
were:  John,  born  March  i,  1826;  Sheldon, 
born  November  15,  1829;  Gilbert,  horn  Au- 
gust 6,  1832,  and  these  sons  spent  nearly  all 
their  lives  on  homes  near  their  father.  Gilbert 
lived  at  Conneaut  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Sheldon  Harmon  was  born  on  the  (^Id  Har- 
mon homestead,  and  his  entire  life  spent  there- 


on, or  on  the  farm  of  his  own  which  adjoined. 
The  house  which  he  erected  in  1862,  made 
from  brick  manufactured  on  his  own  land,  is 
yet  standing,  and  that  dwelling  was  his  home 
until  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 
He  became  a  large  property  owner,  and  dealt 
largely  in  a  fine  grade  of  stock,  and  during 
eighteen  or  nineteen  years  served  his  township 
as  a  trustee.  On  the  19th  of  January,  1854, 
Sheldon  Harmon  married  Eunice  Wood  Jef- 
ford,  born  at  Chautauqua  county.  New  York, 
one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Eber  R.  and 
Almira  JeflFord.  Eber  R.  JeflFord  died  on  Octo- 
ber 29,  1862,  while  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try. Three  of  the  children  born  to  Sheldon 
and  Eunice  Harmon  reached  mature  years: 
Frank  S.,  who  w^as  born  April  29,  1855 ;  Julia, 
who  has  never  married,  and  owns  the  home- 
stead, was  born  February  23,  1859;  and  Burton 
G.,  born  February  23,  1867,  was  killed  on  a 
tug  by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  in  July  of 
1897,  when  thirty  years  of  age.  His  daughter 
Alildred  was  but  six  months  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  His  wife  w^as  before  marriage 
Emma  Weiblin,  and  Mildred  was  the  only 
child. 

Frank  S.  Harmon,  born  on  his  father's  farm 
April  29,  1855,  has  been  a  lifelong  agricultur- 
ist, and  he  farmed  with  his  father  until  the 
latter's  death.  The  farm  he  now  occupies  was 
bought  by  the  father  twenty-eight  years  ago, 
and  since  Frank  S.  has  added  thereto  foVty 
acres,  and  he  also  owned  forty-one  acres  of  his 
father's  estate,  as  well  as  another  tract  of  thir- 
ty-two acres  near  the  harbor.  During  many 
years  dairying  was  the  leading  feature  of  his 
farm  work,  and  for  many  years  he  operated 
a  milk  wagon,  keeping  from  twenty-five  to 
sixty  cows,  but  he  has  since  dropped  this 
branch  of  bu.siness.  He  married  on  March  5, 
1879,  Eliza  Wilkinson,  a  daughter  of  (ieorge 
and  Emeline  (Stevens)  Wilkinson,  both  of 
New  Hampshire  parentage.  ]\rrs.  Wilkinson 
was  a  daughter  of  Enoch  and  Hannah  Ste- 
vens, who  drove  in  an  ox  wagon  from  New 
[fampsliire  to  Ohio  in  1810,  and  located  on 
North  Ridge,  two  and  a  half  miles  northeast 
of  Ashtabula,  where  they  lived  for  many  years, 
and  there  their  daughter  ICmeline  was  born  in 
181 2.  Tn  later  years  they  moved  to  Ashtabula, 
where  ^Fr.  Stevens,  a  shoemaker,  died  at  the 
age  of  seventy-eight  years,  his  wife  living  to 
the  age  of  ninety-three.  Emeline  Stevens  was 
thirty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  mar- 
riage to  (ieorge  Wilkinson,  a  sailor,  and  sne 
died    when   sixty-three   years   of  age,   leaving 
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one  child,  Eliza,  who  was  twenty-three  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Harmon.  Six 
of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harmon 
are  living:  Gertrude  Eunice,  the  wife  of  James 
McClure,  of  Ashtabula;  Ethel  Emeline,  wife 
of  Richard  William  England,  of  Cleveland; 
Harry  Sheldon,  whose  home  is  in  Ashtabula; 
Frank  Burton,  a  sailor  on  the  lakes ;  Sheldon, 
named  for  his  grandfather,  is  farming  the 
home  estate ;  and  Esther  Virginia  is  in  school. 
Frank  S.  Harmon  gives  his  political  support 
to  the  Democratic  party. 

CoRRix  X.  RoYCE. — This  sketch  has  to  do 
with  the  career  of  another  of  the  native  sons 
of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserv^e  who  has 
here  attained  to  distinctive  success  in  connec- 
tion with  the  productive  activities  and  indus- 
trial enterprises  of  this  favored  section  of  the 
old  Buckeye  state  and  who  is  numbered  among 
the  representative  citizens  of  Ashtabula  county. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  lumbering  industry,  in  which 
his  operations  have  been  of  wide  scope  and 
importance,  and  he  has  now  been  president 
of  the  Jefferson  Banking  Company,  in  the 
thriving  little  city  of  Ashtabula  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  and  where  he  is  held  in  the  most 
unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem  as  a  suc- 
cessful business  man  and  loyal  and  public- 
spirited  citizen. 

C.  X.  Royce  was  born  in  Lenox  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  May  2.  1848,  and  is 
a  son  of  Jasper  and  ^lalinda  (Chapin )  Royce, 
the  former  of  whom  was  l^orn  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  a  scion  of  a  family  founded 
in  Xcw  England  in  the  colonial  epoch  of  our 
national  history,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  a 
native  of  ^lassachusetts.  Jasper  Royce  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  common- 
wealth, whence  he  came  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve when  a  young  man  and  numbered  him- 
self among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lenox  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  where  he  developed  a 
valuable  farm  and  became  an  honored  and  in- 
fluential citizen.  He  there  continued  to  re- 
side until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  his  name  is  inscribed  on  the  roster 
of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
first  wife  was  Snyder  and  they  became  the 
])arents  of  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  he  wedded  Miss  Malinda  Chapin,  like- 
wise a  representative  of  one  of  the  well  known 
pioneer  families  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  she 


survived  him  by  several  years.  They  became- 
the  parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  the  younger  and  the  other 
was  Florence,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
five  years.  The  parents  were  zealous  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church  and  in  poli- 
tics the  father  was  arrayed  as  a  staunch  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  took  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs  of  a 
local  nature  and  served  in  various  township 
offices. 

C.  X.  Royce  passed  his  boyhood  days  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  Lenox  township,  and 
early  began  to  contribute  his  quota  to  its  work 
and  management.  His  educational  advantages 
were  those  afforded  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  locality  and  period,  and  there  he  laid  the 
foundation  for  that  broad  fund  of  practical 
knowledge  which  he  has  since  gained  under 
the  direction  of  that  wisest  of  all  head  masters, 
experience.  When  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age 
!Mr.  Royce  initiated  his  independent  career,  and 
after  devoting  his  attention  to  farm  work  for 
two  years  he  was  variously  engaged  until  he 
had  attained  to  his  legal  majority,  when  he 
purchased  a  farm  in  his  native  township, 
where  he  eventually  developed  one  of  the 
model  farms  of  the  countv  and  where  he  con- 
tinned  to  reside  until  1885.  In  the  meanwhile 
he  had  become  largely  interested  in  the  lum- 
ber industry,  and  in  January  of  the  year  men- 
tioned he  moved  from  his  farm  to  Jefferson, 
where  he  maintained  his  home  until  June,  1909, 
when  he  moved  to  Ashtabula,  where  he  has 
gained  precedence  as  a  representative  busi- 
ness man.  He  has  continued  to  be  identified 
with  the  manufacturing  and  handling  pf  lum- 
ber, in  which  his  operations  have  had  specially 
wide  ramifications,  extending  from  Ohio  to 
Alabama  and  through  the  states  of  Kentucky 
and  Texas.  His  business  headquarters  in  con- 
nection with  this  important  line  of  enterprise 
are  now  maintained  in  the  city  of  Cleveland, 
where  his  interests  are  centered  and  are  of 
important  order.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Jeft'erson  Banking  Company  and 
is  ably  directing  its  policy  and  business  as 
president,  in  which  office  he  has  further  mani- 
fested his  fine  executive  abilitv.  The  institu- 
tion  conducts  a  large  and  substantial  business 
along  conservative  lines  and  is  one  of  the  solid 
and  popular  banking  houses  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  Mr.  Royce  is  the  owner  of  much 
valuable  real  estate  in  his  native  county,  in- 
cluding well  improved  properties  in  the  city 
of  Jefferson,  and  in  all  his  varied  operations. 
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through  which  he  has  gained  a  large  measure 
of  success,  he  has  held  to  the  highest  stand- 
•  ard  of  integrity  and  honor  and  has  thus  re- 
tained a  secure  hold  upon  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con- 
tact in  the  various  relations  of  life.  He  has 
been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes  and 
his  labors  have  been  directed  with  energy  and 
discrimination,  so  that  he  has  well  merited 
the  prosperity  which  is  now  his. 

In  politics  Mr.  Royce  gives  an  unqualified 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  but  he 
has  never  had  aught  of  desire  to  enter  the 
arena  of  "practical  politics."  The  only  pub- 
lic office  of  which  he  ever  consented  to  be- 
come incumbent  was  that  of  trustee  of  Lenox 
township,  a  position  which  he  held  for  sev- 
eral years.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Methodist 
church. 

In  the  year  1870  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Royce  to  Miss  Rildie  E.  Dodge, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Ashtabula  county 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Edward  R.  and 
Harriet  (Groves)  Dodge,  honored  pioneers  of 
this  county.  Her  father  took  up  his  residence 
in  the  Western  Reserve  in  the  year  1821.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Royce  have  two  daughters:  Amy, 
who  is  the  wife  of  R.  D.  Rose,  of  Youngs- 
town,  Ohio,  and  Nellie,  who  remains  at  the 
parental  home  and  is  prominent  in  the  social 
activities  of  the  communitv. 

Burton  E.  Thayer. — As  an  able  and  popu- 
lar official  of  his  native  county  Mr.  Thayer 
has  attained  prestige  which  indicates  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the  section  which 
has  ever  represented  his  home  and  in  which, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  he  is  best  known.  He 
is  now  incumbent  of  the  office  of  county  treas- 
urer of  Ashtabula  county  and  maintains  his 
home  in  Jefferson,  the  judicial  center  of  the 
county. 

He  was  born  at  Conneaut,  this  county,  on 
January  18,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and 
Laura  (Haviland)  Thayer,  who  were  num- 
bered among:  the  honored  pioneers  of  this 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  where  they 
continued  to  reside.  They  were  natives  re- 
spectively of  Ohio,  and  by  vocation  the  father 
was  a  lumberman. 

Burton  E.  Thayer  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  city,  in  whose  public  schools  he 
secured  his  early  education  and  his  initial  busi- 


ness experience.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age 
he  assumed  the  position  of  cashier  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Conneaut,  which  was  first 
organized  as  a  private  bank  under  the  name 
of  Lake,  Thayer  &  Smith,  and  he  finally  be- 
came cashier  of  the  institution,  an  executive 
office  of  which  he  continued  to  be  incumbent 
for  about  sixteen  years,  within  which  he  did 
much  to  further  the  development  of  the  large 
and  substantial  business  controlled  by  this 
bank.  For  eight  years  also  he  served  as  cash- 
ier of  the  Conneaut  Mutual  Loan  Association, 
and  he  is  well  known  in  his  native  county  as 
an  able  and  discriminating  financier.  He  re- 
signed the  last  mentioned  position  to  become 
a  candidate  for  countv  treasurer,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  in  1905  and  of  which  he 
has  since  been  incumbent.  His  former  ex- 
perience specially  well  qualified  him  for  the 
assumption  of  the  work  of  this  exacting  and 
important  office,  and  the  fiscal  affairs  of  the 
county  have  been  well  handled  during  his 
regime  as  treasurer.  Mr.  Thayer  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Citizens  Banking  &  Trust  Com- 
pany of  Conneaut,  where  he  maintained  his 
removal  to  the  county  seat,  and  he  has  other 
city  in  which  he  was  born  and  which  is  en- 
deared to  him  by  many  gracious  associations. 

In  politics  Mr.  Thayer  has  given  an  un- 
wavering allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
from  the  time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  nia- 
jority  and  the  consequent  right  of  franchise, 
and  he  has  rendered  eflFective  service  in  the 
promotion  of  the  party  cause  in  his  home 
county.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age 
he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Conneaut  township 
and  he  continued  in  tenure  of  this  office  for 
twenty-nine  consecutive  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  resigned  the  same  to  become 
treasurer  of  the  county.  He  served  also  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Con- 
neaut and  has  ever  manifested  a  most  lively 
interest  in  all  that  tends  to  promote  the  in- 
terests of  popular  education  in  Ashtabula 
countv.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  time-honored 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained 
to  the  chlvalric  degrees,  being  identified  with 
Cache  Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  and 
he  also  holds  membership  in  Conneaut  Lodge, 
Benevolent  &  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1877  was  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Thayer  to  Miss  Clara  R.  Risdon,  daughter 
of  Elial  Risdon,  a  representative  citizen  of 
Conneaut,  and  the  four  children  of  this  union 
are :    Lee  Carl,  Alice  J.,  Hazel  J.  and  Harry  E. 
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Horace  A.  Cowles. — A  native  son  of 
Geauga  county  and  a  member  of  one  of  its 
honored  pioneer  families,  Horace  A.  Cowles 
has  here  maintained  his  home  from  the  time 
of  his  nativity  and  has  well  upheld  the  pres- 
tige of  a  name  long  and  worthily  identified 
with  the  annals  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  He  has  been  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  offices  of  distinctive  public  trust 
and  is  now  incumbent  of  that  of  county  audi- 
tor, in  which  he  'is  giving  a  most  admirable 
and  satisfactory  administration.  He  was  long 
numbered  among  the  representative  farmers 
and  stock  growers  of  the  county  and  is  still 
identified  with  these  important  lines  of  enter- 
prise, being  the  owner  of  the  fine  old  home- 
stead farm  formerly  owned  by  his  grandfather, 
in  Bainbridge  township,  a  place  thus  doubly 
valued  by  him  by  reason  of  the  gracious  as- 
sociations and  memories  of  the  past. 

On  his  father's  farm  near  the  old  home- 
stead Horace  A.  Cowles  was  born  on  March 
29»  1857,  and  he  was  there  reared  under 
sturdy  discipline,  as  he  early  began  to  con- 
tribute his  quota  to  the  work  of  the  farm, 
in  the  meanwhile  duly  availing  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  the  local- 
ity and  period.  As  a  youth  he  secured  em- 
ployment in  a  cheese  factory  in  his  native 
county,  and  with  this  line  of  enterprise  he 
continued  to  be  actively  concerned  for  about 
a  decade,  after  which  he  gave  his  attention 
to  farming,  stock  growing  and  to  the  buying 
and  shipping  of  cattle  until  1905,  when  he  as- 
sumed the  office  of  county  sheriff,  as  will  be 
more  fully  noted  in  a  later  paragraph.  He 
has  been  the  owner  of  the  old  homestead  farm 
since  1881,  and  under  his  supervision  the  same 
has  become  one  of  the  model  places  of  Bain- 
bridge township,  bein<y  well  improved  and 
under  effective  cultivation  and  comprising  100 
acres  of  most  productive  land. 

Mr.  Cowles  is  a  son  of  Ausemus  and  Cyn- 
thia (Eggleston)  Cowles.  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Williamsburg,  Massachu- 
setts, on  November  6,  1829,  a  scion  of  staunch 
New  England  stock  of  English  extraction,  and 
the  latter  of  whom  was  born  at  Mantua,  Ohio, 
August  8,  1836.  When  Ausemus  Cowles  was 
a  lad  of  six  years,  his  parents  came  to  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  and  numbered  themselves  among 
the  pioneers  of  Bainbridge  township,  where 
they  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  the 
subject  of  this  review  and  previously  men- 
tioned in  this  context.  There  the  parents 
passed  the  residue  of  their  long  and  useful 


lives,  honored  pioneers  of  the  county,  and 
there  Ausemus  was  reared  to  maturity,  even- 
tually becoming  owner  of  a  nearby  farm,  where 
he  continued  his  effective  labors  as  a  farmer 
and  stock  grower  during  his  entire  active  ca- 
reer and  where  he  continued  to  reside  until 
moving  to  Dakota  about  1900.  He  was  a 
man  of  exalted  integrity  and  honor,  a  leal 
and  loyal  citizen  and  ever  commanded  the  full- 
est measure  of  popular  confidence  and  esteem 
in  the  community  in  which  virtually  his  en- 
tire life  was  passed.  He  was  a  staunch  advo- 
cate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  most  zealous  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Bain- 
bridge, of  which  he  served  as  treasurer  for 
many  years.  His  devoted  wife  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  April  19,  1887,  and  her 
remains  rest  in  the  Bainbridge  cemetery.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  concern- 
ing whom  the  following  brief  record  is  con- 
sistently perpetuated  in  this  sketch:  Horace 
A.,  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  resides 
in  Chardon,  the  county  seat;  Lucius  E.  is  a 
resident  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania;  Alice 
L.  is  the  wife  of  John  Bliss,  of  Lakota,  North 
Dakota ;  Eva  L.  is  the  wife  of  William  Fair- 
banks and  likewise  resides  in  Lakota ;  William 
G.  died  at  Clova,  Canada,  in  January,  1909; 
and  Frederick  E.  resides  at  Lakota,  North 
Dakota. 

Horace  A.  Cowles  has  been  a  zealous 
worker  iii  the  local  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party  and  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held 
in  his  native  county  is  well  indicated  in  the 
various  official  positions  in  which  he  has  been 
called  upon  to  serve  the  oublic.  In  1905  he 
was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  giving  a 
most  satisfactory  administration  and  being 
chosen  as  his  own  successor,  thus  serving  two 
terms  of  two  years  each.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  he  was  elected  county  audi- 
tor, entering  upon  the  discharc^e  of  the  respon- 
sible duties  of  this  office  on  October  18,  1909. 
His  term  of  office  is  two  years,  and  in  his 
present  position  he  will  continue  to  safeguard 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  his  home  county, 
in  whose  welfare  and  progress  he  has  ever 
shown  a  loval  and  vital  concern.  For  three 
years  he  served  effectively  as  chief  probation 
officer  of  the  county,  retiring  from  this  posi- 
tion in  loio.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowles  are 
earnest  and  valued  members  of  the  Christian 
church  in  Chardon,  in  which  he  is  an  elder,  as 
well  as  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school. 
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In  a  fraternal  way  he  is  affiliated  with  Char- 
don  Lodge,  No.  93,  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons. 

On  December  19,  1878,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Cowles  to  Miss  Jennie  V. 
Bliss,  who  was  born  in  North  Amherst,  Lo- 
rain county,  this  state,  on  March  8,  1861,  and 
who  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Bainbridge  and  Chagrin  Falls,  Geauga  county. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Ambrose  and  Sarah 
(Baker)  Bliss,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Bainbridge  township,  Geauga  county,  De- 
cember 22,  1835,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was 
born  in  Newbury,  Geauga  county,  July  16, 
1835.  Ambrose  Bliss  eventually  became  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  at  Chagrin  Falls,  where  his 
death  occurred  on  August  7,  1867.  His  mar- 
riage to  Sarah  Baker  was  solemnized  Septem- 
ber 4,  1855,  and  his  wife  long  survived  him, 
having  been  summoned  to  eternal  rest  on  Jan- 
uary 25,  1899,  and  both  being  members  of  the 
Christian  church  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Bainbridge.  Of 
their  two  children  Mrs.  Cowles  is  the  younger, 
and  her  brother,  Benjamin  O.,  who  was  born 
in  North  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  April  28, 
1859,  is  now  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Oeve- 
land.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowles  became  the  par- 
ents of  four  children,  concerning  whom  the 
following  data  are  given :  Roy  H.,  born  in 
Bainbridge,  October  4,  1879,  was  educated  in 
Hiram  College,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Bur- 
lington, Iowa;  Rita  Bliss,  born  in  Bainbridge, 
November  13,  1881,  was  afforded  the  advan- 
tages of  Hiram  College  and  the  normal  school 
at  Angola,  Indiana,  is  a  talented  musician, 
having  been  a  successful  teacher  of  piano  and 
v^iolin,  and  is  now  deputy  under  her  father  in 
•che  office  of  the  county  auditor :  an  infant  son, 
6orn  October  10,  1884,  died  on  the  19th  of 
the  following  month ;  and  Charles  Carlton, 
born  May  i,  1889,  died  March  3,  1893. 

Edward  Patch  in. — A  man  of  sterling  char- 
acter and  genuine  worth,  Edward  Patchin, 
now  living  retired  from  business  pursuits  in 
Chardon,  Geauga  county,  is  especially  worthy 
of  mention  in  this  volume.  A  son  of  Linson 
T.  Patchin,  he  was  born  March  6,  1840,  in 
Newberry,  Geauga  county,  coming  from  ex- 
cellent New  England  ancestry. 

Born  in  Connecticut,  Linson  T.  Patchin 
came  with  his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve 
in  1804.  when  a  boy.  He  assisted  in  much  of 
of  the  pioneer  work  of  felling  the  forests,  and 
on  attaining  manhood  bought  land  and  was 


engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  his  home- 
stead in  Newberry  until  his  death,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1853.  He  was  active  in  public  and  mili- 
tary affairs,  serving  as  captain  of  a  company 
of  militia,  and  for^  a  number  of  years  being 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  married  Amoret 
Stone,  who  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Vene  Stone,  who  was  very 
prominent  in  public  matters,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  served  as  associate  justice.  She  sur- 
vived her  husband,  passing  away  in  the  win- 
ter of  1 88 1,  and  being  buried  beside  her  hus- 
band in  the  cemetery  at  West  Burton.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Eliza  Ann,  wife  of  Abraham  Van  Etten,  of 
Cleveland;  Betsey,  deceased,  was  the  wife  of 
the  late  Alexander  Burnett;  Charles  L.,  de- 
ceased ;  Henry,  deceased ;  Caroline,  deceased, 
was  the  wife  of  Smith  Beardsley;  Edward, 
the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Electa,  de? 
ceased,  married  E.  A.  Bedient;  Calista,  wife 
of  Henry  Shepherd ;  and  David,  unmarried, 
lives  in  Washington. 

Growing  to  man's  estate  on  the  old  home- 
stead, Edward  Patchin  acquired  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  con- 
tinuing his  studies  at  an  academy  in  Burton 
and  at  Hiram  College.  He  subsequently 
taught  in  th^  district  schools  three  winters,  in 
the  meantime  working  on  the  farm  summers. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  in  re- 
sponse to  the  first  call  for  troops,  Mr.  Patchin 
enlisted  in  Company  F,  Nineteenth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  for  three  months.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time  he  enlisted  for  a  term 
of  three  years  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
appointed  sergeant  of  his  company.  He  en- 
listed in  this  company  August  8,  1862,  and  on 
October  8,  1862,  at  the  Battle  of  Perryville, 
he  was  seriously  wounded,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing December  was  honorably  discharged  from 
the  service,  being  permanently  disabled.  Re- 
turning home,  Mr.  Patchin  taught  school  one 
winter,  afterwards  becoming  interested  in  the 
oil  fields  of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  Mr.  Patchin  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Geauga  county,  and  served  two 
terms  or  four  years.  He  was  subsequentlv  en- 
gaged in  the  fire  insurance  business  in  Char- 
don for  a  number  of  years,  doing  such  satis- 
factory work  that  he  was  then  appointed  gen- 
eral agent  and  adjuster  for  the  Concordia  Fire 
Insurance  Company,  of  Milwaukee,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  for  twentv-three  years  traveled  over 
four   states   in   following  that  line  of  work. 
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Giving  up  the  position  in  1904,  Mr.  Patchin 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Char- 
don,  but  since  that  time  has  lived  retired  from 
active  business,  enjoying  to  the  utmost  the 
comforts  of  his  pleasant  home. 

Politically  identified  with  the  Republican 
party,  Mr.  Patchin  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Republican  County  Committee,  and  has  ren- 
dered appreciated  service  as  a  delegate  to 
county,  district  and  state  conventions,  and  on 
several  occasions  acting  as  chairman  of  the 
Republican  County  Conventions.  In  addition 
to  serving  as  county  treasurer  four  years,  he 
has  been  mayor  of  Chardon,  and  for  several 
terms  was  assessor  of  Chardon  and  of  Char- 
don township.  He  is  a  most  loyal  and  pro- 
P^ressive  citizen,  and  is  among  the  foremost 
m  forwarding  all  enterprises  conducive  to  the 
general  welfare  and  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  May  20,  1869,  Mr.  Patchin  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Anna  M.  Canfield,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  L.  and  Mary  Ann  (Kerr) 
Canfield,  coming  on  the  paternal  side  from 
honored  New  England  ancestry.  Her  grand- 
father, Hilen  Canfield,  born  and  bred  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, came  from  there  to  the  Western 
Reserve  with  his  family  in  1814,  making  the 
long  journey  through  the  almost  pathless 
woods  with  an  ox  team,  and  being  forty-eight 
days  on  the  way.  He  settled  in  Geauga  county 
and  here  his  son,  Christopher  L.  Canfield,  was 
born  in  1822.  The  Kerr  family  came  to  Ohio 
from  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day,  and  for 
many  years  William  Kerr,  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Patchin,  was  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
Reserve,  serving  as  sheriff,  auditor  and  re- 
corder of  Geauga  county,  that  being  before 
Lake  county  was  set  off  from  it.  Two  children 
have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patchin,  Ru- 
fus  PTarry  and  Mary  Amoret.  Rufus  Harry 
Patchin  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the 
Chardon  public  schools,  receiving:  his  diploma 
from  the  high  school  in  t88q.  He  afterwards 
entered  Allegheny  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1803  with  the  dee:ree  of  B.  A. 
Then,  after  teaching  school  for  a  year  in 
Chardon  and  two  years  at  Mentor  he  took  a 
law  course  at  the  Ohio  State  University  at 
Columbus,  after  his  graduation  from  that  in- 
stitution entering  the  law  office  of  Ranney  & 
Fuller,  of  Cleveland.  For  two  years  he  was 
cotmected  with  the  legal  department  of  the 
state  fire  marshal's  office.  Retiring  from  that 
position  in  1002,  he  was  actively  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession 


in  Chardon  until  1908,  when  he  was  elected 
to  his  present  position  as  prosecuting  attorney 
of  Geauga  county,  a  position  which  he  is  fill- 
ing most  ably  and  satisfactorily.  He  married, 
January  2,  1905,  Catherine  Burke,  of  Cleve- 
land. 

Mary  Amoret  Patchin,  like  her  brother,  is 
highly  educated  and  talented.  After  complet- 
ing the  high  school  course  in  Chardon  she  en- 
tered Wellesley  College  at  Wellesley,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  was  there  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1906.  She  has  since  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  Young  Women's 
Christian  Association,  and  is  now  in  Cham- 
paign, Illinois,  where  she  is  connected  with  the 
University  of  Illinois. 

Mrs.  Patchin  is  a  woman  of  much  culture, 
occupying  a  prominent  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  Chardon.  She  is  a  member  of  Tay- 
lor Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  and  a  member  of  the 
Progress  Club,  which  was  instrumental  in 
founding  the  Chardon  Public  Library,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  Ruby  Chapter,  O.  E.  S.  Re- 
ligiously she  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  Mr.  Patchin  is  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  Reed  Post,  No.  387,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which 
he  has  filled  most  of  the  offices,  and  from 
which  he  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  state  encampments.  He  is  prominent 
in  Masonic  circles,  belonging  to  the  Blue 
Lodge,  the  Chapter,  and  to  the  Oriental  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  of  Cleveland,  In  January, 
1910,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Patchin  were  appointed 
probation  officers  for  Geauga  county.  Mrs. 
Patchin  is  also  a  member  of  the  Woman's 
Relief  Corps,  and  takes  great  interest  in  pro- 
moting the  good  of  the  organization. 

Elrkrt  Julian  Burrell. — ^The  attainment 
of  a  distinguished  position  in  financial  circles 
canie  to  Elbert  Julian  Burrell.  His  was  truly 
a  successful  life,  and  he  left  his  impress  upon 
the  industrial  communities  with  which  he  was 
identified,  while  there  was  no  shadow  of  wrong 
or  injustice  to  mar  his  splendid  career.  A 
native  of  the  Western  Reserve,  he  was  bom  at 
Leroy,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  May  30,  1845, 
but  was  a  boy  when  he  came  with  his  parents, 
George  and  Marionett  (Barnes)  Burrell,  to 
Ridgeville  township  in  Lorain  county,  and  he 
was  reared  on  a  farm  there,  receiving,  his  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools,  which  he  attended 
only  during  the  winter  months,  and  worked  on 
the  farm  during  the  summers.  His  father  also 
owned  a  mill  in  Ridgeville,  and  the  young  lad 
also  spent  much  of  his  time  there,  thus  gaining . 
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the  insight  into  machinery  which  shaped  much 
of  his  after  Hfe.  In  about  the  year  of  1870  he 
went  to  Michigan  and  engaged  in  lumbering, 
but,  owing  to  a  severe  injury  which  he  re- 
ceived by  the  explosion  of  a  boiler  in  the  mill, 
he  turned  his  attention  to  the  manufacture  of 
chemicals,  originating  an  improved  process  for 
the  making  of  alcohol,  which  was  used  by 
sixteen  large  companies  in  Michigan,  Tennes- 
see, Canada  and  Wisconsin,  in  all  of  which 
Mr.  Burrell  was  interested. 

While  he  did  not  make  Elyria  the  place  of 
his  residence,  his  business  interests  constantlv 
calling  him  to  different  parts  of  the  country, 
he  owned  a  home  here  and  had  always  ex- 
pected to  finally  settle  here.  For  several  years 
he  suffered  from  poor  health,  and  during  the 
year  and  a  half  preceding  his  death  he  was  an 
invalid.  He  died  at  Manistique,  Michigan,  on 
the  28th  of  December,  1905,  and  was  buried  in 
Ridge  Lawn  cemetery  in  Elyria.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  In  1868 
he  married  Mrs.  Mahala  Sharp,  born  in  Mor- 
row county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Effie  (Shafer)  Graves,  born  respectively  in 
New  York  and  in  Ridgeville,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Burrell  first  married  George  S. 
Sharp,  and  they  had  twin  sons,  Hon.  William 
G.,  of  Elyria,  present  member  of  congress 
from  the  Fourteenth  district,  and  Hon.  George 
W.  Sharp,  the  latter  prominent  in  the  public 
life  of  Michigan,  a  senator  from  the  Thirtieth 
district,  being  then  a  resident  of  Newburg, 
Michigan,  but  now  residing  in  Cleveland.  A 
son,  Orpheus,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bur- 
rell, but  he  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half 
years.  Mrs.  Burrell  is  a  member  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  church  at  Mt.  Gilead,  Ohio,  which  was 
formerly  her  place  of  residence,  and  is  active 
in  charitable  and  church  work,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  several  women's  organizations.  She  is 
also  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Old  Ladies* 
Home  at  Elyria. 

Hartley  C.  Parsons. — A  man  of  scholarly 
attainments,  cultured  and  talented.  Hartley  C. 
Parsons,  of  Chardon,  is  a  man  of  good  busi- 
ness ability  and  judgment  and  one  of  the  suc- 
cessful and  enterprising  newspaper  men  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  He  was  born,  April  15, 
1877,  in  Chardon,  a  son  of  Wilder  C.  Par- 
sons, and  is  a  splendid  representative  of  the 
native-bom  citizens  of  Geauga  county,  his  nat- 
ural endowments  and  mental  force  of  charac- 
ter placing  him  among  the  foremost  citizens 
of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.     A 


life-long  resident  of  Geauga  county,  Wilder 
C.  Parsons  has  for  many  years  been  actively 
identified  with  the  mercantile  interests  of  Char- 
don, and  is  now  carrying  on  a  substantial 
business  as  head  of  the  firm  of  Parsons  & 
Cook,  well-known  jewelers  and  stationers.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Laura  M.  Steph- 
enson, was  born  and  bred  in  Iowa. 

A  product  of  the  Chardon  public  schools, 
Hartley  C.  Parsons  was  graduated  from  its 
high  school  with  the  class  of  1896,  and  the 
following  two  years  he  was  here  employed 
in  the  bicycle  business.  Going  then  to  Ann 
Arbor,  he  attended  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan three  and  one-half  years,  while  there  be- 
ing assistant  business  manas:er  of  The  IVol- 
I'crinc,  a  college  publication  of  the  university, 
in  this  position  developing  a  taste  for  journal- 
i<itic  work.  Previous  to  that  time,  however, 
Mr.  Parsons,  while  yet  a  student  in  the  Char- 
don High  School,  had  a  printing  press  of  his 
own  and  did  a  general  job  printing  business, 
thus  early  demonstrating  his  ability  in  this  line 
of  industrv. 

On  leaving  college  Mr.  Parsons  embarked 
in  the  manufacturing  of  maple  products,  con- 
ducting the  business  under  the  name  of  the 
Parsons  Maple  Company  for  three  years.  In 
1905  the  Geauga  Printing  Company  was  or- 
ganized, taking  over  three  newspaper  proper- 
ties, The  Geauga  Refniblican,  The  Geauga 
County  Record  and  The  Middlefield  Times, 
the  Record  being  a  Democratic  paper,  while 
the  other  two  were  Republican.  Each  of  these 
papers  were  continued  by  the  new  organiza- 
tion, each  maintaining  its  distinctive  political 
features  under  separate  editorial  management 
until  April  i,  1909,  when  the  two  Republican 
journals  were  combined  and  continued  under 
the  name  of  the  Geauga  Republican,  When 
the  Geauga  Printing  Company  was  incorpo- 
rated Mr,  Parsons  became  secretary  of  the 
company  and  managing  editor  of  the  Repub- 
lican, continuing  in  those  positions  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1909,  when  he  was  made  general  man- 
ager, secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  company, 
and  managing  editor  of  the  Geauga  Repub- 
lican. These  positions  he  has  since  filled  with 
ability,  gaining  a  reputation  as  a  first  class 
journalist  and  as  a  man  of  superior  executive 
and  business  skill.  He  is  also  financially  in- 
terested as  a  stockholder  in  several  other  busi- 
ness concerns,  being  intimately  associated  with 
the  varied  interests  of  the  city. 

One  of  the  leading  Republicans  of  Geauga 
county,  Mr.  Parsons  has  been  very  active  in 
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party  affairs,  and  is  now  the  Chardon  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Central  Committee,  of  which 
he  is  chairman;  and  is  a  member  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Republican  County  Executive 
Committee.  He  has  served  as  a  delegate  to 
countv.  district  and  state  conventions,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  vice-presidents  of  the  famous 
Garfield  Republican  Club,  representing  Geauga 
county.  While  he  is  active  in  political  cir- 
cles, Mr.  Parsons  has  never  been  an  office 
seeker.  His  father,  however,  was  for  six 
years  postmaster  at  Chardon. 

Mr.  Parsons  is  a  musician,  much  interested 
in  the  advancement  of  the  musical  standards 
of  town,  city  and  county,  and  for  many  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Chardon  Musical 
Culture  Club.  Religiously  he  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
which  he  is  serving  as  steward.  A  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  ever  alive  to 
the  interests  of  his  community,  Mr.  Parsons 
has  been  especially  active  in  the  matter  of  es- 
tablishing good  roads  throughout  this  section 
of  the  Reserve,  and  in  any  list  of  names  at- 
tached to  projects  of  public  welfare  his  signa- 
ture is  invariablv  found. 

Patrick  J.  Callahan  has  spent  many  years 
of  his  life  in  Ashtabula  county,  a  prominent 
representative  of  its  agricultural  interests,  but 
he  is  a  native  son  of  Ireland,  born  in  County 
Limerick,  December  26,  1843,  ^"^  ^^^  received 
his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of  his 
native  land.  His  parents,  Michael  and  Mar- 
garet (Burns)  Callahan,  are  both  now  dead, 
the  father  dving  in  Ireland.  Leaving  the  land 
of  his  nativity,  Patrick  J.  Callahan  arrived  on 
American  shores  after  a  voyage  of  seven  weeks 
and  he  made  his  wav  to  Painesville,  Ohio, 
being  at  that  time  eighteen  years  of  age.  He 
later  secured  employment  with  the  Philadel- 
phia and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  and  for 
eighteen  years  was  foreman  of  a  company  of 
men  engaged  in  laying  track  and  helped  to 
build  the  first  railroad  across  the  plains.  In 
1877  he  located  on  a  farm  in  Trumbull  town- 
ship, where  he  now  owns  an  estate  of  eighty- 
four  acres,  and  some  years  ago  he  was  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  the  raising  of  cattle 
and  sheep.  He  has  served  two  years  as  a 
road  supervisor,  and  during  the  past  seventeen 
years  has  been  one  of  the  trustees  of  Trumbull 
township.  His  political  allegiance  is  given  to 
the  Republican  party. 

He  married  in  1877  Ellen  Burns,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland  in  1843,  ^"^  ^^^^^  union  has 


been  without  issue.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Callahan 
are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church. 

Thomas  S.  Stephenson. — During  many 
years  Thomas  S.  Stephenson  was  identified 
with  the  farming  interests  of  Ashtabula 
county,  but  he  has  recently  sold  his  estate  of 
100  acres  in  Denmark  township  and  will  re- 
tire to  a  private  life.  He  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  on  April  11,  1850,  and  his 
mother,  Phebe  (Johnson)  Stephenson,  also 
had  her  nativity  in  the  commonwealth,  born 
in  1 8 14,  but  the  father,  Samuel,  was  born  in 
the  mother  country  of  England  in  1808.  He 
died  in  November,  of  1879,  ^"^  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  many  years  and  died  in  Octo- 
ber of  1896. 

Thomas  S.  Stephenson  came  to  Ashtabula 
county  from  Norwalk,  Ohio,  on  March  10, 
1 879,  and  his  home  has  since  been  within 
its  borders,  and  he  has  long  been  numbered 
among  its  representative  citizens.  He  married 
Florella  Marsh,  born  on  February  7,  1852,  and 
the  following  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union :  Bertha,  who  was  born  December  6, 
1879,  married  Jerry  Jones  and  lives  in  Sharon, 
Pennsylvania:  Leon,  born  December  12,  1884, 
resides  in  Mercer,  that  state ;  Frank,  born 
March  29,  1891,  resides  in  the  west.  Mr. 
Stephenson  married  for  his  second  wife  Eliza- 
beth .Snvder,  and  their  union  has  been  without 
issue.  Mr.  Stephenson  in  politics  has  allied 
his  interests  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
he  has  served  his  community  three  years  as 
a  constable.  He  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Brethren  church.* 

Harrison  G.  Blake,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Vermont  in 
the  year  of  1818,  and  came  to  Medina  when 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  at  once  commenced 
the  active  duties  of  life  by  enterine:  as  a  clerk 
in  the  pioneer  business  houses  of  Medina,  and 
continued  this  occupation  for  several  years; 
then  commenced  business  on  his  own  account. 
His  energy  and  capacity  for  business  had  so 
impressed  his  business  acquaintances  with  his 
capacity  and  energy  and  push  that  the  thought 
to  lose  Mr.  Blake  from  the  business  of  the 
town  would  be  a  great  setback  to  its  busi- 
ness. After  his  years  of  struggle  in  business 
with  others  he  purchased  the  corner  lot  now 
known  as  the  Old  Phoenix  Block,  the  largest 
business  corner  in  town,  and  was  after  a  few 
years  burned  out.     Notwithstanding  this  sad 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1525 


blow  to  his  business  prosperity,  he  determined 
at  once  to  rebuild  on  a  larger  scale  than  before 
and  erected  what  is  called  the  Old  Phoenix 
Block*  the  largest  business  structure  in  town, 
and  which  is  the  largest  single  business  struc- 
ture in  the  town  today.  Later  in  life  Mr. 
Blake  established  the  Old  Phoenix  National 
Bank,  one  of  the  solid  business  institutions 
of  the  town  today.  Also,  with  his  varied  and 
many  business  cares,  he  found  time  to  study 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  became 
a  practicing  attorney.  Later  on  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  legislature  in  Ohio  and  served 
two  terms.  He  was  the  author  of  the  law 
which  repealed  and  wiped  from  the  statute 
books  the  infamous  and  disgraceful  Black 
Laws  of  Ohio.  He  carried  into  his  legisla- 
tive duties  the  same  energy  and  push  that 
had  hitherto  attended  all  enterprises  he  had 
undertaken,  and  became  a  popular  and  the 
leading  citizen  of  Medina  county,  and  which 
he  retained  to  the  day  of  his  death.  He  was 
a  progressive  man  in  everything  which  related 
to  the  progress  and  betterment  of  human  kind. 
The  first  temperance  lecture  that  I  ever  heard 
was  one  he  made  at  River  Styx  when  I  was 
quite  a  small  boy.  He  was  a  young  man  then, 
but  to  my  mind  his  speech  was  able  and  direct, 
and  pictured  the  horrors  of  intemperance  in 
lively,  vivid  colors,  and  it  made  so  strong  an 
impression  on  my  mind  and  I  thought  of  what 
he  said  so  often  in  life  that  I  know  that  it 
had  a  guiding  influence  over  my  future  life. 
I  have  no  doubt  it  impressed  others  as  it  did 
me,  and  in  the  main  did  much  good.  Mr. 
Blake,  in  his  earlier  years  of  .political  life, 
was  a  Whig.  He  was  not  at  home  here.  The 
party  was  pro  slavery,  and  otherwise  very 
conservative.  It  was  not  in  touch  with  the 
growing  sentiment  of  the  freedom-loving  spirit 
of  the  masses.  The  old  Whig  as  well  as  the 
Democratic  party  were  the  corner-stones  of 
African  slavery  in  the  conduct  of  the  govern- 
ment. The  great  majority  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  under  the  laws  of  evolution  and 
progress  had  outgrown  these  corner-stones  of 
human  bondage,  and  were  rapidly  forming  for 
a  more  progressive  and  humane  party.  The 
time  came  when  the  old  Whig  party  could  no 
longer  wallow  in  its  conservative  bondage  at 
the  shrine  of  human  slaverv,  and  like  other  or- 
ganizations that  had  outlived  its  usefulness, 
went  the  way  that  evolution  directed,  went  to 
its  death,  to  give  place  to  a  more  active  and 
progressive  partv ;  hence  the  Whig  party  died 
and  the  Republican  party  was  born,  and   in 


1856  the  progressive  political  element  of  the 
country  gathered  around  the  banner  of  John 
C.  Fremont,  the  pathfinder,  and  nominated 
him  for  president.  This  is  known  as  the  1856 
campaign  in  our  history.  The  whole  nation 
was  ablaze  with  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  a 
larger  liberty  for  the  surging  masses,  who 
could  no  longer  be  held  in  the  leading-strings 
of  the  slave  power.  The  whole  scene  is  to- 
day vivid  in  my  memory,  for  I  was  one  of  the 
actors  in  this  great  drama  of  human  progress. 
To  say  that  Mr.  Blake  was  enthused  in  this 
great  struggle  is  to  put  it  very  mildly.  The 
spirit  of  the  patriots  of  old  had  come  to  life 
again.  His  speeches  were  of  the  high  grade, 
patriotic  Orator.  He  held  great  masses  of  the 
people  spellbound  by  his  patriotic  oratory.  He 
talked  to  great  crowds  during  this  campaign, 
and  wherever  he  was  heard  converts  by  the 
hundreds  rallied  around  his  standard.  If  Mr. 
Blake  had  done  no  greater  work  in  his  life 
than  this  alone,  it  should  entitle  him  to  a 
lasting  record  in  the  annals  of  his  country. 
But  the  great  work  of  his  life  had  not  come  to 
him  yet.  In  186 1  he  was  elected  to  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  He  served  his  first 
term  and  was  re-elected  to  serve  the  second, 
and  served  four  years.  During  the  last  term 
he  conceived,  wrote  and  introduced  a  bill  es- 
tablishing the  postal  order  system  of  the 
United  States,  which  has  grown  to-day  to  im- 
mense proportions,  in  forty  years  attached  to 
the  business  of  the  United  States  postoffice. 
The  act  authorizing  the  establishment  of  the 
postal  money  order  systems  was  passed  and 
approved  May  17,  1864,  and  the  business  was 
put  into  operation  in  November.  In  1865  the 
number  of  money  order  offices,  ending  June 
30,  1865,  was  419,  and  the  number  of  domestic 
money  orders  issued  was  74,227.  And  the 
amount  of  domestic  money  orders  paid  this 
year  was  $1,313,577.08.  In  1875  the  num- 
ber of  money  orders  issued  by  the  postal 
authorities  was  3,404,  and  the  number  of 
domestic  orders  issued  was  5,006,32.^,  and 
the  amount  of  domestic  orders  paid  and 
repaid  was  $77,431,251.58,  and  the  amount  of 
domestic  money  orders  paid  and  repaid  was 
,$77,361,690.75.  In  a  single  decade,  from  1875 
to  1885,  the  business  had  grown  to  the  follow- 
ing proportions:  In  1885,  number  of  domestic 
money  order  offices  had  grown  to  7,056,  and 
the  number  of  domestic  money  orders  issued, 
to  7,725,893,  and  the  amount  of  domestic 
money  orders,  to  $117,858,921.27.  In  the  year 
1895  the  number  of  money  order  offices  had 
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increased  in  the  nation  to  19,961,  and  the  num- 
ber of  domestic  orders  issued  was  22,031,120, 
amounting  to  $156,709,089.77.  In  the  year 
1908  the  number  of  money  order  offices  had 
increased  to  43,313,  and  the  number  of  orders 
issued  was  64,864,570,  in  amount  of  $498,- 
699,637.49.  Since  the  establishment  of  the 
money  order  system  in  1865,  up  to  1908,  thje 
colossal  sum  of  $6,745,253,031.89  in  this  one 
department  of  the  government  alone;  $6,745,- 
253,031.89  is  a  colossal  sum  of  money,  even 
for  the  government  to  set  in  motion  through 
the  postoffice  of  the  government.  The  vast 
sum  given  by  the  postoffice  department  even 
baffles  the  comprehension  of  the  mathema- 
tician. It  is  set  down  in  amount  in  figures 
correctly,  but  even  his  keen  mathematical  skill 
in  the  unit  of  actuals  of  computation  he  does 
not  comprehend  the  vast  amount;  and  this 
great  sum  set  in  motion  by  the  postoffice  de- 
partment during  a  period  of  forty-four  years 
of  practice  under  the  money  order  law  con- 
ceived by  the  brain  of  the  Hon.  Harrison  G. 
Blake. 

In  1865  my  recollection  is  that  there  was  r.o 
bank  in  Medina,  and  no  place  for  the  business- 
men to  buv  a  draft  on  New  York  or  other 
cities,  and  no  place  for  them  to  make  deposits 
of  their  money.  My  judgment  is  that  this  must 
have  been  patent  to  Mr.  Blake  at  the  time  he 
conceived  and  introduced  his  money  order  bill. 
Thousands  and  thousands  of  towns  in  Ohio 
and  other  states  that  were  in  need  of  relief  in 
obtaining  valid  vouchers  in  the  payment  of 
debts  in  all  the  states  of  the  Union.  The  es- 
tablishment of  the  postal  money  order  law  was 
a  happy  deliverance  from  the  necessities  of 
the  world  of  business  in  securing  from  the 
government  a  medium  of  exchange  in  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  and  otherwise  that  had  here- 
tofore been  denied  them,  and  millions  of  peo- 
ple all  over  the  nation  were  accommodated  as 
never  before.  The  enactment  of  this  system  fur- 
nished such  relief  as  people  needed.  From  the 
days  of  my  young  manhood  I  have  studied 
carefully  the  operations  of  the  government  un- 
til now ;  I  have  been  a  vigilant  student  of  the 
great  enactments  of  the  government  of  the 
people,  and  to-day  in  my  memory  I  can  find  no 
single  law  that  has  been  placed  on  the  statute 
books  of  the  nation  that  has  done  so  much 
good,  has  been  so  great  3,  relief  to  the  people 
in  the  matter  of  exchange  and  otherwise,  as 
the  postal  money  order  law  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  Blake  himself  had  no  adequate 
and  just  conception  of  its  growth,  use  and  con- 


venience to  the  people  when  his  bill  became  a 
law.  If  in  forty  years  the  government  has  been 
able  to  transmit  through  its  mails  over  six 
thousand  millions  in  money  of  its  postal  or- 
ders, what  mav  be  the  vast  sum  at  the  end  of  a 
hundred  years  of  practical  work.  This  propo- 
sition staggers  the  imagination  in  forecasting 
the  increased  values  which  the  money  order 
system  will  produce  at  the  end  of  a  century 
from  its  birth,  in  its  practical  application  to 
national  and  business  life.  And  should  the 
present  govenment  exist  for  a  period  of  two 
hundred  years,  with  the  postal  order  system  in 
its  present  tide  of  full  national  prosperity,  no 
imagination  is  fruitful  and  far-seeing  enough 
to  predict  the  number  of  the  thousands  of  mil- 
lions of  dollars  that  will  pass  through  its  mails 
in  that  far-away  time.  In  my  judgment  the 
establishment  of  the  money  order  system,  ab- 
stractly considered  in  its  units  of  benefit  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  people,  has  no  equal  and  no 
superior  as  a  single  measure  among  all  the 
laws  from  the  inception  of  the  government 
until  now.  The  inception  of  Mr.  Blake  to 
found  this  system  and  make  it  a  popular 
branch  of  the  government  was  a  master- 
stroke of  direct  -policy  in  the  interest  of  the 
whole  people  of  the  nation.  And  this  followed 
in  line  of  the  formative  character  of  the  man. 
By  nature  he  was  intensely  democratic  in  sen- 
timent. He  was  emphatically  a  man  of  the 
people,  for  the  people  and  by  the  people.  On 
this  living  question  he  was  sound  to  the  core. 
In  his  legislative  life  he  was  always  with  the 
people  and  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  In 
these  latter  days  we  are  degenerating  from 
this  solid  bulwark  established  by  the  fathers 
of  the  republic.  The  founding  of  the  money 
order  system  entitles  Mr.  Blake  to  a  lasting, 
enduring,  national  fame,  for  good  .deeds  done 
in  the  cause  of  the  whole  people  of  a  great 
nation.  He  was  fifty-eight  years  old  when 
he  died.  He  had  lived  an  active,  useful  life, 
and  when  he  left  the  scenes  of  earth  life  his 
life  was  crowned  with  many  honors,  well  de- 
served. By  Judge  A.  Munson. 


Lemuel  K.  Ritscher  is  one  of  the  vener- 
able citizens  of  the  village  of  Madison,  where 
he  has  maintained  his  home  for  more  than  half 
a  century,  save  for  a  brief  interval  passed  else- 
where in  the  state,  and  here  he  is  now  living 
virtually  retired,  after  having  been  engaged  in 
the  carriage  and  hardware  business  for  a  long 
period  of  years.    He  and  his  devoted  wife  are 
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numbered  among  the  honored  pioneer  citizens 
of  this  community,  where  their  circle  of  friends 
is  circumscribed  only  by  that  of  their  acquaint- 
ances. 

Mr.  Ritscher  was  born  on  Washington 
street,  in  the  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1831,  and  in  his  native  place 
he  was  reared  and  educated.  In  his  youth  he 
there  entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
trade  of  carriagemaking,  in  the  shop  of  J.  B. 
Turnbull  &  Sons,  and  he  served  for  five  years, 
receiving  in  compensation  for  his  services  his 
board  and  the  princely  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
a  year  for  the  first  two  years.  Thereafter  he 
did  piecework,  at  which  he  earned  for  the  com- 
pany one  dollar  for  each  piece  turned  out, 
while  he  himself  received  his  board  and  the 
sum  of  three  and  one-half  dollars  per  week." 
At  the  end  of  his  five  years'  apprenticeship  he 
had  no  money  to  show  for  his  time,  but  had 
become  a  skilled  workman  at  his  trade.  In 
April,  1852,  he  started  for  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, but  he  soon  afterward  returned  to 
Newark  and  entered  the  employ  of  the  firm  in 
whose  establishment  he  had  served  his  appren- 
ticeship. He  was  made  foreman  of  the  shop, 
in  which  eight  men  were  under  his  supervi- 
sion, and  he  was  there  employed  until  he  came 
to  Ohio.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Aaron 
Kent  and  his  sons  had  come  to  Ohio  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  and  he  secured  a  tract  of  land 
on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  in  Perry  township, 
in  which  locality  his  brother  Levi  had  taken 
up  his  abode  several  years  previously.  Jacob 
Kent,  the  father  of  Aaron  Kent,  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  served 
under  Washington,  in  New  Jersey,  where  he 
owned  a  farm,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  authentic 
record  that  General  Washington  was  enter- 
tained at  one  or  more  meals  at  the  home  of 
the  Kent  family.  Aaron  Kent  improved  a 
good  farm  in  Perry  township,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  In 
1854  Lemuel  K.  Ritscher,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
P.  Whitehead,  whose  death  occurred  only  one 
year  and  seventeen  days  later,  and  he  then 
sought  change  and  respite  from  his  sorrow  by 
joining  his  grandfather  in  Ohio,  to  which  state 
he  came  in  August,  1855.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  village  of  Madison,  where  he 
was  employed  as  a  journeyman  at  his  trade 
until  18(57,  when  he  went  to  Painesville,  the 
county  seat,  where  he  was  for  ten  years  a 
valued  employe  in  the  factory  of  the  Paines- 
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ville  Carriage  Company.  In  1877  ^^  removed 
to  Defiance,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the  ern- 
ploy  of  J.  B.  Turnbull,  his  former  employer  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  who  had  established  a 
wheel  factory  in  Defiance.  Later  Mr.  Ritscher 
returned  to  Madison,  where,  in  1881,  he  estab- 
lished himself  in  the  hardware  business,  as  a 
manufacturer  and  dealer,  and  he  continued  to 
be  actively  identified  with  this  line  of  enter- 
prise for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  lived  essentially  retired. 

In  the  home  in  which  he  now  resides,  on  the 
28th  of  DecemBer,  1857,  Mr.  Ritscher  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  R.  Gager, 
daughter  of  Aaron  and  Harriett  (S wetland) 
Gager,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Massachusetts. 
Salmon  Swetland,  father  of  Mrs.  Gager,  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ohio,  and  settled  on 
the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  near  Conneaut.  An 
interesting  incident  in  his  career  is  here  related 
in  brief:  Mr.  Swetland  was  called  from  bed 
early  one  morning  and  informed  that  his  neigh- 
bors had  driven  a  deer  to  the  shore,  where 
the  animal  took  to  the  water.  He  proceeded 
to  the  scene,  and,  hurriedly  seizing  a  piece  of 
rail  as  a  paddle,  stepped  into  a  dug-out  canoe 
for  the  purpose  of  paddling  to  a  point  beyond 
the  deer  and  turning  it  back  toward  the  shore. 
By  the  time  he  had  reached  a  position  further 
out  than  that  of  the  deer  and  had  headed  the 
animal  toward  the  shore,  the  wind  had  risen 
to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  unable  to  make 
his  way  back  to  the  shore.  To  avoid  over- 
turning his  canoe  he  had  to  keep  it  across  the 
waves  and  was  carried  out  into  the  lake.  He 
held  his  course,  and  after  about  fifteen  hours 
of  battling  with  the  storm  and  high-running 
sea,  he  landed  on  Land  Point,  Ontario,  Can- 
ada. Upon  disembarkings  utterly  exhausted, 
he  chanced  to  see  a  box  in  the  water,  and  upon 
bringing  it  on  to  the  land  he  found  it  to  be 
filled  with  fine  fulled  cloth,  which  he  removed 
from  the  case  and  hung  out  to  dry,  after  which 
he  crawled  under  his  canoe  to  sleep.  Finally, 
upon  awakening,  he  discerned  a  light  in  the 
distance,  and,  making  his  way  to  the  same,  he 
found  a  house,  into  which  he  was  taken  and 
made  comfortable,  though  he  was  suspected  of 
being  an  American  spy.  This  event  occurred 
while  the  war  of  1812  was  in  progress.  To 
convince  his  hosts  that  his  story  was  true,  he 
took  them  back  to  the  spot  where  his  canoe 
was  left,  and  there  gave  them  the  cloth  which 
he  had  saved  from  the  water.  The  man  of 
the  house  accompanied  him  to  Buffalo,  where 
he  had  a  coat  made  from  the  goods  mentioned. 
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A  number  of  days  later  Mr.  Swetland  se- 
cured passage  on  a  sloop  and  was  taken  back 
to  his  home,  where  he  was  supposed  by  the 
little  community  to  have  lost  his  life  on  the 
lake.  In  fact,  arrangements  had  been  made  to 
have  his  funeral  sermon  delivered  on  the  fol- 
lowing day.  The  deer  which  caused  all  the 
trouble  was  captured  and  its  skin  was  used  to 
cover  a  trunk,  which  is  still  in  existence  now 
in  Conneaut.  Mr.  Swetland  eventually  re- 
turned to  Massachusetts  and  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Boston,  where  he  died. 

Aaron  and  Harriett  (Swetland)  Gager  came 
to  Lake  county  in  1831  and  took  up  their  resi- 
dence in  the  little  village  of  Madison,  where 
they  purchased  the  property  which  now  repre- 
sents the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritscher.  Mr. 
Gager,  who  was  a  carriage  maker  by  trade, 
died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  his 
wife  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five  years.  He 
erected  the  present  homestead,  a  portion  of 
which  was  formerly  his  shop.  Of  the  two 
children,  the  elder  was  Wilder  F.  Gager,  who 
was  a  carriagemaker  by  trade  and  who  was  for 
twenty  years  a  resident  of  Collinwood,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  when  about  seventy  years  of 
age.  Sarah  R.,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view, was  born  in  the  house  in  which  she  now 
resides,  as  was  also  her  brother,  and  the  date 
of  her  nativity  was  January  25,  1837.  The 
house  stands  on  Main  street,  and  remains  es- 
sentially the  same  as  it  was  when  her  parents 
occupied  the  same.  Upon  the  fiftieth  anni- 
versary of  their  marriage,  in  1907,  the  golden 
wedding  was  fittingly  observed,  and  that  under 
unique  conditions,  as  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritscher 
were  then  remarried,  standing  on  the  same 
spot,  before  the  fireplace,  and  on  a  rug  made 
from  the  same  carpet  upon  which  they  had 
stood  to  be  married  fifty  years  before.  Many 
old  friends  were  present,  including  a  number 
who  had  been  schoolmates  of  the  bride,  but 
in  the  entire  number  there  was  only  one  who 
had  been  present  at  the  original  ceremony — 
Mrs.  Placentia  Walding,  who  was  born  in  the 
next  house,  a  daughter  of  Orlando  and  Anna 
(Farrar)  Selby.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritscher  have 
one  daughter,  Mary  Hattie,  who  remains  at 
the  parental  home.  Mr.  Ritscher  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  is  affiliated  with  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church ; 
Mrs.  Ritscher  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tk)nal  church. 

In  the  early  days  when  Mrs.  Ritscher  v/as 
about  ten  years  old  a  dinner  was  given  in  the 


only  town  park,  which  is  now  the  Ritscher 
front  yard,  by  Jennie  Bliss.  This  dinner  was 
attended  by  such  men  as  Joshua  R.  Giddings 
and  Hon.  Ben  Wade,  and  men  from  all  over 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Mrs. 
Ritscher  remembers  this  as  one  of  the  impor- 
tant events  of  this  little  village  in  the  early 
days. 

Judge  Terrence  Reynolds. — Among  the 
native-born  citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
conspicuous  for  their  ability  and  worth,  is 
Judge  Terrence  Reynolds,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  County,  who  holds  a  position  of 
prominence  in  public  aflFairs.  A  son  of  the 
late  James  Reynolds,  he  was  bom  May  31, 
1866,  in  Chardon,  which  has  always  been  his 
home.  A  native  of  Ireland,  James  Reynolds 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  locat- 
ing first  in  Portage  County,  Ohio.  In  1854 
he  settled  in  Chardon,  Geauga  County,  and 
was  here  a  resident  until  his  death.  A  man 
of  patriotic  spirit,  he  gladly  served  the  country 
of  his  adoption  during  the  strenuous  times  of 
the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  Company  F,  Sev- 
enth Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he 
was  activelv  associated  for  three  vears  and  ten 
months,  taking  part  in  many  battles  of  impor- 
tance. He  married,  in  Ravenna,  Ohio,  Mary 
Hennessey,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  to 
them  twelve  children  were  born,  eight  daugh- 
ters and  four  sons,  Terrence  being  the  young- 
est son.     Neither  of  the  parents  are  now  liv- 

Receiving  a  substantial  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Chardon,  Terrence  Reynolds 
began  the  struggle  of  life  for  himself  when 
young,  being  for  a  short  time  employed  on  a 
farm.  He  was  subsequently  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  different  mercantile  houses  in  Char- 
don, and  in  1891  was  appointed  teller  of  the 
First  National  Bank,  remaining  in  that  posi- 
tion nine  years.  Elected  clerk  of  the  courts 
of  Geauga  County  in  1900,  Mr.  Reynolds 
served  in  that  capacity  three  consecutive  terms 
of  three  years  each,  performing  the  duties  de- 
volving upon  him  eflicientlv  and  most  satisfac- 
torily to  all  concerned.  In  the  fall  of  1908 
the  citizens  of  Geauga  County  showed  their 
appreciation  of  his  talents  and  ability  by  elect- 
ing him  probate  judge  of  the  county,  a  posi- 
tion which  he  assumed  in  February,  1909,  and 
has  since  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  to 
the  honor  of  his  constituents. 

Politically  Judge  Reynolds  has  ever  been  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
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publican  party,  and  has  frequently  been  a 
member  of  the  county,  congressional  and  sena- 
torial committees,  and  has  served  as  a  dele- 
gate to  county,  district  and  state  conventions, 
taking  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  the 
management  of  each.  For  several  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  village  council  and  of 
the  board  of  public  aflSairs,  and  is  now  render- 
ing excellent  service  as  a  member  of  the  Char- 
don  board  of  education.  Fraternally  the  judge 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  Free  and  Ac- 
cepted Masons;  to  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows ;  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and 
to  the  Sons  of  Veterans. 

Judge  Reynolds  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  February  5,  1888,  Elizabeth 
Watros,  a  daughter  of  Hial  and  Ellen  (Mc- 
Arthur)  Watros,  Scotch  people,  who  migrated 
from  New  York  State  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days. 
She  died  January  i,  1897,  leaving  one  son, 
Hial  Reynolds.  The  Judge  married  second, 
January  12,  1901,  Cora  A.  Toop,  a  daughter 
of  Mark  and  Mary  (Whiston)  Toop,  who 
were  of  English  descent,  and  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  early  days.  Of  this  union 
one  child  has  been  bom,  Lester  Reynolds. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  deservedly  hold  a 
place  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  that  is 
worthy  of  note,  their  large  circle  of  warm 
friends  and  acquaintances  including  people 
in  all  walks  of  life,  the  humble  workman  as 
well  as  the  captains  of  industry. 

George  J.  Renner. — There  is  no  country 
in  Europe  that  has  not  given  some  of  its  best 
and  strongest  men  to  help  in  building  up  our 
great  American  republic,  and  from  this  fact 
the  United  States  may  well  be  compared  to 
a  crucible  of  continental  dimensions.  By  the 
melting  and  fusing  together  of  the  elements 
of  different  nationalities  the  American  nation 
was  formed,  and  it  is  a  well-recognized  fact 
that  from  no  source  has  the  republic  gained 
a  more  valuable  element  to  enter  into  the  com- 
plex social  fabric  than  that  derived  from  the 
great  empire  of  Germany.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  stands  as  one  of  the  sterling  Ger- 
man-American citizens  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, where  he  has  lived  and  labored  to  good- 
ly ends,  resolute  in  purpose,  indomitable  in 
energy  and  impregnable  in  personal  and  busi- 
ness integrity.  He  is  an  honored  and  influen- 
tial citizen  of  the  city  of  Akron,  where  he  is 
president  of  the  George  J.  Renner  Brewing 
Company,  and  where  he  has  other  interests  of 
important  order.    He  has  here  maintained  his 


home  for  twenty  years,  and  tfie  high  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  in  the  community  stands  as 
effective  voucher  for  his  sterling  attributes  of 
character  and  his  well-ordered  endeavors  as  a 
successful  business  man. 

Mr.  Renner  was  born  in  Germany  in  1835, 
a  representative  of  stanch  old  families  of  that 
section  of  the  empire.  In  his  native  land  Mr. 
Renner  secured  his  early  educational  discipline 
and  in  1849,  when  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  his  parents  came  to  America  and  took  up 
their  residence  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  which 
state  they  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
Renner  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  and 
thereafter  was  identified  with  business  enter- 
prises in  Cincinnati  and  its  suburb,  Coving- 
ton, Kentucky,  until  1882.  He  became  fa- 
miliar with  the  brewing  industry  through  ef- 
fective training  in  his  youth  and  early  man- 
hood, and  with  the  same  he  has  been  actively 
identified  during  the  major  portion  of  his  busi- 
ness career.  In  the  year  last  mentioned  he 
removed  to  Wooster,  Wayne  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  brewery  busi- 
ness about  four  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Mansfield, 
where  he  continued  in  the  same  line  of  enter- 
prise until  1888,  when  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Akron,  which  citv  has  since  been  his  home. 
Here  he  purchased  an  old  brewery  plant,  upon 
which  he  made  improvements  forthwith,  both 
in  the  building  and  equipment,  and  since  that 
time  he  has  developed  the  property  into  one 
of  the  largest  and  best  breweries  in  this  section 
of  the  state.  Its  facilities,  of  the  most  modem 
type,  are  unexcelled  by  those  of  any  other 
plant  of  the  kind  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
the  superiority  of  the  product  constitutes  the 
best  advertisement  for  the  same.  The  ice 
plant  has  a  capacity  for  the  accommodation  of 
fifty  tons  daily ;  the  bottling  department  is  ade- 
quate to  meet  all  demands  placed  upon  it,  and 
all  other  departments  are  well  equipped  and  in 
cnarge  of  thoroughly  skilled  operatives.  Tlie 
brewery  now  has  sales  aggregating  about 
30.000  barrels  annually,  and  the  capacity 
of  the  plant  is  such  that  50,000  barrels 
can  be  supplied  without  overtaxing  any 
department.  Mr.  Renner  still  owns  a  well- 
equipped  brewery  in  Mansfield,  has  been 
identified  with  the  kerosene  oil  industry  for  a 
number  of  years  and  has  other  capitalistic  in- 
vestments of  importance. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Renner  is  liberal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited, and  he  is  fully  appreciative  of  the 
institutions  and  advantages  of  the  country  in 
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which  he  has  been  enabled  to  attain  so  large 
a  measure  of  success  through  his  own  well- 
directed  efforts.  He  is  identified  with  various 
fraternal  and  social  organizations.  He  now 
relegates  much  of  the  active  supervision  of  his 
brewery  business  to  others  and  is  living  semi- 
retired,  though  he  finds  ample  demands  upon 
his  time  and  attention  in  regulating  and  direct- 
ing his  various  business  and  capitalistic  inter- 
ests. His  beautiful  home  is  one  of  the  many 
attractive  residence  properties  of  Akron. 

In  1853,  when  but  eighteen  years  of  age, 
Mr.  Renner  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  Oppleheim,  a  native  of  Germany, 
whence  her  parents  emigrated  to  America 
when  she  was  a  child.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Renner 
have  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  concerning 
whom  the  following  brief  record  is  consistent- 
ly given  in  this  article :  George,  Jr.,  is  engaged 
in  the  brewery  business  in  Youngstown,  Ohio, 
where  he  has  a  large  and  modern  plant ;  Will- 
iam is  engaged  in  business  in  Wisconsin; 
Laura  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business  in 
Akron;  EHzabeth  is  the  wife  of  Edward  C. 
Deibel,  an  executive  of  the  Akron  Oil  &  Gas 
Company;  Eleanor  is  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  George  J.  Renner  Brewery  Company, 
and  Emma  remains  at  the  parental  home. 

Henry  H.  Kellogg. — The  name  of  Henry 
H.  Kellogg  stands  conspicuously  forth  among 
the  representative  men  of  Trumbull  township, 
which  is  his  native  place  and  his  home 
throughout  life.  Many  years  ago,  in  the  early 
history  of  this  community,  the  paternal  grand- 
father of  Mr.  Kellogg  made  his  way  from  his 
native  state  of  Maine  to  Ohio  with  an  ox  team, 
and  he  established  his  home  in  Ashtabula 
county.  He  died,  however,  at  Newton  Falls 
in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  but  was  buried  at 
Harpersfield  in  Ashtabula  county.  He  was 
accompanied  on  his  journey  to  this  state  by  his 
wife  and  their  son  Ulysses,  but  they  had  other 
children,  including  Rastus,  Walter  and  a 
daughter. 

Ulysses  D.  Kellogg  early  in  life  lived  in 
Trumbull  township,  but  later  located  at  New- 
ton Falls  in  Trumbull  county.  During  his 
residence  in  this  county  he  taught  school 
for  a  few  years,  was  a  bookkeeper,  a 
justice  of  the  peace  for  twenty  years, 
and  was  also  employed  in  the  Clyde  Furnace. 
He  was  married  in  Tompkins  coun- 
ty, New  York,  prior,  to  his  immigration  to  the 
west,  to  Miss  Mary  Livingston,  and  they  had 
the  following  children:  Adaline,  who  died  in 


1862 ;  Emilie,  who  married  H.  T.  Williams 
and  lives  in  Trumbull  township;  Oliver  P., 
born  September  20,  1833,  became  one  of  the 
most  prominent  residents  of  Ashtabula  county 
and  also  served  as  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  Wyoming  for  one  term, 
and  he  now  lives  in  Trumbull  township; 
Henry,  mentioned  below;  Celesita  married 
William  Mead  and  lives  in  Seattje,  Washing- 
ton; Lurene  married  Harvey  Bartram  and 
lives  in  Trumbull  township,  and  Charles  F., 
who  died  in  1907,  lived  in  the  town  of  Ando- 
ver. 

Henry  H.  Kellogg,  born  in  Trumbull  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  May  6,  1836, 
attended  school  at  Newton  Falls  in  Trumbull 
county  and  afterward  became  a  house  painter. 
In  May  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  Loomis'  Battery, 
Company  A.  First  Michigan  Artillery,  and 
served  as  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war  for  three 
years,  the  first  year  as  a  bugler  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time  as  hospital  steward.  Re- 
turning from  the  war  he  settled  in  Trumbull 
township,  and  during  the  five  years  following 
was  engaged  in  a  mercantile  business  in  East 
Trumbull.  He  also  served  the  town  four  and 
a  half  years  as  a  postmaster,  while  during  the 
past  twelve  years  he  has  served  as  a  notary 
public  and  for  twenty-eight  years  was  a  con- 
stable. 

Mr.  Kellogg  married  first  Adaline  Churchill, 
and  their  union  was  without  issue.  On  the  isth 
of  October,  1868,  he  married  for  his  second 
wife  Mary  J.  Carrier,  who  was  born  on  Janu- 
ary II,  1850,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Burch)  Carrier,  and  they  have  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  The  son.  Max  A.  Kellogg,  was 
born  on  the  22d  of  June,  1833,  ^"^  now  lives 
in  Cleveland,  associated  with  the  Bell  Tele- 
phone Company.  He  married  Loleta  Hudson, 
of  Port  Huron,  Michigan.  Bessie  married 
C.  W.  Covell,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
Kellogg  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  Union  Post  No.  483,  of  East 
Trumbull,  and  served  the  order  twenty  years 
as  adjutant,  one  year  as  quartermaster  and  an- 
other year  as  the  commander.  Mrs.  Kellogg 
is  a  member  of  the  Woman's  Relief  Corps, 
Union  Corps  No.  197,  at  East  Trumbull,  and 
both  are  acceptable  members  of  the  Church 
of  Christ. 

Merton  W.  Chapin  has  been  a  lifelong 
resident  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  and  business  men  of 
Lenox  township.     John    Chapin,  his    father. 
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born  at  New  Marlboro,  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  came  to  Ashtabula  county 
Ohio,  in  1835,  to  make  a  home  of  his  own  in 
this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  In  order 
to  make  the  move  he  was  obliged  to  purchase 
his  time  of  his  uncle,  a  prominent  Massachu- 
setts farmer.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Cathe- 
rine Williams,  in  Lenox  township,  his  wife 
being  a  Massachusetts  woman,  bom  April  20, 
1 82 1.  She  was  brought  hither  by  her  parents 
when  she  was  two  years  of  age,  and  is  now  the 
oldest  living  settler  in  the  township.  Besides 
Merton  W.,  the  following  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Chapin :  Elizabeth,  born  May 
19,  1843,  who  became  the  wife  of  Jerry  Mon- 
roe, of  Lenox  township;  Alvin  J.,  bom  No- 
vember 30,  1844,  who  married  Alice  E.  Eldred 
and  lives  in  Lenox ;  George  W.,  born  January 
4,  1847,  who  married  Sophronia  Pebbles; 
Charlotte  M.,  born  August  10,  1848,  who  is  a 
resident  of  Lenox,  and  has  been  twice  mar- 
ried, first  to  Tyler  Monroe  and  afterward  to 
E.  W.  Root;  and  Rush  M.,  who  was  born 
September  4,  1852,  married  Alta  Harmon,  and 
is  also  living  in  Lenox. 

M^on  W.  Chapin,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 21,  1856,  attended  the  district  school  near 
his  home,  and  then  entered  Grand  River  In- 
stitute at  Austinburg.  Since  leaving  the  school 
room  he  has  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  now  owns  a  f^rm  of  190 
acres,  devoted  both  to  dairy  and  gen- 
eral farming.  At  the  present  time  Mr. 
Chapin  is  also  interested  in  a  retail  lumber 
business,  and  he  has  served  as  a  township 
trustee  for  five  years,  elected  by  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity  and  of  the 
Grange,  and  was  formerly  connected  with  the 
Home  Guards.  On  the  22d  of  December. 
1880.  Mr.  Chapin  married  Miss  Alice  M.  Coll- 
yer.  who  was  born  December  20,  i860,  dausjh- 
ter  of  George  E.  and  Ruth  (Tompkins)  Coll- 
yer.  The  mother  died  in  tc)o6  and  the  father 
is  a  resi'^Vnt  of  New  Lyme.  A  daughter, 
Irma  R  .  v""s  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapin  on 
June  28,  1890. 

Henry  Brown. — Prominent  among  the  ag- 
ricultural r.esidents  of  Conncaut  township  is 
numbered  Henry  Brown,  who  represents  one 
of  the  early  families  of  this  community.  Peter 
Brown,  his  paternal  grandfather,  was  born  in 
Vermont  in  1770,  but  at  the  ao:e  of  thirty-five 
years  he  made  the  journey  by  canal  to  Buffalo 
and  thence  overland  to  Kingsville,  Ohio,  near 


which  he  settled  on  a  partially  cleared  farm 
of  seventy-six  acres.  But  after  a  time  he 
moved  to  Amboy,  this  state,  although  he  sub- 
sequently returned  to  Kingsville,  and  died 
there  at  the  home  of  his  daughter,  Caroline 
Newton,  in  the  year  of  1857,  when  seventy- 
eight  years  of  age.  He  had  married  in  Staf- 
ford, Vermont,  Sarah  Preston,  who  died  in 
Kingsville  in  1856,  and  they  became  tne  par- 
ents of  the  following  children:  Simon, 
Chauncy,  Greenleaf  (who  died  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years),  Elizabeth,  Arivila  and  Caro- 
line. Both  Peter  Brown  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  church. 

Chauncy  Brown,  the  second  born  son  and 
child  in  the  above  family,  was  born  in  Staf- 
ford, Vermont,  in  181 1,  and  was  twenty-two 
years  of  age  when  he  came  with  his  parents 
to  Ohio.  He  became  a  tanner  in  Amboy,  the 
proprietor  of  the  Chauncy  Brown  Tannery, 
but  about  the  year  of  1855  he  embarked  in  the 
fruit  and  cider  business,  with  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, as  his  headquarters,  and  he  continued 
in  that  business  until  his  death,  October  27, 
1889,  dying  in  Amboy.  On  the  13th  of  No- 
vember, 1835,  Chauncy  Brown  was  wedded 
to  Mary  Hibbard,  who  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  and  their  only  child  is 
Henry  Brown,  of  this  review.  Mrs.  Brown 
survived  her  husband  for  over  ten  years,  and 
both  died  in  the  faith  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
church. 

Henry  Brown  was  born  in  Amboy  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1836,  and  he  received  his  educa- 
tional training  in  the  district  schools  near  his 
boyhood's  home  and  in  the  Conneaut  school 
and  Kingsville  Academy.  His  first  experience 
as  a  business  man  was  on  his  father's  farm, 
but  afterward  he  moved  about  considerably, 
buying  and  selling  farms,  until  he  finally  lo- 
cated on  his  homestead  near  Amboy,  where  he 
has  built  a  pleasant  modern  home.  He  is  one 
of  the  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Conneaut. 

In  Bethany,  New  York,  December  29,  1859, 
when  he  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to  Zoraida 
Stephens,  a  native  daughter  of  that  city,  and 
she  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  her  marriage.  Although  they  have  had  no 
children  of  their  own.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
have  an  adopted  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the  wife 
of  Homer  Woodburn,  a  contractor  in  Dayton, 
Ohio.  Mrs.  Brown  received  her  education  in 
the  Bethany  (New  York)  Academy,  and  she 
taught  school  for  eight  years  before  her  mar- 
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riage.  Mr.  Brown  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  church. 

George  Solomon  Cooley. — Many  years 
have  passed  since  the  Cooley  family  first  be- 
came identified  with  Portage  county,  and  in 
the  many  decades  which  have  since  come  and 
gone  they  have  been  prominent  representa- 
tives of  its  agricultural  life.  Ruben  Cooley 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Shalersville 
township,  and  he  became  the  father  of  George 
S.  Cooley,  long  and  prominently  identified 
with  its  farming  interests.  The  senior  Mr. 
Cooley  was  born  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  a  son  of  Ruben  Cooley, 
also  from  that  commonwealth,  and  moving 
frorn  there  to  Pennsylvania  the  former  was 
married  to  Catherine  Dutter,  a  native  of  its 
county  of  Luzerne,  and  a  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Susan  (Myers)  Dutter,  of  the  same  state. 
Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Cooley  came  to 
Freedom  township  in  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
arriving  here  in  the  year  of  1839,  and  ten 
years  later  he  sold  the  property  he  had  pur- 
chased in  that  township  to  come  to  Shalers- 
ville township,  where  he  bought  a  timbered 
farm  in  the  southeastern  part.  He  in  time 
cleared  and  improved  his  land,  erected  a  good 
frame  residence,  barns  and  other  buildings, 
and  he  lived  and  labored  there  until  called  to 
his  final  rest  in  the  year  of  1885,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  his  wife  surviving  him 
only  two  years  and  dying  in  1887  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  of 
seventy-eight.  Of  their  large  family  of  twelve 
children  only  the  following  are  living :  Henry, 
whose  home  is  in  P>elleville,  Kansas ;  George 
S..  of  this  review ;  James  H.,  of  Akron,  Ohio ; 
and  Orlin  R.  and  Joseph  W.,  who  are  also 
living  in  Shalersville  township. 

George  S.  Cooley  was  born  at  Murry  in 
Orleans  county.  New  York,  April  10,  1835, 
and  remaining  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
the  age  of  twenty-six  years  he  then  bought  a 
saw  mill  and  rake  factorv  in  Shalersville 
township  and  continued  their  conduct  for  six- 
teen years.  At  the  close  of  that  period  he 
bought  a  thirteen  and  a  half  acre  farm  here, 
and  in  1872  he  sold  that  property,  and  bought 
his  present  homestead  of  130  acres,  which  was 
partly  improved  at  the  time  of  purchase.  His 
large  frame  residence  which  was  burned  on 
February  11,  1897,  was  replaced  two  years 
later  by  a  splendid  new  home  of  twelve  rooms, 
and  in  addition  to  his  own  farm  he  also  culti- 
vates fifty  acres  of    land    belonging    to    his 


father's  estate  and  located  just  across  the  road 
from  his  own.  He  follows  a  general  line  of 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  also  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  raising  of  sheep. 

Mr.  Cooley  married  on  March  2.  1862, 
Harriet  Barnes,  who  was  born  in  Mesopo- 
tamia township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  May 
18,  1844,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sally  Ann 
(Avery)  Barnes,  the  father  from  Vermont 
and  the  mother  from  New  York.  The  chil- 
dren of  this  union  are :  Byron  W.,  who  was 
born  February  13,  1863,  and  resides  in  Ra- 
venna township;  George  E.,  who  was  bom 
October  19,  1864,  and  died  August  26,  1867; 
George  Ernest,  born  November  11,  1870, 
now  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Cooley  is 
a  Democratic  voter,  and  he  has  served  Sha- 
lersville township  twelve  years  as  a  trustee, 
four  years  as  an  assessor,  and  as  land  ap- 
praiser in  1890,  and  during  many  years  he 
served  on  its  school  board,  having  ever  been 
a  true  and  earnest  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
education. 

Ohio  C.  Barber. — Among  the  hone|t  citi- 
zens of  the  Western  Reserve  and  the  Buckeye 
state,  Ohio  C.  Barber  occupies  a  place  of 
prominence  and  distinction,  as  did  his  father 
before  him,  and  he  has  never  been  remiss  in 
his  loyalty  to  the  great  commonwealth  whose 
name  he  bears.  He  is  president  of  that  cor- 
poration of  world-wide  fame,  the  Diamond 
Match  Company,  and  controls  other  interests 
of  broad  scope  and  importance;  but  amid  all 
the  perplexities  and  exactions  of  the  leading 
business  enterprises  with  which  he  is  identi- 
fied he  has  remained  deeply  appreciative  of  his 
native  city  of  Akron,  and  has  liberally  con- 
tributed to  its  upbuilding  and  progress  in 
every  sense  of  the  w^ord.  There  he  continues 
to  maintain  his  home  and  center  his  varied 
interests,  being  not  only  the  head  of  the  great 
match  industry  at  Barberton,  but  president  of 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Akron,  the  oldest 
institution  of  the  kind  in  that  city,  and  one  of 
the  strongest  in  the  state.  He  is  also  a  lead- 
ing factor  in  the  promotion  of  other  well- 
known  corporations. 

Ohio  C.  Barber  was  born  in  Akron,  which 
was  then  a  small  village,  on  the  20th  of  April, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Eliza 
( Smith  1  Barber.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  born  on  the  27th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1805,  ^"^  ^^^  ^  child  at  the  time  of  his 
parents'  removal  to  Onondaga  county,  New 
York,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood  and 
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received  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  day.  There  he  thoroughly 
learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper,  and  when  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  came  to  Ohio,  selling 
clocks  throughout  the  country,  and  at  the  same 
time  making  a  careful  investigation  of  the  at- 
tractions and  home-making  advantages  of  the 
various  places  which  he  visited  on  business.  He 
finally  decided  that  the  little  village  of  Akron, 
then  known  as  Middlebury,  would  prove  a 
favorable  locality  for  a  cooper  shop.  This 
enterprise  he  conducted  until  1847,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  matches,  in 
which  line  of  industry  he  was  one  of  the  pi- 
oneers, not  only  in  Ohio,  but  in  the  entire 
country.  He  began  operations  upon  a  modest 
scale  and  under  conditions  that  did  not  offer 
more  than  meager  business  facilities,  but  his 
enterprise  was  successful  from  its  inception. 
He  not  onlv  continued  the  match  business,  but 
in  1852  became  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Akron, 
as  well  as  served  as  postmaster  of  Middlebury. 
But  it  was  his  greatest  honor  to  lay  the  foun- 
dation of  one  of  the  most  extensive  individual 
enterprises  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States — 
a  business  which  was  virtually  the  nucleus  of 
the  gigantic  concern  now  controlled  by  the 
Diamond  Match  Company,  of  which  corpora- 
tion his  son  is  president. 

In  1862  George  Barber  resigned  the  active 
direction  of  the  now  extensive  manufacturing 
business  to  his  son,  Ohio  C,  but  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Barber  Match  Company  in 
1868  he  became  its  president,  and .  continued 
thus  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
I2th  of  April,  1879.  He  was  a  man  of  large 
business  capacity  and  performance,  in  every 
way  one  of  the  foremost  promoters  of  the  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  development  of  Ak- 
ron, where  he  was  known  and  honored  as  a 
loyal  public-spirited  citizen.  He  never  sought 
or  desired  public  office  or  notoriety,  but  was 
essentially  a  business  man,  and  as  such  was 
ready  to  lend  his  co-operation  in  all  move- 
ments tending  to  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  so  long  maintained  his 
home. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1835,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  George  Barber  to  Miss  Eliza 
Smith,  who  was  born  at  Canton,  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  January  15,  1817.  Thev  became  the 
parents  of  ei^ht  children,  of  whom  onlv  two 
are  now  living — Ohio  C,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Eleanor  R.,  who  is  now  the  widow 
of  John  K.  Robinson,  of  Connecticut. 

Ohio  C.  Barber  gained  his  early  educational 


discipline  in  the  public  schools  at  Akron,  and 
when  but  sixteen  years  of  age  became  asso- 
ciated with  the  match  manufacturing  business 
established  by  his  father.  In  1862,  when  but 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  he  assumed  the  entire 
management  of  the  enterprise,  which  under 
his  able  and  aggressive  supervision,  made 
rapid  progress.  In  1868,  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  rapidly-expanding  business,  the  in- 
dustry was  incorporated,  under  the  title  of  the 
Barber  Match  Company,  with  the  following 
executive  officers:  George  Barber,  president; 
Ohio  C.  Barber,  secretary  and  treasurer,  and 
John  K.  Robinson,  general  agent.  Under  this 
name  the  enterprise  was  continued  until  it  be- 
came one  of  the  most  important  of  the  kind 
in  the  country.  In  188 1  the  Barber  Company 
became  one  of  the  twenty-six  concerns  to  en- 
ter the  combination  known  as  the  Diamond 
Match  Company,  and  the  corporation  was  cap- 
italized for  $2,250,000.  Ohio  C.  Barber  be- 
came the  first  vice  president  of  the  company 
and  retained  this  office  until  1888,  when  he  be- 
came its  head,  as  at  present.  The  factory 
in  Barberton  is  one  of  the  largest  in  the  com- 
bination and  constitutes  an  industry  which  has 
magnificently  contributed  to  the  material  up- 
building of  the  city.  (A  sketch  of  the  place 
will  be  found  in  the  general  history  of  the 
Reserve.)  Mr.  Barber  is  also  so  identified 
with  other  industrial  enterprises  as  to  be  an 
acknowledged  representative  of  the  industrial 
power  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  of  the  mid- 
dle west.  With  all  his  enormous  outside  inter- 
ests he  has  never  permitted  his  allegiance  to 
his  home  city  to  flag  or  waver,  and  has  done 
much  to  further  its  progress  along  normal 
lines  of  civic  and  industrial  enterprise.  He 
built  and  equipped,  entirely  at  his  own  ex- 
pense, the  City  Hospital  at  Akron,  which,  with 
the  endowment  made  to  that  institution, 
amounted  to  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  million 
of  dollars.  He  is  a  man  of  democratic  views 
•  and  attitude,  places  a  true  valuation  upon  men 
and  affairs,  and  has  so  ordered  his  course  in 
life  as  to  retain  the  unbounded  confidence  and 
honor  of  all  classes.  He  is  one  of  the  broadly 
successful  men  of  the  Middle  West  who  has 
done  things,  unostentatiously  and  substan- 
tially, and  has  left  his  fame  to  take  care  of 
itself. 

Mr.  Barber's  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Laura 
L.  Brown,  to  whom  he  was  married  October 
10,  1865.  Two  children  were  born  of  this 
union.  Charles  H..  who  died  in  infancy,  and 
Anna  Laura,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Arthur  D. 


1534 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Bevan,  one  of  the  leading  surgeons  of  Chi- 
cago, and  long  a  prominent  member  of  the 
faculty  of  Rush  Medical  College. 

Ferdinand  Schumacher. — The  late  Fer- 
dinand Schumacher,  former  president  of  the 
American  Cereal  Company,  was  long  identi- 
fied with  the  great  manufacturing  enterprise 
which  brought  wealth  and  fame  to  the  city  of 
Akron.  He  was  born  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1822,  at  Celle,  Hanover,  Germany,  a  son  of 
F.  C.  and  Louise  Schumacher,  and  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age  he  attended  school, 
then  becoming  a  clerk  in  a  grocery  store  and 
later  an  employe  in  a  sugar  refinery.  In  1850 
.  he  emigrated  to  America,  settling  first  on  a 
farm  near  Cleveland,  but  his  previous  train- 
ing had  not  been  along  the  line  of  agriculture, 
so  in  1 85 1  he  is  found  at  Akron  engaged  in  a 
fancy  goods  business,  while  in  1856  he  em- 
barked in  the  business  which  through  his  en- 
terprise developed  into  one  of  the  great  world 
industries  and  won  him  the  title  of  "Cereal 
King."  Under  his  own  name  he  continued  in 
the  manufacture  of  oat  meal,  pear  barley  and 
other  cereal  products  until  he  consolidated 
with  the  firm  of  Cummins  &  Allen,  under  the 
style  of  F.  Schumacher  Milling  Company,  thus 
largely  increasing  the  capacity  of  the  mills  and 
immediately  repairing  the  great  loss  caused 
by  the  fire  in  1886,  which  destroyed  the  mills 
and  elevators  at  the  depot.  In  about  1891  he 
consented  to  a  further  combination  of  inter- 
ests under  the  great  corporation  known  as  the 
American  Cereal  Company,  and  was  elected 
its  president.  With  H.  P.  Crowell  and  Robert 
Stuart  he  continued  as  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  this  great  concern  until  1899,  when  he 
failed  of  re-election  and  gladly  accepted  re- 
tirement from  the  busy  life  he  had  led  for  so 
many  years,  finding;,  rest  and  quiet  in  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  258  Market  Street,  Akron.  The 
American  Cereal  Company's  head  office  is  now 
located  at  Chicago,  that  city  being  a  great 
center  for  the  business,  but  the  Akron  mills 
are  its  most  important  property. 

On  the  7th  of  October,  185 1,  Mr.  Schu- 
macher was  married  at  Cleveland  to  Hermine 
Schumacher,  who  was  born  at  Bevern,  Bruns- 
wick, Germany,  and  died  June  i,  1893.  They 
had  seven  children,  but  only  two  survive — 
Louis,  a  resident  of  Akron,  and  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  F.  Schumacher  Milling  Company, 
and  F.  Adolph,  who  was  secretary  of  the  same 
company  and  is  now  enepeed  in  business  at 
Riverside,    Iowa.      Mr.    Schumacher   married 


for  his  second  wife  August  i,  1899,  Mary 
Zipperlen.  a  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  Zipperlen,  of 
Cincinnati. 

Mr.  Schumacher  was  always  a  valued  citi- 
zen, not  wholly  because  he  busied  himself  in 
local  political  affairs,  but  because  he  was  a 
man  of  broad  views  and  generous  inclinations, 
resulting  in  public-spirited  enterprises  and  in 
liberal  assistance  to  education,^  religion  and 
charity.  It  was  mainly  through  his  benefac- 
tions that  a  number  of  religious  edifices  in  the 
city  were  completed,  this  notably  being  the 
case  in  regard  to  the  Universalist  Church.  By 
example  and  years  of  protest  against  the  liquor 
evil  he  became  known  as  one  of  the  leading 
temperance  advocates  of  Ohio.  Time  touched 
him  but  lightly,  and  notwithstanding  his  many 
years  of  intense  devotion  to  business,  with  the 
cares  that  harass  even  the  most  successful,  he 
retained  his  remarkable  vigor  almost  to  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1907. 

Joseph  A.  Howells,  of  Jefferson,  for  more 
than  fifty-seven  years  foreman,  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Ashtabula  Sentinel,  from  June, 
1852,  to  1878,  being  his  father's  associate  in 
its  management,  and  identified  with  the  de- 
velopment of  the  journal  and  with  the  West- 
ern Reserve  for  fifty-seven  years,  from  the  29th 
of  June,  1852,  has  enjoyed  a  longer  continuous 
connection  with  one  newspaper  than  any  other 
man  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics  be- 
fore he  could  vote;  cast  his  first  presidential 
ballot  for. the  Free  Soil  (or  Republican)  can- 
didates, Fremont  and  Dayton,  in  1856,  and 
ever  since,  through  his  paper  and  his  person, 
has  vigorously  supported  the  party  of  his  first 
choice.  For  more  than  forty  years  he  was  a 
Republican  leader  in  the  county  and  state,  and 
October  30,  iQOt;,  was  appointed  American 
consul  at  Turks  Islands,  British  West  Indies 
where  he  is  still  stationed.  In  his  absence  the 
Sentinel  was  conducted  bv  his  son,  William 
Dean  Howells,  Jr. 

The  Howells  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  Jo- 
seph Howells,  the  paternal  f^randfather,  being 
a  woolen  manufacturer  in  the  town  of  Hay, 
County  Brecon.  He  married  Miss  Ann 
Thomas,  who  was  also  born  in  Wales,  but  was 
reared  m  her  uncle's  family  in  England,  where 
she  was  well  educated.  Eight  children  were 
born  to  this  union.  In  1808  the  parents  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  with  their  family 
and,  after  residing  for  a  year  or  two  in  New 
York  city,  moved  to  Virginia,  and  thence 
(1816)  to  Steubenville,  Ohio.  There  for  many 
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years  he  held  the  position  of  expert  wool 
sorter  in  the  mills  owned  by  Bazail  Wells.  He 
afterward  moved  to  his  farm  in  Ross  county, 
'and  while  residing  there  was  mobbed  by  his 
proslavery  neighbors  because  of  his  strong 
abolition  sentiments.  The  feeling  against  him 
became  so  bitter  that  he  moved  to  Hamilton, 
Ohio,  about  1838,  where  he  took  quite  an 
active  part  in  politics,  although  he  never  held 
office.  In  1844  he  was  chosen  as  an  elector 
on  the  Liberty  ticket,  whose  presidential  can- 
didates were  Birney  and  Morris,  and  that  year 
the  party  polled  62,300  votes.  In  his  early 
life  Joseph  Howells  was  a  Quaker,  but  as  he 
'^married  out  of  meeting"  he  was  dropped  by 
the  Society  of  Friends,  and  thereafter  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

William  Cooper  Howells,  the  eldest  son  of 
Joseph  and  Ann  (Thomas)  Howells,  was  born 
in  the  town  of  Hay,  County  Brecon,  Wales,  on 
the  15th  of  May,  1807,  and  in  the  following 
year  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  the  United 
States.  From  early  boyhood  he  was  of  a  stu- 
dious and  literary  turn,  and  as  the  most  prac- 
tical step  in  the  realization  of  his  ambitions 
learned  the  printing  business.  He  worked  both 
in  the  offices  of  Alexander  Campbell,  the  foun- 
der of  the  present  Christian  Church,  and  of 
EHsha  Bates,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Ohio,  when  the 
Quakers  were  being  ruptured  into  the  Ortho- 
dox and  Hicksite  branches.  About  1828  the 
aspiring  young  man  started  a  magazine  called 
The  Gleaner,  published  at  Wheeling,  Virginia, 
but  as  it  was  not  financially  supported  he  was 
obliged  to  abandon  his  enterprise  and  return  to 
the  case  as  a  journeyman  printer.  Upon  the 
failure  of  his  health  he  pursued  other  avoca- 
tions until  1840,  when  he  purchased  the  Ham- 
ilton (Ohio)  Intelligencer  and  conducted  it 
until  1848.  In  that  year  he  refused  to  support 
General  Taylor  for  president,  on  account  of 
the  latter's  friendly  attitude  toward  slavery, 
and  sold  his  newspaper  plant.  In  1852,  with 
his  wife  and  eight  children,  he  located  in  Ash- 
tabula county,  where  the  strong  anti-slavery 
sentiment  was  congenial,  and  bought  the  Ash- 
tabula Sentinel,  owned  and  conducted  by  his 
son  and  grandson  until  October,  1909.  In 
1863  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  senate  by  the 
largest  majority  ever  given  in  the  state  to  any- 
one but  a  state  or  national  candidate.  He  was 
appointed  United  States  consul  to  Quebec  in 
1872.  and  four  years  later  promoted  to  the 
Toronto  consulate,  where  he  remained  until 
his  resignation  in  1883.  In  that  year  he  moved 
to  \'irginia,  but  three  years  later  returned  to 


Jefferson,  where  he  flied  in  1894.  The  de- 
ceased was  an  honest,  earnest,  able  man,  whose 
influence  was  always  for  the  good.  As  he  was 
a  pioneer  in  advocating  the  freedom  of  the 
slaves,  so  was  he  among  the  first  to  perma- 
nently protect  them  by  providing  them  with 
the  franchise.  One  of  his  first  acts  in  the 
state  senate,  in  the  midst  of  the  Civil  war,  was 
to  introduce  a  bill,  which  became  a  law,  strik- 
ing the  word  "white"  from  the  state  statutes 
covering  the  election  laws.  During  much  of 
his  public  service  he  was  closely  associated 
with  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  Senator  B.  F.  Wade 
and  Presidents  Hayes  and  Garfield.  The  in- 
fluence whicii  he  exerted  through  the  Sentinel 
is  also  felt  to  this  day  throughout  the  county 
and  state.  He  was  opposed  to  capital  punish- 
ment and  the  law  which  practically  abolishes 
it  in  Ohio  may  be  traced,  in  a  degree,  to  his 
innuence  on  the  public  mind  through  his  oaper 
and  his  entire  individuality. 

Joseph  A.  Howells  is  a  native  of  'St.  Clairs- 
ville,  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  born  on  the  ist  of 
September,  1832,  the  son  of  William  C.  and 
Mary  (Dean)  Howells.  His  mother  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  Lisbon,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
born  September  5,  18 12,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (E)ock)  Dean,  the  father  being  of 
Irish  descent  and  the  mother  of  old  Pennsyl- 
vania Dutch  stock.  Mrs.  Mary  Howells  was 
also  a  cousin  of  Governor  Bigler  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Judge  Dock  of  Harrisburg  and  Gov- 
ernor Bigler,  of  California.  Although  a  resi- 
dent of  Virginia  at  the  time  of  her  marriage, 
she  soon  adopted  the  cause  of  the  slave  and 
did  all  that  she  could  to  foster  the  anti-slavery 
sentiment.  As  she  was  a  wide  reader,  well 
posted  on  the  literature  of  the  day  and  a  lady 
of  strong  and  cultured  character,  her  influ- 
ence upon  the  community  was  decided  and 
deep.  Her  death  in  Octobef,  1868,  at  Jeffer- 
son, removed  from  the  household  a  thoughtful, 
loving  and  wise  mother  and  wife,  whose  mem- 
ory is  still  a  living  inspiration  to  her  children. 
The  influence  of  such  high-minded  and  high- 
living  parents  upon  the  boyhood  and  youth  of 
Joseph  A.  gave  his  life  its  unswerving  tend- 
ency toward  practical  but  superior  usefulness. 
What  schooling  he  enjoyed  before  he  was  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  received  in  the  public 
schools  of  Hamilton  and  at  Professor  Gile's 
Academy,  at  that  place.  Thereafter  his  edu- 
cation was  iu  the  printing  office  and  in  asso- 
ciation with  politicians  and  professional  men 
who,  in  his  earlier  years,  were  prone  to  make 
the    country   newspaper   office   their    favorite 
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headquarters.  He  waai  in  fact,  born  in  the 
next  room  to  a  printing  office,  and,  as  he  once 
added,  he  "has  never  got  much  further  away." 
When  his  father  bought  the  Sentinel  in  June, 
1852,  he  entered  it  as  foreman,  and  two  years 
later,  when  he  was  in  his  twenty-second  year, 
he  bought  a  half-interest  in  the  plant,  and 
father  and  son  conducted  it  together  for  twen- 
ty-four years.  His  father  then  offered  him 
the  full  proprietorship,  which  he  then  assumed. 

Since  that  time  Mr.  Ho  wells  has  been  not 
only  a  constant  and  leading  journalistic  force 
in  Ashtabula  county,  but  has  been  prominent 
in  the  Republican  politics  of  the  state.  As 
early  as  1861  he  commenced  to  give  his  valu- 
able service  in  local  affairs,  being  chosen  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Jeffer- 
son borough  and  serving  thereon .  for  more 
than  twenty  years.  He  was  postmaster  of 
Jefferson  from  March  i,  1869,  to  April  i, 
1886,  and  from  April  i,  1890,  to  April  i,  1894, 
and  was  also  a  member  of  the  village  coun- 
cil. Mr.  Howells  was  chairman  of  the  Repub- 
lican central  committee  of  Ashtabula  county 
for  some  twelve  years  from  1874  and  was  a 
member  of  the  state  central  committee  in  1884 
and  1885.  ^^  1905  ^^  was  chosen  an  elector 
for  the  nineteenth  congressional  district  of 
Ohio,  being  one  of  the  twenty-three  represen- 
tatives from  the  state  to  cast  its  vote  for  presi- 
dent. In  the  same  year,  as  stated,  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  his  present  post  in  the  consular  ser- 
vice in  the  British  West  Indies.  It  should  also 
be  added  that  in  1886  Governor  Foraker  ap- 
pointed him  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  normal  and  industrial  department  of 
Wilberforce  (Ohio)  University,  that  branch 
of  the  educational  work  having  then  just  been 
organized.  Mr.  Howells  continued  in  that  po- 
sition for  about  eighteen  years,  during  a  por- 
tion of  which  period  Governor  Patteson  was 
one  of  his  associates. 

On  June  2"3.  1856,  Mr.  Howells  married,  at 
Jefferson,  Miss  Eliza  W.  Whitmore,  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Rebecca  Whitmore,  the  cere- 
mony being  performed  by  Rev.  William  Bur- 
ton, father  of  Senator  Burton.  Mrs.  HowelFs 
father  was  long  a  justice  of  the  peace  and,  for 
eighteen  years,  recorder  of  Ashtabula  county. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  original  promoters  of 
Portland  (now  Duluth),  Minnesota.  Eliza, 
the  second  daughter  in  the  family,  attended 
the  Jefferson  High  School  and  Oberlin  College. 
She  has  always  been  an  active  worker  in  the 
Congregational  Church  (of  which  her  husband 
is  also  a  member),  and  in  1878  was  one  of  the 


organizers  of  the  Ladies*  Literary  Class  of 
Jefferson,  now  the  oldest  society  in  the  Con- 
federated Clubs  of  Ohio.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Howells, 
as  follows : 

William  Dean  Howells,  II,  was  born  in  Jeff- 
erson, April  7,  1857,  and  first  attended  the 
Union  and  high  schools  of  that  place.  After 
studying  medicine  for  some  time  he  abandoned 
the  profession  to  enter  the  Sentinel  office  and 
journalism,  being  the  manager  of  the  business 
in  the  absence  of  his  father  in  the  consular 
service  in  the  West  Indies.  His  wife  was  for- 
merly Miss  Alice  Pierce,  and  he  has  three  chil- 
dren. His  son  is  a  student  in  the  medical  de- 
partment of  the  Ohio  State  University;  his 
eldest  daughter  is  a  graduate  of  the  Jefferson 
Educational  Institution,  and  a  teacher  in  the 
school  of  which  the  younger  daughter  is  a 
student. 

Mary  Elizabeth,  the  elder  daughter,  was 
born  November  3,  1864;  married  Willis  Shum- 
way,  November  4,  1891,  and  died  in  March, 
XQ02.  leaving  one  daughter.  Beatrice  and 
Bernice,  twins,  were  born  August  14,  1869 — 
the  latter  dying  in  infancy  and  the  former 
(Beatrice)  marrying  Alfred  W.  Perlitz,  an 
electrician  at  the  Ohio  Iron  Works,  Youngs- 
town,  on  the  3d  of  July,  1907.  Joseph  A., 
Jr.,  was  born  August  23,  1878,  and  attended 
Jefferson  schools  and  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Reserve  College  at  Hud- 
son, Ohio.  In  1898.  at  the  time  of  the  Span- 
ish-American war,  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Fifth  Ohio  National  Guard,  and  in  1903  mar- 
ried Miss  Susan  Halstead,  a  graduate  of  the 
Madison   (Ohio)  High  School. 

General  Simon  Perkins. — Manv  of  the 
prominent  families  of  Ohio  trace  their  ances- 
trv  to  Connecticut,  and  this  is  also  the  case 
with  the  distinguished  Perkins  family.  Gen- 
eral Simon  Perkins,  for  a  long  period  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  Ohio,  was  born  at  Lisbon 
in  that  commonwealth  September  17,  I77i» 
while  in  1795  he  is  found  at  Oswego,  New 
York,  and  in  1798  he  was  chosen  by  the  Erie 
Land  Company  to  act  as  its  agent  in  the  ex- 
ploration of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  while 
in  this  capacity  spent  his  summers  in  Ohio. 
After  his  marriage  he  settled  permanently  at 
Warren,  this  state,  and  was  postmaster  there 
from  t8oi  to  i82t^  and  also  special  agent  of 
the  government  in  establishing  local  offices 
and  treating  with  the  Indians.  In  August  of 
1812,  as  brigadier  general  of  militia,  he  took 
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charge  of  the  troops  in  northern  Ohio  and 
marched  to  defend  the  northern  frontier,  while 
at  the  close  of  the  campaign  in  the  following 
year  he  was  offered  by  President  Madison  a 
commission  as  colonel  in  the  regular  army,  but 
this  military  honor  he  declined  on  account  of 
his  many  pressing  business  duties. 

In  1813  General  Perkins  organized  the 
Western  Reserve  Bank  and  remained  its  presi- 
dent until  1836.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  Canal  Fund  Commission  from  1826  until 
1838.  In  1825,  in  association  with  Pail  Will- 
iams, he  founded  the  village  of  Akron,  while 
in  1 83 1  and  in  connection  with  Judge  King 
and  Dr.  Crosby,  he  founded  that  portion 
known  as  North  Akron,  and  he  donated 
ground  for  public  buildings,  parks,  schools 
and  churches,  enriched  in  every  possible  way 
the  young  town  and  enjoyed  passing  much  of 
his  spare  time  there.  He  died  at  Warren 
on  the  6th  of  November,  1844,  aged  seventy- 
five  years,  one  month  and  nineteen  days. 

On  the  i8th  of  March,  1804,  he  married 
Nancy  Bishop,  who  was  born  at  Lisbon,  Con- 
necticut, January  24,  1780,  and  who  died  at 
Warren  April  24,  1862,  aged  eighty-two  years 
and  three  months.  Among  their  children  was 
Colonel  Simon  Perkins,  now  deceased,  who 
for  many  years  was  a  leading  figure  in  the 
affairs  of  Akron.  And  a  grandson  of  General 
Perkins  is  Colonel  George  Tod  Perkins,  presi- 
dent of  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Company  and  of 
the  Akron  Rubber  Company. 

Abel  A.  Bostwick,  of  Seville,  a  successful 
and  progressive  citizen  himself  and  son  of  a 
pioneer  who  wielded  a  strong  and  elevating 
influence  in  that  section  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve for  more  than  half  a  century.  He  was 
born  in  the  vicinity  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in 
April,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Abner  Fitch  and 
Amita  Brown  Bostwick.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  New 
York,  born  May  24,  1824.  At  the  a^e^e  of  fif- 
teen he  (Abner  F.)  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Canaan,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  after  his 
marriage  in  1850  settled  in  Parma,  Cuyahoga 
county,  that  state.  In  1856  he  located  in  La- 
fayette township,  and  in  1866  moved  to  West- 
field  township,  there  continuing  his  farming 
operations  of  the  previous  years.  He  passed 
his  last  years  at  Seville,  where  he  died  Janu- 
ary 13,  1909.  The  only  survivor  of  his  family 
is  a  sister,  Mrs.  Sarah  Robinson,  who  is  resid- 
ing in  Bryan,  Ohio,  now  eighty  years  of  age. 


His  faithful  wife  and  three  of  their  five  chil- 
dren also  survive  him ;  the  widow  having  spent 
the  summer  of  1909  at  San  Jose,  California. 
Of  the  children,  Ella  Augusta,  the  eldest,  and 
Allis  Elmer,  the  third,  are  deceased.  Abel  A. 
was  the  second  born;  Mary  Emeline  is  mar- 
ried to  Sherman  Squires  and  resides  in  San 
Jose,  and  Clara  Helen,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Frank 
Wideman,  lives  in  Seville.  The  deceased  and 
beloved  father  of  this  family  was  long  one  of 
the  leading  Baptists  of  Medina  county.  Conr 
verted  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  was 
baptized  by  Rev.  Charles  Morton,  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  a  church  being  organized  at  Canaan 
Center  at  the  same  time.  Of  that  organization 
he  became  one  of  the  constituent  members. 
While  living  in  Lafayette  township  he  became 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Medina  and 
remained  in  full  communion  with  the  organiza- 
tion at  Seville  from  1866  until  his  death.  Frcxn 
the  days  of  his  youth  until  the  frosts  of  old 
age  came  upon  him  he  faithfully  toiled  in  the 
Master's  vineyard  and  was  the  means  of  bring- 
ing a  goodly  harvest  to  the  Kingdom.  In 
many  places  and  in  countless  ways,  his  kindly 
presence  and  helping  hand  will  be  sadly  missed. 
Abel  A.,  of  this  sketch,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  various  district  and  select  schools,  after- 
ward assisting  his  father  in  the  conduct  of  the 
home  place  until  the  elder  man  retired.  The 
son  remained  on  the  old  Bostwick  homestead 
in  Westfield  township,  and  on  the  fine  farm  of 
146  acres  he  has  continued  to  reside  and  pros- 
per. He  has  erected  a  substantial  residence, 
commodious  barns  and  outhouses  and  a  mod- 
ern garage.  The  farm  has  been  maintained 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  is  well  stocked 
with  domestic  animals  and  supplied  with  mod- 
ern machinery  and  implements;  so  that  in 
everything  which  goes  to  make  a  modern  coun- 
try place  the  Bostwick  homestead  is  complete. 
A  representative  farmer  of  Medina  county,  Mr. 
Bostwick  is  a  director  of  the  Savings  Deposit 
Bank  of  Medina,  and  a  man  who  is  not  only 
honored  for  his  ability,  but  has  gained  numer- 
ous friends  for  his  affability.  While  a  Repub- 
lican, he  has  never  entered  politics,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Baptist 
church.  In  1882  Mr.  Bostwick  married  Miss 
Nettie  Smith,  of  Michigan,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  Smith.  Two  children  were  born  of 
this  union :  LaVonne  and  Lloyd.  The  mother 
died  May  2,  1891,  and  on  November  5,  1892, 
Mr.  Bostwick  married  for  his  second  wife 
Hattie  Scheib,  daughter  of  Enos  Scheib.    Of 


1.538 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Mr.  Bostwick's  second  marriage  three  chil- 
dren were  born :  Harold,  and  Jabez  and  Abner, 
twins.    Abner  died  in  infancy. 

Job  Brazee  has  lived  in  Ashtabula  county 
for  many  years  and  is  numbered  among  its 
agriculturists,  soldiers  and  worthy  citizens. 
The  family  was  founded  in  Ashtabula  county 
by  his  grandfather,  Francis  Brazee,  who  came 
from  Connecticut  prior  to  the  year  of  1838.  He 
married  and  reared  the  following  children :  Pe- 
ter, Anson,  Francis  and  John,  and  all  are  now 
dead.  Anson  Brazee  was  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  Peter  became  the  father  of  Job.  He 
followed  the  tilling  of  the  soil  for  a  livelihood, 
cleared  his  land,  and  was  long  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative citizens  of  the  community.  He 
married  Lucretia  Wooden,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Olive, 
who  was  born  in  December,  1836,  and  now 
lives  at  Jefferson,  in  Ashtabula  county,  the 
wife  of  John  Stone;  Job  is  mentioned  below; 
George,  a  retired  wagon  maker  now  living  at 
Windham  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  married 
Celia  Chapman;  Martha  is  deceased;  Sally 
married  James  Rose  and  lives  in  Pierpont; 
Drucilla  is  deceased ;  Peter  died  of  sickness  at 
Wilmington,  South  Carolina,  during  the  Civil 
war  service,  and  Vesta  married  Raymond 
Burr  and  lives  in  Jefferson. 

Job  Brazee,  born  on  the  29th  of  January, 
1838,  attended  school  in  Pierpont  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  and  on  the  19th  of  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  service  in 
the  Civil  war.  After  the  expiration  of  this 
term  he  re-enlisted  and  served  for  four  years 
lacking  three  weeks,  and  during  that  time  he 
was  held  for  two  months  in  Belle  Isle  prison 
at  Detroit,  Michigan.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
tiller  of  the  soil  of  Ashtabula  county,  and  now 
owns  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  acres  in 
Denmark  township  and  is  cngaj2:ed  principally 
in  dairy  farminc:.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  Post  and  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Brazee  married  in  1869  Unice  Craft, 
who  was  born  August  4,  1845,  ^"^^  ^^^^  ^^^^^  o" 
the  i8th  of  December,  1Q06,  after  many  years 
of  a  happy  married  life.  Their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  a  daugh- 
ter and  a  son.  The  former,  born  Tanuary  22, 
1871,  married  Hart  Barber,  and  they  are  also 
living  in  Denmark  township.  The  son  was 
bom  in  1876  and  died  on  the  i8th  of  January, 


1902,  a  young  man  of  the  highest  promise  and 
ability. 

Hon.  Edmund  B.  King. — No  member  of 
the  bar  of  the  Western  Reserve  stands  higher 
both  in  his  professional  and  private  relations 
than  Hon.  Edmund  B.  King,  of  Sandusky. 
He  is  a  native  of  Medina  county,  born  at 
Montville  July  4,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Cyrus 
and  Harriet  (Bennett)  King.  About  nine 
years  before  his  birth  his  father  migrated 
from  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  to  Wads- 
worth  township,  Medina  county,  and  in  1849 
changed  his  residence  to  Montville.  He  was 
then  a  farmer  in  substantial  circumstances, 
and  Edmund  B.  was  born  the  year  after  the 
family  home  was  fixed  at  Montville.  In  the 
public  and  private  schools  of  the  place  the  boy 
received  his  education  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age ;  spent  the  following  four  years  at 
Medina  Academy  and  Oberlin  Academy,  and 
one  year  at  Baldwin  University.  Mr.  King's 
professional  studies  were  taken  up  at  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio,  in  the  office  of  Wickham  and 
Wildman,  and  in  August,  1873,  he  was  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  of  Ohio.  In  October,  1873,  he 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Medina 
county,  but  resigned  that  office^  in  October, 
187s,  leaving  for  Sandusky,  where  he  has 
since  resided  and  been  engaged  in  professional 
practice  and  judicial  service.  He  has  been  an 
active  Republican  throughout  this  entire  pe- 
riod, and  in  1888-9  was  selected  as  presidential 
elector  by  his  party.  In  1894  Mr.  King  was 
elevated  to  the  bench  of  the  sixth  judicial  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  five 
years,  when  he  resigned  to  engage  in  his  pro- 
fession and  formed  a  partnership  with  W.  E. 
Guerin,  Jr.,  and  the  firm^of  King  &  Guerin 
continued  until  1901,  when  R.  K.  Ramsey  was 
admitted  into  the  copartnership.  Mr.  Guerin 
withdrew  in  March,  1910,  and  the  firm  is  now 
King  &  Ramsey. 

Mr.  King  has  been  for  many  years  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  American  Bar  Association ; 
has  served  several  times  on  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Ohio  Bar  Association,  and  in 
1904  acted  as  delegate  to  the  conference  of  the 
Universal  Congress  of  Lawyers  and  Jurists 
which  convened  at  St.  Louis  in  that  year.  In 
Masonry  he  is  past  grand  commander  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio,  having  joined 
the  order  in  1877,  and  passed  through  all  the 
local  bodies.  For  many  years  he  was  also  very 
prominent  in  the  military  matters  of  the  state. 
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His  record  in  this  regard  covers  the  years 
from  1880  to  1897,  including  official  rank  as 
second  lieutenant,  captain  and  major  of  the 
Sixteenth  Regiment,  Ohio  National  Guard. 

On  February  26,  1874,  Mr.  King  was  united 
in  marriage  at  Milan,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Emma 
Hackett,  and  a  daughter  and  son  have  been 
born  of  this  union.  The  former,  Cora  King 
(Graves),  is  the  wife  of  a  prosperous  tobacco 
planter  of  Hatfield,  Massachusetts;  the  son, 
CliflFord  M.  King,  is  a  civil  engineer  of  high 
standing,  being  a  graduate  of  the  Western 
Reserve  University  (B.  A.),  and  of  Cornell 
University  (C.  E.).  For  several  years  he  was 
connected  with  the  government  reclamation 
service  in  the  west,  and  in  1908-9  served  as 
city  engineer  of  Sandusky.  At  present  he  is 
engaged  in  private  professional  work. 

Henry  Levi  French  for  more  than  thirty 
years  was  a  faithful  and  efficient  employe  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  Company,  at  Girard, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty, and  was  a  widely-known  pioneer  railroad 
man  of  the  Western  Reserve,  as  well  as  the 
son  of  parents  who  were  among  the  early  col- 
onists from  the  mother  state  of  Connecticut. 
He  was  the  son  of  Vincent  and  Eliza  (Ray) 
French  and  his  grandfather,  Levi,  was  one  of 
the  first  of  the  French  family  to  settle  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  locating  in  Lenox  township, 
Ashtabula  county.  The  four  children  of  Levi 
and  Ruth  (Hulbert)  French  were  all  reared 
in  that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  the 
eldest.  Vincent,  having  been  born  in  1812.  The 
latter  was  a  life-long  farmer,  who  died  at  the 
home  of  his  son,  Henry  L.,  in  1892.  By  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Eliza  Ray  he  himself  became 
the  father  of  Henry  Levi,  as  mentioned;  Ella 
M.,  who  married  Albert  T.  Bushnell,  of  Jeffer- 
son, Ohio,  but  is  now  residing  at  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  George  V.,  now  a  citizen  of  South 
Haven,  Michigan. 

The  late  Henry  Levi  French  was  reared  on 
a  farm  in  Lenox  township  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Grand 
River  Institute,  Austinburg,  Ashtabula  county. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  abandoned  the 
farm  for  a  clerkship  in  a  Jefferson  grocery, 
but  after  holding  that  position  for  two  years 
became  a  freight  clerk  for  the  Lake  Shore 
Railroad  at  Girard,  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
three  years'  service  in  that  capacity  was  trans- 
ferred to  Jefferson,  Ohio,  as  station  agent  at 
that  point,  to  which  the  line  had  just  been 


extended.  He  was  Jefferson's  first  agent  and 
retained  the  position  by  his  faithfulness,  in- 
tegrity and  efficiency  until  his  death  on  the 
29th  of  September,  1898.  At  the  time  of  his 
decease,  thirty-two  years  of  his  life  had  beeil 
spent  in  the  employ  of  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
road Company,  constituting  a  noteworthy  rec- 
ord in  the  annals  relating  to  the  employes  of 
that  corporation. 

On  December  20,  1870,  Mr.  French  married 
Miss  Effie  Sloat,  daughter  of  David  and  Maria 
(Woodruff)  Sloat,  of  Ashtabula,  and  one  of 
a  family  of  eight  children  born  in  Rock  Creek 
township.  Of  the  Sloat  family,  only  two  are 
living — Lucien,  Mrs.  French's  brother,  being 
now  a  resident  of  Rushville,  Illinois;  the  de- 
ceased are  Arthur,  Ellen,  Erland,  Cassius, 
Xettie  and  Minnie.  The  parents  of  Mrs. 
French  both  died  when  she  was  a  young  girl. 
Her  mother's  family,  the  Woodruffs,  were 
among  the  well-known  pioneers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve;  so  that  all  her  connections,  both 
by  blood  and  marriage,  bind  her  to  those  early 
days  in  the  most  substantial  and  honorable 
way.  Her  deceased  husband  had  many  warm 
friends,  who  had  been  attracted  to  him 
through  his  long  railroad  service  and  his  re- 
liability as  a  man.  He  was  also  a  Mason  of 
long  standing,  being  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  the  Chapter  at  Jefferson.  At  his 
death  he  had  been  active  in  the  work  of  the 
Congregational  Church  for  many  years,  and 
his  widow  and  daughter  (Lida  Marie)  are 
also  in  close  affiliation  with  that  denomination 
and  society.  The  elder  son,  Louis  V.,  is  a 
telephone  constructor  at  Ashtabula.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Grace  L.  Mixer,  of  Pierpont,  and  is 
the  father  of  one  child,  Vincent  Mixer  French. 

First  National  and  Dollar  Savings 
Banks. — On  July  i,  1907,  the  Dollar  Savings 
&  Trust  Company  and  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Youngstown  were  united  under  com- 
mon ownership  and  management.  This  union 
brought  into  existence  Youngstown's  first 
dual  banking  institution,  now  known  by  the 
titles  of  its  constituent  principals — the  Dollar 
Savings  &  Trust  Company  and  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank.  The  principals  of  the  institution 
are  united  through  the  agency  of  a  third 
company,  a  holding  trustee,  the  Union  Safe 
Deposit  Company,  and  keep  their  respective 
names  and  charters.  The  united  institution 
is  the  result  of  several  mergers  effected  in  the 
natural  evolution  of  business  bv  and  between 
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banks,  which  in  their  day  were  well  known  to 
the  people  of  Youngstown,  and  well  esteemed 
by  them. 

The  First  National  Bank,  the  senior  princi- 
pal, is,  through  its  predecessor,  the  old  Ma- 
honing County  Bank,  the  oldest  bank  in 
Youngstown.  The  Mahoning  County  Bank 
was  organized  August  7,  1850,  and  Judge 
William  Rayen,  founder  of  Rayen  school,  was 
its  first  president.  At  Judge  Rayen's  death, 
in  1854,  Dr.  Henry  Manning  was  elected  presi- 
dent and  continued  in  that  office  until  June  2, 
1863,  when  the  Mahoning  County  Bank  was 
closed  and  the  First  National  Bank  organized 
under  the  present  national  banking  law. 

In  the  beginning,  the  real  object  of  the 
national  banking  law,  now  lost  sight  of,  was 
to  provide  money  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Civil  war  by  furnishing  a  market  for  govern- 
ment bonds.  At  that  crisis  of  the  nation's 
history,  it  required  an  unusual  amount  of 
patriotism  and  courage  to  start  a  national 
bank,  but  tlie  founders  of  the  old  Mahoning 
County  Bank  were  abundantly  supplied  with 
both,  and  the  people  of  Youngstown  proved 
their  faith  in  the  new  bank  and  the  govern- 
ment by  purchasing  the  stock. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  the  third 
bank  in  the  United  Stales  to  be  organized 
under  the  new  law,  and  is  still  known  as 
original  No.  3.  Dr.  Manning  was  its  first 
president »  but  resigned  in  1866,  on  account 
of  his  age,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  S. 
Parmelee,  who  resigned  in  1877  on  his  re- 
moval to  Cleveland.  Mr.  Parmelee  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Robert  McCurdy,  who  was  presi- 
dent of  the  bank  until  his  death  in  1904. 

The  first  cashier  of  the  Mahoning  County 
Bank  was  Hon.  Robert  W.  Tayler,  afterwards 
comptroller  of  the  United  States  treasury.  In 
i860  he  was  succeeded  by  Col.  Caleb  B.  Wick. 
John  S.  Edwards  followed  Mr.  Wick,  and 
was  also  the  first  cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  when  it  was  organized.  In  1865  Mr. 
McCurdv  became  cashier  and  when  he  was 
elected  president,  William  H.  Baldwin  suc- 
ceeded him  and  held  the  office  until  his  resig- 
nation in  1887.  Mr.  Baldwin  was  succeeded 
by  Myron  E.  Dennison.  The  vice-presidents 
of  the  First  National  Bank  have  been  as  fol- 
lows :  William  S.  Parmelee,  1865  '>  ^-  G. 
Bentley,  1866;  Freeman  O.  Arms,  1868;  Jo- 
seph H.  Brown,  1869;  William  Powers,  1875; 
Freeman  O.  Arms,  1878;  Ralsa  Clark,  1879; 
Sheldon  Newton,  1880;  W.  H.  Baldwin, 
1889;    Myron  I.  Arms,  1901 ;   Henry  Tod  and 


Henry  M.  Robinson,  1904;  A.  E.  Adams,  suc- 
ceeding Henry  Tod  in  1908. 

The  capital  stock  of  the  First  National  Bank 
was  originally  $156,000,  but  in  1866  it  was 
increased  by  cash  to  $250,000,  in  1870  by 
profits  to  $300,000,  and  in  1875  by  cash  to 
$500,000.  It  never  passed  a  semi-annual  divi- 
dend nor  did  it  ever  make  a  dividend  of  less 
than  4  per  cent. 

After  the  death  of  Robert  McCurdy — 
namely,  March  25,  1904 — the  Second  National 
Bank  was  merged  with  the  First  National. 
The  former  was  chartered  December  15,  1874, 
with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  It  started  business 
in  the  Howell  Block,  in  the  room  now  occu- 
pied by  Klafter  &  Sauber,  but  in  1878  moved 
into  the  Andrews-Hitchcock  Building,  where 
the  Commercial  National  Bank  is  now  located. 
In  1888  the  Second  National  Bank  erected  its 
own  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  the 
public  square,  where  the  Realty  Trust  Com- 
pany is  now  now  located. 

The  first  officers  of 'the  Second  National 
Bank  were:  Henry  Tod,  president;  T.  K. 
Hall,  vice-president ;  George  J.  Margerum, 
cashier;  H.  M.  Garlick,  teller  and  bookkeeper. 
At  the  time  of  its  merger  with  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  Henry  Tod  was  president ;  Henry 
M.  Garlick,  vice-president,  and  R.  E.  Corne- 
lius, cashier.  Immediately  after  the  merger, 
Mr.  Garlick  became  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  R.  E.  Cornelius,  assistant 
cashier ;  Myron  E.  Dennison,  cashier,  continu- 
ing in  office. 

13uring  the  earlier  period  of  Youngstown's 
industrial  development,  the  First  National 
Bank  and  the  bank  of  Wick  Brothers  &  Com- 
pany were  among  the  most  potent  influences 
which  made  for  her  advancement;  were  in 
fact  indispensable  factors,  which  furnished 
much  of  the  impetus  which,  augmenting  with 
time,  has  since  carried  her  to  a  point  of  com- 
manding prominence.  To  the  courage,  integ- 
rity, far-sightedness  and  conservatism  of  the 
men  behind  these  banks,  moreover,  there  is 
traceable  much  of  the, spirit  to  which  today 
Youngstown  owes  her  widespread  reputation 
for  sound  success,  financial  integrity  and  sub- 
stantial business  institutions;  to  which  she 
owes  also  in  large  part  her  unmarred  banking 
record,  her  high  standards  and  her  broader 
business  and  public  policies. 

Henry  Manning  Garlick,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Youngstown,  is  a  citi- 
zen whose  li  f e  has  been  devoted  to  the  interests 
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of  the  city,  and  whose  active  and  striking  ca- 
reer is  identified  with  her  most  substantial 
progress^  He  was  born  in  that  city,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1848,  of  Richard  G.  and  Caroline  L. 
(Manning)  Garlick.  Richard,  the  father, 
came  to  Ohio  from  Vermont  when  about  thir- 
ty-two years  old,  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
mercantile  pursuits.  The  mother,  Caroline, 
was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Manning,  one  of  the 
earl^st  and  stanchest  of  Youngstown's  citi- 
zens. He  was  president  of  the  Mahoning 
County  Bank,  the  predecessor  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
development  of  Youngstown's  business  inter- 
ests. Richard  Garlick  belonged  to  a  family  of 
vigorous  men  who  were  powerful  in  whatever 
position  they  were  placed.  Caroline  Manning 
was  beautiful  of  face,  figure  and  character. 
Her  religious  nature,  her  sense  of  justice  and 
her  determination  to  do  her  duty  were  so 
plainly  written  in  her  face  that  to  meet  her 
once  was  to  realize  her  strength  of  character. 
She  was  an  exceptionally  conscientious  soul 
and,  living  to  good  old  age,  enjoyed  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  her  son,  Henry,  and 
her  daughter,  who  first  married  Sidney  Strong 
and  several  years  after  his  death  became  the 
wife  of  Rev.  Daniel  H.  Evans. 

Henrv   M.   Garlick   obtained   his   education 

m 

in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Youngstown, 
and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  became  book- 
keeper of  the  Eagle  Furnace  Company,  with 
which  he  remained  for  about  three  years.  For 
a  year  or  more  thereafter  he  conducted  a  coal 
mine  at  Brazil,  Indiana,  but  this  venture  not 
proving  sufficiently  remunerative,  he  returned 
to  Youngstown,  and  soon  after  assisted  in  or- 
ganizing the  Second  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  was  subsequently  cashier  for  twenty-five 
years.  On  May  3,  1904,  this  institution  was 
consolidated  with  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  Mr.  Garlick  was  elected  president,  which 
office  he  has  since  held. 

In  the  early  '8o's  Mr.  Garlick  was  presi- 
dent of  the  Youngstown  Malleable  Iron  Com- 
pany, and  so  continued  through  its  business 
life.  About  this  time  he  was  also  a  partner  in 
the  hardware  firm  of  J.  H.  Morris  &  Com- 
pany, and  at  the  organization  of  the  business 
as  a  stock  company,  under  the  style  of  the 
Morris  Hardware  Company,  was  elected  its 
president,  serving  thus  until  1905.  He  was 
also  interested  in  the  firm  of  Lloyd,  Booth  & 
Company,  which  was  afterward  incorporated 
as  the  Lloyd-Booth  Company.  This  in  turn 
was  merged  into  the  United  Engineering  & 


Foundry  Company.  In  1887  Mr.  Garlick  -as- 
sisted to  organize  the  Dollar  Savings 
&  Trust  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  vice 
president  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1901, 
with  G.  M.  McKelvey  and  A.  E.  Adams, 
backed  by  Youngstown  capital,  he  established 
the  Standard  Table  Oilcloth  Company,  one  of 
the  country's  flourishing  industries.  The  com- 
pany named  was  formed  by  the  consolidation 
of  concerns  widely  scattered,  and  the  organi- 
zation is  now  known  as  the  Standard  Oilcloth 
Company,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $6,000,000 
equally  divided  between  preferred  and  com- 
mon. 

Mr.  Garlick  was  married  April  5,  1870,  to 
Sarah  Stambaugh  Ford,  daughter  of  James 
H.  and  Arabella  (Stambaugh)  Ford,  of 
Youngstown.  Arabella  Ford  was  one  of  the 
best  citizens  Youngstown  ever  had.  Her  bril- 
liant husband,  James,  died  early  and  left  her 
to  rear  and  educate  her  four  children.  This 
she  did  and  had  time  to  do  her  duty  in  the 
community.  She  worked  for  church  and  for 
charity,  and  to  her  eflPorts  was  due  largely  the 
founding  of  the  Youngstown  City  Hospital. 
In  this  enterprise  she  was  ably  assisted  by  her 
brother,  John  Stambaugh.  Sarah  was  born 
in  Youngstown  on  the  old  Tod  homestead. 
Brier  Hill,  her  parents  having  come  to  this 
city  from  Akron,  Ohio.  She  possesses  the  wit 
of  her  father,  and  this  fact,  coupled  with  her 
generous  sympathy  for  those  in  trouble  or  mis- 
fortune, makes  her  most  popular  in  her  social 
circle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Garlick  have  two  children, 
Richard,  treasurer  of  the  Youngstown  Sheet 
&  Tube  Company,  and  Julia  G.,  wife  of  Will- 
iam W.  Bonnell.  The  grandchild  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Garlick,  Sarah  Crea  Bonnell,  is  connected 
by  blood  with  more  of  the  old  and  influential 
families  of  Youngstown  than  any  one  of  her 
generation.  On  her  father's  side  were  the 
Wicks  and  Bonnells ;  on  the  mother's,  the 
Tods,  Stambaughs,  Mannings  and  Garlicks. 

Hon.  James  Kennedy,  representative  of  the 
eighteenth  congressional  district,  has  been  a 
member  of  Ohio's  delegation  to  the  lower 
house  of  Congress  since  1902.  He  is  one  of 
the  most  popular  political  leaders  that  Ma- 
honing county  has  ever  had.  It  was  the 
strength  of  this  county  behind  him  that  gained 
his  victory  in  convention  during  his  first  cam- 
paign, the  eighty-nine  delegates  from  Maho- 
ning acting  as  a  unit  throughout  the  long 
struggle  that  characterized  the  Republican  dis- 
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trict  convention  held  in  Salem  in  July,  1902. 
Finally,  on  the  208th  ballot,  on  July  23,  James 
Kennedy  was  declared  nominated,  and  since 
that  notabhe  victory  his  position  in  the  district 
has  never  been  seriously  assailed,  except  in 
the  nominations  which  took  place  at  Youngs- 
town  and  Salem,  which  is  historic.  Thq 
convention  adjourned  without  choice  being 
made,  after  ballotting  two  weeks,  and  a  pri- 
mary election  was  called  and  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  then  easily  successful  in  winning  his  third 
nomination.  At  his  first  election  he  carried 
every  county  in  the  district  by  large  majori- 
ties, having  a  plurality  of  3,700  votes  in  Ma- 
honing, and  of  11,875  votes  in  the  district. 

Mr.  Kennedy's  election  to  Congress  was  a 
tribute  to  a  distinguished  lawyer  and  an  able 
leader  in  public  affairs.  He  has  for  thirty 
years  been  a  prominent  attorney  of  Mahoning 
county  bar.  He  was  born  at  Poland,  Ohio, 
September  3,  1853,  ^"^  ^^  *^  member  of  one 
of  the  most  noted  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  His  parents,  Thomas  W.  and  Mar- 
garet (Truesdale)  Kennedy,  were  both  born 
in  Mahoning  county. 

In  the  history  of  the  iron  and  steel  industry 
of  eastern  Ohio  the  name  of  Thomas  W.  Ken- 
nedy is  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  in  the 
early  days  of  the  industry.  He  was  the  build- 
er of  the  old  Yellow  Creek  blast  furnace  in 
Mahoning  county.  With  the  exception  of 
James,  whose  prominence  has  been  achieved 
in  the  field  of  law  and  politics,  all  of  his  sons 
have  contributed  to  the  fame  of  the  family 
in  industrial  fields.  Julian,  the  eldest,  sur- 
prised the  ruler  of  the  Russians  by  his  feats  of 
civil  engineering  in  that  empire,  and  Hugh  T. 
and  Walter  also  made  reputations  for  them- 
selves in  the  same  profession  both  in  foreign 
countries  and  at  home.  Walter  became  chem- 
ical director  of  iron  and  steel  and  also  a  mine 
inspector  in  the  Chinese  Empire,  and  subse- 
quently was  made  first  secretary  of  the  Chi- 
nese Imperial  Railway.  John  is  superintend- 
ent of  the  great  iron  works  at  Punxsutawney, 
Pennsylvania,  Samuel  is  superintendent  of  the 
Iroquois  Iron  Works  at  Chicago,  and  Thomas 
W.  fills  a  similar  position  in  Dubois,  Penn- 
sylvania. Altogether  there  were  eight  chil- 
dren in  the  family,  seven  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter. The  latter  is  Mrs.  Rachel  Becker,  who 
still  lives  in  the  old  family  homestead. 

While  a  boy  at  Poland  James  Kennedy's 
natural  inclinations  seemed  to  be  similar  to 
those  of  his  brothers,  but  his  attention  was 
finally  turned  to  the  law.     From  the  country 


schools  he  became  a  student  at  Poland  Semi- 
nary, where  William  McKinley  had  also  gone 
to  school.  He  was  graduated  from  Westmin- 
ster College  at  New  Wilmington,  Pennsylva- 
nia, with  the  class  of  1876,  and  won  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  best  debaters  and 
orators  ever  produced  in  the  institution.  These 
talents  made  natural  a  choice  of  the  bar  as  his 
profession,  and  he  pursued  his  law  studies 
under  General  T.  W.  Sanderson  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Mahoning  bar  in  1879.  He  rap- 
idly attained  high  standing  in  practice.  For 
some  years  he  was  associated  in  practice  at 
Youngstown  w^ith  William  A.  Maline  and 
later  with  Thomas  E.  Connell.  Almost  from 
the  beginning  of  his  active  career  he  rendered 
service  to  the  Republican  party,  and  with  the 
natural  growth  of  his  influence  and  ability  in 
politics  he  became  the  uanimous  choice  of  his 
party  in  this  county  for  his  present  office. 

Mr.  Kennedy  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio 
State  and  Mahoning  County  Bar  associations 
and  of  the  Republican  Club  of  Youngstown.' 
He  affiliates  with  the  B.  P.  O.  Elks.  He  mar- 
ried, in  1884,  Miss  Phebe  Irwin.  Her  father, 
Henry  Irwin,  w^as  an  old  resident  of  Newton 
Falls.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kennedy  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Grace.  Their  Youngstown  residence  is 
at  130  Madison  avenue. 

RussEi.L  K.  Ramsey  has  attained  prestige 
and  success  in  the  practice  of  law  in  San- 
dusky. He  is  a  member  of  the  professional 
firm  of  King  &  Ramsey,  which  is  largely  in- 
terested in  corporate  practice,  representing  to 
a  very  large  extent  local  manufacturing  and 
public  service  corporations,  numbering  among 
others  the  Sandusky  Gas  and  Electric  Com- 
pany, the  Pennsylvania  Company,  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  and  the  lo- 
cal lines  of  electric  railway.  And  in  this 
particular  class  of  work  Mr.  Ramsey  has 
taken  a  very  active  part.  He  is  a  director 
of  The  Cedar  Point  Resort  Company  and  The 
Inter  State  Ice  Company,  a  trustee  of  the  San- 
dusky Business  Men's  Association  and  inter- 
ested in  a  number  of  local  corporations. 

Russell  K.  Ramsey  was  born  on  May  27, 
1878,  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  born  to  Gustavus 
F.  and  Margaret  A.  (Young)  Ramsey.  His 
father  has  been  in  the  telegraph  service  of  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  for  more  than  thirty- 
five  years,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  point 
of  service  and  one  of  the  best  known  repre- 
sentatives of  that  company  in  Columbus,  Ohio. 
The  son  continued  a  resident  of  the  city  of 
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his  birth  until  July  of  igoo,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1898  in  the  arts  course 
of  the  collegiate  department  of  the  Ohio  State 
University,  and  of  the  law  class  of  the  same 
institution  of  1900.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
state  bar  in  May  of  the  latter  year,  and  at 
once  became  associated  in  the  practice  of  law 
with  the  Hon.  Edmund  B.  King,  who  had 
then  just  resigned  from  the  circuit  bench, 
and  with  the  Hon.  W.  E.  Guerin,  Jr.,  later 
a  representative  from  his  district  to  the  state 
legislature.  In  1904  Mr.  Guerin  left  for  Ore- 
gon, and  that  law  partnership  was  succeeded 
by  the  present  firm  of  King  &  Ramsey,  and 
while  there  have  since  been  several  changes 
of  temporary  duration  in  the  office,  the 
firm  remains  at  the  present  time  as  it  was 
organized  in  1904.  Mr.  Ramsey  in  politics 
is  a  Republican,  is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Delta 
Theta,  a  college  fraternity,  and  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  and  a  Knight  Templar  Mason. 

On  September  25,  1901,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Florence  L.  Samuel,  of  Columbus.  Her 
father.  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Samuel,  of  Welsh 
extraction  and  who  died  in  1890,  was  for 
many  years  a  wholesale  druggist  in  that  city, 
but  in  later  years  retired  from  business  and 
devoted  his  time  to  looking  after  his  own  finan- 
cial interests  and  to  the  handling  of  real  es- 
tate. Mr.  Samuel  was  an  able  business  man, 
of  irreproachable  reputation  and  character, 
one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Columbus 
and  one  who  aided  largely  in  the  development 
and  growth  of  that  city. 

Henry  C.  Strong. — A  sterling  scion  of 
one  of  the  old  and  honored  pioneer  families 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  of  which  he  is  a 
native  son,  Henry  C.  Strong  has  well  upheld 
the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he  bears,  and 
as  a  loyal  and  progressive  citizen  and  sub- 
stantial business  man  he  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  the  best  interests  of  the  fine  old 
Reserve  for  many  years.  He  is  now  living 
in  the  city  of  Sandusky,  where  he  has  been 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Motor 
Company  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 
For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  whole- 
sale grocery  business  in  Newark,  this  state, 
whence  he  removed  to  Sandusky  in  1893.  He 
was  born  in  Groton  township,  Erie  county, 
Ohio,  on  October  4,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of 
Lyman  E.  and  Calista  Lucinda  (Nims) 
Strong,  concerning  whom  more  specific  men- 
tion will  be  made  in  another  paragraph. 

The  lineage  of  the  Strong  family  in  Amer- 
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ica  is  traced  back  to  Elder  John  Strong,  who 
was  a  native  of  England  and  a  scion  of  staunch 
English  ancestry  whose  record  is  authentic- 
ally traced  for  many  generations  in  the  "right 
little,  tight  little  isle."  On  March  20,  1630, 
Elder  John  Strong  sailed  from  Plymouth, 
England,  for  America,  and  he  disembarked 
at  Nantasket  (Hull),  Massachusetts,  on  the 
30th  of  the  following  May.  He  first  settled  at 
Dorchester,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of  the 
founders,  as  was  he  later  of  Hingham  and 
Taunton,  Massachusetts;  Windsor,  Connecti- 
cut, and  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  About 
1645  he  removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  but 
m  1659  he  returned  to  Massachusetts  and  es- 
tablished his  residence  in  Northampton.  He 
was  a  man  of  strong  individuaHty  and  much 
intellectuality,  so  that  he  was  well  fitted  for 
leadership  in  the  social  and  public  affairs  of 
the  various  communities  in  which  he  resided 
for  varying  intervals.  He  was  a  tanner  by 
trade,  through  which  he  gained  decisive  pros- 
perity. He  was  the  first  ruling  elder  in  the 
church  at  Northampton,  and  was  ordained 
as  such  on  June  24,  1663.  ^^  was  made  a 
freeman  of  both  Boston  and  Plymouth  colo- 
nies and  represented  Taunton  as  deputy  to  the 
general  court  in  Plymouth  for  several  years. 
He  died  at  Northampton  on  April  14,  1699, 
and  at  the  time  of  his  demise  he  had  eighteen 
children,  114  grandchildren  and  thirty-three 
great-grandchildren — a  total  of  163  living  de- 
scendants. His  first  wife,  whose  name  is  not 
a  matter  of  record,  died  on  shipboard  on  the 
voyage  to  America.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Abigal  Ford,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Ford,  of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 

Thomas  Strong,  son  of  John  and  Abigal 
(Ford)  Strong,  was  born  about  1633  and  died, 
m  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  October  3, 
1689,  when  about  fifty-six  years  of  age.  On 
December  5,  1650,  he  married  Mary  Hewett, 
and  after  her  death  he  married  Rachel  Holton, 
on  October  10,  1671.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Connecticut  militia,  having  served  as  a 
trooper  under  Major  Mason  in  1658,  at  Wind- 
sor. 

Joseph  Strong,  son  of  Thomas  and  Rachel 
(Holton)  Strong,  was  born  December  2,  1672. 
In  1694  he  married  Sarah  Allen.  He  was 
familiarly  known  as  Justice  Joseph  Strong. 
In  171 6  he  removed  with  his  family  from 
Northampton  to  Coventry,  Connecticut,  where 
he  ser\'ed  as  town  treasurer,  justice  of  the 
peace  and  selectman.  He  was  the  first  rep- 
resentative of  Coventry  in  the  colonial  legis- 
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lature,  to  which  he  was  elected  for  fifty-two 
conseci^tive  terms. 

Deacon  Phineas  Strong,  son  of  Justice  Jo- 
seph Strong  and  Sarah  (Allen)  Strong,  of 
Coventry,  Connecticut,  was  born  about  1704. 
On  November  5,  1724,  was  solemnized  his 
marriage  to  Mary  Parker,  daughter  of  Dea- 
con Thomas  Parker.  He  was  a  successful 
farmer  in  Coventry,  was  elected  to  the  gen- 
eral assembly  thirty-eight  times,  served  as  se- 
lectman for  six  years,  was  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years, 
and  for  a  protracted  period  was  a  deacon  of 
the  church  in  Coventrv. 

Ozias  Strong,  son  of  Phineas  and  Mary 
(Parker)  Strong,  was  born  September  3,  1734, 
and  on  August  9,  1757,  he  married  Susannah 
West,  daughter  of  Pelatiah  and  Elizabeth 
(Lathrop)  West,  of  Tolland,  Connecticut.  He 
died  in  Homer,  Cortland  county,  New  York, 
November  21,  1807. 

Major  Joseph  Strong,  son  of  Ozias  and 
Susannah  (West)  Strong,  figures  as  the 
founder  of  the  Strong  family  in  Ohio.  He 
was  born  March  13,  1765,  and  on  February 
13,  1792,  he  married  Chloe  Cogswell,  of 
Lanesboro,  Massachusetts.  She  died  July  24, 
1799,  and  on  October  24,  1799,  he  married 
Lucy  Elderkin,  daughter  of  Captain  Vine 
Elderkin  and  Lvdia  (White)  Elderkin,  of 
Manlius,  New  York,  whither  they  removed 
from  Windham,  Connecticut.  Major  Strong 
served  twenty-eight  months  and  twenty-eight 
days  as  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  In  1787  he  removed  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  Great  Bend,  Pennsylvania,  from 
which  place  he  later  removed  to  Fabius,  N^ew 
York.  From  the  latter  place  he  removed  to 
Manlius,  that  state,  where  he  continued  his 
residence  until  18 13.  in  which  year  he  came 
with  his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
established  his  home  in  Lyme  township,  Hu- 
ron county,  where  he  became  one  of  the  first 
settlers.  He  became  a  man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  pioneer  community  and 
served  for  some  time  as  judge  of  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  Huron  countv.  He  se- 
cured  a  large  tract  of  land  in  this  county 
and  reclaimed  much  of  the  same  to  cultiva- 
tion. He  continued  to  maintain  his  home  in 
Lyme  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
March  31,  1835. 

Lyman  Elderkin  Strong,  son  of  Major  Jo- 
seph and  Lucy  (Elderkin)  Strong,  was  born 
at  Manlius,  Onondaga  county.  New  York,  on 


June  19.  1802,  and  thus  was  about  eleven 
>ears  of  age  at  the  time  of  the  family  re- 
moval to  Ohio,  in  181 3.  He  became  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  and  farmer  at  Lyme,  Huron 
county,  and  later  at  Plymouth,  Richland 
county,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1889.  O" 
May  I,  1831,  was  solemnized  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Calista  Lucinda  Nims,  who  was  born 
April  3,  1812,  at  Shelburn,  Massachusetts,  and 
who  was  a  daughter  of  Elihu  and  Zilpha 
(Long)  Nims,  of  English  ancestry.  Mrs. 
Strong  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in 
1891,  and  both  she  and  her  husband  were 
devout  and  earnest  church  members.  Thev 
lived  lives  of  usefulness  and  honor  and  their 
names  merit  aii  enduring  place  on  the  roll 
of  those  who  contributed  their  quota  to  the 
social  and  material  development  and  progress 
of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 

Henry  Clay  Strong,  whose  name  initiates 
this  review,  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
of  the  five  children  of  Lyman  E.  and  Calista 
Lucinda  (Nims)  Strong,  and  the  date  and 
place  of  his  birth  have  been  duly  noted  in 
the  opening  paragraph  of  this  article.  Of 
the  children  one  son  and  one  daughter  are 
now  living  (1910).  Mr.  Strong  was  aflForded 
the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  of 
Plymouth,  Richland  and  Huron  counties,  Ohio. 
He  was  engaged  in  clerking  at  the  time  of  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  war.  His  intrinsic  loy- . 
alty  and  patriotism  were  significantly  mani- 
fested when  in  the  summer  of  1861  he  tried 
to  enlist  under  the  first  call  for  three  years' 
service,  but  failed  to  pass  the  surgeon's  ex- 
amination. He  enlisted  May  28,  .1862,  in 
Company  B.  Eighty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  for  three  months'  service  and  was 
appointed  first  corporal.  At  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  enlistment  he  re-enlisted  as  a 
member  of  Company  D,  HoflFman  Batallion, 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  appointed 
second  sers:eant.  In  December,  1863,  the 
HoflFman  Batallion  was  enlarged  to  a  regi- 
ment, the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth, 
O.  V.  I.,  and  he  was  appointed  commissary 
sergeant  of  the  regiment.  On  May  9,  1864. 
he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  and  regi- 
mental quartermaster.  He  served  with  the 
regiment  and  on  detached  duty  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Chase,  Columbus,  Ohio,  Tulv  13,  1865,  ^i"^ 
duly  received  his  honorable  discharge.  He  is 
aflftliated  with  both  the  Grand  Armv  of  the 
Republic  and  the  military  order  of  the  Loyal 
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Legion  of  the  United  States,  and  has  ever 
shown  a  deep  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in 
arms.  ^ 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Strong  lo- 
cated at  Sandusky,  and  in  December,  1865, 
he  was  appointed  paymaster  for  the  Sandusky, 
Dayton  &  Cincinnati  Railroad  Company,  with 
headquarters  at  Sandusky.  From  July,  1867, 
until  January,  1874,  he  was  engaged  as  a 
traveling  salesman,  representing  a  wholesale 
lumber  house  in  Sandusky.  On  January  i, 
1874,  he  became  a  partner  with  John  S.  Fleek 
in  a  well  established  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Newark,  Ohio.  This  business  was 
carried  on  with  marked  success  until  January 
I.  1903,  when  the  firm  of  Fleek,  Strong  & 
Company  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Strong  having 
been  the  senior  partner  for  the  last  ten  years. 
His  impaired  health  made  it  necessary  for  him 
to  retire  from  active  business.  He  has  since 
given  his  attention  mainly  to  the  super- 
vision of  his  various  capitalistic  and  prop- 
■erty  interests  and  in  1897  ^^  became  one  of 
the  interested  principals  in  the  organization 
and  incorporation  of  the  Ohio  Motor  Com- 
pany, of  Sandusky,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  president  and  treasurer  and  to  the  admin- 
istration of  whose  business  he  devotes  much 
of  his  time.  This  company  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacturing  of  gas  and  gasoline  engines 
and  represents  one  of  the  important  industrial 
concerns  of  Sandusky,  in  which  city  Mr. 
Strong  has  maintained  his  home  since  1893, 
as  already  noted  in  this  context.  Mr.  Strong 
is  known  as  a  progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizen  and  his  course  in  life  has  been  so 
guided  and  governed  as  to  gain  and  retain 
to  him  the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  who  know  him.  In  politics,  though 
never  a  seeker  of  public  office,  he  accords  a 
staunch  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
in  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church. 

On  September  21,  1865.  at  Sandusky,  Ohio, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Henry  C. 
Strong  to  Miss  Mary  Harper,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  and  who  is 
a  daughter  of  Rice  and  Susannah  (Montgom- 
ery) Harper.  Her  father  served  as  draft 
commissioner  during  the  Civil  war,  was  clerk 
of  the  courts  of  Erie  county  for  a  period  of 
fifteen  years  and  was  numbered  among  the 
representative  members  of  the  bar  of  the 
county.  He  was  a  grandson  of  Captain  Alex- 
ander Harper,  who  was  born  on  February 
:22,    1744,    in    Middletown,    Connecticut.      In 


1754  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  re- 
moval to  Cherry  Vajley,  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  In 
1770  Captain  Harper  removed  to  Delaware 
county,  New  York,  and  he  served  as  a  valiant 
soldier  of  the  Continental  army  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution.  In  1777  he  received  com- 
mission as  second  lieutenant  and  in  1780  he 
was  made  captain  of  his  company.  On  April 
7,  1780,  he  was  captured  by  the  Indians  un- 
der Captain  Brant.  He  ran  the  gauntlet  and 
met  the  trying  ordeal  bravely  and  successfully, 
as  he  made  his  escape  to  Fort  Niagara,  where 
he  was  given  protection  by  the  British  offi- 
cers. Later  he  w^as  again  captured  by  the 
British,  and  he  was  taken  in  irons  to  Quebec, 
where  he  was  imprisoned  for  a  time  and  then 
placed  on  a  prison  ship.  He  was  released  in 
1783,  after  having  been  held  in  capivity  for 
two  years  and  eight  months.  In  June,  1798, 
this  gallant  patriot  removed  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  settled  in  Harpersfield  township, 
Ashtabula  countv.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to 
there  establish  a  home  and  he  succeeded  in 
reclaiming  a  considerable  tract  of  land  from 
the  wilderness  prior  to  his  death. 

Henry  C.  and  Mary  (Harper)  Strong  be- 
came the  parents  of  one  child.  Harper  Lyman 
Strong,  who  was  born  on  May  8,  1880,  and 
who  died  on  April  9  of  the  following  year. 
On  June  2,  1909,  they  legally  adopted  Will- 
iam Henry  Spencer,  a  son  of  Mr.  Strong's 
sisier,  and  he  has  since  borne  the  familv  name 
of  Strong. 

William  Henry  Spencer  Strong  was  born  at 
Plymouth,  Ohio,  on  July  10,  1869,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  Byron  Spencer  and  Sarah 
King  (Strong)  Spencer,  the  latter  of  whom 
Is  a  daugfhter  of  Lyman  E.  and  Calista  Lu- 
cinda  (Nims)  Strong,  previously  mentioned 
in  this  article.  William  H.  S.  Strong  w^as  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  public  schools 
of  Plymouth,  Ohio,  and  thereafter  continued 
his  studies  in  the  Ohio  State  University,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  1891,  with  the  degree 
of  Ph.  G.  He  is  now  secretary  and  assistant 
treasurer  of  the  Ohio  Motor  Company,  of 
which  his  foster  father  is  president  and  treas- 
urer, as  stated  in  a  preceding  paragraph.  On 
October  25,  1893,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Rena  LaDow,  daughter  of  Amos  and 
Lozina  (Roaks)  LaDow,  of  Plymouth,  Ohio, 
and  the  two  children  of  this  union  are:  Mary 
Spencer  Strong,  born  April  9,  1903;  and 
George  Henry  Spencer  Strong,  born  March 
16,  1906. 
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Thomas  Morrison  Sloane,  the  oldest  son 
of  Hon.  Rush  R.  and  Sarah  (Morrison) 
Sloane,  late  of  Sandusky  was  born  July  28, 
1854,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  where  he  received 
his  earliest  education.  Having  completed  the 
course  of  study  in  the  Sandusky  schools  he 
in  the  fall  of  1869  entered  the  Episcopal  Acad- 
emy at  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  and  in  Septem- 
ber, 1870,  entered  the  Exeter  Phillips  Acad- 
emy, at  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  to  prepare 
for  college,  while  in  June,  1873,  he  was  grad- 
uated from  that  institution.  In  the  following 
September  he  entered  Harvard  College,  where 
he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. 
in  June,  1877.  He  subsequently  studied  law 
for  a  vear  in  the  office  of  H.  and  L.  H.  Good- 
win,  in  Sandusky,  and  in  the  fall  of  1878  en- 
tered the  law  department  of  the  University  of 
Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  in  the 
spring  of  1880.  In  May,  1880,  having  passed 
successfully  the  examinations  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Ohio,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Ohio  bar.  He  has  since  been  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession 
in  Sandusky  for  six  years,  having  been  in 
partnership  with  E.  B.  King,  the  remainder 
of  the  time  being  alone. 

Judge  Sloane  has  been  prominent  for  many 
years  in  the  leading  affairs  of  the  city,  his 
influence  being  felt  in  educational,  business, 
social  and  political  circles.  For  two  years  he 
was  secretary  and  treasurer  and  a  director  of 
the  Sandusky  Tool  Company;  was  for  two 
years  president  of  the  city  council,  and  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Sandusky  Board  of  Edu- 
cation, resigning  the  position  on  being  elected 
judge.  In  November,  1905.  he  was  elected 
judge  of  the  Probate  Court  of  Erie  county, 
and  served  with  such  ability  that  in  November, 
1908.  he  was  je-elected  to  the  same  office. 

The  judge  is  very  active  in  church  work, 
and  since  1881  has  been  a  member  of  the  ves- 
try of  Grace  church  parish  in  Sandusky  and 
is  now  the  senior  warden.  He  is  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  Samaritan  Hospital  and 
a  member  of  its  board  of  managrers.  Jud,e:e 
Sloane  is  a  member  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the  diocese  of  Ohio,  of  which  diocese 
he  has  been  chancellor  since  1895  and  has  been 
a  deputy  to  the  general  conventions  since  1895. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Church  Club  of  Cleve- 
land. Socially  the  iudge  belone:s  to  the  Sun- 
yendeand  Club,  of  Sandusky,  of  which  he  was 
president  for  two  terms  and  for  years  served 
on  its  board  of  trustees.     He  also  belongs  to 


the  Men's  Literary  Club,  and  was  formerly 
a  member  of  the  Harvard  Club  of  New  York. 
Judge  Sloane  also  belongs  to  the  Business 
Men's  Association  of  Sandusky,  of  which  he 
is  one  of  the  directors ;  and  for  thirteen  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  Ohio  National 
Guard,  the  last  six  years  of  the  time  serving 
as  adjutant  of  the  Sixteenth  Regiment  of  In- 
fantry. 

On  June  22,  188 1,  at  Sandusky,  Ohio,  Judge 
Sloane  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
Maria  Carswell,  a  daughter  of  Pitt  and  Mary 
Townsend  Cooke,  Rev.  Louis  S.  Osborne  offi- 
ciating. The  judge  and  Mrs.  Sloane  have 
two  children,  namely:  Rush  Richard,  born 
October  25,  1884,  named  for  his  grandfather, 
was  graduated  from  Harvard  University  with 
the  class  of  1908;  and  Thomas  Morrison,  Jr., 
born  January  14,  1893,  who  is  preparing  for 
Harvard  University  at  Milton  Academy  in 
Milton,  Massachusetts. 

Clark  Center  deserves  mention  among  the 
honored  pioneers  of  Sandusky  who  took  an 
active  part  in  much  of  its  early  and  subse- 
quent development  and  among  those  whose 
citizenship  have  proved  an  honor  to  its  name. 
He  had  his  nativity  in  Wayne  county.  New 
York,  September  3,  1833,  the  youngest  of  the 
nine  children  born  to  James  H.  Center  from 
Lyons,  that  state.  The  mother  died  when 
this  son  was  but  three  years  of  age,  and 
shortly  after  her  death,  in  about  the  year  of 
1836,  the  father  came  with  his  children  to 
Ohio,  journeying  by  boat  to  Buffalo,  New 
York,  and  thence  by  team  to  their  destina- 
tion in  Greenfield  township,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  where  James  H.  Center,  the  father, 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  and  died.  The 
farm  which  he  selected  was  on  Huron  river, 
and  he  continued  its  cultivation  until  his  life's 
labors  were  ended. 

The  son  Clark  after  their  arrival  in  Ohio 
was  hired  out  to  a  farmer  by  the  month,  thus 
continuing  for  a  number  of  years,  and  finally 
he  learned  the  machinist's  trade  and  came  to 
Sandusky  in  1854.  Here  he  followed  his  trade, 
working  bv  the  dav  until  appointed  a  foreman 
of  a  shop,  and  after  the  failure  of  the  firm 
with  which  he  was  connected  in  t8.S7  ^^  started 
a  shop  of  his  own  and  conducted  it  until  1861. 
This  vear  marked  the  opening  of  the  war  be- 
tween the  north  and  the  south,  and,  selling 
his  shop,  Mr.  Center  raised  a  companv,  first 
obtaining  his  commission  from  the  U.  S.  gov- 
ernment, which  was  dated  September  3,  1861, 
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and  he  succeeded  in  raising  Company  I  of  the 
Ohio  Volunteer  Cavalry  and  was  made  its  first 
lieutenant.  Leaving  with  his  command  for 
Camp  Denison  they  were  stationed  there  for  a 
time,  were  then  in  Cincinnati,  next  went  down 
the  river  to  Louisville,  and  then  started  on  the 
march  with  horses  and  wagons  through  the 
country.  Company  1  was  composed  of  re- 
cruits from  Erie,  Huron  and  Ottawa  counties, 
and  some  from  Shelby,  and  it  was  organ- 
ized entirely  through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Cen- 
ter. Some  time  later  he  was  stricken  with: 
typhoid  fever  and  finally  given  up  for  dead 
and  taken  home,  but  in  time  sufficiently  re- 
cuperated to  rejoin  his  company  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Tennessee,  although  he  wjs  soon  dis- 
charged on  account  of  disability.  He  then  re- 
enlisted  in  the  100-day  service  and  was  de- 
tailed with  his  command  to  guard  the  city  of 
Washington. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Center  re- 
turned to  Sandusky  and  again  resumed  the 
machinist's  trade,  opening  a  place  of  his  own, 
and  he  has  ever  since  retained  an  interest  in 
the  business.  In  1872  he  was  appointed  a 
revenue  collector  by  the  U.  S.  government, 
and  during  his  four  years'  incumbency  of  that 
office  collected  $1,000,000  of  revenue  each 
year.  Elected  in  1868,  he  served  twelve  years 
as  a  councilman,  and  he  also  has  the  honor 
of  organizing  the  first  police  force  in  San- 
dusky, the  force  having  been  organized  with 
five  men,  and  lie  has  held  many  other  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust  in  his  home  city.  He 
always  supported  the  Republican  ticket  until 
Br}'an  was  nominated  for  president,  for  whom 
he  voted  twice,  but  voted  for  Taft  in  1908.  He 
has  proved  an  efficient  local  worker  for  the 
party's  cause.  Mr.  Center  is  honored  in  San- 
dusky as  one  of  its  pioneers  and  as  one  of  its 
true  and  worthv  citizens. 

Isaac  D.  Tuttle.— When  it  is  stated  that 
Mr.  Tuttle  was  a  member  of  a  family  whose 
name  has  been  identified  with  the  historv  of 
Portage  county  for  more  than  a  century  it 
will  be  readily  understood  that  the  record  dates 
back  to  the  early  pioneer  epoch  in  the  fine  old 
Western  Reserve.  The  second  white  family 
to  make  settlement  in  what  is  now  Palmyra 
township.  Portage  county,  was  that  of  which 
Isaac  D.  Tuttle  was  a  scion  in  the  third  genera- 
tion, and  by  virtue  of  his  ancestral  prestige  as 
well  as  by  reason  of  his  high  personal  standing 
as  a  representative  citizen  of  his  native  county 
is  he  eminently  entitled  to  consideration  in  this 


work,  dedicated  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
its  people.  He  resided  in  the  attractive  little 
city  of  Kent,  and  in  addition  to  being  a  promi- 
nent and  extensive  contractor  was  also  vice- 
president  of  the  Kent  National  Bank. 

The  Tuttle  family  traces  its  genealogy  back 
through  a  long  line  of  stanch  English  stock, 
and  the  original  orthography  of  the  name  was 
Tottle,  derived,  according  to  mythological  tra- 
dition, from  the  name  of  a  son  of  one  of  the 
gods  who  held  sway  on  the  heights  of  Mount 
Olympus.  The  American  branch  was  founded 
by  three  brothers  of  the  name  who  came  to  the 
new  world  in  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  and  established  homes  in  New  Eng- 
land, where  was  cradled  so  much  of  our  na- 
tional history.  The  generous  old  colony  of 
Massachusetts  figures  as  the  original  abiding 
place  of  the  ancestors  of  Mr.  Tuttle. 

Isaac  Dexter  Tuttle  was  bom  in  Palmyra 
township.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  ist  of 
October,  1849,  and  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Tuttle, 
who  was  born  in  the  same  township,  on  the 
17th  of  October,  1816 — one  of  the  first  white 
children  to  be  ushered  into  the  world  in  that 
section  of  the  count  v.  Isaac  Tuttle  was  a  son 
of  John  Tuttle,  who  was  born  in  Massachusetts 
April  8,  1763,  and  who  came  to  Ohio  from 
that  state  in  1805,  to  number  himself  among 
the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  After 
making  the  long  and  weary  journey  to  Ohio, 
which  was  then  considered  on  the  very  frontier 
of  civilization,  he  located  in  Palmvra  town- 
ship.  Portage  county,  where  he  secured  a  large 
tract  of  heavilv  timbered  land  and  essaved  the 
herculean  task  of  reclaiming  a  farm  from  the 
wilderness.  Thus  from  the  year  1805  has  the 
name  of  Tuttle  been  linked  with  the  history  of 
this  favored  section  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  the  name  has  ever  stood  exponent  of  ster- 
ling integrity  and  of  productive  activity  in  con- 
nection with  the  industrial  and  civic  life  of  the 
community.  None  more  than  the  Tuttles  merit 
the  title  of  founders  and  builders  of  Portage 
county.  John  Tuttle  gave  his  attention  to  the 
work  of  the  pioneer  farm  with  all  energ}*  and 
ability,  and  became  one  of  the  influential  men 
in  the  community  in  which  he  was  the  second 
white  settler.  At  the  inception  of  the  war  of 
1 81 2  he  enlisted  for  service,  and  he  thereafter 
took  part  in  the  various  operations  of  the  mili- 
tary forces  in  this  section  of  the  state.  He 
and  his  faithful  wife  lived  up  to  the  full  ten- 
sion of  the  pioneer  days  and  continued  to  re- 
side on  their  homestead  farm  until  their  death. 
Their  names  have  an  enduring  place  on  the 
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roll  of  those  who  assisted  in  laying  broad  and 
deep  the  foundations  upon  which  has  been 
reared  one  of  the  most  opulent  and  attractive 
counties  of  the  Western  Reserve. 

Isaac  Tuttle,  father  of  the  late  Isaac  D.  Tut- 
tle,  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  just  men- 
tioned, and  there  was  reared  to  maturity  under 
the  environments  and  conditions  marking  the 
pioneer  era.  His  scholastic  opportunities  were 
confined  to  the  primitive  subscription  schools 
and  were  limited  to  a  degree,  owing  to  the 
very  exigencies  of  time  and  place.  The  major 
portion  of  his  active  career  was  marked  by 
close  association  with  the  great  basic  industry 
of  agriculture,  and  it  was  his  to  attain  to  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  his 
native  township  and  county.  In  Ravenna,  this 
county,  August  27,  1840,  was  solemnized  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Martha  Lena  Glass,  who  was 
born  at  Beaver,  Columbian  county,  Maryland, 
October  12,  1820,  and  the  young  couple  then 
located  in  the  little  village  of  Palmyra,  where 
they  remained  until  1867,  and  where  Mr.  Tut- 
tle followed  the  vocation  of  carpenter  and  con- 
tractor. In  the  year  last  mentioned  he  re- 
moved to  a  farm  a  half  mile  south  of  Palmyra 
Center,  where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his  life, 
and  where  he  died  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-four  years.  On  the  same  homestead  oc- 
curred the  death  of  his  wife,  who  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years,  five  months 
and  five  days.  They  lived  lives  of  signal  honor 
and  usefulness^  and  their  memories  are  revered 
by  all  who  came  within  the  sphere  of  their 
gracious  influence.  They  became  the  parents 
of  ten  children,  whose  names  are  entered  in 
order  of  birth:  Amy,  Martha,  Emeline,  Les- 
ter, Isaac  Dexter,  Francis,  Lafayette,  Tibbals, 
Mary  and  Oliver. 

Isaac  Dexter  Tuttle,  who  was  commonly  des- 
ignated  by  his  second  name,  Dexter,  gained 
his  early  educational  discipline  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  township  of  Palmyra,  and 
from  his  boyhood  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
work  of  the  home  farm  and  also  in  carpenter 
and  stone  work,  in  which  he  became  a  compe- 
tent artisan.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years 
he  began  his  independent  business  career  by 
identifying  himself  with  railroad  work,  in  the 
capacity  of  stone  mason,  and  he  followed  this 
vocation  until  1882,  when  he  engaged  in  con- 
tracting for  the  construction  of  railroad 
bridges.  His  first  contract  was  for  the  build- 
ing of  a  bridge  in  the  village  of  Kent,  for  the 
Pittsburg,  Cleveland  &  Toledo  Railroad,  now 
a  part  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  system.     He 


continued  in  contract  work  of  this  order  dur- 
ing the  long:  intervening  period  of  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  within  which  his  opera- 
tions had  been  extensive,  involving  the  han- 
dling of  many  important  contracts.  He  com- 
pleted contracts  reaching  as  high  a  figure  as 
$100,000,  and  his  record  was  one  notable  for 
its  fidelity  to  terms  of  contract  and  for  marked 
executive  and  administrative  ability.  He 
gained  prestige  as  an  honorable  and  progres- 
sive business  man,  and  his  success,  which  was 
pronounced,  represents  the  direct  results  of  his 
own  eflForts.  He  maintained  his  home  in  the 
city  of  Kent  since  1884,  and  was  one  of  the 
chief  stockholders  of  the  Kent  National  Bank, 
of  which  h«  was  vice-president.  As  a  citizen 
he  was  essentially  loyal  and  public-spirited, 
and  while  he  never  consented  to  become  a  can- 
didate for  public  office  he  accorded  a  stanch 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  though  he 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Democratic 
party.  He  was  a  man  of  broad  practical  in- 
formation and  alert  mentality,  genial  and 
kindly  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men, 
and  one  of  the  popular  citizens  of  the  county 
which  was  ever  his  home  and  in  which  the 
family  name  is  one  of  the  most  honored.  Mr. 
Tuttle  attained  to  the  chivalric  degrees  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  was  identified 
with  Akron  Commandery,  Knights  Templars, 
at  Akron,  and  was  also  a  member  of  Al  Koran 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles 
of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  Cleveland.  He  died 
March  5,  1909. 

In  1873  ^I^-  Tuttle  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Phoebe  Olnistead,  who  died  in  1876. 
January  25,  1884,  Mr.  Tuttle  wedded  Miss 
Frankie  Newnham,  and  to  them  were  born 
two  children,  Isaac  Leigh,  wht)  has  taken  up 
his  father's  work,  and  Harriet  Ruth,  who  is 
attending  high  school  at  Kent.  Mrs.  Peter 
Boettler  was  a  daughter  by  the  first  marriage. 

Samukl  J.  Catherman  is  Sandusky's  old- 
est railroad  mechanic,  and  to  him  also  belongs 
the  honorable  distinction  of  inventing  the  pres- 
ent form  of  passenger  cars.  His  name  is  in- 
eflfaceably  traced  on  the  pages  of  the  city's 
history,  and  his  influence  here  has  been  far- 
reaching  and  eflPective,  his  life's  span  cover- 
ing an  era  of  splendid  achievements.  He  well 
remembeis  the  day,  seventy-five  years  and 
more  ago,  when  the  first  engine  was  put  to- 
gether in  the  old  shops  of  the  Mad  River 
Railroad  in  this  city,  and  the  engine  was  the 
"Sandusky,"  the  first   ever  run  west  of  the 
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Allegheny  mountains  and  the  first  in  the  world, 
so  history  tells,  that  was  equipped  with  a 
steam  whistle.  During  his  association  with 
the  old  Mad  River  shops  little  side  door  cars, 
much  resembling  the  present  day  box  cars, 
were  used  on  all  steam  roads,  and  to  the 
general  overseer,  Gregg,  Mr.  Catherman  sug- 
gested the  idea  of  building  a  car  with  doors 
on  the  ends  and  reversible  seats,  and  the  idea 
appealing  to  Mr.  Gregg,  Mr.  Catherman  was 
instructed  to  go  ahead  and  design  such  a  car, 
and  from  the  coaches  designed  by  him  and 
built  at  the  Mad  River  shops  the  present  day 
luxurious  coaches  had  their  origin. 

Mr.  Catherman  was  born  in  Union  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  1817,  a  son  of  George  and 
Philadelphia  (Jones)  Catherman,  the  father 
born  in  Union  county  and  the  mother  in  Phila- 
delphia. At  the  age  of  fifteen  the  son  Samuel 
was  bound  out  to  David  Moore  to  learn  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  the  young  lad's  asso- 
ciation with  him  continued  through  seven 
years,  and  after  the  third  year  he  had  con- 
trol of  all  the  work.  After  a  time  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  for  his  mother,  his  sister  and 
brother,  and  brought  them  to  Sandusky,  mak- 
ing the  journey  in  a  covered  wagon.  He  sub- 
sequently had  charge  of  the  work  of  Mr. 
White,  a  carpenter,  for  three  years,  and  then 
becoming  a  contractor  on  his  own  account  he 
continued  along  that  line  for  forty  years, 
Laurence  Cable  being  his  first  partner,  and 
one  of  their  first  contracts  was  the  construc- 
tion of  2,000  reapers,  known  as  the  Hero 
reaper  and  invented  bv  a  Mr.  Henderson. 
This  contract  was  received  in  the  spring  of 
1856,  and  in  the  following  fall  they  were 
awarded  the  contract  for  building  the  Wash- 
ington street  pavement,  the  partnership  be- 
ing dissolved  when  that  work  was  completed. 
Mr.  Catherman  built  some  twenty-two  lime 
kilns  and  many  residences,  and  later  assumed 
the  contract  for  the  building  of  the  cribbing 
for  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company  in  the 
bay  at  the  east  and  west  ends  of  the  city  of 
Sandusky.  His  next  contract  was  the  build- 
ing of  the  Bay  Bridge,  in  which  he  employed 
some  300  men,  and  that  work  gained  for  him 
the  reputation  of  performing  the  fastest  work 
of  its  kind  ever  accomplished.  It  being  neces- 
sary to  have  an  engine  and  two  flat  cars  at 
Danbury,  he  loaded  the  engine  on  the  two 
cars  and  towed  them  across  the  bay  on  a  scow 
and  unloaded  them,  all  this  done  in  a  single 
day.     His  work  was  not  always  quickly,  but 


well  done,  and  he  gained  a  wide  reputation  in 
his  line. 

In  1844  Mr.  Catherman  wedded  Clarissa 
Gregg,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Clarissa 
(Hibbard)  Gregg,  the  father  born  in  New 
Hampshire  and  the  mother  in  Vermont.  They 
came  to  Sandusky  during  an  early  period  in 
the  city's  history,  and  their  daughter  Clarissa 
was  born  here  in  the  year. of  1823.  Six  chil- 
dren blessed  this  marriage  union,  and  four  are 
yet  living,  but  the  wife  and  mother  is  de- 
ceased, dying  in  1907,  after  many  years  of 
happy  married  life,  leaving  the  companion  of 
so  manv  vears  to  continue  the  remainder  of 
life's  earthly  pilgrimage  alone.  He  has  always 
supported  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
General  Harrison.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  church. 

Laurence  Cable. — The  name  of  Laurence 
Cable  is  revered  and  honored  in  Sandusky. 
The  city  was  his  home  for  many  years,  and 
these  were  years  of  purposes  well  directed 
and  years  of  far-reaching  influence  which  af- 
fected for  good  many  of  its  institutions.  He 
was  born  in  the  village  of  Siegen,  Alsace-Lo- 
rain,  Germany,  but  which  was  at  that  time 
French  territory.  He  was  born  in  the  year 
of  1824,  and  in  the  spring  of  1843,  to  avoid 
being  conscripted  into  the  French  armv,  he 
left  his  native  place  for  America,  while  in 
the  spring  of  1844  he  arrived  in  Sandusky 
He  had  previously  learned  the  cabinet  maker's 
trade,  and  he  continued  at  the  work  here  un- 
til in  the  fall  of  1846  he  went  to  Washington, 
Indiana,  to  visit  a  brother  who  had  been  in 
America  some  time.  Realizing  the  advantages 
of  an  education  as  well  as  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  a  proper  use  of  the  English 
language  this  brother  advised  young  Laurence 
to  go  to  school,  and  the  latter  accordingly 
matriculated  in  Notre  Dame  L'^niversity  at 
South  Bend,  Indiana,  he  beine  able  to  pay  his 
own  way  through  school  through  work  at  his 
trade,  and  he  continued  in  college  until  the 
spring  of  1847. 

Mr.  Cable  then  returned  to  Sandusky  on  a 
visit,  but  was  prevailed  upon  by  his  acquaint- 
ances to  remain,  and  in  the  spring  of  1848  he 
married  Miss  Josephine  Zuercher  and  returned 
to  Washington,  Indiana,  where  his  young  wife 
died  in  1849  ^^  cholera.  There  was  one  child 
born  of  the  union,  a  daughter  whom  they 
named  Josephine,  and  she  is  now  Mrs.  Alex 
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Deck  and  a  resident  of  Sandusky.  In  the  fall 
of  1849  ^^^'  Cable  came  with  his  little  daugh- 
ter to  Sandusky,  and  securing  employment 
with  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company  he  re- 
mained with  them  until  in  1852  he  became 
associated  with  Ben  Iceman  to  furnish  the 
timber  for  building  the  Bay  Bridge  and  abut- 
ments at  Port  Clinton.  Mr.  Iceman  was  the 
contractor,  and  Mr.  Cable  was  made  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  work,  which  consumed 
about  one  year  to  complete.  In  1853  he  again 
joined  the  Mad  River  Railroad  Company,  and 
remaining  with  them  until  the  spring  of  1856 
he  then  formed  a  partnership  with  Samuel  J. 
Catherman  in  a  contract  to  build  about  2,000 
reapers,  which  were  known  as  the  Hero  and 
which  had  been  invented  by  a  Mr.  Hender- 
son. In  the  fall  of  1856  the  firm  secured  a 
contract  to  macadamize  Washington  street 
from  Wayne  to  Franklin  streets,  and  the  work 
was  so  well  performed  that  there  was  never 
a  dollar's  worth  of  expense  expended  on  that 
part  of  the  street  for  over  forty  years. 

On  the  completion  of  this  contract  the  firm 
dissolved  partnership,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1856,  associated  with  John  Bricht,  Mr.  Cable 
bought  the  John  Bean  shoe  store  and  con- 
ducted it  with  his  partner  until  1867.  Then 
purchasing  his  partner's  interest  he  conducted 
the  store  alone  until  in  1880  he  sold  it  to 
his  two  sons,  Edward  J.  and  Frank  L.  In 
the  fall  of  1872  the  Third  National  Bank  was 
organized,  with  Mr.  Cable  as  president  and 
George  J.  Anderson  as  cashier,  while  in  1892 
the  bank  was  reorganized  and  assumed  the 
name  of  the  Third  National  Exchange  Bank, 
Mr.  Cable  retaining  the  presidency,  a  position 
which  he  held  until  his  death  on  October  16, 
1904.  During  the  many  years  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Sandusky  he  performed  a  noble  work 
in  its  interests.  He  was  instrumental  in  ob- 
taining for  the  city  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad, 
and  shortly  before  his  death  he  bought  the 
Keach  home,  a  beautiful  and  valuable  prop- 
erty, and  gave  it  to  the  Sisters  of  Charity 
for  hospital  purposes,  and  which  is  today, 
through  subsequent  additions,  a  large  insti- 
tution and  known  as  Providence  Hospital,  a 
splendid  monument  to  its  giver.  He  was  a 
devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

In  1872  Mr.  Cable  was  a  second  time  mar- 
ried, wedding  Miss  Victoria  Stoll,  and  of  the 
seven  children  born  of  that  union  four  arc 
living  at  the  present  time :  Caroline,  the  widow 
of  John  H.  Wagner  and  a  resident  of  Lorain ; 
Sophia,  who  died  as  the  wife  of  William  H. 


Wagner;  Edward  J.,  a  business  man  of  San- 
dusky ;  Frank  L.,  another  of  the  business  men 
of  Sandusky ;  Joseph  A.,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Albert  J.,  who  died  in  early  manhood;  and 
Herman  N.,  Hving  in  California.  This  wife 
died  on  May  7,  1874,  and  on  November  26, 
1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Mena  Walter,  a  daughter  of  Anthony  and 
Elizabeth  (Westrich)  Walter,  both  from 
Bavaria,  Germany.  They  came  to  America 
in  their  youth,  the  father  at  the  age  of  twenty 
and  the  mother  when  but  thirteen,  and  they 
\Nere  married  in  this  country  and  lived  for 
some  time  in  Cincinnati,  and  afterward  moved 
to  Canton,  Ohio,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  there.  Mrs.  Cable  yet  survives  her 
husband  and  is  living  in  a  beautiful  home  on 
Central  avenue  and  ^lonroe  street. 

Merritt  Sextox,  a  native  son  and  a  life- 
long resident  of  Erie  county,  now  maintains 
his  home  in  the  city  of  Sandusky  and  is  liv- 
ing retired.  He  was  born  in  Berlin  town- 
ship February  i,  1838,  a  son  of  Martin  and 
Lorenda  (Stevens)  Sexton.  Martin  Sexton 
was  born  in  Somers,  Connecticut,  in  1799,  his 
father  having  settled  among  the  colonists  there 
in  1735,  and  Lorenda  Stevens,  his  wife,  was 
born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  a  member  of 
a  family  which  settled  in  Vermont  during  an 
early  period  in  that  commonwealth's  history. 
Martin  Sexton  came  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in 
about  the  vear  of  1816,  settling  in  Berlin 
township,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Sandusky 
county  in  1841,  from  milk  sickness.  During 
the  winter  months  he  taught  school,  farming 
during  the  remainder  of  the  time,  and  Mrs. 
Sexton's  father  taught  the  first  school  in  Erie 
county,  but  what  w^as  then  Huron  county. 
Mrs.  Sexton  survived  her  husband  manv  vears 
and  passed  away  in  1885. 

Merritt  Sexton,  the  youngest  born  of  their 
three  children,  started  upon  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself  in  1850,  working  at  home  a  part 
of  the  time  and  for  others  the  remainder  of 
the  time.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Seventy-second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  for 
service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  his  first  engage- 
ment was  the  battle  of  Shiloh  in  April,  1862. 
where  he  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  and 
came  near  bleeding  to  death,  but  he  continued 
on  with  his  regiment  and  his  next  engagement 
was  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  later  that  of 
Vicksburer.  then  Jackson,  Mississipoi,  followed 
by  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  the  siege  of 
Spanish   Fort.     At  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  the 
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first  engagement  in  which  his  regiment  par- 
ticipated, they  lost  two  officers  and  thirteen 
men  killed,  three  officers  and  seventy  men 
wounded,  with  forty-five  men  missing,  mak- 
ing a  total  loss  of  133  from  the  original  num- 
ber of  647  men  present  at  the  beginning  of  the 
engagement.  At  Guntown  on  June  10,  1864, 
they  encountered  General  Forest,  and  they 
lost  a  great  many  men  in  the  engagement 
there  through  poor  management  on  the  part 
oi  their  captain.  I^ter  at  Tupelo,  Mississippi, 
they  again  encountered  General  Forest  and 
succeeded  in  causing  him  a  severe  loss.  Mr. 
Sexton  enlisted  as  a  private,  but  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  company  he  was  made  the  sec- 
ond sergeant  and  later  became  orderly  ser- 
geant, while  later  he  w^as  commissioned  and 
mustered  in  as  second  lieutenant,  thence  ris- 
ing to  the  rank  of  a  first  lieutenant,  and  was 
subsequently  commissioned  captain  of  Com- 
pany F  of  his  same  regiment,  the  Seventy- 
second,  and  thus  he  continued  until  the  close 
of  the  war. 

Returning  then  to  his  home  in  Erie  county 
he  farmed  for  many  years,  finally  moving  to 
Sandusky  and  entering  the  employ  of  the  gas 
company,  with  whom  he  was  associated  for 
thirty-three  years,  and  during  the  past  two 
years  he  has  lived  retired.  His  marriage  on 
February  22,  1866,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Milner, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Bowser) 
Milner,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living.  The  elder  daugh- 
ter is  married  and  living  in  Boston,  and  the 
son  is  traveling.  The  wife  and  mother  died 
on  November  10,  1904,  leaving  the  compan- 
ion of  so  many  years  to  continue  the  remain- 
der of  life's  journey  alone.  Mr.  Sexton  cast 
his  first  and  second  presidential  vote  for  Lin- 
coln, and  he  has  ever  since  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Myron  I.  Arms. — A  native  son  of  the  fine 
old  Western  Reserve  who  has  well  upheld 
the  prestige  of  a  name  honored  in  the  civic 
and  industrial  historv  of  this  favored  section 
of  the  Buckeve  state  and  who  has  marked  bv 
personal  accomplishment  a  place  of  his  own 
in  connection  with  economic,  industrial  and 
social  aflPairs  is  Myron  I.  Arms,  vice-president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Youngstown, 
Mahoning  county,  and  president  of  the  Gen- 
eral Fireproofing  Company  of  the  same  city. 
He  is  essentially  one  of  the  representative 
business    men    of    the    Western    Reserve,    is 


known  as  a  sterling  citizen  of  liberal  views 
and  progressive  spirit,  and  is  well  entitled  to 
consideration  in  this  historical  compilation. 

Myron  I.  Arms  was  bom  in  Youngstown, 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  on  January  30,  1854, 
and  is  a  son  of  Myron  I.  and  Emeline  E. 
Arms,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Sodus, 
New  York,  on  September  17,  1822,  and  the 
latter  was  also  a  native  of  Sodus,  New  York, 
where  she  was  born  on  Seotember  6,  1830. 
Myron  I.  Arms,  Sr.,  was  long  numbered 
mong  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens 
and  business  men  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
where  he  had  many  important  industrial  and 
commercial  interests,  having  been  one  of  the 
extensive  iron  manufacturers  of  this  section 
of  the  state  at  the  time  of  the  inception  of 
the  Civil  war.  So  large  and  important  were 
his  interests  that  in  the  earlier  years  of  the 
war  he  was  thrice  compelled  to  employ  sub- 
stitutes to  take  his  place  in  the  Union  ranks, 
as  he  found  it  impossible  to  find  release  from 
the  heavy  responsibilities  resting  upon  him  in 
connection  with  his  varied  business  operations. 
Finally  he  himself  enlisted  for  service,  as  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
he  practically  sacrificed  his  life  in  the  cause 
of  his  country,  as  he  died  on  September  10, 
1864,  as  the  result  of  exposure  in  the  field. 
His  cherished  and  devoted  wife  survived  him 
many  years,  having  been  summoned  to  eter- 
nal rest  on  September  2,  1897.  In  politics 
he  was  a  staunch  supporter  of  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  united 
at  the  time  of  its  organization.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  productive  energy  and  of  inflexi- 
ble integrity  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  He 
contributed  in  generous  measure  to  the  prog- 
ress and  upbuilding  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  his  name  merits  an  enduring  place  on 
the  pages  of  its  history.  He  was  a  resident 
of  Youngstown  from  1846  until  his  death.  Of 
his  six  children  the  two  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters are  living. 

Myron  I.  Arms,  Jr.,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  review,  secured  his  early  educational 
discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  Youngs- 
town, Ohio,  where  he  was  reared  to  maturity. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  became  in- 
cumbent of  the  position  of  teller  in  a  bank- 
ing institution  at  Youngstown,  but  later  he 
withdrew  from  connection  with  this  line  of 
enterprise  and  became  interested  in  iron  man- 
ufacturing at  Niles,  Trumbull  county.  He  is 
essentially  a  man  of  aflfairs  and  his  interests 
are  now  of  broad  scope  and  importance.    He 
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h  one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Voungstovra.  which 
city  has  always  been  his  home,  and  is  the  vice- 
president  of  this  popular  and  representative 
financial  institution.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  the  General  Fireproofing  Com- 
pany, of  Youngstown,  and  has  been  its  presi- 
dent since  1901-  He  has  other  capitalistic 
interests  of  importance  and  as  a  business  man 
and  loyal  citizen  he  has  contributed  freely  and 
generously  to  those  measures  and  objects  that 
have  tended  to  conserve  the  general  welfare 
and  prosperity  of  the  community. 

Though  he  has  had  no  predilection  for  en- 
tering the  domain  of  *'practical  politics,"  Mr. 
Arms  is  aligned  as  a  staunch  supporter  of 
the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the  Re- 
publican party  stands  sponsor,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Pres- 
b>lerian  church.  Their  spacious  and  attractive 
home  at  639  Wick  avenue  is  a  recognized  cen- 
ter of  gracious  hospitality  and  they  are  closelv 
identified  with  the  best  social  activities  of  their 
home  citv. 

On  November  2.  1887.  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  .Arms  to  Miss  .Almira  Hitch- 
cock, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Youngs- 
town,  Ohio,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late 
William  J.  Hitchcock,  a  representative  citizen 
of  Youngstown  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Arms  have  one  child,  Almira. 

The  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust  Company, 
of  Youngstown.  one  of  the  two  principals  in 
this  dual  institution,  of  which  A.  E.  Adams  is 
president,  was  incorp^jrated  March  29.  1887, 
with  an  authorized  capital  stock  of  S  100,000, 
which  was  increased  to  $300,000  on  January 
10.  i8c/):  to  $500,000  .August  15,  igoi :  to 
Si. 000 .000  February  5,  1903.  and  to  S  1.500.- 
000  May  15.  1906.  It  was  authorized  to  act 
as  a  trust  company  on  June  30.  1898.  Its 
first  president  was  John  I.  Williams,  who 
served  until  February  2.  1903,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  \.  E.  Adams.  Hon.  George  F. 
.Arrel  and  Louis  Gluck  were  the  first  vice- 
presidents,  and  David  E.  Davis,  the  first  sec- 
retary and  treasurer.  In  1896  John  C.  Wick 
and  Henry  M.  Garlick  were  elected  vice-presi- 
dents :  A.  E.  Adams,  secretary,  and  David  E. 
Davis,  treasurer.  In  1900  \,  E.  .Adams  was 
elected  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  E.  Mason 
Wick,  assistant  secretary. 

On  February  22,  1903,  the  People's  Savings 
8r  IJanking  Company  was  merged  with  the 
Dollar  Savings  &  Trust  Company,  and  on  that 


date  -\-  E.  Adams  was  elected  president  of 
the  consolidated  bank:  E.  Mason  \Mck,  sec- 
retary; R.  P.  Hartshorn,  treasurer:  Paul  H. 
McElevey,  assistant  treasurer,  and  E.  W. 
Ritchie,  assistant  secretarx'. 

On  July  II,  1906,  the  Wick  National  Bank 
was  merged  ^*ith  the  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust 
Company,  when  Charles  J.  Wick  was  elected 
cashier  and  E.  H.  Hosmer,  assistant  cashier 
of  the  consolidated  bank. 

On  May  15,  1909,  the  Wick  Brothers  Trust 
Co.  was  imited  with  the  Dollar  Sa^'ings  & 
Tn:st  Company  and  its  business  consolidated 
\knth  the  trust  department  of  the  latter,  the 
oflfcers  of  the  Wick  Brothers  Trust  Com- 
pany taking  charge  of  the  trust  business  of  the 
consolidation. 

The  People's  Savings  &  Banking  Compan3% 
the  first  bank  merged  with  the  Dollar  Sav- 
ings &  Trust  Company,  was  opened  for  busi- 
ness August  I,  1900,  with  an  authorized  capi- 
tal of  S300.000,  of  which  $150,000  was  paid 
in.  Its  officers  were:  J.  H.  Fitch,  president: 
George  L.  Fordyce  and  H.  M.  Robinson,  \'ice- 
presidents:  R.  P.  Hartshorn,  secretary'  and 
treasurer,  and  E.  W.  Ritchie,  assistant  treas- 
urer. \\.  the  time  of  its  consolidation  ^-ith 
the  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust  Company  it  had 
deposits  amounting  to  $615,000. 

The  Wick  National  Bank,  the  second  to 
merge  with  the  Dollar  Saving^s  &:  Trust  Com- 
pany, was  the  successor  of  Wick  Brothers  & 
Company.  TTiis  firm  beean  business  in  1857, 
and  was  composed  of  H.  B.  \\'ick  and  Paul 
Wick.  Martin  Bentlev  was  the  first  cashier. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  H.  Wilson,  now 
yice-presidcnt  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Geveland.  who  acted  as  cashier  for  twent>"- 
seven  years.  The  capital  stock  of  Wick  Broth- 
ers h  Company  was  $150,000.  The  Wick  Na- 
tional Rank.  succe<^sor  to  Wick  Brothers  & 
Company,  was  incorporated  in  1894  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $300,000,  which  was  after- 
ward increased  to  $500,000.  John  C.  Wick 
was  elected  president :  Myron  C.  Wick,  vice- 
president  :  Charles  J.  Wick,  cashier,  and  E, 
H.  Hosmer.  assistant  cashier.  These  officers 
continred  in  office  until  the  consolidation. 

The  Wick  Brothers  Trust  Company  was  an 
institution  organized  in  1908,  with  a  capital 
stock  of  $125,000  and  was  equipped  especially 
for  the  trust  business  as  distinguished  from 
general  banking.  The  officers  were :  Thomas 
L.  Robinson,  president:  Myron  C.  Wick  and 
George  D.  Wick,  vice-presidents,  and  Paul  H, 
McElcvev.  secretarv  and  treasurer.     The  of- 
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ficers  remained  the  same  until  the  merger 
with  the  trust  department  of  the  Dollar  Sav- 
ings &  Trust  Company,  at  which  time  these 
officers  became  associated  with  the  larger  in- 
stitution. 

In  its  twenty  years  of  independent  life  the 
Dollar  Savings  &  Trust  Company  made  for 
itself  a  record  seldom  equaled  in  banking  his- 
tory. In  this  period  it  grew  from  the  small- 
est to  the  largest  bank  in  its  district,  and 
opened  more  accounts  than  there  were  peo- 
ple in  its  home  city.  At  the  end  it  had  on 
its  books  more  open  accounts  in  proportion 
to  the  population  of  the  district  from  which  it 
draws  its  business  than  any  other  bank  in  the 
United  States.  Its  assets  exceeded  nine  mil- 
lions. 

On  July  I,  1907,  the  most  important  of  the 
series  of  unions  which  brought  this  dual  bank- 
ing institution  into  existence  took  place.  On 
that  date  the  capital  of  the  First  National 
Bank  was  increased  to  $1,500,000  to  make  it 
equal  to  that  of  the  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust 
Company,  and  the  two  institutions,  each  pre- 
serving its  respective  title  and  charter  and  sep- 
arate entity,  were  brought  under  commbn 
ownership  and  management  and  became  one 
institution.  The  plan  under  which  this  dual 
union  w^as  effected  is  in  spirit  the  same  as  that 
which  was  first  adopted  several  years  ago,  and 
is  still  followed  successfully  by  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  and  First  Trust  &  Savings  Bank 
of  Chicago,  but  it  differs  from  that  plan  in 
several  particulars,  and  has  been  said  by  the 
comptroller  of  the  currency,  to  whom  it  was 
first  submitted,  to  be  a  substantial  improve- 
ment. It  provides  in  substance  that  stock- 
holders shall  hold  equal  number  of  shares  in 
each  bank  and  shall  elect  the  same  directors 
for  each :  and,  further,  that  these  directors 
on  their  part  shall  elect  the  same  officers  for 
each,  in  so  far  as  this  is  practicable.  Each 
bank  must  keep  its  funds  and  securities  sepa- 
rate and  publish  separate  statements,  but  be- 
yond this  they  are  operated  as  one  institution. 
They  are  both  subject  to  federal  government 
inspection. 

In  order  to  bind  this  dual  institution  the 
banks  at  this  same  time  organized  a  third 
corporation.  The  Union  Safe  Deposit  Com- 
pany. This  company  has  a  capital  of  $100.- 
000,  all  owned  by  the  banks  themselves.  Its 
officers  are  :  \V.  P.  Arms,  president :  Thomas 
L.  Robinson,  vice-president;  E.  Mason  Wick, 
secretary,  and  Perry  B.  Owen,  manager.     It 


acts  as  trustee  for  the  stockholders  of  the  two 
banks,  and  in  addition,  as  its  name  indicates, 
conducts  a  safe  deposit  business.  It  owns  and 
operates  one  of  the  four  heaviest  armor  plate 
vaults  in  the  world,  and  is  for  practical  pur- 
poses the  safe  deposit  department  of  the  dual 
banking  institution. 

From  this  brief  historical  sketch  it  will  ap- 
pear that  behind  this  dual  institution  are  the 
records  of  several  of  Youn^stown's  oldest  and 
strongest  banks,  and  that  within  it  are  com- 
bined substantially  all  of  the  influences,  quali- 
ties and  financial  strength  to  which  are  trace- 
able the  earlier  successes  of  its  several  prede- 
cessors. Its  total  banking  strength  reaches 
well  toward  the  twenty  million  mark,  and  in 
this  particular  it  outranks  all  the  other  banks 
of  cities  of  twice  Youngstown's  size  in  the 
country.  Its  combined  capital,  including  sur- 
plus and  profits,  exceeds  five  millions,  and  in 
this  it  outranks  ninety-nine  per  cent  of  all  the 
other  banks  of  the  countrv  wherever  located. 

The  directors  of  both  banks  are  as  follows: 
A.  E.  Adams,  M.  I.  Arms,  Warner  Arms, 
Robert  Bentley,  C.  H.  Booth,  B.  F.  Boyd,  J. 
A.  Campbell.  R.  E.  Cornelius,  M.  E.  Den- 
nison,  J.  H.  Fitch,  George  L.  Fordyce,  H.  M. 
Garlick,  Richard  Garlick,  R.  P.  Hartshorn, 
C.  D.  Hine.  Frank  Hitchcock,  Porter  Pollock, 
H.  M.  Robinson,  Thomas  L.  Robinson,  H.  H. 
Stambaugh,  John  Stambaugh,  R.  C.  Steese, 
Isaac  Strouss,  John  Tod,  Jonathan  Warner, 
Charles  J.  Wick,  George  D.  Wick,  Henry 
Wick,  John  C.  Wick,  and  Myron  C.  Wick. 

The  officers  of  the  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust 
Company  are :  A.  E.  Adams,  president ;  John 
C.  Wicic,  H.  M.  Garlick,  H.  H.  Stambaugh, 
R.  P.  Hartshorn,  Charles  J.  Wick,  and  M.  E. 
Dennison,  vice-presidents ;  Thomas  L.  Robin- 
son, vice-president  and  trust  officer;  E.  Mason 
Wick,  secretary  and  treasurer;  E.  H.  Hos- 
mer,  cashier;  Paul  H.  McElevey,  assistant 
trust  officer ;  Dennick  M.  Wick,  assistant  sec- 
retary; F.  C.  Brown,  manager  of  East  Fed- 
eral street  branch,  and  L.  B.  Burger,  mana- 
ger of  foreign  department. 

The  officers  of  the  First  National  Bank: 
H.  M.  Garlick,  president;  A.  E.  Adams,  first 
vice-president;  M.  I.  Arms,  M.  C.  Wick,  H. 
M.  Robinson,  M.  E.  Dennison,  Charles  J. 
Wick,  and  R.  P.  Hartshorn,  vice-presidents ; 
R.  E.  Cornelius,  cashier,  and  John  R.  Row- 
land, assistant  cashier. 

The  officers  of  The  Union  Safe  Deposit 
Company:     W.  P.  Arms,  president;  Thomas 
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L.  Robinson,  vice-president;  E.  Mason  WicK, 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  Perry  B.  Owen, 
manager. 

AsEAL  E.  Adams,  president  of  the  Dollar 
Savings  &  Trust  Company,  whose  history 
has  been  given,  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Youngstown  and  has  been 
identified  with  that  strong  financial  institu- 
tion since  1895.  He  is  a  native  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  born  October  25,  1867,  son  of  Comfort 
and  Catherine  (Peticolas)  Adams.  His  fa- 
ther was  a  leading  merchant  of  Warren,  Ohio, 
for  a  number  of  years,  but  spent  the  later 
period  of  his  life  in  Cleveland.  As  one  of 
four  children  Aseal  E.  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  that  city,  pursuing  his  higher  studies 
in  the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science.  Dur- 
ing a  large  part  of  his  mature  life  he  was 
engaged  in  an  abstract  business  at  Cleveland, 
continuing  it  after  coming  to  Youngstown  in 
1893  ^"^^^  called  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Dollar  Savings  &  Trust  Company  in  1895. 
This  institution  has  a  capital  of  $1,500,000. 
The  large  capital  represented  and  the  promi- 
nence of  its  officers  have  done  much  to  sus- 
tain confidence  in  the  bank,  while  its  honor- 
able methods  and  prompt  business  dealings 
have  made  it  justly  popular.  In  political  be- 
lief its  president  is  a  Republican,  and  frater- 
nally he  is  identified  with  the  Elks. 

Mr.  Adams  w^as  married  to  Miss  Anna  J. 
Shook,  of  Youngstown,  whose  father,  Silas 
Shook,  is  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  that 
place.  They  have  two  children,  Aseal  E.,  Jr., 
and  Comfort  A.,  and  the  parents  belong  to  the 
Westminster  Presbyterian  church.  The  fam- 
ily home  is  located  on  the  corner  of  Fifth 
avenue  and  Broadway. 

Orlando  S.  Blackney  has  enrolled  his 
name  among  the  progressive  agriculturists  of 
\  Denmark  township,  and  he  has  been  identi- 
fied wMth  the  interests  of  Ashtabula  county 
for  many  years.  He  was  born,  however,  at 
Ferrysburg,  N.  Y.,  September  15,  1852, 
and  his  parents,  Lewis  P.  and  Katherine 
(Rugg)  Blackney,  were  also  born  in  that 
state,  the  father  in  1814  and  the  mother  in 
1834.  But  both  are  now  deceased,  Lewis  P. 
Blackney  dying  in  1896,  and  his  wife  Kather- 
ine ten  years  before,  in  1886.  The  son  Or- 
lando came  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  in 
1867,  and  he  has  been  a  life-long  farmer.  His 
first  work  here  was  clearing  forty-five  acres 
of   his    present    estate,    which    now    includes 


ninety-one  acres,  and  he  also  has  city  prop- 
erty, including  a  residence  and  lot  in  Jeffer- 
son and  residence  property  in  Andover.  He 
has  served  Jefferson  township  for  seven  years 
as  the  president  of  its  school  board,  and  he  is 
active  in  the  local  councils  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Mr.  Blackney  married  in  1872  Miss  Mary 
March,  and  their  children  are:  Lewis  D., 
who  was  born  in  1875,  married  Sadie  Wood 
and  lives  in  Ashtabula  county;  Bert  E.,  born 
in  1877,  married  Nora  Willy  and  lives  in 
Missouri;  and  Alabel  M.,  who  was  born  in 
1879,  married  Joe  Shenant  and  lives  in  Jef- 
ferson. Mr.  Blackney  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Mrs.  Bietch  Brown. 

George  H.  Spitler  has  been  identified  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Ashtabula  county 
during  his  entire  life,  and  he  was  born  in  a 
little  log  cabin  just  west  of  his  present  home 
on  June  27,  1874.  John  Spitler,  his  paternal 
great-grandfather,  was  the  first  of  the  family 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  coming  to  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  then  in  the  midst  of  a 
wilderness,  he  bought  200  acres  from  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company,  improved  the  place, 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  there,  dy- 
ing in  about  the  year  of  1856.  Among  his 
children  was  a  son  Absalom,  who  was  born  in 
Shenandoah  county,  Virginia,  July  7,  1803. 
He  was  educated  in  the  German  schools  of 
his  native  state,  and  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
but  later  took  up  mining  and  work  in  the 
foundries.  Coming  to  Ohio  with  his  father 
he  bought  his  sister's  share  of  inherited  land, 
and  with  his  own  share  of  100  acres  of  the  es- 
tate became  the  owner  of  a  200-acre  farm, 
but  about  1864  he  left  that  property  and 
moved  to  a  nearby  place,  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1889.  Absalom  married  Sarah 
Bower,  also  from  Virginia,  and  of  their  thir- 
teen children  ten  grew  to  years  of  maturity. 
Absalom  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church, 
a  Democrat  politically  and  later  a  Republican. 
His  wife  Sarah  was  of  the  German  Lutheran 
church,  and  she  died  in  1885. 

Noah  Spitler  was  one  of  the  sons  of  that 
family,  and  he  was  born  in  Bristol  township. 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  September  30,  1832, 
and  he  was  educated  in  its  district  schools. 
Coming  to  Ashtabula  county  in  1859  he 
bought  sixty  acres  of  timber  land  here,  and 
finally  became  the  owmer  of  eighty-five  acres, 
where  he  raised  stock  and  followed  general 
farming.     The  little  log  cabin  on  the  place 
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finally  gave  way  to  a  new  and  more  modern 
residence,  and  he  kept  adding  to  the  improve- 
ments of  the  farm  until  it  became  a  good 
homestead.  He  served  his  township  many 
vears  as  a  trustee,  was  also  a  school  director 
and  a  supervisor,  and  was  among  the  first  to 
start  the  movement  for  the  Rowenton  post- 
office.  He  supported  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  during  the  Civil  war 
he  served  with  Company  H,  One  Hundred 
and  Ninety-sixth  Volunteer  Infantry,  for  four 
years.  He  died  on  June  16,  1908.  On  Jan- 
uary T,  1859,  Noah  Spitler  married  Esther 
Ann  Sherman,  who  was  bom  August  19,  1836, 
a  daughter  of  Albert  and  Sarah  Sherman, 
who  died,  respectively,  in  1880  and  in  1865. 
Mrs.  Spitler  was  a  dressmaker  during  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  later  she  became  the  man- 
ager of  a  dairy.  She  is  now  living  with  her 
son  George.  Three  children  were  born  of 
their  marriage,  and  the  eldest,  Willard  L., 
born  February  13,  1861,  married  Ida  Mahaney 
and  has  served  as  a  railroad  engineer  and  in 
other  positions  on  the  Pennsylvania  road. 
Their  two  children  are  Bessie  and  Ira.  Allie 
S.,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spit- 
ler, was  born  August  14,  1869,  and  married 
first  George  Phelps,  a  widower  with  two  chil- 
dren, and  second  Philo  B.  Waters,  a  con- 
tractor.   They  reside  in  Geneva. 

George  H.  Spitler,  the  third  child,  received 
a  district  school  training  in  his  home  commu- 
nity and  a  complete  course  in  the  Rock  Creek 
High  School.  He  conducted  a  barber  shop 
near  his  home  until  April  4,  1908,  and  he  has 
held  many  public  offices,  including  supervisor, 
constable,  school  director,  justice  of  the  peace 
and  a  membeu'ship  on  the  school  board.  He 
has  served  as  the  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  Sentinel,  Rowenton  and  Lenox  Telephone 
Company.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of 
that  company,  the  first  independent  telephone 
company  of  this  community,  and  he  is  one  of 
its  stockholders.  He  owns  seventy  acres  of 
land,  where  he  follows  a  general  line  of  farm- 
ing and  also  keeps  a  number  of  cattle.  He 
married  on  March  i,  IQ05,  Ida  Franz,  who 
was  born  at  Canton,  Ohio,  August  7,  1879, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Anna  (Anelius) 
Franz,  and  one  of  their  eight  children,  namely: 
George,  a  printer  in  Canton ;  Ida,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Spitler:  Mame.  who  married  Brant  Zeig- 
Icr  and  has  one  child ;  Earl,  a  printer ;  Louisa, 
employed  in  Kenny  Brothers*  store  in  Canton ; 
Vincent,  an  electrician ;  Joseph,  in  school  in 


Canton;  and  Anna.  The  two  children  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spitler  are:  Doris,  born 
January  14,  1906,  and  Lanta,  July  14,  1908. 
Mr.  Spitler  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  prominent  in  the  local  order  of 
Masons.  He  is  also  quite  proficient  as  a  vio- 
linist. Mrs.  Spitler  is  a  member  of  the  Eng- 
lish Catholic  church  at  Canton. 

Edmund  H.  Zurhorst. — Among  the  sub- 
stantial and  sturdy  citizens  of  Sandusky'whose 
manifold  activities  have  alwavs  had  their  birth 
in  the  highest  of  motives,  and  whose  abili- 
ties have  been  directed  toward  those  objects 
most  worthy  of  true  American  manhood,  none 
stands  upon  a  more  noble  eminence  than  Ed- 
mund H.  Zurhorst.  As  a  youth,  with  several 
years'  experience  in  the  lake  and  ocean  ma- 
rine, he  served  the  Union  cause  in  the  navv 
of  the  United  States,  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Civil  war  returned  to  the  city  in  which  he 
had  been  reared  from  his  early  boyhood.  There 
he  so  entered  into  its  business  and  commer- 
cial life  that  he  became  a  power  in  the  con- 
duct and  development  of  leading  railroads, 
banks  and  commercial  enterprises.  At  the 
same  time  he  earnestly  assumed  the  duties  of 
commendable  citizenship,  and  threw  his  strong 
and  straightforward  influence  on  the  side  of 
a  businesslike  administration  of  public  af- 
fairs, supporting  those  Republican  policies 
which  he  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  wel- 
fare of  all  classes.  The  result  was  the  at- 
tainment of  an  unusual  position  in  the  commu- 
nity, firmly  and  broadly  based  upon  the  con- 
fidence both  of  the  leaders  of  business  and 
of  Republican  aflfairs.         ^ 

During  the  years  of  his  political  activity. 
Mr.  Zurhorst  was  a  warm  personal  friend 
and  an  unflagging  supporter  of  John  Sher- 
man, William  McKinley,  Charles  Foster,  Jo- 
seph B.  Foraker  and  Marc  Hanna,  both  in 
their  state  and  national  campaigns.  As  a  po- 
litical leader  he  has  always  been  shrewd  and 
aggressive,  but  fair  and  outspoken  in  his  meth- 
ods and  conduct.  Ohio  politics  has  been  nota- 
ble for  varietv  and  strenuositv,  and  there  is 
no  state  in  the  L^nion,  unless  it  be  Indiana, 
in  which  the  Republican  party  has  been  so 
often  split  into  factions  as  Ohio.  In  these 
contests,  upon  which  the  national  success  of 
the  party  has  several  times  pivoted,  Mr.  Zur- 
horst has  been  a  recognized  leader.  As  chair- 
man of  the  Republican  countv  central  commit- 
tee and  of  the  countv  executive  committee,  he 
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has  repeatedly  directed  the  campaign,  of  Erie 
county,  one  of  the  most  important  political 
sections  of  the  entire  state.  One  of  the  bit- 
terest fights  which  he  has  ever  led  in  Erie 
county  to  a  successful  issue  was  that  which 
was  waged  around  his  friend,  the  late  Sena- 
tor M.  A.  Hanna.  He  bravely  stood  the  brunt 
of  many  attacks  directed  at  his  chief  and  con- 
tinued as  his  ever  faithful  and  successful 
champion  and  did  what  his  opportunities  af- 
forded him  for  the  former*s  ambitions  in  pub- 
He  life. 

Edmund  H.  Zurhorst  has  for  several  years 
been  engaged  in  so  many  important  and  di- 
versified industries  that  he  gives  but  little  of 
his  time  to  any  one  in  particular  other  than 
in  an  advisorv  wav.  He  is  a  native  of  Mon- 
treal,  Canada,  where  he  was  born  on  June  i8, 
1845,  21"^  is  ^  SO"  o^  William  H.  and  Let- 
tisa  (McKenna)  Zurhorst.  His  father  was 
born  in  London,  England,  coming  to  the  Do- 
minion during  middle  life  and  taking  up  his 
abode  in  Montreal.  In  1849,  with  his  family, 
he  removed  to  Sandusky,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  upholstering  goods  and 
passed  his  last  years.  The  son  had  entered 
the  high  school  course  at  Sandusky  when,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen,  family  circumstances  made 
it  necessary  for  him  to  discontinue  his  educa- 
tion. Thereupon  he  secured  employment  on  a 
lake  boat  and  was  a  sailor  on  fresh  water 
for  about  a  year.  In  his  sixteenth  year  he 
shipped  before  the  mast  and  crossed  the  ocean, 
and  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  or  in  1864,  joined 
the  United  States  navy  and  served  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Civil  war  as  seaman  and  sur- 
geon's steward.  This  added  experience,  with 
his  years  spent  on  both  fresh  and  salt  wa- 
ters, directed  his  attention  to  the  marine  busi- 
ness, and  eventually  he  built,  owned  and  op- 
erated two  steamers  on  the  great  lakes. 

Mr.  Zurhorst  also  became  interested  in  the 
Marblehead  Lime  Company  of  Sandusky,  and 
in  1887,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in 
it,  its  business  was  exceeded  in  bulk  by  few 
concerns  of  the  kind  in  the  United  States.  He 
was  the  original  secretary  and  the  chief  pro- 
moter of  the  Sandusky  &  Columbus  Short- 
line  Railroad  (now  the  Columbus,  Sandusky 
&  Hocking),  and  he  was  also  one  of  the  most 
active  directors  of  the  construction  company 
which  built  the  line.  For  many  years  he 
served  as  general  agent  of  the  Columbus,  San- 
dusky &  Hocking  Railroad,  with  headquarters 
at    Sandusky.    'Among   the    numerous   other 


Sandusky  institutions  of  note  with  which  Mr. 
Zurhorst  has  been  identified  are  the  C.  C. 
Keech  Company,  dealers  in  hides  and  pelts; 
Second  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  a  stock- 
holder and  director;  Emma  Coal  Company, 
whose  mines  are  in  Jackson  county ;  Sandusky 
Construction  Company  (secretary),  and  San- 
dusky Improvement  and  Investment  Company, 
and  Mansfield  Short  Line  Railway  Company, 
of  which  he  was  a  director  and  secretary. 
Mr.  Zurhorst  as  chairman  of  the  harbor  com- 
mittee of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San- 
dusky was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  the 
assistance  from  congress,  which  is  improving 
the  Sandusky  harbor  and  the  project  now  be- 
ing developed.  Besides  the  political  offices 
already  noted  he  has  held  those  of  assistant 
United  States  weigher  in  the  New  York  cus- 
tom house,  under  President  Arthur's  adminis- 
tration, deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  northern  district  of  Ohio,  and  collector 
of  customs  for  the  Sandusky,  Ohio,  district. 
On  September  23,  1874,  Mr.  Zurhorst  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hattie  W. 
Keech,  daughter  of  C.  C.  Keech,  a  well  known 
pioneer  business  man  of  Sandusky.  His  w^ife 
died  January  29,  1890,  leaving  three  children: 
Christopher  C,  William  K.  and  Mary  L. 

The  son,  William  K.  Zurhorst,  died  Octo- 
ber 28,  1902,  as  a  result  of  disabilities  re- 
ceived in  the  Spanish-.American  war.  The 
young  man  saw  service  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany B.  Sixth  Regiment,  United  States  In- 
fantry, and  his  death  in  1902  was  deeply  re- 
gretted by  his  army  comrades  and  numerous 
Sandusky  friends,  while  to  his  father  it  was 
one  of  the  hardest  blows  of  his  life.  Christo- 
pher C,  the  eldest  son,  was  married  Novem- 
l3er  24,  1908,  to  Miss  Florence  Kell,  and  is  a 
substantial  business  man  of  Columbus,  Ohio. 
Mary  Louise,  the  only  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edmund  H.  Zurhorst.  is  the  wife  of 
Harry  Sykes  Mitchell,  of  Kewanee,  Illinois, 
to  whom  she  was  married  June  4,  1908. 

Mr.  Zurhorst,  of  this  sketch,  is  a  thirty- 
second  degree  Mason  in  the  Scottish  rite,  be- 
ing also  a  member  of  all  the  bodies  of  the 
York  rite,  including  the  commandery.  He  is 
a  noble  of  the  Mvstic  Shrine  and  a  member 
of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks.  He  was  reared  under  the  influences  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  Without 
making  any  undue  pretensions,  he  is  always 
ready  and  able  to  defend  his  principles  as  a 
fraternalist   and   a   church   member,   and   his 
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daily  life  is  in  conformity  with  the  benevolent 
and  religious  tenets  to  which  he  has  sub- 
scribed. 

John  Whitworth. — In  the  death  of  John 
Whitworth,  Sandusky  lost  one  of  its  oldest, 
best  known  and  most  valued  citizens.  Manv 
business  enterprises  here  owe  their  excellence 
and  progress  largely  to  his  influence,  and 
what  he  did  for  his  fellow  citizens  and  for 
Sandusky  in  his  far-reaching  influence  cannot 
be  told.  Born  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  in 
1852,  to  the  marriage  union  of  Jonathan  and 
Nancy  (Watwork)  Whitworth,  natives  of 
England,  he  came  with  them  to  Sandusky  in 
1854  and  received  his  early  educational  train- 
ing in  its  city  schools.  His  parents  on  coming 
to  this  country  from  England  settled  in  Pater- 
son, New  Jersey,  and  after  coming  to  San- 
dusky the  father  worked  at  his  trade  of  ma- 
chinist in  the  shops  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  up  to  the  time  of  his  retire- 
ment. 

At  the  age  of  fifteen  young  John  Whitworth 
began  clerking  in  a  grocery  store,  and  some 
time  later  entered  the  old  co-operative  store 
at  the  present  site  of  the  Wagner  grocery 
house,  while  shortly  afterward  he  began  busi- 
ness for  himself,  forming  at  that  time  the 
partnership  of  Whitworth  and  Free,  which 
later  became  Whitworth  and  Quinn.  In  1892, 
after  a  long  and  successful  career  in  the  gro- 
cery business,  Mr.  Whitworth  retired  there- 
from to  become  identified  with  the  American 
Crayon  Company,  which  had  plants  in  both 
Sandusky  and  in  Waltham,  Massachusetts,  and 
he  was  honored  by  the  company  by  being 
chosen  one  of  its  directors  and  its  treasurer, 
n'hile  later  he  became  the  company's  general 
manager,  and  in  that  capacity  gave  the  greater 
part  of  his  time  and  attention  until  his  death. 
He  was  a  director  and  the  president  of  the 
Commercial  National  Bank,  was  at  one  time 
the  vice-president  of  the  old  National  Bank, 
and  in  September  of  1902,  when  the  commer- 
cial bank  was  organized,  taking  over  the  Sec- 
ond and  the  Moss  National  Banks,  Mr.  Whit- 
worth was  chosen  the  president  of  the  new 
financial  institution,  and  under  his  guidance  it 
has  withstood  the  test  of  time,  successfully 
weathering  all  financial  storms  and  is  now  one 
of  the  solid  banking  houses  of  northern  Ohio. 
Mr.  Whitworth  was  also  one  of  the  organ- 
izers and  the  president  of  the  Sandusky  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association,  and  a  director  of 
the  Sandusky  Telephone  Company.     He  was 


an  active  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, serving  it  well  and  faithfully  for  many 
years. 

In  July  of  1889  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Carrie  Curtis,  a  daughter  of  W.  D.  and  Caro- 
line E.  (Cowdery)  Curtis,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, Mary  and  MilHcent,  -  and  a  son,  John 
Whitworth,  Jr.,  blessed  their  marriage  union. 
John  Whitworth,  the  father,  may  well  be 
classed  among  the  builders  of  Sandusky,  al- 
ways safe  and  conservative,  but  nevertheless 
one  of  the  town's  most  progressive  citizens. 
His  home  life  was  beautiful  in  its  purity,  and 
he  was  loved  by  his  family  and  honored  by 
bis  friends. 

William  H.  Gilcher. — Many  years  have 
passed  since  the  Gilcher  family  became  iden- 
tified with  Sandusky,  and  the  name  has  since 
become  distinguished  in  its  annals  and  stands 
at  the  head  of  many  of  its  leading  enterprises. 
It  was  the  birthplace  of  William  H.  Gilcher 
on  July  2,  1843,  2i"d  his  parents  were  Peter 
and  Christina  B.  (Boos)  Gilcher.  Peter  Gil- 
cher settled  here  on  arriving  from  his  native 
land  of  Germany  in  1832.  He  was  by  trade  a 
carpenter,  but  later  turned  his  attention  to 
the  lumber  business  and  in  time  became  one 
of  the  most  prominent  representatives  of  that 
line  of  trade  in  Sandusky.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  city's  water  works  sys- 
tem and  served  as  the  trustee  of  its  board  for 
some  time,  and  was  also  one  of  the  founders 
of  the  Third  National  Bank  and  its  vice-presi- 
dent from  the  time  of  its  organization.  He 
belonged  to  what  is  yet  known  as  the  Peter 
Gilcher  church,  he  having  been  for  many  years 
one  of  its  leading  members.  He  left  the  im- 
press of  his  forceful  individuality  upon  many 
lines  of  progress  and  improvement  in  the  city 
of  Sandusky,  and  in  his  death  in  1877  one  of 
its  most  honored  pioneers  and  substantial  and 
revered  citizens  was  laid  to  rest.  His  wife 
survived  him  but  two  years,  dying  in  1879. 
Two  of  their  ten  children  died  in  infancy,  and 
five  are  yet  living. 

William  H.  Gilcher  became  familiar  with 
the  lumber  business  in  his  early  youth,  and 
when  he  reached  the  age  of  maturity  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  father,  and  in  1868  R. 
E.  Schuck  was  admitted  to  the  firm,  the  name 
since  continuing  as  Gilcher  and  Schuck.  In 
1892  J.  E.  Schuck,  a  son  of  R.  E.,  was  also 
admitted  and  he  died  in  1908.  The  elder  Mr. 
Schuck  died  in  1910.  William  H.  Gilcher  has 
proved  a  worthy  successor  to  his  father,  both 
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in  business  and  in  public  life.  He  has  been 
identified  with  many  of  the  leading  industries 
of  Sandusky,  was  during  one  term  the  treas- 
urer of  Portland  township,  was  for  a  time  a 
director  in  the  Nor  walk  Electric  Company  and 
president  of  the  White  Line  Electric  Com- 
pany, was  at  one  time  vice-president  of  the 
Cedar  Point  Resort  Company  and  is  a  di- 
rector in  the  Third  National  Bank.  He  has 
been  a  life-long  supporter  of  the  principles 
and  policies  of  the  Republican  party,  and  is  a 
charter  member  of  the  Sandusky  lodge  of 
Elks  and  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 

In  1868  Mr.  Gilcher  married  Tinnie  Rosen- 
baum,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Harriet 
Rosenbaum,  from  Prussia,  Germany.  Mrs. 
Gilcher  died  in  1890,  after  becoming  the 
mother  of  four  children,  and  two  daughters 
and  a  son  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Gilcher  mar- 
ried for  his  second  wife  in  1902  Miss  Julia 
Stinson,  from  Ashtabula,  Ohio. 

Ebenezer  Andrews,  the  son  of  John  and 
Lydia  Andrews,  was  born  at  Greensfarms, 
Connecticut,  on  the  30th  day  of  April,  1795. 
He  was  fitted  for  college  at  Fairfield  Acad- 
emy, Connecticut,  and  graduated  at  Yale  in 
1817.  After  teaching  for  a  time  at  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  he  studied  law  at  Litchfield,  Con- 
necticut, and  on  April  30,  1823,  was  admitted 
to  the  Connecticut  bar,  and  in  July,  1824,  to  the 
bar  of  Ohio.  He  lived  for  some  time  at  Elyria, 
Ohio,  and  finally  settled  at  Milan,  this  state, 
where  he  passed  many  years  in  successful  legal 
practice.  In  1852  he  was  elected  probate  judge 
of  Erie  county,  and  in  1855  he  was  engaged 
in  the  banking  and  shipping  business  on  the 
lakes,  having  had  in  earlier  years  an  interest 
in  the  steamboats  "George  Washington"  and 
**Sheldon  Thompson,"  among  the  first  on 
those  waters.  He  had  the  agency,  from  Con- 
necticut owners  of  fire  lands,  of  large  tracts 
of  land  in  Florence  and  Wakeman  and  in 
Huron  and  Erie  counties,  then  known  as  parts 
of  the  "Western  Reserve." 

Ebenezer  Andrews  was  married  in  August, 
1825,  to  Miss  Rachel  Hyde,  who  was  born 
June  13,  1802,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Hyde,  of 
Greensfarms,  Connecticut,  and  granddaughter 
of  Ebenezer  Jesup,  of  Westport,  Connecticut. 
Her  grandfather,  Dr.  Jesup,  a  graduate  at 
Yale  in  the  class  of  1760,  was  a  surgeon  in 
the  Revolutionary  army  and  served  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  government  to  negotiate  one 
of  the   Indian  treaties  at  Detroit,  Michigan. 


He  was  a  man  of  unusual  ability  as  well  as 
of  substantial  prosperity. 

Rachel  Hyde  was  educated  at  Fairfield 
Academy,  Connecticut.  She  moved  to  Ohio 
soon  after  her  marriage  and  resided  the  greater 
portion  of  her  wedded  life  at  Milan,  Ohio, 
where  she  died  August  13,  1881.  She  was  a 
woman  of  great  energ\'  and  resolution,  well 
fitted  to  move  in  the  society  of  cultured  people, 
or,  if  need  be,  to  meet  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life. 

In  1861  Ebenezer  Andrews  moved  with  his 
family  to  Chicago  and  there  added  to  his  bank- 
ing and  shipping  business  that  of  real  estate. 
He  died  in  Chicago,  April  28,  1864,  and  was 
taken  for  interment  to  his  native  place,  Greens- 
farms, Connecticut.  The  deceased  was  an  able, 
quiet,  self-contained  and  upright  Christian 
man,  a  Republican  in  politics  and  not  at  a  loss 
to  define  his  position  when  asked.  He  was  a 
positive  man,  yet  ready  always  to  give  a  well- 
rnatured  reason  for  his  convictions  on  any  sub- 
ject ;  fond  of  reading  and  well  informed  on  all 
general  subjects;  one  who  showed  to  the  last 
the  refining  and  broadening  effects  of  a  univer- 
sity education,  and  who  was  therefore  charita- 
ble in  his  intellectual  and  moral  judgment  of 
others. 

Ebenezer  and  Rachel  Andrews  left  two  sons 
and  two  daughters,  who  inherited  much  real 
estate  in  Chicago.  Rachel  Augusta,  the  eldest 
child,  born  at  Milan,  Ohio,  July  9,  1834,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Andrews  and 
died  at  Brooklyn,  New  York,  June  10,  1899. 
Joseph  Hyde  was  born  in  Milan,  November  18, 
1835,  graduated  at  Yale  University  in  1859 
and  from  the  Cincinnati  Law  School  in  1861. 
He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Cincinnati  and 
Chicago  in  the  following,  year  and  was  promi- 
nently engaged  in  commercial  activities  in  the 
latter  city.  He  died  in  Chicago  on  the  nth  of 
December,  1906.  Ebenezer  Andrews,  the  third 
child  and  second  son,  was  born  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1837,  graduated  at  Yale  University  in 
1 86 1  and  studied  law  in  New  Haven,  Connecti- 
cut. He  resided  in  Chicago  for  a  number  of 
vears  and  died  at  Milan,  Ohio,  November  18, 
1896.  Eleanor,  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
was  born  in  Milan,  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1840.  She  graduated  at  Maplewood  Institute, 
Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  in  1859,  and  lived  in 
Chicago  for  some  years  thereafter. 

W.  D.  Curtis. — During  many  years  Mr. 
W.   D.   Curtis  has  been   an   active   factor   in 
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the  industrial  interests  of  Sandusky  and 
through  his  diligence,  perseverance  and  splen- 
did business  ability  he  has  assisted  M.  F.  and 
J.  S.  Cowdery  in  building  up  one  of  the  larg- 
est industries  of  its  kind  in  the  world.  As 
the  head  of  the  American  Crayon  Company 
his  name  has  become  too  well  known  to  need 
introduction  to  the  readers  of  this  volume, 
for  his  fame  in  this  connection  is  not  even 
confined  by  the  bounds  of  his  native  land. 

W.  D.  Curtis  in  1869,  with  his  brothers- 
in-law,  M.  F.  and  John  S.  Cowdery,  both  now 
deceased,  conceived  the  idea  of  making  crayon 
for  school  purposes,  and  began  experiment- 
ing toward  that  end  in  the  kitchen  of  his 
home.  The  experiments  proving  successful 
and  realizing  the  great  future  for  the  indus- 
try, they  located  in  a  small  building  on  Co- 
lumbus avenue  and  began  the  manufacture 
of  crayon  in  a  small  and  crude  way,  but  from 
the  very  beginning  there  was  a  demand  for 
their  product  and  they  soon  found  it  neces- 
sary to  enlarge  their  quarters,  so  they  erected 
a  building  on  Hayes  avenue,  extending  back 
to  Prospect  street.  The  company  at  that  time 
vvas  known  as  the  Western  School  Supply 
Company.  In  time  they  succeeded  in  making 
many  advancements,  as  well  as  improvements 
in  molds  and  machinery,  and  gradually  they 
began  manufacturing  a  variety  of  crayons, 
which  they  shipped  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  Their  plant  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1900,  but  undaunted  by  the  loss  they  soon  re- 
built on  their  present  site,  Hayes  avenue,  across 
the  Lake  Shore  tracks,  and  the  factory  is  now 
ihe^largest  factory  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
and  it  is  equipped  with  the  most  modern  ma- 
chinery 'and  molds  used  in  the  business,  the 
molds  being  the  inventions  of  Mr.  L.  L.  Cur- 
tis and  of  his  brother,  H.  J.  Curtis,  now  de- 
ceased. The  brothers  were  familiar  with  the 
business  in  its  every  department,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  the  various  grades  and  kinds  of  cray- 
ons in  use  in  the  world  today  they  also  manu- 
facture all  the  different  grades  and  kinds  of 
water  colors,  manufacturing  all  their  own 
boxes  and  crates,  sawing  the  lumber  from 
the  rough  logs,  and  generate  their  own 
electricity  for  lighting  the  plant  and  oper- 
ating their  machinery.  The  American  Cray- 
on Company  is  capitalized  at  $500,000, 
and  is  conducted  under  a  managinc: 
board,  of  which  L.  L.  Curtis  is  presi- 
dent, chairman  and  manager,  A.  M.  Spore, 
the  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  B.  E.  Tay- 
lor, the  vice-president.    H.  J.  Curtis  and  M.  F. 
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Cowdery,  two  of  the  original  members  of  the 
corporation,  are  deceased,  the  former  dying  in 
1 90 1.  Mr.  Cowdery  was  for  twenty-five  years 
the  superintendent  of  schools  for  Sandusky. 
J.  S.  Cowdery  is  also  deceased. 

Mr.  L.  L.  Curtis  was  bom  in  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  in  1852,  where  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Ezra  S.  Curtis,  a  native  of  Montgomery 
county,  this  state,  had  located  in  an  early 
day,  and  he  spent  the  residue  of  his  life  in 
Lake  county.  W.  D.  Curtis,  his  son  and  one 
of  the  fathers  of  the  Sandusky  manufacturer, 
was  born  in  Orleans  county,  New  York,  in 
1824.  During  the  Civil  war  he  enlisted  for 
service  with  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1862,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Richmond  and 
Perryville,  remaining  in  active  service  about 
one  year.  In  1863  he  was  placed  in  the  med- 
ical purveyor's  department  and  transferred 
from  Louisville  to  Nicholasville,  Kentucky, 
but  after  about  a  vear  was  ordered  back  to 
Louisville  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  erup- 
tive hospitals,  remaining  there  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  he  was  mustered  out  on  July 
4,  1865,  returning  then  to  Sandusky.  In  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  in  1851,  Mr.  Curtis  married 
Caroline  E.  Cowdery,  born  in  Cattaraugus 
county,  New  York,  in  1829,  and  they  contin- 
ued to  reside  in  Lake  county  until  coming  in 
1866  to  Sandusky,  where  they  have  ever  since 
resided,  honored  pioneer  residents  of  the  city. 
Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cur- 
tis: L.  L.  Curtis,  president  of  the  Crayon 
works ;  H.  J.  Curtis,  deceased ;  Carrie,  the 
widow  of  John  Whitworth ;  Mary,  wife  of 
Judge  F.  C.  Price,  of  Ashland,  Kansas;  and 
Carl  C.  A.,  resident  of  Pasadena,  California. 

Dr.  Addison  M.  Clark  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  practice  at  Youngstown  for  nearly 
thirty  years,  and  is  widely  known  in  his  pri- 
vate capacity  as  a  physician  and  surgeon  as 
well  as  for  the  effectiveness  of  his  hospital 
work.  The  doctor  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1877  graduated 
as  a  Bachelor  of  Science  from  Washington 
and  Jefferson  College.  He  then  entered  the 
medical  department  of  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, completing  his  studies  and  receiv- 
ing his  medical  degree  in  March,  1880.  After 
one  year  of  practical  work  in  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Hospital  at  Pittsburg,  Dr.  Qark 
came  to  Youngstown,  where  he  practiced  alone 
until  1890,  when  he  was  associated  for  one 
year  with  Dr.  H.  A.  Zimmerman.     In   1900 
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he  formed  the  present  partnership  with  his 
nephew,  Dr.  C.  R.  Clark,  who  is  also  a  grad- 
uate of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
since  1904  Dr.  J.  A.  Sherbondy  has  been  a 
member  of  the  firm.  The  latter  graduated  in 
1902  at  the  Western  Reserve  University, 
Cleveland.  The  firm  conduct  the  medical  and 
surgical  work  for  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake 
Erie  Railroad,  and  Dr.  Addison  Clark  is  one 
of  the  surgeons  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company.  Dr.  Clark  is  a  thirty-sec- 
ond degree  Mason  and  an  Elk,  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Youngstown  and  Mahoning 
Golf  Clubs,  and  the  Youngstown  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  He  was  one  of  the  prime  movers 
in  the  founding  of  the  Youngstown  City  Hos- 
pital, and  spent  much  of  his  time  in  solicit- 
ing funds  for  the  same,  with  the  result  that 
the  city  possesses  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  best  conducted  institutions  of  that  kind 
in  the  state. 

In  October,  1887,  Dr.  Clark  was  married 
to  Reinette  Ford,  of  Albany,  New  York,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Margery  and  Ed- 
ward Ford,  the  latter  of  whom  is  a  student  at 
Hotchkiss,  Connecticut. 

James  D.  Lka. — During  the  pioneer  epoch 
in  the  history  of  Sandusky  the  Lea  family 
was  founded  in  its  midst,  and  the  name  has 
since  been  prominently  associated  with  many 
of  its  lines  of  progress.  James  Davis  Lea, 
born  on  July  21,  181 7,  in  Lycoming  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  Pine  Creek  near  the  Jer- 
sey shore,  came  to  Sandusky  in  1840.  He 
was  a  product  of  Milan  College,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  after  coming  to  Ohio  he 
taught  school  in  Perkins  township  and  worked 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  during  the  summer 
months.  He  continued  on  as  a  carpenter  un- 
til in  1845,  when  he  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  was  asso- 
ciated at  different  times  with  Louis  Moss, 
Frank  G.  Sloane  and  with  the  firm  of  Lea, 
Herbert  and  Company.  In  1897  Mr.  Lea 
sold  his  interest  in  the  lumber  business,  and 
thereafter  lived  retired  until  his  death  on  Jan- 
uary 8,  1901.  His  name  was  enrolled  among 
the  pioneers  of  Sandusky,  among  its  builders 
and  among  its  influential  and  honored  citi- 
zens. 

In  1842  James  D.  Lea  had  married  Caro- 
line Mackey,  and  of  the  six  children  which 
blessed  their  marriage  union  three  are  yet 
living.  He  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  was  prominent  in  local  Masonic  cir- 


cles, affiliating  with  Science  Lodge,  with  San- 
dusky City  Chapter,  Sandusky  Council  and 
Erie  Commandery. 

Lewis  M.  Lea,  the  first  of  the  six  children 
born  to  James  D.  and  Caroline  Lea,  his  birth 
occurring  in  1843,  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  Sandusky  schools.  At  the  age 
of  twentv  he  enlisted  in  the  Civil  war,  serv- 
ing  tor  118  days  with  Company  B,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantfy, 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge  from  the 
army  at  the  close  of  that  period.  In  1866 
he  embarked  in  the  jewelry  business  on  Co- 
lumbus avenue,  near  Water  street,  and  from 
there  moved  to  his  present  location  on  Colum- 
bus avenue,  near  Market  street,  where  he  has 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  stocked  jewelry 
stores  in  the  city.  He,  too,  has  become  promi- 
nent in  local  Masonic  circles  and  is  a  member 
of  Science  Lodge  of  Sandusky  City  Chapter, 
Sandusky  City  Council,  Erie  Commandery 
and  of  Toledo  Consistory.  He  is  also  affili- 
ated with  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Ancient 
and  Accepted  Scottish  Rites,  and  has  been 
honored  with  the  highest  degree  in  Masonry 
and  was  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Council, 
R.  &  S.  M.,  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  in  1904,  and 
Grand  High  Priest  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of 
Ohio  in  1908.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  of  the  Elks  and  of  the 
Maccabees  fraternities,  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  and  of  the  Republican  party. 

In  1867  Mr.  Lea  married  Miss  Helen  Cady, 
and  the  two  sons  of  this  union  are  Lewis  W. 
and  James  Davis  Lea. 

VoLNEY  Wilson. — An  intelligent  and  en- 
terprising citizen,  taking  an  active  interest  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  resides,  Volney  Wil- 
son, of  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county, 
holds  an  assured  position  among  the  thriving 
agriculturists  of  this  part  of  the  Reserve,  and 
is  carrying  on  mixed  husbandry  after  the  most 
approved  modern  methods.  A  son  of  Joseph 
Wilson,  he  was  born,  August  23,  1834,  in 
LoiDrook  townshio,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio. 

Born  in  1802,  in  Ontario  county.  New  York, 
Joseph  Wilson  died  in  Dorset,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  in  November,  1874,  aged  sev- 
enty-two years.  In  181 8,  a  boy  of  sixteen 
years,  he  migrated  to  Ashtabula  county.  In- 
dustrious, capable  and  determined,  he  labored 
with  a  determination  that  knew  not  the  word 
failure,  and  in  the  vears  that  ensued  became 
extensively   engaged    in   the   manufacture  of 
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lumber,  an  industry  that  he  carried  on  suc- 
cessfully thirtv-five  years.  He  owned  several 
mills,  all  of  which  he  built  himself,  and  op- 
erated them  by  water  power.  A  stanch  aboli- 
tionist, he  was  an  active  worker  in  the  under- 
ground railway,  his  house  being  one  of  the  sta- 
tions, and  was  a  charter  member  of  the  "Black 
String  Society,*'  an  organization  formed  to 
save  John  Brown,  Jr.,  son  of  **Ossawattomie" 
Brown,  from  the  United  States  marshal,  who 
was  trying  to  capture  him  when  fleeing  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  the  badge  of  the  society  being 
a  black  string. 

Joseph  Wilson  married,  in  Green,  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  Persis  Sloan,  who  was  born 
about  18 16,  and  died  in  1864.  Eight  children 
were  born  to  their  union,  as  follows:  Volney, 
the  special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Seth,  a  law- 
yer, born  in  Ohio,  in  July,  1836,  died  in  1866, 
in  Nebraska;  Rhoda,  born  in  1838,  now  a 
widow,  living  in  Jefferson,  Ohio,  married  first 
William  Ives,  and  married  second  W.  P. 
Young;  Maria,  born  in  1840,  died  in  Clarks- 
ville,  Michigan ;  Persis,  born  in  1842,  is  the 
wife  of  P.  G.  Smith,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michi- 
gan; Harriet,  born  in  1844;  Mary,  born  in 
1848,  and  Julia,  born  in  1850;  the  last  three 
are  deceased. 

Brought  up  in  Ashtabula  county,  Volney  Wil- 
son assisted  his  father  both  on  the  farm  and  in 
the  mill,  becoming  familiar  as  a  youth  with  both 
lines  of  industry.  On  August  14,  1861,  he 
t'nlisted  in  Company  A,  Twenty-ninth  Ohio 
\  olunteer  Infantry,  having  the  distinction  of 
being  the  very  first  man  to  enlist  in  that  regi- 
ment, and  served  until  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment,  when,  in  1863,  he  re-en- 
listed, and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
VV^ith  his  comrades  he  was  in  the  thickest  of 
many  important  battles.  His  regiment  suf- 
fered severe  losses,  starting  out  bravely  with 
one  hundred  and  three  men,  and  returning 
with  but  nine  of  its  original  members.  Mr. 
Wilson  was  filled  with  patriotic  ardor  from  his 
youthful  days,  when  he  was  frequently  called 
out  of  bed  at  night  to  escort  negroes  from 
Dorset  to  Ashtabula  Harbor,  where  they  made 
their  escape  to  Canada,  going  across  the  lake. 
Mr.  Wilson  owns  a  well-improved  farm  of 
ninety  acres,  which  he  devotes  to  general  ag- 
riculture. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  having  for  the  past  four  years 
served  as  adjutant  of  his  post.  He  belongs 
to  the  Ancient   Free  and  Accepted   Masons, 


and  has  been  treasurer  of  his  lodge  for  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  been  four  times  married. 
He  married  first,  in  February,  1855,  Celia 
Loomis,  who  died  June  30,  1861,  leaving  two 
children,  namely,  Barbara,  born  in  July,  1856, 
died  in  March,  1872,  and  Joseph,  bom  in 
March,  1858,  married  Ida  Goodeal,  and  is  now 
running  an  oil  refinery  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Wilson's  second  wife  was  Adaline  Smith,  and 
their  only  child,  Inez,  born  April  30,  1868,  is 
the  wife  of  George  Williams,  of  Albany,  New 
York.  Of  the  union  of  Mr.  Wilson  with  his 
third  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Helen 
Salter,  there  were  no  children.  Mr.  Wilson 
married  fourth  Elsie  Brewer,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Anna  Mae,  born  April  30,  1896.  The 
present  Mrs.  Wilson  was  a  daughter  of 
Ephraim  and  Helen  M.  (Laird)  Terrill. 
Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  in  Hartstown,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  the  family  lived  many  years. 
Her  parents  live  in  Pierpont  township,  mov- 
ing here  from  Tennessee  about  eight  years 
ago.  They  lived  in  Tennessee  about  thirty 
years. 

Samuel  H.  Smith  was  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  farmers  and  citizens  of  Erie  coun- 
ty, and  the  Smith  homestead  near  the  town 
of  Castalia  which  he  improved  and  where  he 
lived  and  labored  for  so  many  years  is  now 
the  home  and  property  of  his  son.  Jay  C. 
Smith,  who  is  proving  a  worthy  successor  to 
his  father.  Samuel  H.  Smith  was  born  about 
the  year  of  1808,  and  in  about  1823  he  emi- 
grated with  his  father,  also  named  Samuel, 
to  Huron  county,  Ohio,  the  journey  having 
been  accomplished  with  an  ox  team,  and  thev 
located  at  Venice.  The  senior  Mr.  Smith  was 
a  surveyor,  and  in  Huron  county  he  soon  se- 
cured employment  in  surveying  roads  and  town 
sites,  and  also  did  a  large  amount  of  work  in 
that  line  for  the  government.  After  a  time  he 
went  to  Texas,  where  he  was  employed  in  his 
profession  by  the  government,  and  he  contin- 
ued the  work  of  surveying  for  a  number  of 
years,  or  until  he  settled  at  Jasper,  Ohio, 
where  he  acquired  some  50,000  acres  of  land. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Samuel  H.  Smith  in  his  early  manhood 
worked  in  the  flour  mill  which  his  father 
had  erected  in  Venice,  and  which  was 
the  first  mill  of  the  kind'  built  there, 
and  he  continued  with  his  father  until 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel  Mac,  at  that 
time  locating  on  the  farm  which  had  reverted 
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to  his  wife  through  her  mother  and  which 
was  located  near  Castalia  in  Erie  county.  He 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  Hfe  on  this  tract 
of  no  acres,  transforming  it  in  the  meantime 
from  unimproved  forest  land  to  one  of  the 
highly-cultivated  farms  of  the  community. 
During  the  winter  months,  however,  he  went 
to  Louisiana,  where  he  had  acquired  over 
3,000  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  was 
farmed  by  his  sons  and  the  remainder  he 
rented.  Of  the  children  born  to  Samuel  H. 
^nd  Rachel  Smith,  three  grew  to  years  of 
maturity,  two  daughters  and  a  son. 

Jay  C.  Smith,  the  only  son  in  that  family, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany M,  First  Ohio  Heavy  Artillery,  in  1863, 
for  service  in  the  Civil  war,  and  he  served 
until  the  close  of  the  struggle.  Following 
his  discharge  in  1865  he  returned  to  Castalia, 
but  after  a  short  time  went  to  Louisiana  to 
take  charge  of  his  father's  land  and  he  re- 
mained there  for  two  years,  returning  then  to 
Erie  county  and  settling  on  the  Smith  home- 
stead near  Castalia.  In  addition  to  his  gen- 
eral farming  he  has  been  for  many  years  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  buying  and  selling 
horses,  shipping  many  of  his  animals  to  the 
South,  but  his  principal  market  are  the  East- 
ern cities.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his 
political  affiliations,  as  was  also  his  father, 
but  neither  ever  desired  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office. 

During  his  residence  in  the  South  Jay  C. 
Smith  married  Alice  Sewell,  a  native  daughter 
of  Louisiana,  and  the  three  children  of  that 
union  are  James,  Floyd  and  Jay  B.  Floyd  en- 
listed with  Company  B  and  served  throughout 
the  Spanish-American  war,  and  the  son  Jay  is 
now  a  member  of  the  standing  army.  The 
first  wife  dying,  Mr.  Smith  married  for  his 
second  wife  in  1891  Miss  May  Palmer,  a 
daughter  of  Vanderlyn  and  Orfie  (Savage) 
Palmer,  and  their  three  children  are  Flossy, 
George  and  Mary. 

Thomas  L.  Robinson. — As  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative younger  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  of  which  he  is  a  native 
son,  and  as  a  prominent  factor  in  connection 
with  leading  financial  institutions  in  the  citv 
of  Youngstown,  this  popular  citizen  is  well 
entitled  to  recognition  in  this  historical  com- 
pilation. 

Thomas  L.  Robinson,  a  scion  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, within  whose  limits  both  his  father  and 


mother  were  born  and  reared,  is  a  native  of 
Portage  county,  this  state,  having  been  born 
in  Ravenna  on  the  28th  of  June,  1880,  and  be- 
ing a  son  of  Judge  George  F.  and  Mary 
(Gillis)  Robinson,  honored  citizens  of  Ra- 
venna, that  county,  at  the  present  time.  Judge 
Robinson  was  reared  to  manhood  within  the 
gracious  borders  of  the  historic  Western  Re- 
serve, and  has  long  been  one  of  the  able  and 
.  prominent  members  of  the  bar  of  Portage 
county,  where  he  has  served  for  many  years 
on  the  bench  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
for  the  district  comprising  Portage,  Trumbull 
and  Mahoning  counties. 

Thomas  L.  Robinson  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Ravenna,  the  judicial  center  and  metropolis 
of  his  native  county,  and  after  his  graduation 
in  the  high  school,  in  1896,  he  was  matriculat- 
ed in  the  literary  or  academic  department  of 
the  renowned  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann 
Arbor,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  class  of  1900,  receiving  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  the  law  department 
of  his  alma  mater  he  then  completed  the  pre- 
scribed course,  being  graduated  in  1902  and 
thus  receiving  from  the  university  the  sup- 
plemental degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws. 

Soon  after  his  graduation,  in  June,  1902, 
Mr.  Robinson  established  his  residence  in  the 
city  of  Youngstown,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  and  where,  even  in 
the  initiatory  stages  of  his  work,  he  clearly 
demonstrated  his  ability  as  a  trial  lawyer  and 
well  fortified  counselor.  He  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  work  of  his  profession  for  a 
period  of  seven  years  without  special  diver- 
sion of  his  activities,  and  since  that  time  he 
has  found  his  time  largely  engrossed  by  his 
executive  duties  in  connection  with  the  finan- 
cial concerns  with  which  he  is  identified.  In 
1909  he  was  chosen  trust  officer  of  the  Dollar 
Savings  &  Trust  Company,  of  Youngstown, 
and  of  this  institution  he  has  been  vice  presi- 
dent since  1909,  also  being  a  member  of  its 
directorate,  as  well  as  that  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Youngstown.  He  has  mani- 
fested marked  ability  and  discrimination  in 
connection  with  financial  affairs  and  is  a  val- 
ued executive  officer  of  the  two  institutions 
mentioned,  the  same  holding  high  rank  among 
the  solid  financial  concerns  of  the  Western 
Reserve. 

Progressive  and  public-spirited  as  a  citizen 
and  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  his  home  city,  Mr.  Robinson 
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takes  a  loval  interest  in  all  that  tends  to  con- 
serve  the  general  advancement  and  civic  and 
material  prosperity  of  the  community,  in 
which  his  circle  of  friends  is  coincident  with 
chat  of  his  acquaintances.  In  politics  he  gives 
his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party;  he  is 
affiliated  with  the  Military  order  of  the  Loyal 
Legion  of  the  United  States  and  with  the  Sons 
of  the  American  Revolution,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  in  the  Episcopal 
Church. 

On  the  27th  of  April,  1907,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Robinson  to  Miss  Isabel 
Bonnell,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Youngs- 
town,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Mary  (Botsford)  Bonnell,  honored  residents 
of  this  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  a 
winsome  little  daughter,  Laura  V. 

Jacob  Mertz. — The  great  empire  of  Ger- 
many has  contributed  a  most  valuable  element 
to  the  cosmopolitan  social  fabric  of  our  Ameri- 
can republic,  which  has  had  much  to  gain  and 
nothing  to  lose  from  this  source.  Among 
those  of  German  birth  and  ancestry  who  have 
attained  to  success'  and  precedence  in  connec- 
tion with  business  activities  in  the  city  of 
Sandusky,  is  Jacob  Mertz,  a  citizen  of  sterling 
character  and  one  honored  by  all  who  know 
him.  He  came  to  America  as  a  youth,  and  his 
advancement  to  a  position  of  independence 
and  definite  prosperity  is  the  result  of  his  own 
efforts,  while  his  course  has  been  guided  and 
governed  by  the  highest  principles  of  integ- 
rity and  honor.  Honesty  of  purpose,  well 
directed  industry  and  sincerity  in  all  the  rela- 
tions of  life  have  characterized  this  well- 
known  and  popular  citizen,  and  in  the  com- 
munity that  has  so  long  been  his  home,  and 
here  his  word  has  been  as  good  as  his  bond, 
so  that  he  well  merits  the  unqualified  confi- 
dence and  esteem  in  which  he  is  uniformly 
held.  In  his  business  operations  there  has 
never  been  aught  of  misrepresentation  or 
equivocation,  and  his  patrons  have  known  that 
his  every  statement  could  be  implicitly  trusted. 
Such  is  the  caliber  of  a  good  citizen ;  and  as 
one  of  the  world's  sterling  army  of  productive 
workers  Mr.  Mertz  is  worthy  of  representa- 
tion in  this  publication,  devoted  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  its  people. 

Jacob  Mertz  is  a  native  of  the  kingdom  of 
Wurtemburg,  Ciermany,  where  he  was  born 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1835,  and  he  is  a  son 
of  George  Mertz.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  an  infant,  and  he  was  but  one  year  old 


at  the  time  of  his  father's  death,  so  that  he 
knows  but  little  concerning  the  family  history. 
To  the   schools   of  his   fatherland   he   is   in- 
debted for  his  early  educational  training,  and 
in  1853  h^  set  forth  to  seek  his  fortunes  in 
America,  where  he  believed  he  could  find  bet- 
ter  opportunities    for    winning   indq>endence 
through    his    personal    endeavors.      He    wii.» 
about  eighteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  when 
he  embarked  on  a  sailing  vessel  for  the  long 
and  weary  voyage  to  the  new  world.    In  due 
course  of  time  he  landed  in  the  citv  of  New 
York,  whence  he  soon  afterward  went  to  Buf- 
falo,   where    he    remained    about    one    year, 
within  which  he  served  a  partial  apprentice- 
ship at   the  trade   of  tinsmith.    In  1854  Mr. 
Mertz  came  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Norwalk, 
where  he  remained  about  three  months,  and 
he  then  removed  to  Sandusky,  where  he  has 
since  maintained  his  home  and  where  he  has 
risen  to  prominence  as  a  reliable  and  success- 
ful business  man  and  loyal  and  public-spirited 
citizen.     He  has  contributed  his  quota  to  the 
civic  and  material  progress  of  the  city  and  has 
here  found  ample  scope  for  productive  effort 
along    normal    lines    of    business    enterprise. 
L'pon  coming  to  Sandusky,  Mr.  Mertz  secured 
work  at  his  trade,  and  in  i860,  after  having 
carefully  saved  his  earnings  and  living  with 
utmost  frugality,  he  was  enabled  to  engage  in 
business    for    himself   by   opening    a    modest 
hardware  store  and  tinshop  on   Washington 
street,  near  the  present  business  place  of  his 
son.      He    devoted    himself   earnestly   to    his 
business    and    soon    gained    an    impregnable 
standing   in    popular   confidence   and   esteem, 
so    that    his    business    gradually    but    surely 
expanded  in  scope  and  importance.     In  1865 
he  removed  to  more  eligible  quarters,  at  the 
corner     of     Washington     and     McDonough 
streets,  where  he  built  up  a  large  and  pros- 
perous business,  which  he  conducted  individ- 
ually until   1885,  when  he  admitted  his  sons 
to  partnership.     At  this  location  the  business 
is    still    continued    under    the    firm    name   of 
J.    Mertz   &   Sons,   and   the   establishment   is 
one  of  the  largest  and  best  equipped  of  its 
kind  in  the  city.     The  firm  owns  the  large 
double  store  which  has  a  frontage  of  sixty-six 
feet  on  Washington  street,  and  the  building 
is  of  brick,  two  stories  in  height.     Here  are 
carried    comprehensive    lines    of    heavy    and 
shelf    hardware,    builders'    materials,    stoves 
and    ranges,    and    various    kinds    of    house- 
furnishings.      The   concern    controls   a   large 
and  representative  trade,  and  the  founder  of 
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the  business  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative business  men  of  the  city  that  has 
been  his  home  for  more  than  half  a  century. 
In  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  noted, 
Mr.  Mertz  is  associated  with  his  three  sons — 
John,  George,  and  Jacob,  Jr. — and  after  years 
of  ceaseless  toil  and  endeavor,  he  relegates 
the  active  management  of  the  business  to  his 
sons,  who  have  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the 
honored  name  they  bear,  and  who  are  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  business  men  of 
their  native  city. 

A  man  of  well  fortified  convictions  in  regard 
to  matters  of  public  import,  Mr.  Mertz  is 
aligned  as  a  supporter  of  the  generic  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  local 
affairs  he  maintains  an  independent  attitude 
and  gives  his  support  to  the  men  and  measures 
meeting  the  approval  of  his  judgment.  He 
is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate  in  San- 
dusky and  is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of 
the  Citizens*  Bank,  one  of  the  leading  finan- 
cial institutions  of  Erie  county. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1856,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Mertz  to  Miss  Teresa 
Hemmerle,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Baden, 
Germany,  and  they  have  eight  children, 
namely:  Caroline,  Louisa,  John,  George, 
Katherine,  Emma,  Jacob  Jr.,  and  Minnie.  As 
already  stated,  the  sons  are  associated  with 
their  father  in  business.  Caroline  is  the  wife 
of  John  Hayman,  of  Gray  Town,  Ohio ; 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Johns,  of  Cleve- 
land ;  Katherine  and  Emma  remain  at  the 
parental  home ;  and  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
William  C.  Smith,  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

James  G.  Snovvden. — Prominently  num- 
bered among  the  pioneers  and  among  the 
leading  citizens  and  business  men  of  Erie 
county  is  James  G.  Snowden,  a  grain  and 
stock  farmer  in  Margaretta  township.  He 
was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1839,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Snowden,  who 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  the  year  of  1808, 
and  of  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Snowden,  from 
Florida.  The  father  was  a  minister  in  the 
Presbyterian  church,  and  he  died  in  Luzerne 
county,  Pennsylvania.  The  son,  James  G. 
Snowden,  came  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  1858, 
and  settling  in  Castalia  he  lived  here  one  year 
and  then  went  south  and  was  engaged  in  rail- 
roading there  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil 
war.  Returning  then  to  Castalia  he  enlisted 
in  1864  in  the  Union  cause,  and  was  made  a 
member  of   Company   I,   One   Hundred   and 


Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after 
the  close  of  his  service  he  came  once  more  to- 
Erie  county  and  has  since  been  identified  with 
its  agricultural  interests.  In  1861  he  had 
located  on  his  present  homestead  in  Margaret- 
ta township,  a  mile  and  half  south  of  Castalia^ 
and  at  the  time  he  purchased  it  this  tract  of 
220  acres  was  covered  with  stumps,  but  he  has 
cleared  the  land  and  converted  it  into  one  of 
the  finest  farming  properties  in  the  township. 
He  was  at  one  time  quite  extensively  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  peaches,  but  was  finally 
obliged  to  discontinue  the  raising  of  that  fruit 
on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  help.  He  has 
since  followed  a  general  line  of  farming,  most- 
ly grain,  and  also  raises  stock. 

In  1861  Mr.  Snowden  was  married  to  Miss 
R.  M.  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  H.  Smith, 
and  the  three  children  born  of  the  union  are 
Maggie  G.,  Samuel  H.  and  Ethel  S.  The  wife 
and  mother  died  in  1883,  and  in  1885  Mr. 
Snowden  was  married  to  Mrs.  S.  A.  Graves, 
a  daughter  of  one  of  Erie  county's  earliest 
pioneers.  Seth  Bardwell,  who  established  his 
home  with  its  borders  as  early  as  1833.  Mr. 
Snowden  has  long  been  one  of  the  active  Re- 
publican workers  of  his  community,  and  has 
served  in  many  of  the  township  offices.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 

Seth  E.  Bardwell,  who  owns  one  of  the 
valuable  estates  of  Margaretta  township,  is' 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  his  com- 
munity and  one  of  its  old-time  residents.  He 
was  born  in  Groton  township  of  Erie  county, 
in  1844.  His  parents,  Seth  and  Louisa 
(White)  Bardwell,  both  born  at  Hatfield  in 
Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  came  to 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  in  1833,  settling  first  in 
Margaretta  township,  but  later  moved  to  Gro- 
ton township  in  Erie  county,  where  they  lived 
during  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Their 
farm  there  was  almost  entirely  covered  with 
timber  when  it  became  their  property,  but  Mr. 
Bardwell  in  time  succeeded  in  clearing  it  and 
it  finally  became  a  well-improved  tract.  He 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Universalist  church.  He  died 
in  the  year  1863,  but  his  wife  survived  him 
for  many  years,  and  died  in  1898,  when  ninety 
years  of  age. 

After  the  father's  death  the  son,  Seth  E. 
Bardwell,  took  charge  of  the  homestead  farm 
and  continued  its  cultivation  until  1890,  buy- 
ing in  the  following  year  of  1891  the  farm  he 
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now  owns  and  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. It  is  now  one  of  the  best  improved 
places  in  Margaretta  township.  In  1874  Mr. 
Bardwell  was  married  to  Miss  Celesta  M. 
Thompson,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Holman)  Thompson.  They  were  both  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  Thev  had  three  children: 
Ethel,  now  Mrs.  A.  S.  Alcott,  of  Sandusky; 
Seth  A.,  a  druggist  of  Philadelphia,  and  Al- 
vah  E.,  of  Cleveland,  an  attorney-at-law.  Mrs. 
Bardwell  died  July  2,  1893,  and  Mr.  Bardwell 
married  on  November  7,  1900,  Rebecca  Neill, 
a  daughter  of  Louis  and  Genneseret  (Gaw) 
Neill,  natives  of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  respectively.  Mr.  Bard- 
well is  entitled  to  membership  in  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic  through  his  service  in 
1864  in  the  Civil  war,  serving  one  hundred 
days  with  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  poli- 
tics he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 

Lorenzo  E.  Bravman,  M  D. — Prominent 
among  the  long  established  and  successful 
practitioners  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  is 
Lorenzo  E.  Brayman,  M.  D.,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Pier- 
pont  township  for  the  past  forty-one  years, 
during  which  time  he  has  gained  valuable  ex- 
perience and  built  up  a  substantial  patronage. 
He  was  born  October  2(),  1844,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, coming  from  excellent  New  England 
stock,  his  father,  Harry  Brayman,  and  his 
grandfather,  Ezekiel  Brayman,  having  been 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  Born  and  reared  in 
Massachusetts,  Ezekiel  Brayman  spent  a  large 
part  of  his  life  among  the  Berkshire  hills. 
Hearing  glowing  accounts  of  the  new  country 
being  opened  up  in  the  West,  he  migrated  with 
his  family  to  Ohio,  locating  in  Ashtabula 
county.  Taking  up  wild  land,  he  reclaimed  a 
homestead  from  the  forest  and  there  spent  his 
declining  years.  He  married  Susan  Hall,  who 
was  born  in  177*^,  in  Massachusetts,  and  died 
in  Pierpont  township,  Ohio,  in  1854.  Their 
children,  six  in  number,  were  as  follows: 
Lyman,  deceased  ;  Ezekiel,  Jr.,  deceased  ;  Sol- 
omon, deceased  ;  Harry ;  Susan,  deceased ;  and 
Svlvia,  deceased. 

Harry  P>rayman  was  born  March  4,  1805, 
in  Tyringham,  Massachusetts,  and  died  on  his 
farm  in  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  September  28,  1851.  He  married  Mrs. 
Meribah  Benjamin,  who  was  born  in  1803, 
and  was  then  a  widow  with  three  children, 
namely :  Alva  Benjamin,  deceased ;  Sumner 
Benjamin,   and    Levi    Benjamin.     To    Harry 


Brayman  and  his  wife  six  children  were  born, 
namely:  Edwin,  born  February  7,  1833,  died 
of  smallpox,  in  Cambridge,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1870;  Bennett,  born  August  21,  1839,  died  in 
1905;  Jeannette,  born  March  11,  1835,  is  the 
wife  of  Amos  Curtis,  of  Pierpont  township; 
Sylvia,  born  July  22,  1841,  married  Tiffany 
Kellison,  of  Pierpont,  Ashtabula  county;  Lo- 
renzo E.,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  bio- 
graphical sketch;  and  Fidelia,  born  February 
24,  1846,  is  the  widow  of  the  late  William 
Benjamin,  who  died  January  11,  1888.  She 
is  now  postmistress  at  Pierpont,  Ohio. 

Obtaining  his  elementary  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Cambridge,  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  Lorenzo  E.  Brayman  began  the 
study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Trimmer,  of  Pier- 
pont, Ohio,  continuing  under  his  tutorship 
three  years.  Going  then  to  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, he  studied  there  for  a  year,  and  was  sub- 
sequently graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Western  Reserve  University,  in 
Cleveland.  Returning  to  Pierpont,  Dr.  Bray- 
man was  in  partnership  with  his  former  in- 
structor. Dr.  Trimmer,  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  spent  a  year  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  Philadelphia,  making  a  spe- 
cial study  of  medicine  and  surgery.  Since 
that  time  Dr.  Brayman  has  been  in  active 
practice  in  Pierpont,  and  has  also  had  offices 
in  Jefferson  and  in  Andover,  having  main- 
tained an  office  in  the  latter  place  for  twenty- 
six  years.  He  is  widely  known  throughout 
this  section  of  the  state,  and  has  a  very  large 
and  remunerative  patronage.  The  University 
of  Pennsylvania  gave  Dr.  Brayman  a  scholar- 
ship for  high  standing  as  a  student. 

Dr.  Brayman  is  much  interested  in  the  agri- 
cultural growth  and  prosperity  of  Ashtabula 
county,  and  has  invested  a  part  of  his  accumu- 
lations in  land,  owning  about  twelve  hundred 
acres  in  Ashtabula  county.  He  has  a  three 
hundred  acre  farm  in  Pierpont  township, 
which  he  devotes  to  dairying  and  fancy  stock 
raising.  He  keeps  a  fine  grade  of  Holstein 
cattle,  and  has  now  about  forty  magnificent 
horses,  many  of  them  being  noted  roadsters. 
He  has  at  times  had  as  many  as  a  hundred 
horses  in  his  possession.  The  doctor  began 
life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years, 
with  no  capital,  and  has  steadily  climbed  the 
ladder  of  attainments,  his  present  prosperity 
being  due  to  his  own  efforts.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  Relief 
Lodge,  Xo.  284,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Pierpont;  of 
Conneaut  Commandery,  K.  T. ;    and  belongs 
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to  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  the  Nobles  of 
the  Mystic  Shrine.  He  was  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ashtabula  County  Medical  Society, 
but  dropped  from  its  ranks  in  1909. 

Dr.  Brayman  married,  April  5,  1888,  Lizzie 
Fitzgerald,  who  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  June  20,  1865.  Their  only 
child,  John  H.  Brayman,  was  born  March  5, 
1889,  in  Pierpont,  (Dhio.  He  is  well  educated, 
having  graduated  from  the  Pierpont  high 
school  and  from  the  Ashtabula  Business  Col- 
lege. 

Henry  Wetmore,  a  successful  farmer  of 
Monroe  township,  Ashtabula  county,  was  born 
December  23,  1851,  and  has  always  lived  on 
a  farm.  His  grandfather,  Benjamin  Wetmore, 
was  born  in  Connecticut,  and  came  from  Mid- 
dletown,  that  state,  in  1818,  to  Ohio.  He 
came  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  with  an  ox  team, 
and  brought  his  family  with  him.  He  settled 
on  a  farm  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
in  Kelloggsville  township,  Ashtabula  county. 
He  married  Thankful  Lucas,  of  Connecticut, 
and  their  children  were:  Elnathan,  Ebenezer, 
Sally,  Lucretia,  John,  Abigail,  Eliza  and  Ben- 
jamin, all  deceased. 

John  Wetmore  was  a  farmer  and  cleared 
land  for  the  cultivation  of  wheat.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church.  He  married  Juliet  Sands,  born 
in  1823,  and  died  in  1861.  Thair  children 
were :  Henry ;  Thomas,  born  in  1853,  lives 
in  Texas ;  Ida,  married  W.  G.  Munyan,  of 
Newport  News,  Virginia;  and  Julia,  married 
O.  A.  Lillie  and  lives  in  Sheffield  township, 
Ashtabula  county. 

Henry  Wetmore  was  the  oldest  of  the  chil- 
dren. He  attended  school  at  Kelloggsville. 
He  owns  120  acres  of  land  and  carries  on  gen- 
eral farming;  he  formerly  conducted  a  dairy 
and  raised  considerable  stock.  He  is  public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  and  takes  interest  in 
public  affairs.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 
Mr.  Wetmore  married  Nora  Blood,  born  Janu- 
ary 2,  1852,  and  their  children  are :  Will,  born 
January  7,  1875,  died  in  April,  1904;  John, 
born  February  23,  1878,  lives  at  home ;  and 
Belle,  born  June  26,  1881,  married  Oliver 
Clark,  and  lives  in  Monroe  township,  near  her 
parents. 

Vanderlyn  Palmer.  —  The  Palmer  family 
is  one  of  the  oldest  of  the  pioneers  of  Cas- 
talia,  and  Vanderlyn  Palmer  was  for  many 
years  prominently  identified  with  its  business 


life  as  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  many  of 
its  most  substantial  and  prominent  buildings 
standing  as  monuments  to  his  abihty  and  en- 
terprise. He  retired  from  the  business  a  few 
years  since,  and  is  spending  the  evening  of 
his  long  and  useful  li-fe  in  rest.  He  filled  the 
office  of  constable  for  a  number  of  vears; 
for  twenty-four  years  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  for  twelve  years  was  the  clerk  of 
his  township.  He  is  a  stanch  and  true  Repub- 
lican and  a  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

Vanderlyn  Palmer  was  born  at  Oxford,  New 
York,  in  183 1,  a  son  of  James  S.  and  Amy 
(Achhorn)  Palmer,  both  of  whom  also  had 
their  nativity  in  the  Empire  state.  From  their 
native  state  the  family  moved  to  Michigan 
in  1832,  and  in  1834  settled  in  Ottawa  county, 
Ohio.  From  there  they  went  to  Margaretta 
township,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  now  Erie 
county,  where  they  bought  a  farm,  but  left 
it  in  a  short  time,  owing  to  the  unhealthy  con- 
dition of  that  locality,  and  moving  then  to  San- 
dusky county,  Ohio,  they  lived  there  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  came  to  Castalia,  in  Erie 
county,  arriving  here  in  the  spring  of  1839. 
Here  Mr.  Palmer  bought  town  property,  con- 
ducting a  hotel  for  a  time,  serving  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  as  a  constable,  and  he  was  active 
in  the  political  work  of  his  community  and 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party.  His  death 
occurred  in  the  year  1846,  and  of  the  eight 
children  which  were  born  into  his  family,  only 
two  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

Vanderlyn  Palmer,  the  fourth  in  age  of  the 
eight  children,  and  one  of  the  two  survivors, 
grew  to  manhood's  estate  in  Castalia  and  re- 
ceived his  educational  training  in  its  public 
schools.  When  he  had  reached  the  age  of 
about  seventeen  he  began  the  active  battle  of 
life  for  himself,  and,  learning  the  wagon- 
maker's  trade,  he  followed  that  line  of  work 
until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war.  In  1864 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty  -  fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantr>%  and 
served  to  the  close  of  the  struggle  and  was 
mustered  out  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  in  1864. 
He  was  in  the  hospital  there  at  the  time  of 
his  discharge,  and  he  was  obliged  to  remain 
there  several  weeks,  when  he  returned  to  Cas- 
talia and  after  a  time  began  work  at  the  car- 
penter's trade.  On  the  i6th  of  May,  1852,  he 
married  Lusetta  Mansfield,  who  died  on  the 
nth  of  the  following  February,  and  on  the 
loth  of  September,  1854,  he  was  married  to 
Orfie  Savage,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Ziltha 
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(Gillet)  Savage,  the  father  from  Middlebury, 
Vermont,  and  the  mother  from  Allegany 
county,  New  York.  They  came  to  Erie  county 
in  1840.  Fourteen  children,  five  sons  and  nine 
daughters,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Savage, 
and  four  sons  and  three  daughters  are  yet 
living. 

S.  J.  Palmer,  a  son  of  Vanderlyn  and  Orfie, 
Palmer,  was  bom  June  17,  1874,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  early  educational  training  in  the 
high  school  of  Castalia.  He  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  under  the  able  instructions  of 
his  father,  they  continuing  together  in  the 
business  for  a  time  or  until  the  year  1890, 
when  the  son  began  contracting  for  himself. 
He  is  an  active  Republican  worker  in  county 
and  state  politics,  and  has  served  in  public 
office,  including  two  years  as  constable,  three 
years  as  a  deputy  sheriff,  from  1905  to  1908, 
and  is  at  the  present  time  and  has  been  for 
two  years  a  justice  of  the  peace.  In  1893  Mr. 
Palmer  wedded  Miss  Lydia  A.  Burr,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William  Burr,  and  they  have  three 
children. 

Gilbert  Knapp. — Coming  to  Ohio  upwards 
of  three  score  years  ago,  Gilbert  Knapp,  late 
of  Margaretta  township,  is  numbered  among 
those  energetic,  farseeing  agriculturists  who 
rendered  such  valuable  assistance  in  develop- 
ing those  branches  of  industry  whereby  the 
rich  soil  of  Erie  county  has  been  made  to  pro- 
duce abundantly  of  the  crops  common  to  this 
region,  having  as  a  general  farmer  met  with 
signal  success  in  his  undertakings.  He  was 
born  January  16,  1820,  in  New  York  state, 
which  was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  his  par- 
ents, Wright  and  Sally  (Towner)  Knapp. 
Growing  to  manhood  in  his  native  state,  Mr. 
Knapp  lived  there  a  number  of  years  after 
his  marriage.  In  1848,  accompanied  by  his 
wife  and  children,  he  followed  the  tide  of 
emigration  westward  to  Ohio,  locating  perma- 
nently in  Erie  county.  He  purchased  125 
acres  of  land  in  the  "Oak  Openings"  in  Mar- 
garetta township,  and  immediately  began  its 
improvement.  A  diligent  laborer,  he  exer- 
cised skill  and  good  judgment  in  his  opera- 
tions, and  continued  here  an  active  and  pros- 
perous general  farmer  until  his  death,  March 
8.  1894.  He  was  held  in  high  respect  as  a 
man  and  as  a  citizen.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  in  his  religious  views  was  a 
free  thinker. 

Mr.  Knapp  married,  in  1841,  Cynthia  Chase, 
who  was  born  on  a  farm  in  New  York  state. 


her  parents,  Alvin  and  Ruth  (Cole)  Chase, 
having  been  well-known  and  successful  agri- 
culturists. Three  children  blessed  their  union, 
namely:  James  H.,  bom  in  1842;  John  T., 
born  in  1844;  and  Cyrus  C,  bom  in  1847. 
The  two  younger  sons  now  own  and  manage 
the  parental  home.  The  mother  died  April 
II,  1910,  and  in  June  of  that  year  she  would 
have  celebrated  the  ninetieth  anniversary  of 
her  birth. 

Cyrus  C.  Knapp,  the  youngest  son,  is  meet- 
ing with  genuine  success  in  his  agricultural 
labors,  being  numbered  among  the  leading 
farmers  of  Margaretta  township.  Inheriting 
the  political  and  religious  views  of  his  father, 
he  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  is  identified  with 
the  more  liberal  thinkers  of  the  day.  He  mar- 
ried, in  1903,  Cora  C.  Schoewe,  a  daughter  of 
Edward  and  Martha  Schoewe,  and  they  have 
three  children,  namely:  Gilbert,  Melvin  and 
Martha.  John  T.  Knapp  is  a  partner  with  his 
brother  in  the  ownership  of  the  farm,  and  is 
unmarried.  He,  too,  has  embraced  his  father's 
ideas  of  reHgion  and  politics. 

Cecil  D.  Hine  holds  and  merits  a  place 
among  the  representative  legal  practitioners 
and  citizens  of  Youngstown.  He  is  the  senior 
member  of  the  prominent  law  firm  of  Hine, 
Kennedy  &  Manchester,  practitioners  before 
the  bar  of  Youngstown,  and  he  has  been  one 
of  the  leading  attorneys  of  Mahoning  county 
during  the  past  quarter  of  a  century  and  more. 
Born  at  Hubbard,  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
August  3,  1849,  he  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Ellen  L.  (Montgomery)  Hine,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Homer  Hine,  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent and  best  known  of  the  early  lawyers  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  The  Hine  family  is  an 
old  established  one  in  Mahoning  county.  Sam- 
uel Hine,  born  at  Youngstown,  married  Ellen 
L.  Montgomery,  a  daughter  of  Robert  Mont- 
gomery, who  located  in  an  early  day  in  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  and  who  as  early  as  1806 
built  at  Poland  one  of  the  first  iron  furnaces 
in  the  state,  which  he  successfully  operated  for 
a  considerable  period.  Samuel  Hine  died  on 
the  19th  of  May,  1893. 

Cecil  D.  Hine,  primarily  educated  in  his 
native  locality,  entered  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege at  the  commencement  of  the  sophomore 
year,  and  completed  the  course  there  with  ex- 
cellent credit,  and  at  a  later  day  his  alma 
mater  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Mas- 
ter of  Arts.  On  returning  from  college,  he 
entered  upon  the  study  of  law  with  the  well- 


i'.63 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


known  firm  of  Taylor  &  Jones,  at  Warren, 
Ohio,  and  after  two  years  of  reading  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  in  Trumbull  county  on  the 
15th  of  April,  1872.  Shortly  after  this  he 
began  the  practice  of  law  at  Youngstown, 
his  home  since  that  time,  and  for  many  years 
a  leading  member  of  its  bar.  The  law  firm 
of  Hine,  Kennedy  &  Manchester  was  formed 
in  1908  and  is  considered  one  of  the  strongest 
and  ablest  combinations  of  legal  talent  in  this 
section  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  Hine  married,  on  October  9,  1872, 
Elizabeth  W.  Woodruff,  bom  at  Poland,  Ohio. 
A  daughter,  Elizabeth  W.,  has  been  born  to 
them,  and  she  is  the  wife  of  Charles  H.  Gates, 
of  New  York.  The  Hine  home  is  at  725  Wick 
avenue,  Youngstown. 

Thomas  B.  Bennington. — Among  the  ster- 
ling and  honored  citizens  of  Lorain  county 
whose  memories  link  the  remote  pioneer  past 
with  the  present  day  of  opulent  prosperity  and 
advancement,  is  numbered  Thomas  Blythe 
Bennington,  who  is  a  native  son  of  this  county, 
a  scion  of  one  of  its  well  known  pioneer  fami- 
lies, and  a  citizen  who  has  ever  held  an  im- 
pregnable place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  the  people  of  the  county  in  which  his  entire 
life  thus  far  has  been  passed.  Through  well 
directed  energy  and  distinctive  business  acu- 
men, he  has  achieved  large  and  worthy  suc- 
cess in  connection  with  the  practical  activities 
of  life,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial capitalists  of  his  native  county,  where 
he  has  extensive  real  estate  interests,  including 
the  fine  old  homestead  farm  on  which  he  was 
born.  A  type  of  the  best  citizenship,  loyal, 
progressive  and  public-spirited,  he  has  contrib- 
uted in  generous  measure  to  the  development 
and  upbuilding  of  Lorain  county  and  well 
merits  consideration  in  this  history  of  the 
Western  Reserve  and  its  people.  He  is  now 
living  in  the  village  of  Grafton,  but  finds  ample 
demand  upon  his  time  and  attention  in  the  su- 
pervision of  his  large  real  estate,  industrial 
and  capitalistic  interests,  as  though  well  ad- 
vanced in  vears,  he  is  vigorous  and  alert  and 
has  no  desire  for  sybaritic  ease  or  supine  in- 
activity. 

Thomas  Blythe  Bennington  was  born  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
31st  of  January,  1837,  and  is  one  of  the  two 
survivors  of  the  eight  children  of  Thomas  B. 
and  Jane  (Webster)  Bennington,  both  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England, 
where  their  marriage  was   solemnized.     The 


father  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native 
land,  where  he  remained  until  the  year  1829, 
when  he  came  to  America.  He  landed  in  Que- 
bec, Ganada,  and  thence  came  forthwith  to 
Ohio,  and  he  passed  the  first  three  years  in 
Vemiilion,  Erie  county,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed at  farm  labor.  He  then  purchased 
fifty  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  in  the 
southern  part  of  Eaton  township,  where  he 
made  a  clearing  and  erected  a  log  cabin  of  the 
type  common  to  the  locality  and  period.  This 
embryonic  farm,  owned  in  later  years  by  James 
Johnson,  he  soon  sold,  and  he  then  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  England,  where  his  mar- 
riage was  solemnized.  In  the  following  spring, 
in  company  with  his  young  bride,  he  returned 
to  the  tjnited  States,  and  they  passed  the  first 
summer  in  Elyria,  Lorain  county,  which  now 
thriving  little  city  was  then  a  mere  straggling 
village  in  the  midst  of  the  surrounding  for- 
ests. In>  1830  he  purchased  a  tract  of  108  acres 
in  section  78,  about  one  mile  west  of  the  cen- 
ter of  Eaton  township,  and  there  he  built  a 
log  house  and  established  his  home  in  the 
woods.  He  and  his  devoted  wife  lived  up  to 
the  full  tension  of  the  pioneer  epoch,  during 
which  they  endured  their  full  quota  of  hard- 
ships and  vicissitudes,  and  he  set  himself  vig- 
orously to  the  herculean  task  of  reclaiming  his 
land  to  cultivation.  When  he  took  up  his 
abode  on  his  new  farm  no  roads  had  been  laid 
out  in  that  section,  and  when  one  was  finally 
established  he  found  his  house  so  far  from 
the  highway  that  he  erected  another  dwelling, 
nearer  the  road.  In  this  second  pioneer  resi- 
dence he  passed  the  residue  of  his  long  and 
useful  life,  which  was  marked  by  impregnable 
integrity  and  honor,  as  well  as  by  persistent 
and  unremitting  industry.  He  passed  away 
in  September,  1874,  and  his  wife  survived  him 
by  several  years.  During  her  declining  years 
she  was  cared  for  with  solicitude  in  the  home 
of  her  son,  of  this  review,  and  she  likewise 
died  on  the  old  homestead  farm,  having  been 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  November, 
1889.  Both  she  and  her  husband  ever  held  a 
secure  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of 
all  who  knew  them.  Their  names  merit  a 
place  on  the  roster  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  Goncerning  their  eight 
children  the  following  brief  record  is  consist- 
ently entered  at  this  juncture:  Mary  Ann  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  Williams,  and  her  death  occurred 
at  Elsie,  Glinton  county,  Michigan ;  Louise  is 
the  widow  of  John  Haylor  and  resides  in  the 
city  of  Lorain,  Ohio;  Thomas    B.,    of    this 
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sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  Sarah 
J.  became  the  wife  of  John  Kirk,  a  representa- 
tive farmer  of  Lorain  county,  and  she  died  in 
Eaton  township,  in  May,  1910;  Martha,  the 
wife  of  James  Carpenter,  likewise  died  in 
Eaton  tow^nship ;  Henrietta  became  the  wife  of 
Vernon  Phelps,  of  Eaton  township,  where  her 
death  occurred ;  Clara  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Van  Wagnen  and  died  in  Elsie,  Michi- 
gan ;  and  John  E.  died  when  about  three  years 
of  age.  \ 

Thomas  B.  Bennington  was  reared  to  the 
sturdy  discipline  of  the  pioneer  farm  and  early 
began  to  contribute  his  share  to  its  work,  so 
that  he  learned  the  value  of  honest  toil  and 
endeavor  while  a  youth.  He  has  never  been 
afraid  of  hard  work  and  none  has  more  defi- 
nite respect  for  its  dignity  and  worth.  Owing 
to  the  exigencies  of  time  and  place,  his  early 
educational  advantages  were  very  limited,  but 
he  duly  availed  himself  of  such  opportunities 
as  were  offered  in  the  primitive  schools  of  the 
period.  He  recalls  with  appreciation  the  little 
log  school  house  with  its  slab  benches,  pun- 
cheon floor  and  wide  fireplace,  and  within  its 
precincts  he  gained  his  rudimentary  education. 
He  attended  school  only  during  the  winter 
months,  as  during  the  summer  seasons  his  aid 
was  required  in  connection  with  the  work  of 
the  home  farm.  He  has  witnessed  the  devel- 
opment of  this  section  from  the  condition  of 
a  forest  wilderness  to  that  of  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  advanced  portions  of  the  historic 
old  Western  Reserve,  and  it  is  a  matter  of 
gratification  to  him  that  he  has  been  able  to 
assist  in  the  industrial  and  civic  upbliding  of 
his  native  county,  to  which  his  loyalty  is  of 
the  most  insistent  type.  Through  well  directed 
self-discipline,  involving  both  reading  and 
study,  as  well  as  active  association  with  men 
and  affairs,  he  has  admirably  overcome  the 
educational  handicap  of  earlier  years  and  is 
a  man  of  broad  and  exact  information  and  dis- 
tinctive maturity  of  judgment.  Full  recogni- 
tion of  this  is  given  by  those  who  know  him, 
and  many  have  there  been  who  have  availed 
themselves  of  his  advice  in  regard  to  matters 
of  business  and  civic  importance. 

Mr.  Bennington  continued  to  be  associated 
in  the  work  and  management  of  the  home  farm 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  and  he  then 
settled  on  a  partlv  improved  farm  which  he 
had  purchased  and  which  adjoined  his  father's 
farm  on  the  east.  A  few  years  later  occurred 
the  death  of  his  honored  father,  and  he  then 
assumed  the  management  of  the  old  home  farm 


as  well  as  of  his  own,  while  he  and  his  wife 
continued  to  give  affectionate  care  to  his  loved 
mother  until  she  too  passed  away.  He  finally 
purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  to 
the  home  place  secured  by  his  father  so  many 
years  ago,  and  he  has  since  retained  this  prop- 
erty, which  is  endeared  to  him  by  the  memories 
and  associations  of  the  past,  and  which  is  now 
one  of  the  valuable  farms  of  the  county.  He 
continued  to  reside  in  Eaton  township  until 
the  autumn  of  1891,  when  he  removed  to  his 
present  handsome  residence  in  the  village  of 
Grafton,  where  he  apd  his  wife  have  since 
maintained  their  home  and  where  they  have 
the  most  grateful  environment-  and  associa- 
tions. This  residence  wa§  erected  by  Mr.  Ben- 
nington and  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  in 
the  village. 

As  an  agriculturist  and  stock-grower  Mr. 
Bennington  long  held  a  position  of  promi- 
nence in  this  section  of  the  state,  and  especially 
in  the  line  of  raising  high-grade  live  stock  did 
he  gain  reputation  that  far  transcended  local 
limitations.  Progressive  and  enterprising,  he 
never  allowed  himself  to  follow  in  the  beaten 
path,  and  by  the  careful  and  discriminating 
policies  and  measures  which  he  followed  he 
achieved  pronounced  success  in  his  various 
operations.  When  but  seventeen  years  of  age 
he  became  interested  in  thorough-bred  stock, 
particularly  sheep  and  swine.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  in  this  section  to  handle  the  imported 
Shropshire  and  Southdown  sheep,  and  for 
many  years  he  was  prominent  as  an  exhibitor 
of  fine  sheep  and  hogs,  in  which  connection  he 
won  many  prizes  at  fairs  and  other  exhibi- 
tions, specializing  the  breed?  of  sheep  just 
mentioned,  and  also  the  Berkshire  type  of 
hogs.  His  last  important  exhibit  was  at  the 
World's  Columbian  Exposition,  in  Chicago,  in 
1893,  ^^^^  there  he  secured  three  premiums  on 
his  Shropshire  and  seven  on  his  Southdown 
sheep.  He  gained  marked  success  as  a  breeder 
of  high-grade  stock,  and  has  long  been  recog- 
nized as  a  connoisseur  and  authority  in  con- 
nection with  the  types  to  which  he  has  given 
his  special  attention.  In  recent  years,  owing 
to  the  exactions  of  his  other  interests,  he  has 
gradually  restricted  his  operations  in  the  breed- 
ing of  fine  stock,  although  he  is  still  engaged 
somewhat  extensively  in  the  breeding  of 
Shropshire  sheep  and  Suffolk  swine.  Mr. 
Bennington  is  the  owner  of  valuable  real  estate 
in  Lorain  county,  including  improved  proper- 
ties in  the  cities  of  Lorain,  Elyria  and  Ober- 
lin  and  in  the  village  of  Grafton.    Iri  Grafton 
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township  he  owns  three  well  improved  farms, 
and  he  still  has  the  old  homestead  farm  in 
Eaton  township  and  a  fine  fruit  farm  in  Shef- 
field township.  His  entire  landed  estate  ag- 
gregates fully  I, coo  acres,  and  this  alone  places 
him  among  the  substantial  capitalists  of  his 
native  county. 

Mr.  Bennington  attributes  a  full  measure  of 
credit  to  his  devoted  wife  for  the  success  which 
has  attended  his  efforts  as  one  of  the  world's 
workers,  for  her  counsel  and  co-operation  have 
been  potent  influences,  even  as  her  labors  have 
been  on  a  parity  with  his  own.  They  have  not 
hedged  themselves  in  with  selfish  interests,  but 
have  ever  shown  a  broad  human  sympathy  and 
a  distinctive  spirit  of  philanthropy  and  prac- 
tical human  helpfulness.  Mr.  Bennington  has 
done  much  to  assist  those  in  need,  and  espe- 
cially has  he  aided  those  in  moderate  circum- 
stances to  provide  homes  for  themselves.  All 
of  his  benefactions  have  been  extended  with- 
out ostentation  and  have  been  but  the  mark 
of  his  high  sense  of  stewardship.  Fidelity  to 
the  highest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor 
has  characterized  every  step  in  his  career,  and 
thus  he  has  not  been  denied  the  fullest  mede 
of  popular  confidence  and  esteem.  He  has  ever 
been  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  cause  of  temper- 
ance and  has  personally  given,  both  by  precept 
and  example,  consistent  force  to  his  convic- 
tions, as  he  has  never  used  intoxicating  liquors 
or  tobacco  in  any  form  and  has  striven  to  dis- 
courage  the  young  men  in  the  use  of  these  del- 
eterious stuffs.  His  political  allegiance  is 
given  to  the  Republican  party  and  he  has  ever 
shown  a  loyal  interest  in  public  affairs  and  been 
true  to  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  citizen- 
ship. Although  he  has  never  been  inoculated 
with  the  virus  of  political  ambition,  he  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  village  council  of 
Grafton  and  is  at  the  present  time  a  valued 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  this  vil- 
lage. As  a  young  man  Mr.  Bennington  became 
a  member  of  the  Christian  church  in  E?iton, 
and  his  wife  has  been  a  communicant  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church  since  her  girlhood 
days. 

On  December  24,  1869,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Bennington  to  Miss  Atlanta 
Amanda  Peck,  of  Wakeman,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  was  born  on  September  18, 
1839.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  T.  and  Abi- 
gail ( Haskins )  Peck,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  native  of  X'ergennes,  \'ermont,  and  the  latter 
of  Dartmouth,  Massachusetts.  Both  families 
were  founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial 


epoch  of  our  national  history.  Henry  T.  Peck 
came  to  Ohio  prior  to  his  marriage  and  secured 
a  tract  of  wild  land  in  Wakeman  township, 
Huron  county.  He  reclaimed  a  valuable  farm 
and  became  one  of  the  representative  agricul- 
turists and  influential  citizens  of  that  locality. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  his  old  homestead 
until  his  death,  and  his  wife,  long  surviving 
him,  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  ninety 
years.  Mr.  Peck  was  an  uncompromising  abo- 
litionist during  the  climacteric  period  leading 
up  to  the  Civil  war,  and  his  home  was  a  station 
on  the  historic  "underground  railroad,"  by 
means  of  which  so  many  fugitive  slaves  were 
assisted  to  liberty.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  became 
the  parents  of  ten  sons  and  four  daughters,  and 
all  of  the  number  attained  maturity  except  one 
son,  who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year.  One  of 
the  sons,  Edward  Peck,  was  a  valiant  soldier 
in  an  Ohio  regiment  and  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Pittsburg  Landing.  Of  the  children  five 
sons  and  three  daughters  are  now  living,  and 
Mrs.  Bennington  was  the  fourth  child  and 
second  daughter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennington 
had  but  one  child, — Edward  Blythe,  who  was 
born  on  September  8,  1870,  and  who  died  on 
April  5,  1885.  The  loss  of  this  promising  and 
noble  boy  constituted  the  great  bereavement  in 
the  married  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bennington, 
who  may  well  feel  in  this  connection  that 
''Memory  is  the  only  friend  that  grief  can  call 
its  own." 

Henry  Moore. — A  man  of  high  character, 
great  ability  and  generous  impulses,  Henry 
Moore,  late  of  Venice,  was  for  upwards  of 
thirty  years  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
and  a  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  this 
part  of  Erie  county,  being  well  known  as  a 
prosperous  merchant  and  an  extensive  grape 
grower.  Born  September  20,  1826,  in  Ger- 
manv,  he  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
Fatherland.  In  1846  he  came  with  his  mother 
and  stepfather,  Paul  Leidorf,  to  Ohio,  locat- 
ing in  Venice.  There  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Ohlenbacher,  died, 
leaving  five  children,  two  of  whom,  Henry  and 
Ann,  were  born  of  her  first  marriage,  while 
the  other  three,  Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  John, 
were  born  of  her  union  with  Mr.  Leidorf. 

Learning  the  miller's  trade  when  young, 
Henry  Moore  had  charge  of  the  mill  at  Venice 
for  twenty-six  years,  resigning  the  position 
in  1872.  He  afterward  lived  for  about  two 
years  in  Perrysburg,  Wood  county,  where 
he  was  employed  in  tlie  manufacture  of  staves 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1571 


and  headings.  In  1874  he  began  his  mercan- 
tile career  in  Venice,  becoming  junior  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  McGookey  &  Moore.  Buy- 
ing out  his  partner  in  1887,  Mr.  Moore  became 
sole  proprietor,  and  carried  on  a  successful 
business  until  May  21,  1896,  when  he  was 
burned  out.  In  addition  to  carrying  a  line  of 
general  merchandise,  he  dealt  in  coal  and 
grain,  which  business  he  subsequently  turned 
over  to  his  son-in-law,  John  Neuscheler.  Mr. 
Moore  also  served  for  a  number  of  years  as 
postmaster  at  Venice.  He  was  associated  with 
the  agricultural  and  horticultural^  interests  of 
this  part  of  the  county,  and  took' great  pleas- 
ure, as  well  as  deriving  much  profit,  from 
the  cultivation  of  his  15-acre  farm  and  his 
vineyard  of  10  acres.  During  the  Civil  war 
he  served  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  the  one-hun- 
dred-day call,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Chase. 

Mr.  Moore  married,  in  1849,  Mary  J. 
Bourke,  who  was  born  at  Black  Rock,  Buffalo, 
New  York,  July  31,  1831,  and  came  in  1845 
to  Venice  with  her  mother,  whose  death  oc- 
curred here  March  13,  1894.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  WilHam  and  Louisa  (Lee) 
Bourke,  who  were  born  at  Black  Rock,  BuflFa- 
lo.  New  York.  Five  children  were  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore,  namely:  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
L.  Brown,  of  Margaretta  township;  Mary 
Jane,  living  in  Venice;  Henry  J.,  of  Venice; 
Catherine  E.,  wife  of  John  Neuschler,  and 
George  A.,  who  died  March  27,  1906.  Mrs. 
Moore  passed  to  the  life  beyond  July  29,  1906, 
having  outlived  her  husband  several  months, 
his  death  occurring  November  5,  1905.  Mr. 
Moore  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Order.  He  was  con- 
firmed a  member  of  Emanuel  Evangelical 
Protestant  church  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Ger- 
many, when  he  was  born.  After  his  marriage 
he  attended  the  Episcopal  church. 

Jabez  Wright. — Distinguished  not  only  as 
a  native-born  citizen  of  Huron,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1848,  but  as  the  son  of  one 
of  its  life-long  residents,  the  late  Douglas 
Wright,  Jabez  Wright  ranks  high  among  the 
active  and  respected  business  men  of  this  part 
of  Erie  county,  and  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  as  an  upright,  honest  man.  He  comes 
of  thrifty  pioneer  stock,  his  grandfather,  Jabez 
Wright,    the    first,   having   been    one    of   the 


earlier  settlers  of  this  place.  Born  and  reared 
in  Connecticut,  his  birth  occurring  in  1780, 
Jabez  Wright  came  to  Ohio  in  the  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  locating  in  Erie 
county.  He  took  up  a  tract  of  timbered  land 
in  Huron,  and  subsequently  spent  the  better 
part  of  his  active  and  useful  life  in  redeeming 
from  the  wilderness  a  portion  of  this  beauti- 
ful country.  Little  do  the  people  of  this  day 
and  generation  realize  what  they  owe  to  those 
brave  spirits  of  old,  who  first  uprooted  the 
trees,  plowed  the  sod,  and  made  a  broad  track 
for  the  advance  of  civilization.  Having  im- 
proved his  land,  Jabez  Wright,  the  first,  was 
here  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death, 
in  1840.  He  married  Tamar  Ruggles,  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  who  was  born  in  1788, 
and  died  in  Huron,  Ohio,  in  1849.  Five  chil- 
dren blessed  their  union,  as  follows :  Winthrop 
H.,  Lucy,  Douglas,  Abigail  and  Ruggles,  all 
of  whom  have  passed  to  the  life  beyond. 

Douglas  Wright  was  born  in  18 17,  in 
Huron,  where  he  received  his  rudimentary 
education.  He  subsequently  went  to  Connec- 
ticut to  attend  school,  and  while  he  was  at 
home  on  a  vacation  his  father  died,  and  he  did 
not  return  to  his  school.  He  began  his  career 
as  a  farmer,  becoming  the  owner  of  250  i-cres 
of  land,  but  was  afterward  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  abolitionists  of 
the  county.  He  died  in  1856,  while  in  the 
prime  of  life.  He  married  Miranda  Smith, 
who  is  still  living,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  two  children,  one  son,  Jabez,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  and  Charlotte  R. 

Educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Huron, 
Jabez  Wright  lived  on  the  home  farm  until 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  made  up  his 
mind  that  an  agricultural  life  would  not  be 
congenial  to  his  tastes.  He  subsequently  en- 
gaged in  the  fish  business,  with  which  he  has 
since  been  successfully  associated.  Politically 
he  is  a  sound  Republican,  and  fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons. 

Mr.  Wright  married,  in  1868,  Isabel  N.  Kir- 
by,  a  daughter  of  Captain  A.  A.  and  Mrs. 
Kirby,  and  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Addison  H.  Pearl. 
A  brief  account  of  her  parents  may  be  found 
on  another  page  of  this  work  in  connection 
with  the  sketch  of  Captain  Pearl.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  have  two  children,  namely, 
Douglas  A.J  a  dentist,  and  Quimby  M..  an 
engineer. 
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Henry  Tod. — In  the  annals  of  Mahoning 
county  no  name  is  held  in  kinder  remembrance 
than  that  of  Henry  Tod,  late  of  Youngstown, 
who  for  many  years  was  actively  identified 
with  many  of  the  more  important  industries 
of  the  city  in  which  he  resided,  and  through 
his  various  interests  contributed  toward  the 
upbuilding  and  growth  of  the  municipality. 
The  descendant  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
Youngstown,  he  was  born  June  14,  1838,  in 
Warren,  Ohio.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling 
character  and  integrity,  highly  esteemed 
throughout  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sided, and  his  death,  which  occurred  at  his 
home,  No.  152  Lincoln  Avenue,  Youngstown, 
was  a  cause  of  general  regret.  His  paternal 
grandparents.  Judge  George  and  Sally 
(Isaacs)  Tod,  emigrated  from  Connecticut  to 
Ohio  in  the  very  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  locating  in  Youngstown,  Mahoning 
county,  which  was  the  birthplace  of  their  son, 
David  Tod,  father  of  Henry  Tod. 

Born  February  21,  1805,  in  Youngstown, 
David  Tod  studied  law  as  a  young  man,  and 
in  1827  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Warren, 
Ohio.  After  successfully  practieing  his  pro- 
fession in  Warren  until  1843,  he  returned  to 
the  scenes  of  his  youth,  locating  on  the  par- 
ental homestead.  Brier  Hill  farm,  near 
Youngstown,  which  subsequently  became  his 
own  property,  and  on  which  his  death  oc- 
curred November  23,  1868.  Prominent  in 
political  life,  he  filled  various  offices  of  impor- 
tance, and  in  1848  was  appointed  by  President 
Polk  minister  to  Brazil,  where  he  represented 
the  United  States  government  for  five  con- 
secutive years,  during  which  time  he  retained 
the  esteem  and  respect  of  the  emperor  of  that 
country  and  the  confidence  of  his  home  gov- 
ernment. He  married.  July  24,  1832,  in  War- 
ren, Ohio,  Maria  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  pi- 
oneer settler  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  as  fol- 
lows: Charlotte,  who  married  General  A.  V. 
Kautz,  of  the  United  States  Army,  died  in 
1868;  John  died  in  1898,  in  Cleveland ;  Henry, 
the  subject  of  this  brief  biography;  George, 
residing  at  Tod  Lane,  is  president  of  the  Brier 
Hill  Iron  &  Coal  Company :  William,  formerlv 
a  prominent  citizen  of  Youngstown,  died  April 
27,  1905 :  Grace,  wife  of  Hon.  George  F.  Ar- 
rell.  and  Sallie  resides  in  Youngstown. 

But  ten  years  of  aee  when  his  father  was 
appointed  minister  to  Brazil,  Henry  Tod  went 
with  the  family  to  Rio  Janeiro,  and  there  spent 
a  year.     His   parents,   however,  desirous   of 


educating  their  children  in  the  public  schools 
of  America,  jdecided  that  it  would  be  better  for 
them  to  return  with  their  mother  to  Ohio, 
which  they  did,  locating  in  Youngstown.  Con- 
tinuing his  studies  in  schools  at  Hiram  and 
Poland  and  under  private  tutors,  Henry  Tod 
acquired  a  practical  education  that  well  fitted 
him  for  a  successful  career.  Wideawake  and 
full  of  vim  and  ambition,  he  was  made  man- 
ager of  the  Brier  Hill  Iron  &  Coal  Company 
on  attaining  his  majority,  and  met  with  such 
marked  success  in  that  capacity  that  he  was 
subsequently  chosen  as  president  of  the  Biwa- 
bik  Mining  Company.  He  was  also  a  stock- 
holder of  other  industrial  organizations,  in- 
cluding the  Youngstown  Steel  Company,  the 
Youngstown  Carriage  and  Wagon  Company, 
the  Ohio  Leather  Company  and  the  Republic 
Rubber  Company.  His  financial  ability  and 
integrity  were  likewise  recognized,  and  he  was 
made  a  director  of  the  First  National  Bank 
and  of  the  Mahoning  National  Bank,  and  for 
a  period  of  twenty-nine  years  was  president 
of  the  Second  National  Bank,  holding  the 
office  until  the  institution  was  merged,  in  May, 
1904,  with  the  First  National  Bank.  Mr.  Tod 
was  associated  with  the  promotion  and  devel- 
opment of  many  of  the  more  important  enter- 
prises and  industries  of  Youngstown,  and  to 
his  active  brain  the  city  is  indebted  for  many 
of  its  advantages.  In  the  removal  of  the  coun- 
ty seat  from  Canfield  to  Youngstown  he  was 
largely  influential,  and  the  building  of  the  new 
courthouse  and  of  the  present  large  opera 
house  resulted,  principally,  from  his  vigorous 
agitation  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Tod  was  twice  married.  He  married 
first,  in  1869,  Dillie  Pollock.  She  died  at 
Pueblo,  Colorado,  December  28,  1878,  leaving 
two  sons,  namely,  John,  whose  office  is  at  No. 
35  Central  Square,  Youngstown,  is  president 
of  the  American  Belting  Company,  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Falcon  Bronze  Company,  secretary 
of  the  Republic  Rubber  Company,  and  one  of 
the  executors  of  his  father's  large  estate ;  and 
Henry  Tod,  Jr.,  was  killed  in  an  automobile 
accident.  October  8,  1902.  Mr.  Tod  married 
for  his  second  wife,  in  1891.  Lucretia  Van 
Fleet,  a  daughter  of  John  Van  Fleet,  and  she 
still  occupies  the  family  home  on  Lincoln 
avenue. 

Although  never  identified  by  membership 
with  any  particular  denomination  or  advocated 
pny  special  religious  creed.  Mr.  Tod  was  a 
Christian  in  the  highest  and  best  sense  implied 
by  the  term,  and  contributed  liberally  toward 
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benevolent  and  charitable  enterprises,  consid- 
ering it  a  pleasure  as  well  as  a  duty  to  help 
the  poor  and  needy.  The  worthy  son  of  a 
worthy  father,  he  died  as  he  had  lived,  honored 
and  respected  by  all,  and  his  memory  will  long 
be  cherished  throughout  the  city. 

1 
John  Van  Fleet. — A  valiant,  noble  soul 

was  that  which  had  indwelling  in  the  mortal 
tenement  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, than  whom  none  has  ever  held  a  more 
secure  and  inviolable  position  in  the  esteem 
of  the  people  of  Mahoning  county,  where  he 
long  lived  and  labored  and  where  he  attained 
prominence  and  distinctive  success  in  connec- 
tion with  normal  lines  of  business  enterprise. 
His  life  was  gentle  and  was  marked  by  unfal- 
tering fidelity  under  all  changes  and  chances 
of  this  mortal  existence — a  life  faithful  to  it- 
self and  to  all  the  objective  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities which  canopy  every  human  being,  no 
matter  what  his  status.  ** Self-reverence,  self- 
knowledge,  self-control — these  three  lead  on  to 
sovereign  power/'  and  all  these  were  distin- 
guished attributes  in  the  character  of  John 
Van  Fleet.  He  knew  mankind,  including  him- 
self, and  there  can  be  no  impropriety  in  utiliz- 
ing, in  connection  with  him,  the  term  self- 
reverence,  for  this  meant,  in  his  case,  but  the 
bringing  out  of  the  best  that  was  in  him,  and 
his  life  was  guided  and  governed  by  a  con- 
science of  peculiar  sensitiveness — a  conscience 
that  dominated  his  every*  thought  and  act. 
Those  to  whom  was  given  the  privilege  of  his 
acquaintanceship  bear  appreciative  and  rever- 
ent testimony  to  the  truth  of  this  statement. 
As  a  man,  as  a  citizen,  and  as  one  who  con- 
tributed in  a  large  measure  to  the  material 
and  social  development  and  advancement  of 
Mahoning  county  and  the  city  of  Youngstown, 
does  he  merit  a  tribute  in  this  history  of  the 
Western   Reserve. 

John  Van  Fleet,  to  whom  was  applied,  with 
all  of  appreciation  and  consistency,  the  title 
of  "honest  John,"  was  closely  identified  with 
the  business  and  civic  interests  of  Youngs- 
town for  the  long  period  of  sixty-seven  years, 
and  his  name  stood  not  only  for  material  pros- 
perity, but  also  for  the  highest  type  of  citizen- 
ship. Mr.  Van  Fleet  was  born  in  what  is  now 
Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1807,  and  it  was  given  to  him  to 
attain  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-five  years. 
He  died  at  his  home  in  Youngstown,  Ohio,  on 
the  1 2th  of  June,  1893,  and  the  community  as 


a  whole  mourned  the  loss  of  one  of  its  noblest 
and  most  loved  citizens.  He  was  a  son  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  Van  Fleet,  and  was  a  scion 
of  a  family  of  stanch  Holland  Dutch  origin. 
The  name  early  became  identified  with  the  an- 
nals of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  there 
the  parents  of  Mr.  Van  Fleet  continued  to  re- 
side imtil  their  death.  They  had  six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  and  the  family  circle  was  thus 
one  of  patriarchal  type.  John  Van  Fleet  was 
reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  home- 
stead farm  and  under  the  conditions  and  in- 
fluences of  pioneer  days.  He  continued  to  be 
associated  in  the  work  of  the  home  farm  until 
he  reached  years  of  maturity,  and  in  the  mean- 
while had  availed  himself  of  such  educational 
advantages  as  were  aflForded  in  the  common 
schools  in  the  locality  of  the  period.  In  1826, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Van  Fleet  came 
to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  where  he  soon  after- 
ward entered  upon  an  apprenticeship  to  the 
tanner's  trade.  He  finally  purchased  the  busi- 
ness of  his  employer  and  he  continued  the 
same,  without  interruption,  until  1870,  when 
he  established  himself  on  W.  Federal  street, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  handling  of 
leather  and  findings  until  1878.  This  line  of 
enterprise  at  that  time  was  one  of  importance, 
and  through  his  association  therewith  he  add- 
ed materially  to  financial  prosperity.  As  il- 
lustrative of  his  honorable  business  methods, 
it  is  related  that  purchasers  came  to  Youngs- 
town from  Pittsburg,  Cleveland  and  Cincin- 
nati for  the  express  purpose  of  dealing  with 
"honest  John  \'an  Fleet."  Ever  implacable  in 
his  animosity  toward  the  institution  of  human 
slavery,  it  was  but  natural  that  Mr.  Van  Fleet 
should  take  a  stanch  stand  as  an  abolitionist, 
and  for  many  years  prior  to  the  Civil  war  he 
had  closely  associated  with  other  philanthro- 
pists of  his  day  in  assisting  the  escape  of  fugi- 
tive slaves.  He  was  one  of  the  three  anti- 
slavery  men  in  Youngstown  township,  and  his 
home  was  a  station  on  the  historic  "under- 
ground railroad."  In  1844  he  voted  for  James 
C.  Piirney.  who  was  the  abolition  candidate  for 
the  presidency.  When  the  Civil  war  was  pre- 
cipitated on  a  divided  nation,  the  Union  cause 
found  no  more  ardent  supporter  than  this 
sterling  and  broad-minded  citizen  of  Youngs- 
town. For  many  years  prior  to  his  death  Mr. 
Van  Fleet  virtually  lived  retired,  and  in  the 
golden  evening  of  his  days  he  was  compassed 
by  the  gracious  surroundings  which  should 
ever  be  the  concomitant  of  worthy  old  age. 
As  a  sincere  friend  of  education,  he  worked 
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long;  and  earnestly  in  behalf  of  the  public 
schools  of  his  home  city  and  county,  and  was 
most  zealous  in  advocating  the  cause  of  popu- 
lar education  and  in  bringing  the  schools  of 
Mahoning  county  up  to  the  highest  possible 
standard.  He  served  for  many  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Youngs- 
town,  and  was  long  its  president.  While  in- 
cumbent of  this  position  he  brought  to 
Youngstown  the  late  Ruben  McMillan,  whose 
beneficent  impress  on  the  city's  educational 
life  still  continues.  His  wife  was  the  first 
president,  of  the  free  reading  room,  which  was 
finally  merged  into  the  Ruben  McMillan  Li- 
brary, one  of  the  splendid  institutions  of 
Youngstown.  Mr.  Van  Fleet  was  originally 
aligned  as  a  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
Whig  party,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  party  he  transferred  his  allegiance 
to  the  same,  and  thereafter  continued  a  stanch 
advocate  of  its  principles  and  policies.  During 
almOvSt  the  entire  course  of  his  mature  life  he 
was  a  consistent  and  devout  member  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  Youngstown,  be- 
ing recognized  as  one  of  its  pillars  and  having 
been  for  a  half  a  century  a  deacon  in  the  same. 
Concerning  him  the  following  pertinent  words 
have  been  written :  **He  was  a  man  of  gener- 
ous impulses,  and  thCvSe  were  tempered  with 
prudence.  His  value  to  the  early  business  in- 
terests of  Youngstown  can  not  be  overv-alued. 
Careful,  a">nservative  and  farsighted,  his  ex- 
celltnt  judgment  was  often  the  balance-wheel 
which  preserved  the  equilibrium  between  cau- 
tious ci'^nservatism  and  enterprise.  He  left  be- 
hind him  a  substantial  fortune,  and  over  and 
abc^ve  all.  he  bequeathed  the  priceless  heritage 
of  an  unsullied  name.*' 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1834,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  ^Tn  Van  Fleet  to  Miss 
Jane  DiMiglass.  who  was  bom  in  Pennsylvania 
on  the  j8th  of  December,  t8tt,  and  who  was 
n  dautrhter  of  John  and  Xancy  (McDowell) 
Di^uglass,  who  likewise  were  natives  of  the  old 
Kevstone  state.     Mrs.   \'an   Fleet   was  sum- 

* 

nv-^ned  to  the  life  etenial  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1 81^7,  and  she  is  recalled  with  reverent 
affection  bv  all  who  came  within  the  bounds 
of  her  kindly  influence.  Concerning  the  chil- 
dren of  this  union,  the  following  brief  record 
is  entered  in  conclusion  of  this  sketch :  Cliarles 
died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one  years,  in  1868: 
Xancy  is  a  maiden  lady,  residing  on  Yale  ave- 
nue, Yoimgstown :  Sarah,  also  unmarried,  re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead,  Youngstown: 
James  dieil  October  18,  1904:  Charlotte  died 


in  1893;  Alfred  is  a  resident  of  Youngstown; 
Lucretia,  the  fifth  child,  is  the  widow  of  the 
late  Henry  Tod,  of  Youngstown,  concerning 
whom  mention  may  be  found  on  other  pages 
of  this  volume ;  James  D.  was  a  valiant  soldier 
in  the  Civil  war,  in  which  he  was  a  member 
of  Company  B,  Forty-fourth  Battalion,  which 
was  later  merged  into  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry;  Charlotte 
and  John  died  when  young,  and  Alfred  B.  is 
a  representative  business  man  of  Youngstown, 
where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 

Irving  Smith,  a  lifelong  farmer  of  Monroe 
township,  is  a  son  of  the  pioneer  Isaac  Smith, 
who  was  born  December  5,  1798,  and  came 
to  Ohio  in  1831,  from  Strafford,  Vermont,  his 
destination  having  been  the  small  town  of 
Cleveland,  but  he  became  so  impressed  with 
the  climate,  surroundings  and  business  oppor- 
tunities of  Kelloggsville  that  he  settled  there 
instead  and  was  a  farmer  and  merchant  for 
fortv  vears.  Isaac  Smith  was  a  Master  Mason. 
He  married  Lucia  Thompson  in  December, 
1 83 1,  who  was  born  in  Lyme,  Connecticut, 
March  31,  1805,  and  she  died  on  the  22d 
of  April,  1 88 1,  while  Mr.  Smith  passed  away 
on  the  1 2th  of  May,  1883.  Their  family  num- 
bered the  following  children :  Isaac,  who  was 
born  April  25,  1833,  ^"^  ^^^^  January  28, 
1854:  Susan  J.,  bom  June  22,  1835,  married 
George  Waite,  and  lives  in  Hutchinson,  Kan- 
sas: Royal  P.,  born  August  18,  1840,  died 
March  22,  1898,  and  he  was  also  a  Master 
Mason,  and  a  large  farmer,  and  a  very  well- 
known  man.  He  married  Carrinnie  Swift,  bom 
August,  1843,  and  they  had  four  children: 
C.  R.  Smith:  Carrie  M.  married  George  S. 
Humphries,  who  is  secretary  of  the  Spen- 
cerian  Business  College:  Harriet  F.  married 
Dr.  G.  C.  Clisby:  Corrinnie  married  D.  L. 
Baker,  superintendent  of  schools  of  Prescott. 
Arizona:  Irving,  bom  May  24,  1843,  '^  men- 
tioned below:  and  Lucia  L.,  bom  May  17. 
1848,  died  November  26,  1852. 

Irving  Smith  has  been  identified  with  the 
agricultural  pursuits  of  Ashtabula  county 
throughout  his  entire  life.  His  estate  con- 
tains 433  acres  of  rich  and  well  cultivated 
land  and  he  has  a  dairy  of  from  fifty  to  sixty 
cows,  thoroughbred  and  of  a  high  grade  ( Hol- 
stein"),  and  expects  to  buy  more.  During  the 
Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of  the  "Squirrel 
Hunters,"  enlisting  for  ser\'ice  in  September 
of  1862,  and  he  was  discharged  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1863.     He  is  now  the  only  sur\'i\nng 
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member  of  the  once  famous  "Squirrel  Hunt- 
ers" in  Monroe  township  out  of  the  fifty-five 
men  who  enlisted  with  him.  Mr.  Smith  ran 
away  from  home  to  join  the  army,  but  was 
brought'  back  by  his  father  on  account  of  his 
extreme  youthtfulness.  He  married  Emma 
Huntley,  who  was  born  August  28,  1846,  a 
daughter  of  Alvin  and  Sally  (Haviland) 
Huntley,  the  father  bom  September  6,  181 7, 
and  died  in  1893,  and  the  mother  was  bom 
December  5,  1820.  In  the  family  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith  are  five  children. '  The  eldest, 
Lucia  E.,  born  May  25,  1870,  is  a  graduate 
of  the  New  Lyme  schools,  and  also  spent  one 
year  in  study  at  Oberlin.  She  is  a  member  of 
Orion  Chapter,  No.  12,  O.  E.  S.,  of  the 
Woman's  Shakespearean  Club  of  Kingsville, 
Ohio.  Ella,  bom  May  3,  1873,  died  August 
30,  1893;  Alice,  bom  November  26,  1875, 
died  November  17,  1891 ;  George,  born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1878,  arid  Charles  Leland,  bom 
July  24.  1889,  both  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. Mr.  Smith,  the  father,  is  a  member  of 
the  Home  Guards,  and  the  family  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  church,  which  he  has 
served  as  a  trustee  for  twelve  years.  The 
sons,  George  and  Lee,  are  running  the  home 
place  and  are  meeting  with  good  success. 

Jacob  Kuebeler. — One  of  Sandusky's  wide- 
ly known  citizens  and  highly  honored  for  his 
unaffected  generosity,  as  well  as  for  his  strong 
qualities  as  a  business  man  and  his  stanch  traits 
as  a  citizen,  was  the  late  Jacob  Kuebeler,  who 
passed  away  in  the  city  which  had  been  his 
home  for  over  forty  years,  on  June  18,  1904. 

Mr.  Kuebeler  was  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
in  Heringjen,  Hessen-Nassau,  in  the  year  1838. 
He  learned  the  trades  of  a  cooper  and  brewer 
in  the  fatherland,  and  mastered  them  in  the 
thorough  fashion  which  is  characteristic  of  his 
count r>'men.  Consequently  in  i860,  when  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  he  was  well 
equipped  for  a  successful  career  in  any  Ger- 
man-American community  of  the  middle  west. 
Choosing  Sandusky  as  the  field  of  his  en- 
deavors and  operations,  the  young  man  first 
secured  employment  as  foreman  in  the  Vox 
brewery,  holding  that  position,  with  a  growing 
reputation  in  his  trade  and  industry  for  a 
period  of  six  years,  or  until  it  was  sold.  In  the 
winter  of  1866  he  went  to  Clyde,  Sandusky 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a  time  in 
chopping  timber  to  be  made  into  casks.  The 
five  succeeding  months  were  spent  at  Akron, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1867  he  returned  to  Sandusky 
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and,  in  partnership  with  his  brother,  August, 
established  a  brewery  which  became  so  widely 
known  under  the  name  of  the  J.  Kuebeler  Com- 
pany Brewery. 

Mr.  Kuebeler's  continuous  residence  in  San- 
dusky dates  from  this  year,  and  it  was  largely 
through  his  practical  skill*  in  all  departments  of 
the  business,  as  well  as  his  sound  financial 
judgment,  that  the  enterprise  developed  from 
modest  proportions  into  one  of  the  leading  in- 
dustries of  the  city.  With  the  increase  of  his 
private  means^  his  naturally  generous  character 
bore  abundant  fruit  for  the  public  benefit.  No 
good  cause  turned  from  him  empty-handed 
whenever  his  judgment  approved  its  objects, 
and  it  was  within  his  power  to  assist  it  along 
practical  lines  of  progress.  Although  placed  in 
the  class  of  non-church  members,  many  citizens 
of  means  who  were  numbered  among  the  re- 
ligionists were  far  less  generous  than  he  in  the 
advancement  of  the  Christian  cause. 

In  1864  Mr.  Kuebeler  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Christina  Zimmerman,  daugh- 
ter of  John  M.  and  Rosena  (Boos)  Zimmer- 
man, both  natives  of  Baden,  Germany.  They 
emigrated  to  Sandusky  in  1859,  Mr.  Zimmer- 
man following  his  trade  as  a  cooper  until  tlie 
time  of  his  death  in  1897.  His  wife  had  passed 
away  in  1882.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zimmerman  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living.  To  this  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kuebeler,  two  daughters  were  born — 
Minnie  and  Annie,  both  alive.  Minnie  mar- 
ried John  Dom,  of  Sandusky,  and  Annie  is  the 
wife  of  George  J.  Schade,  a  coal  dealer  of  San- 
dusky. 

Nathan  Shinn. — Worthy  of  special  men- 
tion in  this  brief  record  of  those  who  have 
been  identified  with  the  development  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  industrial  prosperity  of  the 
Western  Reserve  are  many  who  have  passed 
from  the  realms  of  earthly  bounds  to  the  life 
beyond,  among  this  number  being  Nathan 
Shinn,  late  of  Huron,  who  was  an  honored 
member  of  the  community  in  which  he  was 
so  long  a  resident.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was 
born,  in  1831,  in  Licking  county,  where  his 
parents,  Stacey  and  Hester  (Powell)  Shinn, 
located  on  removing  from  New  Jersey,  their 
native  state. 

Left  fatherless  when  but  three  years  old, 
Nathan  Shinn  was  adopted  by  Rev.  Ezekiel 
Gavitt,  a  Methodist  minister,  at  whose  homo 
in  Ashley,  Ohio,  he  resided  until  twenty-one 
years  old.  Coming  then  to  Erie  county,  he 
remained  in  Huron  a  few  years,  and  then,  in 
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1856,  migrated  with  his  family  to  Warren, 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  six  years.  Not  con- 
tent with  his  financial  prospects  in  the  locality, 
Mr.  Shinn  then  returned  to  Huron,  Ohio,  and 
here  followed  his  trade  of  a  wagonmaker  and 
carpenter,  finding  plenty  of  work.  In  1864, 
towards  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Ninety- 
seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which 
he  served  gallantly  for  a  period  of  five  months. 
Then  rejoining  his  family  in  Huron,  he  con- 
tinued his  residence  in  this  place  until  his 
death,  in  1908.  He  was  a  man  of  undoubted 
integrity,  a  representative  citizen,  a  conscien- 
tious Christian,  and  was  held  in  high  respect 
throughout  this  part  of  Erie  county.  He  was 
an  earnest  advocate  of  the  principles  formu- 
lated by  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
In  his  religious  views  he  was  a  Methodist,  be- 
longing to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Shinn  married,  in  1854,  in  Huron,  Ohio, 
Sarah  Ann  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in  this 
place  in  1834,  and  has  the  distinction  of  being 
the  oldest  living  citizen  in  Huron,  the  house 
in  which  her  birth  occurred  having  stood  on 
the  site  of  the  lighthouse.  Five  children  were 
born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shinn, 
namely:  Louisa;  Mary,  deceased;  Charles, 
deceased;  Stella;  and  George,  of  Huron,  a 
paint  and  paper  merchant. 

Frank  Chapin  Moodey.  —  The  Western 
Reserve  was  fortunate  in  having  been  settled 
by  men  of  intellectual  and  moral  stamina  and 
force,  people  who  brought  to  the  border  line 
habits  of  industry,  thrift  and  honesty  that 
had  characterized  the  Pilgrim  and  Puritan 
Fathers.  With  fortitude  and  courage  they 
endured  the  hardships  that  beset  them  on 
every  side,  including  the  savagely  bitter  win- 
ters, for  which  they  could  make  but  scant 
preparation.  Little  do  the  people  of  these 
later  generations  realize  the  privations  and 
trials  endured,  the  great  ambition  required, 
and  the  physical  strength  demanded  to  secure 
the  homes  established  by  the  pioneers  for 
themselves  and  their  descendants.  Prominent 
among  these  early  settlers  was  Robert  Moodey, 
grandfather  of  Frank  Chapin  Moodey,  the 
special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Robert  Moodey  was  born  October  6,  1788, 
in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
there  grew  to  a  stalwart  manhood.  In  181 2, 
soon  after  attaining  his  majority,  he  came  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Painesville,  where  he  subse- 


quently resided,  an  active  and  enterprising 
citizen,  who  contributed  his  share  in  develop- 
ing the  industrial  interests  of  the  place.  He 
married,  April  6,  1815,  in  Mentor,  Ohio,  Mar- 
garet Kerr.  She  was  born  April  6,  1790,  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  came 
to  the  Reserve  with  her  parents  in  18 12,  with 
them  settling  in  Mentor. 

Moses  Kerr  Moodey,  father  of  Frank  C. 
Moodey,  was  born  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1820,  where  he  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life.  He  married  Hannah  M. 
Chapin,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  New  York. 

Frank  Chapin  Moodey  was  born  in  Paines- 
ville, Ohio,  and  here  received  his  elementary 
education,  completing  his  studies  at  the  Brook- 
lyn Polytechnic  Institute,  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York.  A  man  of  superior  business  ability  and 
tact,  he  is  now  carrying  on  a  substantial  busi- 
ness as  a  manager  of  real  estate  transactions. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and  a 
most  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen. 

Mr.  Moodey  married,  November  9,  1881,  in 
Painesville,  Ohio,  Lydia  C.  Steele,  a  woman  of 
culture,  who  was  graduated  from  Smith  Col- 
lege, in  Northampton,  Massachusetts.  Her 
father,  Hon.  George  W.  Steele,  a  former  mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  State  Legislature,  married 
Sarah  Adams  Palmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moodey 
are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely: 
Frank  Chapin,  Jr.;  Alice  Marian,  wife  of 
Charles  L.  Wyman,  of  the  United  States 
Army:  Lillian  Hannah,  attending  Smith  Col- 
l^Rc :  Joel  Steele ;  and  Florence. 

Captain  John  W.  Manning. — A  lifelong 
resident  of  Ohio,  Captain  John  W.  Manning 
served  with  distinction  in  the  Civil  war,  bv 
his  bravery  and  gallant  conduct  winning  a  cap- 
tain's commission,  while  in  private  life  he  was 
esteemed  and  beloved  for  his  manly  strength 
and  upright  life.  He  was  born,  February  23, 
1827,  in  Piqua,  Miami  county,  Ohio,  a  son 
of  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  (Line)  Manning,  both 
of  whom  were  born  and  lived  and  died  in 
Ohio.  He  was  of  English  descent,  his  grand- 
father Manning  having  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  from  England  in  colonial  days, 
after  his  arrival  in  the  country  serving  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionarv-  war. 

In  1 861,  during  the  strenuous  times  of  the 
Civil  war,  Mr.  Manning  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  Twentieth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantrv,  for  a 
period  of  three  years  or  until  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  A  brave  and  faithful  soldier,  he  was 
promoted  from  time  to  time,  receiving  his 
commission  as  first  lieutenant  and  afterwards 
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being  made  captain  of  his  company.  He  en- 
listed in  Cincinnati  and  received  his  discharge 
in  1865.  Four  of  his  brothers  served  in  the 
same  company.  At  the  close  of  the  war  Cap- 
tain Manning  was  for  some  time  engaged  in 
business  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  afterwards  dealing 
in  furniture  at  Ada,  Hardin  county.  Leaving 
that  place  in  1892,  the  captain  located  at  San- 
dusky, and  was  here  a  resident  until  his  death, 
December  30,  1909.  Although  not  an  aspirant 
for  public  office,  Captain  Manning  took  great 
interest  in  political  affairs,  invariably  support- 
ing the  Republican  ticket  at  the  polls,  and  was 
taken  to  the  polls  in  a  invalid  chair  to  vote  for 
Taft.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States  and  of  the 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Captain  Manning  married,  in  1898,  Mar- 
garet Kidd,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  with  her  parents,  Joseph  and 
Eliza  (Warren)  Kidd,  in  1851.  Mr.  Kidd 
located  first  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  but  after- 
wards bought  fifty  acres  of  land  in  Perkins 
township,  and  having  improved  a  good  farm, 
was  there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
until  his  death,  December  7,  1881.  His  wife 
sur\'ived  him,  passing  away  February  19,  1889, 
in  her  ninetieth  year. 

William  Burgett,  Jr. — Prominent  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Harpersfield  township, 
Ashtabula  county,  was  William  Burgett,  Sr., 
who  came  here  from  New  York  with  his  fam- 
ily in  1819,  being  then  past  forty  years  of  age, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  1776.  Wild  ani- 
mals of  all  kinds  then  roamed  at  will  through 
the  dense  woods,  and  a  few  Indians  remained, 
but  were  for  the  most  part  friendly.  Building 
a  log  cabin,  he  was  here  employed  as  a  tiller 
of  the  soil  until  his  death,  in  1830.  He  mar- 
ried, in  New  York,  Abbie  Andrews,  by  whom 
he  had  seven  children,  as  follows:  William, 
Jr.,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Jehoia- 
kim,  born  in  1801,  died  in  1850;  John,  Reu- 
ben, Priscilla,  David,  and  Ursula. 

William  Burgett,  Jr.,  was  born  August  22, 
1813,  and  at  the  age  of  six  years  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ohio.  As  soon  as  old  enough 
he  began  assisting  his  father  in  the  pioneer 
labor  of  clearing  a  homestead,  and  was  sub- 
sequently engaged  in  general  farming  on  his 
own  account,  for  ten  or  more  years  being  an 
extensive  manufacturer  of  cheese.  He  was  a 
man  of  considerable  prominence,  and  his  death, 
January-  16,  1886,  was  a  loss  to  the  community. 

William  Burgett,  Jr.,  married  Mary  Pool, 


who  was  born  in  18 19,  and  died  in  January, 
1886,  very  nearly  at  the  time  that  he  passed 
away,  and  they  were  buried  in  the  same  grave, 
their  funeral  obsequies  occurring  at  the  same 
time.  Seven  children  were  bom  of  their  union, 
namely:  Henry,  born  July  22,  1839;  Harri- 
son, born  in  1842,  lives  in  Florida;  Jane,  born 
in  1844,  resides  in  Girard,  Ohio;  John,  born 
in  1846,  is  a  resident  of  Lenox,  Ashtabula 
county;  Ward,  born  in  1854,  died  in  1890; 
Marietta;  and  Ella,  bom  in  1862. 

Henry  Burgett,  the  oldest  son,  assisted  his 
father  both  on  the  farm  and  in  the  cheese  fac- 
tory, and  has  succeeded  to  the  ownership  of 
the  old  homestead.  He  has  1 10  acres  of  land, 
and  is  engaged  in  dairying  and  general  farm- 
ing, keeping  a  small  flock  of  sheep.  He  mar- 
ried, in  187s,  Alice  Hitchcock,  who  was  born 
October  28,  1855.  Their  only  child,  Edith, 
born  April  12,  1876,  died  August  26,  1899. 

George  F.  Hill,  a  retired  business  man  of 
Berlin  Heights,  is  a  native  of  Erie  county,  and 
is  a  representative  of  one  of  its  oldest  and 
best  known  families.  In  the  year  1847  he 
was  born,  at  Birmingham,  son  of  Benjamin 
Lord  and  Joanna  (Greer)  Hill.  The  paternal 
grandparents,  Noah  and  Sukey  (Butler)  Hill, 
were  natives  of  Connecticut,  the  former  born 
at  North  Guilford  and  the  latter  at  Haddam. 
The  grandfather  purchased  land  at  the  present 
site  of  Berlin  Heights  in  181 1,  and  in  1817 
settled  upon  it  with  his  family.  A  portion  of 
his  homestead  had  already  been  cleared  and 
set  out  to  fruit  trees,  as  the  locality  had  been 
pronounced  especially  good  for  horticulture. 
In  order  to  "make  both  ends  meet,"  Mr.  Hill 
spent  considerable  time  during  the  early  period 
of  his  residence  here  as  a  shipbuilder,  his  work 
taking  him  especially  to  Sandusky,  where  he 
was  employed  on  the  first  vessel  ever  con- 
structed at  that  point.  In  later  years  he  de- 
voted himself  entirely  to  the  cultivation  and 
improvement  of  his  farm  at  Berlin  Heights, 
and  the  manifold  duties  which  his  fellows  en- 
trusted to  him  in  the  line  of  public  aflPairs.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  thereafter  was  generally  known  as 
Squire  Hill.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the 
first  Congregational  church  to  be  organized, 
and  was  altogether  a  generous,  liberal-minded 
and  charitable  man — that  rare  type  of  a  Chris- 
tian who  was  even  more  ready  to  help  others 
than  himself.  This  good  and  useful  man  died 
August  27,  1864,  nearly  eighty  years  of  age, 
while  his  wife  survived  until  August  21,  1880, 
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when  she  passed  away,  in  her  ninety-seventh 
year. 

Benjamin  Lord  Hill,  the  son  of  Noah  and 
the  father  of  George  F.,  was  bom  in  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  i8th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1813,  and  was  therefore  four  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  located  at  Berlin  Heights 
and  there  established  the  family  homestead. 
The  boy  received  his  early  education  at  that 
place  and  at  Milan,  six  miles  distant,  the  lat- 
ter being  for  a  number  of  years  an  educational 
center  as  well  as  a  business  and  shipbuilding 
town.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  after  he  had 
finished  the  higher  courses  at  the  Milan  In- 
stitute, he  went  to  Norwalk  to  study  law,  but 
after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  engaged  in 
business  at  Birmingham.  Several  years  after- 
ward his  health  was  so  undermined  that  he 
moved  to  Worthington,  Franklin  county,  in 
order  to  receive  the  benefit  of  skillful  medical 
treatment.  This  was  in  1847.  The  study  of 
his  own  physical  condition,  with  methods  of 
treatment,  led  to  the  mastery  of  the  necessary 
courses  by  which  he  eventually  graduated  in 
medicine  and  commenced  practice.  Dr.  Hill 
obtained  wide  reputation  both  as  a  practitioner 
and  an  author.  In  1863  he  went  to  Nicaragua 
as  United  States  consul,  and  afterward  served 
as  a  member  of  the  legislatures  of  Ohio  and 
Michigan,  also  becoming  well  known  in  the 
lumber  trade  of  the  latter  state.  He  is  further 
remembered  as  the  founder  of  a  water  cure  at 
Berlin  Heights,  which  flourished  exceedingly 
until  the  buildings  were  destroyed  by  fire.  Dr. 
Hill  was  a  Whig  until  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  said  to  have  made 
the  first  speech  in  Berlin  township  in  support 
of  its  principles  and  its  candidates.  He  died 
at  Marysville,  California,  in  1871,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  decease  had  attained  the  highest 
degree  of  Masonry,  besides  being  an  Odd  Fel- 
low in  good  standing.  Although  a  member 
of  no  church,  he  donated  liberally  to  all,  and 
was  a  noble  "free  lance"  in  all  good  causes. 

Mrs.  Benjamin  L!  Hill  was  born  at  Worth- 
ington, Ohio,  on  the  21st  of  January,  1818, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Nancy  A. 
Greer — the  former  a  native  of  Belfast,  Ire- 
land. 

George  F.  Hill,  son  of  this  «couple,  received 
his  early  education  at  Berlin  Heights,  as  had 
his  father  before  him.  For  a  year  he  was  also 
a  student  at  Antioc  Collcfife,  Yellow  Springs, 
Ohio,  and  in  his  sixteenth  year  served  for  a 
time  in  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry  during  the  pe- 
riod of  the  Civil  war.    For  a  number  of  years 


afterward  he  engaged  in  farming  near  Berlin 
Heights,  then  selling  his  farm  and  establishing 
an  implement  depot  in  town.  On  account  of 
ill-health  he  was  obliged  to  retire  from  busi- 
ness. 

In  1870  Mr.  Hill  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  Steen,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Lorenda  (Stevens)  Steen,  natives,  respective- 
ly, of  the  North  of  Ireland  and  the  State  of 
New  York.  Mrs.  Hill's  grandfather  on  the 
maternal  side  was  Thomas  Stevens,  who  came 
in  1 818  and  settled  at  Berlin  Heights,  where 
he  resided  until  his  death  in  1835.  He  was 
the  second  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  township. 
He  was  also  a  teacher  of  considerable  note  in 
those  times.  The  four  children  of  this  union 
are  Maora,  Aletha,  Lyle  and  Harvey.  The 
father  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican, 
as  well  as  a  faithful  Mason  and  a  comrade 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  He  served  as  postmaster  of 
Berlin  Heights  for  four  years,  and  Mrs.  Hill 
has  been  postmistress  for  some  time.  The 
daughter,  Aletha,  is  a  graduate  of  Lake  Erie 
College,  while  the  son,  Lyle,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  electrical  department  of  the  Michigan 
L^niversity  and  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  that 
institution. 

Halsey  Hulburt,  who  first  came  to  Medina 
county  in  1830,  as  a  young  man  of  twenty-four, 
passed  sixty  years  of  usefulness  and  honor  in 
that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  at  his 
death  in  Seville,  1890,  stood  among  the  fore- 
most agriculturists,  business  men  and  citizens 
of  his  community.  Prior  to  1830,  the  family 
had  been  established  at  Enfield,  Hartford 
county,  Connecticut,  for  four  generations,  and 
was  therefore  among  the  best  known  of  the 
early  emigrants  from  the  mother  state. 

The  first  of  the  name  to  come  to  America 
was  William  "Hulburd,'*  who  sailed  from 
Plymouth,  England,  March  20,  1630,  and  lo- 
cated at  Dorchester  (Boston),  Massachusetts, 
on  the  following  30th  of  May.  His  son,  Will- 
iam, who  was  born  in  1654,  made  his  home  at 
Enfield,  Connecticut.  Obadiah,  of  the  third 
generation  in  the  American  genealogy,  was 
born  in  1703,  and  married  Love  Parson.  Their 
son  Obadiah,  born  in  1738.  married  Jane  Pease, 
August  28,  1766,  and  their  second  child,  also 
Obadiah,  was  born  March  9,  1769,  and  died  at 
Enfield,  March  17,  1814.  Obadiah  Hulburt 
married  Rachel  Burr,  at  Norfolk,  Connecticut, 
on  April  22,  1805;  she  died  February  7,  1813. 
Mrs.  Rachel  Hulburt  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Betsey  (Brown)  Burr,  being  a  descendant 
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of  Benjamin  Burr,  an  original  settler  of  Hart- 
ford, and  of  Peter  Brown,  a  **Mayflower"  pil- 
grim. Her  maternal  grandfather,  Titus  Brown, 
served  in  the  ranks  of  ttie  Ninth  Connecticut 
militia,  and  was  one  of  the  brave  twenty-four 
men  of  Norfolk  who  so  promptly  responded 
to  the  Lexington  Alarm  of  April,  1775.  He 
was  a  native  of  Windsor,  Connecticut,  both  he 
and  his  brother,  Cornelius  Brown,  located  at 
Norfolk,  as  its  pioneer  settlers,  in  1774.  Titus 
Brown  served  in  the  Connecticut  contingent  of 
militia  for  more  than  four  years  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  being  transferred  from  the 
Ninth  Regiment  to  Captain  David  Hait*s  com- 
pany, with  which  he  was  identified  in  August 
and  September,  1776;  and  was  in  Captain 
Charles  Smith's  Company  from  November, 
1776,  to  December  26,  1779.  Three  sons  were 
born  to  Obadiah  Hulburt  and  Rachel  Burr: 
Halsey,  January  27,  1806;  Daniel  Burr,  April 
23,  1808,  and  William,  December  20,  1810. 

As  his  father  died  when  he  was  eight  years 
old  and  his  mother,  when  he  was  seven,  Halsey 
Hulburt  was  reared  by  his  grandmother  on  the 
homestead  at  Enfield.  He  acquired  a  good 
common  school  education,  which  was  supple- 
mented by  academic  advantages,  and  he  taught 
school  eight  winters  from  the  age  of  twenty. 
In  the  spring  of  1830.  with  Calvin  Chapin,  Mr. 
Hulburt  first  visited  Westfield,  Medina  county, 
where  the  young  men  purchased  land,  and, 
during  the  succeeding  summer,  made  a  clearing 
of  seventeen  acres  on  their  property.  In  the 
fall  Halsey  returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he 
passed  the  winter  in  teaching  school,  and  on 
March  24,  183 1,  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Betsey  Moses,  daugjiter  of  Thomas  and 
Abigail  (Brown)  Moses,  of  Norfolk. 

Soon  after  their  marriage  in  183 1,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Halsey  Hulburt  settled  in  their  little  log 
cabin  at  Westfield,  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until 
1835,  when  the  husband  built  the  larger  and 
more  modern  residence  in  which  they  resided 
until  they  passed  from  earth.  Mrs.  Hulburt 
died  September  16,  1898,  aged  ninety-three 
years,  and  her  husband  died  March  3,  1890, 
aged  eighty-four.  They  were  the  parents  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  died  in  childhood ; 
the  survivors  are  Julia;  Mrs.  Mary  (Hulburt) 
Matteson,  of  Seville;  and  William  Hulburt. 

From  the  first  of  his  residence  at  Westfield, 
]\Ir.  Hulburt  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  com- 
munity. He  held  various  township  offices  and 
in  1856  was  elected  to  the  responsible  position 
of  director  of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance 
Company,  for  ten  years  serving  in  that  capacity 


with  fidelity  and  honor.  He  was  a  lover  of  his 
country  and  her  liberal  institutions,  and  gave 
his  testimony  and  practical  life  against  any 
favoritism,  through  fraternal  combinations,  as 
uncalled  for  and  disastrous  to  a  free  and  open 
Republican  government.  Originally  a  Whig, 
in  the  early  agitation  of  the  anti-slavery  ques- 
tion in  the  United  States  he  marshaled  his 
forces  on  the  side  of  the  oppressed,  and  was 
outspoken  and  bold  in  denouncing  the  insti- 
tution. Halsey  Hulburt  was  one  of  three  in 
Westfield,  and  one  of  seven  in  Medina  county, 
to  cast  his  vote  for  James  G.  Burney,  the  first 
presidential  candidate  for  the  anti-slavery 
party,  and  in  1849  he  was  nominated  by  that 
political  organization  for  representative  to  the 
legislature  of  Ohio.  His  home  was  one  of  the 
by-stations  on  the  Underground  Railway,  and 
many  a  fleeing  fugitive  did  he  assist  on  his  way 
to  a  land  of  freedom,  to  several  of  the  down- 
trodden race  giving  substantial  aid  in  gaining 
an  education.  Always  identified  with  move- 
ments to  advance  the  interests  of  humanity,  his 
intellectual  endowments  were  of  a  high  order. 
His  memory  and  powers  of  observation  were 
remarkable,  and  few  were  more  conversant 
with  history,  or  more  closely  noted  the  trend  of 
current  events.  The  deceased  was  also  not 
only  a  practical  Christian  in  his  every-day  life, 
but  a  liberal  supporter  of  church  and  mission- 
ary enterprises. 

William  Hulburt,  who  is  the  owner  of  one 
of  the  finely  conducted  and  model  farms  of 
Westfield  township,  is  also  a  leader  in  the  pub- 
lic affairs  of  that  section  of  Medina  county — a 
locality  in  which  he  has  spent  his  entire  life  of 
useful  and  honorable  activities.  He  was  born 
in  the  township  named,  April  16,  1842,  to  Hal- 
sey and  Betsey  (Moses)  Hulburt.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Litchfield  county,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  born  in  1806  and  reached  early 
manhood.  In  1830  he  moved  to  Medina  coun- 
ty, first  spending  his  winters  in  teaching  school 
and  his  summers  in  farm  work. 

The  Hulburt  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  the 
great-great-great-gxandfather  being  a  native 
of  Wales  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  near  Dorchester,  Massachusetts. 
( )badiah,  one  of  his  sons  who  was  born  in  1703, 
became  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Will- 
iam;  Obadiah,  born  in  1738,  became  his  great- 
grandfather, and  another  Obadiah,  born  March 
9,  17^)9,  became  his  grandfather.  On  April  22, 
1805,  the  last  named  married  Miss  Rachel 
Burr,  a  near  relative  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  to  this 
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union  were  born  the  following:  Halsey  (father 
of  William),  born  January  27,  1806;  Daniel 
D.,  born  April  23,  1808  (deceased),  and  Will- 
iam, boqi  December  20,  1810.  The  father  of 
Halsey  died  when  the  latter  was  but  eight 
years  of  age,  and  soon  afterward  the  boy  was 
thrown  on  his  own  resources.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  began  to  teach  school  and  con- 
tinued thus  for  eight  winters.  In  1830  he  lo- 
cated in  Westfield,  where,  in  company  with  a 
Mr.  Chapin,  he  partially  cleared  seventeen 
acres  of  land.  He  returned  to  Connecticut  in 
the  fall  of  that  year,  passed  the  following,  win- 
ter in  that  state  and  married  Miss  Betsey, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Abigail  (Brown) 
Moses.  Mrs.  Hulburt  is  the  only  member  of 
her  father's  family  of  five  sons  and  five  daugh- 
ters who  is  alive.  The  eight  children  of  their 
union — Julia,  William,  Mary,  Hiram,  Obadiah, 
Rachel,  William  and  Elenore,  are  all  deceased, 
with  the  exception  of  William  Hulburt  of  this 
sketch  and  Julia  and  Mary.  In  the  spring  of 
183 1  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Halsey  Hulburt  moved  to 
Westfield  township,  Medina  county,  and  for 
many  years  thereafter  shared  the  hardships  and 
joys  of  pioneer  domestic  life  in  a  rude  log 
cabin.  With  the  passage  of  the  years,  however, 
came  a  comfortable  home  and  a  generous  com- 
petency as  the  result  of  untiring  industry,  in- 
telligently directed  along  practical  channels. 
Mr.  Hulburt  served  as  township  trustee  for 
many  years,  and  in  1856  was  elected  to  the 
responsible  position  of  director  of  the  Ohio 
Farmers  Insurance  Company.  In  his  earlier 
manhood  he  was  a  Whig  and  a  strong  Abo- 
litionist, and  was  one  of  the  first  three  in  the 
township  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  anti-slavery 
party.  Later,  he  became  a  Republican,  and 
whatever  his  party  affiliations  was  ever  a  firm 
supporter  of  education  and  morality. 

William  Hulburt  of  this  review  was  edu- 
cated in  the  district  school  and  Seville  Acad- 
emy ;  was  reared  a  farmer  and  assisted  his 
father  on  the  home  farm  of  225  acres  until  the 
death  of  the  latter.  He  then  purchased  the  in- 
terests of  the  other  heirs  and  has  since  owned 
and  operated  this  fine  property  for  the  raising 
both  of  grain  and  live  stock.  As  a  Republican 
and  a  representative  citizen,  he  has  served 
Westfield  township  for  sixteen  years  as  trustee 
and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  seventeen  years.  His  religious  connections 
as  well  as  those  of  his  family,  are  with  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Seville. 

Mr.  Hulburt  married  April  2^,  1871,  Miss 
Caroline  Chambers,  a  daughter  of  John  G.  and 


Mary  A.  (Stemmons)  Chambers.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  he  came  with 
his  father  to  Milton  township,  Medina  county, 
in  early  days  and  later,  in  1836,  went  to  Guil- 
ford township.  Mrs.  Hulburt's  mother  is  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  Hul- 
burt was  the  oldest  of  four  children.  Eight 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hul- 
burt :  Flora  May,  now  Mrs.  W.  J.  Ellenberger, 
of  Cleveland;  Harold  C.  married  a  farmer  of 
Westfield  township ;  William  L.,  a  neighbor  of 
his  parents  ;  Theran,  the  superintendent  of  elec- 
tric lighting  plant  of  Nelsonville,  Ohio;  Tina, 
eight  months  old  when  she  died;  Carl  and 
Ralph,  at  home,  and  Rachel,  the  youngest,  a 
student  in  the  high  school  at  Leroy. 

The  Hon.  Rush  Richard  Sloane,  who 
died  on  December  21,  1908,  at  his  home 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  the  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
president  of  the  Firelands  Historical  Society, 
an  office  which  he  had  held  continuously  for 
ten  years.  He  was  a  product  of  the  Firelands, 
and  proved  in  his  lifetime  that  the  sterling 
virtues  of  his  New  England  ancestors  were 
not  rendered  less  rugged  by  the  transplanting 
of  the  family  from  the  grudging  soil  of  the 
east  to  the  fair  garden  of  the  Firelands.  He 
was  an  influential  member  of  the  Firelands 
Historical  Society,  in  many  ways  promoting 
its  welfare  and  usefulness,  and  among  his 
notable  works  in  its  behalf  was  his  gift  of  five 
hundred  dollars  toward  the  erection  of  the 
new.  substantial  and  beautiful  building  of  the 
city,  in  the  fireproof  portion  of  which  are 
housed  and  safely  guarded  many  priceless  me- 
mentoes of  the  unique  history  of  the  Fire- 
lands. 

Judge  Sloane  was  born  in  Sandusky  on  the 
18th  of  September,  1828,  and  his  life's  span 
covered  eighty  years.  A  part  of  his  educa- 
tional training  was  acquired  in  Xorwalk  Acad- 
emy, which  he  attended  in  his  young  manhood. 
He  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  practice 
at  Mansfield.  Ohio,  on  the  dav  he  arrived  at 
his  majority,  while  later  he  was  enrolled 
among  the  attorneys  licensed  to  practice  in 
the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  and  in 
other  federal  courts,  but  he  did  not  long  con- 
tinue in  the  active  practice  of  the  profession. 
In  1852,  under  the  infamous  fugitive  slave 
law  of  1850,  he  was  prosecuted  by  the  govern- 
ment for  assisting^  in  the  defense  of  some  es- 
caping slaves  and  was  heavily  fined.  He  was 
a  delegate  in  1856  to  the  convention  that  or- 
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ganized  the  Republican  party,  was  city  clerk 
of  Sandusky  from  1855  to  1857,  ^"^  ^"  ^he 
latter  year  the  people  of  Erie  county,  both  in 
recognition  of  his  sterling  anti-slavery  views 
and  as  a  rebuke  to  the  fugitive  slave  law  under 
which  he  had  suffered,  elected  him  to  the  office 
of  probate  judge  of  Erie  county,  an  office 
which  his  son,  the  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Sloane, 
now  so  worthilv  succeeds  him.  He  was  re- 
elected  to  that  position,  but  resigned  the  office 
in  1 86 1  to  accept  the  appointment  made  by 
President  Lincoln  as  special  agent  of  the  post- 
office  department,  with  headquarters  at  Chi- 
cago, and  in  1867  he  resigned  that  office  to 
accept  the  presidency  of  the  Sandusky,  Day- 
ton and  Cincinnati  Railroad  Company,  which 
office  he  filled  for  about  ten  years.  In  1872 
he  was  the  candidate  of  his  district  for  repre- 
sentative in  congress  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but  was  defeated  by  a  small  plurality.  He 
also  served  as  mayor  of  the  city  of  Sandusky 
one  term.  Judge  Sloane  possessed  an  active 
mind,  a  boundless  energy,  great  tenacity  of 
purpose  and  a  singular  aptitude  for  large  busi- 
ness interests.  He  was  a  remarkable  judge  of 
property  values,  and  this  qualification  enabled 
him  to  amass  a  large  fortune,  and  his  estate 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  one  of  the  largest 
in  Erie  county.  He  also  built  the  Sloane  block 
and  hotel. 

In  1854  Judge  Sloane  was  married  to  Sarah 
H.  Morrison,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  who 
died  in  1870,  leaving  two  sons,  Frank  G. 
Sloane  and  the  Hon.  Thomas  M.  Sloane,  both  . 
of  Sandusky.  In  1871  Judge  Sloane  wedded 
Hannah  Marshall,  of  this  city,  who  died  in 
T872.  the  mother  of  one  child.  In  1874  Helen 
F.  Hall,  of  Elvria,  became  his  wife,  and  she 
survives  him,  the  mother  of  their  two  daugh- 
ters— Mrs.  Helen  S.  Ford,  of  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, and  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Hamilton,  of  Dunkirk, 
New  York.  Judg:e  Sloane's  paternal  grand- 
father, William  Sloane,  served  as  a  captain 
and  was  severely  wounded  in  the  Revolution- 
ary war.  His  father  was  Colonel  John  Nelson 
Sloane,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  parish  of 
Cirace  Episcopal  church  of  Sandusky,  a  mem- 
ber of  its  first  vestry  and  was  made  one  of  its 
wardens  shortly  after  its  organization.  The 
judge's  mother  was  Cynthia  Strong,  daughter 
of  Abner  Strong,  in  whose  honor  Strong 
Ridge  was  named.  Judge  Sloane  was  for 
many  years  and  until  his  death  a  member  of 
Grace  church,  Sandusky,  and  for  some  time 
a  member  of  its  vestry.  He  belonged  to  the 
Societv  of  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 


and  was  a  life  member  of  the  Ohio  Archaeo- 
logical and  Historical  Society.  He  was  a  lover 
of  books,  and  his  extensive  library  contained 
many  rare  and  valuable  volumes.  Judge 
Sloane  was  happy  in  his  domestic  life,  was  a 
kind,  considerate  and  indulgent  father,  a  de- 
voted friend  and  a  man  loved  and  honored 
v/herever  known. 

George  L.  Mason. — A  man  of  sterling  in- 
tegrity and  great  enterprise,  whose  word  and 
ability  can  always  be  relied  upon,  George  L. 
Mason,  of  Geneva,  has  for  upward  of  half  a 
century  been  connected  with  the  leading  in- 
dustries of  Ashtabula  county,  either  as  a  mer- 
chant or  as  a  manufacturer.  A  son  of  Deacon 
Hezekiah  Mason,  he  was  born.  May  28,  1834, 
in  Ripley,  Chautauqua  county.  New  York.  He 
comes  of  English  ancestry,  being  a  descendant 
of  Samson  Mason,  who  immigrated  from  Eng- 
land to  the  United  States  in  1734,  the  line  be- 
ing continued  through  his  son  Jacob,  who  was 
one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  and  thence 
through  Jacob's  son  Samson,  the  grandfather 
of  George  L.  This  branch  of  the  Mason  fam- 
ily contained  several  Baptist  ministers,  one  of 
whom,  a  resident  of  Massachusetts,  prepared 
a  genealogy  of  the  family. 

Hezekiah  Mason,  for  more  than  forty  years 
a  deacon  in  the  l^aptist  church,  was  born  at 
Mason  Hollow,  near  Fort  Ann  in  Washington 
county.  New  York.  He  began  business  for 
himself  in  Chautauqua  county,  where  he  oper- 
ated a  woolen  mill  until  his  death,  at  the  early 
age  of  forty-eight  years.  He  married  Rosan- 
na  Rich,  who  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
New  York,  and  died  in  Chautauqua  county 
when  past  eighty  years  of  age. 

But  fourteen  years  old  when  his  father  died, 
George  L.  Mason  continued  at  school  two 
years  longer,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
began  learning  the  tinner's  trade  at  North 
East,  Pennsylvania,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  three  years,  during  which  time  he  received 
in  addition  to  his  board  forty  dollars  for  the 
first  year,  fifty  dollars  the  second  and  seventy- 
five  dollars  the  third  year.  He  subsequently 
worked  as  a  journeyman  three  years,  being 
employed  in  New  York.  Pennsylvania,  Ohio, 
Illinois  and  Michigan.  Locating  in  Geneva  in 
1854,  Mr.  Mason  opened  a  shop,  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  time  that  he  was  absent 
as  a  soldier  during  the  Civil  war  was  here  ac- 
tively and  prosperously  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  until  1894.  On  August  13, 
1862,  Mr.  Mason  enlisted  in  Company  K,  One 
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Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  as  sergeant  of  his  company  remained  with 
his  regiment,  excepting  three  months'  confine- 
ment in  the  hospital,  for  three  years.  His 
regiment  becoming  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  Mr.  Mason  took  an  active  part 
in  the  battle  of  Perrysville,  where  of  the  six 
hundred  men  in  his  regiment,  two  hundred  and 
forty  were  wounded.  He  was  at  the  front  at 
Missionary  Ridge  and  Lookout  Mountain, 
afterwards  marching  with  Sherman  to  the  sea, 
and  during  the  three  weeks  the  regiment  was 
in  Atlanta  Sergeant  Mason  had  command  of 
his  company.  A  history  of  this  regiment, 
written  by  one  of  its  brave  members,  the  late 
Judge  Albion  W.  Tourgee,  is  a  fine  review  of 
the  war. 

Resuming  business  on  returning  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Mason  was  for  nearly  forty  years 
one  of  the  leading  hardware  dealers  of  this 
part  of  the  county,  for  many  years  being  ju- 
nior member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Holt 
&  Mason.  In  company  with  his  son  Byron,  in 
1894,  Mr.  Mason  began  building  steel  hull 
steam  yachts,  for  fourteen  years  carrying  on  an 
extensive  and  profitable  business  in  this  line. 
The  boats  of  his  construction  were  from  forty 
feet  to  sixty-five  feet  in  length,  with  accommo- 
dations for  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  passen- 
gers. These  yachts  were  *used  as  pleasure 
boats  during  the  summer  seasons,  and  brought 
prices  varying  from  $1,000  to  $3,000,  one  of 
the  most  valuable  having  been  purchased  by 
Afr.  Hopper,  the  Standard  Oil  man,  for  whom 
it  was  especially  built.  These  boats  were  used 
on  various  bodies  of  water,  including  the  Mau- 
mee  and  Muskingum  rivers  and  the  lakes,  the 
last  one  that  he  built  being  now  in  use  on  Con- 
neaut  Lake.  Mr.  Mason  has  spent  the  past 
three  winters  in  Florida,  enjoying  the  genial 
climate  of  the  sea  coast.  He  has  accumulated 
considerable  property  in  Geneva,  owning  three 
fine  buildings  that  he  erected  on  West  Main 
street  and  other  property  of  value. 

On  September  28.  1857,  Mr.  Mason  married 
Abigail  E.  Fuller,  who  was  born  in  Geneva, 
August  18,  1836,  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  S. 
Fuller.  A  native  of  Otsego  countv.  New 
York,  Sylvester  S.  Fuller  was  born,  February 
26,  1793,  at  New  Lisbon.  At  Batavia,  New 
York,  on  March  6,  1814,  he  married  Lucretia 
H.  Beck  with,  who  was  born  at  Lyme,  Connec- 
ticut, September  18,  1799,  and  moved  with  her 
parents  to  western  New  York.  He  was  then 
a  beardless  youth  of  scarce  nineteen  summer*;, 
just  about  to  enlist  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 


181 2,  and  she  had  not  yet  passed  the  fifteenth 
anniversary  of  her  birth.  In  1831  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fuller  came  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Geneva,  on 
the  homestead  now  occupied  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason.  The  old  Fuller  house  on  West  Main 
street,  which  he  built,  was  for  many  years  one 
of  the  stiige  houses,  at  one  time  being  used  as 
a  store.  This  tavern  was  twenty-two  feet  by 
forty  feet,  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  hall 
and  a  kitchen  in  the  "L."  Mr.  Fuller  was  a 
most  popular  and  accommodating  landlord, 
and  often  had  his  house  filled  to  overflowing. 
His  estate  extended  to  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
way tracks  on  the  west,  and  much  of  it  he  sold 
as  demands  came  for  land  in  this  vicinity,  the 
Fuller  House  being  closed  after  the  building 
of  the  railroad,  there  being  no  further  use  for 
stages.  Here  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives,  his  death  occurring 
March  16,  1865,  ^^^  hers  on  October  16,  1880. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  reared  three  children, 
namely,  Cordelia  I.,  born  July  17,  1817,  who 
married  Charles  Harrington,  moved  to  Jack- 
son county,  Michigan,  and  there  resided  until 
her  death,  at  the  age  of  four-score  years: 
Thomas  B.,  born  October  7,  1834,  in  the  old 
Fuller  Hotel,  and  Abbie  E.,  now  Mrs.  Mason. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  have  one  child,  Byron  F. 
Mason,  born  July  9,  1866,  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  at  Conneaut,  Ohio.  He 
married  Ruby  Warner,  of  Geneva,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Eugene,  Flora  Belle  and 
Bessie. 

George  E.  Paixe,  the  second  son  of  Elea- 
zer  Paine,  whose  father  founded  Painesville, 
Lake  county,  was  born  at  Chardon,  Ohio,  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1827,  and  received  his 
liigher  education  at  the  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege, from  which,  after  a  brilliant  career,  he 
graduated  as  valedictorian  of  the  class  of 
1849.  ^"  January  28,  1854,  he  married,  as  his 
first  wife.  Miss  Antoinette  Tracy,  who  died 
September  29,  1867.  In  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
lion he  served  as  captain  of  Company  E,  Nine- 
teenth Ohio  Infantry  and  later  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Seventv-first  Resriment.  He  retained 
a  life-long  affection  for  his  alma  mater,  and 
in  1882  was  the  central  figure  in  a  reunion  of 
his  class  of  1849,  thirteen  graduates  from  the 
old  Western  Reserve  College  gathering  at  his 
pleasant  home  in  Painesville.  In  October, 
1893,  Captain  Paine,  then  sixty-seven  years  of 
age,  married  as  liis  second  wife  Miss  Mary 
Pierce,  of  Hudson,  Ohio,  granddaughter  of 
the    president    of    Western    Reserve    College 
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when  Mr.  Paine  was  spending  his  student  days 
there.  He  died  at  that  place  on  July  24  of 
the  following  year,  and  is  buried  in  the  old 
family  grounds  in  the  Painesville  cemetery. 

The  Paine  family  is  of  ancient  English  ori- 
gin, the  first  American  citizen  being  Stephen, 
who,  with  others,  organized  the  town  of  Reho- 
both,  Bristol  county,  Massachusetts,  in  1641. 
The  three  Stephens  who  followed  were  resi- 
dents of  that  place  and  two  of  them  were  na- 
tives of  it.  Stephen  Paine  IV,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  French  and  Indian  war  of  1755. 
settled  in  North  Bolton  (now  Vernon),  Con- 
necticut, and  the  fifth  of  the  name,  a  Revolu- 
tionary patriot  who  saw  Burgoyne  surrender, 
was  born  in  that  town,  but  passed  his  last 
years  in  East  Windsor.  Eleazer  Paine,  fourth 
son  of  Stephen  V,  was  born  at  East  Windsor, 
Connecticut;  when  fourteen  years  of  age  w  :s 
a  drummer  boy  in  the  Revolution;  paid  his 
first  visits  to  the  future  site  of  Painesville  in 
1800,  1801  and  1802,  returning  to  Connecticut 
on  horseback  in  the  fall  of  each  year ;  moved  to 
that  locality  in  1803,  settling  at  what  is  now 
called  Skinner's  Landing,  or  New  Market,  and 
died  there  in  1804.  Eleazer  Paine,  Jr.,  the 
fourth  son.  also  a  native  of  East  Windsor, 
accompanied  his  father  to  Painesville  in  1803 ; 
went  with  Captain  Edward  Paine  to  Chardon 
in  1810,  and  died  at  that  place  in  1832.  He 
was  the  father  of  George  E.  Paine,  a  sketch 
of  whom  heads  this  review  of  the  family. 
George  B.  Paine,  first  son  of  George  E.,  was 
born  at  Painesville,  September  24,  1856,  and 
has  passed  many  years  in  business  as  a  suc- 
cessive resident  of  his  native  town,  Cleveland 
and  Ashtabula. 

Bertie  W.  Peck,  of  Jefferson,  has  long 
been  identified  with  the  leading  interests  of 
Ashtabula  county,  having  conducted  an  exten- 
sive business  as  a  farmer  and  apiarist,  and  is 
now  known  throughout  this  section  of  the 
Western  Reserve  as  sheriff  of  the  county. 
Coming  from  excellent  New  England  ancestry 
and  the  descendant  of  a  pioneer  family  of 
prominence  and  influence,  he  was  born,  April 
20,  1864,  in  Richmond,  Ashtabula  county,  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  his  father,  Darius  Peck, 
who  did  not  see  him  until  he  was  fifteen  months 
old.  He  is  a  lineal  descendant  of  the  immi- 
grant ancestor.  Deacon  Paul  Peck,  who  was 
born  in  County  Essex,  England,  in  1608,  and 
in  1635  sailing  in  the  Defence  came  to  the 
United  States,  locating  first  in  Massachusetts, 
jmd  the  following  winter,  in  1636,  went  with 


Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  to  Connecticut,  becoming 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  Hartford,  where  he 
subsequently  resided  until  his  death  in  1695. 

Moses  Peck,  a  descendant  of  Deacon  Paul 
Peck,  being  his  great-grandson,  settled  in 
Onondaga  county,  and  there  spent  the  later 
years  of  his  life.  His  son,  Justus  Peck,  the 
sixth  generation  from  the  EJeacon,  left  Con- 
necticut, his  native  state,  in  1817,  going  to 
New  Berlin,  New  York,  where  he  resided  ten 
years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Howard,  Steu- 
ben county,  where  both  he  and  his  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Huldah  Ford,  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lives,  his  death  occurring  in 
1843.  Elisha  Peck,  the  next  in  line  of  de- 
scent, came  to  Ohio  in  pioneer  days  and  in 
1866  located  in  Richmond  Center,  Ashtabula 
county,  where  he  lived  imtil  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  He  married  Sally 
Simons,  and  their  son,  Edwin  O.  Peck,  was 
the  grandfather  of  Sheriff  B.  W.  Peck. 

Edwin  O.  Peck,  born  in  New  York  State, 
came  to  Ashtabula  county  at  an  early  day,  and 
was  here  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  dur- 
ing his  days  of  activity,  living  first  in  Will- 
iamsfield  but  later  in  Richmond  township, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1900,  aged  eighty- 
five  vears.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Laura  E.  Bartholomew,  was  born  December 
17,  1820,  in  Wayne  township,  Ashtabula  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Ruth  Ann  (Ingraham) 
Bartholomew,  and  she  still  lives  in  Richmond, 
a  well  preserved  woman  of  venerable  years. 
Ten  children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely, 
Sarah  A.,  deceased ;  Edwin  O.,  Jr. ;  Darius  B., 
father  of  B.  W.  Peck;  Lemuel  A.,  deceased; 
Justus  L.,  Milo  C,  Luella  R.,  Archie,  de- 
ceased ;  Charles  E.,  and  Dudley  A.  Edwin  O. 
Peck  was  countv  commissioner  six  vears,  and 
served  many  terms  as  justice  of  the  peace. 
Charles  E.  Peck,  born  June  23,  1856,  in  Rich- 
mond township,  Ashtabula  county,  was  for 
twentv-four  vears  a  railway  mail  clerk  on  the 
Lake  Shore  road.  Since  his  retirement  from 
the  mail  service  he  has  resided  in  Ashtabula, 
and  is  now  superintendent  of  the  school  build- 
ings of  the  city.  He  married,  in  1882,  Mary 
E.  Fortune,  of  Jefferson,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  two  children,  Walter  E.,  a  student 
in  the  I'niversitv  of  Wooster,  and  Charles  E., 

Darius  B.  Peck  was  born  in  Williamsfield, 
Ashtabula  county.  Ohio,  and  has  been  a  life- 
long resident  of  this  county,  his  home  now  be- 
ing in  Richmond.  During  the  Civil  war  he  en- 
listed from  Richmond  township,  and  served  in 
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the  army  three  and  one-half  years,  being  hon- 
orably discharged  at  the  close  of  the  conflict. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, carrying  on  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  married  Narcissa  M.  Landon, 
who  was  born  in  Conneautville,  Pennsylvania. 

Bertie  W.  Peck  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
obtained  a  common-school  education,  remain- 
mg  beneath  the  parental  rooftree  until  twen- 
ty-four years  of  age.  Developing  while  yet 
a  boy  a  love  for  bee  culture,  he  had  several 
hives  of  his  own  when  fifteen  years  of  age, 
and  gradually  enlarged  his  stock  until  he  had 
one  hundred  or  more  colonies.  In  connection 
with  his  farming  he  still  makes  bee  raising  a 
special  feature  of  his  work,  being  the  leading 
apiarist  of  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Peck 
has  now  three  large  apiaries  in  Ashtabula 
county,  one  in  Richmond,  one  in  Pierpont  and 
another  in  Dorset,  and  finds  this  branch  of  in- 
dustry extremely  profitable,  his  bees  in  the 
season  of  1907  producing  12,000  pounds  of 
honey.  Since  that  time  he  has  leased  his  colo- 
nies and  his  share  of  the  output,  amounting  to 
6,000  pounds,  brought  him  in  upwards  of  sev- 
en hundred  dollars.  Mr.  Peck  is  considered 
an  authority  on  everything  connected  with  bee 
culture,  and  has  served  as  president  of  the 
District  Association  of  Bee  Keepers  and  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  one  national  conven- 
tion, reading  articles  of  interest  and  leading 
discussions  on  the  topics  introduced,  and  has 
also  published  articles  of  interest  in  papers 
and  magazines  devoted  to  the  interests  of 
apiarists.  Mr.  Peck  has  been  prominent  in 
public  aflfairs,  having  served  as  constable  of 
Richmond  township  twenty-one  years.  In  1906 
he  was  elected  sheriff  and  assumed  the  office 
January  i,  1907,  serving  with  such  ability  that 
he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  position  in  the 
fall  of  T908. 

Mr.  Peck  married  Edna  Britton,  of  Rich- 
mond, who  lived  but  eighteen  months  after 
their  marriage.  By  his  second  marriage  he 
has  two  (laughters,  Mene  and  I^la,  both  at- 
tending high  school.  Fraternally  Mr.  Peck 
is  a  member  and  past  commander  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  a  member  of  An- 
dover  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  of  the  Daughters  of 
Rebekah,  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and 
of  the  Ashtabula  Lodge  of  the  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Andover  Grange  and  of  the  State 
Police  Association. 


T.  J.  Cheney. — The  able  and  popular  man- 
ager of  the  Taylor  Inn  at  Lodi,  Medina  county, 
one  of  the  finest  hotels  and  most  popular  resorts 
of  its  kind  in  the  Western  Reserve,  is  T.  J. 
Cheney,  whose  business  career  has  been  ex- 
ceptionally varied  in  character,  bringing  him 
into  contact  with  numerous  classes  in  the  most 
diverse  sections  of  the  country  and  giving  him 
a  broad  experience  in  connection  with  men  and 
affairs,  so  that  he  is  thoroughly  cosmopolitan 
in  his  attitude,  genial  and  gracious  in  his  bear- 
ing and  admirably  qualified  for  the  adminis- 
trative position  which  he  holds  as  manager  of 
the  beautiful  Taylor  Inn,  to  which  he  is  giving 
a  wide  reputation  for  the  generous  and  high- 
class  entertainment  which  it  affords.  He  is  uni- 
formly regarded  as  an  ideal  host,  maintaining 
the  utmost  equipoise,  having  an  intrinsic  affa- 
bility that  never  fails  and  being  an  interesting 
racounteur — in  short,  having  the  polished  cour- 
tesy that  ever  marks  the  man  of  broad  mental 
ken  and  wide  experience.  The  fine  hotel  which 
is  conducted  under  his  supervision  was  erected 
by  A.  B.  Taylor,  of  Lodi,  as  a  memorial  to  his 
honored  father,  and  it  not  only  serves  most  ad- 
mirably for  the  purpose  designated,  but  also 
indicates  the  generosity  and  public  spirit  of  the 
honored  and  influential  citizen  who  thus  pro- 
vided Lodi  with  its  greatest  attraction.  Mr. 
Taylor  finally  transferred  the  hotel  property 
to  Oberlin  College,  by  which  institution  it  is 
now  owned. 

The  erection  of  the  Taylor  Inn  was  initiated 
in  1899,  and  tne  beautiful  building  was  com- 
pleted within  the  following  year,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $85,000.  It  is  an  ornate  and  substantial 
structure  of  brick  and  cement,  of  most  pleasing 
architectural  design,  is  four  stories  in  height, 
and  its  equipment  throughout  is  of  the  best 
modern  type,  w-hile  many  special  and  excep- 
tional facilities  are  provided.  The  building  is 
heated  by  steam  and  its  supply  of  water  for 
drinking  purposes  is  secured  by  direct  piping 
from  a  sparkling,  hillside  spring  about  one- 
fourth  of  a  mile  distant.  Not  only  is  this  supply 
abundant,  ever  cool  and  refreshing,  but  its 
purity  is  further  assured  by  a  perfect  system  of 
filtration  before  it  is  dispensed  in  the  hotel. 
Two  gas  wells  on  the  premises  provide  for  the 
lighting  of  the  building  as  well  as  for  cooking 
in  the  model  kitchens  of  the  hotel.  The 
grounds,  laid  out  and  designed  with  a  view  to 
symmetry  and  consistency,  as  a  fit  setting  for 
the  building,  are  265  by  208  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  include  a  fine  tennis  court    and    croquet 
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grounds  at  the  rear  of  the  main  building.  The 
entire  building  is  covered  with  a  roof  of  red 
tiling,  which  adds  materially  to  its  architectural 
attractiveness.  The  interior  arrangements  and 
equipments  represent  the  acme  of  elegance  and 
convenience.  The  spacious  lobby  has  marble 
floor  and  wainscoting  and  the  walls  are  hand- 
somely frescoed  in  original  and  attractive  de- 
sign; the  dining  hall  is  finished  in  quarter- 
sawed  oak,  with  highly  polished,  hand-carved 
columns;  and  both  office  and  parlor  are  pro- 
vided with  beautiful  fireplaces  and  mantels. 
The  impressive  staircase  leading  to  the  second 
floor  is  tiled  with  marble  and  highly  polished 
brick.  On  the  first  floor  are  bright  and  well 
equipped  billiard  room  and  bowling  alleys,  and 
it  may  consistently  be  said  that  the  entire  build- 
ing leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  for  insuring 
the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  its  guests,  all  of 
whom  have  shown  the  highest  appreciation. 
The  cuisine  is  maintained  at  a  high  standard 
and  is  of  thoroughly  metropolitan  order. 

After  having  thus  given  a  brief  description 
of  the  Taylor  Inn  it  is  most  consonant  that 
there  should  be  incorporated  data  concerning 
its  presiding  genius,  Mr.  Cheney.  He  is  a 
scion  of  stanch  New  England  stock  and  the 
familv  was  founded  in  America  in  the  colonial 
epoch  of  our  national  history.  T.  J.  Cheney 
was  born  at  Brandon,  \'ermont,  on  September 
27,  1847,  ^"^1  ^o  ^^^  excellent  schools  of  his 
native  place  he  is  indebted  for  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline,  which  has  been  admirably 
supplemented  through  definite  self -culture  and 
through  long  and  varied  association  with 
men  and  affairs.  In  his  eighteenth  year  Mr. 
Cheney  left  the  old  Green  Mountain  state  and 
made  his  way  to  Chicago.  In  Illinois  he  put 
his  scholastic  attainments  to  effective  use  by 
teaching  in  the  public  schools,  proving  success- 
ful and  popular  as  an  exemplar  of  the  peda- 
gogic profession.  From  Illinois  he  went  to 
Kansas,  and  for  several  years  he  traveled  about 
and  did  a  large  amount  of  excellent  work  as  a 
decorator  of  churches,  having  marked  artistic 
ability  and  practical  facility.  From  Kansas  he 
went  to  the  citv  of  St.  Louis,  where  for  three 
years  he  had  supervision  of  various  important 
interests.  In  1878  he  made  the  trip  from  Fort 
Scott,  Kansas,  to  Tampa,  Florida,  covering 
practically  the  entire  distance  with  team  and 
wagon,  and  in  Tampa  he  engaged  in  the  cul- 
ture of  oranges.  He  remained  there  some  years 
and  finally  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
built  up  a  prosperous  enterprise  in  the  furnish- 
ing and  fitting  of  hardwood  floors. 


In  1896  Mr.  Cheney  again  took  up  his  abode 
in  Chicago,  where  he  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  automatic  photographic  cabinets.  After- 
ward he  passed  a  year  on  the  Pacific  coast. 
He  then,  in  1904,  came  to  Lodi,  Ohio,  where  he 
assumed  the  management  of  the  Taylor  Inn,  a 
position  of  which  he  has  since  continued  in- 
cumbent. Both  as  a  host  and  as  an  executive 
he  is  admirably  fortified  for  the  managerial 
office  which  he  holds,  and  his  personal  popu- 
larity in  the  community  and  among  the  many 
guests  of  his  hotel  is  of  the  most  unequivocal 
order.  Mr.  Cheney  is  also  interested  in  fruit 
culture  in  Ceballos,  Cuba,  where  he  has  forty 
acres  devoted  to  the  growing,  of  grape-fruit 
and  sixteen  acres  devoted  to  oranges. 

Mr.  Cheney  in  the  time-honored  Masonic 
fraternity  has  attained  to  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  the  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
being  identified  with  the  consistory.  His  York 
Rite  affiliations  are  with  Lodi  Lodge,  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons ;  West  Salem  Chapter,  Royal 
Arch  Masons,  and  Wooster  Commandery,  No. 
48,  Knights  Templar.  He  also  holds  mem- 
bership in  Elyria  Lodge,  Xo.  465,  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Mr.  Cheney 
married  Mrs.  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Abner  B. 
Clark,  who  was  a  representative  citizen  of 
Woodburn,  that  state.  Mr.  Cheney's  three  sons 
are  all  able  and  reliable  young  business  men^ 
identified  with  industrial  enterprises  of  great 
scope  and  importance.  Claude  is  an  office  ex- 
ecutive for  the  United  States  Steel  Company; 
().  H.  is  a  representative  in  the  city  of  Atlanta 
for  the  B.  F.  Goodrich  Rubber  Company,  of 
Akron,  Ohio ;  and  Marvin  is  salesman  for  the 
great  Allis-Chalmers  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, of  Milwaukee,  with  headquarters  at  EI 
Paso,  Texas.  Kmma,  the  only  daughter  of 
Mr.  Cheney,  is  the  widow  of  A.  A.  Lock  and 
resides  in  Richmond,  Indiana. 

James  Ellis  Marshall. — The  name  of  the 
late  James  Ellis  Marshall  occupies  a  distin- 
guished place  in  the  industrial  history  of  San- 
dusky. He  was  born  at  Bradford,  England, 
September  18,  1808,  a  son  of  James  and  Han- 
nah (Booth)  Marshall,  who  also  had  their  na- 
tivity in  the  mother  country.  Mr.  Marshall, 
the  father,  was  a  manufacturer  of  iron  in  his 
native  land.  Two  of  his  brothers  came  to  the 
I'nited  States  and  had  cotton  mills  in  North 
Adams,  Massachusetts,  in  which  he  had  a 
share,  although  he  never  came  to  this  country. 
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James,  his  son,  came  to  this  country  in  1835 
to  take  charge  of  his  father's  interests  in  North 
Adams.  In  his  mills  there  the  raw  material 
was  manufactured  into  cloth,  and  in  1800  two 
brothers  of  James  Marshall  bought  the  raw 
material  in  the  South,  but  owing  to  Napoleon's 
having  control  over  the  South  the  product  had 
to  be  shipped  to  England  and  thence  reshipped 
to  North  Adams,  Massachusetts,  where  it  was 
made  into  cloth  and  then  sent  up  to  Hudson, 
New  York,  to  be  printed.  From  1849  until 
1857  Mr.  Marshall  was  engaged  in  the  iron 
business,  but  his  health  failing  in  the  latter 
year  he  retired  from  the  business  and  returned 
to  England,  and  on  coming  again  to  America 
he  located  in  Sandusky  in  the  spring  of  i860. 
Here  he  became  interested  in  and  continued 
with  a  tool  company  for  a  few  years,  finally 
retiring,  and  at  the  age  of  ninety-nine  he 
passed  from  this  life  in  March  of  1907. 

There  were  four  children  in  the  family  of 
James  E.  Marshall,  as  follows:  Joseph,  who 
resides  in  North  Dakota;  Mary  E.,  the  widow 
of  Lewis  Moss,  and  a  resident  of  Sandusky; 
Hannah,  deceased,  and  Benjamin,  who  died 
from  the  effects  of  the  Galveston  flood. 

Lewis  Moss  was  born  in  New  Berlin,  New 
York,  and  came  to  Sandusky  in  1858,  engag- 
ing in  the  lumber  business,  and  later  he  be- 
came the  manager  of  the  city's  gas  company, 
and  still  later  he  went  to  Columbus  and  em- 
barked in  the  iron  business.  There  the  fam- 
ily resided  for  a  number  of  years,  until  Mr. 
Moss  finally  sold  his  interests  there  and  with 
his  family  went  to  Europe  and  remained 
across  the  water  for  three  years.  They  then 
returned  to  New  York,  and  Mr.  Moss  died 
there  in  1893.  Following  his  death  his  widow 
went  again  to  Europe,  but  after  a  short  time 
returned  to  America,  and  in  1899  she  located 
in  Sandusky  and  has  since  resided  in  this 
city.  The  three  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Moss  are  all  living,  and  they  are  Bessie,  Lewis 
and  James  Moss. 

D WIGHT  L.  Crosby. — A  man  of  marked 
financial  and  executive  ability,  Dwight  Leon- 
ard Crosby,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Jefferson,  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  this  section  of  Ashtabula  county, 
coming  from  a  family  that  has  been  prominent 
in  the  coimty  since  early  pioneer  days.  He  was 
born  in  Rome,  Ohio,  a  son  of  Levy  Crosby  and 
grandson  of  Elijah  Crosby,  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  that  place.  The  family  from  which 
he  is  descended  originated  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 


land, in  a  place  called  "Crosby,"  and  was  first 
represented  on  American  soil  by  Simon  and 
Ann  Crosby,  who  immigrated  to  this  country 
in  1635,  crossing  the  ocean  in  the  "Susan 
Ellen"  and  settling  in  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts. 

Elijah  Crosby  was  born  in  East  Haddam, 
Connecticut,  in  1764,  and  there  married 
Phoebe  Church.  In  1806  he  came  with  his 
wife  and  children,  then  numbering  nine,  to 
Rome,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
cleared  a  farm  from  the  wilderness,  and  on 
that  homestead  three  more  children  were  add- 
ed to  the  family  circle.  There  he  and  his  good 
wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  his 
death  occurring  in  1835.  Of  their  twelve  chil- 
dren six  were  sons,  as  follows:  Calvin,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years;  Eliab, 
born  in  1797,  died  in  1884  i"  San  Diego,  Cali- 
fornia ;  Joseph,  born  in  1801,  spent  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  in  Rome,  Ohio,  but  died  in 
1880  in  Michigan;  Levi,  born  in  1803,  ^^^^  ^" 
1883,  and  Elijah,  born  in  1805,  ^*^d  ^^  1892, 
being  the  last  one  of  the  family  then  surviv- 
ing, and  Henry  was  drowned  in  the  Grand 
river  when  but  twenty-one  years  old.  Of  the 
six  daughters  five  grew  to  years  of  maturity. 

Levi  Crosby  was  but  three  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Ashtabula 
county.  He  settled  in  Rome,  Ohio,  and  was 
here  employed  in  tilling  the  soil  during  his 
active  life.  He  was  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first  Sarah  Leonard,  who  was  born  in 
Herkimer  county,  New  York,  being  one  of  a 
family  of  six  girls,  all  of  whom  were  expert 
weavers.  Three  of  these  Leonard  girls  set- 
tled in  Rome,  Ohio,  Flavia,  who  married  Da- 
vid Walkley,  being  the  first  to  come;  Mary. 
wife  of  Justin  Williams,  being  the  second,  and 
Sarah,  the  third.  Some  of  the  linen  woven 
by  Mrs.  Sarah  Crosby  is  now  owned  by  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Douglas,  who  prizes  it  highly. 
Mr.  Crosby  married  for  his  second  wife  Mrs. 
Mattalena  C.  (Wright)  Willey,  who  was  born 
in  18 TO  and  died  in  1902.  His  children,  four 
in  number,  were  all  by  his  first  marriage, 
namely,  Giles  Henry,  living  on  the  home  farm, 
in  Rome ;  Dwight  Leonard,  whose  name  ap- 
pears at  the  head  of  this  sketch ;  Maria,  wife 
of  Edwin  Douglas,  of  Jefferson,  and  Jane  E., 
wife  of  Captain  A.  W.  Stiles,  of  Rock  Creek, 
Ohio. 

On  January  2,  1863,  Maria  Crosby,  who  was 
born  in  Rome,  Ohio,  March  16,  1840,  married 
Edwin  Dougflas,  who  was  born,  March  6,  1836, 
in  Salem,  New  London  county,  Connecticut, 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1587 


and  was  brought  by  his  parents,  Erastus  and 
Mary  Latimer  Rathbone,  to  Ohio  when  an  in- 
fant. When  two  and  one-half  years  old  Ed- 
win was  taken  by  his  mother's  sister  Lucy, 
and  her  husband,  William  Douglas,  who  sub- 
sequently legally  adopted  him,  and  brought 
him  up  as  their  own  child.  He  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  old  Douglas  homestead 
in  Rome,  Ashtabula  county,  and  was  there 
profitably  employed  in  its  management  until 
his  retirement  from  active  pursuits,  and  still 
owns  the  farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Douglas  now 
reside  in  Jefferson,  Ashtabula  county,  enjoy- 
ing the  fruits  of  their  years  of  farm  labor. 
They  have  two  children,  namely :  William  Ed- 
win, born  July  24,  1865,  is  a  wholesale  lumber 
dealer,  and  Levi  Crosby,  born  September  19, 
t868,  is  engaged  in  the  retail  lumber  business 
in   Jefferson. 

M.  R.  Smith  is  an  able  lawyer  and  jurist, 
has  served  three  years  as  the  mayor  of  Con- 
neaut,  is  its  present  city  solicitor,  is  a  director 
of  the  Conneaut  Mutual  Loan  and  Trust  0>m- 
pany  and  has  had  a  long  connection  with  the 
public  life  of  his  community.  Born  in  Carlton, 
Pennsylvania,  September  8,  1864,  ^^  *s  a  son 
of  John  and  Katherine  (Patton)  Smith,  and 
he  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School 
of  Pennsvlvania  with  the  class  of  1887.  During 
four  vears  thereafter  he  was  connected  with 
the  teacher's  profession  in  the  state  of  his  birth, 
thus  becoming  entitled  to  a  life  certificate,  but 
in  the  fall  of  1890  he  abandoned  educational 
work  to  become  a  member  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion. After  studying  in  the  office  of  Judge  J.  F. 
Burkey  of  Findlay  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1891,  and  continued  as 
a  practitioner  of  that  city  until  coming  to  Con- 
neaut in  1899,  where  he  follows  a  general  line 
of  practice.  He  is  a  Mason,  an  Elk,  an  Odd 
Fellow  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Smith  married  Miss  Effie  L.  Morris,  cf 
Fordyce,  Pennsylvania,  in  1893. 

WiLBER  F.  Stanley. — In  his  special  rela- 
tions to  Conneaut,  Wilber  F.  Stanley  has  been 
honored  for  many  years  as  one  of  its  most  ac- 
tive and  practical  promoters,  and  throughout 
the  Western  Reserve  as  one  of  the  prominent 
men  in  that  section  of  Ohio  engaged  in  the 
actual  building  of  its  railroads.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Northfield,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  born 
on  the  19th  of  February,  1843,  ^"d  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  S.  and  Hannah  C.  (Cranmer)  Stanley. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  Vermont  and  his 


mother,  of  New  York,  the  former  going  to 
Ohio  in  18 16  and  settling  on  the  Summit 
county  farm  which  was  so  long  the  family 
homestead  and  upon  which  he  spent  the  last 
period  of  his  life.  Both  he  and  his  wife  died 
in  1880,  the  mother -at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years  and  the  father  at  eighty.  They  were  ac- 
tive members  of  the  Methodist  church,  becom- 
ing acquainted  at  a  camp  meeting  held  by 
members  of  that  denomination  and  continuing 
steadfast  and  ardent  in  the  faith  throughout  the 
many  years  of  their  marriage.  Daniel  S.  held 
various  official  positions  in  the  church,  and  as 
he  also  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  justice 
of  the  peace  and  was  somewhat  of  a  leader  in 
the  public  affairs  of  the  locality,  few  men  were 
better  known  or  more  highly  respected  than 
he. 

W.  F.  Stanley,  the  youngest  of  tke  twelve 
children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  5  Stan- 
ley, remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  of  age  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Summit  county.  In 
186 1  he  went  west  as  far  as  the  Wisconsin 
pineries,  in  which  he  was  employed  for  two 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  engaged 
in  the  railroad  business,  and,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  about  nine  months  spent  in  the  Union 
army,  served  as  track  master  for  a  division  of 
the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  until  1871.  In 
March,  1865,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  One 
Hundred  and  Fifteenth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  remained  in  the  service  until 
November  of  that  year,  participating  in  sev- 
eral skirmishes,  but  most  of  the  time  being 
on  guard  duty. 

Mr.  Stanley  became  a  resident  of  Conneaut 
February  i,  1863,  and  since  1871  has  spent 
most  of  his  active  business  life  as  a  railroad 
contractor  and  in  the  development  of  his  large 
interests  in  the  city.  His  railroad  building  has 
been  largely  confined  to  the  Lake  Shore  sys- 
tem and  the  Camden  system  in  West  Virginia, 
to  which  as  a  constructor  he  has  contributed 
several  hundred  miles.  In  1890  he  completed 
the  Stanley  block,  which  is  the  most  substan- 
tial business  building  in  the  city,  and  for  many 
years  he  has  been  a  stockholder  and  a  director 
of  the  Conneaut  Mutual  Loan  Association, 
which  has  done  so  much  in  the  advancement  of 
the  general  property  interests  of  the  place.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  Con- 
neaut as  its  mayor  for  two  terms,  his  admin- 
istrations being  noteworthy  for  the  public  im- 
provements accomplished.  In  the  fraternities, 
Mr.  Stanley  is  also  a  figure  of  activity    and 
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prominence.  In  Masonry  he  is  past  master  of 
Evergreen  Ix^dge  No.  222,  past  high  priest  of 
Conneant  Chapter,  No.  76,  past  T.  I.  M.  of 
Conneaut  Council,  No.  40,  and  past  com- 
mander of  Cache  Commandry,  No.  27,  being 
the  only  Hving  charter  member  of  that  com- 
mandry. He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  the  B.  P.  O.  E.  (Conneaut  Lodge, 
No.  256),  and  is  a  comrade  of  Custer  Post  No. 
9,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

On  May  9,  1871,  Mr.  Stanley  married  Miss 
Alice  Gould,  daughter  of  Loren  and  Mary 
(Silverthorne)  Gould,  of  Conneaut.  Mrs. 
Stanley's  father  came  from  New  York  at  a 
very  earlv  dav  and  settled  at  Conneaut.     He 
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has  been  a  merchant,  but  entered  local  politics 
with  such  affect  that  he  was  retained  as  town- 
ship clerk  for  a  period  of  thirty  years.  Loren 
Gould  married  Mary  Silverthorne  in  1840,  and 
their  five  living  offspring  are  scatteied  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

Captain  Addison  H.  Pe^vrl. — A  man  of 
strong  traits  of  character,  energetic,  persistent 
and  of  great  executive  power.  Captain  Addison 
H.  Pearl,  of  Huron,  holds  an  assured  position 
among  the  citizens  of  prominence  and  influ- 
•ence,  bein^  one  whom,  as  lar  as  is  known,  "all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men"  honor  and  re- 
:spect.  Patriotic  and  public  spirited,  he  served 
his  country  as  a  brave  soldier  in  its  time 
•of  need,  and  has  since  served  in  various 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  perform- 
ing the  duties  devolving  upon  him  with  un- 
swerving fidelity  and  indefatigable  energy.  A 
son  of  Oliver  Pearl,  he  was  born,  in  1830,  in 
Berlin  township,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  of  sub- 
stantial New  England  ancestry. 

Oliver  Pearl  was  bom,  November  10,  1788, 
in  Ellington,  Tolland  county,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  brought  up  and  educated.  In 
1819,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  came  to 
Ohio,  making  a  large  part  of  the  long  journey 
with  an  ox  team.  Before  leaving  his  New  Eng- 
land home  he  had  traded  his  landed  property 
in  Connecticut  for  two  tracts  of  Ohio  land,  a 
tract  of  forty  acres  being  now  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  citv  of  Cleveland,  and  the 
Other  tract,  containing  100  acres,  being,  in  Ber- 
lin township,  Erie  county.  Arriving  in  Cleve- 
land, where  he  had  expected  to  locate,  he  found 
much  sickness  in  the  place,  and  was  advised 
by  the  few  residents  of  the  place  to  continue 
his  journey  still  farther  west.  Coming  there- 
fore to  Erie  county,  he  assumed  possession  of 
his  100  acres  of  land  in  Berlin  township.  The 


land  was  in  its  primitive  wildness,  covered 
with  a  heavy  growth  of  timber,  and  while  he 
was  engaged  in  the  pioneer  labor  of  making 
a  clearing  in  the  forest  and  putting  up  a  log 
cabin,  he  and  his  family  made  their  home  with 
Mr.  Elsworth  Bumham.  Hiring  a  man  to 
assist  him  in  clearing  his  land,  he  gave  him  for 
his  labor  a  deed  of  his  fortv  acres  of  land  in 
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Cleveland.  He  subsequently  placed  the  larger 
part  of  his  land  under  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation, planted  a  fine  orchard  of  apple,  peach, 
cherry  and  plum  trees,  and  was  there  success- 
fully employed  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  in  1835.  Oliver  Pearl  married,  June  5, 
181 1,  Mary  Sexton,  who  was  born,  December 
5,  1795,  in  Ellington,  Connecticut,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  Addison 
H.,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  being 
the  youngest  son. 

Growing  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
Addison  H.  Pearl  began  as  soon  as  old  enough 
to  assist  in  its  labors,  in  the  meantime,  in  the 
pioneer  log  schoolhouse,  with  its  limited  ac- 
commodations, learning  successfully  the  "three 
r's."  Ambitious  as  a  scholar,  he  subsequently 
continued  his  studies  at  the  high  school  in  Bir- 
mingham, and  for  two  terms  attended  Oberlin 
College.  Returning  then  to  the  old  homestead, 
he  remained  with  his  mother  until  after  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  on  Sep- 
tember 4,  1 86 1,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
Third  Ohio  Cavalry.  Clear-headed,  cool  and 
brave,  he  won  the  approbation  of  the  officers 
of  his  command,  and  was  promoted  through 
the  various  ranks  until  commissioned  captain 
of  his  company.  He  was  first  appointed  as- 
sistant commissary,  and  for  eight  months  had 
chargfe  of  the  barracks  and  supply  station  at 
Columbia,  Tennessee,  and  for  some  time  held 
a  position  on  the  staff  of  General  Long.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  many  important 
engagements,  both  as  a  private  and  as  an  of- 
ficer, among  others  having  been  those  at  the 
following  named  places:  Corinth,  Mississippi; 
Mumfordsville,  Perryville,  Bardstown  and 
Lexington,  Kentucky :  Stone  River  and  Mid- 
dleton,  Tennessee ;  Chickaniauga,  Georgia ; 
and  at  McMinnville,  Shelbyville  Pike,  Farm- 
ington  and  Decatur,  Tennessee.  While  lead- 
ing his  company.  Captain  Pearl  was  twice 
captured  by  the  enemy,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
his  coolness,  pluck  and  Yankee  wit  would  have 
been  taken  to  a  rebel  prison.  Being  severely 
wounded  while  in  battle,  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  before  the  close  of 
the  war,  on  account  of  physical  disability.   Re- 
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turning  home,  he  resumed  management  of  the 
home  farm  as  soon  as  able,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  until  after  the  death 
of  his  aged  mother,  in  1^0.  In  1892  the  farm 
was  sold,  and  the  Captain  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  Huron,  where  he  built  his  present 
fine  residence. 

An  uncompromising  Republican  in  his  politi- 
cal relations,  the  Captain  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  affairs,  his  intelligence, 
wisdom  and  integrity  making  him  a  valued 
factor  in  party  work.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he 
accepted,  reluctantly,  the  Republican  nomi- 
nation to  the  state  legislature  as  representative 
of  his  district,  and  was  elected  by  a  majority 
of  201  votes,  his  election  in  a  Democratic 
stronghold  proving  his  popularity  in  both  par- 
ties. He  voted  for  Garfield  for  United  States 
senator,  and  when  Garfield  was  nominated  for 
president  cast  his  vote  for  John  Sherman  for 
United  States  senator.  Captain  Pearl  was 
township  trustee  and  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Berlin  township  for  six  years,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  notary  public  and  pension  attorney,  in 
the  former  position  giving  his  attention  to  all 
kinds  of  collections,  and  in  the  latter  office 
being  especially  successful  in  securing  both 
original  pensions  and  increase  for  persons  who 
have  failed  when  employing  other  counsel.  He 
has  been  for  six  years  a  justice  of  the  peace 
here  in  Huron.  The  Captain  is  also  carrying 
on  a  profitable  business  as  an  insurance  agent, 
and  has  a  commission  to  collect  claims  before 
United  States  courts. 

Captain  Pearl  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  September  19,  1865,  Thirza  A. 
Hyde,  who  died  April  30,  1892.  She  bore  him 
six  children,  of  whom  one  died  at  the  age  of 
four  years,  and  five  are  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Ada  M.  Arndt ;  Edwin  S..  who  was  graduated 
from  Oberlin  College  with  the  class  of  1894, 
resides  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Allen  S.,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  electrical  engineering 
department  of  the  Ohio  State  University,  has 
been  advertising  manager  for  the  Central  Elec- 
trical Company,  and  is  now  secretary  of  a  new 
electric  company  at  Chicago,  organized  to 
manufacture  electric  supplies:  William  H., 
agent  for  the  Central  Electrical  Company,  with 
headquarters  in  Indianapolis ;  and  Augusta  A., 
who  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  at 
Mount  X'ernon,  Ohio,  and  from  the  Streeter 
Hospital,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  is  now  a  pro- 
fessional nurse  at  Chicago. 

On  June  12,  1894,  the  Captain  married  for 


his  second  wife  Mrs.  Eliza  O.  (Kirby) 
Murphy,  a  daughter  of  Captain  A.  Kirby  and 
Mary  Maria  (Robinson)  Kirby.  She  is  of 
New  England  stock,  her  paternal  grandpar- 
ents, Silas  and  Rhoda  Kirby,  having  oeen  bom 
and  reared  in  New  Bedford,  Massachusetts, 
from  there  locating  as  pioneers  in  Cayuga 
county,  New  York.  Born,  September  15,  1817, 
in  Genoa,  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  Captain 
A.  Kirby  was  brought  up  in  Sacketts  Harbor, 
New  York,  where  his  parents  moved  when  he 
was  a  child,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years 
began  his  career  on  the  lakes,  and  five  years 
later  was  made  master  of  the  schooner  "Com- 
modore Decatur."  He  subsequently  sailed 
from  Oswego,  New  York,  for  three  years  on 
the  schooner  "Congress,"  with  Captain 
Throop.  Going  with  the  family  to  Ingham 
county,  Michigan,  in  1840,  he  was  there  first 
master  of  the  schooner  "Independence,"  and 
later  of  the  "O.  P.  Starkey."  In  1843  he  was 
master  of  the  "Franklin,"  and  the  following 
year  sailed  as  mate  of  the  propeller  New 
York."  He  was  subsequently  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural labors  for  three  years,  but  in  1847  re- 
turned to  his  seafaring  pursuits,  for  four  years 
having  charge  of  the  schooner  **Forrest."  He 
was  afterwards  master  of  the  "Plymouth," 
which  was  lost  in  1852,  and  afterwards  com- 
manded the  "Ithaca"  and  the  "Mount  Ver- 
non." He  then  worked  as  a  farmer  for  two 
years,  and  was  then  master  of  the  "J.  P.  Kirt- 
land"  for  a  short  time,  but  from  the  fall  of 
1856  until  1863  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil 
in  Michigan. 

Coming  then  with  his  family  to  Huron,  Ohio, 
Captain  Kirby  sailed  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 
cago on  the  bark  "Alice,"  of  Detroit,  and  sub- 
sequently for  four  years  was  master  of  the 
schooner  **Union,"  and  then  purchased  the 
**H.  C.  Post,"  which  he  sold  in  1870.  In  1873, 
having  previously  had  charge  of  the  "Odd  Fel- 
low," a  tug,  and  of  the  propeller  "E.  B.  Ward, 
Jr.,"  he  became  commodore  of  the  immense 
shipping  interests  of  E.  B.  Ward,  continuing 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Ward  in  1875.  ^^  ^^^Y 
of  that  year  Captain  Kirby  was  made  master  of 
the  beautiful  passenger  steamer  "Minneapolis," 
running  during  the  entire  year  between  Grand 
Haven  and  Milwaukee,  and  held  the  iX)sition 
until  1880,  when  he  retired  from  the  sea.  He 
then  purchased  a  fine  farm  in  lona  county, 
Michigan,  but  after  living  upon  it  a  short  time 
he  disix)sed  of  it  at  an  advantage,  and  came 
to  Huron  to  reside  permanently.    As  a  man  of 
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many  virtues  and  very  few  vices,  noted  for  his 
integrity  and  sterling  character,  the  Captain 
was  held  in  high  respect  as  a  man  and  a  citizen. 

Captain  Kirby  married  first,  in  1842,  Eliza- 
beth Ann  Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Syracuse, 
New  York.  She  died  in  1847,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Rhoda  C,  now  Mrs.  Smith,  and  Eliza- 
beth A.,  now  Mrs.  Riley,  both  of  Detroit.  The 
Captain  married  second,  in  October,  1847, 
Mary  Maria  Robinson,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife, 
and  in  October,  1897,  they  celebrated  the 
golden  anniversary  of  their  wedding,  it  being 
an  event  of  importance  in  the  social  circles  of 
Huron,  hosts  of  friends  from  this  and  sur- 
rounding towns  and  cities  gathering  to  extend 
congratulations  to  the  worthy  couple,  while  in 
the  evening  members  of  the  Masonic  Lodge, 
No.  359,  of  which  the  Captain  was  a  charter 
member,  going  in  a  body  to  pay  their  respects 
to  Captain  and  Mrs.  Kirby.  Four  children 
blessed  this  second  union,  namely:  Isabella, 
wife  of  Jabez  Wright,  of  whom  a  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  volume ;  Austin  A.,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan;  Mrs.  Pearl;  and  Flora  M., 
who  died  in  1874.  Mrs.  Kirby  died  May  26. 
1900,  aged  seventy-five  years  and  Mr.  Kirby 
died  in  1905. 

The  Revolutionary  records  in  the  archives 
of  Connecticut  shows  the  name  of  Pearl  sev- 
eral times,  forefathers  of  our  subject. 

Thomas  Henry  Hirst. — Prominent  among 
the  prosperous  and  progressive  business  men 
of  Huron  county  is  Thomas  Henry  Hirst,  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  Bellevue.  He  is 
a  man  of  spotless  integrity,  whose  word  and 
whose  ability  can  always  be  relied  upon  in  mat- 
ters of  business.  A  son  of  Samuel  Hirst,  he 
was  born  February  2,  1849,  at  Hoosick  Falls, 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  of  English  an- 
cestry. A  native  of  England,  Samuel  Hirst 
was  born  in  Pudsey,  Yorkshire,  and  was  the 
only  member  of  his  generation  of  the  Hirst 
family  to  come  to  America.  Learning  the 
trade  of  a  woolen  cloth  finisher  when  young, 
he  followed  it  in  England  until  1846.  In  that 
year,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  their  five 
children,  he  emigrated  to  this  country.  Lo- 
cating at  Hoosick  Falls,  New  York,  he  was 
there  employed  in  the  mills  until  1856.  Re- 
moving then  to  Clark  county,  Ohio,  he  bought 
land  near  Springfield  and  there  began  farming. 
His  wife  died  in  1858,  and  he  returned  to 
Yorkshire  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Nancy  Batty.    They  were  the  parents  of  eight 


children,  one  of  whom,  John,  died  while  cross- 
ing the  ocean,  while  the  other  seven  grew  to 
years  of  maturity,  their  names  being  as  fol- 
lows :  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Emma,  William,  Mary, 
Thomas  Henry  and  Benjamin. 

But  nine  years  of  age  when  his  father  re- 
turned to  England,  Thomas  H.  Hirst  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  A  strong, 
brave  boy,  he  started  for  Atlanta,  Illinois,  and 
walked  the  entire  distance  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  Benjamin  Bean.  That  was  the  year 
of  the  famous  Lincoln-Douglas  debates,  and 
when  they  spoke  in  Atlanta  Benjamin  Bean 
entertained  Mr.  Lincoln.  Thomas  cried  be- 
cause he  was  not  allowed  to  sit  at  the  table 
with  the  great  man,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  gave  him 
a  silver  half  dollar.  Soon  after  his  aunt  gave 
him  ten  dollars  for  the  coin,  which  she  care- 
fully treasured  until  her  death,  when  it,  with 
other  money,  was  deposited  in  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Chicago,  remaining  there  until 
the  settlement  of  the  estate.  The  half  dollar 
then  reverted  to  Mr.  Hirst,  who  now  treasures 
it  as  a  sacred  relic. 

When  fourteen  vears  old,  Thomas  H.  Hirst 
became  a  clerk  in  a  drug  store  in  Atlanta, 
Illinois,  for  three  years  receiving  his  board  and 
clothes  for  his  work,  and  going  to  school  a 
part  of  each  year.  The  next  three  years  he 
was  given  his  board  and  ten  dollars  a  month 
wages.  He  continued  work  as  a  drug  clerk, 
going  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  for  a  few  years, 
after  which  he  entered  the  Chicago  School  of 
Pharmacy,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
1878.  Going  then  to  Toronto,  Canada,  he  was 
graduated  from  the  School  of  Pharmacy  in 
that  city  in  1880.  But  instead  of  engaging  in 
the  drug  business  Mr.  Hirst  accepted  a  po- 
sition in  a  woolen  mill  at  New  Hamburg, 
Ontario,  and  after  a  little  experience  in  that 
line  was  made  foreman.  He  was  subsequently 
foreman  in  some  of  the  largest  and  most  im- 
portant mills  in  the  United  States.  On  ac- 
count of  failing  eyesight,  Mr.  Hirst  resigned 
his  position  in  1902,  and  for  two  years  there- 
after was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Toledo,  Ohio.  Coming  from  there  to  Belle- 
vue, he  opened  a  general  store  on  East  Main 
street,  and  has  here  built  up  a  large  and  profit- 
able business. 

Mr.  Hirst  married,  in  1901,  Catherine  Mor- 
gan, who  was  born  in  Birmingham,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Her  father,  Thomas  Morgan,  a  black- 
smith bv  trade,  removed  from  Pennsvlvania 
to  Ohio,  settling  in  Fostoria,  where  he  has 
since  resided.     He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
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Civil  war,  being  a  member  of  Company  C, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  for  a  time  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Twenty-first  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry.  Mr.  Morgan  married  Mary  Ellen 
McBride,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  state,  and 
they  reared  six  children,  namely:  Catherine, 
now  Mrs.  Hirst;  Edward;  Ruth  Ellen;  Qark; 
Harry,  who  served  in  the  United  States  navy, 
and  was  at  Manila  with  Dewey;  and  Charles, 
now  in  the  government  employ  at  Panama. 
In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Hirst  has  ever 
been  a  Republican.  He  is  a  notary  public,  and 
has  his  commission  as  such  signed  by  Gov- 
ernors Bushnell,  Nash  and  Harris. 

William  Wallace  Woodward. — In  the 
early  settlement  of  the  Western  Reserve  peo- 
ple of  New  England  birth  and  breeding  stood 
pre-eminent  among  its  pioneers,  giving  char- 
acter and  strength  to  its  population.  They 
were  themselves  descended  from  a  race  not 
new  in  the  matter  of  founding  new  homes, 
their  ancestors  having  been,  mostly,  of  either 
Puritan  or  Pilgrim  stock,  who  settled  first  on 
the  New  England  coast,  subsequently  stretch- 
ing northward  and  westward,  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  eighteenth  century  taking  up  lands  on 
the  frontier,  founding  in  their  wisdom  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Ohio  now  included  within 
the  space  called  the  Western  Reserve. 

Vermont,  the  Green  mountain  state,  fur- 
nished a  portion  of  these  sturdy  pioneers, 
prominent  among  the  number  being  William 
and  Ann  S.  (Lee)  Woodward,  (the  latter 
being  a  cousin  of  General  Lee),  grandparents 
of  William  W.  Woodward,  who  settled  in 
Miami  county,  where  the  birth  of  their  son, 
W.  W.  Woodward,  occurred  July  4,  1835, 
coming  from  there  to  Montgomery  county. 

In  1875  William  Wallace  Woodward  came 
to  Sandusky,  and'  since  1880  has  been  in  the 
wholesale  grocery  business,  which  he  still  con- 
ducts. In  Dayton,  Ohio,  in  April,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  First  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  lieutenant  in  the  militia, 
which  office  he  held  when  his  company  was 
mustered  in  the  United  States  service.  On 
December  15,  1865,  he  was  discharged  in  New 
Orleans  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  after  serving 
in  every  rank  except  lieutenant  colonel. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Woodward  returned  to 
Dayton  and  was  in  the  wholesale  grocery  busi- 
ness until  1870,  when  he  went  on  the  road  for 
a  tea  importing  house  for  five  years  and  then 
came  to   Sandusky  and  opened  a  wholesale 
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grocery  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Hoover  &  Woodward.  Mr.  Hoover  died  in 
1894,  and  Mrs.  Hoover  has  continued  as  Mr. 
Woodward's  partner.  Mr.  Woodward  was 
married  in  1857  to  Miss  Zinn,  who  died  in 
1877,  in  Sandusky,  leaving  two  children, 
Charles  and  Cora.  In  1898  Mr.  Woodward 
married  Miss  Florence  Hadley.  Though  al- 
ways a  stanch  Republican,  Mr.  Woodward 
never  sought  public  office.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  the 
Legion  of  Honor  of  the  United  States  at  Cin- 
cinnati. 

Joseph  Hiltz. — Occupying  an  excellent  po- 
sition among  the  respected  citizens  and  suc- 
cessful business  men  of  Huron  county  is 
Joseph  Hiltz,  a  provision  dealer  in  Monroe- 
ville.  A  son  of  Joseph  Hiltz,  Sr.,  he  was  bom 
in  Norwalk,  Huron  county,  March  15,  1848. 
Joseph  Hiltz,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Baden,  Ger- 
many, where  his  parents  spent  their  lives.  Two 
of  his  brothers,  however,  came  to  this  coun- 
try, one,  Benjamin,  locating  in  Pennsylvania, 
while  the  other  settled  in  California.  As  a 
youth  he  began  boating  on  the  Rhine,  and  con- 
tinued thus  occupied  until  1844,  when  he 
crossed  the  ocean  in  a  sailing  vessel,  being  on 
the  water  sixty  days.  Making  his  way  across 
the  country  to  Ohio,  he  bought  land  within 
the  corporate  limits  of  Norwalk,  and  on  the 
farm  which  he  improved  spent  his  remaining 
days,  passing  away  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his 
age.  He  married  Mary  Biettle,  a  native  of 
Baden,  Germany.  She  died  in  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
aged  sixty-eight  years.  Seven  children  blessed 
their  union,  namely:  Helen,  Frances,  Mary, 
Kinnegunda,  Kate,  Ferdinand  and  Joseph,  all 
of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  Joseph,  were 
born  in  the  Fatherland.  Helen  married  in 
Germany  and  came  to  this  country  before  her 
parents  did. 

Obtaining  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  Norwalk,  and  being  well  drilled  by  his 
father  in  the  many  branches  of  agriculture, 
Joseph  Hiltz,  remained  beneath  the  parental 
roof-tree  imtil  twenty-three  years  of  age,  as- 
sisting in  the  farm  labors.  Locating  then  in 
Monroeville,  he  was  for  five  years  engaged 
in  railroading,  after  which  he  embarked  in  the 
provision  business,  opening  a  market,  which 
he  has  operated  with  satisfactory  success  ever 
since.  Mr.  Hiltz  married,  in  1873,  Elizabeth 
Raymer,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  but  was 
reared  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  her  parents  lo- 
cated when  she  was  two  years  old.     Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Hiltz  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
namely:  Stephen,  E)ora,  Helen  and  Robert. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hiltz  were  reared  in  the  Catholic 
church,  and  have  brought  their  family  up  in 
the  same  faith.    Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 

Frank  W.  Heyman,  late  of  Monroeville, 
was  for  many  years  actively  identified  with  the 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  prosperity  of 
this  part  of  Huron  county,  and  as  a  man  and 
as  a  citizen  was  held  in  high  respect.  A  na- 
tive of  this  county,  he  was  born,  July  3,  1858, 
at  Hunts  Comers,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Monroeville,  in  August,  1902.  He  came  from 
substantial  German  stock,  his  father,  John  P. 
Heyman,  and  his  grandfather,  John  George 
Heyman,  having  been  born  in  Nassau,  Ger- 
many. In  1850,  accompanied  by  his  five  sons, 
Philip,  George,  Henry,  John  P.  and  William, 
and  his  daughter,  Katherine,  John  George 
Heyman  emigrated  to  Ohio,  settling  at  Hunts 
Corners,  where  he  bought  land  and  was  em- 
ployed in  farming  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
John  P.  Heyman,  who  had  acquired  a  good 
education  in  the  Fatherland,  was  fourteen 
years  old  when  he  came  with  the  family  to 
Ohio.  He  assisted  his  father  in  improving 
a  homestead,  remaining  with  him  until  becom- 
ing of  age.  He  subsequently  bought  a  farm 
in  that  locality,  and  was  there  successfully 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  during  his  active 
life,  passing  away  on  his  homestead  at  the  age 
of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Janette  Scheid,  was  born  in  Nassau, 
Germany,  seventy-two  years  ago,  came  with 
her  parents  to  America  in  girlhood,  and  is 
now  living  in  Huron  county.  She  reared 
eight  children,  namely :  Louis  P. ;  Frank  W. 
(the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Theophilus,  Will-* 
iam,  Jennie,  Julia,  Flora  and  Lillian. 

After  leaving  the  district  school  Frank  W. 
Heyman  attended  Oberlin  College  and  the 
State  Norman  School  at  Mansfield,  after  which 
he  was  employed  in  farming  for  several  sea- 
sons. After  his  marriage,  in  partnership  with 
his  wife's  parents,  he  bought  the  Monroeville 
flour  mill  and  privilege,  and  operated  the  plant 
successfully  until  his  death,  in  1902.  He  was 
a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  worth,  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  public  aflfairs,  serving  as  township 
trustee  seventeen  vears,  while  in  Monroeville 
he  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  of 
the  city  council.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  party,  and 


was  a  member  of  Roby  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
Monroeville,  and  of  Norwalk  Commandery, 
No.  18,  K.  T. 

Mr.  Heyman  married,  in  1882,  at  Hunts 
Corners,  Rosa  Boehm,  who  was  born  at 
Standardsburg,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  coming 
from  a  long  line  of  honored  German  ancestry. 
Her  father,  John  Boehm,  and  her  grandfather, 
Philip  Boehm,  were  born  and  reared  in  Kreutz- 
nach,  Hesse-Darmstadt,  Germany.  Philip 
Boehm  was  a  lifelong  resident  of  his  native 
place,  during  his  active  life  operating  a  mill 
which  came  to  him  through  inheritance  and 
which  had  been  owned  by  the  Boehm  family 
for  more  than  three  hundred  years.  He  reared 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  son  George 
and  his  two  daughters  remained  in  their  na- 
tive land,  but  the  other  seven  sons  came  to 
America,  their  names  being  as  follows :  Philip, 
Jacob,  John,  Daniel,  Peter,  Charles  and  Henry. 
John  Boehm  left  the  Fatherland  when  fifteen 
years  old  to  seek  his  fortune,  landing  in  New 
York  City  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land,  with 
no  other  capital  than  a  courageous  spirit,  a 
brave  heart  and  willing  hands.  Finding  em- 
ployment in  a  bakery,  he  remained  in  that  city 
three  years,  then  located  in  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
where,  with  Captain  Dewalt,  he  kept  a  hotel 
for  a  few  years.  Going  then  to  Standards- 
burg, Huron  county,  he  purchased  a  flour  mill, 
which  he  operated  successfully  for  some  time. 
In  1878,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Monroe- 
ville, he  bought  the  O'Brien  flour  mill  and 
privilege,  and  managed  it  until  his  death,  in 
1879.  He  married  Louisa  Kingle,  who  was 
lx)rn  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  a  daughter  of 
Adam  and  Rose  Kingle,  who  came  to  this 
country  about  1850  and  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Bucyrus,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their  remain- 
ing years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three 
children,  namely:  Adam,  Jacob  and  Louisa. 
The  latter,  mother  of  Mrs.  Heyman,  died  in 
1884. 

Mrs.  Heyman  has  two  children,  namely: 
John  G.,  who  was  educated  at  Kenyon  College 
and  now  lives  in  Sandusky,  where  he  attends 
to  the  selling  of  the  products  of  the  mill ;  and 
Homer  G.,  who  completed  a  course  at  Oberlin 
Colleo:e  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Van 
Ney  News  Company  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Heyman  were  brought  up  in  the 
Reformed  church.  Mrs.  Heyman  is  a  woman 
of  culture  and  refinement  and  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  having  served  as  the  first  president  of 
the  Monroeville  Woman's  Club. 
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Jeptha  H.  Wade. — The  bringing  of  the 
€ast  and  west  together  in  telegraphic  commu- 
nication was  the  chief  forerunner  in  the  build- 
ing of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  the  first  of 
the  great  transcontinental  lines  of  America; 
and  the  man  who  placed  ihe  moneyed  and 
populous  east  in  communication  with  the  Pa- 
cific coast,  when  it  was  yet  an  undeveloped  and 
almost  unknown  land,  was  Jeptha  H.  Wade, 
one  of  the  most  able  citizens  connected  with 
the  history  of  Cleveland,  who  died  in  that  city 
on  August  9,  1890.  It  was  his  energy,  fore- 
sight and  broad  judgment  that  conceived  and 
carried  into  operation  the  Pacific  Telegraph 
from  St.  Louis  to  San  Francisco,  and  he  had 
already  been  honored  with  the  office  of  general 
manager  of  the  Western  Union  Telegraph 
Company,  assuming  the  presidency  of  the  two 
great  lines  when  they  were  finally  consoli- 
dated. He  was  the  originator  of  the  telegraphic 
cable,  which  now  lines  and  interlines  the 
ocean's  bed,  and  his  local  contributions  to  the 
welfare  of  Cleveland  are  numerous  and  signal. 

Mr.  Wade  was  a  native  of  Seneca  county. 
New  York,  and  was  born  August  11,  181 1, 
being  a  son  of  Jeptha  W^ade,  a  civil  engineer 
and  surveyor,  who  died  in  his  son's  early 
youth.  The  boy  mastered  the  carpenter's  trade 
within  a  few  years,  and  besides  following  that 
made  clocks  and  musical  instruments,  develop- 
ing his  genius  for  mechanics  in  many  direc* 
tions.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  became 
the  owner  of  a  large  sash  and  blind  factory, 
but  after  conducting  it  for  three  years  com- 
menced the  study  of  portrait  painting  under 
the  celebrated  Randall  Palmer.  After  attain- 
ing an  enviable  reputation  as  an  artist  in 
I^uisiana,  New  York  and  Michigan,  he  be- 
came deeply  interested  in  the  discoveries  of 
Daguerre,  and  finally  produced  the  first  da- 
guerreotype ever  made  west  of  New  York. 
At  this  time  he  was  about  thirty  years  of  age, 
and  the  state  of  his  health  calling  for  a  less 
confining  mode  of  life  he  located  in  New  Or- 
leans. While  residing  in  that  city  Morse's  mes- 
sage was  flashed  over  the  wire  from  Wash- 
ington to  Baltimore,  and  none  was  more  con- 
vinced over  the  immeasurable  results  to  follow 
this  first  practical  application  of  electricity 
than  Mr.  Wade.  He  returned  to  Detroit,  gave 
the  invention  his  patient  and  earnest  study, 
and  soon  after\vards  constructed  a  telegraphic 
line  along  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad, 
opening  and  equipping  the  Jackson  office  and 
acting  as  its  operator  and  manager.  After  a 
time  he  entered  the  field  as  a  builder  of  lines, 


and  also  invented  an  insulator,  which  over- 
came many  of  the  difficulties  under  which  he 
at  first  labored.  In  laying  one  of  his  lines 
across  the  Mississippi  river  at  St.  Louis  he 
inclosed  the  cable  in  iron  armor,  and  thus  be- 
came the  father  of  the  submarine  cable  systems 
of  the  world.  With  the  consolidation  of  many 
small  telegraph  lines  into  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  Company  he  was  made  general 
manager  of  the  combined  corporation;  as 
stated,  founded  and  built  the  Pacific  Telegraph 
from  St.  Louis  to  San  Francisco ;  became  pres- 
ident of  the  combination  of  the  two  companies, 
and  filled  the  last  named  position  with  masterly 
ability  until  1867,  when  a  serious  illness  forced 
him  to  retire  for  some  time  from  all  active 
pursuits. 

Briefly  noting  Mr.  Wade's  connection  with 
Cleveland  interests,  it  may  be  stated  that  when 
the  Citizens'  Savings  and  Loan  Association 
was  formed  in  1867  he  was  elected  its  presi- 
dent, and  that  he  was  also  president  of  the 
Valley  Railway  Company,  whose  lines  pene- 
trated the  coal  fields  of  Ohio.  At  different 
times  he  was  a  director  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  of  Cleveland,  the  Cleveland  Rolling  Mill 
Company,  the  Cleveland  Iron  Mining  Com- 
pany and  the  Union  Steel  Screw  Company. 
He  also  served  as  president  of  the  American 
Sheet  and  Boiler  Plate  Company  and  of  the 
Chicago  and  Atchison  Bridge  Company,  as 
well  as  president  of  the  Kalamazoo,  Allegan 
and  Grand  Rapids  and  the  Cincinnati,  Wabash 
and  Michigan  Railway  companies  and  a  direc- 
tor in  several  minor  railroad  enterprises.  In 
1882  Mr.  Wade  gave  to  Cleveland  seventy- 
three  acres  known  as  Wade  Park,  which  he 
had  kept  open  to  the  public  at  his  own  expense 
for  many  years,  and  served  for  some  time  as 
park  commissioner,  as  well  as  commissioner 
of  the  city  sinking  fund.  As  to  his  official 
identification  with  the  city  charities,  he  served 
as  director  of  the  workhouse  and  the  House 
of  Refuge  and  w^as  one  of  the  trustees  of  the 
Cleveland  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum,  erect- 
ing at  his  own  expense  for  that  institution  a 
handsome,  fireproof  building  accommodating 
ISO  children.  As  president  of  the  Lake  View 
Cemetery  Association  he  also  gave  evidence  of 
the  benevolent,  refined  and  cultured  traits  of 
his  remarkable  character. 

William  S.  Bonnell. — As  vice  president 
of  the  Mahoning  National  Bank,  one  of  the 
strong  and  alert  directors  of  the  Mahoning 
Valley   Iron   Company,   and   a  broad-minded 
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and  honorable  capitalist.,  whose  influence  and 
activities  have  extended  far  abroad,  William 
Scott  Bonnell  is  a  fine  personality  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  fully  entitled  to  historic  delinea- 
tion. Born  July  12,  1842,  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
he  is  a  son  of  the  late  William  and  Sarah 
(Scott)  Bonnell,  and  his  early  boyhood  was 
passed  at  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania.  When 
he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents  located 
at  Youngstown,  where  his  education  was  com- 
pleted in  the  public  schools,  and  he  served  as 
clerk  in  a  number  of  the  leading  business 
houses  of  that  day.  Later  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Brown,  Bonnell  &  Co.,  iron  manufac- 
turers, where  he  was  made  rolltumer  and 
thoroughly  learned  that  branch  of  the  business, 
later  acquiring  experience  in  others.  His  em- 
ployers soon  recognized  that  his  ability  could 
be  put  to  better  account  in  the  offices  of  the 
company,  and  he  proved  his  capacity  so  de- 
cisively that  in  1867  he  became  a  partner. 
Uporr  the  incorporation  of  the  business,  he 
transferred  his  interests  and  his  services  to 
the  Mahoning  Valley  Iron  Company  in  1879, 
of  which  he  successively  became  secretary  and 
vice  president.  For  a  long  period  he  has  been 
one  of  the  leading  promoters  of  that  great 
corporation,  as  well  as  of  the  Mahoning  Na- 
tional Bank,  of  which  he  was  president  until 
1907. 

Mr.  Bonnell,  through  his  marriage  with 
Lucretia  H.  Wick,  became  connected  with  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
Youngstown.  Mrs.  Bonnell  was  born  xat 
Youngstown  and  is  a  daughter  of  Hugh  B. 
and  Lucretia  G.  (Winchell)  Wick,  her  father 
being  a  very  prominent  iron  manufacturer  and 
capitalist  of  that  city.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bonnell 
have  two  surviving  children :  Emily  Cree,  wife 
of  Perry  Burnham  Owen,  of  Youngstown,  and 
William  Wick,  who  married  Julia  Garlick  and 
resides  in  Youngstown.  For  many  years  Mr. 
Bonnell  and  wife  have  been  leading  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  active  both  in 
the  furtherance  of  its  charities  and  those  of  a 
more  general  nature.  Refined  sociability  and 
literarv  and  musical  talent  have  also  alwavs 
found  a  warm  welcome  and  a  hearty  encour- 
agement at  their  beautiful  home  on  Wick  ave- 
nue, one  of  the  most  elegant  modern  resi- 
dences in  the  city.  The  mistress  of  the  house 
is  a  lady  of  rare  culture,  and  the  master,  a  citi- 
zen of  sociability  as  well  as  of  stanch  moral 
character,  which  combines  among  its  traits  a 
high  sense  of  justice,  mingled  with  kindness 
and  broad  humanitv. 


Carlos  J.  Warner. — The  career  of  the  late 
Carlos  J.  Warner,  of  Medina,  was  significantly 
characterized  by  courage,  confidence,  progres- 
siveness  and  impregnable  integrity  of  purpose, 
and  none  has  had  a  more  secure  place  in  the 
confidence  and  regard  of  the  people  of  Medina 
county  than  did  this  honored  citizen,  whose 
death  occurred  at  Lakeside  hospital,  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  on  January  19,  1901.  His 
life  was  one  of  signal  purity  and  of  inflexible 
devotion  to  principle,  and  while  he  attained 
to  a  large  measure  of  success  in  connection 
with  the  productive  activities  of  business,  he 
endured  his  full  quota  of  vicissitudes  and  re- 
verses, under  the  canopy  of  which  his  courage 
never  wavered,  nor  did  his  singleness  of  pur- 
pose find  aught  of  diversion  from  its  course. 
His  life  was  significantly  one  of  unostentation 
and  innate  modesty,  and  in  view  of  this  fact  it 
would  be  most  incongruous  to  indulge  in  pro- 
lix encomium  in  the  preparation  of  a  review 
of  his  career,  no  matter  how  much  the  writer 
might  be  moved  to  utter  words  of  praise  and 
commendation.  He  was  a  representative  of 
one  of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  Medina 
county,  where  his  entire  life  was  passed  and 
in  whose  welfare  he  ever  maintained  a  lively 
interest. 

Carlos  J.  Warner  was  born  on  a  farm  near 
Bagdad,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  May  29, 
1828,  and  thus  was  nearly  seventy-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  demise.  He  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  of  the  six  sons  of  Allen 
and  Mary  Warner,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  the 
state  of  Connecticut  and  numbered  themselves 
among  the  pioneers  of  Medina  county.  When 
he  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
took  up  their  residence  on  what  is  still  known 
as  the  old  Warner  homestead,  near  Medina 
Center.  There  he  was  reared  to  maturity 
under  the  strenuous  discipline  of  the  pioneer 
farm.  His  boyhood  and  youth  were  given  to 
assiduous  labor  on  the  farm,  and,  mindful  of 
his  early  experience,  he  ever  retained  a  deep 
appreciation  of  the  dignity  of  honest  toil,  the 
while  his  equally  definite  regard  for  other  and 
more  idyllic  phases  of  life  led  him  to  wish  for 
and  provide  for  his  children  the  advantages 
which  he  himself  had  been  denied.  His  edu- 
cational privileges  were  limited  to  a  desultory 
attendance  in  the  primitive  pioneer  schools, 
but  he  had  the  prescience  and  ambition  to 
make  the  most  of  such  opportunities.  He  be- 
came a  man  of  broad  information  and  dis- 
tinctive culture,  and  thus  exemplified  the  truth 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  historian  Gibbon, 
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to  the  effect  that  every  man  has  two  educa- 
tions, one  which  he  receives  ^  from  others,  and 
the  other,  of  infinitely  more  value,  that  he 
gains  for  himself. 

Concerning  the  initial  and  progressive  stages 
of  his  independent  career  the  following  appre- 
ciative estimate  appeared    in   the  Medina  Ga- 
zette at  the  time  of  his  death:  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one   years,   with   little   encouragement 
and  with  his  only  capital  a  stout  heart  and  a 
knowledge  of  how  to  work  and  work  hard,  he 
set  out   on   his   mercantile   career, — his  own 
choice  and  on  his  own  judgment.     He  came 
to   Medina  and  began  clerking  in  a  general 
store  owned  by  H.   G.   Blake.     He  at  once 
gained  the  confidence  and  won  the  friendship 
of  his  liberal  employer, — relations  which  con-  . 
tinned  firm  and  proved  helpful  to  him  to  the 
close  of  Mr.  Blake's  life.    Within  a  few  years 
he  was  made  a  partner  in  the  business  in  con- 
nection with  which  he  had  proved  himself  a 
faithful   and   energetic   clerk,   the  firm   name 
being  Blake  &  Warner.    Within  a  half  dozen 
years  he  was  sole  proprietor  of  a  general  store 
in  the  old  Castle  block,  on  the  corner  where 
J.   P.   Miller's   store  now    stands.     In     1861, 
through   the   financial   failure   of  another,   he 
was   forced  to  make  an  assignment  to  meet 
obligations  for  which  he  was  an  endorser.  This 
misiportune — in  no  way  his  fault — crippled  him 
in  a  business  way  for  the  next  ten  years  and 
brought  such  discouragements  and  embarrass- 
ments as  would  have  overcome  the  spirit  of  a 
man  less  self-reliant  than  Mr.  Warner.     For 
a  time  he  clerked  for  G.  A.  L.  Boult,  then  went 
into  the  grocery  business,  with  Alfred  Davis 
as  a  partner.     In  this  venture  he  lost  what 
little  he  had  accumulated,  and  under  these  con- 
ditions he  again  became  a  clerk  for  Mr.  Boult. 
Through   all   these   business   trials   he   never 
faltered  and  he  never  quit.     If  there  is  such 
a  thing  as  the  heroic  in  mercantile  life,  C.  J. 
Warner  played  that  part  from  1861  to  1870. 
In  the  latter  year,  after  "the  big  fire,"  in  Me- 
dina, he  purchased  the  remnant  stock  of  Louis 
Leon's  store  in  the  old  courthouse  block,  and 
again  set  up  in  business  for  himself,  his  stock 
in  trade  being  a  few  hundred  dollars*  worth 
of  dry^ods  and  an  excellent  business  repu- 
tation.   There  and  then  began  the  most  pros- 
perous mercantile  career  in  Medina's  history. 
The  success  so  long  and  so  faithfully  striven 
for — under  so  many  difficulties  and  reverses — 
had  come  and  wa^  to  continue  uninterrupted 
for  thirty  years.  In  1871  he  associated  himself 
with  R.  S.  Shepard,  under  the  firm  of  War- 


ner &  Shepard,  and  opened  the  Phoenix  dry- 
goods  store,  in  the  newly  built  Phoenix  block. 
This  partnership  continued  and  prospered  for 
six  and  one-half  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent,  Mr. 
Warner  continuing  in  the  Phoenix  store. 

In  1888  the  firm  became  C.  J.  Warner  & 
Son,  Carl  E.  Warner  being  the  partner.  In 
1890  the  commodious  store  room  on  the  west 
side  of  the  public  square  was  apportioned  and 
occupied.  In  1900  this  store  received  the 
large  and  handsome  addition  extending  to 
Washington  street.  In  October,  1900,  the  firm 
of  C.  J.  Warner  &  Son  was  merged  in  the 
Griggs  Company,  the  Medina  retaining  the 
name  of  its  founder,  while  he  became  an  im- 
portant stockholder  and  director  in  the  larger 
company.  Mr.  Warner  was  also  president  of 
the  Savings  Deposit  Bank  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  and  to  this  institution  he  had  lent  his 
exceptional  business  judgment  and  trusted 
name  in  promoting  its  success.  There  were 
other  important  business  interests  with  which 
he  was  activelv  associated,  and  death  found 
him  still  "in  the  harness,"  his  lifelong  energy 
unwearied  to  the  last.  Such,  in  brief  outline, 
is  the  story  of  a  business  career  marked  in 
every  detail  of  its  reverses  and  in  every  step 
of  its  advancement  by  personal  honor,  un- 
swerving integrity,  constant  energy  and  unde- 
feated courage,  and  crowned  with  unusual 
success. 

Carlos  J.  Warner  lived  a  simple,  unostenta- 
tious life.  He  was  essentially  a  modest  man. 
He  did  not  wear  his  virtues  on  his  sleeve ;  dur- 
ing a  long  life  he  did  what  he  believed  to  be 
honest,  true  and  fair,  without  explaining  or 
publishing  it  to  the  world,  and  passed  on  his 
way  satisfied  with  the  judgments  of  a  clear 
and  honest  conscience.  He  shrunk  from  praise, 
he  detested  flattery.  If  living,  he  would  wish 
no  voice  or  pen  should  publish  the  kindness, 
the  generosity,  the  many  evidences  of  honesty 
and  honor  that  were  in  his  heart  and  life. 
Living,  he  held  these  things  sacred  as  between 
himself  and  those  whom  he  loved  and  to  whom 
he  gave  his  confidence ;  now  dead,  it  would 
be  unfit  that  he  should  not  pass  from  life's  ac- 
tivities to  the  silent  world,  as  he  wished,  with- 
out eulogistic  praise,  desiring  only  that  he  be 
remembered  for  what  he  was  and  what  he 
did. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Warner  was  ever  liberal, 
loyal  and  progressive,  and  every  worthy  ob- 
ject advanced  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
communitv  received  his  influence  and  co-opera- 
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tion.  His  political  views  were  indicated  by 
the  allegiance  which  he  gave  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  was  well  fortified  in  his 
views  as  to  matters  of  public  polity.  He  had 
naught  of  ambition  for  official  preferment 
nor  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  He  was  essen- 
tially and  primarily  a  business  man,  and  such 
leisure  as  was  his  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  On  September  5,  1852,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Warner  to  Miss 
Xancy  C.  Loring,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Medina  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Ashley  Loring,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Mrs. 
Warner  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on 
June  4,  1871,  and  is  survived  by  four  children: 
Park  B. ;  Willis  L.,  who  is  a  merchant  in 
Marion,  Ohio;  Carl  E.,  who  is  now  the  head 
of  the  business  founded  by  his  father  so  many 
years  ago;  and  Harriet  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Viall,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
On  February  25.  1872,  Mr.  Warner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Amelia  M.  P.  Packard, 
widow  of  Joseph  O.  Packard.  She  was  born 
at  Lafayette,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Lorenzo  M.  Pierce,  ^yho  was  a  farmer  and 
resided  in  Lafayette,  Ohio.  No  children  were 
born  of  the  second  union.  Mrs.  Warner  sur- 
vives her  honored  husband  and  resides  in  the 
old  homestead,  endeared  to  her  by  the  hal- 
lowed memories  and  associations  of  the  past. 

Andrew  Griesinger. — The  popular,  wide- 
awake and  successful  real  estate  dealer,  An- 
drew Griesinger,  of  Medina,  is  a  native  of  the 
village  with  whose  progress  he  is  so  largely 
identified.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Cath- 
erine (Kunster)  Griesinger,  and  for  a  period 
of  forty  years  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
establishment  and  development  of  a  boot  and 
shoe  business  which,  during  its  later  period, 
had  become  a  leader  in  its  field.  His  death 
occurred  in  February,  1902.  The  elder  Mr. 
Griesinger  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, on  December  22,  1832,  spending  his 
boyhood  in  that  section  of  the  empire  and  there 
receiving  a  good  common  school  education  in 
his  native  language.  After  mastering  the 
shoemaker's  trade  he  traveled  for  a  time  as  a 
journeyman,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  When  he  landed  at  New  York 
he  was  in  debt  for  a  portion  of  his  passage 
money,  but  readily  found  employment,  squared 
himself  with  his  creditor,  and  remained  in  the 
metropolis  for  three  years.     He  then  came  to 


Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  three  years,  and  then  opened 
a  small  store  in  the  village  of  Medina.  Be- 
sides conducting  a  customs  department  he  em- 
ployed several  hands  and  built  up  a  large  and 
prosperous  business,  keeping  not  only  one  of 
the  best-selected  stocks  of  boots  and  shoes  in 
the  county,  but  having  a  high  reputation  for 
the  work  turned  out  from  his  own  establish- 
ment. In  1870  his  stock  and  store  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire,  but  on  December  i 
of  that  year  he  completed  and  occupied  the 
substantial  brick  building  now  occupied  by  his 
sons.  For  many  years  after  he  started  his 
little  business  at  Medina  Mr.  Griesinger  manu- 
factured the  boots  which  he  sold,  but  as  his 
means  increased  and  the  demand  in  that  line 
also  decreased  he  discontinued  that  branch  al- 
together. 

On  November  29,  1859,  Andrew  Griesing^er, 
Sr.,  wedded  Miss  Catharine  Kunster,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents,  while  still  a  girl,  and 
settled  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county. 
Seven  of  the  nine  children  are  living  as  fol- 
lows :  C.  L. ;  A.  G. ;  William  E. :  George  C. ; 
Louis  B.,  a  member  of  the  C.  C.  Hill  Com- 
pany, of  Toledo,  Ohio ;  Mary,  who  married  E. 
B.  Hamlin  and  resides  in  Cleveland;  and  An- 
drew, who  resides  with  his  widowed  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Medina. 

Andrew  Greisinger,  Jr.,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Me- 
dina, and  soon  after  completing  his  schooling 
began  business  on  his  own  account.  He  grad- 
ually drifted  into  the  buying  and  selling  of 
village  lots  and  found  the  transactions  so 
profitable  that  he  commenced  to  purchase  small 
tracts  to  subdivide  and  improve.  This  is  his 
specialty  at  present,  and  he  has  valuable  hold- 
ings in  Medina,  besides  dealing  to  some  extent 
in  the  citv  of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  Mason  (mem- 
ber  of  Medina  Lodge  No.  58)  and  a  Knight 
of  Pythias,  and  he  is  as  popular  socially  as  in 
a  business*  wav. 

Bert  J.  Reisinger. — Worthy  of  especial 
note  in  this  work  is  Bert  J.  Reisinger,  a  lead- 
ing contractor  and  builder  of  Lorain  county, 
who  has  served  as  trustee  of  Elyria  township 
since  1903,  and  is  always  among  the  foremost 
in  matters  pertaining  to  its  development.  The 
son  of  a  farmer,  Martin  Reisinger,  he  was 
born,  October  8,  1868,  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  coming  from  thrifty  pio- 
neer stock,  his  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob 
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and  Elizabeth  Reisinger,  having  settled  in  the 
Western  Reserve  in  Liverpool  township,  Me- 
dina county,  on  coming  to  this  country  from 
Germany,  being  103  days  on  the  water,  while 
his  maternal  grandparents  located  in  Lorain, 
Ohio,  coming  to  the  United  States  from  Eng- 
land. 

Born  and  reared  in  Medina  county,  Martin 
Reisinger  became  familiar  with  the  theory  and 
practice  of  agriculture,  and  has  followed  this 
branch  of  industry  throughout  his  life.  When 
married,  he  and  his  bride  began  housekeeping 
in  a  log  house  in  Liverpool,  Medina  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  land  fo  a  number  of  years.  About 
1888  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  at  farming  until  the  spring 
of  1904  when  he  erected  a  house  near  his  son, 
Bert  J.,  and  is  living  retired,  though  he  still 
owns  the  farm  in  Grafton  townsnip.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Standen,  was 
born  in  Black  River  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  they  were  married.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  George,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
steam  laundry  business  at  De  Funiak  Springs, 
Florida ;  Bert  J. ;  Fred,  a  farmer  in  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  county ;  Harley,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  the  same  locality; 
\>rna,  a  successful  agriculturist  of  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county ;  and  Earl,  residing 
on  the  "Half  Way  House''  farm  in  Elvria 
township.  Since  the  marriage  of  Martin  Reis- 
inger and  his  wife  death  has  never  invaded  the 
home  circle,  their  children  and  grandchildren 
all  being  spared  to  them.  They  are  people  of 
solid  worth,  and  valued  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  Bert  J.  Reisinger  began 
his  independent  career  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, for  three  years  being  engaged,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  George,  in  the  dry- 
goods  and  grocery  business,  a  part  of  the  time 
just  outside  of  the  village  of  Grafton,  and  a 
part  of  the  time  in  the  village.  Going  then  to 
Dover,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Reisinger 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years, 
and  then  began  contracting  in  Lorain,  Amherst 
and  Elyria,  his  operations  being  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  city  of  Elyria.  In  addition  to 
contracting  and  building,  he  has  dealt  quite  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate,  in  all  of  his  undertak- 
ings showing  excellent  judgment,  and  meeting 
w-ith  success.     He  located  in  Elyria  township 


in  1894,  and  in  1897  took  possession  of  his 
present  residential  property,  at  Stop  No.  12,  on 
the  Green  Line  Electric  Cars,  in  Lake  avenue. 
Mr.  Reisinger  remodeled  the  house  after  mov- 
ing in,  putting  in  all  modern  conveniences,  in- 
cluding a  hot  water  heating  plant,  baths,  a  tele- 
phone, etc.,  doing  all  of  the  plumoing  and  other 
work  without  outside  help,  installing  all  of  the 
improvements  himself.  His  home  estate  con- 
tains fifteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  he  also 
owns  a  farm  of  thirty-two  acres  on  Lake  ave- 
nue, the  property  known  as  the  *'Half  Way 
House." 

Mr.  Reisinger,  in  his  political  views,  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  high  de- 
gree, and  has  filled  vario\is  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
township  trustee,  and  held  the  office  two  terms 
until  January  i,  1910  when  his  term  expired 
and  he  declined  to  accept  a  renomination.  He 
is  now  president  of  the  school  board  of  Elyria 
township,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  five 
years  and  president  since  January  i,  1908. 
For  three  years  he  was  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Elyria  township.  Mr.  Reisinger 
was  the  prime  mover  and  leading  spirit  in  the 
erection  oi  the  modern  two-story  brick  school 
house  in  district  No.  5,  completed  in  1909.  He 
has  during  the  past  seven  years  been  president 
of  the  Elyria  Builders*  Association,  and  from 
the  time  of  its  organization  until  the  expiration 
ot  his  term  of  office,  January  i,  ^910,  he  was 
secretary  of  the  Lorain  County  Township 
Trustees  and  Clerks'  Association. 

Mr.  Reisinger  married  in  Dover  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  April  12,  1894,  Sophronia 
M.  Rotheran,  who  was  born  August  2^,  1871, 
in  Farmer  City,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  T.  B. 
and  Louisa  (Harris)  Rotheran,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while 
the  latter  was  born  in  Farmer  City,  Illinois,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union  of  \lr.  and  Mrs. 
Reisinger.  namely :  Hazel  M.,  Fern  E.,  Muriel 
V.  and  Tempa  N. 

William  E.  Hem  meter,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  drygoods  business  of  Me- 
dina for  the  past  twenty  years,  is  the  local 
member  of  the  widely  known  firm,  the  Warner 
Store  Company.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  June  7,  1871,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Daniel  and  Louise  (Kiihn)  Hem- 
meter.  The  father,  who  is  a  retired  marble 
cutter  and  dealer  of  Medina,  is  a  native    of 
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tion.  His  political  views  were  indicated  by 
the  allegiance  which  he  gave  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  was  well  fortified  in  his 
views  as  to  matters  of  public  polity.  He  had 
naught  of  ambition  for  official  preferment 
nor  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  He  was  essen- 
tially and  primarily  a  business  man,  and  such 
leisure  as  was  his  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  On  September  5,  1852,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Warner  to  Miss 
Nancy  C.  Loring,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Medina  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Ashley  Loring,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Mrs. 
Warner  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on 
June  4,  1871,  and  is  survived  by  four  children: 
Park  B. ;  Willis  L.,  who  is  a  merchant  in 
Marion,  Ohio;  Carl  E.,  who  is  now  the  head 
of  the  business  founded  by  his  father  so  many 
years  ago;  and  Harriet  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Viall,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
On  February  25,  1872,  Mr.  Warner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Amelia  M.  P.  Packard, 
widow  of  Joseph  O.  Packard.  She  was  born 
at  Lafayette,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Lorenzo  M.  Pierce,  ^yho  was  a  farmer  and 
resided  in  Lafayette,  Ohio.  No  children  were 
born  of  the  second  union.  Mrs.  Warner  sur- 
vives her  honored  husband  and  resides  in  the 
old  homestead,  endeared  to  her  by  the  hal- 
lowed memories  and  associations  of  the  past. 

Andrew  Grtesinger. — The  popular,  wide- 
awake and  successful  real  estate  dealer,  An- 
drew Griesinger,  of  Medina,  is  a  native  of  the 
village  with  whose  progress  he  is  so  largely 
identified.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Cath- 
erine (Kunster)  Griesinger,  and  for  a  period 
of  forty  years  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
establishment  and  development  of  a  boot  and 
shoe  business  which,  during  its  later  period, 
had  become  a  leader  in  its  field.  His  death 
occurred  in  February,  1902.  The  elder  Mr. 
Griesinger  was  born  in  Wurtemberg.  Ger- 
many, on  December  22,  1832,  spending  his 
boyhood  in  that  section  of  the  empire  and  there 
receiving  a  good  common  school  education  in 
his  native  language.  After  mastering  the 
shoemaker's  trade  he  traveled  for  a  time  as  a 
journeyman,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  When  he  landed  at  New  York 
he  was  in  debt  for  a  portion  of  his  passage 
money,  but  readily  found  employment,  squared 
himself  with  his  creditor,  and  remained  in  the 
metropolis  for  three  years.     He  then  came  to 


Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  three  years,  and  then  opened 
a  small  store  in  the  village  of  Medina.  Be- 
sides conducting  a  customs  department  he  em- 
ployed several  hands  and  built  up  a  large  and 
prosperous  business,  keeping  not  only  one  of 
the  best-selected  stocks  of  boots  and  shoes  in 
the  county,  but  having  a  high  reputation  for 
the  work  turned  out  from  his  own  establish- 
ment. In  1870  his  stock  and  store  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire,  but  on  December  i 
of  that  year  he  completed  and  occupied  the 
substantial  brick  building  now  occupied  by  his 
sons.  For  many  years  after  he  started  his 
little  business  at  Medina  Mr.  Griesinger  manu- 
factured the  boots  which  he  sold,  but  as  his 
means  increased  and  the  demand  in  that  line 
also  decreased  he  discontinued  that  branch  al- 
together. 

On  November  29,  1859,  Andrew  Griesinger, 
Sr.,  wedded  Miss  Catharine  Kunster,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents,  while  still  a  girl,  and 
settled  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county. 
Seven  of  the  nine  children  are  living  as  fol- 
lows :  C.  L. ;  A.  G. ;  William  E. ;  George  C. ; 
Louis  R.,  a  member  of  the  C.  C.  Hill  Com- 
pany, of  Toledo,  Ohio ;  Mary,  who  married  E. 
B.  Hamlin  and  resides  in  Cleveland;  and  An- 
drew, who  resides  with  his  widowed  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Medina. 

Andrew  Greisinger,  Jr.,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Me- 
dina, and  soon  after  completing  his  schooling 
began  business  on  his  own  account.  He  grad- 
ually drifted  into  the  buying  and  selling  of 
village  lots  and  found  the  transactions  so 
profitable  that  he  commenced  to  purchase  small 
tracts  to  subdivide  and  improve.  This  is  his 
specialty  at  present,  and  he  has  valuable  hold- 
ings in  Medina,  besides  dealing  to  some  extent 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  Mason  (mem- 
ber of  Medina  Lodge  No.  58)  and  a  Knight 
of  Pythias,  and  he  is  as  popular  socially  as  in 
a  business- way. 

Bert  J.  Reisinger. — Worthy  of  especial 
note  in  this  work  is  Bert  J.  Reisinger,  a  lead- 
ing contractor  and  builder  of  Lorain  county, 
w^ho  has  served  as  trustee  of  Elyria  township 
since  1903,  and  is  always  among  the  foremost 
in  matters  pertaining  to  its  development.  The 
son  of  a  farmer,  Martin  Reisinger,  he  was 
born,  October  8,  1868,  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  coming  from  thrifty  pio- 
neer stock,  his  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob 
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and  Elizabeth  Reisinger,  having  settled  in  the 
Western  Reserve  in  Liverpool  township,  Me- 
dina county,  on  coming  to  this  country  from 
Germany,  being  103  days  on  the  water,  while 
his  maternal  grandparents  located  in  Lorain, 
Ohio,  coming  to  the  United  States  from  Eng- 
land. 

Born  and  reared  in  Medina  county,  Martin 
Reisinger  became  familiar  with  the  theory  and 
practice  of  agriculture,  and  has  followed  this 
branch  of  industry  throughout  his  life.  When 
married,  he  and  his  bride  began  housekeeping 
in  a  log  house  in  Liverpool,  Medina  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  clearing  and  improv- 
ing the  land  fo  a  number  of  years.  About 
1888  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county,  where  he  was  suc- 
cessfully engaged  at  farming,  until  the  spring 
of  1904  when  he  erected  a  house  near  his  son, 
Bert  J.,  and  is  living  retired,  though  he  still 
owns  the  farm  in  Grafton  townsnip.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Standen,  was 
born  in  Black  River  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  they  were  married.  Six  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, namely:  George,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
steam  laundry  business  at  De  Funiak  Springs, 
Florida ;  Bert  J. ;  Fred,  a  farmer  in  Eaton 
township,  Lorain  county ;  Harley,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  in  the  same  locality; 
X'erna.  a  successful  agriculturist  of  Grafton 
township,  Lorain  county ;  and  Earl,  residing 
on  the  **Half  Way  House"  farm  in  Elyria 
township.  Since  the  marriage  of  Martin  Reis- 
inger and  his  wife  death  has  never  invaded  the 
home  circle,  their  children  and  grandchildren 
all  being  spared  to  them.  They  are  people  of 
solid  worth,  and  valued  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  church. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  and  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  Bert  J.  Reisinger  began 
his  independent  career  on  attaining  his  ma- 
jority, for  three  years  being  engaged,  in  part- 
nership with  his  brother  George,  in  the  dry- 
g.oods  and  grocery  business,  a  part  of  the  time 
just  outside  of  the  village  of  Grafton,  and  a 
part  of  the  time  in  the  village.  Going  then  to 
Dover,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  Mr.  Reisinger 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  two  years, 
and  then  began  contracting  in  Lorain,  Amherst 
and  Elyria,  his  operations  being  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  citv  of  Elyria.  In  addition  to 
contracting  and  building,  he  has  dealt  quite  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate,  in  all  of  his  undertak- 
ings showing  excellent  judgment,  and  meeting 
wath  success.     He  located  in  Elyria  township 


in  1894,  and  in  1897  took  possession  of  his 
present  residential  property,  at  Stop  No.  12,  on 
the  Green  Line  Electric  Cars,  in  Lake  avenue, 
Mr.  Reisinger  remodeled  the  house  after  mov- 
ing in,  putting  in  all  modern  conveniences,  in- 
cluding a  hot  water  heating  plant,  baths,  a  tele- 
phone, etc.,  doing  all  of  the  plumoing  and  other 
work  without  outside  help,  installing  all  of  the 
improvements  himself.  His  home  estate  con- 
tains fifteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  he  also 
owns  a  farm  of  thirty-two  acres  on  Lake  ave- 
nue, the  property  known  as  the  *'Half  Way 
House." 

Mr.  Reisinger,  in  his  political  views,  is  a 
stanch  Republican  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens  to  a  high  de- 
gree, and  has  filled  various  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility.  In  1903  he  was  elected 
township  trustee,  and  held  the  office  two  terms 
until  January  i,  1910  when  his  term  expired 
and  he  declined  to  accept  a  renomination.  He 
is  now  president  of  the  school  board  of  Elyria 
township,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  five 
years  and  president  since  January  i,  1908. 
For  three  years  he  was  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Elyria  township.  Mr.  Reisinger 
was  the  prime  mover  and  leading  spirit  in  the 
erection  o'f  the  modern  two-storv  brick  school 
house  in  district  No.  5,  completed  in  1909.  He 
has  during  the  past  seven  years  been  president 
of  the  Elyria  Builders'  Association,  and  from 
the  time  of  its  organization  until  the  expiration 
ot  his  term  of  office,  January  i,  ^910,  he  was 
secretary  of  the  Lorain  County  Township 
Trustees  and  Clerks'  Association. 

Mr.  Reisinger  married  in  Dover  township, 
Cuyahoga  county,  April  12,  1894,  Sophronia 
M.  Rotheran,  who  was  born  August  27,  187 1, 
in  Farmer  City,  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  T.  B. 
and  Louisa  (Harris)  Rotheran,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  while 
the  latter  was  born  in  Farmer  City,  Illinois,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Kentucky.  Four  chil- 
dren have  blessed  the  union  of  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Reisinger,  namely :  Hazel  M.,  Fern  E.,  Muriel 
V.  and  Tempa  N. 

William  E.  Hem  meter,  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  drygoods  business  of  Me- 
dina for  the  past  twenty  years,  is  the  local 
member  of  the  widely  known  firm,  the  Warner 
Store  Company.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  June  7,  1871,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Daniel  and  Louise  (Kuhn)  Hem- 
meter.  The  father,  who  is  a  retired  marble 
cutter  and  dealer  of  Medina,  is  a  native    of 
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Syracuse,  New  York,  born  on  August  4,  1848. 
During  his  infancy  his  parents  brought  him  to 
Cleveland,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  in  the  marble-cutting  trade,  and 
afterward  followed  that  occupation  both  in 
that  city  and  at  Massillon,  Ohio.  In  1872 
Daniel  Hemmeter  became  a  resident  of  Me- 
dina, and  established  the  Medina  Marble 
Works,  with  himself  as  both  proprietor  and 
employe.  But  his  business  so  increased  that 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  employ  seven  skilled 
workmen,  and  he  conducted  the  business  for 
a  number  of  years  with  a  fair  degree  of  profit. 
Since  retiring  from  it  he  has  lived  a  quiet  life 
at  Medina.  On  August  4,  1870,  Mr.  Hem- 
meter  married  Miss  Louise  Kiihn,  a  native  of 
Massillon,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers 
of  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

William  E.,  of  this  sketch,  completed  his 
education  in  Medina  as  a  graduate  of  the  city 
high  school,  and  when  he  left  school  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Phoenix  Drygoods  Company  of 
Medina,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some 
nine  years,  being  at  one  time  manager  of  the 
company  and  afterward  proprietor.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  marble 
and  granite  business,  after  which  he  went  to 
Kenton.  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  Reece  House.  Upon  his  return  to 
Medina  he  assumed  charge  of  the  C.  J.  Warner 
store  at  that  point,  and  in  1895  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Warner  Store  Company  there. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Hemmeter  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  public  matters, 
and  has  also  participated  in  their  management 
to  a  considerable  extent.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  four  years  and 
can  always  be  depended  upon  for  both  sound 
advice  and  useful  work  in  affairs  of  municipal 
concern.  He  is  also  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  good  results  of  the  organized  fraternal 
and  benevolent  work  among  the  secret  or- 
ders, and  is  a  member  of  both  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Masonic  bodies.  In  the  former  he  belongs 
to  Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  26  and  the  Even- 
ing Star  Encampment,  having  passed  all  the 
chairs,  and,  as  a  Mason,  is  identified  with 
Medina  Lodge  No.  58  and  Medina  Chapter. 
In  1896  Mr.  Hemmeter  married  Miss  Nellie 
M.  Emery,  of  Medina,  a  daughter  of  James 
Emery,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are 
Katherine  E.  and  Laurence  B.  Hemmeter. 

Joseph  H.  Freeman,  who,  for  some  time 
has  been  retired  from  the  operation  of  his  fine 


old  farm  near  Seville,  Portage  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  venerable  and  honored-  citizens  of 
Leroy.  He  is  still  a  director  in  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  and  his  identi- 
fication with  that  institution  for  thirty-two 
years  places  him  in  the  class  of  citizens  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  Western  Reserve  and 
in  placing  the  great  farming  element  in  a  po- 
sition of  security  and  comfort.  Captain  Free- 
man was  originally  a  Whig  and  a  Republican 
before  he  became  a  Union  soldier;  like  thou- 
sands who  passed  through  the  scorching  dis- 
cipline of  the  Civil  war  he  has  never  seen  fit  to 
break  away  from  the  party  of  Lincoln  and 
Grant,  and  still  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
with  a  faithfulness  which  should  be  a  lesson 
to  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  or- 
ganization^ 

The  Captain  is  a  native  of  Westfield  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  born  on  January  8,  1826, 
to  Rufus  and  Clarissa  (St.  John)  Freeman, 
and  there  were  eight  other  children  in  the 
family,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Cortland  county.  New 
York,  and  in  1823  the  father  traveled  by 
wagon  to  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  joined 
the  grandfather,  and  the  two  went  on  to  the 
forest  country  near  the  present  site  of  Seville, 
being  obliged  to  cut  a  road  to  the  place  they 
had  selected  as  a  home.  This  is  now  part  of 
the  land  so  long  occupied  and  still  owned  by 
the  son  and  grandson  of  these  pioneers.  Rufus 
Freeman,  Sr.,  and  Rufus  Freeman,  Jr.,  were 
also  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  their  com- 
bined service  covers  about  forty  years  of  use- 
ful and  kindly  labors  in  the  founding  of 
Christianity  throughout  this  section  of  the 
Reserve.  For  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
the  younger  man  (father  of  Captain  Free- 
man) also  served  as  president  of  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company  and  his  services 
in  that  connection  were  highly  appreciated. 

Joseph  H.  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  located  in  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  on  a  tract  of  360  acres. 
While  thus  eng;iged,  in  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  was  afterward  promoted  to  be  adju- 
tant of  the  regiment  in  which  he  conducted 
himself  with  bravery  and  good  judgment.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
Iowa  farm,  but  when  his  father  died  in  1875 
he  sacrificed  his  interests  in  that  state,  again 
located  on  the  home  farm  in  Westfield  town- 
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ship  and  thus  prevented  the  property  from 
passing  into  outside  hands.  He  there  contin- 
ued to  farm  and  raise  live  stock — especially 
of  the  Durham  breed — until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  agriculture  and  his  change 
of  residence  to  the  village  of  Leroy.  Not- 
withstanding his  age,  he  is  still  energetic  and 
takes  especial  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Army  and  of  the  First  Baptist  church. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  legislature 
from  Medina  county  for  two  years.  His  wife, 
who  died  in  October,  1905,  was  formerly  Miss 
Caroline  Wilcox.  She  was  born  in  Lewis 
county,  New  York,  in  the  year  1827,  and  was 
ar  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Ward) 
Wilcox,  who  migrated  to  the  west  in  1835. 
The  four  children  of  their  marriage  were  as 
follows:  James  A.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Horace  J.,  of  Leroy; 
Dr.  Charles  D.,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in 
Cleveland;  and  Clara  E.,  who  married  B.  M. 
Hastings,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce  is  the  president 
of  the  Fordyce-Osborne  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  mercantile  enterprises  in  the  city  of 
Youngstown.  He  is  also  interested  in  other 
Youngstown  enterprises,  and  connected  with 
many  of  its  charitable  and  philanthropic  in- 
stitutions. He  is  president  and  director  of 
The  Apartment  House  Company,  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  First  National  Bank,  The  Dollar 
Savings  &  Trust  Company,  and  the  Ohio 
Leather  Company;  he  is  president  of  The 
Youngstown  Hospital  Association,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce,  born  at  Scipio,  in 
Cayuga  county.  New  York,  September  29, 
i860,  descends  from  Revolutionary  stock,  and 
from  old  Scotch  ancestry.  His  great-great- 
grandfather, Nathaniel  Horton,  was  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  one  of  the  private 
soldiers  in  this  company  was  Benjamin  For- 
dyce, great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  In  1790  Benjamin  Fordyce  married 
Rebecca  Horton,  daughter  of  Captain  Horton, 
in  whose  company  he  had  served  during  the 
Revolutionary  war,  and  five  years  later  they 
moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Scipio,  New  York, 
settling  on  the  same  farm  on  which  George 
Lincoln  Fordyce  was  born  many  years  later. 
They  were  pioneers  in  that  section  of  Central 
New  York,  and  endured  many  hardships,  in- 
cident  to   locating   so    far   from   civilization. 


John,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Fordyce  and  Rebecca 
Horton,  was  bom  at  Chester,  in  Morris  county, 
New  Jersey,  in  1791,  and  married  Anna  Wil- 
kinson of  Scipio,  New  York,  in  1835.  They 
had  but  one  son,  John  Horton  Fordyce,  who 
was  born  August  23,  1836. 

John  Horton  Fordyce,  the  son  of  John  For- 
dyce, and  Anna  Wilkinson,  and  the  father  of 
George  L.  Fordyce,  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Scipio,  and  educated  in  the  local 
schools.  In  the  month  of  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-eighth  New  York  State  Volunteers,  as 
a  private,  refusing  the  captaincy  of  the  com- 
pany, which  it  was  desired  he  should  accept. 
His  death  occurred  nine  weeks  later,  on  No- 
vember 13,  1862,  near  Washington,  D.  C.  He 
had  married  Louisa  Close  on  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1859,  ^"d  was  survived  by  his  young 
wife  and  their  son,  then  less  than  two  years 
old.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  the 
middle  name  of  Lincoln,  in  honor  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  this  being  one  of  the  last 
requests  made  by  the  soldier  father  before 
leaving  for  the  front. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  town  of  Scipio,  new 
York.  In  1876  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral store  in  Scipio  Center,  New  York,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  in  a  grocery  store  in 
Auburn,  New  York,  and  later  became  a  clerk 
in  the  Cayuga  County  National  Bank,  of  that 
city.  In  1883,  he  came  to  Youngstown  and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  on  the 
corner  of  West  Federal  and  Phelps  streets, 
where  the  business  of  which  he  is  the  head  is 
still  conducted,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  which  this  business  is  carried  on. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1890,  Mr.  Fordyce  was 
married  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  to  Grace  Wal- 
ton, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Oyer) 
Walton.  They  have  had  the  following,  chil- 
dren :  George  Lincoln  Fordyce,  who  bore  his 
father's  name,  was  born  August  18,  1892,  and 
died  October  nth,  1900;  Rebecca  Walton, 
born  May  20,  1894,  and  Louise  Horton,  born 
August  3,  1898. 

Carroll  Thornton,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Mahoning  county, 
whose  name  initiates  this  article  is  one  of  the 
progressive  business  men  and  honored  citizens 
of  Youngstown,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Youngstown  laundry,  whose  equipment 
and    facilities    are    of   the   best   metropolitan 
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tion.  His  political  views  were  indicated  by 
the  allegiance  which  he  gave  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  he  was  well  fortified  in  his 
views  as  to  matters  of  public  polity.  He  had 
naught  of  ambition  for  official  preferment 
nor  the  turmoil  of  public  life.  He  was  essen- 
tially and  primarily  a  business  man,  and  such 
leisure  as  was  his  was  devoted  to  his  family 
and  friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  On  September  5,  1852,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Warner  to  Miss 
Nancy  C.  Loring,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Medina  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Ashley  Loring,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Mrs. 
Warner  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on 
June  4,  1671,  and  is  survived  by  four  children: 
Park  B. ;  Willis  L.,  who  is  a  merchant  in 
Marion,  Ohio;  Carl  E.,  who  is  now  the  head 
of  the  business  founded  by  his  father  so  many 
years  ago;  and  Harriet  E.,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
W.  A.  Viall,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
On  February  25,  1872,  Mr.  Warner  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Amelia  M.  P.  Packard, 
widow  of  Joseph  O.  Packard.  She  was  born 
at  Lafayette,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the 
late  Lorenzo  M.  Pierce,  who  was  a  farmer  and 
resided  in  Lafayette,  Ohio.  No  children  were 
born  of  the  second  union.  Mrs.  Warner  sur- 
vives her  honored  husband  and  resides  in  the 
old  homestead,  endeared  to  her  by  the  hal- 
lowed memories  and  associations  of  the  past. 

Andrew  Grtesinger. — The  popular,  wide- 
awake and  successful  real  estate  dealer,  An- 
drew Griesinger,  of  Medina,  is  a  native  of  the 
village  with  whose  progress  he  is  so  largely 
identified.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Cath- 
erine (Kunster)  Griesinger,  and  for  a  period 
of  forty  years  his  father  was  engaged  in  the 
establishment  and  development  of  a  boot  and 
shoe  business  which,  during  its  later  period, 
had  become  a  leader  in  its  field.  His  death 
occurred  in  February,  1902.  The  elder  Mr. 
Griesinger  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Ger- 
many, on  December  22,  1832,  spending  his 
boyhood  in  that  section  of  the  empire  and  there 
receiving  a  good  common  school  education  in 
his  native  language.  After  mastering  the 
shoemaker's  trade  he  traveled  for  a  time  as  a 
journeyman,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  When  he  landed  at  New  York 
he  was  in  debt  for  a  portion  of  his  passage 
money,  but  readily  found  employment,  squared 
himself  with  his  creditor,  and  remained  in  the 
metropolis  for  three  years.     He  then  came  to 


Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  for  three  years,  and  then  opened 
a  small  store  in  the  village  of  Medina.  Be- 
sides conducting  a  customs  department  he  em- 
ployed several  hands  and  built  up  a  large  and 
prosperous  business,  keeping  not  only  one  of 
the  best-selected  stocks  of  boots  and  shoes  in 
the  county,  but  having  a  high  reputation  for 
the  work  turned  out  from  his  own  establish- 
ment. In  1870  his  stock  and  store  were  de- 
stroyed by  the  great  fire,  but  on  December  I 
of  that  year  he  completed  and  occupied  the 
substantial  brick  building  now  occupied  by  his 
sons.  For  many  years  after  he  started  his 
little  business  at  Medina  Mr.  Griesinger  manu- 
factured the  boots  which  he  sold,  but  as  his 
means  increased  and  the  demand  in  that  line 
also  decreased  he  discontinued  that  branch  al- 
together. 

On  November  29,  1859,  Andrew  Griesinger, 
Sr.,  wedded  Miss  Catharine  Kunster,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  her  parents,  while  still  a  girl,  and 
settled  in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county. 
Seven  of  the  nine  children  are  living  as  fol- 
lows :  C.  L. ;  A.  G. ;  William  E. ;  George  C. ; 
Louis  B.,  a  member  of  the  C.  C.  Hill  Com- 
pany, of  Toledo,  Ohio ;  Mary,  who  married  E. 
B.  Hamlin  and  resides  in  Cleveland;  and  An- 
drew, Avho  resides  with  his  w^idowed  mother  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Medina. 

Andrew  Greisinger,  Jr.,  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  and  high  schools  of  Me- 
dina, and  soon  after  completing  his  schooling 
began  business  on  his  own  account.  He  grad- 
ually drifted  into  the  buying  and  selling  of 
village  lots  and  found  the  transactions  so 
profitable  that  he  commenced  to  purchase  small 
tracts  to  subdivide  and  improve.  This  is  his 
specialty  at  present,  and  he  has  valuable  hold- 
ings in  Medina,  besides  dealing  to  some  extent 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  Alason  (mem- 
ber of  Medina  Lodge  No.  58)  and  a  Knight 
of  Pythias,  and  he  is  as  popular  socially  as  in 
a  business  way. 

Bert  J.  Reisinger. — Worthy  of  especial 
note  in  this  work  is  Bert  J.  Reisinger,  a  lead- 
ing contractor  and  builder  of  Lorain  county, 
who  has  served  as  trustee  of  Elyria  township 
since  1903,  and  is  always  among  the  foremost 
in  matters  pertaining  to  its  development.  The 
son  of  a  farmer,  Martin  Reisinger,  he  was 
born,  October  8,  1868,  in  Liverpool  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  coming  from  thrifty  pio- 
neer stock,  his  paternal  grandparents,  Jacob 
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chased  112  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  had 
been  clearied.  Working  with  a  will,  he  made 
improvements  of  value,  placing  the  land  under 
a  high  state  of  culture,  and  as  his  money  ac- 
cumulated he  wisely  invested  in  more  land,  be- 
coming owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  305  acres. 
He  erected  a  commodious  residence  on  the 
place,  building  it  of  black  walnut  timber  which 
was  cut  on  his  estate,  and  also  sawed  in  a  mill 
in  this  locality.  This  house  was  occupied  by 
the  family  until  1908,  when  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  He  continued  as  a  general  farmer  in 
this  township  until  his  death,  October  5,  1898. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  though 
never  an  aspirant  for  political  favors  served 
in  several  township  offices.  Religiously  he  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Witter  married,  February  28,  1847, 
Arena  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Morris)  Campbell  and  ten  children  were  born 
to  them,  namely:  Eunice  R.  born  September 
II,  1848;  Sarah  M.,  March  8,  1851 ;  Dolly  M., 
December  20,  1852;  James  M.,  January  12, 
1855  J  ^lary  A.,  October  6,  1857 ;  Florence, 
January  2,  1859;  Douglas  E.,  December  2, 
1861 ;  Flora,  April  '24,  1864 ;  Elijah  C,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1867;  and  Ruel,  August  28,  1869. 
Two,  Dolly  ^I.  and  Florence,  died  while  small, 
one  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  the  other  when 
nine.  A  son,  James  M.,  was  drowned  in  1876, 
and  seven  are  now  living.  Ruel  has  always 
lived  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  Oc- 
tober 15,  1901.  Izetta  Coonrad,  a  daughter  of 
Asa  and  Clara  (Watson)  Coonrad,  of  San- 
dusky county.  Four  children  were  born  to 
Ruel  Witter  and  wife,  namely:  Ralph  J.,  Law- 
rence A.,  Melvin  A.  and  Bruce  R.  He  is  the 
owner  of  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Witter  sur- 
vived her  husband,  and  is  now  a  bright  and  ac- 
tive woman  of  eighty-two  years,  her  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  August  30.  1827,  in  Erie  county. 

Elijah  C.  Witter,  their  son,  was  born  Jan- 
uary 17,  1867,  on  the  home  farm.  Beginning 
his  studies  in  the  district  schools,  he  subse- 
quently attended  the  Castalia  high  school  two 
terms  and  the  Milan  Institute  one  term.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  parental  roof-tree,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  has  since  been  successfully  emploved  in 
general  farming,  at  the  present  time  being  also 
employed  by  the  government  as  a  mail  carrier. 
He  married,  in  1890,  Margaret  W.  Print  ice.  a 
daughter  of  X.  E.  Printice.  Mr.  Printice  was 
born  in  Margaretta  township  in  1832  and  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  many  years.  In  1889  he 
moved  to  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  where  he  still 


resides.  On  April  18,  1855,  ^^^-  Printice  mar- 
ried Emily  Wadsworth,  who  was  born,  June 
17,  1836,  at  Avon  Springs,  Xew  York,  and 
when  six  months  old  was  brought  by  her  par- 
ents to  Margaretta  township.  She  died  in  De- 
cember, 1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  EHjah  C.  Witter 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  one  of 
whom  has  passed  to  the  higher  life,  and  four 
are  living,  namely:  Mabel  E.,  Nettie  E.,  Mar- 
garet and  Sarah  Emily.  Mr.  Witter  is  a  stead- 
fast Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Cas- 
talia. Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Modern  Maccabees,  and  to  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  of  which  his  father  was  also  a 
member. 

Millard  F.  Jones. — Endowed  by  nature 
with  the  push,  energy  and  enterprise  character- 
istic of  the  true-bom  American,  Millard  F. 
Jones  is  widely  and  favorably  known  to  the 
traveling  public  as  proprietor  of  the  Morton 
House,  in  Leroy.  A  genial  and  accommodating 
host,  he  has  an  excellent  patronage,  the  guests 
at  his  hotel  being  always  well  entertained  and 
invariably  speak  a  good  word  for  the  house. 
A  son  of  Jonathan  S.  Jones,  he  was  born,  June 
14,  1870,  in  the  village  of  Leroy,  coming  from 
pioneer  ancestry,  his  paternal  grandfather. 
Isaac  Jones,  having  been  an  early  settler  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  Isaac  Jones  married 
Sally  Simmons  and  in  1823  came  from  Bristol, 
New  York,  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  settling 
in  Westfield  township.  Taking  up  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  he  cleared  an  opening,  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  from  the  forest  cleared  and 
improved  a  homestead,  on  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  sheep  raising  until  his 
death. 

Jonathan  S.  Jones  was  born  in  Westfield 
township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  1839.  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits.  When 
ready  to  start  in  life  for  himself  he  bought 
land  in  Westfield  township,  and  as  a  general 
farmer  and  sheep  raiser  met  with  good  success, 
having  at  times  from  three  hundred  to  six 
hundred  sheep  in  his  flock.  Retiring  from 
active  labor  in  1897,  ^^  moved  from  his  farm 
to  the  village  of  Leroy,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  married  Harriet  Phillips,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Simeon  Phillips,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Medina  county.  She  died  in  March,  1898, 
leaving  three  children,  namely:  A.  L.  Jones, 
M.  F.  Jones  and  Hattie  Jones.  Jonathan  S. 
Jones  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
the   others   being  as   follows:     Andrew,   de- 
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Rdsinger,  having  settled  in  the 
Reserve  in  Liverpool  township.  Me- 
county,  on  coming  to  this  country  from 
ly,  being  103  days  on  the  water,  while 
Ib  maternal  grandparents  locaterl  in  Lorain, 
QUo,  coining  to  the  United  States  from  En^- 


Bom  and  reared  in  Medina  count  v,  Mart  in 
became  familiar  with  the  the^^r^v  and 
of  agriculture,  and  has  followed  thi-. 
hmich  of  industry  throughout  his  life.  WIh-m 
married,  he  and  his  bride  began  hotisik<'''iiing 
IB  a  log  house  in  Liverpof^l,  Medina  'oniiiv, 
he  was  engaged  in  clearing  and  iitiprov 
the  land  fo  a  number  of  vfrars.  About 
1888  he  removed  with  his  famiiv  to  ^#r;iftoii 
township,  Lorain  county,  whcnr  lu-  w;i .  w 
cessfuUy  engaged  at  farmin;^^  until  tli'-  ^-priti;.^ 
of  1904  when  he  erected  a  hoii-c  iM-ar  hi  ;oii, 
Bert  J.,  and  is  living  retirt-d,  tlioii;(li  \\*-  till 
owns  the  farm  in  Cjrafton  town-nip.  I  li-  wif'-, 
whose  maiden  name  wa-  Sarali  St;ind<-n,  v.  as 
bom  in  Black  River  town-hip.  Lorain  'onnty, 
where  thev  were  married.  Si:<  '  liildnrj  li;iv 
been  bom  of  their  union,  all  of  v. Ijoni  ;ir''  liv 
ing,  namely:  Gcorj^*-,  wlio  i-  «n;.'a^"-'I  in  tin- 
steam  laundrv  bu-in'--s  a^  \>*-  j-nniak  Sprni^^  . 
Florida;  Bert  J.:  I'n-d.  a  i;ir?ii'-r  in  l".;iton 
township,  Lorain  ronnt ;.  :  llarl'-y.  ''n;^'a;^"d  ni 
agricultural  pnr-in'-  in  tlj#-  -aru*-  lo<  ality ; 
Vema,  a  -iicc— ir]l  aj^ri'ultnri-t  of  '/raft on 
township.  Lorain  ^onnt.  :  and  I'jirl.  r'-iMin;^ 
on  the  "Half  W'av  Jlon'-"  farm  in  f'.l»ri;i 
township,  ."^in^r-  thr-  niarria;,"-  of  .Martin  l<<i . 
inger  and  Iji-  v.if«-  d'-aOi  ha^  ti'-vr  invad'-d  tli<- 
home  circle;,  their  rljildr«n  and  ^'rand'  liildr^-n 
all  beinj^  -j/arcd  to  tli*  in.  'I  Ivy  ap:  ji«opl<-  of 
solid  wor-li.  and  valii'-d  ni*inlj<r-.  of  th*-  M<*tli- 
odi-t  Kpi-^'^/l^al  ^Ininli. 

Jlroutrht  \\\>  on  iIm-  lionMr  f;irnj,  and  '-du'-at^-d 
in  the  di-tri<  l  Tch'^e/l-.  i/'-rt  J.  \<i'\  xw^yr  U*\i;*i\\ 
his  indepen^l'-nt  can-cr  on  attainin;^  hi-  ina- 
joritv.  for  three  years  Ijein;^  en;;a;<<'d.  in  part- 
nership with  lii-  brother  ^/eor^'*-,  in  th«-  dry- 
j:/xjd>  and  grocery  bn-iness,  a  part  of  tin-  time 
just  outside  of  the  villij^^e  of  Grafton,  and  a 
part  of  the  time  in  the  villa;^*'.  '  /oiiij<  th<  11  to 
Dover.  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohi*/,  .Mr.  Kei-inger 
followed  the  cariK-nter's  trad*-  for  two  year^, 
and  then  l>egan  contracting  in  Lorain,  .Amherst 
and  Klyria,  his  of>eration'^  U'ing  confined  prin- 
cipally to  the  citv  of  Klyria.  In  addition  to 
contracting  and  building,  he  has  dealt  quite  ex- 
tensively in  real  estate,  in  all  of  his  undertak- 
ings showing  excellent  judgment,  and  meeting 
with  success,     lie  located  in  Klyria  township 


in  |H^;4,  and  in  1H97  t<x)k  possession  of  his 
present  residential  pro|)erty,  at  Stop  Xo.  12.  on 
the  f  ireen  Line  Klectric  Cars,  in  Lake  avenue. 
Mr.  Keisiiigcr  remodeled  the  house  after  mov- 
ing in,  putting  in  all  modern  conveniences,  in- 
cluding a  hot  water  heating  plant,  baths,  a  tele- 
phone-, He,  doing  all  of  the  plumoing  and  other 
work  without  outside  help,  installing  all  of  the 
improvements  himself.  I  lis  home  estate  con- 
tain- MU'i'w  acns  of  valuable  land,  and  he  also 
owns  a  farm  of  thirty -two  acres  on  I^ke  ave- 
mie,  thi'  property  known  as  the  ''lialf  Wav 
llou.e." 

Mr.  Kei-in^er,  in  his  pr>litical  views,  is  a 
stan<li  kepnhlitan  and  enjoys  the  confidence 
and  e-i«'<-m  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  a  high  de- 
S^Ti'i',  and  ha^  lilNwl  various  positions  of  trust 
and  p-  pon-.ihilii;, ,  In  J'yf;,^  he  was  elected 
to-An-hip  tni  fei-,  aurl  Im-M  iJh.  riflicc  twrj  terms 
nntil  January  1,  I'^io  when  his  term  expired 
and  h«-  d*-'  lin<'d  I0  a<ei|;t  a  renomination.  lie 
i.  no-.v  pre  i/I/-ni  of  the  -,<  hool  hoard  of  hJvria 
town-hip,  of  whi'h  he  ha\  hei-ti  a  member  five 
yar\  and  pi'-  id'iit  .in<  e  January  i.  m/>8. 
lor  threr  year-  he  wa-.  pre-.irl<-ril  of  tin-  Inmrd 
of  trn-rti*'.  of  l.lyria  town-hip.  .Mr.  Kei^injrfr 
w;is  the  prime  mover  and  leadin;<  spirit  in  the 
er*' tion  of  the  niod'-rn  \\\'t  ir;ry  hriek  -ehool 
hou  e  in  di  triM  '.'0.  5,  '  omphtrd  in  M//;.  lie 
li;r  durinj.^  the  pa  t  '•,ev<n  \ear  he«-n  pre  ident 
of  tlM-  l'Jyri;i  Ituilders'  A-.-.riciation,  and  from 
thi-  tini'-  of  it  or^'ani/ation  until  the  exjiiration 
01  hi     t'-rm  of  of'fi<e.  January  i.  Myio,  he  was 

'•ereiary    of    the    Lorain     (ounty     Town'-hijj 

Irnt'-e^  and  <  lerk-'  A^-oeiation. 

Mr.  I<eirinj/er  marrierl  ju  |>A'er  trnvn^hip. 
^  u;.aho;^a  er^imty,  April  u.  iH(^.  So]»hronia 
M.  Kotlji-ran.  who  wa-  horn  Auj^nst  Z],  1X7 1. 
in  l-armrr  Tity.  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  T,  \\. 
and  Loui-a  /llarri-;  Rotheran.  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  native  of  Th-veland.  Ohio,  while 
the  latter  was  l><jrn  in  I'armer  City.  Illinois,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  Kentu<ky.  l'*otir  chil- 
dren hav<*  hle-.-erl  the  union  of  Nir.  and  .Mr**. 
Rei-inger,  namely:  Hazel  M,.  I'r-rn  \\.,  .Mtiriel 
\'.  and  Tempa  .\. 

U'li.i.iAM  K.  Hk.m MKiKK,  wlio  has  been 
j'detUi fieri  with  the  flrygf^ods  bu**iness  of  Me- 
dina for  the  past  twenty  years,  is  the  local 
member  of  the  widely  known  firm,  the  Warner 
Store  Company.  lie  was  Ixirn  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland.  r)hio.  on  June  7,  1871,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Daniel  and  Loui'-e  ?Kiihn)  Hem- 
meter.  The  father,  who  is  a  retired  marble 
cutter  and  dealer  of  Medina,  is  a  native    of 
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Syracuse,  New  York,  born  on  August  4,  1848. 
During  his  infancy  his  parents  brought  him  to 
Cleveland,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  in  the  marble-cutting  trade,  and 
afterward  followed  that  occupation  both  in 
that  city  and  at  Massillon,  (Dhio.  In  1872 
Daniel  Hemmeter  became  a  resident  of  Me- 
dina, and  established  the  Medina  Marble 
Works,  with  himself  as  both  proprietor  and 
employe.  But  his  business  so  increased  that 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  employ  seven  skilled 
workmen,  and  he  conducted  the  business  for 
a  number  of  years  with  a  fair  degree  of  profit. 
Since  retiring  from  it  he  has  lived  a  quiet  life 
at  Medina.  On  August  4,  1870,  Mr.  Hem- 
meter  married  Miss  Louise  Kiihn,  a  native  of 
Massillon,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers 
of  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

William  E.,  of  this  sketch,  completed  his 
education  in  Medina  as  a  graduate  of  the  city 
high  school,  and  when  he  left  school  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Phoenix  Drygoods  Company  of 
Medina,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some 
nine  years,  being  at  one  time  manager  of  the 
company  and  afterward  proprietor.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  marble 
and  granite  business,  after  which  he  went  to 
Kenton,  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  Reece  House.  Upon  his  return  to 
Medina  he  assumed  charge  of  the  C.  J.  Warner 
store  at  that  point,  and  in  1895  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Warner  Store  Company  there. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Hemmeter  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  public  matters, 
and  has  also  participated  in  their  management 
to  a  considerable  extent.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  four  years  and 
can  always  be  depended  upon  for  both  sound 
advice  and  useful  work  in  affairs  of  municipal 
concern.  He  is  also  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  good  results  of  the  organized  fraternal 
and  benevolent  work  among  the  secret  or- 
<lers.  and  is  a  member  of  both  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Masonic  bodies.  In  the  former  he  belongs 
to  Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  26  and  the  Even- 
ing Star  Encampment,  having  passed  all  the 
chairs,  and,  as  a  Mason,  is  identified  with 
Medina  Lodge  Xo.  58  and  Medina  Chapter. 
In  1896  Mr.  Hemmeter  married  Miss  Nellie 
M.  Emery,  of  Medina,  a  daughter  of  James 
Emery,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are 
Katherine  E.  and  Laurence  B.  Hemmeter. 

Joseph  H.  Freeman,  who,  for  some  time 
has  been  retired  from  the  operation  of  his  fine 


old  farm  near  Seville,  Portage  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  venerable  and  honored-  citizens  of 
Leroy.  He  is  still  a  director  in  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Companyj  and  his  identi- 
fication with  that  institution  for  thirty-two 
years  places  him  in  the  class  of  citizens  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  Western  Reserve  and 
in  placing  the  great  farming  element  in  a  po- 
sition of  security  and  comfort.  Captain  Free- 
man was  originally  a  Whig  and  a  Republican 
before, he  became  a  Union  soldier;  like  thou- 
sands who  passed  through  the  scorching  dis- 
cipline of  the  Civil  war  he  has  never  seen  fit  to 
break  away  from  the  party  of  Lincoln  and 
Grant,  and  still  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
with  a  faithfulness  which  should  be  a  lesson 
to  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

The  Captain  is  a  native  of  Westfield  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  born  on  January  8,  1826, 
to  Rufus  and  Clarissa  (St.  John)  Freeman, 
and  there  were  eight  other  children  in  the 
family,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Cortland  county.  New 
York,  and  in  1823  the  father  traveled  by 
wagon  to  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  joined 
the  grandfather,  and  the  two  went  on  to  the 
forest  country  near  the  present  site  of  Seville, 
being  obliged  to  cut  a  road  to  the  place  they 
had  selected  as  a  home.  This  is  now  part  of 
the  land  so  long  occupied  and  still  owned  by 
the  son  and  grand$on  of  these  pioneers.  Rufus 
Freeman,  Sr.,  and  Rufus  Freeman,  Jr.,  were 
also  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  their  com- 
bined service  covers  about  forty  years  of  use- 
ful and  kindly  labors  in  the  founding  of 
Christianity  throughout  this  section  of  the 
Reserve.  For  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
the  younger  man  (father  of  Captain  Free- 
man) also  served  as  president  of  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company  and  his  services 
in  that  connection  were  highly  appreciated. 

Joseph  H.  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  located  in  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  on  a  tract  of  360  acres. 
While  thus  engaged,  in  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  was  afterward  promoted  to  be  adju- 
tant of  the  regiment  in  which  he  conducted 
himself  with  bravery  and  good  judgment.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
Iowa  farm,  but  when  his  father  died  in  1875 
he  sacrificed  his  interests  in  that  state,  again 
located  on  the  home  farm  in  Westfield  town- 
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ship  and  thus  prevented  the  property  from 
p2ssing  into  outside  hands.  He  there  contin- 
ued to  farm  and  raise  live  stock — especially 
of  the  Durham  breed — until  his  retire- 
ment from  active  agriculture  and  his  change 
of  residence  to  the  village  of  Leroy.  Not- 
withstanding his  age,  he  is  still  energetic  and 
takes  especial  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Grand  Army  and  of  the  First  Baptist  church. 
In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio  legislature 
from  Medina  county  for  two  years.  His  wife, 
who  died  in  October,  1905,  was  formerly  Miss 
Caroline  Wilcox.  She  was  born  in  Lewis 
county,  New  York,  in  the  year  1827,  and  was 
ar  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Eliza  (Ward) 
Wilcox,  who  migrated  to  the  west  in  1835. 
The  four  children  of  their  marriage  were  as 
follows :  James  A.,  who  is  now  a  resident  of 
St.  Louis,  Missouri;  Horace  J.,  of  Leroy; 
Dr.  Charles  D.,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in 
Cleveland;  and  Clara  E.,  who  married  B.  M. 
Hastings,  of  Akron,  Ohio. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce  is  the  president 
of  the  Fordyce-Osborne  Company,  one  of  the 
largest  mercantile  enterprises  in  the  city  of 
Youngstown.  He  is  also  interested  in  other 
Youngstown  enterprises,  and  connected  with 
many  of  its  charitable  and  philanthropic  in- 
stitutions. He  is  president  and  director  of 
The  Apartment  House  Company,  also  a  di- 
rector of  the  First  National  Bank,  The  Dollar 
Savings  &  Trust  Company,  and  the  Ohio 
Leather  Company ;  he  is  president  of  The 
Youngstown  Hospital  Association,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  a  trustee  of  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce,  born  at  Scipio,  in 
Cayuga  county.  New  York,  September  29, 
i860,  descends  from  Revolutionary  stock,  and 
from  old  Scotch  ancestry.  His  great-great- 
grandfather, Nathaniel  Horton,  was  captain 
of  a  company  in  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  one  of  the  private 
soldiers  in  this  company  was  Benjamin  For- 
dyce, great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  In  1790  Benjamin  Fordyce  married 
Rebecca  Horton,  daughter  of  Captain  Horton, 
in  whose  company  he  had  served  during  the 
Revolutionary  war.  and  five  years  later  they 
moved  from  New  Jersey  to  Scipio,  New  York, 
settling  on  the  same  farm  on  which  George 
Lincoln  Fordyce  was  born  many  years  later. 
They  were  pioneers  in  that  section  of  Central 
New  York,  and  endured  many  hardships,  in- 
cident   to    locating    so    far    from    civilization. 


John,  a  son  of  Benjamin  Fordyce  and  Rebecca 
Horton,  was  born  at  Chester,  in  Morris  county, 
New  Jersey,  in  1791,  and  married  Anna  Wil- 
kinson of  Scipio,  New  York,  in  1835.  They 
had  but  one  son,  John  Horton  Fordyce,  who 
was  born  August  23,  1836. 

John  Horton  Fordyce,  the  son  of  John  For- 
dyce, and  Anna  Wilkinson,  and  the  father  of 
George  L.  Fordyce,  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  in  Scipio,  and  educated  in  the  local 
schools.  In  the  month  of  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-eighth  New  York  State  Volunteers,  as 
a  private,  refusing  the  captaincy  of  the  com- 
pany, which  it  was  desired  he  should  accept. 
His  death  occurred  nine  weeks  later,  on  No- 
vember 13,  1862,  near  Washington,  D.  C.  He 
had  married  Louisa  Close  on  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1859,  and  was  survived  by  his  young 
wife  and  their  son,  then  less  than  two  years 
old.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  given  the 
middle  name  of  Lincoln,  in  honor  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  this  being  one  of  the  last 
requests  made  by  the  soldier  father  before 
leaving  for  the  front. 

George  Lincoln  Fordyce  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  town  of  Scipio,  new 
York.  In  1876  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  gen- 
eral store  in  Scipio  Center,  New  York,  where 
he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then  accepted  a 
position  as  bookkeeper  in  a  grocery  store  in 
Auburn,  New  York,  and  later  became  a  clerk 
in  the  Cayuga  County  National  Bank,  of  that 
city.  In  1883,  he  came  to  Youngstown  and 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  on  the 
corner  of  West  Federal  and  Phelps  streets, 
where  the  business  of  which  he  is  the  head  is 
still  conducted,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  the 
property  in  which  this  business  is  carried  on. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1890,  Mr.  Fordyce  was 
married  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  to  Grace  Wal- 
ton, daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  (Oyer) 
Walton.  They  have  had  the  following,  chil- 
dren :  George  Lincoln  Fordyce,  who  bore  his 
father's  name,  was  born  August  18,  1892,  and 
died  October  nth,  1900;  Rebecca  Walton, 
born  May  20,  1894,  and  Louise  Horton,  born 
August  3,  1898. 

Carroll  Thornton,  a  member  of  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Mahoning  county, 
whose  name  initiates  this  article  is  one  of  the 
progressive  business  men  and  honored  citizens 
of  Youngstown,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
the  Youngstown  laundry,  whose  equipment 
and    facilities    are    of    the    best   metropolitan 
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Syracuse,  New  York,  born  on  August  4,  1848. 
During  his  infancy  his  parents  brought  him  to 
Cleveland,  where  he  served  his  apprenticeship 
of  three  years  in  the  marble-cutting  trade,  and 
afterward  followed  that  occupation  both  in 
that  city  and  at  Massillon,  Ohio.  In  1872 
Daniel  Hemmeter  became  a  resident  of  Me- 
dina, and  established  the  Medina  Marble 
Works,  with  himself  as  both  proprietor  and 
employe.  But  his  business  so  increased  that 
he  was  finally  obliged  to  employ  seven  skilled 
workmen,  and  he  conducted  the  business  for 
a  number  of  years  with  a  fair  degree  of  profit. 
Since  retiring  from  it  he  has  lived  a  quiet  life 
at  Medina.  On  August  4,  1870,  Mr.  Hem- 
meter  married  Miss  Louise  Kiihn,  a  native  of 
Massillon,  whose  parents  were  early  settlers 
of  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

William  E.,  of  this  sketch,  completed  his 
education  in  Medina  as  a  graduate  of  the  city 
high  school,  and  when  he  left  school  was  em- 
ployed by  the  Phoenix  Drygoods  Company  of 
Medina,  with  whom  he  remained  for  some 
nine  years,  being  at  one  time  manager  of  the 
company  and  afterward  proprietor.  He  then 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  marble 
and  granite  business,  after  which  he  went  to 
Kenton.  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  as  the  proprietor 
of  the  Reece  House.  Upon  his  return  to 
Medina  he  assumed  charge  of  the  C.  J.  Warner 
store  at  that  point,  and  in  1895  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Warner  Store  Company  there. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Hemmeter  has 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  local  public  matters, 
and  has  also  participated  in  their  management 
to  a  considerable  extent.  He  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  city  council  for  four  years  and 
can  always  be  depended  upon  for  both  sound 
advice  and  useful  work  in  affairs  of  municipal 
concern.  He  is  also  a  thorough  believer  in 
the  good  results  of  the  organized  fraternal 
and  benevolent  work  among  the  secret  or- 
<lers,  and  is  a  member  of  both  the  Odd  Fellows 
and  Masonic  bodies.  In  the  former  he  belongs 
to  Morning  Star  Lodge  No.  26  and  the  Even- 
ing Star  Encampment,  having  passed  all  the 
chairs,  and,  as  a  Mason,  is  identified  with 
Medina  Lodge  No.  58  and  Medina  Chapter. 
In  1896  Mr.  Hemmeter  married  Miss  Nellie 
M.  Emery,  of  Medina,  a  daughter  of  James 
Emery,  and  the  children  born  to  them  are 
Katherine  E.  and  Laurence  B.  Hemmeter. 

Joseph  H.  Freeman,  who,  for  some  time 
has  been  retired  from  the  operation  of  his  fine 


old  farm  near  Seville,  Portage  county,  is  one 
of  the  most  venerable  and  honored-  citizens  of 
Leroy.  He  is  still  a  director  in  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  and  his  identi- 
fication with  that  institution  for  thirty-two 
years  places  him  in  the  class  of  citizens  who 
have  been  instrumental  in  advancing  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  Western  Reserve  and 
in  placing  the  great  farming  element  in  a  po- 
sition of  security  and  comfort.  Captain  Free- 
man was  originally  a  Whig  and  a  Republican 
before  he  became  a  Union  soldier;  like  thou- 
sands who  passed  through  the  scorching  dis- 
cipline of  the  Civil  war  he  has  never  seen  fit  to 
break  away  from  the  party  of  Lincoln  and 
Grant,  and  still  votes  the  Republican  ticket 
with  a  faithfulness  which  should  be  a  lesson 
to  many  of  the  younger  members  of  the  or- 
ganization. 

The  Captain  is  a  native  of  Westfield  town- 
ship, Medina  county,  born  on  January  8,  1826, 
to  Rufus  and  Clarissa  (St.  John)  Freeman, 
and  there  were  eight  other  children  in  the 
family,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Cortland  county.  New 
York,  and  in  1823  the  father  traveled  by 
wagon  to  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  joined 
the  grandfather,  and  the  two  went  on  to  the 
forest  country  near  the  present  site  of  Seville, 
being  obliged  to  cut  a  road  to  the  place  they 
had  selected  as  a  home.  This  is  now  part  of 
the  land  so  long  occupied  and  still  owned  by 
the  son  and  grandson  of  these  pioneers.  Rufus 
Freeman,  Sr.,  and  Rufus  Freeman,  Jr.,  were 
also  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  their  cc«ti- 
bined  service  covers  about  forty  years  of  use- 
ful and  kindly  labors  in  the  founding  of 
Christianity  throughout  this  section  of  the 
Reserve.  For  several  years  prior  to  his  death 
the  younger  man  (father  of  Captain  Free- 
man) also  served  as  president  of  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company  and  his  services 
in  that  connection  were  highly  appreciated. 

Joseph  H.  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-eight  years  of  age,  and  located  in  Scott 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock  raising  on  a  tract  of  360  acres. 
While  thus  engxiged,  in  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  was  afterward  promoted  to  be  adju- 
tant of  the  regiment  in  which  he  conducted 
himself  with  bravery  and  good  judgment.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his 
Iowa  farm,  but  when  his  father  died  in  1875 
he  sacrificed  his  interests  in  that  state,  again 
located  on  the  home  farm  in  Westfield  town- 
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chased  112  acres  of  land,  a  part  of  which  had 
been  cleared.  Working  with  a  will,  he  made 
improvements  of  value,  placing  the  land  under 
a  high  state  of  culture,  and  as  his  money  ac- 
cumulated he  wisely  invested  in  more  land,  be- 
coming owner  of  a  valuable  farm  of  305  acres. 
He  erected  a  commodious  residence  on  the 
place,  building  it  of  black  walnut  timber  which 
was  cut  on  his  estate,  and  also  sawed  in  a  mill 
in  this  locality.  This  house  was  occupied  by 
the  family  until  1908,  when  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  He  continued  as  a  general  farmer  in 
this  township  until  his  death,  October  5,  1898. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  though 
never  an  aspirant  for  political  favors  served 
in  several  township  offices.  Religiously  he  was 
a  consistent  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

Mr.  Witter  married,  February  28,  1847, 
Arena  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Morris)  Campbell  and  ten  children  were  born 
to  them,  namely :  Eunice  R.  born  September 
II,  1848;  Sarah  M.,  March  8,  1851  ;  Dolly  M., 
December  20,  1852:  James  M.,  January  12, 
1855;  ^^ary  A.,  October  6,  1857:  Florence, 
January  2,  1859:  Douglas  E.,  December  2, 
1861  ;  Flora.  April  24,  1864;  Elijah  C,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1867;  and  Rucl,  August  28,  1869. 
Two,  Dolly  y\.  and  I^'lorence,  died  while  small, 
one  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  the  other  when 
nine.  A  son,  James  M.,  was  drowned  in  1876, 
and  seven  are  now  living.  Ruel  has  always 
lived  on  the  old  homestead.  He  married,  Oc- 
tober 15,  i</)i.  Izctta  Coonrad,  a  daugjiter  of 
Asa  and  Clara  ( Watson )  C(K)nrad,  of  San- 
dusky count V.  l''r)ur  children  were  born  to 
Ruel  Witter  and  wift*.  namely:  Ralph  J.,  Law- 
rence A.,  Mclvin  A.  and  Mruce  R.  lie  is  the 
owner  of  the  old  homestead.  Mrs.  Witter  sur- 
vived her  husband,  and  is  now  a  bright  and  ac- 
tive woman  of  eighty-two  years,  her  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  August  30,  1X27,  in  iCrie  county. 

Elijah  C.  Witter,  their  son,  was  horn  Jan- 
uary 17,  1867,  on  the  home  farm.  Heginning 
his  studies  in  the  district  schools,  he  subse- 
quently attended  the  C'astalia  high  sch(K)l  two 
terms  and  the  Milan  Institute  one  term.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  jjarental  roof-tree,  he 
turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  has  since  been  successfully  employed  in 
general  farming,  at  the  present  time  being  also 
employed  by  the  government  as  a  mail  carrier. 
He  married,  in  i8(p,  Margaret  W.  Printice,  a 
daughter  of  X.  E.  Printice.  Mr.  Printice  was 
born  in  Margaretta  township  in  1832  and  was 
a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  many  years.  In  1889  he 
moved  to  Paulding  county,  Ohio,  where  he  still 


resides.  On  April  18,  1855,  Mr.  Printice  mar- 
ried Emily  Wadsworth,  who  was  bom,  June 
17,  1836,  at  Avon  Springs,  Xew  York,  and 
when  six  months  old  was  brought  by  her  par- 
ents to  Margaretta  township.  She  died  in  De- 
cember, 1898.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elijah  C.  Witter 
became  the  parents  of  five  children,  one  of 
whom  has  passed  to  the  higher  life,  and  four 
are  living,  namely:  Mabel  E.,  Xeitie  E..  Mar- 
garet and  Sarah  Emily.  Mr.  Witter  is  a  stead- 
fast Republican  in  p)olitics,  and  is  a  valued 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  at  Cas- 
talia.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Modern  ^laccabees,  and  to  the  Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  of  which  his  father  was  also  a 
member. 

Millard  F.  Joxes. — Endowed  by  nature 
with  the  push,  energy  and  enterprise  character- 
istic of  the  true-born  American,  Millard  F. 
Jones  is  widely  and  favorably  known  to  the 
traveling  public  as  proprietor  of  the  Morton 
House,  in  Leroy.  A  genial  and  accommodating 
host,  he  has  an  excellent  patronage,  the  guests 
at  his  hotel  being  always  well  entertained  and 
invariably  speak  a  good  word  for  the  house. 
A  son  of  Jonathan  S.  Jones,  he  was  bom,  June 
14,  1870,  in  the  village  of  Leroy,  coming  from 
pioneer  ancestry,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Isaac  Jones,  having  been  an  early  settler  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  Isaac  Tones  married 
Sally  Simmons  and  in  1823  came  from  Bristol, 
Xew  York,  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  settling 
in  Westfield  township.  Taking  up  a  tract  of 
wild  land,  he  cleared  an  openings  erected  a 
log  cabin,  and  from  the  forest  cleared  and 
improved  a  homestead,  on  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  sheep  raising  until  his 
death. 

Jonathan  S.  Jones  was  born  in  Westfield 
township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  i83(),  and 
was  reared  to  agricultural  ])ursuits.  When 
ready  to  start  in  life  for  himself  he  bought 
land  in  Westfield  township,  and  as  a  general 
farmer  and  sheep  raiser  met  with  good  success, 
having  at  times  from  three  hundred  to  six 
hundred  sheej)  in  his  Hock.  Retiring  from 
active  labor  in  \Hi)y,  he  moved  from  his  farm 
to  the  vill.'ige  of  Leroy,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided, lie  married  Harriet  Phillips,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Simeon  Phillips,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Medina  county.  She  died  in  .March,  18^)8, 
leaving  three  children,  namely:  A.  I^.  Jones, 
M.  F.  Jones  and  Ilattie  Jones.  Jonathan  S. 
Jones  was  one  of  a  family  of  eight  children, 
the  others   being  as   follows:     Andrew.  He- 
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ceased;  Isaiah;  Erwin;  Louis  H.,  living  on 
the  old  homestead;  Roxy;  Elmina,  and  Abby, 
all  deceased. 

After  leaving  Leroy  High  School,  in  which 
he  completed  his  early  studies,  Millard  F. 
Jones  assisted  his  father  in  the  care  of  the 
farm  for  a  number  of  seasons.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  with  an  ambitious  desire  to  see 
more  of  our  great  country,  he  went  to  Port- 
land, Oregon,  remaining  there  two  years. 
Returning  then  to  Leroy,  Mr.  Jones  engaged 
extensively  in  the  live  stock  •  business,  dealing 
in  sheep,  cattle  and  hogs,  Cleveland  being  his 
principal  market.  In  May,  1906,  he  embarked 
in  the  hotel  and  livery  business,  becoming  pro- 
prietor of  the  Leroy  House,  with  which  he 
has  since  been  associated.  This  hotel  is  well 
furnished  and  finely  equipped,  having  twenty 
rooms,  and  in  connection  with  the  house  is  a 
five-acre  tract  of  land,  which  Mr.  Jones  farms 
in  connection  with  his  hotel.  In  January, 
1897,  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  Ohio 
Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  and  still  holds 
the  position.  Mr.  Jones  married  in  October, 
1894,  Miss  Emma  Young,  of  Lodi,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Bayer) 
Young. 

Lewis  Edwards.  A  well  known  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  dairyman  of  Paris  town- 
ship, Lewis  Edwards  is  numbered  among  the 
active  and  prosperous  business  men  who  are 
contributing  towards  the  development  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  industrial  interests  of  this 
part  of  Portage  county.  A  native  of  Wales, 
he  was  born,  February  18,  1850,  in  Cardigan, 
a  son  of  Thomas  and  Matilda  (Lewis)  Ed- 
wards, who  spent  their  lives  in  their  native 
land.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Thomas 
Edwards,  and  his  maternal  grandfather  was 
Hugh  Lewis,  both  life-long  residents  of  Wales. 

The  second  child  in  a  family  consisting  of 
four  boys  and  four  girls,  Lewis  Edwards  was 
educated  in  the  common  schools,  remaining 
with  his  parents  until  attaining  his  majority. 
Ambitious  then  to  seize  every  opportunity  for 
advancing  his  financial  condition,  he  emigrated 
to  America,  coming  first  to  Paris  township, 
where  he  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  a 
time.  Going  then  to  Cleveland,  where  there 
was  much  building  going  on,  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  tw^o  brothers^  Edward  Evans 
and  David  Evans,  and  subsequently  located 
in  Newburg,  where  he  built  up  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder,     the     firm     to     which     he     belonged 


becoming  widely  and  favorably  known.  The 
partnership  being  dissolved,  Mr.  Edwards  pur- 
chased land  in  Paris  township  in  1892,  and  has 
since  been  actively  and  successfully  engaged 
in  general  farming  and  dairying. 

Mr.  Edwards  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  in  1879,  Selina  Harrison,  who 
was  born  in  Pottsville,  Pennsylvania,  and  died, 
in  1880,  in  Newburg,  leaving  no  children.  Mr. 
Edwards  married  for  his  second  wife,  in  1889, 
Mary  James,  who  was  born  in  South  Wales, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Lewis)  James, 
who  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1846,  locating  in 
Palmyra  township.  Politically  Mr.  Edwards 
is  a  Republican ;  religiously  he  belongs  to  the 
Episcopal  church ;  and  fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Newburg  Lodge,  No.  379,  F.  and  A. 
M. ;  and  of  Newburg  Lodge,  A.  O.  F. 

John  Stambaugh,  who  died  in  New  York 
City,  March  5,  1888,  was  one  of  the  ablest  of 
Youngstown's  business  leaders,  an  eminent 
figure  in  the  development  of  the  iron  and  coal 
industries  of  the  middle  w^est  for  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  one  who  is  especially  deserving  of  a 
permanent  and  high  place  in  a  history  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  because  of  his  constant  iden- 
tification with  all  the  movements  designed  for 
the  highest  welfare  of  his  home  community. 
In  connection  with  Governor  David  Tod,  Mr. 
Stambaugh  opened  the  famous  Brier  Hill  coal 
mine,  which  was  the  beginning  of  the  coal 
mining  industry  in  the  Mahoning  Valley.  As 
this  great  business,  in  turn,  accomplished  more 
than  all  else  to  make  Youngstown  a  leading 
center  of  commerce  and  manufactures,' he  is 
gratefully  and  admiringly  remembered  by 
thousands  of  men  and  their  families  as  the 
godfather  of  their  comfort  and  prosperity. 
Although  Mr.  Stambaugh  was  affiliated  with 
neither  church  nor  benevolent  societies,  his 
name  is  widely  and  deeply  honored  for  the 
many  practical  benefits  which  he  conferred 
upon  the  community — benefits  which  came 
close  to  the  hearts  of  men  and  wortien,  to 
their  homes  and  children.  The  deceased  was 
known  as  a  firm  Republican,  but  never  figured 
as  a  politician. 

Outside  the  material  and  civic  interests  on 
which  he  left  the  stamp  of  his  strong  and  fine 
character,  Mr.  Stambaugh  is  also  represented 
in  the  present  generation  by  the  following, 
children :  Grace  G.,  who  is  the  accomplished 
wife  of  Frederick  D.  Wilkerson,  of  Youngs- 
town; Henry  Hamilton,  who  attended  Cornell 
University,  and  who  is  president  of  the  Brier 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1603 


Hill  Iron  and  Coal  Company;  John,  Jr.,  also 
educated  at  Cornell,  who  is  president  of  the 
William  Tod  Company  and  treasurer  of  the 
Youngstown  Steel  Company;  and  George,  an 
extensive  stock  farmer  at  McGuffey,  Hardin 
county. 

The  late  John  Stambaugh  was  born  at  Brier 
Hill,  Mahoning  county,  March  8,  1827,  and 
was  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Bower)  Stam- 
baugh. After  obtaining  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  Youngstown,  he  pursued  a  business 
course  in  Cincinnati.  At  the  beginning  of  his 
independent  career  .he  became  identified  with 
the  coal  and  iron  enterprises  conducted  by  the 
Tod  family,  and  it  was  in  this  association  that 
he  found  the  required  field  for  his  broad  busi- 
ness talents.  For  many  years  he  was  the  active 
manager,  in  the  field,  of  all  those  vast  interests, 
and,  with  his  broadening  activities  and  respon- 
sibilities, wealth  and  power  came  to  him.  In 
the  management  and  development  of  the  busi- 
ness he  went  abroad  several  times,  first  in  1871. 
Upon  two  of  his  European  trips  he  was  ac- 
companied by  his  entire  family,  and  these 
tours  were  always  recalled  as  events  of  inex- 
pressible pleasure  and  great  mutual  profit.  In 
the  later  years  of  his  life,  with  increasing 
business  cares  and  weakened  health,  Mr.  Stam- 
baugh was  often  abroad  at  the  famous  water- 
ing places.  Mr.  Stambaugh  was  the  founder 
of  the  Youngstown  City  Hospital,  one  of  the 
finest  institutions  of  its  kind  in  Eastern  Ohio. 

On  September  12,  1854,  Mr.  Stambaugh 
married  Miss  Caroline  Hamilton,  who  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county,  of  English  ancestr>', 
and  died  March  14,  1904.  Her  parents  were 
William  and  Mary  (Hull)  Hamilton,  her 
father  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  a 
soldier  of  181 2  when  he  settled  in  Ohio.  His 
death  occurred  in  1846,  his  wife  having  pre- 
ceded him  in  1832.  Mrs.  Stambaugh  was  the 
youngest  of  the  nine  children  born  to  this 
couple. 

John  Richardson  is  a  retired  farmer  living 
at  Lodi,  and  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
life  and  interests  of  Ohio  throughout  his  en- 
tire life.  He  was  born  in  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  August  9,  1832,  a  son 
of  William  E.  and  Mary  M.  (Dalton)  Rich- 
ardson. William  E.  Richardson  was  born  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  and  he  passed  his  boy- 
hood and  school  days  there^  and  emigrating, 
to  the  United  States  in  1830  he  landed  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York  city.  Making  his  way 
at  once  to  Ohio  he  settled  in  Grafton  township 


of  Lorain  county  and  bought  a  little  farm  of 
forty  acres  and  engaged  in  farming.  With  the 
passing  years  he  added  to  his  original  purchase 
until  the  boundaries  of  his  farm  contained  two 
hundred  and  forty-five  acres.  He  gave  close 
attention  to  his  agricultural  labors,  became  a 
prosperous  farmer  and  stocked  his  place  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep,  making  a  specialty 
of  the  raising  of  fine  sheep,  which  he  fed  for 
the  eastern  markets.  He  continued  on  the 
farm  until  his  death  in  1872.  His  wife  died  in 
the  latter  '70s,  in  her  eighty-second  year.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely :  Wil- 
liam, deceased;  Robert,  deceased;  Elizabeth, 
deceased;  John,  mentioned  below;  Frank  L., 
who  resides  in  Lorain  county,  and  George  G., 
a  carpenter  of  Grafton,  Ohio. 

John  Richardson  received  his  educational 
training  in  the  primitive  log  school  houses 
common  in  Ohio  in  its  earlier  history,  and 
later  he  attended  a  select  school  at  Grafton. 
After  putting  aside  his  text  books  he  learned 
and  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  four 
years,  and  then  going  to  Henry  county,  this 
state,  he  bought  a  little  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
but  sold  the  land  soon  afterward  and  returned 
to  Grafton  and  to  farm  work.  After  his  mar- 
riage he  lived  on  a  farm  there  for  a  short 
time,  and  then  moving  to  Medina  county  he 
bought  fifty  acres  of  land  near  Litchfield  and 
lived  there  for  three  and  a  half  years,  selling 
then  and  buying  one  hundred  and  six  acres  in 
Harrisville  township,  north  of  Lodi.  There  he 
lived  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  moved 
from  that  place  to  the  village  of  Lodi,  where 
he  purchased  a  good  home  and  has  since  lived 
retired,  enjoying,  the  luxuries  which  former 
years  of  labor  have  brought  to  him. 

He  married  in  i860  Emily  Norton,  of  Har- 
risville township,  Medina  county,  where  her 
father,  Richard  N.  Norton,  was  an  early  set- 
tler. He  was  born  in  England  on  June  24, 
1784,  and  he  died  on  the  12th  of  May,  i860. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah 
Richardson,  but  was  no  connection  of  the 
Richardsons  of  this  review,  and  she  was  born 
at  Ross,  England,  November  3,  1787.  They 
were  married  in  1806,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  eight  children.  The  following 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Richardson :  William  R.,  a  traveling  salesman 
whose  home  is  in  Lodi ;  Frank  E.,  a  farmer  in 
Harrisville  township;  Florence,  the  wife  of 
Henry  Bennader,  and  Flora  May,  wife  of 
Vernon  Munson,  a  farmer  of  Harrisville  town- 
ship.    Mr.  Richardson  is  a  Republican  in  his 
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political  affiliations,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church.  He  has  sened  his 
church  as  a  trustee  and  is  one  of  its  most 
liberal  contributors.  Mrs.  Richardson  died  in 
May  of  1894,  a  devoted  wife  and  mother. 

John  L.  Xicholl.  The  name  of  John  L. 
Nicholl  will  long  be  held  in  gracious  memory 
in  the  village  of  .\mherst.  Lxn-ain  county,  Ohio, 
with  whose  business  and  industrial  interests 
he  was  long  and  prominently  identified.  He 
was  a  man  of  notable  attributes  of  character, 
generous  and  kindly  in  his  associations  with  his 
fellowmen,  and  he  gained  and  retained  the 
inviolable  friendship  of  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of 
life.  For  the  long  period  of  fourteen  con- 
secutive year>  he  held  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  quarry  number  six 
of  the  Oeveland  Stone  Company,  having  re- 
tired from  this  office  about  one  year  prior  to 
his  death,  his  resignation  having  been  neces- 
sitated by  his  impaired  health.  Such  was  his 
standing  as  a  business  man  and  as  a  citizen. 
that  it  is  most  consonant  to  dedicate  in  this 
work  a  tribute  to  his  memory  and  to  offer 
a  sxTiopsis  of  his  career.  He  was  bom  in 
the  beautiful  city  of  Hamilton,  province  of 
f>ntario.  Canada,  on  the  3rd  of  September, 
1859.  and  his  death  occured  at  his  home  in 
Amherst,  Ohio,  on  the  23rd  of  September. 
1905,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  Crown 
Hill  cemetery  at  this  place.  He  was  a  son  of 
James  and  Jane  K.  ( Lawson )  Xicholl,  and 
when  he  was  three  years  of  age  his  parents 
removed  to  Lx>rain  countv.  Ohio,  and  settleil 
at  Brownhelm,  in  whose  public  schools  he 
secured  his  rudimentar>'  education.  He  was 
a  boy  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  from 
that  village  to  Amherst,  where  he  continued 
his  studies  in  the  public  schools  and  later  he 
was  a  student  for  some  time  in  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, this  state. 

After  leaving  school  Mr.  Xicholl  entered 
upon  an  apprenticeship  at  the  trade  of  stone- 
cutter, and  he  became  an  especially  skilleil 
artisan.  After  the  completion  of  his  appren- 
ticeship he  was  employed  as  a  journeyman  at 
his  trade  in  various  places  in  the  middle  west, 
where  fine  stone-cutting  was  utilized  in  build- 
ing construction.  The  last  building  on  which 
he  was  thus  employed  was  the  town  hall  at 
Amherst,  in  the  erection  of  which  his  father 
was  contractor.  His  parents  continued  to 
maintain  their  home  in  Lorain  coimtv  until 


their  death.  After  the  completion  of  the  build- 
ing just  mentioned  Mr.  Xicholl  secured  em- 
ployment in  connection  with  the  operation  of 
the  Cleveland  Stone  Company's  quarry  num- 
ber nine,  at  Amherst,  where  he  was  thus  en- 
gaged until  August,  1887.  when  he  went  to 
Harrodsburg,  Indiana,  where  he  held  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  another  quarr>'  of  the 
same  company  for  the  ensuing  four  years.  He 
then  returned  to  Amherst  to  assume  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  quarr>*  ntmiber  six 
and  as  incumbent  of  this  office  he  continued  in 
the  employ  of  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company 
for  fourteen  years,  as  has  already  been  stated 
in  this  context.  After  his  resignation  he 
valiantly  fought  for  one  year  a  losing  battle 
against  disease,  and  when  he  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  there  was  manifested  by  the 
comniunily  as  a  whole  a  definite  sense  of  per- 
sonal loss  and  bereavement.  Mr.  Xicholl  held 
the  aflFeciionate  regard  of  those  employed  un- 
der his  supervision,  and  all  of  the  men  of 
quarry  number  six  gave  touching  evidence  of 
their  sorrow  at  his  death.  He  was  a  true 
friend  of  humanity,  liberal  and  generous  to  a 
fault,  and  devoted  in  the  extreme  to  his  family. 
He  was  democratic  in  his  attitude,  ever  readv 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  tliose  in  affliction,  and 
he  found  his  chief  solace  in  the  sacred  pre- 
cincts of  his  home.  In  politics  he  gave  his 
support  to  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party 
and  his  religious  faith  was  indicated  by  his 
attendance  at  and  supfK>n  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  The  only  civic  organization 
with  which  he  was  identified  was  the  Ro\"al 
Arcanum. 

On  the  17th  of  Xoveniber.  1886.  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Xicholl  to  Miss 
Ella  Swartwooil,  who  was  bom  and  reared  in 
.-\mherst,  Lorain  county,  ("^hio.  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Edwin  and  Maron  ( Steele ) 
Swartwooil.  honored  citizens  of  this  place. 
Edwin  Swartwoixl  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Xew  York  and  iraceil  his  lineage  to  stanch 
English  anil  Hi^llanil-Diitch  origin.  He  was 
three  years  of  age  at  the  time  oi  his  parents 
removal  to  Amher<t,  ( >hio.  and  here  he  was 
reared  to  niaiurity.  He  became  a  successful 
fanner  in*  Lorain  county  ami  finally  he  visited 
California,  where  he  reir.aineii  about  one  vear. 
He  then  roturnoil  to  Anib.er>t.  where  he  passed 
the  residue  of  his  life  and  where  his  death 
occurred  on  the  ^rd  of  July.  i«)07.  His  widow, 
now  venerable  in  years,  resides  in  the  home  of 
her  daughter.   Mrs.   Xicholl. 
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Erasmus  Darwin  Graves,  deceased,  was 
born  in  Gaines,  Orleans  county,  Xe^y  York, 
December  21,  1822,  but  only  a  youth  when  the 
family  home  was  established  in  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  he  ever  afterward  was  identified  with  its 
interests  and  was  one  of  its  representative 
farmers  and  business  men.  His  parents,  Spen- 
cer and  Ann  (Mills)  Graves,  the  father  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  came  to  Huron  coun- 
ty, now  Erie,  in  1835,  and  purchasing  a  farm  in 
Margaretta  township  they  took  up  their  abode 
thereon  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
there,  the  father  dying  in  June  of  1838. 

Darwin  Graves  attained  to  mature  years  on 
that  homestead  farm,  and  shortly  after  his 
marriage  he  bought  a  farm  adjoining,  contain- 
ing in  all  126  acres.  The  place  at  that  time 
was  practically  covered  with  timber,  but  in  time 
he  cleared  it  and  converted  it  into  a  valuable 
property,  and  he  continued  its  cultivation  and 
improvement  until  his  life's  labors  were  ended 
in  death,  his  demise  occurring  on  January  31, 
1888,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in  the  year  of 
1880,  on  October  25.  She  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  White,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Captain  John  White,  of  Hatfield,  Massachu- 
setts. They  became  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren, but  two  died  in  infancy,  and  the  two  sons 
and  three  daughters  now  living  are  Lucius  L., 
Ann  S.,  J.  Spencer,  Emily  M.  and  Alice  L. 
The  oldest  and  youngest  daughters  taught 
school  for  some  time  as  did  also  the  elder 
brother.  The  three  sisters  own  and  live  on  the 
homestead.  Mr.  Graves  during  his  life  time 
was  a  stanch  Republican,  but  never  cared  for 
office.  He  was  a  self  educated  man  and  proved 
a  stanch  friend  to  the  cause  of  education  and 
did  much  for  the  schools  of  Erie  county.  He 
was  a  member  of  both  the  Grange  and  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Universalist  church,  as  are 
also  their  daughters. 

Dr.  Orr  Abraham  Dickson  has  gained  an 
enviable  prestige  as  one  of  the  able  and  suc- 
cessful practitioners  of  medicine  in  the  city  of 
Jefferson,  where  he  has  practiced  since  the 
year  of  igoo.  He  was  born  at  Sheffield  in 
Ashtabula  county  on  the  6th  of  June,  1873, 
a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side  of  James 
Dickson  and  a  son  of  James  Orr  Dickson. 
James  Dickson  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  in  1842  he  settled 
in  New  York.  He  was  a  college  educated 
man  and  was  a  Presbyterian  in  his  religious 
affiliations.     Jane  Orr,  his  wife,  was  born  in 


Scotland  and  came  with  her  husband  to  this 
country  in  1846.  James  Orr  Dickson,  their 
son,  was  born  at  Belfast,  Ireland,  December 
25,  1842,  and  from  the  family  home  in  New 
York  he-  came  to  Cleveland  and  thence  to 
Sheffield  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  county's  agriculturists. 
During  the  war  between  the  north  and  the 
south  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Ninetv-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantrv,  and  is  now  a  member  of  William 
Rogers  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Sheffield.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  married  Susan 
Abigail  Van  Slyke,  who  was  born  in  Sheffield 
on  July  4,  1850,  a  daughter  of  Abram  and 
Jane  \"an  Slyke,  who  were  born  respectively 
in  New  York  and  Vermont. 

After  a  splendid  training  in  the  district 
schools  and  the  Ashtabula  High  School,  fol- 
lowed bv  a  course  in  the  Western  Reserve 
University,  where  he  received  the  degree  of 
A.  B.,  Orr  A.  Dickson  entered  the  Starling 
Medical  College  and  began  the  preparation 
for  the  profession  which  he  had  chosen  as  a 
life's  work.  He  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
M.  D.,  and  from  the  ist  of  June,  1898,  until 
the  1 8th  of  September,  1900,  he  practiced  in 
Cortland,  Ohio.  He  came  from  there  to  JeflFer- 
son,  and  has  since  been  numbered  among  the 
city's  able  physicians  and  is  accounted  one  of 
her  honored  citizens.  During  three  years  he 
served  Jefferson  as  a  member  of  its  council, 
was  also  a  member  of  its  first  board  of  public 
works  and  for  two  years  the  president  of  the 
board,  and  he  was  an  able  assistant  in  the  pro- 
moting, and  building  of  the  water  plant 
and  in  the  building  of  the  first  sewer  in  the 
citv.  He  is  still  a  member  of  this  board  of 
public  works,  and  is  also  the  president  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  Jefferson  and  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1898,  Dr.  Dickson 
was  married  to  Arminta  Belle  Wolcott,  born 
at  Lenox  in  Ashtabula  county,  and  her  educa- 
tional training  included  attendence  at  the  dis- 
trict schools,  the  Jefferson  High  School  and 
Oberlin  College,  and  she  taught  school  for 
several  years.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Albert 
George  and  Mary  Marguerite  Wolcott,  the 
father  a  blacksmith  and  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
A  son,  Robert  Orr  Dickson,  was  born  to  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Dickson  on  the  9th  of  November, 
1902.  Dr.  Dickson  is  a  member  of  the  Ashta- 
bula County  Medical  Society  and  its  president 
for  two  years,  a  member  of  the  State  Medical 


i6o6 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


Society,  which  he  represented  as  a  delegate  for 
two  years,  and  a  member  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  He  also  has  fraternal 
relations  with  Tuscan  Lodge,  No  342,  F.  and 
A.  M.,  at  Jefferson,  Ohio,  has  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree  in  Masonry,  and  has 
fraternal  relations  with  Ensign  Lodge,  No. 
400,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Rev.  Lathrop  Cooley.  On  the  2nd  of  Jan- 
uary, 1910,  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
this  venerable,  distinguished  and  honored  cit- 
izen, one  of  the  grand  old  adopted  sons  of  the 
historic  Western  Reserve  and  one  whose  life 
was  signally  exalted  and  consecrated,  making, 
him  a  power  for  good  during  long  years  of 
faithful  and  effective  service  in  the  aiding  and 
uplifting  of  his  fellow  men.  A  man  of 
scholarly  attainments,  a  deep  thinker,  a  true 
gentleman  of  the  courtly  and  dignified  old 
school  type,  he  was  as  broad  and  liberal  in 
spirit  as  he  was  sincere  and  devout  in  his  con- 
victions. His  was  the  gentle  simplicity  of 
true  nobility  of  character,  and  it  is  most  con- 
sonant that  in  this  publication  be  accorded  a 
tribute  of  recognition  to  his  life  and  labors. 
His  was  the  faith  that  makes  faithful  and  he 
ever  held  the  highest  sense  of -his  stewardship 
as  a  clergyman  and  as  a  man  among  men.  For 
more  than  three  score  of  years  Mr.  Cooley  was 
active  in  the  work  of  the  ministry.  He  exerted 
a  wide  influence  in  the  clarifying  and  invigor- 
ating of  the  moral  and  religious  atmosphere  of 
the  Western  Reserve  and  was  eminently  en- 
titled to  the  uniform  veneration  and  respect  in 
which  he  was  held  by  young  and  old. 

Rev.  Lathrop  Cooley  was  born  in  Genesee 
county.  New  York,  on  the  25th  of  October, 
182 1,  being  one  in  a  family  of  nine  children, 
.  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  reared 
families.  He  was  a  son  of  Chester  Cooley 
and  the  original  American  progenitor  of  the 
line  came  to  th6  new  world  from  England,  be- 
coming one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Bridge- 
water,  Massachusetts.  Chester  Cooley  was 
born  and  reared  among  the  picturesque  hills 
of  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  whence 
he  removed  to  Genesee  county.  New  York,  in 
the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

The  subject  of  this  memoir,  familiarly  and 
affectionately  known  to  his  old  neighbors  and 
friends  as  Elder  Cooley,  gained  his  prelimi- 
nary education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  state,  after  which  he  continued  his 
studies  in  Brooklyn  Academy  and  still  later  at 
Bethany  College,  at  Bethany,  West  Virginia. 


Early  manifestating  strong  religious  tenden- 
cies and  deep  spiritual  convictions,  he  studied 
for  the  ministry,  taught  school  for  a  time,  and 
began  preaching  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  His  first  sermon  was  at  his  home 
church.  North  Eaton,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  to 
which  state  he  had  come  after  leaving  college 
in  West  Virginia.  For  many  years  it  had  been 
his  custom  to  visit  this  North  Eaton  church 
on  the  second  Sunday  of  July,  marking  the 
anniversary  of  his  dejivery  of  his  first  sermon 
in  the  original  edifice.  Had  he  lived  until 
July,  1910,  he  would  have  been  able  to  make 
his  sixty-sixth  anniversary  pilgrimage  to  the 
church  that  was  endeared  to  him  through 
memories  and  associations  of  many  years. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  Mr.  Cooley 
was  called  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Franklin 
Circle  church  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  being  the 
first  regular  incumbent  of  this  pastoral  charge. 
With  the  exception  of  a  year  passed  in  Chi- 
cago and  vicinity,  his  life  work  was  done  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  for  more  than  sixty 
years  he  had  been  an  active  minister  of  the 
Disciples'  church.  He  had  long  pastorates  in 
Cleveland,  Akron,  Painesville,  North  Royal- 
ton  and  North  Eaton.  In  1877  he  started  the 
Disciples'  mission  that  met  at  the  corner  of 
Erie  and  Hamilton  streets  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land. In  1883,  this  mission  became  the  Cedar 
Avenue  church,  and  in  1909  the  church  re- 
moved its  headquarters  to  Crawford  road. 

In  each  of  the  many  places  in  which  he 
served  in  the  ministerial  office  Mr.  Cooley  won 
the  love  and  esteem  not  only  of  his  immediate 
parishioners  but  also  of  the  community  at 
large.  There  can  be  naught  of  inconsistency 
in  offering  the  statement  that  he  was  without 
doubt  one  of  the  most  influential  and  popular 
clergymen  known  in  the  history  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  He  was  ever  tolerant  and  kindly 
in  his  attitude  to  other  ''households  of  faith," 
having  no  room  in  his  heart  for  bigotry  and 
ever  holding  the  needs  of  humanity  as  of  more 
importance  than  mere  dogmas  and  creeds.  He 
counted  works  and  life  above  mere  professions 
of  faith,  and  the  cardinal  thought  in  his  teach- 
ing was  the  care  for  and  uplifting  of  the  im- 
mortal soul.  He  had  the  strongest  convictions 
and  there  was  naught  of  vacillation  in  his 
course  as  a  clergyman  or  as  a  man.  He  was 
a  forceful  and  eloquent  speaker,  drawing,  upon 
the  abundant  resources  of  a  large  and  mature 
mind,  and  his  zeal  and  devotion  never  flagged 
in  the  slightest  degree.  He  was  president  of 
the  Christian  Missionary  Society,  and  was  a 
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valued  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
Hiram  College,  to  whose  support  he  contrib- 
uted with  much  liberality.  During  his  long 
years  of  service  as  a  clergyman  Mr.  Cooley 
had  officiated  at  more  than  five  hundred  wed- 
dings and  conducted  more  than  two  thousand 
funeral  services.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  phy- 
sique and  noble  cast  of  features,  and  was  fre- 
quently referred  to  as  one  of  the  best-looking 
men  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 
Although  nearly  ninety  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  demise,  he  was  active  in  his  work 
up  to  the  last.  For  many  years  he  passed  the 
summer  seasons  in  Medina,  passing  the 
winters  in  his  pleasant  home  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  where  he  died  on  the  2nd  of  Jan- 
uary, 1 910,  surrounded  by  his  immediate  fam- 
ily and  friends — a  veritable  patriarch  and  a 
noble  citizen  whose  loss  is  mourned  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  where  he  so  long  lived  and 
labored. 

Mr.  Cooley  was  twice  married.  In  1848 
he  wedded  Miss  Laura  Reid,  daughter  of 
Harris  Reid,  who  was  a  pioneer  settler  of 
Medina  county.  Mrs.  Cooley  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  1893,  ^^^  ^^  ^^e  five 
children  of  this  union  two  died  in  infancy. 
Clara  M.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  George 
Wilson,  died  in  1907,  being  survived  by  two 
sons, — Dr.  Harris  R.  C.  Wilson  and  Paul  L. 
Wilson.  The  two  surviving  sons  of  the  first 
marriage  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir  are 
Rev.  Harris  R.  Cooley,  of  Cleveland,  and 
Almon  B.  Cooley,  a  resident  of  Michigan.  In 
189s  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Cooley  to  Miss  Letta  E.  Searles,  who  was  for 
a  number  of  years  principal  of  one  of  the 
Cleveland  public  schools  and  who  survives  her 
honored  husband.  Mrs.  Cooley  was  born  in 
Cuyahoga  county,  this  state,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  the  late  Solomon  Searles,  a  native  of  the 
state  of  New  York  and  a  sterling  pioneer  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  whither  he  came  with  his 
father,  Daniel  Searles,  in  1833,  the  latter  pur- 
chasing one  thousand  acres  of  land  on  Hinck- 
ley Ridge,  Medina  county.  Mrs.  Cooley  is  a 
direct  descendant  in  the  eighth  generation  from 
Captain  Miles  Standish,  one  of  the  gallant 
little  band  of  Pilgrims  who  came  over  in  the 
**  Mayflower"  and  who  was  made  the  central 
figure  in  the  idyllic  poem,  'The  Courtship  of 
Miles  Standish,"  by  the  loved  New  England 
bard,  Longfellow. 

Columbus  J.  Baldwin,  a  retired  merchant 
of    Norwalk,   was   born    in   Luzerne   county, 
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Pennsylvania,  July  5,  183 1,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abed  and  Philena  (Lewis)  Baldwin.  The 
Baldwin  family  are  of  English  descent,  the 
first  of  this  branch  being  three  brothers  who 
located  in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Con- 
necticut, respectively,  and  the  family  here  des- 
cribed are  descended  from  the  Connecticut 
family.  Jared  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, was  a  commissary  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  furnished  supplies  for  Washington's 
army ;  his  son,  Jude  Baldwin,  also  born  in  Con- 
necticut, was  a  hatter  by  trade.  Jude  Baldwin 
was  the  father  of  Abed  Baldwin,  who  was  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  be- 
came a  merchant,  and  where  he  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven  years.  Philena  Lewis,  wife  of 
Abed  Baldwin,  was  also  born  in  Luzerne  coun- 
ty. Her  father.  Reverend  Griffin  Lewis,  was  a 
Baptist  minister,  and  a  native  of  Vermont. 
Mrs.  Philena  Lewis  Baldwin  was  a  cousin  of 
Professor  Taylor  Lewis,  a  distinguished 
writer,  whose  name  appears  as  an  "American 
scholar  and  author"  in  the  biographical  section 
of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary.  He  was 
one  of  the  writers  connected  with  Harper's 
publications  and  died  in  the  year  1877.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Abed  Baldwin  had  five  children  that 
grew  to  maturity,  and  at  this  writing  there  are 
two  surviving.  Griffin  L.  resides  near  the  old 
home  in  Luzerne  county.  He,  and  another 
brother,  Ira,  were  soldiers  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

Columbus  J.  Baldwin  is  the  second  child  and 
oldest  son  of  the  family.  His  boyhood  was 
spent  in  his  native  place,  and  he  received  his 
later  education  at-  Wyoming  University  and 
I>aldwin  University,  the  latter  at  Berea,  Ohio. 
Later,  he  became  clerk  of  courts,  postmaster 
and  United  States  assistant  assessor,  being  con- 
nected with  the  Federal  Internal  Revenue 
office.  In  1866  he  resigned  his  position  and 
removed  to  Norwalk,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  which  he  continued  for  three 
years  with  success.  He  then  removed  to  St. 
Claire  county,  Missouri,  where  he  vSpent  six 
years.  Returning,  to  Norwalk,  he  again  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business,  which  he  continued 
until  1907,  at  which  time  he  retired.  While 
living  in  Missouri  he  was  located  among  the 
Younger  brothers,  during  this  time  being  post- 
master and  holding  other  local  offices.  He 
also  was  candidate  for  the  legislature  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  council  and  on  the 
school  board.  Mr.  Baldwin  has  always  taken 
an  active  interest  in  public  affairs.  He  cast  his 
first  vote  for  Franklin   Pierce  for  president. 
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and  later  voted  for  Fremont,  for  Grant,  twice 
for  Lincoln  and  three  times  for  Bryan.  He 
was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  "Union 
League,"  which  was  organized  in  February, 
1862,  and  which  rendered  the  Union  cause  such 
valuable  service.  He  is  socially  popular,  and 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  belongs  to 
several  Masonic  bodies.  He  has  acted  as  an 
able  correspondent  for  several  newspapers,  and 
is  possessed  of  considerable  literarv  ment. 

Mr.  Baldwin  married,  in  1859,  Lucy  A., 
daughter  of  Edwin  and  Permelia  (Rose) 
Gager;  she  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
and  her  people  were  early  settlers  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Dutchess  county.  New  York,  and  one  of  the 
Western  Reserve's  pioneers;  her  mother  also 
came  from  New  York  among  the  pioneers.  Of 
their  three  children  Mrs.  Balowin  is  the  second, 
and  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  surviving. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baldwin  have  two  daughters, 
namely :  Evelin,  wife  of  C.  W.  Rule,  a  grocer 
of  Norwalk,  and  Emma,  wife  of  C.  A.  Shafer, 
a  prominent  grocer  in  Cleveland,  and  at  one 
time  president  of  the  Grocers'  Association. 

Charles  Henry  Wilkins,  head  of  the  large 
furniture  and  undertaking  establishment  of  the 
Wilkins-Hurst  Company,  Elyria,  Ohio,  be- 
longs to  the  third  generation  of  the  Wilkins 
family  in  Lorain  county.  His  grandfather, 
Silas  Wilkins,  a  native  of  Vermont,  came  from 
the  **Green  Mountain  State"  to  the  Western 
Reserve  at  an  early  day  and  was  one  of  the 
original  settlers  on  Vermont  street,  La  Grange, 
Lorain  county.  He  died  here  at  the  ripe  old 
age  of  eighty  years.  His  wife  before  her  mar- 
riage was  a  Miss  Tinney.  Their  son,  Henry 
J.,  a  native  of  La  Grange  township,  Lorain 
county,  was  born  October  24,  1839.  On  April 
6,  1859,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Rowell,  a 
native  of  New  York  state  and  a  daughter  of 
Benjamin  Rowell,  and  on  April  6,  1909,  after 
half  a  century  of  happy  married  life,  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  anniversary. 

Their  son,  Charles  Henry,  was  born  in  La 
Grange,  July  14,  1862.  He  passed  his  boyhood 
on  his  father's  farm,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  La  Grange,  the 
Academy  at  Chatham,  and  the  La  Grange  high 
school.  In  the  spring  of  1889  he  left  the  farm 
and  engaged  in  business  at  Lorain,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Wickens  &  Wilkins,  undertakers 
and  dealers  in  furniture,  and  continued  there 
until  the  fall  of  1896,  when  he  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Elyria.     Here,   in  March,   1897, 


he  became  associated  with  Charles  C.  Ensign, 
under  the  style  of  Ensign  &  Wilkins,  and  was 
engaged  with  him  in  the  undertaking  and  fur- 
niture business  until  Mr.  Ensign's  death,  Au- 
gust 17,  1905.  From  September  2  of  that  year 
until  November  11,  1907,  Mr.  Wilkins  con- 
ducted the  business  under  his  own  name,  he 
having  purchased  the  interest  owned  by  Mr. 
Ensign.  On  the  last  named  date  the  Wilkins- 
Hurst  Company  was  incorporated,  with  Mr. 
Wilkins  president  and  general  manager. 

Mr.  Wilkins  married  Miss  Minnie  B.  Moses, 
who  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Harriett  (Castle)  Moses, 
Mrs.  Moses  being  a  daughter  of  Judge  Castle, 
of  Medina.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  have  three 
daughters — Mabel  B.,  Maude  A.  and  Treva 
May,  all  graduates  of  the  Elyria  high  school, 
and  all  now  at  home,  Mabel,  the  eldest  daugh- 
ter, being  the  widow  of  Walter  R.  Strong,  of 
New  York  state,  who  died  on  May  7,  1909.  Mr. 
Wilkins  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  fraternally  he 
is  identified  with  the  Maccabees  and  the 
Masons,  in  the  latter  order  having  attained  the 
Knight  Templar  degree. 

Dr.  John  T.  Haynes,  who  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  medical  profession  in  San- 
dusky, was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio,  on 
June  29,  1864,  a  son  of  Dr.  Moses  H.'  and 
Sarah  (Hunter)  Haynes,  both  natives  of  Ohio, 
and  born  respectively  in  the  town  of  Hamilton 
in  1825  and  in  Hamilton  county  in  1833.  The 
paternal  familv  trace  their  ancestry  to  Revo- 
lutionary heroes  and  on  to  John  Haynes,  who 
came  to  this  country  on  the  historic  Mayflower. 

Dr.  Moses  H.  Haynes  graduated  from  Ox- 
ford, Ohio,  college  in  1854  and  from  the  Miami 
Medical  College  at  Cincinnati  in  1856,  and  at 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war  in  1861  he  re- 
ceived a  commission  as  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  later  becoming  surgeon  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  Regiment  of  Ohio 
Infantry,  serving  with  the  latter  command  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  Locating  then  in  the 
town  of  Seven  ^lile  in  lUitler  county,  Ohio,  he 
practiced  medicine  there  continuously  until 
retiring  from  the  profession  in  1887.  He  moved 
to  Richmond,  Indiana,  at  this  time,  and  lived 
a  quiet  life  in  that  city  until  his  death,  on  Octo- 
ber 6,  1907.  He  affiliated  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  the  Knights  of 
Honor,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
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r.:a.  tr.eir  j"rc>er.:  :::•::: e.  1:10:7  sever,  chiiv.ron, 
iix  -ens  ar.i  a  uar.i^Mer.  arc  a'.l  jivinj;.  Karl 
P.  Havnes.  :he  vor.no e>t  >on  of  Pr,  Mv^>os 
Ha}Tief,  was  K^ni  in  iV^u^lxT  of  iS*.\  Ho  is 
3.  graduate  oi  Comoil  I'nivorsity,  aiul  luul  pro- 
-viously  spent  four  \oars  in  the  biiih  >oKv^l  ai 
Middletown.  Xew  York.  Ho  is  now  tho  ]Min- 
cipal  of  a  hitih  sclux^l  in  Now  York  v'itx.  \\c 
married  Miss  IVlla  Haxlis.  fron\  Kiolunond. 
Indiana.  Dr.  Mosos  Haynos  niarrioii  for  his 
second  wife,  in  i8c^^.  l\lizahoth  IMaoo.  and  hor 
death  occurred  in  i8i)i. 

Dr.   Tohn  T.  llavnos  ailondod  in  hi^  \onth 
Earlham  Colloj^o,  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  and 
is  a  graduate  of  tho  Miami  Medical  (.'ollojiio  o\ 
Cincinnati  with  tho  ckiss  of  iSSi).     After  juac 
ticing  in  the  Cincinnati   Hospital   for  a  short 
time  he  was  made  the  assistant  surj;iNMi  o\  the 
Ohio  Soldiers  and  Sailors'  Home  at  Sandnsk>, 
and  in  August  of  iS4)i  was  made  the  seri;eant 
of  the  homo,  a  position  ho  has  held  eontinn 
ously  to  the  present  time,     lie  is  a  thirtx  see 
ond  degree  Mason,  a  member  o\  the  I'lks,  t^l" 
the  ReptiDlican  parly  and  of  the  Treshxterian 
church. 

In  1891  Dr.  Haynes  married  (  >live  1).  Ash 
ton,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  A.  .*^.  A'JiImm. 
of  Picjua.  Ohio,  and  t>f  the  six  ehildien  whirh 
have  graced  this  miion     live  s«ins  and  a  dan^di 
tor — Hve  are  yet  living. 

Lloyd  (Iarhison  'i'riii.i:.  I'!\efpliiin;illv 
xvcll  cquipi)e<l  for  the  exaeling  dnli«-.  nf  Ihr 
legal  profession,  as  xvell  hy  natural  gifl^  and  en 
thusiastic  zeal  as  hy  .scholarly  attainmenl.,  tin 
tiring  industry  and  sterling  integrity,  Lloyd 
( larrison  Tuttlc  hohls  a  j)()sition  of  note  aniniig 
the  leading  lawyers  of  Lainesville,  ( )liin,  whnr 
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,^:vo:.«r  .  •  :>.;;:  bvrt'.vh  of  ;V  r;:;::o  :av,v.:x 
:/  xxh^-h  V  Vior.^:^  x\A>  *w  \\  i'V.a'.v,  Vv'.;:*\\ 
XX  v.  AvV^v'.v.v^riXN;  In  h'.>  w;fc.  V".-<rAlvth.  a^u; 
:hv:v  c.v...".:v:\  o,-;:^v  tvo:r,  Vnj:*A^io,  10  ;V 
V*.v.:o.;  S;,;:es  -.r.  ii\^5,  and  >o;tUVi  in  MAswh«- 
>  V : :  >.  ': : : s  v ; ooor ^ !a r. :  >  a vo  n lunoror.s,  A«d  n>Ax 
^.v  :.:*.:%'.  "":  a'.'.  'jVivt^  of  :lv  LnhMV 

7hc  ^tca:  j^roa;  *:vandfathor  of  Mr.  r«tUo 
XX as  Johv.  r;:t:U\  :ho  ;ine  Ivin*;  oonttmusl 
:hroi:*:h  lv;>  >o:i,  Joseph  Ttutle.  Sr.,  thonvv 
ihrov.ch.  Joseph  r;;;tle,  Jr.  JoNO]xh  Tuttlo,  Sv.» 
r.arriod  Hannah  Messenger,  a  daughter  of 
ls,iao  and  Anna  v^\ard^  Messenger,  l^^ae 
Messenger  and  six  hrv^hors  xxere  all  Revt^lu 
tivMiarx  s^^uiiors  and  throe  of  them  xxere  at  tho 
luitio  of  lUn^kor  Hill. 

Josoph  rnttle.  Jr.,  for  ntany  xoars  a  promi 
nont  and  intluontial  citir.en  of  t.*onoord  toxvn 
shi]\  Lake  conntx,  iMiio,  married  Mrs.  Mary 
vKihlv^  Adams,  a  da\ightor  of  Mosos  and 
Maix  I  i.'aso'i  Kihlv,  a  xviiloxv,  xvho  hv  her  lirsi 
marriage  luvi  one  son,  Martin  H.  Adams,  t  )f 
their  \nnon  live  chiKlren  xvoro  horn,  namely : 
\\  ilham  Iboxxn,  father  of  Lloyd  iJ. :  MatliMni, 
deceased;  l-'raneis  Washington:  tirandison 
Nexxell,  noxv  kiioxvn  as  Judge  Tuttle,  t»f 
rainc^xdle;  and  Harriet,  deceased. 

\\  dham  Iboxxn  Tuttle  xvas  horn  in  ('otUN)rd 
toxxnslnp  Maieh  to.  tS^V|.  attd  tlurittg  his  life 
XX as  engaged  nt  agrienltmal  pitrsttits,  having 
heett  \mc  ot  the  n)t»ie  prottttttettt  faritiers  of 
I  ake  eotmtx.  lie  xxa^  an  ideal  eiti/eti,  a  eon 
seientioiis  t  htisttan.  an<l  a  leading  memher  of 
the  Disciples  ehitteh  t»f  MtMilor,  xvhich  he 
helped  to  hmM  ;ntd  \xhieh  he  set  veil  as  trustee, 
de.teoit  and  eldet  He  xxas  a  man  of  strotig 
eoitx  ielions.  ,)  st.iiti  h  adheient  oi'  that  hravi* 
hem,  William  I  lo\d  tiinieoti,  ainl  in  the  tr\ 
ill}',  lime  nt  tlu'  and  sl.ixeix  (iniiMe-.  hi*.  Imnse 
W.l'.  niir  nl  thr  tmilei  }•,!  nund  i.iil\x;iv  -tMlmns. 
Ilr  \\  a->  III)  I'liuenllN  iilrnlitti'd  xxitli  the  l\'e 
piililii  .III  p.iilx,  .ilti'i  W.ltil'.  hrroniliii;  iilcillihrd 
Willi    tilt      (  itrnilt.K  K     n|f<,iUII/.Mln||,    .||li|      Mlli-.r 

i|tirnll\  |Miiiiii(',  till-  l't\;iii  Dniiiii  i.il-..  He* 
'.rl\ti|  .1.  Illl  Iti  III  (  iillinld  Inwirliip.  ami 
Imi      mm  I. iI    Imiii      w  a      tiiitil      iiprtvr-ni.      (  )|| 
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riinl  I  Inpl  III  ,  \^  llM  W.I  liiilll  III  Mt-lllnl.  I.iil.f 
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a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  Churchill,  and 
a  granddaughter  of  Benjamin  and  Phebe 
(Flint)  Hopkins,  natives  of  Vermont. 

Benjamin  Hopkins  was  one  of  "the  Green 
Mountain  Boys"  in  the  early  struggle  for  free- 
dom. He  with  his  wife  and  children  in  1795 
emigrated  to  Onondaga,  New  York,  and  there 
engaged  in  the  salt  business.  In  the  year  of 
1805  ^^  sold  all  his  property  and  invested  the 
proceeds  in  a  cargo  of  salt  at  Buffalo  and 
shipped  it  for  Fairport.  His  young  son,  Daniel, 
then  a  lad  of  fifteen,  traded  his  dog  for  three 
barrels  of  salt  that  was  shipped  with  his 
father's  load.  But  the  boat  proved  unsea- 
worthy  and  all  but  three  barrels  of  salt  were 
lost  in  a  storm  that  came  on  some  time  after 
leaving  Buffalo.  The  three  barrels  that  were 
saved  his  father  gave  to  Daniel,  who  sold  the 
same  for  forty-five  dollars,  which  constituted 
the  nucleus  for  the  fortune  he  afterwards  ac- 
quired. Daniel  Hopkins  and  his  wife,  Anna, 
familiarly  known  as  "Uncle  Dan  and  Aunt 
Anna/'  were  greatly  respected  and  esteemed 
by  all  who  knew  them  and  their  home  was  a 
harbor  of  refuge  for  many  a  wanderer  and  a 
haven  of  rest  for  his  father  and  mother  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  May  24, 
1867,  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in  his  town- 
ship. His  wife  survived  him  for  over  thirty- 
one  years,  dying  August  5,  1898,  at  the  ripe 
age  of  ninety-four  years  and  three  months,  out- 
living all  five  of  her  daughters  and  two  of  her 
sons,  Charles  and  Edward,  all  of  whom  are  to- 
gether with  Benjamin  and  Phebe  (Flint)  Hop- 
kins, laid  to  rest  in  the  Mentor  cemetery. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Daniel  and 
Anna  (Churchill)  Hopkins,  namely:  Anna, 
Lavina,  Phebe  Flint,  Daniel,  Charles,  Mary 
Ann,  Martha,  Martin  Van  Buren,  Wilson 
Shannon  and  Edward  and  Edgar,  twins. 
All  of  these  children  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, but,  with  the  exception  of  Daniel  and 
Martin  Van  Buren,  none  are  now  living. 

As  a  girl  Phebe  Flint  Hopkins  was  the  ac- 
knowledged belle  of  Mentor.  She  was  accom- 
plished, modest  and  amiable,  as  she  was  hand- 
some. She  began  housekeeping  with  her  young 
husband  in  Concord,  Lake  county,  and  there 
occurred  the  births  of  her  children,  as  follows : 
Counsel  William,  born  June  23,  1846:  Lloyd 
Garrison,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ;  Almena 
Alfaretta,  born  September  16,  1851 ;  Daniel 
Hopkins,  born  February  16,  1855 ;  and  Caro- 
line Cordelia,  born  July  3,  1857.    Her  untimely 


death  occurred  at  her  home  on  November  11, 
i860,  casting  a  gloom  over  the  entire  commu- 
nity. 

Attending  first  the  district  school  of  Concord 
township,  Lloyd  Garrison  Tuttle  subsequently 
continued  his  studies  at  the  select  school  of 
Seth  Edson  at  Wilson's  Corners  in  the  same 
township,  afterwards  going  with  his  brother 
Counsel  to  the  Painesville  schools,  footing  it 
back  and  forth,  a  distance  of  three  miles,  each 
morning  and  evening  in  pleasant  weather,  in 
stormy  seasons  boarding  in  town.  Mr.  Tuttle 
further  advanced  his  studies  by  an  attendance 
at  the  Willoughby  Collegiate  Institute  and  at 
Hiram  College,  and  later  entered  the  Cleveland 
Law  School,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
with  the  class  of  1875.  Previous  to  that  time, 
however,  in  the  winter  of  1866  and  1867,  ^^ 
had  taught  school  at  Chardon  township,  receiv- 
ing twenty  dollars  a  month  salary.  He  was 
fairly  successful  in  his  pedagogical  work,  but 
not  pleased  with  the  small  pay,  which  was  not 
at  all  to  be  compared,  everything  considered, 
with  the  twenty-five  dollars  a  month  that  he 
received  when  but  sixteen  years  old  while 
working  for  a  neighboring  farmer,  attending 
the  crops  and  doing  any  required  work,  includ- 
ing the  cradling  of  several  acres  of  wheat,  oats 
and  rye,  the  pitching  one  way  of  forty-five 
acres  of  hay,  and  splitting  the  family's  year's 
supply  of  wood.  After  thus  acquiring  some 
knowledge  of  farming,  Mr.  Tuttle  began  deal- 
ing in  a  small  way  in  cattle,  hog^  and  sheep  on 
his  own  account,  and  met  with  good  success  in 
his  ventures. 

When  twenty  years  old,  Mr.  Tuttle  made  a 
contract  with  Franklin  Parker,  of  Mentor,  to 
make  engagements  for  engrafting  fruit  trees  in 
Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  and  was  afterwards 
one  of  a  four-man-team  to  do  that  work.  Be- 
coming an  expert  in  the  business,  he,  in  1869. 
in  company  with  his  brother  Counsel,  who  had 
been  similarly  employed  for  two  seasons,  en- 
tered into  partnership  and  made  a  good  success 
of  engrafting.  Mr.  Tuttle  subsequently  car- 
ried on  the  same  business  on  an  extensive 
scale,  sending  out  men  to  secure  the  work,  and 
giving  the  same  such  personal  attention  as  was 
needed.  In  the  spring  of  1870  he  purchased  a 
half  interest  in  the  Gilmore  flouring  and  lum- 
ber mills  of  Burton,  Ohio,  which  proved  a  suc- 
cessful venture.     lie  disposed  of  the  same  in 

1874.  . 

Beginning  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
with  a  partner,  at  Chagrin  Falls,  Mr.  Tuttle 
remained  there  until  1877,  when  he  located  in 
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Painesville.  He  had  previously  purchased  his 
partner's  interest  in  their  law  library  and  office 
furniture,  and  having  moved  it  to  this  city  con- 
tinued the  practice  of  his  profession  alone  until 
February  9,  1879,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  his  uncle,  Judge  G.  N.  Tuttle,  who 
had  just  retired  from  office  as  probate  judge  of 
Lake  county.  This  firm,  Tuttle  &  Tuttle,  con- 
tinued successfully  until  May  i,  1901,  when 
it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Since  the 
erection  of  the  postoffice  building  Mr.  Tuttle 
has  had  offices  on  the  second  floor,  and  his 
rooms  and  library  and  the  rooms  and  library 
of  Judge  Tuttle  and  of  Martin  A. Tuttle,  the  lat- 
ter being  a  son  of  Judge  Tuttle,  are  used  in 
common.  In  1878  he  purchased  a  vacant  lot 
on  which  in  the  same  and  following  year  he 
erected  the  buildings  thereon  which  now  com- 
prise his  home  at  412  Liberty  street. 

Inheriting  strong  anti-slavery  beliefs  from 
his  father  and  grandfather,  Mr.  Tuttle  became 
an  early  defendant  of  equal  rights,  and  as  a 
boy  hurrahed  for  John  C.  Fremont  and  re- 
joiced in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  He 
is  now  independent  in  politics,  casting  his  vote 
in  favor  of  what  he  deems  the  best  men  and 
measures  regardless  of  party  restrictions,  in 
favor  at  all  times  of  the  masses  against  the 
classes.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  of 
Painesville  township,  but  resigned  when  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  Judge  Tuttle.  When 
a  boy  Mr.  Tuttle  united  with  the  Disciples 
church  at  Mentor,  later  becoming  a  member 
of  the  same  church  at  Chagrin  Falls  and  after- 
wards in  the  Painesville  church  of  that  denomi- 
nation. He  now  more  frequently  attends  the 
Congregational  church,  of  which  his  wife  and 
children  are  members,  and  in  his  religious  be- 
liefs is  decided  liberal.  Sociallv  Mr.  Tuttle 
was  at  one  time  a  member  and  presiding  officer 
of  an  organization  called  ''Chosen  Friends," 
to  which  he  and  his  wife  belonged  until  it  dis- 
banded. He  is  now  a  member  of  the  "Na- 
tional Union,"  formed  on  the  same  plan,  being 
a  life  insurance  society,  and  is  treasurer  of  its 
Painesville  branch.  He  is  also  president  of 
the  Herald  Building  Company,  an  Ohio  cor- 
poration with  home  office  in  his  city. 

On  July  19,  1870,  Mr.  Tuttle  married  Lillie 
Maria  Merriman,  who  was  educated  first  in  the 
district  schools  of  Ikirton,  Ohio,  and  in  the 
r>urton  high  school,  later  attending  the  high 
schools  in  Claridon  and  in  Chardon,  and  com- 
pleting her  studies  at  Hiram  College,  where 
Mr.  Tuttle  made  his  first  acquaintance  with 
her.     Her  father,  Joel  Tuttle  ^lerriman,  took 


up  land  in  Burton,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
from  the  virgin  forest  cleared  and  improved  a 
good  farm.  In  the  house  which  he  there  erect- 
ed Mrs.  Tuttle  was  born,  and  there  the  death 
of  her  second  brother  occurred  in  infancy,  and 
her  third  brother  there  died  after  the  war.  Mr. 
Merriman  and  two  of  his  sons,  David  Joel,  now 
Dr.  Merriman  of  Painesville,  and  Henry 
Lucius,  served  in  the  Civil  war.  Mr.  Merri- 
man was  one  of  the  brave  "Squirrel  Hunters" 
who,  leaving  his  horse  hitched  in  town,  started 
out  with  the  others  to  capture  Morgan  in  his 
raid  through  southern  Ohio.  Mr.  Merriman, 
familiarly  known  as  "Uncle  Joel,"  was  an  ex- 
pert bee  grower,  being  known  far  and  wide 
for  his  skill  as  an  apiarist,  and  continued  his 
loved  work  until  the  last,  dying  suddenly  in 
his  bee  yard  on  June  27,  1871. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tuttle's  married  life  has  been 
an  especially  harmonious  and  pleasant  one. 
They  have  two  children  living,  Phebe  Emo- 
gene,  born  at  her  mother's  old  home  in  Burton, 
Ohio,  September  6,  1874;  and  Fred  Lloyd, 
born  at  the  present  family  home.  No.  412  Lib- 
erty street,  Painesville,  December  8,  1881.  Two 
other  children,  Lillie  and  Leita,  were  born  Sep- 
tember 30,  1884,  but  both  died  in  infancy. 

Phebe  E.  Tuttle,  a  graduate  of  the  Paines- 
ville high  school,  was  married  at  the  home  of 
her  parents  June  30,  1897,  to  James  Martin 
Young  and  now  resides  at  No.  43  Chestnut 
street,  Geneva,  Ohio.  They  have  one  child, 
Genevieve  Anita,  a  bright  and  attractive  little 
girl  of  seven  years.  Fred  Lloyd  Tuttle,  who 
was  graduated  from  the  Painesville  high 
school,  read  law  in  his  father's  office,  but  not 
caring  for  a  professional  life  accepted  a  po- 
sition with  the  Gail  Grant  Company,  in  which 
he  has  been  head  bookkeeper  for  the  past  three 
years.  He  married  September  26,  1906,  Helen 
Marietta  Baker,  and  now  lives  at  No.  107  East 
South  street,  Painesville,  in  sight  of  and  near 
to  his  old  home. 

Mozart  Galllt,  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Sandusky  Tool  Company,  is  one  of 
the  old  and  reliable  citizens  of  that  industrial 
center,  who  is  materially  associated  in  estab- 
lishing and  developing  one  of  its  most  impor- 
tant and  stable  concerns.  He  is  now  in  his 
eighty-first  year,  and  for  nearly  three  decades 
past  has  given  his  utmost  strength  and  ability 
to  the  building  up  of  an  enterprise  which  he 
assumed  when  it  was  weak  and  even  tottering 
in  a  financial  sense.  Through  his  energies  and 
fine  management  the  Sandusky  Tool  Company 
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now  stands  as  one  of  the  most  substantial  and 
progressive  industries  of  the  city.  Mr.  Gallup 
is  a  native  of  the  Agawam  parish,  now  Aga- 
wamtown,  West  Springfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  was  born  on  May  25,  1829,  the  son  of 
Palmer  and  Desire  (Worthington  Ball)  Gal- 
lup. The  Gallup  family  has  been  prominent 
for  many  generations  in  the  history  of  Connect- 
icut, while  the  Balls  are  more  particularly 
identified  with  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  In 
1844,  then  in  his  sixteenth  year,  young  Mozart 
migrated  westward  and  located  at  Elyria, 
Ohio.  The  following  four  years  were  passed 
in  various  mercantile  pursuits,  and  in  1853, 
when  in  his  twenty-fifth  year,  Mr.  Gallup  be- 
came a  partner  of  H.  K.  Kendall  &  Co.,  and 
thus  continued  for  three  years.  In  1858  he 
was  appointed  cashier  for  Baldwin,  Laundon 
and  Nelson,  general  merchants,  who  had  pur- 
chased the  business  of  Kendall  &  Co.,  which 
position  he  held  until  1863,  when  he  was  nomi- 
nated on  less  than  twenty-four  hours'  notice 
for  the  office  of  auditor  of  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  and. elected  by  a  majority  of  about  3,000. 
He  served  with  credit  in  that  office  during  the 
succeeding  six  years.  He  might  have  retained 
it  a  much  longer  time,  but  desired  to  re-enter 
private  business,  and  in  March,  1869,  estab- 
lished a  cheese  house  at  Elyria.  After  con- 
ducting this  three  years  he  went  abroad  and 
became  a  resident  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  where 
he  remained  in  business  for  two  years,  locating 
at  Sandusky  in  April,  1874. 

In  the  year  named  Mr.  Gallup  became  con- 
nected with  James  Woolworth,  the  widely 
known  manufacturer  of  ax  handles,  and  served 
as  his  general  manager  until  he  was  appointed 
treasurer  and  general  manager  of  the  San- 
dusky Tool  Company.  In  1887,  having  de- 
veloped the  business  until  it  was  upon  a  firm 
foundation,  he  was  advanced  to  the  presidency 
of  the  concern^,  and  has  remained  at  the  head 
of  its  affairs  until  the  present  time.  Although 
its  operations  have  been  substantially  extended, 
its  capital  has  remained  ac  $150,000.  The  com- 
pany manufactures  carpenter's  wood  planes, 
planter's  field  hoes,  bench  screws  and  plane 
irons,  its  annual  output  being  now  about  $200,- 
000.  When  Mr.  Gallup  was  appointed  man- 
ager of  this  industry  it  was  $144,000  in  debt, 
but  his  good  management  resulted  in  clearing 
it  of  all  incumbency  in  1902.  Mr.  Gallup  is 
now  president  of  the  Commercial  National 
»ank  of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  also  of  the  Lincoln 
Stove  and  Range  Company  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Gallup  has  one  son,  Frank  Mozart  Gal- 


lup, who  is  married,  and  one  daughter,  Mary 
Hortense  Gallup,  single.  He  also  has  three 
grandchildren,  namely:  Perry  Mozart  Gallup, 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  first  lieutenant  of  the 
United  States  coast  artillery  service  and  lo- 
cated at  Fort  Strongs  Boston  Harbor,  on  land 
that  belonged  to  his  ancestor,  John  Gallup,  in 
1630;  Alden  W.  Gallup,  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  in  Cornell,  and  a  granddaughter,  Helen 
W.  Gallup,  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  school  at 
Lowell. 

The  genealogy  of  the  Gallup  family  is  both 
remarkable  and  interesting.  Of  French  origin, 
several  of  its  representatives  migrated  to  Eng- 
land at  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  It  may 
be  traced  back  in  an  unbroken  chain  to  the  year 
1463,  where  its  progenitors  were  settled  at  Ber- 
wick-on-Tweed,  England.  In  1630  John  Gal- 
lup, the  original  American  ancestor,  settled  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  as  an  associate  of  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop.  His  son,  John,  was  a  cap- 
tain in  the  famous  Pequot  war  with  King 
Philip,  and  was  killed  in  the  Swamp  Fight  in 
1675.  Quite  a  remarkable  relic  has  descended 
from  these  times  to  the  present,  and  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Hon.  C.  H.  Gallup,  of  Nor- 
walk,  Ohio,  a  cousin  of  Mozart.  It  is  in  the 
shape  of  a  wampum  belt,  presented  to  one  of 
his  ancestors  by  a  friendly  Narragansett  In- 
dian as  a  warning  of  war  and  trouble.  The 
wife  of  the  captain  named  was  Hannah  Lake, 
daughter  of  Margaret  (Reed)  Lake,  a  sister  of 
the  wife  of  Governor  Winthrop.  She  was  of 
truly  royal  blood,  being  a  lineal  descent  of 
Charlemagne,  the  great  king  of  the  Franks  and 
Emperor  of  the  Romans  in  the  eighth  century, 
A.  D. 

The  Ball  family  (maternal  branch  of  Mozart 
Gallup)  was  founded  in  America  by  Francis 
Ball,  who  settled  at  West  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1640,  and  was  one  of  six  brothers 
who  came  from  England,  five  of  whom  settled 
in  New  England  and  one  in  Virginia.  The 
Virginia  branch  was  connected  with  Washing- 
ton. The  Worthington  family,  from  whom  de- 
scended Mr.  Gallup's  maternal  grandmother, 
was  established  in  America  by  Nicholas 
Worthington  in  1640.  Mr.  Gallup  is  a  lineal 
descendant  of  John  Alden  and  Priscilla — 1620. 

There  are  four  other  families  whose  genea- 
logical lines  converge  in  the  Gallup  family. 
The  Palmers  were  founded  bv  Walter  Palmer 
at  Charleston,  Massachusetts,  in  1632 ;  the 
American  ancestor  of  the  Stanton  family  was 
Thomas  Stanton,  who  located  at  Stonington, 
Connecticut,    about   1630;   Nathaniel    Chese- 
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brough  founded  the  family  by  that  name  in 
this  country  by  locating  at  Boston  in  1630,  and 
Captain  George  Denison  was  the  American 
forefather  of  that  family  and  settled  at  Rox- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  1630.  Nearly  all  of  the 
representatives  of  these  families  were  among 
the  original  settlers  of  Stonington,  Connecti- 
cut, afterward  moving  successively  to  New 
London  and  Mystic,  and  of  all  of  whom  Mr. 
Gallup  is  a  lineal  descendant.  The  latter  town 
became  the  ancestral  home  of  the  family ;  Mr. 
Gallup's  mother  dying  there  in  1868,  and  his 
father,  in  1880. 

In  closing  this  brief  review  of  the  work  and 
family  connections  of  Mozart  Gallup,  especial 
mention  is  due  the  high  and  strong  character  of 
Palmer  Gallup,  his  father.  He  was  a  man  of 
both  remarkable  and  apparently  contradictory 
gifts,  being  not  only  a  mathematician  of  na- 
tional fame,  but  a  musician  who  was  widely 
known  as  a  teacher  and  composer ;  some  of  the 
most  eminent  musicians  of  Boston  received 
tuition  at  his  hands,  and  he  owned  the  largest 
double  bass  viol  in  the  world  and  played  the 
same  at  Gilmour's  Great  Boston  Jubilee  among 
one  hundred  double  basses.  It  is  a  well  founded 
fact  that  Palmer  Gallup  was  the  author  of  the 
arithmetic  which  so  long  held  sway  in  the  high 
schools  and  colleges  of  the  country  under  the 
name  of  "Olney's."  He  was  also  a  learned 
Latin  scholar,  long  connected  with  the  faculty 
of  the  Connecticut  Literary  Institute;  a  sur- 
veyor and  cartographer  of  note.  As  to  the 
lovable  and  spiritual  nature  of  his  character  too 
much  cannot  be  said. 

J.  Fred.  Townsend  and  his  father,  Oscar 
Townsend,  have  both  been  prominent  figures 
in  the  railroad  progress  of  northern  Ohio,  the 
elder  man  being  for  many  years  head  of  the 
P>ee  Line  railway,  otherwise  known  as  the 
Three  C's  (Cleveland,  Columbus  &  Cincinnati 
Railroad).  For  a  number  of  years  the  family 
home  has  l>een  at  Chippewa  Lake,  where  the 
father  purchased  a  farm.  This  is  the  home  of 
the  widow  and  the  summer  residence  of  J. 
Fred.,  whose  headquarters  are  in  Pittsburg, 
where  for  the  past  ten  years  he  has  served  as 
traffic  manager  of  the  National  Tube  Com- 
pany and  controls  large  transportation  inter- 
ests. The  latter  was  born  in  the  city  of  Cleve- 
land August  16,  i860,  son  of  Oscar  and  Eliza- 
beth (Martin)  Townsend.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Greenwich,  Huron  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  March  22,  1838,  spent  his 
boyhood   and   received  a  district   school  and 


academic  education.  Later  he  attended  Cleve- 
land high  school,  leaving  the  latter  institution 
in  his  seventeenth  year.  His  next  distinctive 
step  in  life  was  to  enter  the  employ  of  the  Big 
Four  Railway  Company,  gradually  advancing 
to  the  presidency  both  through  great  force  of 
character  and  attractive  personal  qualities. 
These  leading  traits  made  him  one  of  the  most 
prominent  and  best-liked  railroad  men  of  the 
state,  his  death.  May  4,  1895,  being  widely 
noted  as  a  distinct  loss  to  the  transportation 
management  of  the  middle  west.  On  Decem- 
ber 22,  1856,  the  deceased  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Martin,  of  Greenwich,  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
(Rowland)  Martin.  The  four  children  of  this 
union  were  Frank  Martin,  who  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling 
Railway,  is  now  a  resident  of  Pittsburg;  J. 
Fred.  Townsend,  of  this  sketch ;  Willard  H.,  a 
railroad  contractor  of  Pittsburg;  and  Oscar, 
who  is  now  assistant  general  freight  agent  of 
the  Chicago  &  Great  Western  Railway  at  Pitts- 
burg. 

J.  Fred.  Townsend  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland  and 
later  at  Mount  Pleasant  Military  Academy, 
Sing  Sing,  New  York.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Cleveland,  Lorain  &  Wheeling 
Railway  Company  as  clerk,  afterward  being 
appointed  general  traffic  agent  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  holding  the  latter  position  until  1893. 
Mr.  Townsend  next  accepted  a  responsible 
position  with  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Rail- 
road at  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  after  remaining  in 
that  office  for  three  years  returned  to  Cleve- 
land as  general  freight  and  passenger  agent 
of  the  Wheeling  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad.  In 
1899  he  was  called  to  Pittsburg  to  assume  his 
present  position,  that  of  traffic  manager  of  the 
National  Tube  Company. 

On  November  22,  1882,  Mr.  Townsend  mar- 
ried Miss  Annie  Marie  Rodermond,  of  Haver- 
straw,  New  York,  daughter  of  Henry  Roder- 
mond, a  native  of  New  York  City  and  a  ship 
builder  of  good  standing.  The  children  of  this 
union  are  as  follows :  Richard  Rodermond,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  (1907)  in  literature  and  is 
attending  the  Pittsburg  Law  School  and  Eliza- 
beth Martin,  who  attended  Pennsylvania  Col- 
lege  for  Women  and  finished  her  education  at 
a  young  ladies'  seminary  at  Ogontz,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Mr.  Townsend's  beautiful  summer  resi- 
dence at  Chippewa  Lake  is  called  "Five  Oaks" 
from  the  grand  shade  trees  of  that  variety 
which  grace  his  grounds.     The  family  farm 
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comprises  about  eighty  acres,  including  pleas- 
ure grounds  (of  twenty  acres)  located  in  a 
grove  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Chippewa.  This 
place  is  situated  on  one  of  the  highest  points 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  being  550  feet  above  the 
level  of  Lake  Erie. 

Fred  L.  Leffingwell. — A  well  known  and 
highly  esteemed  resident  of  Kingsville,  Ash- 
tabula county,  Fred  L.  Leffing\vell  has  here 
been  profitably  engaged  in  horticultural  pur- 
suits for  many  years,  being  one  of  the  leading, 
fruit  producers  of  this  part  of  Ohio.  A  native 
of  Kingsville,  he  was  born  August  21,  1852, 
coming  from  substantial  New  England  an- 
cestry, his  parents  having  migrated  from  Dur- 
ham, Connecticut,  to  the  Western  Reserve 
early  in  the  "thirties,"  probably  about  1835. 
He  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  his  genera- 
tion of  the  Leffingwell  family. 

Interested  from  his  youth  in  the  art  and 
science  of  growing  plants  and  fruits,  Mr. 
Leffingwell  has  made  a  special  study  of  this 
branch  of  industry,  which  he  is  pursuing  with 
pleasure  and  profit.  He  has  had  wide  experi- 
ence and  in  the  raising  of  choice  fruits  has  ac- 
quired remarkable  skill,  his  large  and  sym- 
metrically planted  orchards  bearing,  abundantly 
each  season,  and  being  very  attractive  to  the 
passer-by,  betokening  to  even  the  most  casual 
observer  the  thrift,  industry,  skill,  and  wise 
management  of  the  proprietor  of  this  valuable 
estate. 

Ri:v.  Joseph  S.  Widmann. — The  first  seat 
of  Catholicity  in  the  state  of  Ohio  was  San- 
dusky, where  some  of  the  converted  Wyan- 
dots  began  to  settle  about  the  year  of  1740, 
while  in  the  following  year  of  1741  leather 
Armand  de  la  Richardie,  S.  J.,  led  a  party 
there  to  form  a  permanent  settlement  and  to 
withdraw  them  from  the  temptations  of  the 
French  fort  at  Detroit.  A  chapel  was  accord- 
ingly built  and  mass  regularly  celebrated  for 
some  years,  or  until  Chief  Nicholas  drove 
Father  Armand  de  la  Richardie  from  the  set- 
tlement, although  he  returned  there  in  1747. 
About  fifty-five  years  ago,  in  1855,  the  old  St. 
Mary's  church  was  built  for  the  ( ierman  Cath- 
olics of  Sandusky,  and  in  1873,  "n^^r  the  pas- 
torate of  the  Rev.  Father  AToes,  the  corner 
stone  for  the  new  and  present  church  was  laid, 
and  the  building  was  completed  in  1880,  at  a 
cost  of  $80,000.  This  is  one  of  the  largest 
churches  in  the  diocese,  containing  a  member- 
ship of  about  800  families,  about  fifty-four  of 


whom  have  been  members  for  fifty  years  or 
more. 

The  present  pastor  of  St.  Mary's  church  is 
the  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Widmann,  who  was  born 
in  Rice  township,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio, 
January  4,  1861,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary 
(Haffner)  Widmann,  who  were  from  Baden, 
Germany.  They  came  to  Sandusky  in  1848, 
later  settling  on  a  farm  in  Rice  township, 
which  is  still  the  home  of  the  mother,  the  father 
having  died  January  9,  1891.  Joseph  as  a  boy 
attended  the  district  school,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  entered  Canisius  College  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  where  he  was  a  student  for  five 
years,  and  then  entering  St.  Mary's  Seminary 
in  Cleveland  he  studied  there  during  the  fol- 
lowing six  years  and  was  ordained  for  the 
priesthood  on  the  8th  of  April,  1892,  by  Bishop 
Horstmann.  He  arrived  in  Sandusky  on  the 
24th  of  April,  following,  to  serve  as  the  assist- 
ant pastor  of  St.  Mary's  church,  spending  the 
first  year  under  Father  Heidegger;  was  then 
for  eight  years  under  Rev.  S.  Rebholz,  and  at 
the  death  of  Rev.  Rebholz,  on  the  7th  of  April, 
1901,  Rev.  Joseph  S.  Widmann  succeeded  to 
the  pastorate  and  still  presides  over  the  church. 
He  has  as  his  assistant  the  Rev.  Father  And- 
lauer.  During  his  pastorate  at  St.  Mary's  Rev. 
Father  Widmann  has  completed  the  erection 
of  a  large  school  building,  92  by  132  feet  in 
dimensions,  with  fifteen  class  rooms  and  an 
auditorium  containing  935  chairs,  the  entire 
basement  being  used  for  social  purposes  and 
contains  a  spacious  dining  room.  The  building 
was  completed  at  a  cost  of  about  $100,000. 
The  old  school  numbered  about  560  pupils, 
and  the  spacious  new  building  will  permit  the 
accommodation  of  800.  Rev.  Father  Widmann 
is  loved  and  honored  in  his  parish  and  in  his 
town,  and  he  is  thoroughly  earnest  and  sincere 
in  all  his  thoughts,  words  and  deeds. 

Edwix  R.  Culver. — Well  educated,  talented 
and  progressive,  Edwin  R.  Culver,  of  Medina, 
has  alwavs  identified  himself  with  the  interests 
of  ]Medina  county,  and  as  a  farmer  and  a 
teacher  has  amply  proved  his  ability  and  worth. 
He  has  ever  been  an  earnest  supporter  of  every 
feasible  project  for  advancing  the  educational 
and  moral  welfare  of  town  and  county  and  for 
])r()moting  its  social  progress.  A  native  of  this 
county,  he  was  born  August  t8,  1839,  in  Mont- 
ville  township,  a  son  of  Sidney  Culver.  His 
grandfather.  Miles  Culver,  came  from  New 
England  to  Ohio  as  early  as  1808,  becoming 
a  i)ioneer  of  Midcllebury,  in  that  part  of  the 
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hi  de:r.arc  as  a::  -Tistrv.oior.  Ho  is  alsv'*  c::- 
.traiireJ  :r.  ai:r:c::l:v.ra'.  ;.n!rs;:i:s.  owuiuii  a  tino 
far:::  ■  f  i^^  acres,  which  ho  inanaccs  wiili 
plea-::re  ani.i  i^r-^nt.  and  his  osiaio.  with  its 
corni'-nable  aiiii  convonionily  arraniiod  farm 
hiiiMings.  iriviTiir  lo  the  passor-hv  siihsiamial 
evidence  t~*i  the  excellent  care  and  skill  he  ho- 
st* >ws  upon  it. 

(  )n  A}>ril  5.  18' »i,  Mr.  t'ulvor  married  Mary 
Landis.  who  was  horn  in  Montconiorv  comilv, 
Pennsylvania.  Aiii::ust  iS,  1844,  and  as  a  cliild 
came  with  her  parents.  John  and  Sarah  l.andis. 
to  (  >hi»\  She  is  a  most  ostimahle  woman, 
much  re>pected  hy  all  who  know  her.  anil  slio 
was  baptized  in  the  laiih  oi  the  Methodi>t 
Episcopal  church. 

An  intluential  memher  oi  the  Kopuhlican 
party.  Mr.  L'ulver  has  hold  various  public  of- 
iicos.  and  in  1880  was  lan«l  appraiser  k^\  Mont- 
ville  township.  lM)r  oi.i::htoon  years  ho  was 
secretary  of  the  I'nion  Mutual  Insurance  (\>m- 
pany,  resipiinj^  that  ])osition  tt)  become  ]>rosi- 
dent  of  the  Eij^htnin;^^  \\in\  Mutual  l''iro  Pro 
tectivo  A>>ociation.  one  of  the  solid  in^tilulioiis 
of  (  )hio.  of  which  ho  was  a  proiiintor  and  be- 
came a  director.  Mo  is  alsn  secretary  of  tin* 
Medina  O unity  b'armors'  'roloplu»no  l'c»m]»an\. 
tilliuL^  the  ])osition  successfully  fr<MU  its  or 
ji^^anization  in  i<)(>5.  IK-  jnine(l  the  Patrons  of 
Husbandry  in  the  winter  of   iSi)^.  became  an 


ic::\x^  ,v.:d  :v,r.::cn:ia!  nu^n^KM'  and  larp'lv  la 

xre.:  av.v:  o:rtvic\i  the  bniUHnj^*  ot  a  line  JaiKo 

cr^w.i^v*  h.i".  a:  PvXwMikv  lie  Kvjme  nuiMoi  i»l 

M.:::v:**c  <.>Ani:v  u^vn  hs  or^^aniration  in  iS«»^^ 

.IV.;  vvr.:::n:c<  :o  hv\d  ihc  iv^siuon.  Uo  was  also 

ch.^cr.  :V":v^r.a  :r.as:cr  of  N!i\lnu  couuu  and 

hAs  ::iM  :hc  -Xaoo  f^^r  •.r.anx   \ears.     Mo  has 

"a':vrcvl  o,*ir:cs:'.\   v.*.  ::*.c  oax:so  vM'  pri^rossivo 

,ii:r:cv/.:::rc   ar.c.   !x'.:cnos   t!»o   jiv^^n,*:^'  or^ani 

--,i:\":  >  a  v.  :::">::: 'vlor  ^^f  'Jv   V'.noiican  iatnu'i. 

VvVa:>c  V  •  :::>  kr.v^uv.  ah:!:tx  av.vi  inilnouce  Mr, 

v'"I\or  was   rxvv!*.:'\    aiMv^m'od  hv   Vuwonu^v 

":lar-\  V,  :v^  Ve  a  t:v:^:1hv  x  t'  :ho  I'ar'nois*  Xa 

::.  v.a"  v.\'Vj:voss  v^:  :l:o  'v'tr.:cvl  Smic^  atul  i>  an 
1  ■   1       1     • 

■    *•■»  •»•,«••« '^x^"        \«      •  ••    «f      *v  v,  ■  \ 

'vSyvii  P.  Ku  i'.  o\\;tcv  a^ixl  %^jv»atx»i  ot  the 
l..\:i  >;iw ::'.:',*..  :>  ar.u^'a^  tlv  hoM  kuv^wn  nunni 
:ac:v.rcrs  o:  lurdwvvvl  !tnnhov  \\\  NU\hna  co\n\ 
:\   ar.K-.  :ho  WOtorn  Kosoivo.     Uiv  lav^io  auvl 
:v.v\'.err.  p'.a:^:  lu^:  xm^Ix   ti'ins  v^ui  >\tch  luntbov 
•v.  h;:lk.  !^v.:  Mvciali.-os  n\  i!\*  >a\\tni:  ol  ctalo 
::;v.lvr  tor  pv^tato.  co'.ow   atul  aj^p'o  U^\o>.  ns 
oi^ii'^v.:  \\\  'she  lalior  '.i:'.o  lvn\i>  \c»\   o\tonsi\o. 
Mr.    Rico's   success   and   hij^h   si,\udu\i;   as  a 
:r,an;:factnror  in  those  linos  have  boon  atlamo\l 
b>    >oars  of  clv^so  apphcaiion  auxl  l\aul  \\\Mk. 
a^  ho  has  Ivon  coi\noctod  with  the  sawn\dl  bnsi 
noss  over  smco  Kuh\^^l.     lie  t\u\   also  have 
inhoriiovl  his  liking  «^^ul  his  apinn\lo  |\m  ^onoial 
moclumics  and  ihis  special  industix.  since  son 
oral  i:onoralions  of  the  Kico  lannh.  auil  n\an\ 
\^\  its  ro]Mosoniaii\os.  ha\o  boon  loa\lois  \\\  M»o 
lumber    matmfachnes    oi    both     Ponns\|\,M\ta 
and  norlluMn  i  Mno. 

.\lr.  Kico  is  a  native  oi  i  halham  township. 
Medina  connix,  Kmu  on   \t>vondu't    m>.   iSs". 
and  is  a  son  o\  b>hn  and  i  lann.dt  [  Slino  ^  Ku  o 
The  i;randlathor.  Philli]^  Uioo,  wa*.  a  nalu\'  of 
PonnsNlvania  and  .m  oaiK  seiitoi  ol  t  Mno,  who 
married  a   Miss  .^^ai.di   Honnan.  ab***  .1  natn\' 
of  that  state.      The  malom.d  r,iandl.ilhoi   w.is 
one   i4   the   oarlx    settleis  o|    Medm.»   iounlN. 
doarini;  »nio  of  the  piotiei'i    lann-.  o|  t  h.tlb.un 
township  autl  spendmt'.  bis  l.ist  d.ix'>  .p-  .m  .umi 
eulturisl    tbeio.       b)hn    Kiee,    the      l.itbei      ol 
Joseph  P.,  was  lu»ni  in  W  .i\  ue  »  oumI\  ,  in  iS  '  |. 
and   w.is  edue:ited  .il     linnlN    - 1  liool  oj   hi     11. 1 
ti\e  eoUMlN . 

Mis    wile*,    p.ii  ent  >.     jo  rpji     .uid     li.i|iliiii.i 
(  liaei  )    Stiiie,    wete   ,uiioii|;    jjii'   hi    I    I  leiiii.iii 
\meri(Mn    ^eltiei  .  ol    lli.il    lo(.dil\         b'bii    b'lie 
ilied  in    l()<)7  and  In.  wih'  died  in    i')o^.       I  bi  \ 
bad  a    familv  ol   (Iiildii-n   .1.   injlow  .        b'M''' 
P..  oj   till,  leview  ;  Sal. lb    rieplmia.   who  111. 11 
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ried  Ed  Gilbert;  Irene  married  to  Ed  Auble; 
Clement  S.,  a  farmer  by  occupation;  William 
and  Mary  at  home. 

Joseph  P.  Rice  passed  his  boyhood  and  early 
school  days  in  Chatham  township,  where  he 
also  acquired  his  first  knowledge  of  the  saw- 
mill business  in  his  father's  establishment.  He 
continued  identified  with  the  business  until  his 
marriage  in  1880,  when  he  became  the  pro- 
prietor of  an  establishment  himself  at  Lodi,  the 
thirty  years  of  his  subseqeunt  experience  hav- 
ing made  him  the  well  known  manufacturer 
of  today.  He  resides  in  a  fine  home,  surround- 
ed by  native  forest  trees  and  situated  on  a 
commanding  elevation  in  the  western  part  of 
the  city.  All  his  surroundings  mark  him  as  a 
man  of  substance  and  taste — a  credit  to  his 
own  discerning  abilities  and  to  his  German- 
American  ancestry,  early  planted  in  New  Eng- 
land soil  and  marshaling  itself  in  line  with  the 
Revolutionary  soldiery.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph 
P.  Rice  have  become  the  parents  of  Lepha  L., 
who  married  Edwin  Wood ;  Grover  C,  now  a 
practicing  attorney,  married  Grace  Dean; 
Leona  Alice,  married  B.  E.  Carter;  and  Noble 
A.  and  John  E.,  who  live  at  home.  There  are 
three  grandchildren :  Glenn  Wood,  son  of  Ed- 
win Wood  and  wife;  Dorothy  Dean  Rice, 
daughter  of  Grover  C.  Rice,  and  Theo  Carter, 
daughter  of  B.  E.  Carter  and  wife. 

Harvey  E.  Albert,  whose  homestead  com- 
prises 116  acres  of  the  old  Albert  homestead 
in  Harrisville  township,  Medina  county,  is  a 
prosperous  type  of  the  present-day  agricul- 
turist. He  has  a  comfortable  home,  tastefully 
furnished  and  lighted  by  natural  gas ;  pos- 
sesses a  fine  touring  car,  which  is  the  means 
of  much  convenience  and  pleasure  to  his  family 
and  friends ;  his  farm  buildings  are  built  and 
arranged  for  the  safe  storage  or  expeditious 
handling  of  his  crops,  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
no  one  in  the  county  is  more  up-to-date  in 
machinery  equipment,  as  he  was  for  a  number 
of  years  a  successful  salesman  of  agricultural 
implements  and  is  therefore  an  expert  in  selec- 
tion and  operation.  Mr.  Albert  also  takes  a 
lively  interest  in  Republican  politics  and  local 
affairs  of  a  public  nature.  For  six  years  he 
was  himself  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and 
has  been  far  more  active  in  the  political  ad- 
vancement of  his  friends  than  of  himself. 

Mr.  Albert  is  a  native  of  Harrisville  town- 
ship, born  May  25,  i860,  and  is  the  oldest  son 
born  to  John  M.  and  Saphronia  (Loomis)  Al- 
bert.    Both  his  father  and    his    grandfather 


(Christian  Albert)  have  been  sturdy  pioneers 
in  the  agricultural  progress  of  the  township 
and  the  county,  and  their  records  will  be  found 
in  other  pages.  His  grandmother  (nee  Alzina 
Munson)  is  still  living,  nearly  ninety  years  of 
age,  and  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  re- 
markable of  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. Harvey  E.  received  his  education  in 
district  school  and  in  a  Lodi  select  school, 
afterward  working  on  the  parental  farm  until 
he  was  twenty  years  of  age.  After  his  mar- 
riage in  1881  he  purchased  116  acres  of  the 
old  homestead,  and  in  1901  bought  the  John 
Horner  farm  of  twenty-four  acres  near  Lodi. 
Mr.  Albert  remained  on  the  former  place  for 
sixteen  years,  then  moving  to  Lodi  and  engag- 
ing in  the  sale  of  agricultural  machinery  for 
the  Huber  Manufacturing  Company.  After 
being  six  years  in  its  employ  he  located  at 
Bellaire,  where  he  represented  the  Ohio  Har- 
vester Company  for  nine  years,  his  agency 
covering  Pennsylvania,  Ohio  and  Michigan. 
Since  leaving  this  business  field,  in  which  he 
was  remarkablv  successful,  he  has  closelv  de- 
voted  himself  to  the  development  of  the  fine 
property  on  which  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Al- 
bert's wife,  before  her  marriage,  was  Miss 
Minerva  Horner,  daughter  of  John  Horner, 
an  old  and  respected  citizen  of  Westfield  town- 
ship, and  the  children  of  their  marriage  have 
been  Mina  A.,  Iva  A.,  Harless  V.,  John  H., 
Nellie  M.,  Herman  D.,  Charles  (deceased) 
and  Luella  A.  Mina  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Miller,  and  Iva  is  the  wife  of  Claud  Xoali  and 
they  have  one  son,  Harry  G.  Harless  \'. 
married  Josephine  Jardine,  and  they  have  two 
children,  William  and  Marcella.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Albert  belong  to  the  Methodist  church  and  the 
Benhur  Lodge. 

Lewis  Loehr.  A  man  who  has  been  active 
and  influential  in  promoting  the  best  interests 
of  Guilford  township,  Lewis  Loehr,  now  living 
retired  at  Chippewa  Lake,  is  numbered  among 
the  citizens  of  good  repute  and  high  standing 
in  Medina  county,  where  the  larger  part  of 
his  life  has  been  spent.  Tie  was  for  many 
years  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is 
now  associated  with  several  of  the  leading 
business  organizations  of  this  ])art  of  the 
county.  A  son  of  Jacob  Loehr,  he  was  born, 
July  10,  1847,  in  Northampton  county,  Pcim- 
svlvania,  of  German  ancestry. 

In  185 1  Jacob  Loehr  came  with  his  family 
to  the  W^estern  Reserve,  locating  near  River 
Styx  in  Guilford  township,  where  he  at  first 


(2^.%^U^fr~  //^t./^ 


\  I 


.  •.   1  • '    • 


I         *I      *  «'l  ^  . 


.  J 


•  11..  • 


i' :  ■  I ' » 


r 


t       ;n 


V. 


o1 


•         « 
t 


I    .>    .    : 


f    < 


.     :  :    '•  - 
■ ' '  -.    lit 

I  <  ft 

i« >   .1 
•  I.  \  (. .  ■  1 '. 


.'   •  •'  ^.   >:  .  ^'     'v    1- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1617 


purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
subsequently  buying  one  hundred  acres  more. 
A  part  of  his  purchase  was  still  in  its  virgin 
wildness.  Clearing  the  entire  tract,  he  en- 
gaged in  general  farming  and  stock  raising, 
always  herding  a  good  flock  of  sheep  and  re- 
maining on  his  homestead  busily  employed  un- 
til his  death.  He  married  Catherine  Beck,  also 
a  native  of  Northampton  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  they  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  Lewis,  the  special  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Jeremiah;  William,  deceased; 
Frank,  residing  in  Summit  county;  Benjamin, 
of  Guilford  township;  and  Jacob,  also  of  Guil- 
ford township. 

Obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools,  which  he  attended  winters  only,  Lewis 
Loehr  remained  at  home  until  attaining  his 
majority,  when  he  started  in  life  on  his  own 
account,  for  four  years  living,  in  Westfield 
township,  near  Leroy.  Having  accumulated 
some  money  Mr.  Loehr  then  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  acres  of  land  in  Guilford 
township,  near  the  village,  and  began  farming 
for  himself.  Success  smiled  on  his  ventures, 
and  he  made  frequent  investments  in  other 
lands,  becoming  owner  of  four  good  farms 
lying  not  very  far  apart.  He  carried  on  mixed 
farming,  making  a  specialty  of  raising  wheat 
and  stock,  keeping  sheep  of  a  high  grade  for 
the  producing  of  both  wool  and  mutton.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  until  1906, 
when  he  relegated  the  management  of  his  es- 
tates to  his  sons  and  sons-in-law,  and  removed 
to  his  present  residence  at  Chippewa  Lake. 

Mr.  Loehr  has  been  twice  married:  He 
married  first  Maggie  Overholt,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Markley)  Overholt,  of 
Guilford  township.  She  died  in  1907.  In 
1908  Mr.  Loehr  married  for  his  second  wife 
]\Irs.  Amelia  Loehr,  widow  of  William  Loehr. 
Mr.  Loehr's  first  wife  bore  him  five  children, 
namely:  Anna,  wife  of  Samuel  Friedt,  of  Guil- 
ford township;  Fictta,  wife  of  Charles  Rein- 
hardt,  also  of  Guilford  township;  Ella,  wife 
of  A.  L.  Miller,  of  the  same  township ;  Emory, 
deceased,  and  Charley,  a  farmer.  A  zealous 
advocate  of  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  ^Ir.  Jjoehr  has  served  as  a  member  of 
the  local  school  board  a  number  of  terms; 
was  a  trustee  of  Guilford  township  nine  terms ; 
and  for  six  years  was  infirmary  director.  He 
is  a  man  of  undoubted  business  qualifications, 
and,  with  William  H.  Haver,  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  Lightning  Rod  Mutual  Fire 
Protective  Association  of  Seville,  Ohio,  and 


has  since  been  one  of  its  directors.  This  is  one 
of  the  solid  institutions  of  the  state,  and  was 
capitalized  at  two  million  dollars.  Mr.  Loehr 
is  also  a  director  and  a  large  stockholder  in  the 
J.  W.  Gorrell  Coal  Company  at  Bellaire,  Ohio, 
the  company  owning  five  thousand  acres  of 
coal  land,  with  a  six  foot  vein  of  Pittsburg 
coal.  No.  8,  its  capacity  of  output  being  two 
thousand,  five  hundred  tons  of  coal  a  day. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Loehr  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Acme  Lutheran  church  of  Guilford  town- 
ship, of  which  he  has  been  a  trustee  for  years. 

Rev.  John  Klute  is  one  of  the  prominent 
and  earnest  Christian  workers  in  Youngstown, 
pastor  for  twenty-six  years  of  St.  Joseph's 
Catholic  church.  He  was  born  in  Westphalia, 
Germany,  October  17,  1847,  ^^^  he  is  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Gertrude  Klute,  and  the  only 
son  in  their  family  of  seven  children  to  reside 
in  America.  He  completed  his  collegiate 
course  at  Cologne  before  coming  to  America, 
and  reaching  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  June,  1870, 
he  entered  St.  Mary's  Seminary  and  for  four 
years  pursued  the  studies  which  fitted  him  for 
the  priesthood,  being  ordained  on  the  8th  of 
August,  1874,  by  Bishop  R.  Gilmore.  During 
the  following  six  years  his  duties  were  confined 
to  various  missions  in  Paulding,  Defiance,  Ot- 
tawa and  Sandusky  counties,  and  in  May,  1880, 
he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  churches  at 
Hubbard  and  Vienna,  in  Trumbull  county,  and 
remained  in  parochial  work  there  until  trans- 
ferred to  Youngstown,  in  August,  1883. 

Since  the  Rev.  Father  Klute  took  charge  of 
St.  Joseph's  parish  on  the  nth  of  August, 
1883,  many  remarkable  changes  have  been 
inaugurated,  the  beautiful  church  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Wick  and  Rayen  avenues  having  been 
built,  a  fine  school  edifice  has  been  constructed, 
and  in  material  as  well  as  in  spiritual  matters 
St.  Joseph's  has  kept  pace  with  churches  of 
the  same  size  in  other  cities,  and  has  proved 
a  credit  to  its  pastor,  to  its  people  and  to  its 
town.  In  June.  1900,  Father  Klute  bought  Dr. 
Mathew's  residence  and  converted  it  into  a 
parsonage,  the  former  one  on  Wick  avenue 
being  given  to  the  Sisters  of  Xotre  Dame,  who, 
in  September  of  1903,  took  charge  of  St.  Jo- 
seph's parochial  school.  This  school  at  the 
present  time  numbers  320  pupils,  and  the  par- 
ish is  composed  of  240  families.  A  man  of 
ripe  scholarship  and  marked  ability,  one  whose 
life  has  long  been  consecrated  to  the  cause  of 
the  Master  and  the  uplifting,  of  man,  there  is 
particular  propriety  in  here  directing  attention 
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to  the  life  history  of  the  pastor  for  so  many 
years  of  St.  Joseph's  Catholic  church  at 
Youngstown,  the  Rev.  John  Klute.  He  is  rec- 
ognized by  all  denominations  as  a  broad  man 
who  respects  every  honest  Christian,  no  matter 
to  what  church  they  pay  homage.  He  is  a 
favorite  among  the  best  classes  of  all  people 
in  his  town,  who  always  stand  ready  to  lend 
him  a  helping  hand  in  all  of  his  Christian  work. 

George  Hill.  On  Christmas  day,  1909.  the 
Christian  fortitude  of  George  Hill,  the  veteran 
and  honored  citizen  of  Lenox  township,  was 
taxed  to  the  utmost  bv  the  death  of  his  beloved 
wife,  who  had  shared  the  hardships  and  pleas- 
ures of  their  wedded  life  in  Ashtabula  county 
for  a  period  of  more  than  forty-five  years ;  in 
fact,  their  wedding  anniversary  had  occurred 
but  a  week  before  they  parted  forever  in  this 
life.  A  faithful  and  affectionate  son  and 
daughter — the  latter  married — were  left  to  the 
sorrowing  husband;  but,  with  necessary  ties 
and  interests  of  their  own,  their  care  and  solici- 
tude could  never  replace  the  ministrations  of 
the  departed,  and  a  short  time  after  her  death, 
to  the  deep  regret  of  numerous  friends,  Mr. 
Hill  sold  his  fine  stock  farm,  disposed  of  his 
business  affairs,  and  mov-ed  to  California. 

His  long  residence  in  Lenox  township  won 
for  Mr.  Hill  admiration  for  his  abilities  and 
deep  respect  for  his  honorable  dealings  and 
stanch  character.  A  native  son  of  England, 
he  was  born  on  the  15th  of  June,  1836. 
Thomas  Hill,  the  father,  was  proprietor  of  the 
noted  hotel,  the  "Angel  Inn"  at  Brigstock, 
Northamptonshire,  but  in  1847  made  his  ven- 
ture into  the  United  States,  landing  in  New 
York  on  November  15th  of  that  year,  and  lo- 
cating first  at  Austinburg,  Ashtabula  county. 
A  year  later  he  went  to  Rock  Creek,  Morgan 
township,  and  thence,  after  three  years'  resi- 
dence, moved  to  Geneva,  where  he  settled  on 
his  five  hundred-acre  farm.  He  not  only  en- 
gaged in  general  agricultural  operations  but 
conducted  quite  a  large  industry  in  the  manu- 
facture of  cheese,  which  he  shipped  to  Eng- 
land. 

Before  leaving  his  native  land  Thomas  Hill 
had  wedded  ]\Iary  Ann  Beasley,  who  bore  him 
the  following:  William,  born  September  18, 
1835,  who  is  married  and  resides  at  Geneva ; 
George,  born  June  15,  1836,  whose  biography 
follows:  Walter,  born  May  5,  1838,  who  died 
as  a  resident  of  Geneva  in  1894:  Frank,  who 
was  born  in  1840,  married  Sarah  Greensley 
and  is  farming  near  Geneva ;  Rowland,  born  in 


1842,  who  married  a  Miss  York  and  is  now  a 
retired  citizen  of  Ashtabula  town;  Thomas, 
who  was  born  in  1845  ^"^  died  in  February, 
1905,  his  family  residing  on  the  old  homestead 
at  Geneva ;  and  Emma,  who  was  born  in  1847, 
married  Isaiah  Flint  and  is  also  living  at 
Geneva. 

George  Hill  commenced  his  education  in  a 
private  school  at  Corby,  England,  which  he 
attended  for  three  years,  when  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  the  United  States,  continuing 
his  studies  at  Austinburg  and  assisting  his 
father  on  the  home  farm  until  his  marriage  in 
his  twenty-ninth  year.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
worked  faithfully  together  in  the  care  and 
improvement  of  their  family  and  homestead, 
and  .when  Mr.  Hill  moved  to  California  he 
was  the  owner  of  a  fine  country  estate  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres.  Besides  general 
farming,  he  had  conducted  extensive  dairy 
operations,  and  for  twenty  years  had  been  a 
leading  dealer  in  gjain,  feed  and  fertilizers. 
During  the  past  fifteen  years  he  also  became 
widely  known  as  a  livestock  breeder,  his  Jer- 
sey cattle,  Leicestershire  sheep  and  fine  horses 
all  having  taken  premiums  at  the  various  fairs 
where  they  have  been  entered.  In  fact,  there 
is  scarcely  any  line  of  agriculture  or  its  re- 
lated industries  and  business  in  which  he  has 
not  made  a  marked  success,  retaining  at  the 
same  time  the  unqualified  respect  of  his  asso- 
ciates and  neighbors. 

On  the  i8th  of  December,  1864,  Mr.  Hill 
married  ]\Tiss  Drusilla  V.  Massingham,  who 
was  born  in  Trumbull  township,  Ohio,  on  the 
3rd  of  March,  1845,  and  her  death  removed 
from  earthly  labors  a  true  wife,  mother  and 
Christian  woman.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  active  members  of  the  local  grange  and 
in  this  field,  as  in  all  others,  were  helpmates  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word.  Mr.  Hill  himself 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  serving  for  six  years  as  leader  of  the 
choir  at  Geneva.  His  daughter,  Allie  DeMaud 
Hill,  is  the  wife  of  Tice  Webber,  who  is  rep- 
resented in  other  pages  of  this  work.  Elwin 
Kendall  Hill,  the  son,  was  born  August  5, 
1869,  ^"<^  is  a  resident  of  Cleveland,  where  he 
is  well  known  as  a  manufacturer  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Electric  Respirone  Company.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  the  Valparaiso  Law  College ; 
traveled  four  years  as  a  lecturer,  and  taught 
elocution  and  oratory  for  four  years  at  Mount 
I'nion  College.  He  has,  however,  shown  more 
decided  talents  as  an  inventor  and  broad- 
gauged  business  man.     His  first  patent  was 
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issued  when  he  was  only  sixteen  years  old,  he 
being  then  the  youngest  patentee  in  the  United 
States.  He  is  especially  prominent  in  the  line 
of  electrical  manufactures. 

RoY  H.  Williams,  ex-prosecuting  attorney 
of  Erie  county,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
most  progressive  representatives  of  the 
younger  generation  of  lawyers  in  Sandusky. 
He  is  a  native  of  Milan,  Ohio,  born  September 
I,  1874,  to  Charles  Ronald  and  Helen  Hor- 
tense  (Hughes)  Williams.  His  mother's 
family  represents  a  widely  known  pioneer  ele- 
ment in  West  Huron,  Ohio,  and  his  father 
was  a  well  known  educator  of  Northern  Ohio, 
having  served  for  several  years  as  superin- 
tendent of  the  Western  Reserve  Normal  school 
at  Milan. 

The  Williams  family  was  founded  in  this 
country  by  William  Williams,  who  located  at 
Salem,  Massachusetts,  in  1629,  coming  from 
the  mother  country  of  England.  As  he  died 
soon  after  landings  his  son,  Abraham  Williams, 
is  considered  the  real  progenitor  of  the  family 
in  America.  Abraharn  Williams  became  one 
of  the  proprietors  of  Watertown,  Massachu- 
setts, and  it  was  from  the  old  Bay  state  that 
the  family  came  to  the  Western  Reserve. 
Larkin  Williams,  the  great-grandfather  of  Roy 
H.,  was  born  October  8,  1765 ;  married  Miss 
Lydia  Messinger,  of  Becket,  Massachusetts, 
and  in  October  18 17,  moved  with  his  family 
to  Avon,  Lorain  County,  Ohio.  He  was  the 
first  township  clerk  there,  and  died  June  13, 
1840.  Henry  Williams,  the  great-uncle  of  Roy 
H.,  became  superintendent  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Normal  school  at  Milan.  His 
nephew,  David  (the  paternal  grandfather) 
was  a  resident  of  Oberlin,  where  he  died  De- 
cember s,  i860.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable 
that  Mr.  Williams'  father  finally  became  super- 
intendent of  the  normal  school  mentioned,  his 
death  occurring  at  Milan,  September  8,  1879. 
The  m<)ther  is  still  living  at  that  place. 

Mr.  Williams  of  this  sketch  obtained  his 
earlier  education  at  the  Milan  High  school 
and  in  the  business  department  of  the  normal 
institute.  He  then  became  a  student  at  Oberlin 
College,  in  which  he  remained  until  the  sopho- 
more year,  when  he  entered  the  University  of 
Michigan,  completing  therein  special  literary 
courses  as  well  as  his  regular  law  course. 
He  graduated  from  the  latter  in  1897,  and  re- 
moved at  once  to  Sandusky,  there  engaging  in 
private  practice.     In  January,   1901,  he  was 


elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Erie  county, 
and  served  in.  that;  capacity  for  four  years. 
He  was  then  connected  for  about  a  year  with 
the  firm  of  Williams  and  Ramsey  and  later 
with  the  firm  of  King,  Williams  and  Ram- 
sey, but  in  the  fall  of  1908  he  formed  his 
present  partnership  under  the  firm  name  of 
Williams  and  Steinemann.  Mr.  Williams  is 
a  member  of  Perseverance  Lodge,  F.  and  A. 
M.  of  Sandusky.  On  December  7,  1898,  he 
married  Miss  Verna  Lockwood,  of  Milan,  his 
wife  being  a  daughter  of  Ralph  ]\I.  Lockwood, 
one  of  the  descendants  of  a  pioneer  of  that 
locality  who  came  from  Norwalk,  Connecticut. 

Lee  Elliott. — A  cultured  and  highly  tal- 
ented man,  well  versed  in  the  intricacies  of  the 
law,  Lee  Elliott,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Se- 
ville, is  widely  known  as  one  of  the  most  able 
and  successful  jurists  of  this  part  of  Medina 
county.  A  native  of  Ohio,  he  was  born,  in 
February,  1851,  in  Wayne  county,  a  son  of 
Andrew  Elliott.  Thomas  Elliott,  grandfather 
of  Lee  Elliott,  was  born  in  Ireland,  and  as  a 
young  man  emigrated  to  this  country.  Locating 
in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  he  became  one  of  its 
most  prosperous  farmers  and  influential  citi- 
zens. He  was  elected  to  the  first  General  As- 
sembly of  Ohio,  and  became  an  important  fac- 
tor in  the  administration  of  public  affairs,  serv- 
ing sixteen  terms  in  the  state  legislature.  He 
died  in  Jefferson  county,  beloved  and  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Andrew  Elliott  was  born 
in  1808  in  Jefferson  county,  and  after  attaining 
his  majority  settled  in  Milton  township,  Wayne 
county,  where  he  was  prosperously  employed 
in  mixed  farming  until  his  death,  in  1859.  He 
married  Julia  Shane,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
Shane,  a  pioneer  of  Jefferson  county.  She 
died  in  1893.  Five  sons  and  two  daughters 
blessed  their  union,  and  of  these  two  are  now 
living,  Alice,  wife  of  James  H.  Shane,  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  of  East  Orange,  N.  J.  and 
Lee,  the  special  subject  of  this  brief  sketch. 

Lee  Elliott  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  Wavne 
county,  after  which  he  completed  the  course  of 
study  at  Canaan  Academy,  and  then  entered 
the  Western  Reserve  College  at  Hudson  where 
he  remained  two  years.  Returning  to  Seville, 
y[x.  Elliott  read  law  with  Hon.  J.  C.  Johnson, 
a  prominent  attorney,  and  in  1872,  at  Colum- 
bus, was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su- 
preme Court.  He  has  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
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Seville,  and  is  well  knoiK*n  as  a  wise  and  able 
lawyer  and  a  safe  counsellor,  ha^'ing  a  large 
and  lucrative  clientele. 

Mr.  Elliott  married,  in  1876.  Mar\'  Stanlev. 
of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Xa- 
thaniel  and  .\nn  Stanlev.  Politicallv  Mr. 
Elliott  is  independent,  voting  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  conscience,  regardless  of  part}' 
affiliations.  He  is  prominently  connected  with 
the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insurance  Company,  hav- 
ing since  1893  been  a  member  of  its  board  of 
directors  and  its  attomev,  Fratemallv  he  is 
a  member  of  Se\'ille  Lodge,  Xo.  74,  F.  &  A. 
M. :  of  Medina  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. :  of  Wooster 
Commander}-.  K.  T..  and  of  Wooster  Consis- 
tor\-.  Mr.  Elliott  is  also  identified  with  one 
of  the  important  industries  of  this  ^-icinity,  be- 
ing one  of  the  principal  stockholders  of  the 
tile  factory  in  Lafayette  township. 

Abram  Hexry  Stanley.  —  Throughout 
northern  and  western  Ohio  the  name  of  Stan- 
ley is  synon\Tnous  with  thrift,  enterprise  and 
prosperit}'.  and  has  long  been  prominently 
known  in  the  Western  Resene.  Abram  Henrv 
Stanlev,  with  whom  this  sketch  is  chieflv  con- 
cemed.  has  been  associated  in  a  business  wav 
with  the  leading  citizens  of  many  states,  and 
as  a  man  of  honor  and  int^rity  is  universally 
respected.  Ha\'ing  by  wise  management  and 
judicious  investments  acctmiulated  much 
wealth,  he  is  now  living  retired  from  active 
pursuits,  spending  his  winters  in  Toledo  and 
his  summers  at  Chippewa  Lake,  Medina 
county,  where,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  lake,  he 
has  a  charming  cottage,  made  attractive  by  the 
large  number  of  beautiful  sugar  maples  and 
ma^ificent  elms,  while  near  by  is  a  spring  of 
pure  water,  pjossessing  rare  medical  proper- 
ties. The  representatives  of  a  pioneer  family 
of  the  Western  Reser\'e,  Mr.  Stanley  was  bom, 
Januar>'  7,  183 1,  in  Xorthfield  township.  Sum- 
mit countv,  a  son  of  Daniel  S.  Stanlev. 

Born  in  Xew  York  state  in  1800,  Daniel  S. 
Stanlev  came  to  the  Reserve  about  18 18,  and 
here  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in 
1880.  After  his  marriage  he  bought  a  tract  of 
heavily  timbered  land  in  Xorthfield  township, 
erected  the  typical  log  cabin  of  the  pioneer, 
and  in  the  course  of  years,  by  means  of  per- 
sistent toil,  transformed  the  part  of  the  forest 
belonging  to  him  into  a  fine  farming  estate. 
He  was  a  man  of  versatile  talents,  skilful  as  a 
mechanic,  and  in  addition  to  tilling  the  soil 
worked  as  a  carpenter  and  contractor,  and  was 
for  a  time  interested  in  the  clothing  business. 


He  married  Harriet  Cranmer,  who  was  l>:»ni 
in  Xew  York  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
Summit  coimt>-,  Ohio,  in  childhood.  She  was 
bom  in  1802,  and  died  in  1880.  Twelve  chil- 
dren were  bom  to  them,  namely:  German 
Stanley,  deceased :  Mar>-,  deceased ;  Jeremiah, 
deceased ;  Daniel,  deceased :  Abram  Henr}-.  the 
subject  of  this  brief  bic^rraphical  sketch; 
Esther,  deceased :  Morris  W. :  Sarah  J. :  Lu- 
cian  B. :  Ernest  J.;  Wilbur  P.,  and  Adelbert, 
deceased. 

In  common  with  his  brothers  and  sisters, 
Abram  Henr\-  Stanley  was  brought  up  on  the 
home  farm  and  educated  in  the  rural  schools  of 
his  day.  He  subsequently  assisted  his  father 
both  on  the  farm  and  in  the  clothing  store,  re- 
maining with  his  parents  until  1852.  Going  in 
that  year  to  Qeveland,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Delamater  Brothers,  builders  and  con- 
tractors, principally  of  public  works,  a  firm 
with  which  he  was  connected  for  a  long  period 
of  time,  during  the  last  eighteen  years  of  the 
time  being  a  member  of  the  firm.  While  thus 
employed  Mr.  Stanley  in  his  work  of  installing 
water-works,  laying  out  sewers  and  making 
excavations  of  diflFerent  kinds  was  called  to 
\'arious  large  cities  and  towns,  not  only  in 
Ohio,  but  throughout  Indiana,  Michigan.  Xew 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  met  with  men  of 
distinction  in  both  business  and  social  circles. 
Disposing  of  his  interests  in  the  company  in 
1903,  Mr.  Stanley  has  since  lived  retired  from 
active  pursuits,  having  been  successful  in  ac- 
quiring a  competency.  He  has  propert>*  of 
value  both  in  Cleveland  and  Toledo.  recei\'ing 
from  his  investments  a  substantial  annual  in- 
come. 

Mr.  Stanlev  married,  in  i8s4.  Loretta  H. 
Waters,  who  was  bom  in  Xorthfield  township. 
Summit  county,  and  is  an  own  cousin  of  Chief 
Justice  Waite  of  Ohio.  Mrs.  Stanley  died  in 
1907,  leaving  one  daughter,  Mable  Grace,  wife 
of  George  A.  Craig,  of  Toledo.  Politically  Mr. 
Stanley  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  public  office.  Fraternally  he 
has  been  a  Mason  for  over  forty  years,  and  is 
a  member  of  Evergreen  Lodge,  Xo.  222,  F.  & 
A.  M.,  of  Conneaut,  Ohio. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Bueciiner,  an  able  practitioner 
of  Youngstown,  and  surgeon  to  the  City  Hos- 
pital and  the  Erie  Railroad  Company,  is  cred- 
itably maintaining  the  family  name  and  tradi- 
tions as  to  professional  activity  and  standing. 
He  is  a  son  of  the  late  Dr.  William  L.  Buech- 
ner,  for  half  a  centurv  one  of  the  best  known 
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physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  city,  and  a  citi- 
zen of  the  highest  character  and  achievements. 
The  direct  ancestors  for  several  generations 
have  been  physicians,  as  also  were  four  of  the 
younger  doctor's  great-uncles,  one  of  whom 
perished  with  Napoleon's  soldiers  while  heroic- 
ally performing  his  duties  as  a  surgeon  in  the 
disastrous  retreat  from  Moscow.  Dr.  William 
L.  Buechner  was  a  native  of  the  grand  duchy 
of  Hesse,  Gennany,  born  on  the  3d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1830,  and  in  1853  graduated  from  the 
University  of  Giessen.  In  the  fall  of  that  year 
he  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located 
for  practice  at  Pittsburg,  but  in  the  spring  of 
the  succeeding  year  moved  to  Youngstown, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
in  September,  1904.  The  deceased  was  an 
active  member  of  the  State  and  County  Med- 
ical societies;  was  local  surgeon  for  the  New 
York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and 
a  member  of  the  profession  whose  high  attain- 
ments in  his  calling  were  made  doubly  effect- 
ive by  his  fine  character  as  a  man  and  a  citi- 
zen. As  councilman,  member  of  the  board  of 
education  and  board  of  health,  and  as  health 
officer  of  the  city,  he  was  deeply  respected  and 
much  admired  for  the  faithfulness  and  ability 
of  his  service  to  the  municipality.  He  was 
also  a  Mason  of  high  standing.  In  March, 
1858,  Dr.  William  L.  Buechner  wedded  Miss 
Elvira  Heiner,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  whose 
father,  John  Heiner,  was  the  first  mayor  of 
Youngstown. 

W.  H.  Buechner,  one  of  the  children  of  this 
union,  was  bom  at  Youngstown  in  May,  1864 ; 
spent  his  boyhood  in  attendance  at  the  city 
schools  and  completed  his  literary  education 
at  the  Rayen  high  school.  After  reading  medi- 
cine with  his  father  he  matriculated  in  the 
medical  department  of  the  Western  Reserve 
University,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1885. 
A  post-graduate  course  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  followed,  and  he  then  spent  four 
years  in  celebrated  European  clinics,  three 
years  of  that  period  being  occupied  as  an  as- 
sistant to  Professor  Von  Volkmann,  surgeon 
of  the  great  University  Hospital  at  Halle,  Ger- 
manv. 

In  1890  Dr.  Buechner  returned  to  Youngs- 
town, where  he  has  since  devoted  himself  to 
professional  work  as  a  surgeon.  His  high 
standing  has  long  since  been  assured,  and  he 
has  become  especially  well  known  for  his  sur- 
gical connection  with  the  Youngstown  City 
Hospital,  to  whose  progress  as  a  leading  mu- 
nicipal charity  he  has  greatly  contributed.  The 


doctor  is  also  an  active  and  valued  member  of 
the  Mahoning  County,  Ohio  State  and  Amer- 
ican Medical  Associations,  and  his  prominence 
in  Masonrv  is  indicated  by  his  membership  in 
the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter  and  Commandery  at 
Youngstown,  and  in  the  other  bodies  at  Cin- 
cinnati.   He  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Elks. 

William  Crawford. — ^A  progressive  agri- 
culturist located  on  a  fine  farm  a  short  distance 
north  of  Seville,  Guilford  township,  Medina 
county,  William  Crawford  is  the  grandson  of 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
Reserve.  William  Crawford,  his  father,  was  a 
native  of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
born  May  5,  1806,  and  when  thirteen  years  of 
age  was  brought  by  his  parents,  James  and 
Sally  (Black)  Crawford,  to  the  new  family 
home  in  the  forests  of  the  Western  Reserve 
now  embraced  by  a  fertile  tract  of  agricultural 
land  in  Guilford  township.  A  small  clearing 
was  made  for  the  little  log  house  which  was 
soon  in  place,  and  wife  and  children  were 
sheltered  in  it  for  many  years.  Besides  the 
parents,  there  were  Josiah,  James  C,  Margaret 
(now  the  wife  of  Landon  Murray)  and  Will- 
iam. In  mature  manhood  the  youngest  son 
married  Miss  Rebekah  Smith,  who  was  born 
in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  April  30, 
1811.  After  their  union  (May  7,  1840)  they 
settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  about  one  mile  and  a  half  north  of 
Seville,  which  Mr.  Crawford  actively  culti- 
vated and  stocked  with  cattle  and  sheep  until 
his  death  August  28,  1876.  His  wife  passed 
away  May  7,  1889,  mother  of  the  following: 
Susan,  deceased,  who  married  John  Null; 
Jane,  who  became  Mrs.  Columbus  Chapman; 
Sarah,  who  died  as  the  wife  of  Milo  Barnhart ; 
Hannah,  who  is  Mrs.  Anthony  Fretz,  of  Woos- 
ter,  Ohio;  Isabel  Crawford,  unmarried;  James 
and  Jesse,  who  are  both  deceased;  William, 
of  this  biography ;  Addie,  who  married  Samuel 
Dundas,  of  ^lontville  township,  this  county; 
and  Eliza,  who  died  in  infancy. 

During  the  winters  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  William  Crawford,  Jr.  attended  the  dis- 
trict school  in  Guilford  township,  but  from  his 
seventeenth  year  until  his  majority  gave  his 
entire  time  to  his  father  as  assistant  on  the 
farm.  At  the  death  of  the  senior  Mr.  Craw- 
ford the  son  took  charge  of  the  home  place  and 
still  conducts  it.  It  comprises  sixty-two  acres 
of  choice  land,  with  good  live-stock  and  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  is  one  of  the  desirable 
places  in  the  township.     ]\Ir.  Crawford  is  un- 
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married,  his  sister  making  her  home  with  him 
and  presiding  over  the  household;  both  are 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  church  at 
Seville,  and  are  representatives  of  a  pioneer 
family  of  recognized  prominence. 

Hon.  Charles  P.  Wickham. — The  salient 
traits  of  Judge  Wickham's  personality,  whether 
he  is  considered  as  a  citizen,  soldier  or  pro- 
fessional man,  are  conservatism  united  with 
unusual  energies  and  broad  progressive  ten- 
dencies, founded  upon  well  considered  actions. 
There  are  few  families  in  Huron  county,  es- 
pecially in  Norwalk,  which  are  more  widely 
or  more  favorably  known  than  the  one  which 
he  so  well  represents.  He  is  the  son  of  Fred- 
erick W.  and  Lucy  (Bancroft)  Wickham,  be- 
ing the  eldest  in  a  family  of  thirteen.  His 
ancestors  are  of  old  Puritan  stock,  paternally 
descended  from  Governor  Winthrop,  of  Mass- 
achusetts. His  grandfather,  William  Wick- 
ham, was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  and  settled 
at  an  early  date  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Ontario, 
at  Sodus  Point,  New  York.  Of  his  four  sons, 
Samuel  sailed  the  great  lakes  as  captain  and 
owner  for  many  years.  Another  son  became 
the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  fish-pack- 
ing establishments  of  Lake  Erie,  located  at 
Huron  in  Erie  county,  and  at  his  death  was 
considered  one  of  the  prominent  marine  men 
of  that  region.  Frederick,  the  third  son,  had 
also  inherited  a  preference  for  a  residence  near 
the  shores  of  the  lakes,  and  in  his  young  man- 
hood located  a  few  miles  inland  at  Norwalk, 
where  he  later  in  life  became  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Reflector.  This  newspaper  had 
been  established  in  1830  as  the  Huron  Reflector 
by  Samuel  Preston ;  and  his  daughter,  Lucy, 
became  the  wife  of  Frederick.  They  established 
themselves  in  the  center  of  the  town  of  Nor- 
walk in  an  old  fashioned  house  built  bv  Mr. 
Preston.  There  thirteen  children  were  born, 
twelve  of  whom  were  reared  to  maturity.  In 
the  upper  floor  of  this  building  was  also  in- 
stalled the  printing  office  of  the  Reflector.  A 
trade  was  thus  provided  for  these  growing 
sons  and  daughters  in  their  very  household, 
and  most  of  the  children  who  reached  manhood 
and  womanhood  were  followers  of  that  craft. 

Charles  Preston  Wickham  inherited  from 
both  his  parents  their  love  for  books  and  learn- 
ing. He  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  old  academy  at  Norwalk.  In 
April,  1858  he  completed  his  course  at  the 
Cincinnati  Law  School,  having  definitely  de- 
cided that  he  would  not  follow  in  the  foot- 


steps of  his  grandfather  Preston  and  his  father, 
and  cultivate  the  field  of  newspaperdom.  In 
the  month  and  year  mentioned  he  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  the  district  court  of  Hamilton 
county,  and  located  at  once  in  Norwalk.  In 
August,  i860,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma  J.  Wildman,  daughter  of  Freder- 
ick A.  and  Mariett  (Patch)  Wildman,  both 
natives  of  Danbury,  Connecticut,  who  had  re- 
moved successively  to  Clarksfield  and  Norwalk. 
A  month  and  a  year  of  married  life  passed 
before  the  young  lawyer  enlisted  for  service 
in  the  Civil  war.  In  September,  186 1,  he 
joined  the  Fifty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, bade  farwell  to  his  young,  wife  and  infant 
of  a  few  months,  the  latter  of  whom  he  was 
never  to  see  again.  Judge  Wickham  con- 
cluded his  military  service  July  19,  1865,  hav- 
ing passed  through  the  grades  of  private,  first 
lieutenant,  captain,  major  and  lieutenant  colo- 
nel. During  this  period  he  had  obtained  a 
high  reputation  for  bravery,  discretion  and 
disciplinary  talents.  While  serving  as  major 
he  was  appointed  by  the  President  lieutenant 
colonel  of  volunteers  by  brevet,  his  promotion 
being  "for  gallant  and  meritorious  service  in 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas."  The  engage- 
ments in  which  he  partook  embrace  second 
Bull  Run,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  the  operations  from  Chatta- 
nooga to  Atlanta,  including,  the  battles  of 
Resaca  and  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  the  siege 
of  Atlanta,  the  march  to  the  sea  under  Sher- 
man, the  battles  of  Averysboro  and  Benton- 
ville,  and  many  minor  engagements  and  skir- 
mishes. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  service  in  July, 
1865,  Judge  Wickham  returned  to  Norwalk, 
resuming  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Huron 
county  in  1866  and  1868;  engaged  in  active 
and  prominent  practice  for  a  number  of  years 
after  the  conclusion  of  his  second  term,  and 
in  1874,  for  purposes  of  rest  and  recuperation, 
engaged  in  extended  travel  in  California,  Ore- 
gon, Mexico  and  Central  America.  In  1880 
he  ascended  the  bench  of  the  court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  first  subdivision  of  the  Fourth 
Judicial  District;  in  October,  1886,  resigned 
this  judgeship  to  accept  the  congressional  nom- 
ination for  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  District,  and 
served  his  constituents  in  the  fiftieth  and  fifty- 
first  congresses  with  ability  from  1887  to  1891. 

Judge  Wickham  was  one  of  the  incorpora- 
tors of  the  A.  B.  Chase  Organ  Company,  now 
the  A.  B.  Chase    [Piano]   Company,  and  its 
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vice  president  from  its  organization  in  1876 
to  July,  1909,  when,  upon  the  death  of  its  presi- 
dent, Calvin  Whitney,  he  was  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  company  and  re-elected  in  January, 
1910,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

In  1902  Judge  Wickham  was  nominated  by 
the  Republicans  for  judge  of  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  Sixth  Judicial  Circuit  of  Ohio,  compris- 
ing the  counties  of  Huron,  Erie,  Sandusky, 
Ottawa,  Lucas,  Wood,  Fulton  and  Williams. 
His  opponent,  Hon.  Charles  H.  Scribner,  of 
Toledo,  one  of  the  ablest  jurists  of  the  state 
and  justly  a  very  popular  man,  was  running 
for  re-election.  At  the  election  that  year  the 
state  barely  escaped  giving  a  majority  for 
Grover  Cleveland  for  president.  Judge  Wick- 
ham was  defeated  by  Judge  Scribner  by  the 
narrow  plurality  of  three  hundred. 

Judge  Wickham  has  also  become  highly 
known  and  honored  for  his  consistent  and 
practical  interest  in  the  furtherance  of  relig- 
ion in  his  community,  especially  for  his  promo- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
church  of  Norwalk.  He  joined  this  body  in 
1 86 1,  and  has  been  elder  since  1866,  and  not 
many  have  done  more  for  it  or  been  more 
constant  in  their  faithfulness  than  Judge  Wick- 
ham. In  his  private  life  he  shows  the  thought- 
ful and  gracious  spirit  which  he  professes  in 
his  religious  faith.  One  of  his  strongest  traits 
is  perhaps  his  deep  and  practical  interest  in  the 
young,  both  of  his  church  and  his  community. 
As  a  speaker,  in  court  and  in  religious  assem- 
blies, and  upon  all  public  occasions,  he  is  dig- 
nified, courteous  and  logical.  His  domestic 
life  is  ideal,  and  his  household  has  been  blessed 
by  the  respect  and  affection  of  four  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Charles  Preston,  Jr.,  Louis 
Wildman,  Winthrop  Hoyt,  Romeyn  Dudley, 
Grace  Winthrop  and  Mary  Gertrude,  surviv- 
ors of  nine  children. 

After  leaving  congress  in  1891,  he  resumed 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  which  he  has 
pursued  with  energy  and  ability  ever  since; 
his  practice  extending  into  many  other  coun- 
ties than  his  own  in  northern  Ohio  and  em- 
bracing practice  in  both  state  and  federal 
courts. 

Theodore  E.  Hawley  was  born  at  Jeffer- 
son in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  October  4, 
1848,  and  the  greater  part  of  his  mature  life 
has  been  devoted  to  the  legal  profession,  he 
having  made  the  department  of  collecting  a 
special  line  of  his  work,  and  his  collections 
have  been  made  throughout  the  United  States. 
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On  the  paternal  side  Mr.  Hawley  traces  his 
ancestry  through  a  long  line  to  Captain  Joseph 
Hawley,  who  was  bom  at  Stratford,  England, 
in  1603,  and  who  came  to  America  in  1630  and 
died  on  the  20th  of  May,  1690.  His  wife  was 
Katherine  Birdsey,  bom  in  1646,  and  she  died 
on  June  25,  1692.  Among  their  children  was 
Captain  Joseph  Hawley,  Jr.,  born  at  Farming- 
ton,  Connecticut,  January  6,  1675,  and  he  died 
on  the  20th  of  November,  1752.  His  wife, 
nee  Elizabeth  Wilcoxson,  born  June  7,  1697, 
died  September  10,  1762.  Timothy  Hawley, 
born  at  Grady,  Connecticut,  November  25, 
1704,  died  September  17,  1785.  His  wife, 
Rachel  Forward,  born  January  5,  1736,  died 
June  29,  1810.  The  Rev.  Rufus  Hawley,  born 
in  Avon,  Connecticut,  February  21,  1740,  died 
at  Jefferson,  Ohio,  January  6,  1826.  He  mar- 
ried Deborah  Kent,  who  died  April  8,  1789. 
Timothy  R.  Hawley,  bom  in  Avon,  Connecti- 
cut, June  29,  1 77 1,  died  July  28,  1828,  while 
his  wife,  nee  Deborah  Ingham,  born  October 
3,  1770,  died  July  7,  1851.  Almon  Hawley 
was  the  next  in  line  of  descent  and  he  became 
the  father  of  Theodore  E.  Almon  Hawley 
was  bom  at  Farmington,  Connecticut,  August 
II,  1801,  and  he  died  on  the  3d  of  November, 
1876.  He  received  a  splendid  educational 
training,  graduating,  in  the  Medical  Depart- 
ment from  the  classic  walls  of  Yale,  and  he 
became  a  successful  and  well  known  physician. 
He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church,  and  was  in  politics  a  Republican.  Dr. 
Almon  Hawley  married  Sophronia  Marsh,  who 
was  born  at  Manlius,  New  York,  September 
25,  1814,  and  she  died  at  Jefferson,  Ohio, 
January  i,  1878. 

Theodore  E.  Hawley  enjoyed  in  his  early 
life  the  advantages  of  a  good  educational  train- 
ing, attending  the  high  school  at  Jefferson,  the 
Grand  River  Institute  at  Austinburg,  Ohio, 
and  a  college  in  Oberlin,  this  state.  His  time 
since  leaving  the  school  room  has  been  fully 
occupied  with  his  legal  work,  and  he  has  be- 
come well  known  and  influential  in  his  special 
line  of  collecting.  He  has  during  twenty-one 
vears  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Ashtabula 
County  Agricultural  Society,  having  filled  in 
that  time  nearly  every  office  of  the  organiza- 
tion, and  he  has  also  been  for  many  years  a 
cemetery  trustee  and  has  performed  a  noble 
work  in  beautifying  the  final  resting  places  of 
those  who  lie  buried  in  Ashtabula  county. 

Mr.  Hawley  married  at  Jefferson  on  Decem- 
ber 21,  1876,  Ida  M.  Bushnell,  who  also  at- 
tended the  Jefferson  high  school  and  the  Grand 
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River  Institute  at  Austinburg.  J.  C.  A.  Bush- 
nell,  her  father,  was  for  eighteen  years  auditor 
of  Ashtabula  county  and  the  president  and 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Jeffer- 
son up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  October  3, 
1894.  He  married  Laura  Gage.  Three  chil- 
dren have  graced  the  marriage  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hawley:  Earl  Hawley,  who  was 
born  at  Jeiferson  July  28,  1879,  is  an  expert 
electrician  and  is  at  present  residing  in  the 
west;  Ruth  A.,  born  at  Jefferson  January  16, 
1883,  is  the  wife  of  E.  W.  Moore,  a  well  known 
horseman;  and  Anna  B.  Hawley,  born  at  Jef- 
ferson April  25,  1888,  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Jefferson  high  school  and  of  the  Spencerian 
Business  College  at  Cleveland,  and  is  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

The  Willoughby  Public  Library. — The 
village  of  Willoughby,  Lake  county,  has  every 
reason  to  take  pride  in  its  admirably  equipped 
and  well  conducted  public  library,  and  there  is 
consistency  in  offering  in  this  publication  a 
brief  review  of  the  history  of  its  upbuilding 
from  the  nucleus  of  other  libraries  founded  at 
various  periods.  In  1827  was  established  in 
Willoughby  the  Chagrin  Franklin  Library  and 
forty  years  later  a  library  was  established  in 
connection  with  the  public  schools.  In  1871 
the  Circulating  Library  Society  of  Willoughby 
was  organized,  with  thirty-two  charter  mem- 
bers. For  the  first  two  years  only  members 
of  the  society  were  allowed  to  draw  books, 
but  after  that  time  non-members  were  granted 
the  privilege  upon  the  payment  of  five  cents 
a  volume.  This  organization  was  continued 
until  the  Willoughby  Township  and  Village 
Library  and  Historical  Association  came  into 
existence  in  1906.  Of  the  previously  mentioned 
society  Mrs.  E.  C.  Stevens  was  an  efficient 
officer  from  1872  until  the  organization  was 
disbanded.  In  July,  1905,  a  meeting  was  called 
to  consider  the  business  of  establishing  a  free 
public  library.  Only  seven  persons  were  pres- 
ent, but  a  letter  to  Andrew  Carnegie  was  draft- 
ed, the  same  being  signed  by  the  president  of 
the  board  of  township  trustees  and  by  other 
village  and  township  officials.  Late  in  the 
autumn  of  the  same  year  a  reply  was  received 
from  Mr.  Carnegie,  who  requested  additional 
information.  An  amendment  to  the  laws  of 
the  state  was  secured,  permitting  a  joint  main- 
tenance of  the  library  by  the  village  and  town- 
ship, and  articles  of  incorporation  were  duly 
taken  out.  A  board  of  fifteen  trustees  was 
elected   and   the   personnel   of   the   executive 


corps  is  here  indicated:  Judge  Clinton  D. 
Clark,  president ;  Louis  W.  Penfield,  vice  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Ethel  G.  Viall,  secretary;  Honor- 
able Sherwood  D.  Shankland,  treasurer.  The 
Circulating  Library  Society  announced  that  it 
would  give  its  collection  of  books,  about  1,400 
in  number,  as  a  nucleus  of  the  new  library. 
Mr.  Carnegie  offered  to  give  $12,500  for  a 
building,  upon  the  usual  conditions  stipulated 
by  him  in  connection  with  gifts  of  this  order 
and  by  him  the  sum  was  later  increased  to  $14,- 
500.  A  room  was  rented  in  the  Cleveland 
Trust  Company  building  and  Mrs.  Julia  G. 
Babcock  was  engaged  to  organize  the  library. 
A  **book  day"  was  held  and  on  this  occasion 
many  valuable  contributions  of  books  were 
made.  Later  substantial  gifts  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  books  were  received  from 
Messrs.  Henry  A.  Everett,  Julius  E.  French, 
F.  E.  Drury,  Henry  A.  Sherwin,  E.  S.  Burke, 
Jr.,  Mesdames  S.  V.  Harkness  and  W.  R. 
Wall,  as  well  as  from  the  Willoughby  high 
school  class  of  1907.  The  library  was  opened 
to  the  public  on  April  6,  1907.  Funds  for  the 
site  of  the  new  library  building  were  secured 
by  Mr.  Albert  H.  Van  Gorder,  in  the  amount 
of  $5,700  and  the  donors  were  Mrs.  Florence 
Page,  Messrs.  Julius  E.  French,  Edward  J. 
Dickey,  Willis  C.  CoUister,  Price  McKinney, 
James  Corrigan,  Calvary  Morris,  F.  E.  Drury, 
W.  H.  Silverthron,  Henry  A.  Sherwin,  E.  S. 
Burke,  Jr.,  John  Sherwin,  A.  W.  Brown,  Al- 
bert H.  Van  Gorder,  F.  M.  Osborn,  Dr.  G.  C. 
E.  Weber,  Ernest  Boley,  II.  T.  Chandler.  In 
June,  1908,  was  appointed  a  building  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  Mrs.  Allen  K.  Carrel,  Mrs. 
Florence  Page,  Honorable  Sherwood  D. 
Shankland  and  Judge  Clinton  D.  Clark,  who 
is  president  of  the  library.  Mr.  William  H. 
Sabin,  of  Cleveland,  was  selected  as  architect, 
and  contracts  were  let  for  the  new  building. 
The  beautiful  library  building  was  dedicated 
on  August  3,  1909.  The  structure  is  of  brick, 
fortv  bv  sixty  feet  in  dimensions,  and  contains 
a  reference  room,  a  children's  room  and  a 
general  delivery  r(X)m,  all  of  which  are  fur- 
nished with  wall  cases,  and  the  basement  has 
a  well  arranged  auditorium  with  outside  en- 
trance and  a  large  store  room. 

Chauncey  H.  Andrews. — For  upwards  of 
half  a  century  the  late  Chauncey  Humason  An- 
drews, of  Youngstown,  was  a  prominent  figure 
in  the  industrial  circles  of  ^lahoning  county, 
and  as  a  promoter  of  mines,  mills,  railways, 
financial  institutions  and  beneficial  enterprises 
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of  all  kinds,  was  widely  known  throughout  the 
Western  Reserve.  Gifted  with  a  mind  able  to 
grasp  the  minutest  details  of  business  projects, 
his  well  directed  energy  and  mental  force 
placed  him  in  a  prominent  position  among  the 
kings  of  industry  and  finance.  Coming  from 
honored  pioneer  ancestry,  he  was  born  De- 
cember 2,  1823,  in  \'ienna,  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  a  son  of  Xorman  Andrews. 

A  native  of  Xew  lingland,  Norman  Andrews 
was  bom  in  1799.  in  Hartford,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  brought  up  and  educated.  In 
1818,  ere  attaining  his  majority,  he  migrated 
to  the  frontier,  coming  to  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  subsequently  engaged  for 
several  years  in  agricultural  or  mercantile  pur- 
suits. Later  in  life  he  moved  with  his  family 
to  Youngstown,  and  here,  in  1842,  he  opened 
the  Mansion  House,  which  he  conducled  suc- 
cessfuUv  until  his  retirement  from  the  activi- 
ties  of  life,  in  1850.  He  was  twice  married, 
and  bv  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Julia  Humason,  had  throe  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, one  son.  Chauncey  II.,  being  the  special 
subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch. 

The  old  brick  buikling  in  Youngstown  in 
which  Chauncey  11.  Andrews  completed  his 
early  education  stood  upon  the  site  now  occu- 
pied by  the  Saint  John's  Protestant  Episcopal 
church.  Leaving  school  when  eighteen  years 
of  age,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  Mansion  House,  which  was  the 
leading  hotel  of  the  place,  continuing  thus  oc- 
cupied until  1850,  when,  two  years  after  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  retired  from 
business.  Forming  a  partnership  then  with 
one  of  his  Youngstown  friends,  Mr.  Andrews 
became  junior  member  of  the  mercantile  firm 
of  IJrennaman  &  Andrews,  which  existed  for 
about  three  years,  when,  owing  to  sudden  re- 
verses, the  partnership  was  dissolved.  Re>uni- 
ing  his  former  business,  Mr.  Andrews  was 
manager  of  the  Mansion  House  the  succeed- 
ing four  years,  making  an  ideal  **mine  iio-^t." 
While  thus  employed,  he  made  several  wise 
investments  of  his  money,  risking  nearly  all 
of  his  possessions  in  the  purchase  of  mining 
interests. 

His  ventures  proving  eminently  successful, 
Mr.  Andrews,  in  1857,  opened  upon  the  Thorn 
Hill  coal  bank,  on  the  old  Baldwin  farm,  and 
from  that  time  his  fortune  was  assured.  With 
the  keen  foresight  that  characterizeil  every 
movement,  he  subsequently  engaged  in  enter- 
prises of  vaster  magnitude,  acquiring  weal'' 
and    distinction,    his    aggregate    iwssessic 


which  included  valuable  mines,  rolling  mills, 
railways,  financial  institutions,  real  estate  of 
all  kinds,  bonds  and  securities,  amounting  to 
millions  of  dollars.  In  the  founding  of  his 
own  personal  fortune,  Mr.  Andrews  was  ever 
mindful  of  the  interests  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resided,  and  to  his  efforts  is  due  rnuch 
of  Youngstown's  present  prosperity.  He  was 
one  of  the  promoters  and  organizers,  in  1876, 
on  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  Railroad  Com- 
pany; assisted  in  building  the  Montour  Rail- 
road: in  1880,  with  W.  C.  Andrews  and  Will- 
iam McCreery,  he  obtained  the  charter  for  the 
IMttsburg,  Youngstown  and  Chicago  Railroad 
Company,  of  which  he  was  afterwards  the 
president :  was  a  charter  member  of  the  Hock- 
ing \'alley  Syndicate,  and  a  stockholder  and 
director  in  the  Hocking  \^alley  Railroad  Com- 
pany. 

Aside  from  his  connection  with  these  bene- 
ficial enterprises,  Mr.  Andrews  was  one  of  the 
leaders  in  the  organization  of  the  C(Mnmercial 
National  r»ank  of  Youngstown,  of  which  he 
was  ])resident  at  the  time  (^f  his  death ;  was 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Savings  liank, 
now  merged  into  the  Mahoning  National 
r>ank:  was  for  many  years  vice-i)resiik'nt  of 
the  Second  National  Uank  of  Youngstown, 
holding  the  position  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  1879  he  established  the  Imperial  Coal  Com- 
])any,  which  has  control  of  one  of  the  largest 
and  nnjst  valuable  coal  fields  oi  western  Penn- 
sylvania, and  was  a  member  of  the  cor])ora- 
tion  which  r)])ened  three  extensive  limestone 
(juarries  in  .Mahoning  comity.  (  )hio,  and  in 
Lawrence  county.   Pennsylvania. 

After  a  long  and  busy  life,  the  physical  vigor 
of  Mr.  .Andrews  became  impaired,  but  his 
brilliant  mind  was  as  keen  as  ever,  and,  even 
wlien  his  body  was  racketl  with  i)ain,  he  was 
enabled  to  j^ivr  dirrrlinn^,  clear  and  ex|)licil. 
for  tln'  carrvin^.'.  nn  nf  his  many  industries  to 
Iiis  tlionsaiuis  nt"  i-niplnNc-..  all  n\  wh«»m  gladly 
;^av<'  heed  to  hi.  wis«*  dirct  tiuns.  I  lie  death 
nf  Mr.  Andrew  .,  whirli  (.ecurred  at  his  home 
in  N'omigslown,  I  )efeml)er  J5.  iHij^,  was  a 
distinct  loss  not  onlv  U)  his  immediate  familv 
and  jK'rsonal  friends,  but  to  the  entire  indus- 
trial and  business  world.  Persons  of  distinc- 
tion, anxious  to  alleviate  his  sufferings  as  far 
as  possible,  gathered  ai  '    Jeath-bed.  re- 

maining with  him  to  his  funeral 

a  few  days  later  me  '^  to  pay 

a  last  tribute  of  fri  ct  to  the 

-^-^-^d,  among  their  "-esident 

inley,  then  gi 


1626 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


as  an  honorary  pall  bearer;  Governor  Russel 
A.  Alger,  late  of  Michigan;  the  late  John 
Newell,  president  then  of  the  Lake  Shore  and 
Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company ;  Judge 
Stephen  Burke,  of  Cleveland,  the  noted  rail- 
way lawyer;  General  Orlando  Smith,  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company ;  W.  J. 
Hitchcock;  J.  W.  McKinnie,  of  Cleveland; 
General  Thomas  W.  Sanderson;  L.  E.  Coch- 
ran ;  the  late  Henry  Tod ;  J.  G.  Butler,  Jr.,  and 
the  late  General  J.  L.  Botsford;  all  of  these 
men  had  been  intimately  associated  with  Mr. 
Andrews  in  business,  public  or  social  affairs, 
and  each  held  him  in  high  regard. 

Mr.  Andrews  married,  in  1857,  Louisa  Bald- 
win, the  descendant  of  a  family  long  promi- 
nent in  Mahoning,  county,  and  of  their  union 
two  children  were  born,  namely :  Edith  H.,  of 
New  York  City,  widow  of  John  A.  Logan,  Jr. ; 
and  Julia  L.,  wife  of  L.  C.  Bruce,  of  New 
York  City.  Mrs.  Andrews  is  still  living,  her 
home  at  750  Wick  avenue  being  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  residences  of  the  city. 

Politically  Mr.  Andrews  was  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, but  having  assiduously  devoted  his 
attention  to  his  private  affairs  was  never  an 
office  seeker,  firmly  declining  official  prefer- 
ment of  any  kind.  He  found  ample  time,  how- 
ever, to  devote  to  charitable  and  philanthropic 
movements,  and  it  was  his  pleasure  to  assist 
not  only  the  needy  individual,  but  to  give  life 
and  force  to  worthy  enterprises  in  need  of 
assistance,  or  to  languishing  industries.  Bv 
well  directed  endeavor  and  a  systematic  appli- 
cation of  his  abilities,  Mr.  Andrews  attained 
marked  success  in  life,  and  has  left  a  record 
of  accomplishment  that  will  ever  mark  him  as 
one  of  Youngstown's  most  worthy  and  public- 
spirited  citizens. 

Giles  Oliver  Griswold^  late  president  and 
founder  of  the  Griswold  Linseed  Oil  Company 
of  Warren  and  Cleveland,  was  born  at  Meri- 
den,  Connecticut,  December  i,  1810,  and  died 
at  his  home.  No.  40  South  street,  Warren, 
Ohio,  April  27,  1902,  aged  ninety-one  years, 
five  months  and  twenty-seven  days.  Mr.  Gris- 
wold resided  in  Warren  fifty-three  years  and  in 
Ohio  over  sixty  years,  during  which  time  he 
was  actively  engaged  in  manufacturing,  chiefly 
in  the  production  of  linseed  oil.  He  began  his 
business  career  at  Meriden,  but  removed  to 
Ohio  in  1837.  He  built  oil  mills  at  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania,  Warren  and  Cleveland, 
and  he  was  interested  in  other  lines  of  busi- 
ness.   Mr.  Griswold  sold  his  mills  a  few  years 


before   his   death   and    retired     from    active 
affairs. 

G.  O.  Griswold  was  born  and  raised  at  the 
home  of  his  father,  Jesse  Griswold,  on  a  small 
Connecticut  farm  on  the  Old  Colony  road. 
There  was  a  large  family,  of  which  he  was 
the  eldest.  His  mother  died  when  he  was  ten 
years  old.  At  nineteen  he  was  foreman  of  a 
comb  factory  at  Meriden  and  for  the  three 
years  preceding  his  majority  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  sheet  iron  ware  and  small  tools. 
At  twenty  he  married  Eliza  Ann  Bailey, 
daughter  of  Simon  and  Prue  (Deming) 
Bailey,  of  Lebanon,  Connecticut.  Mr.  Gris- 
wold continued  working  at  Meriden  until  the 
panic  of  1837,  when  he  decided  to  move  west. 
Meanwhile  his  wife  had  died,  leaving,  an  infant 
daughter,  Angeline  Eliza  Griswold,  three  years 
old.  His  second  wife  was  Mary  Maria  Merri- 
man,  eldest  daughter  of  Anson  and  Jerusha 
(Bacon)  Merriman,  of  Southington,  Con- 
necticut. In  the  spring  they  started  for  the 
Western  Reserve,  Mr.  Griswold,  his  wife  and 
the  child  Angie,  a  brother,  Edward  Collins 
Griswold,  and  a  sister,  Fanny.  They  settled  in 
the  village  of  Aurora,  Ohio,  and  began  busi- 
ness there  in  1838. 

In  1 84 1  they  moved  to  New  Castle,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  put  up  the  first  linseed  oil  mill  in 
the  western  country.  In  1848  a  mill  was  erect- 
ed in  Warren.  On  the  death  of  Edward  C. 
Griswold  the  mill  at  New  Castle  was  sold,  and 
the  family  moved  to  Warren.  The  new  mill 
was  completed  and  in  working  order  by  1849. 
This  mill  continued  operations  without  inter- 
ruption for  over  fifty  years.  In  1869  ^  rn^^^ 
was  erected  in  Cleveland  at  Merwin  street  and 
Columbus  avenue,  which  was  operated  as  the 
Cleveland  Linseed  Oil  Works.  Later  the 
Cleveland  mill  was  sold  to  the  Cleveland  Lin- 
seed Oil  Company,  but  the  Warren  mill  was 
represented  in  Cleveland  for  many  years  by 
branch  offices.  In  1884  the  Warren  business 
was  incorporated  under  the  laws  of  Ohio  as  the 
Griswold  Linseed  Oil  Company.  Mr.  Gris- 
wold was  the  president,  and  remained  in  per- 
sonal charge  until  the  end. 

When  the  linseed  oil  trust  was  formed  Mr. 
Griswold  refused  to  join,  preferring  to  remain 
independent.  In  1890  he  found  it  necessary  to 
increase  the  capacity  of  the  old  mill  at  Warren, 
and  a  larger  brick  mill  was  erected.  This  mill 
was  but  fairly  started  running  when  it  was 
totally  destroyed  by  fire.  It  was  rebuilt  at 
once,  with  larger  capacity  and  improved  ma- 
chinery and  continued  in    commission    until 
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1899,  when  the  mills  were  sold.  Soon  after 
this  Mr.  Griswold  retired  from  active  business. 
Two  children  of  his  only  daughter,  who  mar- 
ried December  4,  1862,  Truman  Dunham,  of 
Cleveland,  and  five  grandchildren  survive,  all 
residing  in  the  Western  Reserve. 

Truman  Dunham^  late  a  resident  of  Cleve- 
land, was  of  Connecticut  birth,  being  a  de- 
scendant of  Gideon  Dunham,  of  Farmington. 
His  father,  Harvey  Dunham,  Jr.,  had  a  farm 
on  the  road  between  Southington  and  New 
Britain,  and  there  Truman  Dunham  was  born 
June  30,  1 83 1.  He  was  married  to  Mary  J. 
Ufford  January  i,  1857,  but  she  died  without 
issue  on  February  22  of  the  following  year. 
Mr.  Dunham  was  in  business  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
war.  He  removed  to  the  Western  Reserve, 
where  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  linseed 
oil  business  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was 
married  the  second  time,  December  4,  1862,  to 
Angeline  Eliza  Griswold,  only  child  of  G.  O. 
Griswold,  at  the  home  of  her  father  at  Warren, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Dunham's  first  venture  in  Cleveland  was 
in  the  wholesale  drug  business  in  Cleveland 
with  G.  O.  Griswold  and  Horace  Benton,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Benton  &  Dunham.  In 
1864  the  growth  of  the  business  required  en- 
largement and  a  separation  of  the  firm  was  ar- 
ranged. The  drug  trade  was  taken  by  Horace 
Benton,  under  the  name  of  Benton,  Myers  & 
Canfield,  at  present  the  Benton-Hall  Company, 
one  of  the  largest  establishments  in  that  line  in 
America.  Truman  Dunham  &  Co.,  with  Mr. 
Griswold  as  the  company,  took  charge  of  the 
paints,  oils  and  glass  trade.  The  next  year 
they  admitted  Henry  A.  Sherwin  as  a  member 
of  the  firm.  In  a  few  vears  another  division 
was  made  and  Mr.  Sherwin  took  as  his  share 
the  paint  and  varnish  lines,  thus  beginning  the 
Sherwin-Williams  Company,  now  known  all 
over  the  world.  A  new  firrfi,  Griswold  &  Dun- 
ham, confined  attention  entirely  to  linseed  oil 
in  connection  with  the  Warren  plant.  In  1869 
they  put  up  a  mill  in  Cleveland,  on  Merwin 
street  and  Columbus  avenue,  wr^'ch  was  oper- 
ated as  the  Cleveland  Linseed  Ok  Works,  in 
charge  of  Mr.  Dunham. 

Mr.  Dunham  lived  in  Cleveland,  at  No.  44 
Cheshire  street,  and  there  his  two  children 
were  born — Ella  Maria  Dunham,  born  Jan- 
uary 21,  1864,  married  at  Warren,  June  23, 
1886,  to  Albion  Morris  Dyer;  and  Tryon  Gris- 
wold Dunham,  born  July  4,  1865,  married  at 


Warren,  June  20,  1891,  Clara  Hunt.  On  July 
12,  1867,  Mrs.  Dunham  expired  from  the 
effects  of  an  abscess  on  the  brain,  dying  at 
their  home  on  Seneca,  near  St.  Clair  street.  On 
October  7,  1868,  Mr.  Dunham  married  Helen 
F.  Sutliff,  daughter  of  Calvin  Sutliff,  of  War- 
ren, Ohio.  Of  this  marriage  there  were  six 
children,  Mary  Dunham,  born  November  25, 
1869,  married  November  9,  1893,  Charles  H. 
Prescott,  Jr.,  at  Cleveland;  Giles  Cornwall 
Dunham,  born  February  28,  1 871,  died  June 
16,  1871 ;  Katherine  Stewart  Dunham,  born 
April  26,  1874;  Truman  Dunham,  Jr.,  born 
April  15,  1877,  died  April  2,  1887;  Belle  Han- 
nah Dunham,  born  May  2,  1879,  married  at 
Cleveland,  December  14,  1904,  Ray  P.  Perry; 
Alice  Dunham,  born  June  27,  1882,  married 
July  10,  1909,  at  London,  England,  David  E. 
Green,  of  Cleveland.  Twelve  grandchildren 
of  Truman  Dunham  survive. 

Mr.  Dunham  was  connected  with  a  number 
of  business  enterprises  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  he  took  an  interest  in  public  aflPairs.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  First  Baptist  church.  In 
1880  Mr.  Dunham  moved  his  family  to  1290 
Euclid  avenue.  He  was  preparing  to  build  a 
home  there  when  he  was  killed  by  machinery 
in  his  mill  at  Cleveland  March  30,  1882. 

Frank  Hurd. — ^The  late  Francis,  more  com- 
monly known  as  Frank  Hurd,  was  long  a  not- 
able figure  in  the  commercial  life  of  Portage 
county,  and  worthily  upheld  the  title  which  he 
had  won  as  the  "Cheese  King  of  the  Western 
Reserve."  Possessed  of  an  immense  fund  of 
humor,  buoyant  of  spirit,  noted  for  his  charity 
and  helpfulness,  easily  approachable,  proud  of 
his  home  life,  loyal  to  his  town  and  its  inter- 
ests, a  man  whose  influence  was  for  the  better 
things  of  life,  such  was  the  life  which  passed 
from  Aurora  on  December  5,  1905.  In  the 
dairy  histofy  of  Ohio,  Frank  Hurd  stood  out 
as  its  most  unique  figure,  original  in  every 
respect,  a  central  figure  wherever  found  and 
whose  like  its  residents  may  not  again  see  in 
many  years. 

Aurora  is  in  reality  the  oldest  cheese  produc- 
ing town  in  the  state,  as  cheese  was  taken  in 
wagon  loads  through  the  forest  to  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  as  early  as  181 1,  and  in  18 19 
dealers  were  actually  shipping  their  cheese 
down  the  Ohio  river  and  the  lower  ports.  The 
third  cheese  factory  in  the  state — a  curd  gath- 
ering concern,  was  built  here,  and  the  second 
modern  cheese  factory  in  the  state  was  erected 
here  by  John  I.  Eldridge,  and  the  first  milk 
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buying  factory  in  the  state,  if  not  the  United 
States,  was  put  in  operation  by  the  Hurd 
Brothers  in  1865.  At  first  the  three  great  deal- 
ers here,  Frank  Hurd,  W.  J.  Eldridge  and 
Harmon  &  Sons,  shipped  the  greater  part,  if 
not  all  their  cheese,  to  commission  houses  and 
brokers,  but  later  the  two  firms  first  mentioned 
sold  all  their  products  to  the  wholesale  grocers 
on  an  order  trade.  When  the  factory  system 
was  introduced  into  Ohio  in  1862  it  was  sup- 
posed the  mutual  plan  was  the  only  system  pos- 
sible, but  Mr.  Hurd  began  to  study  the  ques- 
tion and  devised  another  way,  that  when  the 
milk  was  delivered  the  patron's  responsibility 
ceased,  so  when  in  1864  Mr.  Hurd  erected 
his  first  factory  he  announced  that  he  would 
buy  milk  on  the  basis  of  ten  pounds  for  a 
pound  of  unmade  cheese  and  pay  its  price  ac- 
cordingly, the  result  of  each  month's  sales 
being  paid  for  within  the  following  ten  days, 
not  when  the  cheese  was  sold  as  by  the  plan 
then  used. 

The  first  Monday  of  each  month  was  set  as 
bargain  day,  and  a  price  was  set  for  that 
month,  but  later  on  as  the  attendance  fell  oi? 
Mr.  Kurd's  price,  set  the  first  day  of  each 
month,  became  to  be  accepted  without  dispute, 
and  from  that  time  on,  covering  a  period  of 
forty  years  and  more,  '^Hurd's  prices"  were 
accepted  as  fair  and  just.  Mr.  Hurd  rapidly 
extended  his  factory  holdings  until  he  became 
the  largest  operator  in  the  state,  at  one  time 
handling  the  output  of  some  twenty-five  of  his 
own  factories  in  various  parts  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  bought  extensively  from  others, 
and  thus  won  his  title  of  the  ''Cheese  King  of 
the  Reserve." 

Born  in  Aurora,  on  December  14,  1830,  in 
the  old  homestead  which  still  stands  on  the 
corner,  now  the  property  of  the  heirs  of  his 
elder  brother  Elisha,  Frank  Hurd  was  one  of 
the  seven  children  of  Hopson  and  Betsy  Hurd. 
Hopson  Hurd  (born  January  5,  1793),  the  son 
of  William  Hurd,  of  Goshen,  Connecticut, 
drove  a  wagonload  of  goods  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  18 15  and  established  a  general  store 
in  Aurora.  About  18 18  he  married  Betsy 
Lacey,  who  was  born  August  20,  1800,  in 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  the  daughter  of  Jasper 
and  Abigail  (Buckley)  Lacey.  The  children 
of  this  marriage  were:  Maria,  born  January 
7,  1820;  Elisha,  born  March  10,  1822;  Hop- 
son,  born  March  11,  1824;  Eliza,  born  Decem- 
ber 5,  1826;  Cornelia,  born  March  3,  1829; 
Francis,  born  December  14,  1830;  and  Caro- 
line, born  April  7,  1832.    The  son  Frank  was  a 


self-educated  man  in  the  truest  sense,  for 
young  in  life,  as  the  result  of  scarlet  fever  fol- 
lowed by  measles,  he  had  the  misfortune  of 
having  his  hearing  impaired,  thus  preventing 
him  from  attending  school,  but  he  was  blessed 
with  much  courage  and  energy,  and  during 
his  short  school  life  acquired  a  fair  education. 
He  remained  on  his  father's  farm  and  assisted 
him  in  various  industries  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  and  his  brother  Elisha 
formed  a  partnership  as  E.  and  F.  Hurd.  They 
dealt  in  cattle  and  shipped  beef  to  England  for 
three  years,  while  the  firm  was  then  reorgan- 
ized and  the  name  changed  to  Hurd  Brothers, 
they  then  opening  a  general  store  and  also  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  cheese  business.  In 
1868  the  brother  died,  and  Mr.  Hurd  then  car- 
ried on  the  business  alone  until  1879,  when  he 
opened  a  commission  store  at  146  Water  street, 
Cleveland,  where  he  sold  goods  of  his  own  pro- 
duction, together  with  large  quantities  con- 
signed to  him  by  others.  As  his  business  in- 
creased and  larger  quarters  became  necessary 
he  moved  to  Huron  street  and  here  a  wholesale 
grocery  trade  developed  without  any  seeming 
eflfort,  and  later,  as  above  stated,  he  became 
the  largest  cheese  dealer  in  the  state. 

He  married  on  November  9,  1870,  in  the 
Second  Presbyterian  church  in  Cleveland,  Car- 
rie E.  White,  who  was  born  at  Ridgeville,  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  May  23,  1846.  Her  father, 
David  Cotton  White,  was  born  July  11,  1809, 
in  Hatfield,  Massachusetts,  son  of  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Bancroft)  White,  the  latter  a  mem- 
ber of  the  same  family  as  the  noted  historian 
and  a  native  of  Wcstfield,  Massachusetts.  They 
had  two  children,  David  and  Elizabeth  D.,  and 
the  daughter,  born  April  16,  1816,  married 
Joseph  McKee  in  1836.  David,  the  son,  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1840  and  located  in 
North  Ridgeville,  and  shortly  afterward  was 
ordained  to  preach  in  the  Congjegational 
church.  He  died  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  March 
30,  1880.  On  August  17,  1833,  in  Newton, 
New  Jersey,  he  had  married  Caroline  DeCamp, 
whose  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Salmon 
family  of  New  Jersey.  Mrs.  White  died  in 
Cleveland  April  13,  1889.  They  had  two  chil- 
dren, the  elder  of  whom,  Henry  Kirk  White, 
was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey,  June  16, 
1836,  and  died  at  Lake  Geneva,  Wisconsin, 
February  27,  1891  ;  and  Carrie  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Frank  Hurd.  Three  daughters  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hurd,  namely:  Josephine, 
born  December  i,  1871  ;  Carrie  Louise,  April 
II,  1873;  and  Elizabeth  McKee,  born  October 
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21,  1876.  Carrie  Louise  married  in  the  Con- 
gregational church  in  Aurora,  October  14, 
1903,  Henry  Buckingham  Mowbray ;  EHzabeth 
married  in  the  house  in  which  she  was  born, 
January  10,  1901,  Carl  Boughton  Ford.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ford  have  two  children,  Seabury 
Hurd,  born  in  Burton,  September  26,  1902, 
and  Frances  Elizabeth  born  in  Cleveland,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1906,  named  in  honor  of  her  grand- 
father Francis. 

Frank  Hurd  was  greatly  interested  in  the 
religious  life  of  his  community,  and  gave  large- 
ly to  its  support.  His  deafness  unfortunately 
debarred  him  from  enjoying  many  pleasures 
and  from  accepting  honors  that  he  might 
otherwise  have  taken,  but  he  had  a  happy  dis- 
position and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  social 
life  of  his  home  and  community.  He  lived  a 
simple,  unostentatious  life,  always  public- 
spirited  and  charitable,  and  he  quietly  fell 
asleep  on  the  afternoon  of  December  5,  1905. 

I3RIGGS  Family. — The  first  representative  of 
the  Briggs  family  in  the  Western  Reserve 
was  Otis  Briggs,  who  came  from  Vermont  to 
Cuyahoga  county  in  1820.  He  was  a  native  of 
Guilford,  Vermont,  born  April  6,  1798.  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Abiah  (Tisdale)  Briggs,  from 
the  same  commonwealth.  Thomas  was  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Prudence  (Thomas)  Briggs.  Peter 
was  born  at  Norton,  Massachusetts,  in  1749, 
the  son  of  James  and  Damaris  (White) 
Briggs.  James  was  born  at  that  place  in  17 19, 
the  son  of  James  (i),  son  of  Richard,  son  of 
Richard  (0»  the  latter  an  early  settler  at 
Taunton,  Massachusetts.  The  Briggs  family 
came  from  England  to  the  United  States  in 
1 62 1,  their  boat  following  the  '* Mayflower.*' 

Otis  Briggs,  born  at  Guilford,  Vermont, 
April  fi,  1798,  married  Rispa  Terrill,  who  was 
horn  in  Watcrbury,  Connecticut,  October  13, 
1800,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  S.  and  Amarilla 
(l)oolittle)  Terrill,  also  natives  of  that  state. 
Isaac  Terrill,  the  grandfather  of  Rispa  Terrill, 
and  also  from  Connecticut,  was  a  Revolution- 
ary war  soldier.  The  Terrill  family  came 
from  England  in  1630.  On  coming  to  Cuya- 
hoga county,  Ohio,  in  1820,  Otis  Briggs  lo- 
cated in  Oimstead  township  and  was  joined 
there  by  his  father.  In  1830  Otis  came  to  Lo- 
rain county  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Ridgeville 
township,  on  the  site  of  the  present  home  of 
Frank  W.  Briggs.  There  he  died  in  1885,  and 
there  his  wife  had  passed  away  in  1844.  Their 
children   were:  William  X.,  born    April    15, 


1827;  Julia,  born  July  22,  1829,  died  October 
13,  1850;  and  Sarah  J.,  born  June  12,  1835, 
married  Edwin  Pound  and  died  June  22,  1867. 
William  Nelson  Briggs  was  born  in  Oim- 
stead township,  Cuyahoga  county,  and  came 
with  the  family  to  Ridgeville  township  in  1831. 
He  was  a  graduate  of  the  Cleveland  Medical 
College  with  the  class  of  1854,  and  practiced 
medicine  in  Carlisle  township  and  in  the  city  of 
Elyria  for  about  ten  years.  In  1864  he  was 
elected  the  clerk  of  the  common  pleas  court  of 
Lorain  county,  and  held  that  position  until 
1879,  his  term  of  office  having  been  the  longest 
in  the  history  of  the  courts  of  Lorain  county 
up  to  that  time.  After  retiring  from  that  po- 
sition he  continued  to  reside  in  Elyria  until 
1882,  when  he  purchased  the  old  homestead  in 
Ridgeville  and  moved  thereto,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  there  and  dying  on  January 
27,  1903.  From  the  old-line  Whigs  he  trans- 
ferred his  political  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  gave  considerable  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  music,  and  while  in  Elyria  was  a 
choir  leader.  He  married  Sophia  Brooks,  born 
in  Carlisle  township  of  Lorain  county  April  3, 
1828,  and  she  died  on  February  4,  1907.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Brooks,  born  at 
Haddam,  Connecticut,  in  1788,  and  he  was  a 
son  of  James  Brooks,  born  at  that  place  in 
November,  1758,  who  enlisted  at  Haddam, 
January  15,  1777,  for  three  years'  services  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  private  in  Captain 
John  Mills'  company,  Second  Connecticut 
Regiment,  commanded  by  Colonel  Charles 
Webb.  He  was  transferred  to  Valley  Forge, 
Pennsylvania,  March  19,  1778,  to  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief's Guards,  took  part  in  the 
battle  of  Monmouth,  New  Jersey,  June  28, 
1778,  and  was  discharged  at  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  June  17,  1780.  He  married  Lydia 
King,  born  on  Long  Island,  New  York,  De- 
cember 2,  1763,  and  she  died  at  Carlisle,  Ohio, 
December  7,  1847.  He  died  there  on  Decem- 
ber 30,  1832.  James  Brooks  was  the  son  of 
Samuel  Brooks,  born  in  Connecticut  in  1730, 
and  Samuel  was  a  son  of  Abraham  Brooks, 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1701,  son  of  Thomas, 
son  of  Thomas  (i).  The  mother  of  Sophia 
(Brooks)  I>riggs  was  Sophia  Johnson,  born 
in  1 79 1  in  Berlin,  Connecticut,  and  she  died 
in  Carlisle,  Ohio,  in  1864.  She  was  a  daughter 
of  Samuel,  born  in  1740,  son  of  Henry,  son  of 
of  Phineas  Johnson,  born  in  1768,  the  son 
Isaac,  born  in  1670,  son  of  Isaac,  born  in  1644, 
son  of  Isaac.     The  last  named  was  born  in 
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England,  came  to  America  with  his  father, 
John,  in  1643,  and  was  killed  in  the  Narra- 
gansett  war. 

Both  John  and  Isaac  Johnson  were  charter 
members  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable  Ar- 
tillery Company  of  Massachusetts. 

Samuel  Brooks  came  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve in  1 8 19,  journeying  from  Connecticut 
in  an  ox  wagon,  and  his  was  the  first  house 
built  in  that  part  of  Carlisle  township.  The 
two  children  bom  to  Dr.  and  Sophia  Briggs 
are  Frank  W.  and  Mary  J.  The  daughter, 
bom  in  1861,  is  a  graduate  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, and  is  now  residing  in  Buffalo,  New 
York. 

Frank  William  Briggs  was  bom  at  Carlisle 
in  Lorain  county  March  7,  1857.  He  was 
educated  in  the  Elyria  schools  and  at  Tabor 
College,  Iowa.  He  graduated  from  the  law 
department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
with  the  class  of  1881,  moved  with  the  family 
to  the  old  homestead  in  Ridgeville,  and  has 
since  resided  there,  his  principal  occupation 
being  farming.  He  has  served  as  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  twelve  years,  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  twenty-three  years  and  as  its 
president  during  a  part  of  the  time,  and  has 
served  for  about  eight  years  as  the  secretary 
and  treasurer  of  the  North  Ridgeville  Tele- 
phone Company. 

Mr.  Briggs  married  Edith  Darling,  who  was 
born  in  Elyria,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  R.  Dar- 
ling, deceased,  born  at  Chesterfield,  Massachu- 
setts, December  22,  1813.  Solomon  was  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Theodosia  (Russell)  Darling, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  he  was  the  first 
of  the  family  to  come  to  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  married  Elizabeth  Cary,  born  in  Massa- 
chusetts November  23,  1820,  a  daughter  of 
Avery  Cary,  born  February  17,  1789,  and 
Abiah  (Spooner)  Cary,  a  descendent  of  Isaac 
Allerton  of  the  "Mayflower."  Avery  was  a 
son  of  Josiah  and  Mollie  (Moulton)  Cary. 
Josiah,  born  in  1754,  was  a  son  of  Zebulon  and 
Lydia  (Phillips)  Cary.  Zebulon,  born  in  1721, 
was  a  son  of  Recompense  and  Mary  (Cross- 
man)  Cary,  a  descendent  of  John  Alden  of  the 
"Mayflower,''  and  Recompense,  born  in  1688, 
was  a  son  of  Jonathan,  fourth  son  of  John, 
born  September  24,  1656,  at  Bridge  water, 
Massachusetts.  He  married  Sarah  Allen,  and 
they  were  the  ancestors  of  the  famous  singer, 
Annie  Louise  Cary.  John  Cary  was  a  son  of 
John,  who  emigrated  from  England  in  1634. 

The  two  children  born  to  Frank  W.  and 
Edith  Briggs  are  Edith  Marian  and  Elizabeth 


Darling.  The  first  born  died  in  1896,  aged 
nine  years,  and  Elizabeh  Darling  Briggs  is  a 
graduate  of  Oberlin  College  with  the  class  of 
1909. 

Charles  H.  Booth,  vice-president  of  the 
United  Engineering  and  Foundry  Company 
and  general  manager  of  the  Lloyd  Booth 
branch  at  Youngstown,  continues  in  his  own 
career  the  business  talents  and  fine  civic  enter- 
prise manifested  so  strikingly  by  the  late  Lloyd 
Booth,  his  father. 

Lloyd  Booth,  who  died  at  Youngstown,  Au- 
gust 28,  1 901,  was  founder  of  the  Lloyd  Booth 
Company,  which  is  now  incorporated  with  the 
L^'nited  Engineering  and  Foundry  Company. 
He  had  risen  bv  his  natural  ability  and  force 
of  character  to  be  one  of  Youngstown's  nota- 
ble industrial  leaders,  and  his  career  is  an  es- 
sential part  of  Youngstown's  history.  He  was 
bom  in  the  village  of  New  Scotland,  not  far 
from  Albany,  Xew  York.  He  was  a  son  of 
Arza  and  Phoebe  (Beardslee)  Booth,  his  father 
being  a  farmer  in  that  locality. 

Educated  in  Albany  and  learning  the  trade 
of  machinist  in  that  citv,  Llovd  Booth  subse- 
quently  became  master  mechanic  in  the  Erie 
Railroad  shops  at  Susquehanna,  Pennsylvania, 
and  prior  to  the  Civil  war  located  at  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee.  For  a  time  he  was  locomo- 
tive engineer  on  the  East  Tennessee  and  Geor- 
gia Railroad.  He  then  moved  to  Meadville, 
Pennsvlvania,  and  became  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Dick,  Fisk  &  Company,  manufacturers 
of  engines  aitd  oil  well  equipment. 

In  April,  1867,  he  came  to  Youngstown  and 
bought  an  interest  in  a  plant  that  consisted  of 
a  small  foundry  and  machine  shops  operated 
by  Ward,  Kay  &  Company.  This  was  the 
foundation  of  the  large  manufacturing  enter- 
prise since  carried  on  as  the  Lloyd  Booth  Com- 
pany, Mr.  Booth  having  first  bought  out  the 
other  interests  and  later  incorporated.  In  iQCi, 
having  developed  this  to  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant industrial  enterprises  of  Youngstown, 
he  retired  from  active  business,  and  the  plant 
was  then  consolidated  with  the  L'nited  Engi- 
neering and  Foundry  Company,  with  general 
offices  at  Pittsburg.  The  Youngstown  plant 
has  since  been  known  as  the  Lloyd  Booth 
Branch,  in  which  about  400  men  find  employ- 
ment. 

Lloyd  Booth  retired  from  active  business 
only  a  short  time  before  his  death.  He  was 
closely  identified  with  Youngstown  in  many 
ways.     In  ]\Tasonrv  he  had  attained  the  thirtv- 
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second  degree  in  the  Scottish  Rite.  He  was 
a  director  of  the  Mahoning  National  Bank. 
He  married,  at  Susquehanna,  Pennsylvania, 
November  18,  1858,  Miss  Nan  C.  Gilbert. 
They  had  three  children :  Charles  H. ;  Gilbert 
B.,  who  died  May  5,  1896,  and  who  was  con- 
nected with  his  father's  enterprise;  and 
Grace  B. 

Charles  H.  Booth,  successor  of  his  father 
in  the  business  life  of  Youngstown,  was  born 
at  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  January  17,  1861, 
and  his  home  has  been  in  Youngstown  since 
he  was  six  years  old.  Before  completing  the 
high  school  course  in  this  city  he  entered  West- 
ern Reserve  College,  where  he  was  a  student 
two  year5.  He  returned  home  to  become  book- 
keeper in  his  father's  business,  in  which  he 
rapidly  rose  to  places  of  increasing  responsi- 
bility. Since  the  consolidation  of  the  business 
he  has  been  vice-president  of  the  larger  cor- 
poration and  general  manager  of  the  Youngs- 
town branch.  Mr.  Booth  is  also  a  director 
and  the  vice-president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  a  director  in  the  Dollar  Savings  and 
Trust  Company,  the  Ohio  Leather  Company, 
the  Republic  Rubber  Company,  the  General 
Fireproofing  Company  and  the  American  Belt- 
ing Company,  all  being  Youngstown  corpora- 
tions. 

Like  his  father  he  is  closely  connected  with 
the  fraternal  and  civic  life  of  the  city.  He  is 
especially  prominent  in  Masonry.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Booth  married,  June  15,  1887,  Miss  Harriet 
Arms.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Myron  L  Arms, 
of  Youngstown.  Their  children  are  Lloyd  and 
Jane  Arms  Booth. 

Stiles  A.  Hosmer. — Prominent  among  the 
native-born  citizens  of  Seville,  Medina  county, 
is  Stiles  A.  Hosmer,  a  man  who  bears  with 
ease  and  dignity  his  burden  of  four  score 
years,  his  mental  faculties  being  as  vigorous  as 
of  yore.  He  comes  of  New  England  ancestry, 
being  a  son  of  Chester  Hosmer  and  grandson 
of  William  Hosmer,  both  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Chester  Hosmer  was  born  in  1800,  and  spent 
his  early  years  in  his  Massachusetts  home. 
Adventurous  and  enterprising,  he  subsequently 
started  for  the  extreme  western  frontier,  in 
company  with  his  brother  Henry  and  his 
brother-in-law  Shubael  Porter  and  two  of  Mr. 
Hosmer's  sisters,  coming  by  wagons  to  Medina 
county  and  settling  in  Guilford  township. 
Erecting  a  log  cabin  in  the  midst  of  the  green 
woods,  he  began  the  arduous  work  of  clearing 


the  150  acres  of  wild  land  that  he  purchased 
for  a  mere  song.  Wild  game  of  all  kinds  was 
then  plentiful,  with  the  wild  beasts  and  the 
dusky  savages  roaming  through  the  forests. 
After  his  marriage  he  settled  with  his  bride  in 
what  is  now  the  village  of  Seville,  being  then 
owner  of  nearly  all  of  the  land  now  contained 
in  its  present  site,  the  division  line  between  his 
land  and  that  belonging  to  his  brother  Henry 
being  the  creek.  He  improved  a  goodly  por- 
tion of  his  land,  and  was  here  employed  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death,  in  i8g6.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Emiline  Forbes, 
was  born  in  Truston  township.  New  York,  and 
came  from  there  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  with 
her  uncle.  Stiles  Forbes.  Eight  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  as  follows :  William,  Stiles 
A.,  LeRoy,  Chester,  Henry,  Sophia,  Julia  and 
Emily.  The  mother  passed  to  the  life  beyond 
in  1900. 

Stiles  A.  Hosmer  has  passed  the  greater  part 
of  his  life  in  Seville,  spending  his  earlier  years 
on  the  parental  homestead,  which  was  located 
three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  village.  In 
1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  un- 
der Colonel  H.  G.  Blake.  Sent  to  the  front,  he 
did  guard  duty  in  and  around  Washington, 
and  for  some  time  was  stationed  at  Fort  Rich- 
mond. Receiving  his  honorable  discharge  at 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  Mr. 
Hosmer  returned  to  Seville  and  resumed  his 
agricultural  operations.  He  is  now  retired  from 
active  labor,  and  is  living  with  his  estimable 
wife  on  their  snug  little  farm  of  sixty-seven 
acres,  one  and  three-quarter  miles  north  of 
Seville,  enjoying  to  the  utmost  all  the  comforts 
of  this  bright  and  happy  world. 

In  1863  Mr.  Hosmer  married  Jane  Nelson, 
who  was  born  in  Guilford  township,  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  and  Catherine  (Van  Arsdall) 
Nelson.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hosmer  have  three 
children,  namely :  Rev.  Frank  Hosmer,  a  grad- 
uate of  Wooster  College  and  of  the  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary,  is  a  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter and  as  pastor  of  the  Central  Park  church 
at  Chicago  receives  an  annual  salary  of  $3,000 ; 
Gladys,  the  oldest  child,  married  Levi  Snyder, 
of  Seville:  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Hugh 
Brumbaugh,  of  Cleveland. 

Miss  Charlotte  White  represents  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  honored  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  Painesville.  She  traces  her  descent 
in  the  paternal  line  to  William  White,  who 
came  from  his  native  land  of  England  on  the 
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historic  Mayflower  in  1620,  and  from  him  de- 
scends Samuel  T.  White,  who  was  born  on  the 
borders  of  Lake  George,  New  York,  and  who 
was  the  founder  of  the  White  family  in  Paines- 
ville,  whither  he  came  as  early  as  1809.  He 
was  a  farmer,  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations,  a  teamster  in  the  war  of  18 12,  and 
an  acceptable  and  earnest  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist church.  Samuel  T.  White  married  Char- 
lotte Bates  in  18 14,  and  they  had  eleven  chil- 
dren, namely:  Louisa,  Arvine,  Ansel,  Melissa, 
Emily,  Angeline,  Permelia,  Charlotte,  Henry, 
\'ictoria  and  Deora,  of  whom  Angeline,  Per- 
melia, Charlotte,  Henry  and  Deora  are  living. 
Charlotte  Bates  was  born  in  the  year  of  1797, 
and  she  died  in  1877.  She  was  born  in  the 
western  part  of  Massachusetts,  and  made  the 
journey  with  her  people  with  horses  and  wagon 
to  Painesville  in  1809.  Caleb  Bates,  her  grand- 
father, bought  some  twenty-seven  hundred 
acres  of  land,  lying  principally  in  Servy  town- 
ship, and  he  traded  a  part  of  that  property  for 
axes,  with  helves,  which  were  afterward  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  and  he  lost  his  investment. 

Charlotte  White  supplemented  her  common 
school  training  with  a  course  in  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, where  she  acquired  the  foundation  for  a 
successful  business  career  and  for  an  intellec- 
tual life.  She  now  lives  in  a  quietly  retired 
way,  surrounded  by  her  splendid  library  and 
with  the  animals  which  she  loves  and  which 
thrive  upon  her  broad  acres.  She  has  per- 
sonally conducted  her  farm  for  several  years, 
a  valuable  property  of  some  seventy  or  more 
acres  on  the  south  ridge  in  the  township  of 
Painesville,  Lake  county,  and  she  descends 
from  a  long  line  of  substantial  agriculturists. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church. 

Thomas  Henry  Artress  is  an  influential 
citizen  of  Lorain  and  the  present  trustee  of 
Black  River  township.  He  was  born  in  Glou- 
cestershire, England,  April  21,  1859.  a  son  of 
William  and  Mary  Artress,  both  of  whom  were 
also  born  in  that  shire.  The  family  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1868,  and  locating  at  once  in 
Lorain  county,  Ohio,  they  were  farming  peo- 
ple here  for  many  years,  but  both  parents  are 
now  deceased. 

When  but  thirteen  years  of  age  Thomas  H. 
Artress  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  work- 
ing, at  farm  labor  during  the  following  four 
years,  and  he  then  served  as  apprenticeship  of 
another  four  years  at  the  blacksmith's  trade. 
For  twenty  years  following  this  apprentice- 
ship he  was  a  blacksmith  at  Grafton,  and  com- 


ing to  the  city  of  Lorain  in  1888  he  worked  in 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  shops  and  in  the 
brass  works,  and  in  1893  ^^  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  here.  He  was  active  in 
the  business  life  of  this  city  from  that  time 
until  December  of  1903,  and  since  then  has 
lived  somewhat  retired.  During  three  years 
he  was  one  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  Lo- 
rain works,  and  was  appointed  the  trustee  of 
Black  River  township  in  1903,  and  still  holds 
that  office  by  re-election.  He  has  contracted 
real  estate  holdings  in  Lorain,  and  is  one  of  the 
city's  active  and  public-spirited  citizens.  He 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a  Knight  of 
Pythias,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Commerce. 

Mr.  Artress  married  Ida  Ackley,  who  was 
born  in  Grafton,  Lorain  county,  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Ackley,  from  the  same  place,  and  of 
Mary  Ackley,  from  Connecticut. 


James  H.  Cassidv. — It  has  been  given  Hon. 
James  H.  Cassidy  to  attain  precedence  as  one 
of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar  of  his 
native  city  of  Cleveland,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  successful  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
the  hold  which  he  has  upon  popular  confidence 
and  esteem  in  this  favored  section  of  the  Buck- 
eye state  is  clearly  indicated  in  the  fact  that 
he  is  now  the  representative  of  his  district  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cassidy  was  born  in  Cleveland  on  Octo- 
ber 28,  1869,  and  is  a  son  of  James  H.  and 
IMary  (Brown)  Cassidy,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  in  Ohio,  where  his  parents  took  up 
their  residence  about  the  year  1825,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  was  lx)rn  in  the  state  of  New 
York. 

James  H.  Cassidy  is  indebted  to  the  pubHc 
schools  of  Cleveland  for  his  early  educational 
discipline,  but  when  a  lad  of  only  eleven  years 
he  initiated  his  association  with  the  practical 
responsibilities  of  life.  He  secured  employ- 
ment in  a  wood-working  manufactory,  in 
which  he  continued  to  be  engaged  for  a  period 
of  five  years.  His  ambition  and  alert  men- 
talitv  led  him  to  seek  wider  fields  of  endeavor, 
however,  and  his  advancement  has  been  gained 
through  his  own  well  directed  efforts.  In  1887 
he  secured  employment  in  the  freight-claims 
department  of  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan 
Southern  railroad,  and  with  the  interests  of 
this  road  he  continued  to  be  identified  as  a 
trusted  employe  until  1900,  when  he  resigned. 
In  the  meanwhile  he  had  attended  night  school 
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with  regularity  and  finally  he  became  a  student 
in  the  law  department  of  Baldwin  University, 
in  which  institution  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1901,  in  June  of  which 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  his  native 
state,  after  having  duly  received  his  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  institution  men- 
tioned. He  forthwith  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  chosen  profession  in  Cleveland,  in  asso- 
ciation with  Charles  F.  Long,. and  the  firm  of 
Long  &  Cassidy  now  retains  a  representative 
clientage  and  controls  a  large  and  substantial 
professional  business.  Mr.  Cassidy  has  proven 
himself  an  able  trial  lawyer  and  as  a  counsellor 
his  success  is  based  upon  a  thorough  knowl- 
edge of  the  science  of  jurisprudence. 

Well  fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to  matters 
of  public  policy,  Mr.  Cassidy  has  been  a  most 
zealous  and  effective  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  policies  for  which  the  Republican  party 
stands  sponsor.  In  1902  he  was  secretary  of 
the  Republican  campaigji  committee  of  Cleve- 
land, and  in  the  same  year  was  a  candidate  for 
member  of  the  city  council,  but  was  defeated 
through  normal  political  exigencies.  In  De- 
cember. 1902,  Mr.  Cassidy  was  appointed  by 
the  national  house  of  representatives  secretary 
of  the  commission  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and 
he  continued  in  tenure  of  this  position  until 
January,  1909,  when  he  resigned  to  become  a 
candidate  for  congress,  as  representative  of  the 
twenty-first  congressional  district  of  Ohio.  He 
was  made  the  nominee  of  his  party  for  this 
office  on  March  31,  1909,  and  was  elected  by 
a  gratifying  majority  in  the  following  month. 
His  practical  business  experience  and  profes- 
sional training,  as  well  as  his  broad  mental  ken, 
well  qualify  him  for  the  distinguished  prefer- 
ment which  he  has  thus  received  in  the  suf- 
frages of  the  people  of  his  native  state.  Mr. 
Cassidy  is  a  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Bar 
Association  and  the  Cuyahoga  County  Bar 
Association ;  is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Cleveland  Athletic 
Club  and  the  Tippecanoe  and  the  Western 
Reserve  Clubs.  He  is  affiliated  with  Wood- 
ward Lodge  No.  508,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  hold  mem- 
Ix^rship  in  the  First  Baptist  church  of  Cleve- 
land. 

In  November,  1903,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Cassidy  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hen- 
diges.  daughter  of  Christopher  Hcndig.es,  of 
Cleveland,  and  they  are  popular  in  connection 
with  the  social  activities  of  their  home  citv. 


J.  G.  Butler,  Jr. — Whether  viewed  as  a 
figure  admitted  into  the  national  councils  of 
Republicanism  or  a  leading  factor  in  the  de- 
velopment of  the  iron  industries  of  the  Ma- 
honing Valley,  J.  G.  Butler,  Jr.,  of  Youngs- 
town,  has  attained  signal  prominence  in  the 
progress  of  the  broad  life  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. At  the  present  time  he  is  in  specially 
important  service  as  general  manager  of  the 
Brier  Hill  Iron  and  Coal  Company,  president 
of  the  Bessemer  Limestone  Company  and 
chairman  of  the  Bessemer  Pig  Iron  Associa- 
tion. In  1840  Mr.  Butler  was  born,  in  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  he  is  a  son  of  J.  G. 
and  Temperance  (Or wig)  Butler,  his  parents 
being  natives  of  Bellefonte,  that  state.  The 
father  was  an  iron  worker  and  was  connected 
with  the  large  iron  industries  of  Mercer  county 
prior  to  1842,  when  he  moved  to  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio.  While  there  he  was  retired 
from  active  business,  but  became  quite  promi- 
nent in  public  affairs,  serving  as  sheriff  of  the 
county  from  1861  to  1865. 

In  1863,  when  twenty-three  years  old,  J.  G. 
Butler,  Jr.,  became  associated  in  the  iron  works 
of  Brown,  Bonnell  &  Company,  representing 
Hale  &  Ayer,  large  owners  in  the  enterprise, 
with  whom  he  remained  until  1866,  when  he 
became  a  partner  in  the  Girard  Iron  Company, 
of  Girard,  Ohio.  In  this  connection  he  was 
associated  with  the  late  Governor  Tod,  W^ill- 
iam  Ward  and  William  Richards,  and  thus 
continued  until  1878,  when  he  became  general 
manager  of  the  Brier  Hill  Iron  and  Coal  Com- 
pany, in  which  capacity  he  has  continued  ever 
since.  He  has  large  interests  also  in  other 
companies  and  corporations.  He  was  vice- 
president  of  the  Ohio  Steel  Company,  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Bessemer  Limestone  Comi)any,  and 
is  on  the  directing  boards  of  the  Pittsburg, 
Youngstown  and  Ashtabula  Railroad  Com- 
pany, the  Cleveland  and  Mahoning  Valley 
Railroad  Company  and  the  Mahoning  Val- 
lev    Street    Raihvav    svsteni. 

On  June  10,  1866,  Mr.  Butler  was  married 
to  Harriet  Voorhees  Ing.ersoll,  a  daughter  of 
Lieutenant  Jonathan  Ingersull,  of  the  L'nited 
States  navy,  who  is  a  rei)rcsentative  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  families  of 
New  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  lUitler  have 
three  children:  Blanche,  the  wife  of  E.  L. 
Ford,  of  Youngstown ;  Grace,  wife  of  Arthur 
McGraw,  of  Detroit,  ^Michigan :  and  Henry  A., 
a  graduate  of  Harvard   University,   class  of 
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1897,  who  is  now  with  the  Youngstown  Sheet 
and  Tube  Company. 

Mr.  Butler  is  an  ardent  RepubHcan  and  is 
very  prominent  in  party  councils.  In  1868  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  first  city  council 
at  Youngstown,  and  has  been  twice  re-elected 
to  the  same  office,  having  also  served  on  the 
city  board  of  health.  In  1900  he  was  sent  as 
a  delegate  to  the  Republican  National  Con- 
vention held  at  Philadelphia,  and  both  locally 
and  at  large  his  sound  judgment  and  influence 
are  highly  valued.  Fraternally  and  socially 
Mr.  Butler  belongs  to  a  number  of  well  known 
organizations.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Nathan 
Hale  Chapter  of  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution ;  the  American  Geographical  Society,  of 
New  York ;  the  Union  Club,  of  Cleveland ;  the 
Duquesne  Club,  of  Pittsburg;  the  Youngs- 
town Club,  of  Youngstown;  the  Rayen  Club, 
of  Youngstown,  and  is  president  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce.  He  has  also  one  of  the 
finest  art  collections  in  the  city  and  is  a  citizen 
of  cultured  tastes  as  well  as  of  practical  and 
solid  abilities. 

William  Howard  Brett. — To  remain  at 
the  head  of  a  great  public  library  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  is  proof  positive  of  fine  talents, 
executive,  administrative  and  scholarly.  When 
the  scientific  classification  of  literature  and 
the  economics  of  library  management  have  be- 
come one  of  the  most  exact  of  sciences  and 
given  rise  to  a  distinct  province  of  learning, 
the  modern  librarian,  in  order  to  hold  his  place 
with  the  advance,  must  be  a  ceaseless  student 
and  a  master  of  all  current  information  relat- 
ing to  his  profession.  With  the  great  rising  in 
the  level  of  average  intelligence,  which  the 
public  libraries  have  done  so  much  to  bring 
about,  the  necessary  qualifications  of  the  met- 
ropolitan librarian  are  vastly  superior  to  the 
official  of  earlier  years.  William  H.  Brett, 
head  of  the  Cleveland  Public  Library,  has 
never  ceased  to  become  a  student  of  progres- 
sive methods  connected  with  his  profession, 
with  the  result  that  the  institution  in  his  charge 
has  always  been  a  leader  in  general  educa- 
tion and  he  himself  honored  with  the  presi- 
dency of  both  the  representative  associations 
of  his  state  and  nation. 

Mr.  Brett  is  a  native  of  Braceville,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  in  1846  to  Morgan  Lewis  and 
Jane  (Brokaw)  Brett.  He  received  his  ele- 
mentary education  in  the  public  schools  of 
Warren,  Ohio,  and  afterward  pursued  partial 
course  at  The  Western  Reserve  College  and 


the  University  of  Michigan,  the  honorary  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  being  conferred  upon  him  by 
Hiram  College.  In  1884  he  was  appointed 
public  librarian  at  Cleveland,  and  signal  evi- 
dences of  his  standing  were  his  elections  as 
president  of  the  Ohio  Library  Association  in 
1895  as  president  of  the  American  Library 
Association  in  1897.  In  1898  he  also  served 
as  chairman  of  the  Trans-Mississippi  Library 
Association  and  he  has  been  dean  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  Library  School  since  1903.  In 
1879  Mr.  Brett  married  Miss  Alice  L.  Allen, 
of  Cleveland,  and  his  residence  is  at  No.  2250 
West  Forty-ninth  street. 

Samuel  J.  Plum  holds  prestige  as  one  of 
the  able  representatives  of  the  great  basic  art 
of  agriculture  in  his  native  county  and  is  one 
of  the  well  known  and  honored  citizens  of 
Mantua  township.  Portage  county,  where  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  finely  improved  farm. 

Samuel  J.  Plum  was  born  in  the  western 
part  of  Mantua  township  on  the  i6th  of  May, 
1843,  ^"^  ^s  a  son  of  Thomas  Plum.  The 
parents  passed  the  closing  years  of  their  lives 
on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Samuel  J.  After 
having  duly  availed  himself  of  the  advantages 
of  the  common  schools,  Mr.  Plum  entered 
Hiram  Eclectic  Institute,  now  known  as  Hiram 
College,  at  Hiram,  Portage  county.  This  his- 
toric old  institution  had  as  its  principle  during 
his  student  days  General  James  A.  Garfield, 
who  was  later  to  become  the  victim  of  the 
assassin's  bullet  while  serving  as  president  of 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Plum  left  college  in 
1856,  and  in  i860  his  father  purchased  the 
present  homestead  farm,  which  has  been  his 
place  of  abode  and  the  field  of  his  well  directed 
endeavors  during  practically  all  the  long  inter- 
vening years.  He  came  into  possession  of  the 
property  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  his  hon- 
ored father.  He  has  ever  taken  a  loyal  inter- 
est in  local  affairs  and  is  known  as  a  progres- 
sive and  public-spirited  citizen. 

In  the  year  of  1874  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Plum  to  Miss  Elvene  Oldham, 
who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Mississippi,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1846,  and  who  was  educated  in 
Oberlin  College,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  James  Oldham  and  she  died  in 
the  year  of  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Plum  became 
the  parents  of  two  daughters,  both  of  whom 
are  living, — Jessie  Marietta,  born  September 
12,  1878,  and  Bertha  Paulina,  born  January 
23,  1881. 
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Alonzo  H.  Kendeigh,  a  leading  farmer  of 
Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  was  born 
in  that  township  in  September,  1832,  a  son  of 
Henry  and  Nancy  (Rice)  Kendeigh,  from 
Pennsylvania.  They  bought  a  farm  in  Lorain 
county,  and  there  remained  until  the  father 
died,  in  1835. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Alonzo  Ken- 
deigh lived  with  his  mother,  and  he  and  his 
oldest  brother  conducted  the  farm.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  began  working  as 
a  carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which  trade  he 
worked  several  years.  He  then  purchased  a 
house  and  lot,  where  he  lived  a  number  of 
years,  and  then  with  his  brother  purchased  a 
grist  mill  in  Amherst,  which  they  conducted 
a  few  years  and  then  he  sold  his  interest  to 
his  brother.  Shortly  after  the  mill  burned 
Mr.  Kendeigh  and  his  brother  built  a  furnace 
near  the  railroad.  Ten  years  later  he  sold  his 
interest  in  this  enterprise  to  his  brother  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  the  western  part  of  Am- 
herst township,  consisting  of  fifty-three  acres,- 
upon  which  he  since  resided  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  spent  in  Amherst  in  the  employ  of 
his  brother.  Mr.  Kendeigh  is  actively  inter- 
ested in  public  affairs,  and  is  an  industrious, 
useful  citizen.     He  is  independent  in  politics. 

In  1864  Mr.  Kendeigh  married  Lura  Aus- 
tin, who  was  the  adopted  daughter  of  Clark 
Carpenter  and  his  wife ;  she  died  leaving  three 
children,  namely:  Bennie,  of  California; 
George,  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  and  Frank,  who  lives 
on  the  farm  with  his  father. 

Claire  Wilson  Robinson. — A  young  man 
of  vim  and  energy,  endowed  with  those  ster- 
ling traits  of  habitual  industry  and  persistent 
thrift  that  command  success  in  the  industrial 
world,  Claire  W.  Robinson  has  already  ac- 
quired a  place  of  note  among  the  worthy  and 
progressive  agriculturists  of  Portage  county, 
and  may  well  look  forward  to  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful future  career.  A  son  of  James  Adams 
Robinson,  he  was  born,  November  2^,  1883, 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  paternal  grandfather 
was  John  Robinson.  James  Adams  Robinson 
married  Ida  Mary  Odell  a  daughter  of  J.  and 
Mary  (Packard)  Odell.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  them,  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  a 
goodly  family. 

Brought  up  in  Cleveland,  Claire  W.  Robin- 
son was  educated  in  that  city,  being  graduated 
from  the  grammar  school  in  1899  and  from  the 
Central  High  School  in  1903.  Beginning  life 
for  himself  immediately  after  graduation  he 


was  engaged  for  a  time  with  a  surveying  party, 
after  which  he  was  employed  in  the  cream 
separator  business  for  two  years.  Locating 
then  in  Geneva,  Ohio,  Mr.  Robinson  was  there 
employed  in  tilling  the  soil  for  a  year.  Find- 
ing the  occupation  congenial  to  his  tastes, 
he  subsequently  bought  his  present  farm  of 
sixty  acres,  and  in  its  management  is  meeting 
with  all  of  the  success  he  anticipated. 

On  July  15,  1907,  Mr.  Robinson  married 
Louise  Settler,  who  was  born  February  16, 
1885,  in  Metz,  Germany,  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
and  Louisa  (Guenther)  Settler,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Germany  the  former  in  Duden- 
hofen.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robinson  have  one  child, 
Jay  Odell,  born  January  22,  1909. 

Ephraim  Brown  was  one  of  the  real  pio- 
neers of  Trumbull  county  and  at  one  time  was 
the  principal  owner  of  the  township  of  Bloom- 
field.  He  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  and  Hannah 
(Howe)  Brown  and  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Brown  and  John  Howe,  his  pioneer  ancestors, 
who  coming,  from  England  settled  at  Sudbury, 
Massachusetts,  about  1637-8.  He  was  born 
October  27,  1775,  at  Westmoreland,  New 
Hampshire,  and  received  an  academic  edu- 
cation in  his  native  state,  and  his  habit  through 
life  of  reading  much  from  well  chosen  books 
added  greatly  to  the  culture  which  he  attained, 
and  which  made  him  at  an  early  age  one  whose 
judgment  and  advice  was  frequently  sought, 
even  by  his  elders.  Evidence  of  this  is  found 
in  the  many  letters  addressed  to  him  on  various 
subjects  by  men  of  prominence  and  ability.  He 
married  November  9,  1806,  Mary  Buckingham 
Huntington,  a  native  of  Windham,  Connecti- 
cut. She  was  a  daughter  of  Curdon  and  Tem- 
perance (Williams)  Huntington,  and  was  born 
on  August  29,  1787. 

In  the  summer  of  1814,  Mr.  Brown,  with 
his  uncle,  Thomas  Howe,  made  a  journey  in  a 
chaise  to  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  buying  land. 
After  stopping  at  the  then  small  village  of 
Cleveland  for  a  few  days  they  decided  to  look 
farther  before  locating  and  finally  settled  upon 
a  township  then  known  as  "No.  7,  4th  Range'' 
— afterward  called  North  Bloomfield — then  an 
unbroken  wilderness.  On  their  return  to  New 
England  they  made  the  purchase  of  the  town- 
ship of  Peter  C.  Brooks,  of  Boston.  In  the  fol- 
lowing summer,  181 5,  Mr.  Brown  moved  his 
family  to  the  new  home,  the  first  family  to  ar- 
rive except  one  which  came  a  few  months 
earlier.  Mr.  Howe  himself  came  in  March, 
i8tc;.  accompanied  by  several  young  men,  who 
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cleared  a  space  in  the  wilderness  and  erected 
comfortable  cabins  for  the  reception  of  Mr. 
Brown's  family  in  July.  Soon  other  families 
followed  Mr.  Howe's  in  1817.  Later  Mr.  Howe 
retired  from  the  partnership,  retaining,  how- 
ever, some  1,200  acres  of  the  purchase  and 
Mr.  Brown  assumed  the  debt,  which  in  a  few 
years  he  succeeded  in  discharging.  He  sold  a 
large  portion  of  his  land  to  settlers  who  came 
mostly  from  New  England,  but  retained  dur- 
ing his  life  2,000  or  3,000  acres.  His  first  resi- 
dence was  of  course  a  log  cabin,  but  within  the 
first  year  a  frame  structure  was  added  and 
which  is  still  a  part  of  the  present  dwelling. 
More  additions  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  and  it  is  still  a  very  attractive  home. 

By  Mr.  Brown's  efforts  a  postoffice  was 
early  secured,  and  he  was  active  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Trumbull  and  Ashtabula  turn- 
pike, whicn  for  years,  or  until  railroads  were 
built,  was  a  part  of  the  favorite  route  between 
Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river.  Fine  coaches 
daily  passed  to  and  fro,  filled  with  passengers. 
A  saw  mill  was  soon  built,  also  a  grist  mill, 
and  his  small  store  of  goods  sufficed  for  the 
needs  of  the  people  for  a  long  time.  His  activi- 
ties did  not  end  here,  for  he  served  several 
terms  in  both  houses  of  the  legislature  of  Ohio, 
as  he  had  previously  served  in  his  native  state. 
The  title  of  Colonel,  by  which  he  was  some- 
times addressed,  was  given  him  when  he  was 
on  the  governor's  staff  in  New  Hampshire,  not 
on  account  of  any  military  service.  Originally 
a  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  he  was  always  an  un- 
compromising opponent  of  slavery,  and  after 
he  came  to  Ohio  his  farm  was  one  of  the  sta- 
tions of  the  Underground  Railway  to  Canada. 
He  never  united  with  any  church,  but  his 
moral  and  religious  principles  were  very 
strong.  As  his  rectitude  and  ability  were  un- 
questioned he  retained  to  the  last  the  confi- 
dence and  leadership  of  his  community.  His 
death  occurred  on  March  7,  1845,  and  his  faith- 
ful wife  passed  away  January  26,  1862. 

Mrs.  Brown  should  be  named  as  one  of  the 
^*real  pioneers."  for  she  shared  with  her  hus- 
band the  privations  incident  to  the  life  of  a  pio- 
neer, and  these  she  felt  most  keenly,  her  tastes 
leading  her  to  enjoy  a  more  developed  and  re- 
fined civilization.  But  she  found,  among  other 
pioneer  women,  much  to  prize  in  their  sisterly 
and  kindly  ways  and  formed  some  lasting 
friendships  among  them.  She  suffered  much 
from  homesickness  during  the  first  two  years, 
when  it  was  decided  that  she  should  go  east  for 
a  visit  when  her  husband  went  for  goods  for 


his  store.  They  accordingly  rode  to  Painesville 
or  Fairport  on  horseback,  expecting  to  take  a 
boat  (a  schooner)  there  for  Buffalo,  but  on 
their  arrival  they  found  the  boat  had  passed. 
Mr.  Brown  then  gave  his  wife  the  choice  be- 
tween returning  to  her  home  or  going  on  to 
Utica  on  horseback.  She  chose  the  latter  alter- 
native and  they  proceeded  to  Utica,  whence 
they  went  on  by  stages.  The  visit  proved  very 
satisfactory  and  she  found  on  her  return  to  the 
hopeful,  active  life  of  the  pioneer,  a  pleasant 
contrast  to  the  inactive  life  of  the  older  settle- 
ment. 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  such  a  w^oman  to 
insert  in  this  history  some  appreciative  words 
at  the  time  of  her  death  by  a  friend  who  knew 
her  well.  He  said  of  her:  '*She  was  a  woman 
possessed  of  the  highest  and  purest  qualities 
of  head  and  heart,  and  was  beloved  and  re- 
spected during  all  the  years  of  her  long  and 
well  spent  life  by  all  who  knew  her.  Possessing 
a  well  balanced  and  vigorous  mind,  she  united 
.thereto  a  kindliness  of  feeling  and  compre- 
hensive benevolence,  wide  as  humanity  itself; 
and  never  during  her  life  came  up  to  her  the 
cry  of  the  needy  and  oppressed  unheard  or  un- 
heeded. To  these  distinguished  natural  gifts 
she  added  the  charm  of  a  high  and  refined 
cultivation,  in  so  much  that  few  indeed  could 
rival  her  in  the  acquirements  of  knowledge  and 
taste.  The  remarkable  powers  of  her  mind 
continued  up  to  the  time  of  her  death  unim- 
paired and  never  did  the  high  sentiments  of 
the  philanthropist  and  true  patriot  cease  to 
animate  her  noble  heart  till  its  pulses  were 
stilled  bv  the  cold  hand  of  Death."  Her  hus- 
band  appreciated  and  was  in  sympathy  with  all 
these  fine  attributes. 

Air.  and  Mrs.  Ephraim  Brown  were  the  par- 
ents of  the  following,  children :  Ephraim  Alex- 
ander, born  December  i,  1807,  who  died  Au- 
gust 10,  1894;  George  Washington,  born  May 
24,  1810,  died  April  12,  1841 ;  Mary,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Joseph  K.  Wing,  born  May  28, 
1812,  and  died  December  15,  1887;  Charles, 
born  August  9,  1814,  who  married  Julia  Anne, 
daughter  of  Judge  Lester  King,  of  Warren, 
Ohio,  and  died  October,  1880;  Elizabeth  Hunt- 
ington, born  April  12,  1816,  and  died  June  19, 
1904;  James  Munroe,  born  April  2,  1818,  died 
October,  1867 ;  Marvin  Huntington,  born  Au- 
gust 12,  1820,  and  died  in  August,  1892;  Fay- 
ette, born  December  17,  1823,  who  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  president  of  the 
Brown  Hoisting  Company  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  January  20,  1910,  and  Anne  Frances, 
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born  on  May  30,  1826,  who  resides  at  the  old 
homestead.  This,  the  youngest  child,  has  al- 
ways resided  in  the  house  where  she  was  born, 
more  than  eighty-two  years  ago,  and  retains 
her  faculties  remarkably.  She  owns  230  acres 
of  the  900-acre  farm  on  which  her  father  lived 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1845. 

Fayette  Browx. — A  life  conspicuous  for 
the  magjiitude  and  variety  of  its  achievement 
was  that  of  the  late  Fayette  Brown,  one  of  the 
distinguished  and  honored  figures  in  connec- 
tion with  the  business  and  civic  history  of 
Cleveland  and  one  whose  influence  in  the  field 
of  productive  industry  and  commercial  enter- 
prises transcended  local  environs  to  permeate 
the  national  life.  His  nature  was  intrinsically 
strong,  constant  and  noble,  and  his  life,  pro- 
longed to  venerable  years,  was  marked  by  large 
and  generous  accomplishment  as  one  of  the 
world's  great  army  of  sterling  workers.  He 
was  a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  pio- 
neer families  of  Ohio  and  his  entire  course  was 
guided  and  governed  by  the  highest  principles 
of  integrity,  so  that  he  ever  commanded  as  his 
own  the  high  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  Such 
was  his  standing  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  man  of 
affairs  that  it  is  most  consonant  that  in  this 
work,  devoted  to  the  Western  Reserve  and  its 
people,  be  accorded  a  brief  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

Fayette  Brown  was  born  in  North  Bloom- 
field  township,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  on  De- 
cember 17,  1823,  and  his  death  occurred  at  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Cleveland  on  January  20, 
1 9 10.  The  family  of  which  he  was  so  worthy 
a  member  was  founded  in  New  England  in  the 
early  colonial  era  of  our  national  history  and 
he  was  a  son  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  Bucking- 
ham (Huntington)  Brown,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  at  Westmoreland,  New  Hamp- 
shire, on  October  27,  1775,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  in  Windham,  Connecticut,  on 
August  29,  1787,  a  daughter  of  Gurdon  and 
Temperance  (Williams)  Huntington.  Ephraim 
Brown  was  a  son  of  Ephraim  and  Hanna 
(Howe)  Brown  and  a  direct  descendant  of 
Thomas  Brown  and  John  Howe,  who  came 
from  England  and  settled  at  Sudbury,  Massa- 
chusetts, about  the  year  1637.  Ephraim  Brown 
(H),  father  of  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  re- 
ceived an  academic  education  in  his  native 
state,  and  through  self -discipline  and  wide  and 
appreciative  reading  he  became  a  man  of  ex- 
ceptional mental  ken,  so  that  he  was  well  quali- 
fied for  leadership  in  thought  and  action  after 


numbering    himself    among    the    pioneers    of 
Ohio. 

In  the  summer  of  1814,  in  company  with  his 
maternal  uncle,  Thomas  Howe,  Ephraim 
Brown  came  to  Ohio  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
land.  After  stopping  for  a  few  days  in  Cleve- 
land, which  was  then  a  mere  village,  Messrs. 
Howe  and  Brown  made  their  way  to  Trumbull 
county,  where  they  selected  land  in  the  midst 
of  the  wilderness,  becoming  owners  of  the  sec- 
tion eventually  constituted  as  North  Bloomfield 
township.  In  the  summer  of  1815  Mr.  Brown 
removed  with  his  family  to  the  new  home,  and 
the  family  was  the  second  to  make  permanent 
settlement  in  that  locality.  In  the  preceding 
March,  Mr.  Howe  had  come  to  the  new  section 
in  company  with  several  young  men,  who  made 
a  clearing  on  the  land  and  erected  a  comfort- 
able cabin  for  the  use  of  Mr.  Brown  and  his 
family.  Later  Mr.  Howe  retired  from  the 
partnership  association  with  his  nephew, 
though  retaining  about  1,200  acres  of  the 
original  tract  purchased  by  them,  and  Mr. 
Brown  was  enabled  within  a  few  vears  to  free 
his  property  from  the  burden  of  indebtedness, 
having  sold  a  portion  of  his  land  to  other  New 
England  settlers,  but  having  retained  the 
ownership  of  2,000  or  3,000  acres  until  his 
death. 

Ephraim  Brown,  who  was  familiarly  known 
as  **Coloner'  Brown,  by  reason  of  having 
served  with  this  rank  on  the  staff  of  the  gov- 
ernor of  New  Hampshire  prior  to  his  removal 
to  Ohio,  was  of  the  sterling  character  de- 
manded of  the  successful  pioneer.  His  enter- 
prises penetrated  in  divers  directions.  He  was 
chiefly  instrumental  in  securing  the  establish- 
ment of  a  postoffice,  was  actively  identified 
with  the  construction  of  the  old  Trumbull  and 
Ashtabula  Turnpike,  erected  a  saw  mill  and  a 
grist  mill  and  conducted  a  general  store,  which 
afforded  requisite  supplies  for  settlers  through- 
out a  wide  section  of  country.  Colonel  Brown 
was  one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  of  his 
section  of  the  state  and  he  was  called  upon  to 
serve  several  terms  in  both  houses  of  the  Ohio 
legislature.  He  was  an  implacable  adversary 
to  the  institution  of  human  slavery,  though  a 
stanch  Jeffersonian  Democrat  in  his  ix)litical 
proclivities,  and  his  home  was  one  of  the  prom- 
inent stations  on  the  historic  ^'underground 
railway,''  through  which  many  slaves  were  as- 
sisted to  freedom.  He  was  not  formally  identi- 
fied  with  any  church  organization,  but  his  re- 
ligious principles  were  of  the  strongest  basis. 
He  died  on  ^larch  7,  1845,  ^"<^  ^^s  devoted 
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wife  and  helpmeet  survived  until  January  26, 
1862.  On  their  old  homestead  still  resides  their 
venerable  daughter,  Miss  Anne  F.  Brown,  con- 
cerning whom  individual  mention  is  made  on 
other  pages  of  this  volume.  Elsewhere  in  this 
work  is  also  given  further  and  specific  record 
concerning  the  life  and  labors  of  this  honored 
pioneer,  the  late  Colonel  Ephraim  Brown,  and 
reference  should  be  made  to  the  article  in  ques- 
tion as  supplementing  the  present  resume  of  the 
life  of  the  son,  who  well  upheld  .the  prestige  of 
the  family  name. 

Fayette  Brown,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  memoir,  was  reared  to  maturity  in  North 
Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county,  and  was  afforded 
the  advantages  of  excellent  common  schools  in 
Gambier,  Ohio,  after  which  he  continued  his 
studies  in  historic  old  Jefferson  College,  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  initiated  his  business  career 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  assumed 
the  position  of  clerk  in  the  wholesale  drygoods 
establishment  conducted  by  one  of  his  elder 
brothers  in  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
In  1845  he  became  a  partner  in  the  business, 
with  which  he  continued  to  be  thus  identified 
until  1 85 1,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  took 
up  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where 
he  had  previously  become  a  member  of  the 
banking  firm  of  Mygatt  &  Brown.  Mr.  Mygatt 
retired  from  the  firm  in  1857  and  thereafter 
Mr.  Brown  individually  continued  the  enter- 
prise until  1861,  when,  at  the  inception  of  the 
Civil  war,  he  accepted  the  office  of  paymaster 
in  the  Union  army,  an  incumbency  which  he 
retained  until  1862,  when  he  resigned,  retiring 
with  the  rank  of  major.  Upon  his  return  to 
Cleveland  he  became  general  agent  and  man- 
ager of  the  Jackson  Iron  Company,  and  with 
the  passing  of  years  he  gained  national  repu- 
tation and  precedence  as  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  successful  manufacturers  and  iron 
operators  in  the  country.  In  addition  to  the 
business  association  alreadv  noted  Mr.  Brown 
had  been  president  of  the  Union  Screw  Com- 
pany, the  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Com- 
pany, the  National  Chemical  Company  and  the 
G.  C.  Kuhlman  Car  Company;  was  chairman 
of  the  Stewart  Iron  Company  and  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  H.  H.  Brown  &  Co.,  dealers  in 
iron  ore.  Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  indomitable 
energy,  of  great  initiative  and  administrative 
ability,  and  he  was  able  to  win  large  and 
definite  success  through  his  long  and  active 
association  with  normal  business  enterprises  of 
wide  scope  and  importance.  Upon  his  entire 
career  as  a  citizen  and  as  a  business  man  there 


rests  no  shadow,  and  he  held  a  large  place  in 
connection  with  civic  and  industrial  affairs  in 
the  city  that  so  long  represented  his  home  and 
the  center  of  his  interests  and  in  which  he  was 
ever  vouchsafed  the  fullest  measure  of  popular 
confidence  and  esteem,  his  intrinsic  nobility  of 
character  having  been  the  effective  measure  of 
public  approbation. 

In  politics,  while  never  seeking  the  honors 
or  emoluments  of  office,  Mr.  Brown  was  a 
stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  tak- 
ing a  broad-minded  and  loyal  interest  in  all 
that  touched  the  welfare  and  progress  of  his 
home  city.  Reared  under  the  influences  of  the 
pioneer  days,  he  never  lost  his  interest  in  the 
out-door  life,  and  this  was  signified  by  his  re- 
tention of  membership  in  the  Cleveland  Golf 
and  Country  Clubs;  the  Castalia  Sporting 
Club,  of  which  he  was  president  at  the  time  of 
his  death;  the  Point  Mouillee  Shooting  Club; 
the  West  Huron  Shooting  and  Fishing  Club; 
and  the  Munising  Trout  Club.  He  was  also  a 
valued  member  of  the  Union  Club  of  Cleve- 
land. He  had  the  deepest  reverence  for  the 
spiritual  verities  and  his  entire  life  was  guided 
by  the  loftiest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor. 
He  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of  eighty- 
six  years  and  was  one  of  the  pioneer  business 
men  of  the  Forest  City  when  he  was  sum- 
moned from  the  scene  of  his  prolonged  and 
generous  mortal  endeavors.  His  wife  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  he 
contributed  liberally  to  religious  and  benevo- 
lent undertakings,  though  not  actively  identi- 
fied with  any  church  organization  as  a  member. 

On  July  15,  1847,  ^^r-  Brown  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Curtiss,  who  was 
born  at  Mount  Troy,  a  suburb  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  on  December  4,  1825,  and  whose 
death  occurred  on  April  5,  1899.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Elliott  and  Affalinda  (Rice)  Cur- 
tiss,  both  of  whom  resided  in  Connecticut  prior 
to  their  marriage.  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  woman 
of  gracious  personality  and  won  to  herself  the 
affectionate  regard  of  all  who  came  within  the 
immediate  sphere  of  her  influence, — especially 
in  the  sacred  precincts  of  a  home  life  of  idyllic 
order.  She  was  educated  in  Harriet  Preble's 
French  Boarding  School  for  Young  Ladies  in 
Pittsburg,  a  famous  institution  of  its  day. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  had  three  sons  and  two 
daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Harvey  H.  Brown, 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  II.  H.  Brown  & 
Co.j  of  Cleveland.  The  second  son,  Alexander 
E.  Brown,  is  vice  president  and  general  man- 
ager of  the  Brown  Hoisting  Machinery  Com- 
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pany  of  Cleveland.  The  third  son,  William 
Fayette  Brown,  died  in  April,  1891.  The 
daughters,  Florence  C.  and  Mary  L.  Brown, 
still  reside  in  the  beautiful  family  homestead  at 
3210  Euclid  avenue,  Cleveland. 

Anne  F.  Brown. — The  intimate  association 
of  a  person  with  a  locality,  so  that  the  one  is 
readily  suggestive  of  the  other,  is  a  feature  of 
an  older  and  quieter  generation  and  almost 
unique  in  the  changeful  and  progressive  twen- 
tieth century.  Fortunately,  beauty  of  char- 
acter and  soundness  of  mind  may  develop  apart 
from  the  breathless  confusion  of  modern  exist- 
ence, and  a  life  extended  to  venerable  years 
and  spent  in  the  heart  of  the  country  may  at- 
tain a  conspicuous  beauty  of  symmetry  and 
sweetness. 

It  is  remarkable  to  have  lived  more  than  four 
score  years  in  a  peaceful  rural  community,  yet 
without  isolation  and  narrowness,  to  have  had 
intimate  acquaintance  with  some  of  the  great 
personalities  of  the  time  and  to  have  kept  a 
mind  alert  to  great  movements  in  politics  and 
society ;  to  have  had  the  esteem  and  admiration 
of  all.  Both  by  reason  of  her  ancestry  and  for 
what  she  herself  has  stood  for.  Miss  Brown,  of 
North  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county,  is  one  of 
the  interesting:  and  noteworthy  personages  of 
the  Western  Reserve. 

Anne  Frances  Brown  was  born  May  30, 
1826,  in  the  house  built  by  her  father  and 
which  is  still  her  home  at  North  Bloomfield. 
No  word  written  of  Miss  Brown  would  be  en- 
tirely just,  nor  would  it  be  allowed  by  her.  that 
did  not  presuppose  that  mention  was  made  of 
her  because  she  is  the  last  surviving  member 
of  her  father's  family,  and  that  in  her  age  she 
is  permitted  to  represent  them  and  in  her 
modest  way  continue  their  work ;  by  unassum- 
ing example  try  to  invest  life  with  the  beauty 
that  comes  from  order,  thrift  and  the  desire  for 
right  doing ;  to  have  one's  house  in  such  order 
that  one  might  go  hence  today  and  yet  so 
planned  that  one's  days  might  be  indefinitely 
prolonged  in  beauty  and  comfort.  She  is  the 
youngest  child  of  Ephraim  and  Mary  l>.  Hunt- 
ington Brown,  pioneers  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, who  brought  with  them  from  the  east 
the  tradition  of  g6dly  lives,  for  progression  in 
all  things  spiritual  and  temporal,  sound  judg- 
ment, the  desire  to  serve,  not  counting  one's 
self  first,  and  for  the  time  a  fortune  ample  and 
adequate  to  the  family  needs.  Of  the  children 
bom  to  Ephraim  and  Mary  Brown,  Alexander, 
the  eldest,  at  an  early  day  went  to  Pittsburg, 
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and  by  reason  of  his  exceptional  endowments 
for  business  life,  accumulated  such  ample 
means  that  he  retired  before  he  reached  middle 
age.  His  philanthropy  was  far  seeing  and  far 
reaching  and  one  is  impressed  by  the  modern 
spirit  which  actuated  this  man,  raised,  as  it 
were,  in  the  wilderness  and  whose  days  were 
mostly  spent  by  choice  until  his  death  in  1894 
in  a  rural  community.  Of  the  remainder  of  the 
family,  George,  the  second  son,  died  in  early 
manhood.  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter,  married 
Joseph  K.  Wing  and  lived  long  an  honored 
member  of  the  community  with  which  she  was 
identified  since  infancy.  Charles  passed  a  great 
portion  of  his  life  at  Bloomfield,  always  alive 
to  the  influences  he  believed  to  be  uplifting; 
Elizabeth,  who  lived  and  died  at  the  Brown 
homestead,  a  woman  of  rare  beauty  of  person 
and  exceptional  mental  powers;  James,  who 
went  to  Massillon,  where  his  influence  was 
widely  felt  and  whose  work  is  worthily  carried 
on  by  his  descendants ;  Marvin,  who  died  ripe 
in  years  at  his  home  which  was  a  portion  of 
the  Brown  estate;  Fayette,  who  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 191  o,  at  Cleveland,  where  by  worth  of 
service  as  a  citizen  and  length  of  years  he  held 
a  conspicuous  position;  and  Anne,  who  alone 
survives  and  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

One  naturally  asks  what  influence  was  so 
potent  in  the  lives  of  these  children,  that  it 
moulded  and  stamped  them  in  childhood,  which 
stood  them  in  good  stead  during  the  strenuous 
years  of  their  lives  and  which  cheered  and 
supported  them  in  their  age,  their  years  averag- 
ing far  more  than  man's  allotted  three  score 
and  ten.  The  sketch  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Taylor 
Upton  gives  of  Miss  Brown  in  her  history  of 
Trumbull  county  may  perhaps  furnish  the  clue, 
and  in  writing  of  her  Mrs.  Upton  has  inter- 
woven with  her  words  the  spirit  which  char- 
acterized the  parents  and  which  made  their 
children  powers  in  the  community. 

She  says,  in  eflPect,  that  Miss  Brown  never 
remembers  getting  tired  of  having  her  mother 
read  to  her,  and  that  one  winter  she  and  her 
brothers  and  sisters  sometimes  rose  at  4  o'clock 
in  the  morning  in  order  to  have  her  mother 
read  until  breakfast  time.  They  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  an  unusual  kind  of  education,  since 
most  of  the  cultivated  visitors  to  this  part  of 
the  country  stayed  with  them  when  passing 
through.  Joshua  R.  Giddings  was  often  in 
their  home,  stopping  there  on  his  way  to  or 
from  Washington.  Miss  Brown  especially  re- 
members his  calling  in  the  spring  of  1842  on 
his  way  to  Washington,  being  returned  to  Con- 
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g^ress  by  his  constituents  after  his  censure  by 
the  House  of  Representatives  and  his  prompt 
resignation  thereafter.  Here  he  found  ardent 
and  influential  support  for  his  anti-slavery 
work.  Mr.  Brown  \*-as  a  member  of  the  Ohio 
house  of  representatives  and  the  senate,  and 
in  both  houses  one  may  be  sure  his  voice  was 
not  still  when  slaver\-  was  under  discussion. 
His  house  was  one  of  the  stations  on  the  "Un- 
derground Railway/'  and  abolition  and  politics 
were  freely  talked  of  here. 

The  Brown  homestead  was  alwavs  the  resi- 
dence  of  Miss  Elizabeth  and  Miss  .\nne.  There 
they  lived  singularly  devoted  to  each  other  and 
there  they  had  a  home  in  later  years  with  their 
brother  Alexander,  and  it  was  a  great  bk>w  to 
the  younger  sister  when  the  brother  and  older 
sister  died. 

Few  are  the  women  whom  time  has  touchetl 
so  lightly  and  who  are  so  cherished  and  revereil 
as  is  Miss  Brown.  She  makes  a  yearly  visit 
in  her  brother's  family  in  Cleveland  and  with 
other  relatives  in  the  state. 

While  Miss  Brown  thinks  that  under  present 
conditions  the  organizations  of  today  may  be 
necessary-,  she  has  never  allied  herself  with  any 
of  them  except  the  Forestrx*  .\ssociation.  She 
n^^rets  the  wanton  destruction  of  the  splendid 
forests  of  northern  C>hio.  In  18-20  her  father 
bn>ught  a  voung  elm  from  Bristol  and  planted 
it  in  the  door^ard.  This  has  been  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  trees  in  the  vicinity,  and  al- 
though a  few  vears  a«ro.  when  the  leaves  were 
heavy  with  rain,  nearly  one-half  of  the  tree  was 
split  itt.  it  is  still  a  splendid  example  oi  what 
planting.  Judicious  care  and  tree  sur<:^erv  can 
do. 

The  old  kv  house  which  was  built  for 
Ephrain:  Brown  in  1815.  five  years  later  gave 
place  to  a  handson:e  home,  and  thai  por- 
tion of  the  house  now  stands  as  it  \^-as  then. 
The  bricks  usevi  in  it  were  broujjht  from  War- 
ren  thrv^ugh  unbroken  wixxls.  The  \%nndow 
frames  are  in  good  o:»ndition  and  hold  the  same 
glass  *  with  few  exceptions  1  which  was  put  in 
at  the  beginning.  The  stone  steps,  somewhat 
wx>m.  are  now  in  use.  At  one  time  it  was 
thought  to  changne  them,  but  Mr.  Fayette 
Brown,  the  last  sur\-i\-ing  son  of  the  house, 
said  too  many  good  friends  had  come  and  gone 
over  them  for  any  change  to  be  made  in  then: 
iK>w.  The  house  is  kept  in  conformitv  to  the 
New  England  tradition — that  is,  beautifully 
kept.  The  walls  of  the  guest  chamber  are  cov- 
ered with  bJue  and  white  paper  which  looks  as 
if  it  were  new  \esterdav.    In  realitv,  it  has  been 


on  the  walls  nearly  ninety  years.  It  was  made 
when  paper  was  manufactured  not  in  rolls  but 
in  squares.  The  hangings  are  of  the  same  color 
and  compare  in  freshness  with  the  paper,  al- 
though they  are  not  quite  so  old.  In  one  of  the 
other  chambers  is  a  stove,  the  first  ever  used  in 
the  house,  where  it  has  been  since  1840,  and  it 
shows  no  signs  of  old  age. 

.\lthough  in  the  heart  of  the  countr}\  Miss 
Brown  looks  into  the  west  from  her  librarv 
windows  and  sees  the  Mesopotamia  and  the 
Middlefieid  hills  beyond,  and  these  are  often  at 
sunset  glorified  almost  beyond  recxi^rnition,  and 
one  likes  to  think  this  is  s\Tnbolic  of  Ih^es  spent 
in  the  ser\'ice  of  others,  whose  high  ideals  ha\-e 
no  k»wering  and  whose  faith  in  the  benevoknce 
oi  God's  pro\-idence  has  no  bounds. 

William  I.  Fitzsimoxs. — One  of  the  in- 
dustrial  enterprises  of  the  city  of  Voungstown, 
Mahoning  county.  Ohio,  is  the  Fitzsimons 
Company,  of  which  William  J.  Fitzsimons  of 
this  sketch  is  general  manager.  This  corpora- 
tion manufactures  c.^ld-drawn  bars,  in  rounds, 
squares,  hexagons,  fiats  and  special  shapes,  in 
both  iron  and  steel,  and  the  finely  equipped 
plant  occupies  two  and  one-half  acres  of  land. 
The  buildings  are,  in  the  niain.  of  substantial 
brick  construction,  and  the  niachinerx  and  ac- 
cessories are  of  the  best  ir.oiiem  t>-pe.  Em- 
ploMuent  is  afforded  to  a  corps  of  one  him- 
dred  and  twenty -five  men.  and  thus  the 
enterprise  :s  a  \-a:i2ab'e  contribution  to  the  in- 
dustria:.  con:n:ercia!  ano  s^via!  prvvsperiiy  of 


the  citv  oi  Vouncstown. 


con* 


;pan 


y  was 

ino-rporate^^i  wi:h  a  capita'  >t:ck  of  $250,000 
in  uioS.  and  the  i^rsonnel  f  the  executive 
corps  is  as  here  noted :  Thomas  G.  Fitzsimons. 
president :  lan.es  R.  Fitzsinx^ns.  treasurer,  and 
WiIIian>  I.  Fitzsimons.  secre:ar\  and  ^rsirrai 
manager. 

William  J.  Fitzsin:ons  is  a  r.a::ve  s^xi  of  tbe 
Western  Reserve  and  here  he  has  :\^und  ampSe 
scope  for  the  exercise  of  his  p  wcrs  and  abili- 
ties. He  has  gained  a  secure  r'ace  as  one  of 
the  representative  business  men  . :  the  Reserve 
and  is  known  as  one  of  the  nrv>irress3\ie  and 
public  spirited  citizens  of  V:nnir>to\\Ti.  Mr, 
Fitzsimons  was  bom  in  the  o:t}  of  Oe\TfIand, 
l^hio.  on  the  8ih  of  rehn'.ar>.  :S"-.  atxi  there 
he  continued  his  sr.uties  it:  the  r*o.K:c  schools 
until  he  had  co:::plete\:  the  ov.rric-.:hum  of  the 
high  school.  He  then  entere-o  ntv  n  an  aportfn- 
ticeship  in  the  works  v^f  the  ':^r:\\n  Hocs^ii^ 
&  Conve\-incr  Machine  Cv^nr^vin%.  v^f  Oe\>e^ 
land,  with  which  concern  he  w  as  cncACOu  tor  a 
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period  of  three  years.  In  1895  ^^  became 
superintendent  of  the  Fitzsimons  Company  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  with  which  concern  he  con- 
tinued to  be  identified  in  this  capacity  until 
1902,  when  he  removed  to  Youngstown  and 
became  the  general  manager  of  the  Finished 
Steel  Company.  Upon  the  incorporation  of 
the  concern,  in  1908,  the  name  was  changed 
to  the  Fitzsimons  Company,  and  he  has  since 
<:ontinued  as  the  active  general  manager  of  its 
large  and  important  business  interests. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  Youngstown  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  and  does  all  in  his  power  to 
further  its  high  civic  ideals.  He  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Youngstown  Club,  and  the 
Credit  Men's  Association,  and  is  affiliated  with 
the  local  lodge  of  the  Benevolent  &  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

Willis  Jambs  Nkwderrv,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Lorain  county,  was  born  on  the  farm 
he  now  occupies,  in  Brownhehn  township, 
(/October  12,  1858,  son  of  John  and  Alvina 
(Whitcomb)  Newberry.  John  Newberry  was 
born  in  Hrownhelni  township  and  his  wife  in 
Pcrrysburg,  Cattaraugus  county.  New  York, 
her  father,  Stephen  Whitcomb,  being  also  born 
in  New  York.  John  Newberry's  parents  came 
1(^  IJrownhelm  township  when  it  was  a  wilder- 
ness, and  they  cleared  and  improved  their  land. 
Alvina  Whitcomb  was  left  a  half  orphan  by 
the  death  of  her  mother  when  two  years  of 
age ;  she  came  to  Ohio  on  a  visit  to  relatives 
and  while  there  was  married ;  she  and  her  hus- 
l^and  lived  in  Vermillion  a  few  years  after  their 
marriage,  and  then  settled  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  their  son  Willis.  One  year  after 
Willis'  first  marriage  in  the  year  1880,  John 
Xewberrv  moved  to  Elyria,  lived  there  two 
years,  then  moved  to  Findlay  when  oil  was 
struck  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Willis  Xewberrv.  He  then  moved  back  to  the 
old  farm  in  the  year  1888,  and  lived  here  until 
his  death,  January  i,  1901.  He  worked  at 
his  trad-'  as  carpenter  while  in  Elyria  and 
Findlav. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  New- 
berry makes  her  home  with  her  son  Willis  and 
spends  some  time  with  her  daughter.  John 
Newberry  and  his  wife  had  two  children, 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Thomas  Dean,  of  Elvria,  and 
Willis  J. 

Willis  J.  Newberry  received  his  education  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  township,  and 
lived  on  the  home  place  until  1892.  He  then 
^pent  two  years  on  North  Ridge,  Brownhelm 


township,  two  years  later  removed  to  a  farm 
near  Vermillion  and  three  years  afterward  to 
the  line  between  Erie  and  Lorain  counties, 
where  he  remained  two  years  and  then  moved 
on  to  the  Woodruff  farm  on  the  east  side  of 
the  Vermillion  river,  in  Brownhelm  township. 
In  February,  1901,  Mr.  Newberry  moved  to 
the  old  farm,  where  he  still  resides.  He  is  an 
intelligent,  hustling  farmer,  and  very  success- 
ful. Mr.  Newberry  raises  horses,  hogs,  sheep 
and  cattle.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
is  actively  interested  in  public  affairs.  He  is 
one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  the 
community,  and  stands  well  with  his  fellow 
citizens.  Mr.  Newberrv  has  been  school  di- 
rector,  road  supervisor  and  since  1907  town- 
ship trustee.  He  belongs  to  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Eagles,  No.  1442,  of  North  Amherst, 
and  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  No.  6250, 
of  Vermillion. 

Mr.  Newberry  married,  November  24,  1879, 
Anna  Featherstone,  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
and  they  had  three  children,  namely :  Mabel, 
Mrs.  Charles  Nuhn,  of  Vermillion ;  Bessie, 
^frs.  Loren  Forry,  of  Bixby,  Oklahoma,  and 
John,  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Newberry  died 
April  2,  1888,  and  Mr.  Newberry  married 
December  22,  1891,  Emma  M.  Sutton,  born 
in  Milan,  Ohio,  daughter  of  Nelson  and  Ar- 
celia  (Reed  ) Sutton.  Nelson  Sutton  was  born 
in  Greenwich,  Ohio,  and  his  wife  in  Ridgeway, 
Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  his  parents.  La- 
ban  and  Mary  (Farley)  Sutton,  were  born  in 
New  York  and  Greenwich,  Ohio,  respectively, 
and  her  parents,  Hiram  and  Ellen  (Wyckoff) 
Reed,  were  born  in  Michigan  and  Canada, 
respectively.  By  his  second  marriage  Mr. 
Newberry  has  one  son,  Nelson,  born  May  29, 
1894,  living  at  home.  There  were  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  the  original  farm,  and 
Mr.  Newberry  and  his  sister  purchased  it 
jointly. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Lock  wood. — Among  the  oldest 
of  the  native-born  residents  of  Erie  countv  is 
"^Irs.  Sarah  Lockwood,  who  was  born  October 
30,  1826,  in  Milan,  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Lockwood.  She  comes  of  distinguished 
New  England  ancestry,  and  of  honored  patri- 
otic T'nd  military  stock,  being  a  great-grand 
daughter  of  Commodore  John  Cannon,  who 
won  honors  for  his  daring  courage  and  brav- 
ery ill  different  naval  services.  He  lost  his 
property  during  the  burning  of  the  town  by 
the  British,  and  it  was  years  afterward  that 
his  great-grandchildren  recovered  it. 
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The  grandparents,  Stephen  Lockwood  and 
Sarah  Beets,  parents  of  George  Lockwood  and 
Ralph  Lockwood,  natives  of  Norwalk,  Con- 
necticut, left  their  New  England  home  in  1819, 
coming  to  the  Western  Reserve  as  pioneers. 
The  grandfather  had  inherited  a  tract  of  land 
in  the  Western  Reserve  that  had  been  especially 
set  apart  for  Connecticut  citizens  whose  prop- 
erty had  been  destroyed  by  British  expeditions 
during  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  which  is 
still  known  as  the  "Fire  Lands,"  his  father's 
property  in  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  having  been 
destroyed  by  the  British.  He  himself  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs.  Sarah  Lockwood 
is  the  seventh  generation  from  Robert  Lock- 
wood  the  first  settler.  He  lived  near  Boston, 
Massachusetts.  The  maternal  grandparents 
were  James  and  Rebecca  Gould  Cannon. 

George  Lockwood,  born  July  29,  1793. 
married  in  18 14,  Mary  Cannon,  who  was  born 
February  6,  1792,  and  who  died  in  Erie  county 
in  1835.  He  survived  her,  passing  away  in 
i860.  He  was  a  man  of  influeiice  in  the  com- 
munity, and  a  valued  member  of  the  Whig 
party,  supporting  its  principles  by  voice  and 
vote.  Sarah  Lockwood  was  an  apt  scholar, 
and  was  given  exceptionally  good  educational 
advantages,  as  a  young  lady  being  graduated 
from  Huron  Institute.  In  1847  she  married 
Stephen  A.  Lockwood,  her  cousin,  who  was 
born  in  Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  1820,  a  son  of 
Ralph  Lockwood,  who  came  here  with  his 
family  in  1819,  and  engaged  in  business  as  a 
general  merchant,  being  for  many  years  in 
partnership  with  George  Lockwood,  Mrs. 
Lockwood's  father.  Stephen  A.  Lockwood 
served  in  the  Civil  war,  being  in  the  navy  for 
two  years;  he  died  in  March,  1898.  Eight 
children  were  born  of  their  union,  namely: 
Nattie,  Ralph,  James,  Sadie,  George,  Stephen, 
Louisa  and  Mary.  Mrs.  Lockwood,  a  woman 
of  venerable  years,  is  highly  esteemed  through- 
out the  community  in  which  she  has  so  long 
lived,  and  is  a  valued  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian church,  and  a  firm  believer  in  its  teach- 
ings. 

William  Adams  Higley. — Distinguished 
not  only  as  a  native-born  son  of  Portage 
county,  but  for  the  honored  pioneer  New  Eng- 
land stock  from  which  he  is  descended,  Will- 
iam A.  Higley  holds  a  position  of  note  among 
the  substantial  and  highly  esteemed  residents 
of  Windham,  where  he  is  well  and  favor- 
ably known  as  a  cultured  and  genial  man,  a 
loyal  citizen  and  a  faithful  friend  and  neighbor. 


A  son  of  the  late  Lorin  Higley,  he  was  born 
March  i,  1840,  in  Windham  township,  where 
his  grandfather.  Colonel  Benjamin  Higley  was 
one  of  the  original  settlers. 

The  Higley  family  was  first  represented  in 
the  United  States  by  Captain  John  Higley,  who 
was  born  in  Wales  and  came  to  this  country 
about  1665,  as  a  stowaway  on  a  sailing  ves- 
sel. The  line  of  descent  was  continued 
through  his  eldest  son,  Brewster  Higley,  then 
through  Captain  Joseph  Higley,  whose  son, 
Micah  Higley,  was  the  great-grandfather  of 
William  Adams  Higley. 

Colonel  Benjamin  Higley,  born  November 
30,  1777,  in  Becket,  migrated  from  Massachu- 
setts to  Ohio  about  181 1,  traveling  with  ox 
teams  across  the  intervening  country,  a  large 
part  of  the  way  following  a  blazed  trail.  Lo- 
cating in  Windham  township,  Portage  county, 
he  first  took  up  one  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  acres  of  timber  land,  and 
subsequently  bought  another  tract,  acquiring 
title  to  over  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  in 
the  Reserve.  He  served  in  the  war  of  1812, 
being  captain  of  a  company  of  soldiers.  He 
did  much  of  the  surveying  of  this  locality,  and 
laid  out  Strongsburg,  which  he  named  in 
honor  of  Governor  Strong  of  Connecticut,  the 
name,  however,  being  changed  in  1820,  by  an 
act  of  the  state  legislature  to  its  present  name, 
Windham.  He  was  very  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive, and  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  in- 
aug:urating  improvements,  being  largely  instru- 
mental in  the  building  of  roads  and  in  the 
establishment  of  public  schools.  He  lived  to 
a  good  old  age,  passing  away  July  4,  1867. 
He  married  Sally  McKown,  who  was  born 
in  Norwich,  Connecticut,  March  10,  1773,  and 
died  in  Windham,  Ohio. 

Lorin  Higley,  born  in  Becket,  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts,  in  1810,  was  brought 
up  and  educated  in  Windham,  Ohio.  A  year 
or  so. after  his  marriage  he  settled  on  a  farm 
lying  one  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of 
Windham  Center,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  for  many  years.  He  married,  March 
8,  1832,  Elmina  Frary,  who  was  born  in 
Becket,  Massachusetts,  in  181 1,  and  on  March 
1882,  they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  on 
the  old  farm,  the  occasion  being  one  long  to 
be  remembered  by  the  friends  and  relatives 
that  gjathered  there  to  do  them  honor.  They 
subsequently  moved  to  Windham  Center, 
where  Mrs.  Higley  died  July  i,  1889.  The 
bereaved  husband  then  moved  back  to  the  old 
homestead,    and    there    spent    his    remaining 


•S.H  uicnecc 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1643 


days,  passing  away  February  25,  1891.  Five 
children  were  born  of  the  union  of  Lorin  and 
Elmina  Higley,  namely:  Sheldon  F.,  who 
served  during  the  Civil  war  in  the  Forty-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  lives  in  Geneva, 
Ohio ;  Stephen  died  in  Colorado ;  Seymour  A., 
living  on  the  old  farm ;  Sarah  A.,  twin  sister 
of  Seymour  A.,  married  J.  L.  Minor,  of  New 
York  city,  and  died  in  1905,  and  William  A., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  third 
child  in  succession  of  birth. 

Leaving  home  on  attaining  his  majority, 
William  A.  Higley  was  employed  for  a  while 
as  clerk  in  a  general  store  in  Windham.  In 
April,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventv-first  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  first  sent  to  Johnson's  Island 
to  guard  Confederate  soldiers.  His  regiment 
was  subsequently  assigned  to  Kentucky,  to 
stop  General  Morgan's  raiders,  but  he,  being 
on  detached  duty,  did  not  go  with  his  com- 
rades. Being  honorably  discharged  from  the 
service  August  18,  1864,  he  returned  to  the 
home  farm,  and  for  a  year  or  two  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  in  Geneva,  Ashtabula 
county.  After  his  marriage  in  1865  Mr.  Hig- 
ley lived  with  his  wife's  parents  for  a  time, 
for  a  year  thereafter  being  employed  in  a 
Cleveland  dry  goods  store.  He  subsequently 
traveled  for  his  brothers-in-law  for  a  year, 
after  which  he  was  for  seven  years  located  in 
New  York  city,  being  commercial  salesman 
for  a  firm  dealing  in  silks,  white  goods,  etc. 
He  subsequently  traveled  in  different  parts  of 
the  countr}',  selling  white  lead,  paints  and  oils, 
continuing  thus  employed  until  1893.  Since 
that  time,  Mr.  Higley  has  resided  in  Windham, 
where  he  has  considerable  property  of  value, 
owning  several  houses  and  lots  and  thirty- 
five  acres  of  the  original  homestead. 

On  r)ctober  5,  1865,  Mr.  Higley  married 
Elizabeth  E.  Scott,  who  was  lx;rn  in  PVeedom 
township.  Portage  county,  a  daughter  of  David  . 
and  Sally  P.  Qlarcy;  Scott,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Becket,  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter  in  Otis,  Massachusetts.  The  parents 
settled  in  Freedom  township  in  1828,  residing 
there  until  i860,  when  they  purchased  a  resi- 
dence in  Windham  Center,  and  there  sjKint  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives,  .Mrs.  Scott 
dying  August  i.  1876,  aged  sixty-nine  years, 
and  Mr.  Scott,  March  28,  1877,  aged  seventy- 
four  years.  Mrs.  Higley  died  .\ugust  31, 
1908,  leaving  two  children,  namely:  Luther 
Scott,  of  Cleveland,  manager  of  the  Standard 
Sewing  Machine  Company,  and  Josephine  M., 


wife  of  Ernest  W.  Mallett,  resides  with  her 
father.  Mr.  Higley  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational church,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Earl  Millikam  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he 
has  held  all  the  offices. 

Seward  H.  Williams  has  achieved  success 
in  his  profession  of  the  law,  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  attorneys  of  Lorain.  He  was  born  at 
Amsterdam,  New  York,  November  7,  1870,  a 
son  ot  John  J.  and  Maria  Louise  (Montague) 
Williams,  both  of  whom  were  also  born  in 
New  York,  and  the  Williams  family  are  of 
Welsh  and  the  Montagues  of  French  descent. 
John  J.  Williams  is  deceased,  but  his  widow 
survives  and  is  living  in  her  native  common- 
wealth of  New  York. 

Seward  Henry  Williams  grew  to  years  of 
maturity  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  attending 
an  academy  there,  and  in  the  fall  of  1889  he 
entered  Williams  College,  but  the  death  of  his 
father  two  years  later,  in  1890,  ended  his 
studies  there.  He  then  took  the  preparatory 
law  course  at  Princeton  University,  under 
Woodrow  Wilson,  now  president  of  that  uni- 
versity, and  received  his  degree  at  Washing- 
ton-I^e  College,  Virginia,  under  John  Ran- 
dolph Tucker,  now  dean  of  the  law  depart- 
ment of  that  institution,  with  the  class  of  1895. 
In  that  same  year  he  began  the  practice  of 
law  at  Lorain.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  of  Lorain  during  1906-7, 
was  the  .solicitor  of  Lorain  in  1 900-1,  and  in 
1908  was  again  elected  solicitor,  serving  until 
January  i,  1910.  He  is  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  oi  the  Solicitors'  Association  of 
C)hio,  and  is  now  secretary  of  the  Republican 
senatorial  committee.  In  May,  1910,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams received  the  nomination  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  for  representative  to  the  general 
assembly  of  C)hio.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Hoard  of  Commerce,  and  is  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pytliias  fraternity. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  in  Cleveland,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1897,  Sarah  Jeannette  Reynolds,  a 
rlaughter  of  John  T.  Reynolds,  of  Lorain,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Sewanl  Reynolds  and 
Margarite  Louise  Williams. 

Jacoij  CVx>lman,  who  is  living  in  comfort 
and  partial  retirement  on  his  fine  country 
homestead  one  mile  east  of  .Seville,  is  one  of 
the  most  substantial  citizens  of  Medina  county. 
He  has  been  remarkablv  successful  lx>th  as  a 
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wheat  and  a  tobacco  grower,  and  for  many 
years  has  been  prominent  as  a  Democrat  and 
a  leader  in  the  pubHc  affairs  of  Guilford  town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  that  part  of  the  county, 
three  miles  east  of  Seville,  on  the  7th  of  July, 
1843,  2ind  is  a  son  of  John  and  Anna  (Kindig) 
Coolman.  The  father  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  April  17,  1815,  and  the  mother 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  who  came  with 
her  parents  to  the  Buckeye  state  in  her  early 
childhood.  George  Coolman,  the  grandfather, 
who  was  born  in  Dauphin  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, migrated  thence  to  Center  county,  where 
he  married  Susanna  Emrich,  also  a  native  of 
the  former  county.  In  181 1  George  Coolman 
moved  to  Stark  county,  where  he  served  in  the 
war  of  1 81 2  as  a  musician,  one  of  his  two  en- 
rollments being  as  a  substitute  for  his  brother. 
In  the  autumn  of  1817  he  located  in  Milton 
township,  Wayne  county,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1826,  which  was  the  date 
of  his  coming  to  Guilford  township.  There 
he  died  in  1828  before  he  had  made  much 
progress  in  clearing  his  land.  There  were 
eight  children  then  living.  The  eldest  son  de- 
veloped the  farm  and  finished  the  work  left  by 
his  father,  thus  assuring  an  independence  to 
the  mother,  who  survived  until  November  17, 
1880.  John  Coolman,  who  became  the  father 
of  Jacob,  commenced  business  for  himself 
when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  and  from 
the  savings  of  his  $io-a-month  wages  pur- 
chased his  first  farm  of  fifty  four  acres,  at 
four  dollars  per  acre.  At  the  time  it  came 
into  his  possession  it  was  covered  with  timber, 
with  the  exception  of  a  small  potato  patch. 
At  his  marriage  in  February,  1836,  he  com- 
menced domestic  life  on  this  farm  and,  with 
the  able  assistance  of  his  good  wife,  eventually 
was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land,  albeit  he  had  given  considerable 
to  his  children  as  they  reached  maturity  and 
became  the  heads  of  their  own  households. 
John  Coolman  was  a  man  who  ever  retained 
the  confidence  of  his  associates,  his  honesty 
being  an  inseparable  companion  of  his  ability. 
He  held  the  administratorship  of  many  estates  ; 
was  a  guardian  to  the  widow  and  orphan  and 
for  twenty-eight  years  served  as  justice  of  the 
peace.  His  wife  died  November  i,  1874,  hav- 
ing borne  six  children,  four  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity — Jacob,  Ephraim,  Sarah  and 
Susanna.  All  of  the  family  were  members  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  which  Mr.  Coolman 
joined  when  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  and 
in  which  he  was  an  elder  for  many  years. 


Jacob  Coolman,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated 
in  the  district  school  and  the  Seville  High 
School.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  be- 
came an  independent  agriculturist  as  well  as 
a  worker  in  a  saw  mill  one  year.  In  1864  he 
bought  fifty  acre's  of  land  in  Guilford  town- 
ship, upon  which  he  settled  after  his  marriage 
in  1868  and  remained  for  six  years.  After 
selling  that  property  he  bought  one  hundred 
acres  and  turned  his  attention  to  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  being  at  times  one  of 
the  leading  growers  of  wheat  and  tobacco  in 
Medina  county,  besides  always  keeping  his 
farm  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  and 
sheep.  Like  his  honored  father,  Mr.  Cool- 
man's  solid  standing  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  is 
both  of  a  private  and  a  public  nature.  In 
politics  a  Democrat,  his  public  service  has 
been  impartial  is  every  respect,  which,  with  his 
evident  ability,  has  held  him  continuously  in 
office  for  many  years.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  assessor. in  Guilford  township  for  two  dec- 
ades and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  seven  years,  a  portion  of  the  time 
as  president.  He  and  his  wife  are  connected 
with  the  First  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he 
has  been  a  trustee  for  a  number  of  years. 

Mr.  Coolman  has  been  twice  married — first, 
in  1868,  to  Miss  Lovina  Zigler,  of  Milton 
township,  Wayne  county,  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Caroline  (Nicholas)  Zigler.  There  were 
born  of  this  union  Orrin  and  Warren  (twins) 
and  Willis  E.,  all  prosperous  farmers.  Mr. 
Coolman  wedded  as  his  second  wife  Miss  Lucy 
Shook,  daughter  of  John  Shook,  also  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  the  two  children  by  this 
marriage  are  Edith  L.  and  Clara  T.,  the  latter 
being  a  stenographer  in  the  little  town  of 
Seville,  Ohio. 

■ 

Raymond  W.  Austin,  of  Lorain,  was  born 
in  Cowlesville,  Wyoming,  county.  New  York, 
March  4,  1872.  He  is  a  son  of  Ira  and  Ade- 
line (Bachelder)  Austin,  the  former  a  native 
of  Wyoming  county.  New  York,  and  the  latter 
of  Genesee  county,  same  state.  The  father  of 
Ira  Austin,  John  Austin,  was  also  born  in  New 
York,  and  the  father  of  his  wife,  Hilliard 
Bachelder,  was  a  native  of  Vermont.  The 
Austin  family  originally  came  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  Ira  Austin  and  his  wife  were  mar- 
ried in  New  York ;  he  died  in  1895,  ^"  Cowles- 
ville, at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and 
his  widow  now  resides  at  Cowlesville,  New 
York. 
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RaynK>nd  Wright  Austin  was  reareii  in 
Cowles\-ille,  and  there  received  a  common 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen 
he  moved  to  Lx)rain  and  began  work  for 
Dreckenridge  &  Ely,  general  merchants,  and 
he  and  Mr.  Charies  M.  Irish  purchased  the 
business  when  the  steel  plant  was  built,  in 
1895.  They  established  a  branch  on  Peari 
street  in  South  Lorain,  and  thev  conducted  the 
two  stores  four  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  dissolved  partnership,  as  Mr.  Irish 
then  became  coimty  treasurer.  Mr.  Austin  has 
successfully  conducted  the  South  Lorain  store 
since:  in  1905  the  business  was  incorporated 
into  The  Austin- Wright  Grocery*  Company, 
and  January*  3  of  that  year  Mr.  .Austin  and 
Herbert  G.  Crisp  established  a  wholesale  and 
retail  cigar  and  tobacco  establishment  on  Pearl 
street,  at  the  car  line,  which  was  incorporated 
in  1909  as  The  .Austin  Cigar  Company,  of 
which  Mr.  Austin  became  president  and  treas- 
urer. 

r>esides  his  mercantile  interests,  Mr.  .\ustin 
is  a  director  in  the  City  Bank  of  South  Lo- 
rain, and  is  a  director  in  the  Penfield  -\ venue 
Savings  Hank  of  Lorain.  Fraternally  he  is  a 
thirty-second  degree  member  of  the  .\ncient 
I'rce  and  .\ccepted  Masons,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  I»oard  of  Commerce.  Politically 
Mr.  .Austin  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  a  prominent  citizen  and  a  keen, 
successful  business  man.  and  has  a  wide  circle 
of  friends. 

.Mr.  .Austin  married  Josephine  L..  daughter 
i*i  (jcorge  Raymond,  who  was  boni  in  Cleve- 
land, Ohio. 

.\ewt()-\  X.  Reese. — .\n  old  Union  soldier, 
a  prominent  farmer  and  a  public  spirited  citi- 
zen of  Sharon  township,  Xewton  X.  Reese  was 
bfjrn  in  Sharon,  Medina  countv,  on  the  2nd  of 
April.  1845.  His  parents  were  Jacob  X.  and 
Jane  .^.  (  Phelps)  Reese,  the  father  being  born 
in  Montgomery  county,  Xew  York,  January 
^j.  iHi4.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
AL'  h<,»la^  K'rese.  of  the  latter  county,  and  .\nna 
'  \''i)U];f!iUi )  Reese,  who  was  of  a  good  Xew 
Jjij^Uin<J  family.  The  grandfather  was  a 
fitffitr  '4u4  in  1834  moved  from  Montgomery 
<.vur.\.  Vy  Middlebury,  Summit  coimty,  Ohio, 
v\K^;^  jx*-  >|>^'iit  the  remainder  of  his  life  of 
v<-\r-*;« ,  ji\'i'  v#-ars.  His  widow  died  in  Octo- 
tjf '  i'^^/j,  Slaving  reached  her  eighty-second 
■.'^isf  y^fffh  kee>e  has  also  always  followed 
ikjr'iiity^  f/iirnuits,  removing  to  Medina  county 


in  the  spring  of  1837.  On  December  31,  1835, 
he  had  married  Miss  Jane  S.  Phelps,  daughter 
of  William  and  Aurelia  Phelps.  Mrs.  Reese 
was  born  in  \>miont.  May  22,  1815,  her  par- 
ents coming  to  Ohio  from  \'ermont  in  1819, 
and  to  Wadsworth  township,  Medina  county, 
in  1836.  By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Jacob  X.  Reese  the  folk* wing  twelve  children 
were  bom :  Aurelia  A.,  William  J.,  EUzabeth 
J.,  Xewton  X.,  Lucia  \'.,  John  B.,  Jacob  L„ 
Clara  J.,  J.  C.  Freemont,  Frederick  S.  and 
Frank  S.  (t^^-ins),  and  Gertrude  J.  John  died 
February  14,  1854;  Frederick  died  October  28, 
i860,  and  J.  C.  Freemont,  April  20,  1875.  All 
the  children  married  and  the  two  eldest  sons 
served  in  the  Civil  war.  The  father  of  this 
large  and  honorable  family  was  not  only  a 
successful  farmer,  but  gave  his  township  most 
useful  service  as  justice  of  the  peace  and 
trustee. 

Xew^ton  X.,  of  this  biography,  obtained  a 
district  school  education,  remaining  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Eighty-sixth  Ohio 
\'olunteer  Infantry,  Colonel  W.  C.  Lemert 
commanding.  He  took  part  in  all  the  marches 
and  battles  the  regiment  was  in,  the  earlier 
part  of  his  military  ser\nce  being  spent  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee.  He  passed  the  winter  of 
i8()3-4  at  Cimiberland  Ciap,  where  he  receiveil 
the  woimd  from  which  he  has  suffered  all  his 
life.  .\  short  time  since  he  consented  to  have 
an  op)eration  performed  and  went  to  St.  Luke's 
hospital,  Cleveland,  where  he  was  operateil  on 
May  1 1,  1909.  He  served  in  the  army  until  his 
discharge.  About  two  years  previously  Mr. 
Reese  belonged  to  the  Wadsworth  Grays. 

In  1864  he  had  married  Miss  Maria  Beck, 
of  River  Styx,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  L.  and 
Elizabeth  (Long.)  Beck,  and  soon  after  his  re- 
turn from  the  front  commenced  farming  in 
Sharon  township,  this  county.  He  has  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  in  that  he  has 
performed  the  duties  of  good  citizenship  by 
devoting  a  portion  of  his  time  to  public  mat- 
ters. .\t  different  times  he  has  served  as  trus- 
tee of  both  Westfield  and  Montville  town- 
ships :  has  taken  a  practical  interest  in  the  con- 
struction of  g(x^d  roads  throughout  the  coun- 
try (having  built  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
macadamized   road    from   Lerov   to   Seville)  ; 

r 

and,  as  the  owner  of  productive  property  in 
town  and  country,  has  the  good  sense  to  do  his 
share  in  maintaining  an  economical  and 
efficient  township  government.  The  old,  try- 
ing and  stirring  days  of  the  Civil  war  are  also 
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periodically  revived  by  his  associations  with 
the  comrades  of  H.  G.  Post  No.  168,  G.  A.  R. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  N.  Reese  have  four 
children,  as  follows :  Mellville  R.,  who  is  now 
a  telegraphic  operator  with  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad;  Minnie,  who  married  T.  C. 
Laughlin;  Janette,  wife  of  Elvin  Thompson, 
of  Millersburg;  and  Maggie,  who  is  Mrs. 
Frank  Standen,  a  resident  of  Chippewa  Lake. 

Daniel  Leatherman,  an  intelligent  and 
prosperous  farmer  and  a  useful  citizen  who 
resided  on  one  of  his  farms  near  Seville,  Me- 
dina county,  was  the  son  of  a  widely  known 
pioneer  who  was  prominently  identified  with 
the  early  wheat  growing  and  saw  mill  industry 
of  that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He 
was  born  on  the  old  Leatherman  homestead  in 
Guilford  township  January  21,  1840,  and  was 
a  son  of  Abraham  and  Hannah  (Landis) 
Leatherman.  His  father  was  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  August,  1808,  and 
his  wife  was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  born 
in  the  year  1810.  In  1832  Abraham  Leather- 
man  went  through  the  forest  by  wagon  from 
Bucks  county  to  Guilford  township,  and  after 
buying  107  acres  of  land  cleared  a  small  space 
and  built  a  log  house  thereon,  consisting  of 
two  rooms  and  a  pantry.  Gradually  the  timber 
growth  was  cleared  from  the  strong  rich  soil, 
the  land  cultivated,  and  a  substantial  dwelling 
and  farm  buildings  erected.  Abraham  Leather- 
man  became  one  of  the  most  prosperous  farm- 
ers and  respected  citizens  of  the  county,  and 
his  place  of  164  acres  not  only  produced  some 
of  the  largest  wheat  crops  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, but  was  well  stocked  with  horses,  sheep 
and  cattle.  In  1843  ^^  ^^^o  built  a  saw  mill 
on  Center  creek,  furnishing  the  timber  for 
many  of  the  buildings  of  his  day  and  vicinity. 
He  operated  this  plant  for  twenty-two  years, 
but  the  water  power  gradually  failed  with  the 
general  clearing  of  the  wooded  land  and  the 
drying  up  of  the  supply,  and  in  1865  the  mill 
was  abandoned  and  fell  into  ruins.  Abraham 
Leatherman  died  September  12,  1871,  his  wife 
having  preceded  him  in  1849.  Nine  children 
were  born  to  them  as  follows:  Jacob,  de- 
ceased ;  Elizabeth,  who  died  in  her  eighteenth 
year ;  Henry,  who  resides  in  Michigan ;  Mary, 
who  died  in  her  fourteenth  year;  Daniel,  of 
this  sketch ;  Hannah  and  Anna,  both  deceased ; 
Susanna,  who  lives  in  Allen  county,  Ohio ;  and 
one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  parents  were 
both  members  of  the  first  Mennonite  church  in 
Guilford  township. 


Daniel  Leatherman  obtained  his  education 
by  attending  the  district  school  of  his  neigh- 
borhood in  the  winter  months  and  remained 
on  his  father's  farm  as  an  industrious  worker 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  fol- 
lowed for  a  number  of  years,  and  was  the 
builder  of  not  a  few  of  the  substantial  resi- 
dences and  farm  structures  of  the  township. 
At  the  death  of  his  father  in  1871  he  inherited 
a  portion  of  the  old  homestead,  to  which  he 
added  eighty  acres.  He  was  also  the  owner  of 
a  farm  of  164  acres  which  he  rented  to  his 
brother-in-law,  J.  B.  Overholt.  He  himself 
was  engaged  in  general  farming  for  many 
years  and  has  added  to  the  family  reputation  as 
a  most  successful  raiser  of  wheat.  He  was 
not  only  a  scientific  farmer,  but  well  read  on 
general  topics  and  was  a  very  intelligent  man 
and  an  influential  citizen.  In  general  politics 
he  was  a  Republican,  but  in  local  matters,  in- 
dependent. Naturally  interested  in  educational 
matters,  he  served  for  many  years  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board.  He  died  December 
21,  1909,  respected  and  honored  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

Mr.  Leatherman  married  Miss  Esther  Zim- 
merman, of  Chamberlain  county,  Pennsylvania, 
second  daughter  of  Martin  and  Anna  (Hess) 
Zimmerman.  The  two  children  of  this  union 
are  Mary,  now  the  wife  of  Edward  G.  Kuhn,  a 
well-to-do  farmer,  and  Emma,  who  married 
Charles  Candler,  who  is  connected  with  the 
faculty  of  Oxford  (Ohio)  College. 

Myron  A.  Stearns  is  the  present  trustee  of 
Ridgeville  township,  his  home  since  1883,  and 
he  is  one  of  the  community's  influential  and 
well  known  agriculturists,  business  men  and 
public  officials.  He  was  born  at  Olmstead  in 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  February  2^,  185 1,  a 
son  of  Elijah  and  Hannah  (Madison)  Stearns, 
who  were  born  respectively  in  the  states  of 
Vermont  and  New  York.  Elijah  Stearns  and 
his  father  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in 
1 8 19,  the  latter  buying  1,000  acres  of  land  in 
Cuyahoga  county  and  then  returning  to  his 
old  Vermont  home,  where  he  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  therefore  never  settled 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  but  he  divided  his 
large  land  holdings  in  Olmstead  township 
among  his  children.  Elijah  Stearns  also  re- 
turned to  Vermont  after  his  trip  to  the  west 
in  1 81 9,  but  a  year  later  came  again  to  Cuya- 
hoga county  and  settled  on  his  land  in  Olm- 
stead township,  both  he  and  his  wife  ending 
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their  days  there  and  becoming  prominent 
among  its  residents. 

Myron  A.  Stearns  remained  on  this  home- 
stead farm  until  1878,  buying  then  a  place  in 
Eaton  township,  Lorain  county,  which  he 
farmed  until  1883,  the  year  in  which  he  came 
to  Ridgeville  township  and  purchased  the 
Joseph  Rollin  farm.  This  estate  has  ever  since 
been  his  home.  Mr.  Steams  secured  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  in  his  younger 
days  he  taught  school  at  Dover  in  Cuyahoga 
county.  Since  his  residence  in  Ridgeville 
township  he  has  been  active  and  prominent  in 
public  affairs,  and  in  1899  was  elected  the 
township  trustee,  serving  four  years  and  in 
1906  was  returned  to  the  office  and  is  its  pres- 
ent incumbent.  He  is  at  the  present  time  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  real  estate  assessor. 
He  has  attained  a  high  place  in  the  fraternal 
order  of  Maccabees,  and  has  been  for  nine 
years  record  keeper  of  Tent  No.  17,  and  has 
also  been  a  representative  to  the  Great  Camp 
since  the  organization  of  that  body.  He  was 
present  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  this 
Great  Camp,  and  he  has  become  one  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Maccabees  order  in 
Lorain  county.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Woodmen  of  the  World  and  of  the  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Mr.  Stearns  married  first  Josephine  Rollin, 
who  was  born  in  Lorain  county,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Rollin.  One  child,  Adeline  M.,  now 
the  wife  of  Arthur  Cheesman  and  residing  in 
Elyria,  was  born  to  them.  He  married  for  his 
second  wife  Mary  Lounsbrough,  born  in 
Elyria,  a  daughter  of  John  Lounsbrough, 
deceased.  A  daughter,  Mildred,  has  been  bom 
of  this  union. 

Edward  A.  Braun,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Lorain,  cashier  of  the  National  Bank  of  Com- 
merce, was  born  in  Lorain  January  7,  1867. 
He  is  a  son  of  John  and  Catherine  Braun, 
both  natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  in  their  youth,  the  mother  in 
1842.  John  Braun  died  when  Edward  was 
but  nine  days  old,  and  when  he  was  about 
fixe  years  of  age  his  mother  married  John 
Stang,  who  died  in  1899.  Mr.  Stang  was  a 
railroad  and  government  contractor.  Mrs. 
Stang  still  lives  in  Lorain,  and  is  now  in  her 
eighty- fourth  year. 

Edward  A.  Braun  was  reared  in  Lorain, 
where  he  attended  public  school;  he  gradu- 
ated from  the  Lorain  high  school  in  June, 
1885.     He  began  his  business  career  as  clerk 


in  the  First  National  Bank  of  Lorain,  begin- 
ning work  Saturday  morning  after  his  gradu- 
ation on  Friday.  He  remained  with  this  bank 
and  its  successor,  the  Citizens  Savings  Bank, 
for  fifteen  years,  during  which  time  he  reached 
the  position  of  cashier.  In  1900  Mr.  Braun 
organized  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce,  of 
which  he  became  cashier,  in  which  position  he 
has  since  continued.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
sinking,  fund  board,  and  was  a  councilman- 
at-large  for  five  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Commerce,  in  which  he  is  a  director, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  old  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. Mr.  Braun  is  a  level-headed,  keen 
man  of  business,  and  his  sound  judgment  in 
aflPairs  of  finance  is  unquestioned.  He  has 
had  valuable  business  experience,  and  his 
methods  are  up-to-date  and  practical. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Braun  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  Order  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  married  Anna  Mackay,  who  was  born  in 
Durham,  Canada,  and  to  them  two  children 
have  been  born,  Helen  Katherine  and  Boynton 
Louis. 

George  P.  Lee  spent  his  life  in  Medina 
county,  and  was  during  many  years  one  of  the 
best  known  agriculturists  of  Guilford  town- 
ship, his  birthplace  on  August  6,  1840.  His 
father,  the  late  Henry  Lee,  was  born  in  JeflFer- 
son  county,  Ohio,  August  30,  181 2,  and  was  a 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Lance)  Lee,  who 
came  to  Wayne  county  in  1821,  where  they 
underwent  the  usual  hardships  and  privations 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  earlv  settlers.  Their  son 
Henry  received  but  little  schooling,  and  the 
experiences  he  obtained  while  helping  develop 
his  father's  farm  fitted  him  for  the  task  of 
clearing  and  developing  his  own,  the  one  on 
which  he  lived  for  so  many  years  in  Medina 
county.  He  bought  this  place  in  1833,  and  in 
1836  he  married  Elenora  Bowen,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  December  8,  18 19,  and 
had  come  to  Wayne  county  in  her  youth.  The 
dense  forest  of  trees  which  covered  his  land 
at  the  time  of  purchase  Mr.  Lee  cleared  away 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  by  a  lifetime  of  in- 
dustry created  a  valuable  and  productive  prop- 
erty, but  for  some  few  years  before  his  death 
he  lived  a  retired  life,  enjoying  the  reward 
that  usually  follows  a  well  spent  and  indus- 
trious manhood.  r>oth  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Baptist  church. 

George  P.  Lee  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  until  his  marriage  in  1864  to  Aldisa,  a 
daughter    of   R.    I>.   and    Caroline     (Miller) 
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Squires,  of  this  township.  This  place  continued 
as  the  home  of  Mr.  Lee  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  and  he  erecteil  thereon  substantial 
and  tasteful  buildings,  and  surrounded  the 
home  with  many  attractions,  .\mong  these  im- 
provements is  found  one  of  the  finest  orchards 
in  Medina  county,  and  other  evidences  of  thrift 
and  industr\-.  When  twenty  years  old  Mr. 
Lee  learned  the  trade  of  a  broom-maker,  and 
he  ever  afterward  followed  that  occupation 
with  favorable  results.  He  was  an  earnest  ad- 
vocate of  the  cause  of  temperance  and  a  valued 
member  of  the  Baptist  church,  which  he  was 
ser\'ing  as  a  trustee  at  the  time  of  his  death 
on  July  4.  1903.  His  political  allegiance  was 
given  to  the  Republican  party. 

The  marriage  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lee 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Judson  { deceased).  Chester  R..  Richard, 
Grace,  Bertie  and  Ernest.  Mr.  Lee  gave  to 
his  children  a  good  and  thorough  education, 
wisely  considering  that  of  more  value  than 
riches.  Since  his  death  Mrs.  Lee  has  resided 
in  the  little  citv  of  Seville,  where  she  owns  a 
pleasant  residence,  and  she  also  has  a  farm 
of  loi  acres  in  Guilford  township.  She  has 
won  and  retained  many  friends  in  this  com- 
munity- during  her  long  and  useful  life,  a  life 
devoted  to  home  and  family  and  to  the  well 
being  of  those  about  her. 

Watson  Hubbard. — Among,  the  men  who 
came  to  Sandusky  during  the  early  years  of 
its  history  and  spent  their  lives  within  its  bor- 
ders and  labored  for  its  upbuilding  and  im- 
provement i-  prominently  numbered  Watson 
Hubbard.  He  was  b<:>m  at  Blooniheld  in  Hart- 
forrl  county.  Connecticut,  in  18 10.  born  to 
Jac:>b  and  Ruth  i  F>n:iwn  )  Hubbard,  who  were 
al-o  from  that  state.  It  was  in  iS^yi  that  Wat- 
?^m  Hubbard  came  to  Sandusky  and  Erie 
county,  where  he  had  extensive  interests  in  the 
lumber  business,  ami  he  also  owned  several 
large  saw  mills  in  Michigan,  but  in  1872  he 
lost  verv-  heavilv  in  that  state  on  account  of 
disastrous  fires.  His  lumber  interests  in  San- 
dusky embraced  both  the  wholesale  and  retail 
trade.  For  several  years  before  his  death  he 
lived  comparatively  retired,  but  was  associated 
with  the  Second  National  Bank  oi  Sandusky 
as  its  vice  president.  He  built  the  first  dock 
ever  erected  on  Lake  Huron,  it  having  been 
fashioned  after  his  own  ideas  and  carried  out 
under  his  supervision.  He  was  a  stanch  and 
true  Democrat,  a  Mason  and  an  attendant  and 
supporter  of  the  Episcopal  church. 


In  Connecticut  in  1846  he  married  Miss 
Georgiana  A.  Holcombe,  also  from  Hartford 
county,  that  state,  bom  to  Daniel  B.  and  Sarah 
(Case)  Holcombe.  from  Connecticut.  Of  the 
three  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hubbard 
the  only  one  now  living  is  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth H.  Butler,  who  resides  in  Sandusky. 

I.XMES  F.  St.xck. — A  well  known  business 
man  of  Lorain,  Lorain  county,  energetic  and 
earnest  of  purpose.  James  F.  Stack  has  for 
many  years  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  best  interests  of  this  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  is  now  rendering  the  city  of  Lo- 
rain appreciated  service  as  a  member  of  its 
board  of  public  ser\-ice  and  as  yard  foreman 
of  the  Lorain  plant  of  the  American  Ship- 
building Company  is  associated  with  one  of  its 
leading  industries.  A  son  of  Patrick  Stack, 
he  was  bom  May  18,  1870,  at  Wickliffe.  near 
Cleveland.  Cuyahc^^  count>\  Ohio,  of  Irish 
ancestry.  Patrick  Stack  came  to  this  country- 
when  young  and  located  in  Ohio,  where  he  sub- 
sequently married  a  fair  Irish  lassie.  Mar>- 
Brennen.  who  had  come  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve w  ith  her  parents.  She  died  in  1876.  and 
he  is  now  living  in  Oeveland.  retired  from 
active  pursuits. 

Spending  his  boyhood  days  in  Jefferson, 
.\shtabula  countv.  lames  F.  Stack  received 
his  early  etlucation  in  the  public  schools.  Going 
to  Pennsylvania  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years, 
he  worked  for  a  truck  gardener  two  years,  the 
following  year  being  employed  in  the  Saxe  and 
Kirkpatrick  Ginger  .\le  Works  in  Clevefand. 
In  i88(;»  Mr.  Stack  entered  the  empk>y  of  the 
Clevolan^.1  shipbuilding  Company,  taking  a 
place  in  the  stock  room.  He  made  rapid  prog- 
ress in  his  lalx^rs.  being  from  time  to  time  pro- 
moted, at  the  end  of  six  years  being  made 
fi^reir.an.  In  1807  he  came  with  the  company 
to  Lorain  as  foreman  of  the  yard  in  this  city, 
anil  when  this  firm  and  the  Gk)be  Shipbuilding 
Company  were  merged  into  the  American 
Shipbuilding  Company  he  continued  his  po- 
sition with  the  new  organization  as  foreman  of 
the  yard.  Thus  Mr.  Stadc  is  now  serving  his 
twenty-third  consecutive  year  with  the  same 
company,  a  record  oi  service  reflecting  great 
credit  and  distinction  on  his  ability,  fidehty  and 
trustworthiness. 

Mr.  Stack  has  long  been  prominent  in  Re- 
publican circles  and  in  the  municipal  affairs  of 
I^orain.  In  1004  he  was  elected  to  represent 
the  Third  ward  in  the  city  council,  and  served 
a  year.     C^n  January    i.   1905,  he  became  a 
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member  of  the  public  service  board,  and  is  still 
serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Commerce,  of  the  Business  Mens* 
Club,  and  for  the  past  nine  years  has  belonged 
to  the  Lorain  fire  department.  Fraternally  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  of  the 
Knights  of  Maccabees. 

Mr.  Stack  married  Ida  Eilbert,  who  was 
born  in  Wyandotte,  Michigan,  a  daughter  of 
the  late  William  Eilbert,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Irene  Elizabeth  and  Roy  William. 

Captain  Thomas  C.  McGee,  who  died  at 
his  home  in  Sandusky  many  years  ago,  will  be 
remembered  by  the  older  residents  of  this  city 
as  a  sailor  and  as  a  well  known  and  honored 
resident  of  Sandusky.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  May  16,  1808,  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Martin)  McGee,  who 
also  had  their  nativity  in  the  Empire  state. 
They  came  to  Sandusky  in  May  of  18 18,  and 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  this 
city,  the  father  dying  in  1834  of  cholera,  and 
the  mother  passed  away  in  the  year  of  1877. 

Captain  McGee  began  sailing  on  the  lakes 
in  about  1832,  receiving  at  that  time  a  contract 
for  furnishing  rocks  for  the  jetties,  and  in  time 
he  became  the  owner  of  three  boats,  two  being 
named  the  Louisa  Judson  and  the  Platina.  He 
continued  as  the  captain  of  those  boats  for  a 
number  of  years,  freighting  between  Detroit 
and  Buffalo,  and  from  i860  to  1864  he  ran  be- 
tween Detroit,  Michigan,  and  Ogdensburg, 
New  York,  under  a  government  contract  to 
furnish  the  light  houses  with  supplies.  For 
a  number  of  years  afterward  he  had  charge 
of  the  custom  house,  and  he  then  retired  from 
his  active  seafaring  life  and  located  on  his 
farm  of  fourteen  acres  on  Hayes  avenue, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  raising  of  fruit 
until  coming  to  Sandusky  in  1882.  He  died 
in  this  city  on  September  30,  1889,  when 
eighty-one  years  of  age.  He  was  one  of  the 
historic  characters  of  this  community,  and 
from  a  diary  which  he  kept  it  is  found  that  he 
visited  Sandusky  as  early  as  1821,  going  then 
into  the  house  once  occupied  by  Buel  and 
Gibbs,  who  had  been  killed  by  the  Indians  in 
about  181 1,  and  he  remained  there  for  three 
years.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  taking  an  active  part  in  its 
local  councils,  and  during  his  eleven  years' 
membership  of  the  board  of  street  commis- 
sioners he  assisted  in  the  laying  out  and  build- 
ing of  many  of  the  thoroughfares  of  Sandusky. 


In  1878  Captain  McGee  married  Miss  Elli- 
nor  Ward,  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Anna 
(Rogers)  Ward,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
the  state  of  New  York.  He  had  previously 
wedded,  in  September,  1832,  Rosemond  Ward, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Rosemond  ( Whitford) 
Ward,  also  from  New  York. 

William  Stolzenburg,  a  leading  general 
contractor  of  Elyria,  was  born  in  Mecklen- 
burg-Schwerin,  Germany,  September  11,  1862. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  country,  and  after  his  confirma- 
tion in  the  Lutheran  church  attended  night 
school  four  times  a  week  for  three  years, 
taking  second  premium  for  scholarship  the 
first  year,  first  premium  the  second  and  also 
received  honors  the  third  year.  Following  this 
he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years  at 
the  trade  of  carpenter,  and  worked  at  it  for 
one  year  in  various  German  cities.  He  immi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1883,  and  lo- 
cated at  Elyria,  Ohio.  For  a  time  he  worked 
at  his  trade,  but  in  1885  began  general  con- 
tracting on  his  own  account,  which  he  has 
since  continued,  increasing  the  size  and  im- 
portance of  his  enterprise  from  year  to  year. 
He  has  erected  some  400  buildings  in  Elyria, 
including  business  blocks  and  houses  and 
some  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  city. 

In  municipal  affairs  and  politics  Mr.  Stol- 
zenburg has  taken  active  interest ;  for  eighteen 
years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  volunteer 
hook  and  ladder  company  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment, and  was  appointed  assistant  chief  of  the 
department,  which  post  he  resigned  in  1907, 
when  he  was  elected  city  councilman-at-large, 
which  office  he  still  fills.  He  belongs  to  the 
Elyria  Builders'  Exchange  and  also  to  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  has  become  a 
prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  the  city. 
For  eighteen  years  he  served  as  trustee  of  St. 
John's  Lutheran  church,  and  is  now  serving  a 
term  of  three  vears  as  head  cashier  of  the 
church. 

Mr.  Stolzenburg.  married,  in  Elyria,  in  1883, 
Augusta  Bobzien,  a  native  of  the  same  state 
in  Germany  as  himself,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  the  following  children :  Albert  M.,  man- 
ager of  the  carpet  department  in  the  Smith 
Arcade  store  in  Elvria,  married  Florence 
Barnhardt,  of  Elyria ;  Christian  C,  a  machin- 
ist in  the  employ  of  Garford  Manufacturing 
Company,  married  Hattie  Peaters,  of  Elyria ; 
William  H.,  a  sharpshooter  in  Company  G. 
Seventh     Regiment     United     States     Regular 
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Army,  at  present  stationed  in  Manila ;  Otto  F., 
a  student  in  Concordia  Seminary,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  preparing  for  the  Lutheran  minis- 
try ;  Anna,  at  home  with  her  parents ;  and  one 
daughter,  Emma,  deceased. 

Herbert  Herb. — Endowed  by  nature  with 
those  habits  of  industry  and  enterprise  that 
we  willingly  concede  to  those  of  German  birth 
and  breeding,  Herbert  Herb,  who  settled  in 
Erie  county  in  pioneer  days,  contributed  his 
full  share  towards  clearing  the  forests  to  make 
room  for  agriculture  and  civilization.  He  was 
bom  in  1800  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  died  in 
Perkins  township,  Erie  county.  In  1842,  with 
his  wife  and  six  children,  he  emigrated  to  this 
country,  settling  in  Erie  county,  Ohio.  Se- 
lecting Perkins  township  as  the  most  desirable 
place  of  residence,  its  advantages  being  con- 
sidered, he  bought  a  tract  of  land  covered  with 
timber  and  immediately  began  its  improve- 
ment, for  the  first  four  years,  not  owning 
horses,  putting  in  his  crops  with  a  hoe,  a  slow 
and  arduous  task.  He  erected  a  log  house  in 
the  wilderness  when  deer,  wolves,  bears  and 
the  other  beasts  of  the  forest  were  plentiful, 
often  terrorizing  the  few  inhabitants  of  the 
little  settlements.  By  dint  of  persevering  labor 
he  cleared  a  farm  and  lived  to  see  the  country 
round  him  settled  up  and  well  improved.  He 
subsequently  replaced  the  original  log  cabin 
with  a  comfortable  frame  house  and  during 
his  active  life  was  engaged  in  general  farming, 
and  fruit  growing,  having  a  finely  bearing 
apple  orchard.  Although  he  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Herb  always 
voted  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  party 
prejudice.  Religiously  he  was  true  to  the 
faith  of  his  ancestors,  belonging  to  the  German 
Catholic  church. 

Mr.  Herb  married  in  Germany,  Celia  An- 
selm,  who  bore  him  seven  children,  all  of  whom 
with  the  exception  of  his  son  Herbert  were 
born  in  the  Fatherland.  Of  these  children  but 
two  are  living,  Mrs.  Amelia  Kancler,  a  widow 
living  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  Herbert. 

Herbert  Herb,  Jr.,  the  youngest  child  of 
his  parents,  was  born  July  7,  1847,  ^^  ^^^ 
parental  homestead,  in  Perkins  township,  and 
after  completing  the  course  of  study  in  the 
district  schools  attended  the  Sandusky  high 
school  a  year.  At  the  death  of  his  father  he 
became  owner  of  the  home  farm,  and  has  since 
been  actively  employed  in  cultivating  the  soil, 
as   a  general   farmer  being  quite   successful. 


He  married,  in  AugUst,  1869,  Catherine 
Krupp,  who  was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  in 
1849,  ^^^  died,  in  1906,  in  Perkins  township. 
Of  the  twelve  children  born  of  their  marriage 
nine  are  now  living. 

Jeremiah  Loehr,  a  well-to-do  farmer  liv- 
ing in  Medina  county,  is  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  in  Northampton  county  on  August 
28,  1849,  ^  son  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Beck) 
Loehr,  both  natives  of  the  same  state  and 
county.  Jacob  Loehr  and  his  wife  moved  to 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  in  185 1,  locating  in  Guil- 
ford township,  near  River  Styx,  where  he 
rented  a  farm.  Later  he  moved  to  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  remained  four  years.  Re- 
turning to  Medina  county  he  located  perma- 
nently in  Guilford  township,  where  he  pur- 
chased 140  acres  of  land.  He  carried  on  gen- 
eral farming,  raising  stock  and  grain.  As  his 
means  permitted  he  erected  a  fine  large  barn 
and  numerous  outbuildings,  and  equipped  his 
farm  with  up-to-date  farm  machinery,  becom- 
ing one  of  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. He  became  an  extensive  breeder 
and  dealer  in  sheep  for  the  eastern  market,  and 
continued  to  take  care  of  his  farm  until  his 
death,  in  1897.  He  was  a  man  of  undoubted 
honesty  and  integrity,  a  public-spirited  and 
useful  citizen.  His  widow  survived  him  and 
died  in  April,  1901.  They  were  the  parents  of 
children  as  follows:  Louis,  Jeremiah,  William 
(deceased  in  1906),  Frank,  Benjamin  and 
Jacob.  Mr.  Loehr  was  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics, for  several  years  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  and  he  belonged  to  the  Lutheran  church. 

Jeremiah  Loehr  was  reared  in  Medina  coun- 
ty and  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  He  was  well  educated,  and  remained 
on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  reached 
his  majority,  and  then  began  farming  on  his 
own  account.  He  bought  the  old  homestead 
from  his  father.  He  is  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful farmers  in  Guilford  township,  and  has 
put  his  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  has  made  all  modern  improvements,  has  his 
farm  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  and  sheep,  and 
is  well  equipped  with  modern,  high-grade  ma- 
chinery. He  is  one  of  the  best  known  citizens 
of  the  county  and  highly  respected.  Mr.  Loehr 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Mennonite 
church.  They  became  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren, Nellie  M.,  wife  of  E.  R.  Kreider,  a  pros- 
perous farmer  of  the  community,  and  Fred, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 
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Abram  H.  Rohrer,  one  of  the  leading;  dairy 
farmers  of  Guilford  township,  Medina  county, 
comes  of  a  family  which  has  had  a  large  share 
in  the  development  of  the  agricultural  arid  live 
stock  industries  of  the  Western  Reserve  for 
nearly  eighty  years.  Mr.  Rohrer  was  born  on 
the  old  Rohrer  homestead,  near  River  Styx, 
Guilford  township,  on  January  4,  1865,  and  is 
a  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Hoover)  Rohrer. 
The  father  was  born  in  Maryland,  but  moved 
to  Medina  county  when  quite  young,  while  the 
mother  moved  from  her  native  Pennsylvania 
to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  in  early  child- 
hood settled  with  her  parents  in  that  part  of 
the  state.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
Abraham  and  Margaret  (Bard)  Rohrer,  the 
former  being  a  native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania.  In  the  fall  of  1830  the  grand- 
father mentioned  moved  with  his  family  to 
Guilford  township,  choosing  for  his  homestead 
120  acres  of  heavily  timbered  land  one  mile  and 
a  half  south  of  River  Styx.  The  tract  was 
first  and  second  bottom,  and  when  cleared 
proved  to  be  the  richest  land  in  the  township. 
In  1846  Mr.  Rohrer  built  his  bank  barn  (forty- 
four  by  eighty-five  feet,  with  basement),  one 
of  the  first  of  the  kind  and  among  the  largest 
m  the  township.  Clearing  his  land,  he  engaged 
both  in  mixed  farming  and  stock  raisings  be- 
sides devoting  much  of  his  time  as  a  circuit 
preacher  of  the  old  Mennonite  church.  As  his 
means  accumulated  he  added  to  his  land  until 
he  owned  152  acres  of  good  land,  with  a  com- 
fortable residence  and  convenient  farm  build- 
ings, improved  machinery  and  sleek  live  stock. 
Grandfather  Rohrer,  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  Guilford  township,  was  a  man  of  great 
piety,  as  well  as  practical  force,  and  lived  to 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1889.  Their  eleven  children  all  reached 
maturity  except  one,  and  include  the  follow- 
ing: Jacob,  Abram,  Margaret,  wife  of  David 
Lehman,  of  Columbiana  county,  Ohio;  Ame- 
lia, single;  and  Susan,  who  married  Alfred 
Lehman,  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio.  David 
Rohrer,  the  father,  was  but  five  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  and 
remained  on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  of 
age,  dividing  his  time  between  his  schooling 
and  agricultural  labors.  After  his  marriage 
to  Mary  Hoover  he  settled  on  the  old  Rohrer 
homestead,  where  he  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising,  making  a  specialty  of 
high-grade  cattle.  The  father  made  a  success- 
ful farmer,  a  methodical  business  man  and  was 
ever  positive  and  conscientious  in  his  convic- 


tions. Both  parents  are  deceased,  the  mother 
dying  in  1886  and  the  father  in  1901. 

Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
David  Rohrer — Henry  H.  and  Abram  H.,  of 
whom  the  latter  was  the  younger.  He  obtained 
a  good  common  school  education,  and  assisted 
upon  the  farm  until  his  father's  death,  when 
he  took  entire  charge  of  the  place.  At  his 
marriage  in  1891  he  continued  on  the  old 
homestead  and,  with  his  brother,  engaged  in 
dairying.  His  herd  now  consists  of  twenty 
fine  Guernseys,  which  are  so  noted  for  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  their  milk.  The  head 
of  the  herd  is  Abbott  Bell  Vernon,  who  is  a 
fine  animal  and  has  a  noted  pedigree.  The 
farm  is  also  well  stocked  with  horses,  and  is 
altogether  one  of  the  best  dairy  and  stock 
farms  in  Guilford  township.  It  is  272  acres 
in  area  and  is  equipped  with  improved  farm 
machinery  and  every  other  accessory  of  an  up- 
to-date  country  place.  In  politics  Mr.  Rohrer 
is  a  Republican  and  was  for  several  years  trus- 
tee of  the  township.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
faithful  members  of  the  Trinity  Reformed 
church  at  Wadsworth.  On  May  20,  1891,  he 
married  Miss  Barbara  Rickert,  of  Montville 
township,  daughter  of  Abram.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Fretz)  Rickert,  both  early  settlers  of  Medina 
county.  The  children  of  this  union  are  Percy 
D.,  Gladys  lone,  David  Lester  and  Harry  Ver- 
non Rohrer. 

Eli  S.  Kulp,  prominent  among,  the  agri- 
culturists of  Guilford  township,  was  born  in 
Sharon  township  of  Medina  county  October 
7,  1847,  ^"d  is  a  representative  of  two  of  the 
pioneer  families  of  the  county.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  N.  and  Fanny  (Kreider)  Kulp,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  his  grandparents  were 
Samuel  and  Lydia  (Naronswonger)  Kulp, 
who  came  to  Medina  county  in  1830  and  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Guilford  township.     His 

maternal  grandparents  were  Daniel  and 

(Myers)  Kreider,  also  among  the  early  resi- 
dents of  this  county.  Jacob  N.  and  Fanny 
(Kreider)  Kulp  were  both  born  in  Bucks 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  coming  with  their 
respective  parents  to  Medina  county  in  their 
early  lives  their  marriage  was  celebrated  here 
and  they  afterward  became  prominent  among 
its  residents.  Following  his  marriage  Jacob  N. 
Kulp  located  on  a  farm  in  Guilford  township 
three  and  a  half  miles  north  of  Seville,  his 
original  purchase  being  seventy-five  acres, 
which  he  afterward  increased  to  197  acres, 
and  he  cleared  his  land,  which  was  originally 
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heavily  timbered,  erected  a  good  dwelling,  barn 
and  outbuildings  and  engaged  actively  in  gen- 
eral farming.  His  farm  was  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  model  ones  of  Guilford  township, 
and  the  took  considerable  interest  in  the 
raising  of  high-grade  stock,  and  also  bought 
and  fed  horses  and  cattle  for  the  market.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  this  valuable  estate  until 
his  death  in  1888,  when  he  had  passed  the 
seventy-eighth  milestone  on  the  journey  of 
life,  and  his  wife  still  survives  him  and  has 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  She 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  and  they 
are:  Alfred  B.,  now  deceased:  Eli  S.,  Daniel, 
Mary  and  Lydia  Ann,  all  three  deceased: 
Lizzie,  who  married  J.  E.  Manson  and  re- 
sides in  Michigan :  Jonas  C,  in  Denver,  Colo- 
rado; Fanny,  who  married  R.  O.  Kindig,  also 
of  Denver;  and  Jacob,  a  resident  of  Oberlin, 
Kansas. 

Eli  S.  Kulp  received  his  educational  training 
in  the  district  schools  of  Guilford  township, 
and  remaining  on  his  father's  homestead  until 
he  had  attained  his  twenty-first  vear  he  then 
worked  at  farm  labor  for  others  at  twenty-one 
dollars  a  month.  He  married  in  his  twenty- 
second  year  and  settled  on  the  old  Kulp  home- 
stead in  Guilford  township,  purchasing  the  in- 
terest of  the  other  heirs  therein  and  thus  be- 
came the  sole  owner  of  197  acres  of  as  valuable 
and  highly  improved  land  as  lies  in  Medina 
county.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  six  years,  as  a  trustee  of  the 
township  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1886 
was  elected  a  county  commissioner. 

Mrs.  Kulp  was  before  marriage  Miss  Lo- 
rinda  Rodenberger,  from  Montville  township, 
Medina  county,  a  dau^.htcr  of  Solomon  and 
Lydia  (Bechtell)  Rodenberger,  i)rominent 
early  residents  of  Wadsworth  township  in  this 
county.  Roth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kulp  are  mem- 
bers of  the  First  Lutheran  church  at  Acme. 

Juusox  X.  Stonk. — Prominent  and  popular 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  is  Judson  X.  Stone,  who,  as  postmaster 
of  this  city,  is  performing  the  duties  devolving 
upon  him  in  this  capacity  with  rare  fidelity  and 
efficiency.  A  son  of  Frank  Stone,  he  was  born 
April  18,  1862,  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain 
county,  of  old  Xew  England  ancestry.  Mis 
grandfather,  Reuben  Stone,  a  native  of  \'er- 
mont,  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  pioneer 
davs,  locating  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain 
county,  where  he  cleared  a  homestead  from  the 


forest.  He  was  proprietor  of  a  saw  mill,  and 
was  a  leading  farmer  and  miller  of  his  com- 
munity. He  spent  his  last  years  in  Oberlin, 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pilgrim  Society  at  Springfield,  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Frank  Stone  was  born  on  the  home  farm  in 
Pittsfield  township  soon  after  his  parents'  ar- 
rival in  Lorain  county.  He  lived  there  until 
1866,  when  he  removed  to  Iowa,  where  he  re- 
mained three  years.  Coming  back  to  Lorain 
county  in  1869,  he  located  in  Oberlin,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  was  agent  for  the  United 
States  Express  Company,  and  also  owned  and 
operated  a  carriage  and  transfer  line.  In  the 
spring  of  1881  he  was  elected  marshal  of  Ober- 
lin, and  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties  was  shot,  receiving  wounds  which 
caused  his  death  a  month  later.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Huldah  Xorton,  died 
in  1893,  ag^^  fifty-three  years.  Her  father, 
L'rial  Xorton,  a  pioneer  of  Pittsfield  township, 
Lorain  county,  was  born  January  26.  181 5,  in 
Xorfolk,  Connecticut,  and  is  now  living  on 
the  homestead  at  that  place  which  has  been  his 
home  since  early  life. 

Judson  X.  Stone  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Oberlin,  and  upon  the  death  of  his 
father  succeeded  him  as  agent  for  the  United 
States  Express  Company  at  Oberlin.  Resign- 
ing the  position  in  July,  1889,  he  removed  to 
Saint  Joseph,  Missouri,  where  he  resided  until 
the  spring  of  1891.  Returning  then  to  Ohio, 
he  settled  in  Cleveland  and  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Xational  \'apor  Stone  Company,  and 
for  it  went  to  Lorain  to  look  after  the  erection 
of  a  new  plant  in  that  locality.  The  company 
subsequently  failed,  and  Mr.  Stone,  after  its 
assignment,  was  a])pointed  one  of  the  apprais- 
ers of  its  property.  In  1893  ^^'*-  Stone  returned 
to  Oberlin,  and  after  serynig  for  a  short  time 
as  agent  of  the  L'nited  States  Express  Com- 
l)any  at  Piqiia,  Ohio,  was  transferred  to  the 
company's  office  in  Oberlin,  and  retained  the 
position  of. agent  here  until  his  appointment, 
in  June,  1905,  as  postmaster,  the  office  which 
he  is  now  so  ably  and  successfully  filling. 

1^'or  many  years  Mr.  Stone  has  been  very 
active  and  ])roniinent  in  Republican  politics, 
both  in  Oberlin  and  throughout  Lorain  county, 
promoting  the  interests  of  the  party  and  of 
city,  town  and  county  as  far  as  possible.  He 
is  connected  with  various  org^anizations,  being 
a  trustee  and  the  clerk  of  the  Oberlin  Ceme- 
tery Association  :  the  secretary  of  the  Oberlin 
Board  of  Commerce  and  a  member  of  its  ex- 
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€cutive  committee,  and  a  director  of  the  State 
Savings  Bank  of  Oberlin.  Fraternally  he  is 
an  influential  member  of  the  Roval  Arcanum, 
and  for  the  past  fifteen  years  has  been  an  offi- 
cer of  the  local  council,  while  at  the  present 
time  he  is  grand  guide  of  the  Council  of  Ohio. 
Mr.  Stone  married  Ida  Probert,  who  was 
born  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county,  a 
daughter  of  John  Probert,  and  to  them  six 
children  were  born,  namely :  Ida  Floreda,  who 
was  graduated  from  Oberlin  College  and  the 
teachers'  course  in  physical  training,  with  the 
class  of  1908,  is  now  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Oberlin.  Frank  Probert,  who  suc- 
ceeded his  father  as  agent  of  the  United  States 
Express  Company,  and  was  also  at  one  time 
agent  for  the  American  Express  Company, 
was  at  the  time  of  his  death,  October  30,  1909, 
a  junior  in  Oberlin  College.  Earl  Judson  and 
Ethel  Huldah  died  at  the  ages  of  three  and 
one  years  respectively.  Charles  W.  and  Rob- 
ert J.  are  now  attending  the  public  schools. 

William  Reich,  one  of  the  best  known  resi- 
dents and  agriculturists  of  Guilford  township, 
was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, September  30,  1842,  a  son  of  Abraham 
and  Catherine  (^liller)  Reich.  In  1847  the 
family  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  ^Iedina 
county,  Ohio,  the  son  William  being  then  about 
four  years  old,  and  stopping  in  Guilford  town- 
ship of  Medina  county  the  senior  Mr.  Reich 
rented  land  for  seven  years.  He  then  bought 
a  farm  of  106  acres  two  and  a  half  miles  north- 
east of  Seville,  which  he  cleared  and  erected 
thereon  a  good  dwelling,  a  bank  barn  and  out- 
buildings and  eng^aged  in  general  farming.  He 
also  dealt  in  stock,  and  he  became  widely 
known  throughout  this  community  and  was 
highly  honored  for  his  splendid  integrity  of 
character.  He  continued  to  reside  on  his  val- 
uable estate  in  Guilford  township  until  his 
death  in  1889,  his  wife  having  passed  away 
there  in  1874,  and  their  family  numbered  four 
children,  three  daughters.  Margaret,  deceased ; 
Hannah,  who  married  William  Derhemmer ; 
and  Sabina,  who  married  A.  P.  Rodgers,  of 
Montville  township. 

William  Reich,  the  only  son  in  the  above 
family,  attended  first  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  township,  and  he  remained  on  his 
father's  farm  until  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twentv-one.  After  the  death  of  his  father  he 
took  charge  of  the  farm,  and  purchasing  his 
sisters'  interests  therein  became  sole  owner  of 
106  acres,  which  is  now  under  a  high  state  of 


cultivation,  well  stocked  with  horses,  cattle  and 
hogs  and  all  necessary  machinery  to  operate 
the  land  successfully.  Mr.  Reich  married  in 
1877  Miss  Mary  Wolf,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Sally  (Koppes)  Wolf,  who  were  among  the 
early  settlers  of  Medina  county.  To  this  mar- 
riage union  the  following  named  children  have 
been  born :  Fred  C,  a  resident  of  Seville ;  Mar- 
tin A.,  deceased ;  John  F.,  deceased ;  George 
E.,  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Medina  county ; 
Mamie  E.,  at  home  with  her  parents;  and 
William  L.,  at  home.  Mr.  Reich  served  during 
a  number  of  vears  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  as  a  supervisor  of  Guilford  town- 
ship. Both  he  and  his  family  are  acceptable 
members  of  the  Acme  Lutheran  church. 

U.  Grant  High,  a  prosperous  farmer  and  a 
good  citizen  of  Westfield  township,  Medina 
county,  was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead 
which  his  grandfather  established  more  than 
half  a  century  ago  on  January  14,  1864.  He 
is  a  son  of  Reuben  and  Elizabeth  (Shaw) 
High,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
mother  of  Jefl^erson  county,  Ohio — the  father 
born  in  1827  and  the  mother  in  the  following 
year.  When  nine  years  of  age  Reuben  was 
brought  by  his  parents  (Jacob  and  Elizabeth) 
to  Guilford  township.  Sledina  county ;  but 
after  a  time  the  family  moved  to  Westfield 
township,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm, 
cleared  it,  erected  good  buildings  and  remained 
on  this  homestead  until  his  death.  In  1847 
Reuben  High  married  Miss  Shaw  and  soon 
afterward  the  young  couple  settled  in  West- 
field  township,  where  the  husband  engaged  in 
general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  owned 
203  acres  of  choice  land,  erected  convenient 
buildings  for  his  crops  and  animals,  and  con- 
ducted his  farm  and  managed  his  homestead 
with  good  judgment  and  thoughtfulness  until 
his  death  in  February,  1906.  His  wife  Eliza- 
beth, who  shared  in  all  the  honors  of  home- 
building,  died  September  9,  1909,  in  her  eighty- 
first  year,  mother  of  these  ten  children :  Cath- 
erine. Rose,  Malinda  (deceased),  Alvoretta, 
Belle  (deceased),  Rebecca,  Lydia,  George  T., 
Reuben  C.  and  U.  Grant. 

The  last  named  and  the  second  son  of  the 
family  received  his  education  at  the  winter  ses- 
sions  of  district  school,  spending  his  summers 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  After  his  marriage  in  1892  he  rented 
a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  and  engaged  in 
mixed  farming  and  the  raising  of  horses,  cattle, 
hogs  and  sheep.    In  these  ventures  he  has  met 
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with  the  success  which  is  an  outgrowth  of  in- 
dustry, practical  knowledge  and  sound  busi- 
ness judgment.  As  an  intelligent  and  con- 
scientious citizen  he  has  also  applied  himself 
to  the  advancement  of  township  education. 
Mr.  High's  wife  before  marriage  was  Miss 
Margaret  Murray,  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Chambers)  Murray,  old  residents  of 
Guilford  township.  She  has  borne  him  a 
daughter,  Florence,  who  is  a  student  in  the 
Leroy  high  school.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  High 
are  active  members  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Seville. 

George  Kuder,  who  is  living  in  retirement 
on  his  fine  farm  of  170  acres  near  Chippewa 
Lake,  Medina  county,  has  been  a  resident  of 
the  county  named  for  nearly  seventy-four 
years  or  since  his  fourteenth  year.  During  the 
bulk  of  that  long  period  he  has  been  a  hard 
worker,  an  active  manager,  and  always  eco- 
nomical, thoughtful  and  able ;  so  that  the  com- 
fort and  rest  of  his  years  as  a  veteran  agri- 
culturist and  citizen  are  pronounced  by  all  the 
just  fruits  of  a  faithful  husbandry.  Mr.  Kuder 
is  a  native  of  Columbiana  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  April  21,  1822,  and  he  is  of  an  old 
and  respectable  German  family,  whose  original 
American  immigrant  need  be  traced  no  further 
back  than  to  the  paternal  grandfather,  George 
Kuder.  When  he  came  to  Pennsylvania  in  his 
youth  that  section  of  the  country  was  mostly  a 
wilderness;  but  there  he  settled,  flourished, 
married  and  multiplied,  becoming  the  father  of 
sixteen  children.  One  of  his  sons,  Adam 
Kuder,  married  Miss  Esther  Pealer,  and  to 
him,  in  turn,  were  born  twelve  children,  of 
whom  are  mentioned  the  following:  Susanna, 
who  became  Mrs.  George  Traver,  and  is  de- 
ceased ;  Sylvester,  who  died  in  Iowa ;  Eli,  who 
lived  in  St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan,  but  is 
now  deceased ;  Barbara,  Mrs.  Theodore  Buch- 
ner,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  deceased;  Adam,  de- 
ceased; Sarah,  Mrs.  Frank  Mack,  of  Cleve- 
land ;  and  George,  of  this  sketch. 

In  the  early  part  of  1835  George  Kuder  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve 
and  commenced  his  new  life  on  the  family  farm 
of  100  acres  situated  in  Sharon  township.  The 
purchase  price  for  the  property  was  eight  hun- 
dred dollars,  which  seemed  a  large  price  at  the 
time.  It  was  here  that  young  Kuder  received 
his  first  hard  training  in  farming  matters  and 
was  fitted  to  continue  his  calling  toward  inde- 
pendence. The  first  three  years  of  his  career 
as  an  independent  farmer  comprised  a  series  of 


continuous  struggles  to  keep  himself  afloat; 
then  he  commenced  to  make  headway  against 
the  strong  current,  rented  land  and  finally  pur- 
chased about  ninety  acres  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  Westfield  township.  By  diligent  and 
wise  management  and  persistent  labor,  assisted 
by  his  affectionate  and  thrifty  wife,  the  thirty 
years  of  his  residence  in  the  township  brought 
him  a  competency  and  an  honorable  standing. 
In  size  his  present  homestead  is  nearly  double 
that  of  the  original,  and  in  appearance  is  at- 
tractive and  modern. 

Mr.  Kuder  has  been  twice  married,  but  his 
first  wife  (nee  Matilda  Woolford),  who  was  a 
native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  died  only  eleven 
months  after  marriage,  without  issue.  On 
March  22,  1849,  ^^  ^'*^s  wedded  to  Miss  Sarah 
J.  Frank.  She  was  born  in  Canaan  township, 
Wayne  county,  January  7,  1828,  and  was  of  a 
family  of  seven  brothers  and  two  sisters,  of 
whom  eight  reached  maturity.  She  was  the 
eldest  of  the  family,  the  survivors  being  Daniel, 
a  resident  of  Wayne,  Ohio ;  Mary  E.,  who  be- 
came Mrs.  Daniel  Collier  and  lives  in  Summit 
county ;  Isaiah,  of  Wadsworth ;  Henry  A.,  also 
of  Summit;  and  Hughs,  living  in  Sharon 
township.  Mrs.  Kuder*s  parents  were  Peter 
and  Nancy  (Ball)  Frank,  her  father  having 
been  born  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, June  23,  1789,  and  her  mother,  who 
was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Maryland,  came 
to  that  state  when  quite  young.  The  father 
journeyed  from  Pennsylvania  afoot,  located  in 
Wayne  county,  entered  land  from  the  govern- 
ment and  cleared  up  a  farm  in  the  woods.  The 
family  spent  the  hard  but  healthful  life  of  the 
real  pioneer  times,  the  oldest  child,  Sarah, 
being  provided  with  a  cradle  when  the  sap- 
trough  was  not  being  put  to  its  legitimate 
uses.  The  mother  died  March  23,  1864,  and 
the  father  February  8,  1872.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Kuder,  but 
two  are  living — Ada  L.  and  Marcia  May,  and 
Mrs.  Kuder  died  about  twenty-two  years  ago. 
Mr.  Kuder  is  among  the  oldest  and  most  hon- 
ored members  of  the  local  Presbyterian  church. 

Mason  B.  Tilden. — This  name  rejfresents 
one  of  the  earliest  families  to  settle  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  Mason  B.  Tilden,  who  was 
born  October  20,  1819,  in  Hiram,  Portage 
county,  being  of  the  fourth  generation  of  Til- 
dens  to  live  in  that  place.  He  is,  without  doubt, 
the  oldest  native-born  citizen  of  this  part  of 
the  state,  and  is  familiar  with  its  early  history 
and  with  everything  relating  to  the  primitive. 
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toilsome  and  sometimes  stirring  and  perilous 
life  of  the  pioneers.  The  Tildens  are  of  Eng- 
lish origin,  and  the  family  was  first  represented 
on  American  soil  by  two  brothers  of  that  name 
who  came  over  here,  it  is  said,  on  the  May- 
flower. Daniel  Tilden,  the  gxeat-grand father 
of  Mason  B.,  served  as  a  colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war.  He  subsequently  came  to  Por- 
tage county,  and  spent  his  closing  years  of  life 
in  Hiram.  About  1826  his  son.  Mason  Tilden, 
the  next  in  line  of  descent,  bought  land  in 
Hiram,  and  was  here  employed  in  tilling  the 
soil  until  his  death. 

John  M.  Tilden,  father  of  Mason  B.,  was 
born,  reared  and  married  in  the  state  of  New 
York.  In  the  early  part  of  1819  he  came  with 
his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve,  took  up  a 
tract  of  wild  land  in  Hiram,  and  by  dint  of 
strenuous  labor  redeemed  a  farm  from  the 
dense  wilderness.  In  183 1  he  removed  to  Gar- 
rettsville.  Portage  county,  and  was  there  a 
resident  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  four 
score  years.  He  was  four  times  married*  He 
married  first  Polly  Pannell,  who  was  born  in 
New  York,  a  daughter  of  Abram  Pannell,  who 
spent  his  last  years  in  that  state.  She  died  at 
the  age  of  forty  years.  He  married  second 
Mrs.  Laura  Burrows,  a  widow,  and  after  her 
death  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Ann  Petrie,  also  a 
widow.  He  married  for  his  fourth  wife  an- 
other widow,  a  Mrs.  Nicholson.  By  his  first 
marriage  he  had  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Abram  P.,  of  Char- 
don,  Geauga  county ;  Mason  B.,  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Mary  Ann,  widow  of 
William  A.  Stow,  resides  in  Adrian,  Michigan ; 
and  Elizabeth  Jane,  widow  of  Edwin  Hull,  is 
a  resident  of  Garrettsville,  Portage  county.  By 
his  second  marriage  he  had  one  child,  Mar- 
celus  C. 

Coming  with  his  parents  to  Garrettsville 
when  nine  years  old,  Mason  B.  Tilden  ob- 
tained his  early  education  in  the  typical  log 
school  house  of  pioneer  days.  When  twenty 
years  of  age  he  went  to  Kinsman,  Trumbull 
county,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  subsequently  followed  it  for  two 
years.  Returning,  then  to  Garrettsville,  he 
opened  a  smithy,  which  he  conducted  success- 
fully until  1862.  He  then  turned  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  during  the  Civil 
war  dealt  extensively  in  horses,  buying  those 
suitable  for  use  in  the  army  and  selling  them 
to  the  government.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Tilden  bought  a  farm  in  Hiram,  and  for 
thirty-five  years  was  actively  engaged  in  tilling 
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the  soil,  an  occupation  in  which  he  was  pros- 
perous. Having  by  wise  management  and 
thrift  acquired  a  fair  share  of  this  world's 
goods  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Garrettsville, 
where  he  is  now  living  in  retirement,  enjoying 
a  well-earned  leisure. 

On  March  17,  1841,  Mr.  Tilden  married 
Cordelia  Allen.  She  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  came  with  her  parents,  Phineas  and 
Sarah  M.  (Porter)  Allen,  in  1827,  to  Portage 
county,  when  she  was  four  years  old.  Three 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tilden, 
namely:  Frank,  living  in  Chicago,  Illinois; 
Ralph,  deceased;  and  Louisa,  widow  of  the 
late  Horace  F.  Hatch.  Since  the  organization 
of  the  Republican  party  Mr.  Tilden  has  been 
one  of  the  most  earnest  supporters  of  its  prin- 
ciples. He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  in 
1840  for  the  Democratic  candidate,  Martin 
Van  Buren,  and  has  voted  at  every  presidential 
election  since  that  time,  having  the  .distinction 
of  casting  eighteen  votes  for  presidential  can- 
didates. He  has  never  sought  public  office,  but 
has  served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

Andrew  Johnson. — Prominent  among  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  men  who  were 
more  actively  identified  with  promoting  the 
agricultural  prosperity  of  Lorain  county  was 
Andrew  Johnson,  late  of  Elyria  township, 
where  he  spent  his  entire  life.  He  was  born 
January  23,  1843,  i"  Elyria  township,  and  died 
on  the  farm  where  his  birth  occurred  May  31, 
1882. 

His  father,  Leonard  Johnson,  was  bom 
March  17,  1798,  and  came  as  a  pioneer  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Elyria  township,  where  he 
reclaimed  a  farm  from  its  primeval  wildness, 
and  was  diligently  engaged  in  its  management 
until  his  death,  April  10,  1873.  He  married 
Chloe  Cutler,  who  was  born  June  13,  1809, 
and  died  September  i,  1853.  Ten  children 
were  born  to  them,  not  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  as  follows:  Edwin,  born  November  24, 
1826;  Clarissa,  born  March  18,  1828;  Stephen, 
born  November  14,  1829;  Julia,  born  April  22^ 
1831  ;  Martin,  born  April  18,  1833,  and  who 
died  in  infancy;  Martin  (2),  born  February 
22,  1835;  Mary,  born  December  23,  1836; 
Henry,  born  December  29,  1838;  Alonzo,  born 
February  26,  1841  ;  Andrew,  the  special  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch;  and  John,  born  April  17, 

1845. 
Succeeding  to  the  ownership  of  the  parental 

homestead,  Andrew  Johnson  was  engaged  in 

the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  during 
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his  entire  life,  carrying  on  general  farming 
with  marked  success,  his  skill,  ability  and  judg- 
ment bringing  exceptionally  good  results.  He 
was  a  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  in  1864 
offered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlisting 
for  100  days  in  Company  B,  Thirty-seventh 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  while  in  the 
army  contracted  an  illness  from  which  he  never 
recovered.  Especially  interested  in  education, 
he  rendered  excellent  service  as  school  di- 
rector. He  belonged  to  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic,  taking  the  oath  of  membership 
on  his  death  bed.  Mrs.  Johnson  conducted 
the  farm  for  more  than  fifteen  years  after  the 
death  of  her  husband,  erecting  the  present 
house  the  year  following  Mr.  Johnson's  de- 
mise. 

On  May  11,  1865,  ^^^-  Johnson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Eliza  P.  Root,  who  was  born 
November  13,  1841,  in  Dover,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Vesta  (Bassett)  Root.  Four  children  blessed 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson,  namely: 
Alonzo  L.,  born  November  21,  1866,  died 
March  26,  1868;  Vesta  Mary,  born  April  15, 
1869,  married  Harvey  L.  Hecock,  a  farmer  of 
Sheffield  township,  Lorain  county,  and  they 
have  two  children,  Richard  and  Ralph ;  Stella, 
born  April  24,  1871,  married  Harry  L.  How- 
ard, and  they  live  with  Mrs.  Johnson  on  the 
home  farm,  and  they  have  two  children,  H. 
Linley  and  W.  Vincent;  and  Andrew,  born 
July  13,  1874,  is  engaged  in  business  in  Pitts- 
field,  Massachusetts.  He  married  Carrie  Real, 
of  Elyria  township,  and  they  have  had  f\\Q 
children — Naomi,  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy ; 
Vera,  another  son,  who  died  in  infancy ;  and 
Carolyn  E. 

George  Burr,  who  has  been  engaged  in  ag- 
riculture, dairying  and  horticulture  in  Medina 
county  since  his  boyhood,  is  now  engaged  in 
farming,  fruit  growing  and  gardening  on  his 
forty-seven-acre  place,  a  part  of  the  old  home- 
stead which  was  founded  about  181 1  by  his 
father.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  growing 
peaches  and  apples,  his  product  of  the  former 
fruit  being  as  fine  as  any  raised  in  that  section 
of  Ohio.  Mr.  Burr  is  an  active  and  a  leading 
member  of  the  Medina  Agxicultural  Society 
and  has  always  been  a  strong  factor  in  the 
progress  of  the  agricultural  and  horticultural 
interests  of  the  county.  He  has  also  enjoyed 
public  honors,  especially  in  connection  with 
educational  matters,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  for  some  time  and  also 


president  of  that  body.  In  politics  he  is  an  in- 
dependent Republican.  To  add  to  his  assured 
standing  in  the  community,  he  has  served  as 
trustee  and  treasurer  of  the  First  Congre- 
gational church  of  Lodi  and  has  long  been  a 
leader  in  the  religious  work  and  the  charities 
of  the  place. 

Mr.  Burr  was  born  in  Harrisville  township, 
Medina  county,  on  January  5,  1850,  and  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Celinda  (Fitts)  Burr,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Litchfield,  Connecti- 
cut, born  in  1788,  and  the  mother,  the  second 
wife  of  George  Burr,  was  born  a  number 
of  years  later  in  Harrisville  township,  this 
county.  The  later  was  the  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Fitts,  a  pioneer  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. The  paternal  grandfather,  Russell  Burr, 
was  also  a  native  of  Connecticut.  George 
Burr,  the  father,  became  a  resident  of  Medina 
county  in  181 1,  having  received  some  hun- 
dreds of  acres  of  land  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut through  Russell  Burr,  his  father,  who 
obtained  the  land  as  part  payment  for  public 
road  work  for  the  state  of  Connecticut.  His 
land  was  mostly  covered  with  timber,  and  after 
he  had  cleared  a  space  for  a  log  house  and 
built  a  crude  residence  he  returned  to  Con- 
necticut and  brought  his  first  wife,  Mahetable 
Hannah  Burr,  to  their  new  home.  As  he  grad- 
ually cleared  away  the  forest  and  uprooted  the 
stubborn  stumps,  he  prepared  the  virgin  soil 
for  crops  or  turned  his  increasing  live  stock 
upon  the  land.  As  game  was  plentiful  and  to 
be  obtained  for  the  shooting,  and  flour  de- 
cidedlv  scarce  and  dear,  the  Burr  familv  and 
its  pioneer  neighbors  depended  much  on  the 
forest  for  their  meat.  The  head  of  the  family 
also  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  for  many 
years  and  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese,  as  in 
all  else  which  he  undertook,  he  earned  a  high 
local  reputation.  George  Burr  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  civil  government  in  the  town- 
ship of  Harrisville  in  the  spring  of  1817.  On 
the  5th  of  October  following  he  and  his  wife 
with  ten  others  formed  the  Congxegational 
church  of  Lodi,  which  was  the  first  Christian 
church  organized  in  Medina  county.  He 
served  the  church  as  one  of  its  deacons  for  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  death  in  1872  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  George 
Burr  was  also  connected  with  his  brother,  Tim- 
othy Burr,  in  the  running  and  management  of 
the  underground  railway  in  anti-bellum  days. 
Mahetable  Burr,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Litch- 
field county,  Connecticut,  May  27,  1790,  and 
died  September  2,  1843,  leaving  four  daugh- 
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ters,  Emiline,  Louisa,  Almira  and  Adeline. 
George  Burr's  second  wife,  Celinda,  a  most 
esimable  woman,  died  on  April  19,  1883, 
mother  of  three  children — George  Burr,  of  this 
sketch ;  Bertha,  who  married  Winthrop  Nettle- 
ton,  as  her  first  husband  and  Rev.  L.  J.  Donald- 
son, of  Medina,  as  her  second ;  and  Chester  H. 
Burr,  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Chatham  town- 
ship. 

Mr.  Burr  of  this  sketch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  school  of  Harrisville 
township  not  far  from  the  family  homestead 
and  in  the  high  school  at  Lodi.  He  then  pur- 
sued a  course  of  two  years  in  Oberlin  College, 
returned  to  the  farm  and  in  1872  married  Miss 
Mary  I.  Fitts,  of  Oxford,  New  York,  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Almedia  (Beardsly)  Fitts.  Mrs. 
Burr  was  a  teacher  previous  to  her  marriage. 
Afterward  the  young  couple  commenced 
housekeeping  on  a  tract  of  eighty-two  acres 
comprised  in  the  original  site  of  the  old  home- 
stead. There  Mr.  Burr  engaged  in  farming 
and  dairying  until  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road 
proposed  its  right-of-way  through  his  place, 
when  he  sold  a  part  of  his  property  to  the  rail- 
way company  and  in  1906  built  all  new  build- 
ings across  the  road,  which  he  now  occupies. 
He  has  made  other  improvements  in  keeping 
with  his  present  enterprise  of  fruit  growing 
and  truck  farming.  His  place  shows  every  evi- 
dence of  prosperity  and  is  one  of  the  most  com- 
fortable country  homes  in  the  vicinity.  His 
family  consists  of  his  wife  and  two  children, 
his  son,  George  Harold,  and  Myrtle  C,  the 
elder.  She  is  the  wife  of  James  M.  Racer,  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Chesley  G.  Chapman. — This  well  known 
and  highly  esteemed  citizen  and  successful 
farmer  of  Medina  county  is  a  scion  of  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneer  families  of  this  section 
of  the  Western  Reserve,  being  a  representative 
of  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family  in  Me- 
dina county,  witli.  whose  history  the  name  has 
been  indissolubly  and  worthily  linked  for  more 
than  ninety  years.  The  various  generations 
have  ably  assisted  in  the  civic  and  material  de- 
velopment and  upbuilding  of  the  county,  and  it 
is  most  consonant  that  in  this  publication  be 
entered  and  perpetuated  a  record  concerning 
those  who  have  thus  wrought  so  well  in  the 
past,  as  well  as  those  who  are  at  the  present 
time  ably  upholding  the  prestige  of  an  honored 
name. 

Reuben  Chapman,  third  son  of  Jonathan 
Chapman,  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  that 


state  on  March  20,  1761,  the  family  having 
been  founded  in  New  England  in  the  early 
colonial  epoch.  He  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Connecticut,  and  there,  on  November  21, 
1782,  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Rhoda  Peck,  who  likewise  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  where  she  was  born  on  January 
27,  1760. 

Reuben  Chapman  moved  from  his  native 
state  to  Vermont  and  resided  for  several  years 
at  Cavendish,  Windsor  county,  that  state. 
From  that  point,  on  June  20,  1818,  in  company 
with  his  devoted  wife  and  his  sons  Cyrus, 
Sceva,  Leonard  and  Clyne,  he  set  forth  for  the 
wilds  of  the  Western  Reserve,  his  equipment 
for  the  long  and  weary  journey  comprising  a 
team  of  horses,  two  yokes  of  oxen  and  two 
wagons.  One  of  the  wagons  was  drawn  by 
the  horses  and  the  double  ox-team  furnished 
the  motive  power  for  the  other  wagon.  In  the 
preceding  year  the  three  other  sons  of  Reuben 
Chapman  had  come  to  the  Reserve  and  made 
their  way  through  to  the  future  home  of  the 
family  in  Medina  county.  The  horse  team 
mentioned  arrived  in  Harrisville  township,  this 
county,  some  time  in  August,  1818.  The  en- 
tire family  party  made  the  trip  in  company  as 
far  as  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  the  sons 
Cyrus  and  Sceva  embarked  on  a  sloop  for 
Cleveland,  taking  on  board  with  them  the  ox 
wagon  and  the  yokes  of  the  two  ox  teams. 
Two  weeks  were  consumed  by  this  sloop  in 
making  the  voyage  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland, 
as  the  little  vessel,  after  reaching  a  point  near 
Cleveland,  was  driven  back  by  a  heavy  gale  to 
Erie.  The  first  steamboat  on  Lake  Erie  was 
nearing  completion  at  Black  Rock,  and  the  two 
brothers,  Cyrus  and  Sceva,  went  on  board  the 
craft  to  view  its  splendors.  Today  the  vessel 
would  be  considered  one  of  the  most  primitive 
and  insignificant  order.  In  the  meanwhile  the 
other  members  of  the  family  had  proceeded 
overland,  driving  the  ox  teams,  and  had  ar- 
rived in  Cleveland,  then  a  small  village,  before 
the  sloop  reached  its  destination  at  that  point. 
Leonard  Chapman  was  left  in  charge  of  the 
oxen,  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  sloop,  and 
when  the  same  reached  Cleveland  the  three 
brothers  took  the  old  Ridge  road,  by  way  of 
Grafton,  for  Harrisville  township,  Medina 
county.  They  passed  the  night  with  a  worthy 
settler  at  Grafton,  from  which  point  no  road 
had  been  constructed,  so  that  it  was  necessary 
to  cut  through  two  miles  of  roadway  to  reach 
the  new  home  in  the  midst  of  the  forests  of 
Harrisville   township.      Sceva   Chapman   was 
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assigned  to  the  duty  of  driving  the  ox  team, 
while  his  two  brothers,  with  the  aid  of  the 
previously  mentioned  Grafton  man,  cut  the 
underbrush  and  cleared  the  way.  Sceva  Chap- 
man thus  had  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
man  to  drive  a  team  from  Grafton  to  Harris- 
ville. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Chapman 
family  there  was  only  one  family  setled  in 
Chatham  township — that  of  Moses  Parsons, 
great-grandfather  of  the  wife  of  him  whose 
name  initiates  this  article.  Reuben  Chapman 
and  his  family  settled  on  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land  near  the  present  village  of  Lodi, 
and  here  the  father  and  his  sturdy  sons  grap- 
pled earnestly  with  the  wilderness,  causing  the 
same  to  yield  tribute  to  their  energy  and  inde- 
fatigable industry,  so  that  in  course  of  time  the 
giant  trees  of  the  forest  gave  place  to  produc- 
tive fields.  Reuben  Chapman  and  his  wife 
passed  the  residue  of  their  lives  on  this  old 
homestead  in  Harrisville  township,  and  their 
names  merit  an  enduring  place  on  the  roll  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
They  were  numbered  among  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  church  at  Westfield,  in 
which  he  was  a  deacon,  holding,  this  position 
until  the  close  of  his  long  and  useful  life.  He 
died  on  October  9,  1845,  his  devoted  wife  hav- 
ing been  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  June 

7y  1843. 

Sceva  Chapman,  grandfather  of  Chesley  G. 

Chapman,  was  born  in  Cavendish,  Windsor 
county,  Vermont,  on  February  10,  1793,  and 
thus  he  was  about  twenty-five  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Medina  coun- 
ty, Ohio.  Before  leaving  the  old  Green  Moun- 
tain state  it  had  been  his  to  render  valiant  serv- 
ice as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  he 
was  a  member  of  a  company  commanded  by 
Captain  Asa  Aikens,  in  the  Thirty-first  Regi- 
ment, United  States  Infantry.  On  February 
17,  1825,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Azuba  Marsh,  of  Ashland  county,  Ohio.  His 
wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Abijah  and 
Bersha  (Snow)  Marsh,  who  moved  from 
Massachusetts  to  Vermont  in  1794,  was  born 
at  Wardsbury,  Windham  county,  Vermont,  on 
October  7,  1802,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
third  family  to  make  permanent  settlement  in 
Medina  township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  made  their  advent  on  November  7,  18 16. 
Sceva  Chapman  became  a  man  of  prominence 
and  influence  in  the  pioneer  community  and 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  offices  of 
public  trust  and  responsibility,  including  those 


of  township  treasurer,  township  trustee  and 
school  director.  His  wife  was  a  devout  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churchy  having 
united  with  the  same  about  the  time  the  first 
class  was  formed  in  Lodi,  this  county.  Sceva 
Chapman  died  January  21,  1881,  and  Azuba 
Chapman  died  November  24,  1885,  at  Lodi, 
Medina  county,  Ohio.  Sceva  and  Azuba 
(Marsh)  Chapman  became  the  parents  of  six 
children,  namely:  Willard  J.,  Harrison  S., 
Ozias  E.,  Arminda  E.,  Marinda  E.  and  Rozella 
M.  Of  this  number  two  are  now  living. 
Ozias  E.,  who  lives  at  Ottawa,  Illinois,  and 
Mrs.  Rozella  M.  Topping,  of  Sedgwick  City, 
Kansas. 

Harrison  S.  Chapman,  father  of  him  whose 
name  introduces  this  article,  was  born  on  the 
old  homestead  farm  in  Harrisville  township, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  26th  of  July, 
1830,  and  he  was  reared  to  manhood  under  the 
conditions  and  influences  of  the  pioneer  epoch, 
so  that  his  educational  advantages  were  limited 
to  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and 
period.  On  the  20th  of  August,  i860,  was 
solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Jane  Gilley, 
daughter  of  Andrew  and  Catherine  Gilley,  who 
came  to  Harrisville  township,  this  county,  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  1833,  and  who  were  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  building  of  the^st 
Congregational  church  in  the  village  of  Lodi. 
Harrison  S.  Chapman  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-growing  throughout  his 
entire  active  career,  and  was  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  and  highly  honored  cit- 
izens of  the  county.  He  passed  his  entire  life, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  on  the  fine  old 
homestead  farm  which  had  been  secured  by 
his  grandfather  so  many  years  before  and 
which  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  one  of  the 
model  farmsteads  of  the  county,  having  been 
reclaimed  from  the  forest  and  brought  to  its 
present  fine  state  of  productivity  by  representa- 
tives of  this  well  known  pioneer  family.  The 
old  Chapman  homestead  was  bought  in  1905 
by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Improvement  Com- 
pany, from  which  the  gravel  and  timber  were 
taken  to  make  the  large  fill  on  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  Railroad  double  track  through  the  in- 
corporated town  of  Lodi.  Harrison  S.  Chap- 
man was  a  man  of  impregnable  integrity  in  all 
the  relations  of  life  and  he  well  merited  the 
unqualified  esteem  and  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  the  people  of  his  native  county.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  his  political  proclivities, 
served  for  a  number  of  years  as  school  director 
and  also  gave  eflFective  service  in  the  office  of 
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township  trustee.  He  and  his  wife  were  zeal- 
ous and  consistent  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church  of  Lodi,  and  he  was  recognized 
as  one  of  its  veritable  pillars,  having  held  the 
offices  of  clerk  and  deacon  for  about  forty 
years  and  having  been  an  earnest  and  well 
fortified  teacher  in  its  Sunday-school  from  the 
time  he  was  seventeen  years  old  until  the  close 
of  his  long  and  worthy  life,  except  for  the 
brief  interval  of  one  year.  He  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  the  8th  of  May,  1895, 
and  she,  who  had  ever  been  his  devoted  wife 
and  helpmeet  and  the  gracious  mother  of  his 
children,  passed  away  on  the  i6th  of  October, 
1901,  secure  in  the  reverent  affections  of  all 
who  had  come  within  the  sphere  of  her  gentle 
influence.  Of  the  two  children  Angie  L.  is 
the  elder,  having  been  born  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1862,  and  become  on  March  14,  1889, 
the  wife  of  Charles  W.  Daniels,  of  Harris- 
ville  township,  who  was  born  March  10,  1864, 
at  Apple  Creek,  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  To 
them  have  been  born  three  children.  Crystal 
Belle  Daniels,  born  July  9.  1890;  Joseph  Har- 
rison Daniels,  born  March  18,  1892;  and 
Charles  Elmo  Daniels,  born  December  7,  1893. 
The  younger  child  is  the  subject  of  this  re- 
view and  brief  data  concerning  his  career 
appear  in  the  following  paragraphs. 

Chesley  G.  Chapman  was  born  on  the  old 
Chapman  homestead  farm  in  Harrisville  town- 
ship on  the  loth  of  July,  1867,  and  he  is  now 
owner  of  the  valuable  property  in  Chatham 
township,  Medina  county,  known  as  the  old 
Moses  Parsons'  homestead  which  has  excellent 
improvements  of  a  permanent  nature,  includ- 
ing a  substantial  residence.  He  is  now  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  successful  and  essentiallv 
representative  farmers  and  stock-growers  of 
his  native  county  and  has  a  fine  landed  estate 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-two  acres.  Mr. 
Chapman,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  reared  to 
the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  farm,  and  to  the 
district  schools  of  the  locality  he  is  indebted 
for  his  early  educational  training.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  associated  in  the  work  and  man- 
agement of  the  home  farm. until  his  marriage, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  and  he  and  his 
wife  passed  the  ensuing  year  in  the  village  of 
Lodi,  since  which  he  has  followed  farming 
and  stock-growing.  Though  never  a  seeker  of 
public  office,  Mr.  Chapman  has  shown  a  con- 
stant and  lively  interest  in  all  that  has  tended 
to  conserve  the  general  welfare  of  his  com- 
munity and  he  is-  aligned  as  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 


He  is  appreciative  of  the  lives  and  labors  of 
his  forebears  who  have  been  so  prominently 
identified  with  the  development  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  has  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  name  which  he  so  worthily 
bears.  He  retains  in  his  possession  as  a  valu- 
able heirloom  a  well  preserved  deed  to  one 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  Ashford,  county  of 
Windham,  and  colony  of  Connecticut,  trans- 
ferred by  John  and  Martha  Stevens  to  his 
great-grandfather,  Jonathan  Chapman,  under 
date  of  the  i8th  day  of  February  in  the  eight 
year  of  his  majesty's  reign  Anno  Domini  1768. 
On  the  6th  of  February,  1890,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Chapman  to  Miss 
Nettie  C.  Packard,  who  was  born  in  Chatham 
township,  this  county,  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1869,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  (Parsons)  Packard.  William  Pack- 
ard was  born  in  Plainfield  township,  in  Hamp- 
shire county,  Massachusetts,  on  the  i8th  of 
September,  1826,  and  died  at  his  home  in 
Chatham  township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  i6th  of  March,  1905,  one  of  the  successful 
farmers  and  honored  citizens  of  the  county. 
His  wife  was  born  on  the  old  Moses  Parsons 
homestead  in  Chatham  township,  Medina 
county,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1834,  and  still 
maintains  her  home  in  Medina  county.  Caleb 
Packard,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Chapman,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  as 
was  also  his  wife,whose  maiden  name  was  Sal- 
lie  Stowell.  The  maternal  great-grandfather, 
Moses  Parsons,  was  a  member  of  an  old  and 
honored  family  of  New  EngJand  and  was  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Medina  county, 
Ohio,  as  has  already  been  noted  in  a  preceding 
paragraph.  Darwin  Parsons,  grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Chapman,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Hope  Crush.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  have 
nine  children,  whose  names,  with  respective 
dates  of  birth,  are  here  given :  Harrison  W., 
September  22,  1890;  Chesley  C,  May  2,  1892; 
Lutie  Belle,  April  22,  1894 ;  Hobert  McKinley, 
March  17,  1896;  Mabel  R.,  August  22,  1898; 
Thelma  M.,  November  3,  1900;  Fenton  C, 
March  10,  1903 ;  Mertrude  L.,  July  9,  1905 ; 
and  Keith  E.,  February  19,  1909. 

William  J.  Horner,  who  has  resided  on 
the  old  Horner  homestead  one  mile  east  of  the 
village  of  Lodi  for  some  thirty-two  years,  has 
long  been  the  owner  of  this  fine  country  place 
of  one  hundred  and  twentv-seven  acres.  He 
has  improved  the  homestead  by  erecting  upon 
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it  a  comfortable  residence;  has  continuously 
added  to  his  out-buildings  and  constantly 
maintained  his  farming  machinery  to  the  high- 
est standard.  As  a  scientific  cultivator  of  the 
soil  he  is  also  widely  known,  and  his  own 
farm  is  an  object  lesson  and  proof  of  his 
knowledge  in  all  the  modern  lines  of  practical 
agriculture.  That  knowledge  he  has  been  able 
to  utilize  in  the  business  field,  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  himself  and  the  community,  as 
for  several  years  he  served  as  general  agent 
for  the  International  Harvester  Company  of 
Cleveland,  and  for  four  years  was  salesman 
for  the  Northwestern  Fertilizing  Company. 

Mr.  Horner  is  a  native  of  the  village  of 
Lodi,  born  December  19,  1859,  and  is  the  eldest 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  (Blaine)  Horner, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1902.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  John  Horner,  was  a  native  of 
Vermont  and  came  from  the  Green  Mountain 
state  to  Ohio  about  1820.  The  father  was  a 
pioneer  shoemaker  of  Lodi,  but  during  the  later 
years  of  his  life  varied  the  work  of  the  bench 
with  that  of  his  farm,  situated  a  mile  east  of 
the  village.  William  J.,  the  son,  received  his 
education  in  a  district  school  and  in  the  public 
school  of  Lodi,  and  since  completing  his  educa- 
tion has  made  farming  the  main  and  success- 
ful occupation  of  his  life.  In  December,  1877, 
he  married  Miss  Ella  Culp,  of  Medina  county, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  (Delph)  Culp, 
and  he  and  his  wife  afterward  settled  on  the 
old  Horner  homestead,  where  he  has  since 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
The  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Will- 
iam J.  Horner  are  as  follows:  Frank,  who 
resides  in  California ;  Harvey  C,  connected 
with  the  railway  service ;  Emma,  now  the  wife 
of  Clyde  Horst,  who  is  a  resident  of  Indiana ; 
Claude ;  Bertha  N.,  who  married  C.  H.  Kint- 
ner ;  Clara  E. ;  Clement  Ross ;  and  Ivan  L., 
who  is  at  home. 

William  J.  Dodge. — The  estimate  placed 
upon  Mr.  Dodge  by  the  residents  of  his  native 
county  is  clearly  shown  forth  in  the  fact  that 
he  is  incumbent  of  the  responsible  office  of 
county  auditor,  in  which  he  has  given  an  ad- 
ministration which  has  met  with  unqualified 
official  and  popular  approval.  He  is  a  scion 
of  sterling  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  which  he  is  a  representative  of  the 
third  generation  in  both  the  paternal  and  ma- 
ternal lines.  As  one  of  the  representative  cit- 
izens and  popular  officials  of  Portage  county. 


he  is  well  entitled  to  recognition  in  this  pub- 
lication touching  the  fine  old  Western  Reserve 
and  its  people. 

William  J.  Dodge  was  born  in  Brimfield, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  February  27,  1868,  and 
is  a  son  of  George  W.  and  Minerva  (Hoskin) 
Dodge.  George  W.  Dodge  was  born  in  Nel- 
son, New  Hampshire,  and  is  a  representative 
of  a  family  founded  in  New  England  in  the 
colonial  era  of  our  national  history.  When  he 
was  a  lad  of  seven  years  his  parents,  William 
J.  and  Anna  Dodge,  came  to  Ohio  and  num- 
bered themselves  among  the  pioneers  of  Port- 
age county,  where  the  father  became  a  prom- 
inent and  influential  citizen.  He  first  located 
at  Akron,  and  he  became  a  successful  farmer 
and  business  man,  through  which  line  of  enter- 
prise he  became  well  known  throughout  the  * 
Western  Reserve.  He  was  a  man  of  much 
business  ability  and  was  successful  in  his  vari- 
ous enterprises  after  coming  to  Ohio.  While  a 
resident  of  New  Hampshire  he  was  representa- 
tive of  his  district  in  the  state  legislature,  and 
was  a  power  in  political  affairs  in  his  section 
of  the  old  Granite  state.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
continued  to  reside  in  Portage  county  until 
their  death,  and  their  names  merit  a  place  on 
the  roster  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  this  fa- 
vored section  of  Ohio. 

George  W.  Dodge  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Portage  county,  where  he  was  afforded  such 
advantages  as  were  offered  by  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  He  was 
reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline  of  the  home 
farm,  in  whose  work  he  early  began  to  lend 
his  assistance,  and  during  the  major  portion 
of  his  active  career  he  continued  to  follow  as 
his  vocation  the  great  basic  industry  of  agri- 
culture, in  connection  with  which  he  developed 
one  of  the  valuable  farm  properties  of  Ran- 
dolph township,  where  he  continued  to  reside 
until  about  1898,  when  he  removed  to  the  city 
of  Ravenna,  where  he  has  since  lived  virtually 
retired.  He  has  attained  to  the  venerable  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  (1909)  and  commands 
the  unequivocal  confidence  and  regard  of  the 
people  of  that  county  in  which  virtually  his 
entire  life  has  been  passed.  His  political  sup- 
port is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  and  he 
still  continues  to  take  a  vital  interest  in  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  hour.  He  holds 
membership  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  as  did 
also  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife,  who  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  the  year  1900. 
Minerva  (Hoskin)  Dodge  were  born  in  Sha- 
lersville,    Portage   county,    Ohio,   and   was   a 
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daughter  of  Milo  and  Polly  Hoskin,  who  were 
numbered  among  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Portage  county,  where  Mr.  Hoskin  became  a 
successful  farmer  and  a  citizen  of  influence  in 
civic  and  public  aflfairs.  Mrs.  Dodge  was  long 
known  as  one  of  the  successful  and  popular 
teachers  in  the  public  schools  of  Portage 
county,  where  she  taught  in  a  number  of  the 
leading  district  schools.  Many  of  her  former 
pupils  are  now  representative  citizens  of  Ra- 
venna and  other  sections  of  the  county,  and 
hold  her  name  in  reverent  memory.  George 
W.  and  Minerva  (Hoskin)  Dodge  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
childhood,  and  the  others  are  still  living, 
namely :  Addie,  William  J.,  George  A.,  Mabel 
and  Harry. 

William  J.  Dodge,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  review,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Portage 
county,  which  has  represented  his  home  from 
the  time  of  his  birth.  His  boyhood  days  were 
passed  on  the  home  farm,  and  his  early  educa- 
tional training  was  received  in  the  public 
schools,  after  which  he  was  matriculated  in 
famous  old  Hiram  College,  of  which  the  late 
and  honored  General  James  A.  Garfield,  for- 
mer president  of  the  United  States,  was  at  one 
time  president,  and  in  this  institution  Mr. 
Dodge  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1890,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Philosophy,  and  in  1893  he  received  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Philosophy  from  this  college. 
He  become  a  devotee  of  the  pedagogic  pro- 
fession, in  which  it  was  his  to  attain  to  dis- 
tinctive success  and  prestige.  Immediately 
upon  his  graduation  from  college  he  accepted 
the  position  of  principal  of  the  public  schools 
of  Watertown,  South  Dakota,  an  incumbency 
which  he  retained  until  1893,  when  he  returned 
to  his  native  county  and  assumed  the  office  of 
principal  of  the  Ravenna  High  School.  Here 
he  rendered  most  eflfective  service  and  gained 
a  strong  hold  upon  the  affection  and  esteem  of 
the  students  of  the  high  school,  where  he 
continued  his  labors  for  twelve  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  in  1905,  he  resigned  his 
position  to  assume  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
county  auditor,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  the 
autumn  of  1904  by  a  flattering  majority.  Mr. 
Dodge  is  a  stalwart  in  the  local  camp  of  the 
Republican  party,  in  whose  cause  he  has  ren- 
dered yeoman  service,  though  he  has  never 
been  a  candidate  for  public  office  except  that  of 
which  he  is  now  incumbent.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  take 
an  active  interest  in  the  various  departments 


of  its  work.  He  is  a  member  of  various  social 
and  civic  organizations,  and  is  known  as  a 
man  of  fine  intellectuality,  marked  executive 
ability  and  gracious  personality.  He  has  well 
upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honored  name  which 
he  bears,  and  is  one  of  the  popular  officials  of 
his  native  county. 

In  the  year  1892  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Dodge  to  Miss  Mary  Hank, 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Hannah  Hank,  of 
Hiram,  Ohio,  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dodge  have 
one  son, — William  J.,  Jr. 

Albert  Thomas  Grills,  M.  D. — Although 
one  of  the  younger  members  of  the  medical 
fraternity  of  Lx>rain  county,  Albert  T.  Grills, 
M.  D.,  of  Lorain,  has  profited  by  his  valuable 
experience  both  in  hospital  and  private  prac- 
tice, and  now  holds  a  noteworthy  position 
among,  the  most  active  and  successful  physi- 
cians and  surgeons  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
He  was  born  at  Ashawa,  Canada,  June  9,  1877, 
a  son  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Grant)  Grills, 
natives  of  England,  who  emigrated  from  Can- 
ada to  Ohio  in  1882,  locating  in  Carlisle  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  on  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside. 

Living  on  the  home  farm  until  seventeen 
years  of  age,  Albert  T.  Grills  attended  first  the 
district  schools,  then  the  Elyria  graded  schools, 
being  graduated  from  the  Elyria  high  school 
with  the  class  of  1900.  In  1904  he  was  gradu- 
ated from  the  Western  Reserve  Medical  Col- 
lege in  Cleveland,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D., 
and  during  the  ensuing  two  years  was  resident 
physician  and  surgeon  at  the  Charity  Hos- 
pital in  that  city.  Coming,  then  to  Lorain,  Dr. 
Grills  held  a  similar  position  in  Saint  Joseph's 
Hospital  for  a  year  and  a  half.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  in  this  city,  and  by  his 
acknowledged  skill  in  the  application  of  the 
more  modern  methods  employed  in  medicine 
and  surgery  has  already  built  up  an  extensive 
and  valuable  patronage. 

The  doctor  is  a  member  of  the  staflF  of  Saint 
Joseph's  Hospital,  and  is  medical  director  of 
the  American  Carlsbad  Sanitarium  of  Lorain. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Lorain  County  Medical. 
Society,  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 
and  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  in 
each  organization  taking  an  active  interest. 
He  belongs  to  the  Lorain  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
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and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
In  the  first  named  he  affiliates  with  Lorain 
Lodge,  No.  552,  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  Mystic 
Chapter,  No.  170,  R.  A.  M.,  and  with  Lorain 
Council,  R.  &  S.  M. 

Dr.  Grills  married  Olive  A.  Mahany,  who 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
John  Mahany. 

Andrew  J.  Steele^  who  was  a  successful 
agriculturist  conducting  a  place  of  eighty  acres 
on  what  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  well  known 
Gardner  farm  near  Lodi,  is  a  native  of  Wyan- 
dot county,  Ohio,  born  in  the  year  1857.  He 
is  a  son  of  Ely  and  Margarite  Jane  (Carna- 
han)  Steele,  both  bom  in  Milton  township, 
that  county — the  father,  January  12,  1824,  and 
the  mother,  October  24th  of  the  same  year. 
Their  marriage  occurred  May  24,  1845,  ^"^ 
for  many  years  aferward  Mr.  Steele  engaged 
in  farming,  in  Milton  township.  He  then 
moved  to  Wyandot  county  and  bought  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres,  living  there  ten  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Westfield  township.  His 
place  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  be- 
came known  as  a  model  farm,  as  it  was  culti- 
vated and  improved  thoroughly  and  scientific- 
ally. Its  proprietor  also  served  as  trustee  for 
many  years  and  always  took  a  deep  interest 
in  township  aflFairs.  Late  in  life  he  retired 
from  his  farm  to  Burbank  and  later  to  Creston, 
where  he'  died. 

Andrew  J.,  of  this  sketch,  received  a  good 
common  school  education ;  was  reared  on  the 
farm  in  Wyandot  county,  and  in  his  twenty- 
first  year  married  Miss  Nellie  Horner,  of  Har- 
risville  township,  daughter  of  John  and  Mar- 
garite J.  (Blaine)  Horner,  sketches  of  whom 
are  elsewhere  published.  Mr.  Steele  after- 
ward settled  in  Milton  and  Harrisville  town- 
ships, Medina  county.  In  Harrisville  town- 
ship he  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  a  part 
of  the  Gardner  homestead,  and  which  he  has 
improved  with  a  good  set  of  buildings  and 
supplied  with  the  latest  agricultural  machinery 
and  implements.  At  one  time  Mr.  Steele  was 
also  interested  in  the  Horner  homestead  near 
Lodi  and  resided  upon  it  for  several  years. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Ben  Hur  lodge 
and  identified  with  the  Congregational  church 
at  Lodi.  Three  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Andrew  J.  Steele,  as  follows: 
Asiea,  now  the  wife  of  Floyd  Umstead,  a 
resident  of  Cleveland,  Ohio ;  Isie  E.,  a  book- 
keeper of  the  Leader ;  and  Gerald  H.  Steele. 
The  family  attend  the  Congregational  church. 


James  B.  Holm. — The  fine  old  Western  Re- 
serve has  within  its  borders  many  well  con- 
ducted and  ably  edited  newspapers,  and  among 
the  most  noteworthy  of  these  eflFective  indices 
of  local  prosperity  and  progress  is  the  Port- 
age County  Detnocrat,  published  in  the  city  of 
Ravenna.  Of  this  paper  James  B.  Holm  is  the 
able  and  popular  editor  and  manager,  and  it 
has  been  in  a  large  measure  due  to  his  eflForts 
that  the  journal  has  gained  so  distinctive  pres- 
tige, with  concomitant  expansion  of  circula- 
tion, and  wields  so  definite  an  influence  in  its 
field. 

Mr.  Holm  finds  much  satisfaction  in  revert- 
ing to  the  old  Buckeye  state  as  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  and  he  has  ever  continued  apprecia- 
tive of  its  attractions  and  high  status  as  one 
of  the  sovereign  commonwealths  of  the  Union. 
He  was  born  in  Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  the  8th 
of  November,  1879,  and  is  a  son  of  Asbury 
and  Emma  (Wilhelm)  Holm,  both  of  whom 
were  likewise  natives  of  that  county,  where 
the  respective  families  were  founded  in  the 
pioneer  epoch  and  where  the  respective  names 
have  ever  stood  for  the  best  type  of  citizenship. 
Asbury  Holm  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Stark  county,  and  there  he  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  until  about  1880, 
when  he  removed  thence  to  Troy  township. 
Geauga  county,  this  state,  where  he  continued 
to  be  identified  with  the  great  basic  art  of 
agriculture  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  forty- 
five  years.  His  wife  survived  him  only  a  brief 
interval  and  was  forty-six  years  of  age  at  the 
time  when  she  was  summoned  to  the  life  eter- 
nal. They  became  the  parents  of  four  chil- 
dren, namely:  Blanche,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  Newton  Hoopes,  of  Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio; 
James  B.,  who  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  Mabel,  who  resides  at  Chagrin  Falls ; 
and  Robert  E.,  who  is  a  resident  of  Portland, 
Oregon. 

James  B.  Holm  was  about  one  year  old  at 
the  time  of  his  parents'  removal  from  Stark 
county  to  Geauga  county,  and  in  the  latter  he 
was  reared  to  maturity.  He  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  and  in  1898 
was  graduated  in  the  high  schools  at  Welsh- 
field.  Thereafter  he  put  his  scholastic  acquire- 
ments to  practical  test  and  utilization  by  be- 
coming a  teacher  in  the  district  schools  of 
Geauga  county,  where  he  was  thus  engaged 
about  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which 
he  entered  historic  old  Hiram  College,  where 
he  continued  his  higher  academic  studies  for 
some   time.     He   later   became   a   student   in 
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Mount  Union  College,  at  Alliance,  Stark 
county,  and  in  this  well  ordered  institution 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1903,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Journalism  had  already  made  a  definite  appeal 
to  him,  and  after  his  graduation  he  identified 
himself  with  the  newspaper  business  in  the 
city  of  Akron,  where  he  did  reportorial  work 
for  some  time  and  effectually  gained  his  spurs. 
Thereafter  he  was  similarly  engaged  in  the 
cities  of  Pittsburg  and  Cleveland,  and  his 
success  was  such  that  he  had  no  desire  to 
withdraw  his  allegiance  from  the  interesting 
vocation  which  he  had  adopted  and  which  ever 
has  its  attractions  to  all  who  have  in  anv  wav 
been  concerned  with  the  "art  preservative  of 
all  arts." 

In  February,  1906,  Mr.  Holm  took  up  his 
residence  in  Ravenna,  where  he  assumed 
charge  of  the  Portage  county  Democrat,  of 
which  he  has  since  been  editor  and  manager 
and  whose  interests  he  has  greatly  advanced 
through  his  discriminating  administrative  pol- 
icy and  eflFective  editorial  utterances.  He  is 
a  versatile  writer,  and  his  opinions  in  regard 
to  matters  of  local  import  and  also  those  of 
general  public  polity  are  well  fortified.  The 
Democrat  is  issued  weekly,  and  is  attractive 
in  letter-press  and  general  makeup.  It  receives 
a  representative  advertising  patronage,  and  its 
circulation  is  constantly  expanding,  as  is  the 
work  of  its  thoroughly  modern  and  well 
equipped  job  department.  The  Democrat,  as 
the  name  implies,  is  an  exfwDnent  of  the 
principles  and  policies  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  Mr.  Holm  has  made  it  an  eflFective  vehicle 
for  the  furthering  of  the  party  cause,  of  which 
he  is  a  staunch  advocate.  He  is  recognized 
as  an  able  young  business  man  and  is  not 
denied  the  fullest  measure  of  personal  popu- 
larity in  the  city  with  whose  interests  he  has 
closely  allied  himself.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  church  and  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Sigma  Xu  college  fraternity. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  1908,  Mr.  Holm  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  May  Catlin, 
daughter  of  Nelson  Catlin,  a  representative 
business  man  of  Ravenna,  and  they  are  prom- 
inent in  connection  with  the  social  activities 
of  their  home  city. 

Frank  Reese,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  near  Chippewa  Lake,  Me- 
dina county,  represents  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  the  locality,  his  father  moving  from 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  to  Sharon  township,  this 


county,  in  the  spring  of  1837.  He  was  born 
August  5,  i860,  a  son  of  Jacob  N.  and  Jane  S. 
(Phelps)  Reese,  the  father  having  been  born 
in  Montgomery  county,  New  York,  January 
26,  1814.  His  grandparents  were  Nicholas 
and  Anna  (Putnam)  Reese,  who  moved  from 
that  section  of  the  state  of  Middlebury,  Sum- 
mit county,  Ohio,  where  they  spent  their  last 
years.  On  December  31,  1835,  Jacob  N.  Reese 
married  Miss  Jane  Phelps  and  less  than  two 
years  thereafter  the  young  couple  settled  in 
Medina  county,  the  wife's  parents  having  lo- 
cated in  Wadsworth  township  during  the  pre- 
ceding, year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese  therefore 
spent  the  chief  portion  of  their  married  life 
on  their  homestead  in  Guilford  township, 
where  the  father  became  prominent  in  public 
aflFairs,  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace,  trustee 
and  in  other  local  offices.  Their  marriage  re- 
sulted in  twelve  children,  all  of  whom  married 
and  two  of  the  sons  were  Union  soldiers.  The 
enumeration,  in  order  of  birth,  is  as  follows: 
Aurelia  A.,  William  T.,  Elizabeth  J.,  Newton 
N.,  Lucia  v.,  John  B.  (died  February  14, 
1854),  Jacob  L.,  Clara  J.,  John  C.  Fremont 
(died  April  20,  1875),  Frederick  S.  (died  Oc- 
tober 28,  i860)  and  Frank  (of  this  sketch), 
twins ;  and  Gertrude  J. 

Frank  Reese  received  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Wadsworth  and  in  a  select 
institution  at  the  same  place  and  was  reared 
and  reached  manhood  upon  the  Guilford  town- 
ship farm.  He  is  not  only  thoroughly  versed 
in  agriculture,  but  is  well  grounded  in  all 
matters  of  general  interest.  On  March  29, 
1883,  Mr.  Reese  married  Miss  Ada  L.  Kuder, 
who  was  born  January  29,  1863,  a  daughter 
of  George  and  Sarah  (Frank)  Kuder,  her 
father  being  one  of  the  old,  honored  and  pros- 
perous settlers  in  the  Chippewa  Lake  region. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reese,  with  their  family,  reside 
on  the  old  Kuder  homestead,  where  the  former 
is  engaged  both  in  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  The  six  children  who  have  been  born 
to  them  were  as  follows:  Edna  L.,  born  in 
Westfield  township,  June  29,  1885 ;  Marcia 
Beryl,  born  in  Wadsworth,  Ohio,  April  13, 
1888:  Floyd  M.,  born  in  Wadsworth,  March 
7,  1889;  Elvin  J.  and  Elno  G.,  twins,  born  in 
Sharon  township,  December  23,  1891  ;  and 
Neil  Kuder  Reese,  born  in  Westfield  township, 
September,  18,  1893. 

England  D.  Flickingek. — Representative 
of  a  substantial  German  family  which  has  been 
assisting  in  the  agricultural  and  civic  progress 
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of  Medina  county  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury,  England  D.  Flickinger  is  one  of  the  most 
thoroughly  educated  and  intelligent  citizens  of 
Westfield  township.  For  the  past  eighteen 
years  he  has  been  profitably  engaged  in  general 
farming  and  stock-raising,  the  nucleus  of  his 
fine  place  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
acres  being  a  portion  of  the  old  homestead  on 
which  he  was  born,  which  he  purchased  from 
his  father.  He  was  born  April  5,  1863,  to  John 
F.  and  Hannah  J.  (Swagler)  Flickinger,  the 
family  being  of  German  origin  and  the  great- 
grandfather a  native  of  that  country.  The  two 
succeeding  generations,  represented  by  Daniel 
Flickinger,  the  grandfather,  and  John  F.,  the 
father  of  England  D.,  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. John  F.  Flickinger  was  born  in 
Somerset  county,  that  state,  on  the  7th  of 
August,  1826,  and  is  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren of  whom  four  were  natives  of  the  county 
named.  He  was  quite  young  when  his  parents 
migrated  to  Medina  county  and  his  father 
(Daniel  Flickinger)  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty-four  acres  of  land  for  six  hundred 
dollars.  This  he  partially  cleared  and  im- 
proved, planted  an  orchard,  constructed  a  bank 
barn  and  other  buildings,  and  had  made  it  into 
a  desirable  homestead  when  he  sold  the  prop- 
erty in  1855.  He  then  moved  two  miles  north 
into  Chippewa  township,  where  he  purchased 
one  hundred  and  five  acres,  which  he  also  im- 
proved, remaining  upon  this  farm  until  Au- 
gust, 1872,  when  he  moved  to  Orrville,  Wayne 
county,  selling,  his  last  homestead  two  years 
thereafter.  His  wife  died  August  16,  1880, 
leaving  five  children,  as  follows.: — Mary  Ann, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Jacob  Copenhaver  of 
Allen  county,  Indiana;  John  F.,  who  is  the 
father  of  England  D.,  Josiah,  now  a  resident 
of  Kansas ;  Noah,  of  Carroll  county,  Illinois ; 
and  Catherine,  who  married  Rudolph  Dague. 
Grandfather  Flickinger  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  German  Reformed  church,  with  which 
he  held  important  official  relations.  John  F. 
Flickinger  assisted  his  father  in  his  farming 
enterprises  until  such  time  as  he  commenced  to 
promote  his  own.  Eventually  he  came  into 
possession  of  the  homestead  adjoining  Chip- 
pewa Lake  and  increased  the  original  tract  to 
an  area  of  two  hundred  acres,  also  serving 
Westfield  township  as  trustee  and  in  other 
capacities  for  a  number  of  years.  On  Febru- 
ary 24,  185 1,  John  F.  Flickinger  married  Miss 
Hannah  Swagler,  born  in  Milton  township, 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  March  29,  1829,  and 
daughter    of    Jacob    and    Hannah    (Howe) 


Swagler,  who  came  west  in  1822.  Mrs.  Swag- 
ler died  in  1874  and  of  her  six  children  only 
two  are  living — those  who  have  become  Mrs. 
Alvin  Kimmel  and  Mrs.  John  F.  Flickinger, 
the  latter  having  been  a  resident  of  Westfield 
township  since  her  marriage  in  1851.  She  is 
the  mother  of  five  children,  of  whom  Melvin 
S.,  Lakey  J.,  England  D.  and  Mina  D.  are 
still  alive.    John  died  in  infancy. 

England  D.  Flickinger  was  reared  a  farmer 
boy,  attended  the  district  school  and  completed 
his  education  by  a  course  at  the  Ada  Normal 
University.  Leaving  the  Normal,  he  taught 
one  term  in  the  country,  residing  on  the  home 
farm  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
After  his  marriage  in  his  twenty-ninth  year  he 
settled  on  a  part  of  the  old  homestead,  which, 
as  stated  he  purchased  from  his  father.  He 
remodeled  the  residence,  erected  a  fine  bank 
barn  and  out- buildings  for  his  machinery  and 
the  handling  of  his  crops,  added  various  tracts 
of  land  to  the  original  farm,  and  brought 
everything  to  the  up-to-date  standard  of  con- 
venience and  saving  of  unnecessary  labor.  In 
response  to  his  neighbors'  requests  he  also 
gave  much  of  his  time  to  the  public  affairs  of 
his  township,  having  served  several  years  as  its 
trustee  and  for  the  past  five  as  a  member  of 
the  school  board.  In  political  matters  of  local 
import  he  is  of  independent  action,  but  in  na- 
tional issues  supports  the  Democracy,  believing 
that  its  principles  and  policies  more  closely 
bear  upon  the  life  of  the  average  American 
than  those  embraced  in  the  system  of  Repub- 
licanism. Mr.  Flickinger's  wife  was  formerly 
Miss  Jessie  V.  Stone  of  Sterling,  daughter  of 
John  E.  and  Mary  (Sellars)  Stone,  and  the 
three  children  of  their  marriage  are:  Harold 
S.,  Helen  H.  and  Angell  V.  Both  parents 
are  valued  members  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Josiah  J.  Jackson  is  a  son  of  the  Reserve 
who  has  won  success  and  wide  acquaintance 
in  two  professions — teaching  and  life  insur- 
ance. He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  F.  C. 
Chapman  &  Company,  general  agents  for  the 
^tna  Life  Insurance  Company,  with  head- 
quarters in  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Jackson  was  born  in  Nelson,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  3d  of  November,  1858. 
His  parents  were  Marcus  B.  Jackson,  born  in 
Nelson  in  1832,  and  Abigail  Stockwell  Jack- 
son, born  in  Rochester,  Vermont,  in  1833.  His 
grandfather,  Julius  Jackson,  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent  and  came  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve from  Litchfield,  Connecticut,  about  1800. 
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His  maternal  grandfather  was  Josiah  Stock- 
well  a  native  of  Rochester,  Vermont,  and  an 
early  settler  of  Portage  county. 

Mr.  Jackson  attended  the  common  schools 
of  his  native  township  and  continued  his  higher 
studies  in  Hiram  and  Mount  Union  Colleges. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  began  teaching  in  the 
district  schools,  and  for  sixteen  years  was  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  pedagogic  work.  Half 
of  that  time  he  was  connected  with  the  public 
schools  of  Garrettsville,  holding  the  position 
of  superintendent  for  the  last  five  years  of  his 
labors.  He  also  served  several  years  on  the 
board  of  county  examiners. 

In  1 891,  finding  the  confinements  of  teach- 
ing too  severe  a  strain  upon  his  health,  Mr. 
Johnson  resigned  his  position  and  became  a 
solicitor  for  the  ^tna  Life  Insurance  Com- 
pany of  Hartford.  He  worked  under  the  gen- 
eral agency  at  Cleveland,  and  in  fifteen  years 
had  made  the  extraordinary  record  of  paying 
for  over  $3,000,000  of  insurance.  Speaking  of 
his  work,  the  ^tna  Life  Nezvs  made  the  fol- 
lowing statement:  "For  the  year  1906  Mr. 
Jackson  stood  third  in  the  list  of  agents  who 
paid  for  over  $50,000  worth  of  insurance,  Mr. 
Jackson  during  the  year  having  paid  for  over 
$356,000." 

In  1907  Mr.  Jackson  acquired  a  half  inter- 
est in  the  Cleveland  general  agency,  the  firm 
name  being  F.  C.  Chapman  &  Company.  Thir- 
teen counties,  ten  of  them  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve, are  controlled  by  the  Cleveland  agency, 
and  Mr.  Jackson  superintends  the  work  of  all 
the  agents  outside  the  headquarters  in  Cleve- 
land. Evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held  by  insurance  men  was  shown  by  his  elec- 
tion for  the  year  1907  to  the  presidency  of  the 
Cleveland  Association  of  Life  Underwriters. 

So  far  as  politics  is  concerned  Mr.  Jackson 
is  generally  allied  with  the  Republicans,  al- 
though in  matters  of  local  interest  he  is  always 
independent  of  party  lines.  lie  is  character- 
ized by  an  earnestness  and  practical  enthusi- 
asm which  have  enabled  him  to  succeed  in 
whatever  work  he  has  undertaken  and  to  de- 
rive from  it  the  greatest  possible  pleasure.  In 
all  his  business  and  social  relations  he  has 
maintained  a  high  standard  of  integrity  and 
has  thereby  won  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

On  the  23d  of  August,  1883,  ^Ir.  Jackson 
was  married  to  Miss  Carrie  Graham,  daughter 
o*  T>wiRlit  and  Anna  Graham,  of  Nelson.  Ohio. 
'1  *-wn  children,  Vesta  M.,  who  is  the 

Clisby,  of  Wellington,  Ohio, 


and  Jay  J.  Jackson,   who  lives  in   Toronto, 
Canada. 

Nexson  Harris,  the  venerable,  but  still  alert 
citizen  of  Lodi,  for  several  generations  has 
been  one  of  the  strong  factors  in  the  establish- 
ment and  promotion  of  some  of  the  largest  in- 
terests in  Medina  county,  both  in  the  business 
and  financial  fields.  Some  years  ago  he  dis- 
posed of  his  mercantile  interests,  but  retains 
his  connection  with  several  outside  corpora- 
tions; is  possessed  of  considerable  valuable 
real  estate  and  owns  a  fine  farm  adjoining  the 
city,  which  is  well  stocked  with  cattle  and 
supplied  with  improved  agricultural  machin- 
ery. He  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  sturdy 
American  of  the  middle  class  (which  has 
formed  the  bulwark  of  every  great  country) 
who,  although  old  in  years,  has  never  lost  his 
life  ambition  to  prove  his  own  useful  manhood 
and  to  contribute  to  the  standing,  and  advance- 
ment of  the  community  in  which  he  was  born 
and  which  has  been  so  kind  to  him.  In  the 
case  now  under  consideration,  this  ambition  is 
also  grounded  in  praiseworthy  pride  of  family, 
as  both  his  grandfather  and  his  father  were 
among  the  founders  of  communities  in  this 
section  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  promo- 
ters of  its  pioneer  agriculture. 

Judge  Joseph  Harris,  grandfather  of  Nel- 
son, was  a  native  of  Middletown,  Connecticut, 
who  located  in  Randolph  township,  Portage 
county,  in  1801,  the  year  before  the  admission 
of  Ohio  into  the  Union.  On  December  20, 
1807,  he  married  Miss  Rachel  Sears,  who  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  December  22,  1792,  and 
bore  him  Albert  and  Elvira.  The  former  was 
born  September  20,  1808,  and  three  years 
afterward  the  family  moved  to  the  log  house 
which  the  husband  had  provided  and  which 
stood  in  the  wilderness  within  the  present  town 
site  of  Lodi.  There  isolated  from  white  asso- 
ciates the  boy  was  reared,  his  playmates  being 
often  Indian  children  and  his  schooling  from 
books  virtually  an  unknown  quantity.  His 
father's  health  failing,  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
the  care  of  the  home  farm  devolved  upon  the 
youth,  and  he  followed  the  calling  of  which  he 
was  master  as  long  as  he  lived,  varying  general 
agriculture  with  stock-trading.  His  long  resi- 
dence as  a  farmer  citizen  was  characterized 
throughout  by  manly  uprightness  and  the 
simple  dignity  which  comes  from  virtuous  in- 
tentions and  moral  acts.  Albert  Harris  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  formerlv  Miss 
Adeline   DeWitt,   was   horn   in   Westminster, 
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Vermont,  and  died  February  21,  1873,  mother 
of  one  child,  Nelson.  On  October  28,  1874, 
he  married  Mrs.  Lovica  Parsons,  a  Massachu- 
setts lady  whose  maiden  name  was  Thayer. 

Nelson  Harris,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on 
the  old  Lodi  homestead,  September  11,  1831, 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  school 
and  in  the  select  or  high  school  taught  by  the 
well  known  educator,  Professor  Leggett. 
After  spending  some  time  on  the  farm,  in  1866 
he  established  a  general  store  at  Lodi,  associat- 
ing E.  O.  White  in  the  enterprise.  This  part- 
nership continued  eighteen  months,  the  busi- 
ness being  conducted  thereafter  until  1875  ^m** 
der  the  style  of  Harris  and  Mihillis,  and  from 
187s  to  1879  by  Mr.  Harris  alone,  at  the  same 
location.  In  the  year  named  he  occupied  his 
new  store,  adding  millinery  to  his  large  gen- 
eral stock  and  otherwise  expanding  his  busi- 
ness both  in  bulk  and  variety.  Mr.  Harris  dis- 
posed of  the  mercantile  establishment  some 
years  ago,  but  is  still  one  of  the  directors  and 
large  stockholders  in  the  Ohio  Farmers'  In- 
surance Company,  with  which  he  has  been  thus 
identified  since  1871.  He  was  and,  as  stated, 
is  still  a  large  land  holder.  He  is  a  member  of 
Lodi  Lodge,  No.  137,  F.  and  A.  M.,  and,  like 
his  father,  steadfast  to  the  principles  of  Jack- 
sonian  Democracy  and  as  firm  in  his  avoidance 
of  political  office.  In  years  past  he  was  in- 
duced to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  school 
board  and  the  city  council,  but  that  is  the 
extent  of  his  public  service.  On  February  22, 
1855,  ^^-  Harris  wedded  Miss  Fannie  E. 
Jenne,  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  A.  S.  Jenne,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Litchfield  township,  Medina 
county.  Although  their  golden  anniversary 
is  also  a  matter  of  the  past,  both  wife  and 
husband  are  bright,  hearty  and  still  always 
see  the  silver  linings  before  the  clouds  of  life. 
They  are  the  honored  parents  of  four  children. 
Joseph  W.,  their  first-born,  is  now  a  Lodi  den- 
tist ;  Rachel  married  James  E.  Waite,  a  leading 
physician  of  that  city ;  Wade  is  engaged  in  the 
general  insurance  business,  and  Albert  is  with 
his  parents. 

Edward  H.  Woods. — Portage  county  is 
favored  in  the  personnel  of  its  executive  offi- 
cials at  the  present  time,  even  as  it  has  been  for 
many  years,  and  among  the  able  and  popular 
county  officers  is  numbered  Edward  H. 
Woods,  who  is  incumbent  of  the  office  of  re- 
corder and  whose  administration  of  the  affairs 
committed  to  his  charge  has  been  altogether 


discriminating  and  commendable.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Portage  county  since  his 
childhood  days,  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Buck- 
eye state,  and  is  one  of  the  well  known  and 
distinctively  popular  citizens  of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  Woods  was  born  at  New  Baltimore, 
Stark  county,  Ohio,  on  the  31st  of  March, 
1857,  and  is  a  son  of  Hiram  F.  and  Lydia  H. 
(McBride)  Woods,  both  representatives  of 
pioneer  families  of  the  famous  old  Western 
Reserve.  Hiram  F.  Woods  was  born  in  Me- 
dina county,  Ohio,  and  his  wife  at  Coitsville, 
Mahoning  county.  Both  were  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  after  their 
marriage  they  maintained  their  home  for  a 
number  of  years  in  Coitsvilk,  Mahoning 
county,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the 
general  merchandise  business.  About  1855 
they  removed  to  Stark  county  and  took  up 
their  abode  in  New  Baltimore,  where  Mr. 
Woods  established  himself  in  the  coopering 
business,  in  which  he  there  continued  until 
1868,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to 
Portage  county.  He  died  when  about  sixty- 
four  years  of  age,  and  his  widow  passed  the 
closing  days  of  her  life  at  LeRoy,  Michigan, 
where  she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
Their  lives  were  ordered  upon  the  highest 
plane  of  integrity  and  honor  and  to  them  was 
ever  accorded  the  unqualified  esteem  of  all 
whom  knew  them.  In  politics  Mr.  Woods  was 
a  staunch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party 
after  its  formation.  Hiram  F.  and  Lydia  H. 
(McBride)  Woods  became  the  parents  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  ten  attained  to 
years  of  maturity  and  nine  of  whom  are  still 
living.  The  youngest  of  the  number  is  thirty- 
eight  years  of  age  (1909),  and  the  subject 
of  this  review  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  youngest  of  the  sons. 

Edward  H.  Woods  was  reared  to  maturity 
in  Portage  county,  and  his  early  experiences 
were  those  of  the  home  farm^  in  whose  work 
he  began  to  lend  his  aid  when  a  boy,  in  the 
meanwhile  duly  availing,  himself  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  public  schools  of  the  locality. 
He  thereafter  continued  his  studies  in  Mount 
Union  College,  which  was  then  located  in  the 
village  of  Mount  Union,  but  which  is  now 
established  in  the  city  of  Alliance.  Stark, 
county,  Ohio.  After  leaving  college  Mr. 
Woods  put  his  scholastic  acquirements  to  the 
practical  test  by  engaging  to  teach  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Portage  county,  where  he  met 
with  due  success  in  his  pedagogic  labors.  In 
1879  he  went  to  northern   Alichigan,   in  the 
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lumber  regions,  and  there  he  was  for  a  time  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school,  in  which  connection 
he  became  superintendent  of  the  public  schools 
of  Osceola  county,  Michigan.  Later  he  was 
bookkeeper  for  an  extensive  lumbering  con- 
cern in  northern  Michigan,  and  he  continued 
his  residence  in  that  section  about  fifteen  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned  to  Port- 
age county,  Ohio,  and  became  identified  with 
agricultural  pursuits  in  Rootstown.  He 
gained  prestige  as  one  of  the  progressive  and 
successful  farmers  of  the  county,  and  to  the 
work  and  management  of  his  farm  he  con- 
tinued to  give  his  attention  until  his  election 
to  the  office  of  county  recorder  in  the  fall 
of  1907.  The  support  which  he  received  at  the 
polls  indicated  the  confidence  and  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  in  the  county,  and  the  popu- 
lar appreciation  of  his  official  services  had 
its  most  effective  voucher  when  he  was  chosen 
as  his  own  successor  in  the  election  of  1908. 
In  politics  he  is  arrayed  as  a  stalwart  in  the 
local  camp  of  the  Republican  party,  in  whose 
cause  he  has  been  an  active  worker.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
Kinghts  of  the  Maccabees. 

Mr.  Woods  has  been  twice  married.  In 
1880  was  solemnized  his  union  to  Miss  Mary 
I.  Tomlinson,  of  LeRoy,  Osceola  county, 
Michigan.  She  was  born  at  Charlestown, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  M.  and  Mary  Louise  (Fargo)  Tomlin- 
son, who  were  numbered  among  the  sterling 
pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve,  whence  they 
eventually  removed  to  Michigan.  Mrs.  Woods 
died  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan, 
April  3,  1893,  2i"d  is  survived  by  five  children, 
— Bernice  B.,  Rae  D.,  Louise  L.,  Alice  H.  and 
Joyce  T.  In  1895  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Woods  to  Miss  Amanda  Z.  Hoyle, 
a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Catherine  Hoyle,  of 
Rootstown,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  she 
was  reared  and  educated.  No  children  have 
been  born  of  the  second  marriage. 

James  D.  Carpenter. — In  the  efficient  per- 
formance of  his  duties  as  postmaster  of  Lodi, 
James  D.  Carpenter  evinces  the  broad  intelli- 
gence of  the  educated  man,  the  labor-saving 
and  concentrated  methods  of  the  trained  busi- 
ness character  and  the  infective  confidence  of 
one  who  has  enjoyed  a  varied  connection  with 
public  life.  He  is  a  son  of  the  Green  Moun- 
tain state,  born  at  Readsboro  April  30,  1845, 
and  there  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  received 
an  elementary  education.     His  parents    were 


James  R.  and  Betsey  F.  (Bratton)  Carpenter, 
and  when  the  son  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
they  settled  in  Harrisville  township,  Medina 
county,  where  the  father  purchased  sixty  acres 
of  land  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock 
raising.  Later  he  retired  from  his  farm  to 
Lodi,  and  there  bought  the  "Union  House'' 
(now  the  "Taylor  Inn"),  which  he  conducted 
until  his  death  in  1871.  His  wife,  who  long 
survived  him,  died  in  her  eighty-seventh  year, 
mother  of  the  following:  Emma  L.,  James  D. 
(of  this  sketch),  Ellen  D.  and  George  R.  Car- 
penter. 

After  the  coming  of  the  family  to  Harris- 
ville township,  James  D.  attended  the  village 
school  at  Lodi  and  then  enjoyed  a  course  of 
two  years  in  Oberlin  College.  His  subsequent 
experience  as  a  teacher  covered  several  winter 
terms  in  Medina  county  and  two  years  as  the 
principal  of  a  graded  school  at  Coloma,  Michi- 
gan. Returning,  to  Lodi,  he  became  associated 
with  W.  R.  Griffen  in  the  manufacture  of  cider 
vinegar  and  the  evaporation  of  apples,  in  which 
an  extensive  business  was  developed.  Many 
years  of  his  residence  in  Lodi  have  been  spent 
in  important  official  work.  For  several  years 
he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace;  was  sheriff 
of  Medina  county  for  two  years,  and  since 
June  7,  1906,  has  been  postmaster,  under  ap- 
pointment of  President  Roosevelt.  He  is  an 
active  Mason,  member  of  Harrisville  Lodge 
No.  137;  is  also  identified  with  the  order  of 
Ben  Hur,  Lodi  lodge;  and  both  he  and  his 
wife  are  charter  members  of  Lodi  Chapter. No. 
137,  Order  of  Eastern  Star,  and  they  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Before  her  marriage  his  wife  was  Miss  Ellen 
E.  Stirk,  of  Harrisville  township,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Bodine)  Stirk,  and 
there  were  four  children  of  this  union.  Myrta, 
the  oldest,  married  Rev.  Mr.  Shook,  a  Metho- 
dist minister;  James  Roy  is  the  pastor  of  the 
First  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  West 
Richfield,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  his  wife 
was  Miss  Lena  Stuart;  Josephine  E.  is  assist- 
ing her  father  in  the  Lodi  postoffice ;  and 
Harold  D.  is  also  living  at  home.  All  of  the 
children  were  graduated  from  the  Lodi  high 
school,  and  the  entire  family  is  therefore  close- 
ly identified  with  the  city. 

Grover  Cleveland  Rice  is  one  of  the  rising 
young  attorneys  of  Lodi  and  Medina  county, 
and  does  not  belie  his  namesake  in  his  active 
Democracy.  He  has  another  claim  to  a  place 
in  local  history,  in  that  he  represents  one  of 
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the  pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Mr.  Rice  is  a  native  of  Chatham 
township,  where  he  was  born  November  20, 
1884,  to  Joseph  P.  and  Augusta  (Fenster- 
maker)  Rice.  His  father  was  bom  in  the  same 
township  November  16,  1858,  and  his  mother 
in  Harrisville  township,  near  Lodi,  in  1857. 
After  their  marriage  they  lived  for  a  number 
of  years  in  Chatham  township.  At  the  present 
time  Joseph  P.  Rice  is  a  resident  of  Lodi  and 
is  operating  a  saw  mill.  His  plant  is  largely 
engaged  in  sawing  hardwood  timber  for  build- 
ing material  and  in  the  manufacture  of  fruit, 
potato  and  celery  crates,  the  latter  being  turned 
out  in  wholesale  lots  of  from  forty  to  fifty 
thousand  pieces.  It  is  one  of  the  prosperous 
establishments  of  Lodi. 

Grover  C.  Rice  graduated  from  the  Lodi 
high  school  in  1903,  after  which  he  entered  the 
Western  Reserve  College  at  Cleveland  and 
graduated  therefrom  in  1907  with  high  stand- 
ing. Mr.  Rice  at  once  located  at  Lodi  for 
practice,  and  is  already  well  established  in  his 
profession.  In  1908  he  married  Miss  Grace 
E.  Dean,  daughter  of  D.  H.  Dean,  a  prosperous 
and  respected  citizen  of  LaFayette  township, 
this  county. 

Solomon  Ostrander,  a  soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  was  born  in  Glenn,  Montgomery  county, 
New  York,  February  26,  1828.  He  was  the 
son  of  Solomon  Ostrander,  Sr.,  and  ranked 
eighth  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  Mr. 
Ostrander  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Glenn,  and  at  an  early  age 
began  working  on  a  farm,  continuing  that 
occupation  most  of  his  life.  He  was  married 
in  Charleston,  New  York,  February  2^,  1850, 
to  Margaret  Williamson.  She  was  born  in 
Glenn,  Montgomery  county,  New  York,  Julv 
25,  1830,  and  died  in  Leroy,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  November  24,  1890.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ostrander  were  born  seven  children :  Melissa, 
born  in  Glenn,  Montgomery  county,  New 
York,  July  29,  1851.  was  twelve  years  a 
teacher  and  married  Henry  Johnson,  of  Men- 
tor, Ohio.  She  died  in  1888.  Charles  Henry, 
born  in  Glenn,  Montgomery  county.  New 
York,  September  3,  1853,  now  resides  in 
Thompson,  Ohio,  and  is  a  farmer  and  sheep 
exhibitor.  George  Lavett  was  born  in  Con- 
cord, Erie  county.  New  York,  June  17.  1856. 
Lucelia  Florette  was  born  in  Concord,  Erie 
county,  New  York,  October  10,  1858.  She 
married  Mr.  Scott  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Nebraska.     Elmer  Ellsworth,  born  in  Leroy 


May  31,  1861,  was  married  to  Caroline  Mar- 
kell.  He  is  a  farmer  now  living  in  Leroy. 
William  Grant  was  bom  in  Leroy  May  31, 
1866.  He  married  Elva  Whipple  and  is  a 
farmer  in  Leroy.  Margaret  lona  was  born  in 
Leroy  April  17,  1868.  She  married  James 
Shiland,  a  railroad  conductor,  and  is  a  resident 
of  Painesville. 

In  1854  Mr.  Ostrander  moved  his  family  to 
Concord,  New  York.  There  he  became  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  for  about  five  years.  In  1859  he 
came  to  Leroy,  Ohio.  Here  he  purchased  a 
small  farm  and  lived  on  it  the  remainder  of 
his  life  except  the  last  two  years,  which  he 
spent  with  his  son  William.  For  a  while  he 
carried  on  a  meat  business  with  his  farming. 

When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  opened  Mr. 
Ostrander  left  his  family  and  responded  to 
Lincoln's  call  for  troops.  He  joined  the  Four- 
teenth Ohio  Battery  and  stayed  with  them 
until,  in  front  of  Atlanta,  Georgia,  he  was 
wounded.  While  standing  with  his  back  to  the 
port  hole  and  his  right  hand  on  the  wheel  of 
the  gun  carriage,  a  ten-pound  parrot  shell 
struck  the  wheel  just  below  his  hand,  a  piece 
of  the  shell  striking  his  right  leg  just  below 
the  knee.  His  right  side  was  paralyzed  for 
over  a  year,  and  he  was  unable  to  walk  for 
about  two  years.  Mr.  Ostrander  was  taken  to 
Cleveland  Hospital,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war 
discharged.  Before  wounded  he  saw  much 
active  service  and  fought  in  many  important 
battles.  Most  of  the  time  the  battery  was  with 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Ostrander  has  been  a  lifelong  church 
worker.  Early  in  life  he  joined  the  Methodist 
church  and  remained  with  the  church  his  whole 
life.  While  living  in  Glenn,  New  York,  he 
began  the  work  of  organizing  Sunday  schools, 
and  continued  to  carry  on  the  same  work  in 
Leroy.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  superin- 
tendent of  the  Brakeman  church  Sunday 
school.  After  a  short  sickness,  Solomon  Os- 
trander died  on  November  24,  1905,  at  the 
home  of  his  son  William. 

Gkorgk  L.  Ostrander,  a  resident  of  Lerov 
township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  was  born  June 
17,  1856,  in  the  township  of  Concord,  Erie 
county.  New  York.  He  is  a  son  of  Solomon 
and  Margaret  (Williamson)  Ostrander  and  a 
grandson  of  Solomon,  Sr.  On  March  3.  1859, 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  Leroy. 

Mr.  Ostrander  received  his  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  also  attended  a  few  terms 
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of  select  school.  At  the  early  age  of  twelve 
he  began  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world, 
working  that  year  on  a  farm  in  New  York. 
Upon  returning  to  Ohio  he  worked  succes- 
sively as  a  farm  hand,  express  agent,  and  for 
a  time  was  a  fireman  on  the  Lake  Shore  Rail- 
road. In  1880  Mr.  Ostrander  began  business 
for  himself  by  purchasing  an  interest  in  a 
threshing  outfit,  which  he  successfully  oper- 
ated for  eight  years.  In  the  spring  he  also 
carried  on  the  business  of  engrafting  fruit 
trees,  making  trips  into  New  York,  Massa- 
chusetts, Indiana  and  Michigan. 

On  October  15,  1884,  George  L.  Ostrander 
was  married  to  Gertrude  Mary  Mason.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Caroline 
(Nichols)  Mason,  and  was  born  in  the  house 
where  she  now  lives,  October  29,  1864.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Perry  township,  January 
25,  1 82 1,  and  died  December  22,  1892,  in  his 
seventy-second  year.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Damaris  (Howies)  Mason,  who  came 
from  Connecticut  about  1810.  Hiram  Mason 
was  married  March  28,  1850,  and  two  years 
later  moved  to  Leroy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mason  were  born  four  children :  Frank  Esther, 
who  married  Albert  L.  Searl,  of  Leroy ;  Vx^A- 
erick,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  Paincsville ; 
Clara^  who  married  John  Butler,  of  Leroy ;  and 
Gertrude  Mary,  Mrs.  Ostrander.  Mrs.  Alason 
was  born  in  Coventry,  New  York,  October  8, 
1825,  and  died  January  11,  1895.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ostrander  were  born  three  children: 
Ralph  Mason,  born  July  6,  1886,  is  now  a  stu- 
dent in  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan;  Ellen  (jertrude.  born  April  i, 
1888,  is  a  teacher  in  Painesville;  Ethel  Mary, 
born  July  24,  1892,  is  now  a  senior  in  Paines- 
ville high  school. 

In  1886  Mr.  Ostrander  purchased  a  small 
farm  in  Leroy  and  began  to  grow  potatoes 
and  breed  live  stock.  lUit  in  a  few  years  he 
found  the  farm  too  small  for  his  growing  busi- 
ness, and  in  1895  purchased  the  old  .\Iason 
homestead  from  the  heirs  of  Hiram  Mason. 
Since  then  he  has  been  steadily  increasing  his 
business  as  a  potato  grower  and  breeder  of 
live  stock.  He  has  made  many  improvements 
on  the  old  farm,  clearing,  up  many  acres  of 
woodland,  and  in  1907  built  a  large  barn.  One 
of  the  historic  features  of  the  place  is  the  old 
original  house,  which  is  used  as  a  granary. 

Mr.  Ostrander  is  member  of  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  also  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has 
always  been  a  public-spirited  citizen.    In  poli- 


tics he  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served  a  num- 
ber of  terms  as  trustee  of  the  town  and  filled 
many  positions  of  honor  in  his  party  organi- 
zation. Mr.  Ostrander  was  the  first  man  that 
ever  circulated  a  petition  in  Lake  county  for 
a  state  macadam  road  and  has  been  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  movement  for  better  roads. 

John  E.  Shaw,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  ener- 
getic middle  age.  whose  homestead  is  near 
Leroy,  Medina  county:  an  intelligent  citizen 
who  lakes  a  lively  interest  and  a  useful  part 
in  local  and  county  affairs,  John  E.  Shaw  is  a 
progressive  member  of  an  American  commu- 
nity of  the  most  advanced  agricultural  ty[)e. 
1  le  is  a  native  of  the  county  to  whose  j)rogress 
he  has  decidedly  contributed,  lx)rn  in  West- 
field  township  January  22,  1858,  son  of  Ben- 
jamin and  I^^leanor  (Lyons)  Shaw.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  New  York,  born  December 
J,  181 5,  and  the  mcjlhcr  was  a  native  of  Jeffer- 
son county,  C)hi(j,  born  December  23,  1820. 
The  Shaw  family  moved  from  Jefferson  coun- 
ty, ( )hi(),  to  LaP^ayette  township,  Medina  coun- 
ty, where  the  homestead  was  established  for 
some  years.  Benjamin  Shaw  tlien  sold  his  farm 
and  bought  120  acres  in  VVestfield  township, 
to  which  he  afterward  added  until  lie  pos- 
sessed an  estate  of  285  acres,  which  he  devc.^ted 
to  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  On  this 
farm  and  fine  homestead  the  iiilclligent.  affec- 
tionate and  Christian  father  died  December 
2*],  1872.  His  widow  survived  him  mcjre  than 
thirty-five  years,  joining  him  in  the  mysteries 
of  the  beyond  May  6,  1908,  in  her  eighty- 
seventh  year.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  six  are  living,  namely: 
Emeretta;  Millard  V.,  who  resides  in  Oregon; 
Ora  E.,  Benjamin  F.,  Mary  E.  and  John  IC,  of 
this  sketch.    Elvina  E.  died  January  10,  1909. 

Mr.  Shaw's  first  education  was  of  the  dis- 
trict-school variety,  this  being  supplemented 
by  attendance  at  the  Leroy  public  school.  He 
finally  reached  such  a  grade  of  scholarship 
that  he  commenced  teaching  in  winter,  si)end- 
ing  his  .summers  in  farm  work.  His  first  inde- 
pendent agricultural  operations  were  conduct- 
ed on  a  tract  of  land  which  he  rented  from  his 
mother  in  the  southwestern  part  of  VVestfield 
township.  In  1893  he  moved  to  his  present 
eighty-acre  farm  near  Leroy.  whose  sub- 
stantial buildings,  modern  machinery  and  gen- 
eral up-to-date  appearance  are  primarily  at- 
tributable to  Mr.  Shaw's  industry  and  good 
business  management.  He  is  an  honored  mem- 
ber of  the  Medina  Agricultural  Society  and 
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is  a  leading  Republican  and  citizen  of  his  lo- 
cality. In  the  Masonic  order  he  is  specially 
identified  with  Harrisville  Lodge,  No.  137,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M. ;  Medina  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  council.  Mr.  Shaw  is 
not  only  thoroughly  informed  in  the  matters 
which  concern  his  immediate  interests  and  lo- 
cality, but  is  well  versed  on  subjects  of  general 
scope,  and  is  a  man  whose  moral  stamina  is 
as  high  as  his  intellectual.  In  1882  he  married 
Miss  Ella  F.  King,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Katherine  (Allen)  King,  who  has  borne  him 
three  children :  Claude  E.,  who  now  resides  in 
Spokane,  Washington ;  Ina  L.,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Dauldin  University;  and  Cyril  D.,  at 
home. 

William  H.  Beebe. — There  is  no  one  factor 
which  so  well  determines  and  designates  the 
status  and  stability  of  a  community  as  the  ex- 
tent and  character  of  its  banking  institutions, 
and  in  this  regard  the  financial  stability  of  the 
city  of  Ravenna  has  been  maintained  by  banks 
of  ample  capital,  reinforced  by  conservative 
management  and  by  the  enlistment  of  the  capi- 
talistic and  executive  support  of  citizens  of  the 
highest  and  most  representative  character.  The 
Second  National  Bank  of  Ravenna  holds  pres- 
tige as  one  of  the  substantial  and  popular 
financial  institutions  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  of  the  same  the  able  cashier  is  he  whose 
name  initiates  this  paragraph  and  who  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  figures  in 
the  banking  circles  of  this  favored  section  of 
the  Buckeye  commonwealth. 

William  Horace  Beebe  is  a  native  of  the 
city  in  which  he  now  maintains  his  home,  as 
he  was  born  in  Ravenna  on  October  19,  1841. 
and  he  is  not  only  a  scion  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  but 
also  of  one  which  was  founded  in  New  Eng- 
land, that  cradle  of  much  of  our  national  his- 
tory, in  the  colonial  epoch.  He  is  a  son  of 
Horace  Y.  and  Augusta  (Coolman)  Beebe. 
Horace  Young  Beebe  was  born  in  New  Lond- 
on, Connecticut,  and  was  a  son  of  Alvin 
Beebe,  who  likewise  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut and  who  passed  the  closing  years  of  his  life 
in  East  Haddam,  that  state.  Horace  Y.  Beebe 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  state, 
whence,  as  a  young  man,  he  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  and  he  became  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Portage  county.  He  finally  took  up 
his  residence  in  Ravenna,  which  was  then  a 
small  village,  and  he  had  much  to  do  with  the 
material  and  civic  development  of  this  pros- 


perous and  attractive  little  city,  in  whose  wel- 
fare he  maintained  an  abiding  interest.  He 
was  the  second  man  to  hold  the  position  of 
passenger  conductor  on  the  Cleveland  &  Pitts- 
burg Railroad,  and  rendered  efficient  service 
in  public  offices.  He  was  appointed  deputy 
county  clerk  under  George  Kirkham  and  later 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  county  clerk,  in 
which  he  served  for  many  years  and  with 
marked  efficiency.  He  served  as  assessor  of 
internal  revenue  for  the  Nineteenth  district  un- 
der Mr.  Lincoln.  He  was  well  known  through- 
out the  county,  was  influential  in  public  affairs 
and  ever  commanded  unequivocal  confidence 
and  esteem  in  the  community  which  so  long 
represented  his  home.  In  politics  he  originally 
gave  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party,  but 
he  transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Repub- 
lican party  at  the  time  of  its  inception  and 
exercised  his  franchise  in  support  of  its  first 
presidential  candidate.  General  John  C.  Fre- 
mont. He  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  conven- 
tion held  in  Chicago  in  1861,  and  was  one  of 
five  delegates  from  Ohio  who  were  responsible 
for  the  nomination  of  Lincoln.  He  also  attend- 
ed the  inauguration  of  Lincoln.  The  train  bear- 
ing Lincoln  passed  through  Ravenna  and  Mr. 
Beebe  was  invited  by  him  to  accompany  the 
party  to  Washington.  Mr.  Beebe  was  affiliated 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  zealous  mem- 
bers of  the  Universalist  church.  He  continued 
to  reside  in  Ravenna  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  seventy  years,  and  his  name  has  an  endur- 
ing place  on  the  roster  of  the  honored  pioneers 
of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 

Mrs.  Augusta  (Coolman)  Beebe,  mother  of 
him  whose  name  introduces  this  article,  was 
born  in  Shalersville,  Portage  county,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Polly  (Burroughs) 
Coolman,  who  were  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Portage  county,  having  come  hither 
from  New  York,  and  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  son  of  William  Coolman,  who  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  with  General  Shaler  prior 
to  the  opening  of  the  nineteenth  century  and 
before  the  admission  of  Ohio  to  the  Union. 
Mrs.  Augusta  Beebe  was  fifty-eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  her  demise,  and  she  is  held 
in  reverent  memory  bv  all  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  her  gracious  and  gentle  influence.  Of 
the  two  children  the  subject  of  this  re\new  is 
the  elder,  and  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  D.  M. 
Clewell,  of  Ravenna. 

William  Horace  Beebe  gained  his  prelimi- 
nary education  in  the  public  schools  of  Ra- 
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venna  and  later  continued  his  studies  in  his- 
toric old  Hiram  College,  of  which  the  late 
lamented  General  James  A.  Garfield  later  be- 
came president.  At  the  time  of  Mr.  Beebe's 
attendance  in  this  institution  it  was  known  as 
the  Eclectic  Institute.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
vears  he  initiated  his  connection  with  the  line 
of  enterprise  along  which  it  has  been  his  to  at- 
tain to  distinctive  success  and  prestige.  At  the 
age  noted  he  became  teller  in  the  banking 
house  of  Robinson,  King  &  Co.,  of  Ravenna, 
and  he  entered  upon  this  incumbency  on  May 
I,  i860.  During,  the  long  intervening  years 
he  has  been  constantly  identified  with  banking 
interests  in  his  native  city,  and  none  in  the 
county  has  more  distinctive  prestige  and  popu- 
larity in  this  important  field  of  enterprise.  In 
1864  he  was  the  prime  factor  in  bringing  about 
the  organization  of  the  Second  National  Bank 
of  Ravenna,  which  was  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  $52,000  and  of  which  he  has 
served  as  cashier  from  the  inception — a  period 
of  nearly  half  a  century.  It  is  also  interesting 
to  record  that  during  this  long  period  of  forty- 
five  years  the  bank  has  conducted  its  business 
in  the  same  offices  which  it  secured  at  the  time 
of  initiating  its  operations.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  institution  is  now  $150,000,  and  the  bank 
has  maintained  an  impregnable  hold  upon  the 
confidence  and  support  of  the  people  of  Por- 
tage county,  where  its  business  is  fixed  upon 
the  most  substantial  basis  and  is  of  wide  scope 
and  representative  order.  Mr.  Beebe  has  given 
of  his  splendid  executive  ability  arid  intimate 
experience  to  the  upbuilding  of  this  fine  old 
institution,  and  to  him  is  largely  due  its  pro- 
nounced success  and  precedence.  He  is  one  of 
the  principal  stockholders  in  the  bank,  and  the 
other  executive  officers  are:  Charles  G.  Bent- 
ley,  president,  and  A.  C.  Williams,  vice  presi- 
dent. The  personnel  of  the  directorate  in- 
cludes besides  the  officers  mentioned  other  rep- 
resentative citizens  and  substantial  capitalists 
of  Portage  county. 

Mr.  Beebe  has  ever  shown  a  loyal  interest 
in  all  that  has  concerned  the  welfare  and  prog- 
ress of  his  native  city,  and  as  a  citizen  has 
been  animated  by  distinctive  public  spirit.  He 
has  lent  his  influence  and  co-operation  in  the 
promotion  of  measures  and  enterprises  tend- 
ing to  advance  the  material  and  civic  interests 
of  Ravenna,  and  though  he  has  never  held 
public  office  save  that  of  member  of  the  city 
council,  of  which  he  was  incumbent  for  several 
years,  he  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  the  principles 
and  policies  for  which  the  Republican  party 
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stands  sponsor.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men  and 
the  Royal  Arcanum.  Of  the  latter  he  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  Grand  Council  for  twenty- 
three  years,  and  he  served  in  the  supreme  coun- 
cil seven  years. 

In  the  year  1864  was  recorded  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Beebe  to  Miss  Ella  Reeves,  who  was 
born  in  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Harriet  Reeves,  who 
came  to  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  when  Mrs. 
Beebe  was  a  child  and  who  there  passed  the 
residue  of  their  lives. 

WiLBERT  W.  Rogers,  who  was  engaged  in 
farming  and  the  milk  business  for  many  years 
previous  to  becoming  identified  with  the  rural 
mail  service  out  of  Lodi,  Medina  county,  is  a 
native  of  Harrisville  township,  born  on  the  old 
Rogers  homestead  October  16,  1857.  The 
history  of  the  family  in  the  state  goes  back  to 
1810,  when  the  grandfather  of  Wilbert  W., 
Isaac  Rogers,  brought  his  wife  (nee  Ann 
Brainard)  from  his  native  Connecticut  and, 
with  their  family,  located  in  Ohio.  The  exact 
date  of  coming  to  Harrisville  township  is  not 
known,  although  it  is  certain  that  it  antedated 
the  war  of  18 12.  The  Western  Reserve  at  that 
time  was  largely  a  forest  swarming  with  wild 
beasts  and  hostile  Indians — that  is,  their  friend- 
ship was  not  proof  against  the  seductions  of 
domestic  meat  animals  and  desirable  pro- 
visions. Between  the  thieving  savages,  the 
thieving  beasts  and  the  general  scarcity  of  do- 
mestic comforts,  the  pioneers  of  those  years 
suflFered  the  times  which  try  the  souls  of  both 
men  and  women.  The  Rogers  were  made  of 
the  right  stuff,  however.  A  space  for  the  log 
cabin  was  cleared,  the  house  thrown  together, 
the  family  installed,  and,  with  the  expansion 
of  the  clearing  from  year  to  year,  the  farm  in- 
creased in  productiveness  and  the  homestead 
was  stably  fixed  in  Harrisville  township.  Sher- 
man B.  Rogers,  the  son,  was  born  in  this  forest 
cabin  on  September  4,  1829,  and  his  wife  (nee 
Parmelia  Dean)  was  also  a  native  of  Medina 
county,  born  in  1837,  being  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Sophronia  Dean,  early  settlers  of 
Lafayette  township.  They  were  married  Au- 
gust 26,  185 1,  and  after  residing  in  the  latter 
township  for  six  years  moved  to  Harrisville 
township,  where  Sherman  B.  Rogers  pur- 
chased eighty  of  the  400  acres  then  comprising 
the  old  homestead.  On  this  tract  he  farmed 
and  raised  livestock  until  a  short  time  before 
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his  death,  which  occurred  at  Lodi  June  30, 
1903.  The  deceased  served  two  terms  as  com- 
missioner of  Medina  county  and  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

W.  W.  Rogers  spent  his  boyhood  on  this 
farm,  as  an  only  child,  being  sent  to  the  dis- 
trict school  in  winter  and  given  the  usual  train- 
ing of  a  farmer's  son  in  the  working  months 
of  summer.  Later  he  obtained  more  sys- 
tematic schooling,  completed  the  high  school 
course  at  Lodi,  and  remained  on  the  home 
place  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
On  December  18,  1877,  Mr.  Rogers  married 
Miss  Jane  M.  Gilbert,  daughter  of  Alfred  and 
Mary  (Gilley)  Gilbert,  remaining  on  the  farm 
until  1896,  when  he  moved  to  Lodi  and  en- 
gaged in  the  sale  of  milk,  in  the  meantime  rent- 
ing his  place.  He  had  erected  a  slate-roofed 
barn,  eighty-two  by  twenty-eight  feet,  with  a 
large  wing,  and  had  made  other  improvements 
which  made  the  farm  a  most  desirable  place. 
In  October,  1903,  he  was  appointed  a  carrier 
on  Rural  Route  No.  i,  which  he  still  holds, 
having  retired  from  farming  entirely.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilbert  W.  Rogers  are  the  parents 
of  the  following:  Lillian  B.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Ray  C.  Howe,  an  engineer  of  the  Anaconda 
(Montana)  copper  mines,  and  Alfred  B. 
Rogers,  who  is  superintendent  of  a  smelting 
gang  connected  with  the  same. 

Alvin  R.  Clapp,  who  is  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  farmers  and  leading  citizens  of 
Chatham  township,  Medina  county,  was  born 
on  the  old  family  homestead  in  that  section  of 
the  Western  Reserve  March  12,  1843.  He  is 
a  son  of  Levi  L.  and  Lucinda  (House)  Clapp, 
both  born  at  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  the 
father  June  15,  1810,  and  the  mother  Novem- 
ber 16,  181 2.  The  American  ancestors  of  the 
family  emigrated  from  England  on  the  ship 
*'Mary  and  John"  in  the  early  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  and  first  established  them- 
selves in  the  Old  Bay  Colony.  The  paternal 
grandparents,  Ira  and  Judith  (Wild)  Clapp, 
were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  their  son, 
Levi  L.,  moved  from  Chesterfield,  that  state, 
to  Chatham  township,  Medina  county,  arriving 
there  April  15,  1833.  The  head  of  the  family 
purchased  180  acres  of  land  in  the  forests  of 
that  locality,  at  five  dollars  an  acre,  made  a 
sufficient  clearing  for  a  small  log  house  and, 
with  its  completion,  moved  his  family  into  it. 
While  the  husband  was  actively  extending  this 
clearing,  grubbing  stumps  and  cultivating,  his 
land,  the  wife  was  teaching  school  and  per- 


forming the  many  and  ceaseless  duties  which 
devolved  upon  the  pioneer  mother  and  her  in- 
creasing family.  With  his  farming  Levi  L. 
Clapp  also  engaged  in  stock  raising,  the  ranges 
in  those  days  being  as  free  as  in  the  early  days 
of  the  great  west.  As  his  means  accumulated 
he  raised  the  area  of  his  farm  to  400  acres, 
which  he  thoroughly  cultivated  and  stocked 
with  high  grades  of  cattle,  hogs,  sheep  and 
horses.  He  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm 
until  his  death,  December  5,  1884,  his  wife 
surviving  him  for  more  than  two  decades  and 
finally  dying  June  i,  1905,  at  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-three.  Mrs.  Levi  Clapp  was  a  woman 
of  high  and  strong  character,  being  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Colonel  Thomas  Knowlton,  who 
served  throughout  the  greater  portion  of  the 
Revolutionary  war  as  a  commissioned  colonel 
under  Washington  and  who  was  commander 
of  the  famous  Knowlton  Rangers  of  history. 
She  became  the  mother  of  three  sons  and  a 
daughter,  as  follows:  Amasa  L.,  who  after 
serving  in  the  Civil  war,  became  a  very  suc- 
cessful grain  dealer ;  Julia  M.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Alvin  Dyer,  a  captain  of  the  Civil  war ; 
George  T.,  who  was  a  merchant  for  many 
years  and  also  served  in  the  Civil  war;  and 
Alvin  R.,  of  this  sketch. 

Alvin  R.  Clapp  was  educated  in  the  district 
school  of  Chatham  township  and  remained 
upon  the  old  farm  until  the  death  of  his  father 
in  1884.  On  November  25,  1868,  he  married 
Miss  Martha  Talbott,  of  Chatham  township, 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Cynthia  (Reynolds) 
Talbott,  earlv  settlers  of  Medina  county.  After 
his  marriage  he  settled  on  a  portion  of  the  old 
Clapp  homestead,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1884  he  purchased  the  interests  of 
the  other  heirs.  His  present  farm  consists  of 
313  acres,  which  is  well  cultivated  and  stocked 
with  high  grade  cattle,  horses,  hogs  and  sheep 
— the  last  named  consisting  largely  of  the  De- 
laine breed  so  noted  both  for  its  wool  and  mut- 
ton qualities. 

Mr.  Clapp  is  not  only  recognized  as  a  highly 
successful  farmer  and  stockman  but  as  an  able 
factor  in  business  and  a  leader  in  public  affairs. 
1  le  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Ex- 
change National  Bank  at  Lodi,  Ohio;  is  also 
treasurer  of  Chatham  township  and  has  served 
as  trustee  for  the  last  fourteen  years.  In  poli- 
tics he  has  been  an  unvarying  Republican,  and 
as  a  citizen  and  a  man  is  universally  respected 
for  his  ability  and  sterling  traits  of  character. 
To  add  to  his  other  strong  points  Mr.  Clapp 
is  the  father  of  four  fine  sons:  Edward  L..  a 
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locomotive  engineer  on  the  Denver  &  Rio 
Grande  Railroad;  Charles  B.,  a  druggist  of 
Akron,  Ohio;  Dr.  Clyde  A.,  a  leading  phy- 
sician of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  Ernest  T., 
who  assists  his  father  on  the  home  farm. 

William  Haskell. — A  veteran  agricultur- 
ist of  Lake  county,  William  Haskell  has  met 
with  much  success  in  his  farming  operations 
and  holds  high  rank  among  the  respected  and 
valued  citizens  of  Concord.  A  native  of  this 
county,  he  was  born  November  28,  1830,  in 
Mentor,  a  son  of  Foster  Haskell,  coming  from 
pioneer  stock. 

Jesse  Haskell,  grandfather  of  William,  lived 
for  a  time  at  Sacketts  Harbor,  New  York,  while 
there  building  a  boat  in  which  he  and  his  fam- 
ily sailed  across  Lake  Ontario,  from  there 
hiring  a  team  to  take  the  boat,  household  goods 
and  family  to  Lake  Erie.  He  intended  to  lo- 
cate  at  the  mouth  of  Raisin  river,  but  the  sav- 
ages proved  very  hostile,  one  Indian  saying, 
"Three  moons  we  kill  all  white  folks,"  so  he 
continued  his  journey  down  the  lake  to  Grand 
river,  landing:  at  Fairport  in  18 12.  A  sound 
•of  heavy  thunder  was  heard  and  a  black  cloud 
apparently  overhung  them,  but  the  noise,  how- 
ever, and  the  cloud  proved  to  be  the  sound  and 
smoke  of  that  famous  battle  in  which  the  gal- 
lant Commodore  Perry  won  his  great  victory, 
the  scene  of  the  conflict  being  sixty  miles 
away.  Subsequently  locating  in  Lake  county, 
Jesse  Haskell,  who  had  a  land  warrant,  set- 
tled at  Kirtland,  but  soon  found  that  he  had 
taken  possession  of  the  wrong  tract  of  land. 
He  then  settled  at  Skinner's  Landing  on  Grand 
river,  on  the  property  now  occupied  by  U.  S. 
lireed,  it  being  a  mile  north  of  Painesville. 
He  cleared  a  farm  from  the  forest,  and  lived 
there  until  his  death  at  a  good  old  age. 

Foster  Haskell  was  born  on  December  5, 
I79(),  in  Connecticut,  and  was  about  fourteen 
years  old  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Lake  county.  After  assisting  in  the  pioneer 
labor  of  clearing  a  homestead  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  for  a  few  years,  after 
which  he  bought  land  in  Mentor,  just  south  of 
the  present  site  of  the  Disciples  church.  Hope- 
ful, courageous  and  persevering,  he  succeeded 
in  inii)roving  a  homestead,  and  until  his  death, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  carpentering.  Prior  to  locating 
in  Mentor  he  lived  for  a  while  in  Concord, 
and  during  the  Mormon  excitement  was  work- 
ing for  Grandison  Newell,  who  ran  an  iron 
foundry.    Foster  Haskell  married,  about  i82«;. 


Polly  Huntoon,  who  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire in  J  808,  a  daughter  of  Scribner  Hun- 
toon, who  settled  in  Concord,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  in  18 17.  She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
eight  years.  Six  children  were  born  of  their 
union,  namely :  Riley,  an  expert  gunsmith  and 
a  fine  shot,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty  years ;  Cornelia,  widow  of  Alva  Daniel, 
lives  in  California;  William,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  George,  who  died  when  twenty- 
one  years  of  age ;  Emily,  who  lives  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  she  and  William  own;  and 
Albert,  who  lives  with  her. 

Remaining  on  the  home  farm  until  twenty 
years  old,  William  Haskell  received  an  excel- 
lent  training  in  the  various  branches  of  agri- 
culture. Beginning  then  to  cultivate  his  me- 
chanical talents  he  spent  three  years  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  working  with  Daniel  Storms, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  at  carpentering 
at  Bellevue  for  two  years.  Returning  then  to 
Lake  county,  he  followed  his  trade  for  twenty 
years,  being  employed  in  different  places.  In 
1 86 1  he  moved  to  his  present  farm,  the  old 
Mitchell  homestead,  where  he  has  since  been 
prosperously  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Haskell  married,  March  13,  1861,  Maria 
Mitchell,  the  only  child  of  Lyman  and  I'atty 
Mitchell,  the  marriage  ceremony  being  per- 
formed by  Rev.  Tribbe  in  Painesville,  Ohio. 
She  was  born  in  the  house  in  which  her  entire 
life  has  been  spent,  February  26,  1834.  Lyman 
Mitchell  was  born  in  Madison  county.  New 
York,  December  31,  1802,  and  came  to  Lake 
county  with  his  parents,  Lemuel  and  Patience 
Mitchell,  in  182 1  or  1822.  The  mother  died 
at  the  home  of  one  of  her  sons  a  few  years 
later.  On  October  18,  1826.  Lvman  Mitchell 
married  Martha  (commonly  called  Patty) 
Winchell,  who  was  born  March  22,  1804,  and 
his  brother  (jeorge  married  Alma  Winchell, 
they  being  daughters  of  Simeon  Winchell. 
Lyman  ^Iitchell  and  his  bride  began  house- 
keeping in  a  log  cabin,  and  ere  long  the  ring- 
ing strokes  of  his  axe  could  be  heard  as  he 
cleared  the  land.  He  labored  industriously, 
improving  a  good  farm,  and  about  1842  built 
the  house  in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  now 
live,  and  in  which  he  and  his  good  wife  spent 
their  last  years,  his  death  occurring  July  29, 
1867.  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  and  hers 
on  March  2^,  1895.  aged  ninety-one  years. 
After  coming,  to  the  Mitchell  homestead  to  live 
Mr.  Haskell  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade 
with  his  father-in-law  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  very  suddenly. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haskell  had  but  one  child,  a 
daughter  named  Martha.  She  married  F.  H. 
Murray  and  died  very  soon  after  the  birth  of 
her  only  child,  John  Haskell  Murray,  who  was 
born  in  the  old  Mitchell  house,  C3ctober  31, 
1895.  He  is  now  a  bright,  sturdy  lad  of  four- 
teen years,  the  pride  and  joy  of  his  grand- 
parents, with  whom  he  has  always  lived.  Mr. 
Haskell  is  a  straightforward  Republican  in 
politics,  and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
\''an  Buren.  He  has  filled  various  offices  of 
trust,  having  served  as  assessor,  trustee  and 
treasurer  of  the  township. 

E.  H.  Plank. — To  no  single  family  are  the 
infant  flouring  industries  of  northern  Ohio 
more  indebted  than  to  that  represented  by  E. 
H.  Plank,  proprietor  of  the  Lodi  Mill,  one  of 
the  best  conducted  plants  in  Medina  county. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  city  of  Wooster,  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  born  in  1884  and  is  a  son  of 
Hiram  Plank,  born  near  Plank  Mills,  same 
county,  October  4,  1837.  Father  and  son  have 
long  been  associated  in  business,  and  from  the 
earliest  annals  the  Planks  have  always  been 
millers.  The  grandfather,  Abraham  Plank, 
was  not  only  owner  of  the  mills  in  Wayne 
county,  but  at  different  times  was  interested 
in  the  business  in  Ashland  and  Richland  coun- 
ties. In  1854  the  Plank  Mills  near  Wooster 
were  burned,  and  as  the  grandfather  and 
father  had  established  the  mills  in  Ash- 
land county  they  turned  their  attention  to  them 
and  operated  them  for  some  years.  Hiram 
Plank,  the  father,  bought  the  Snow  Flake  Mill 
at  Wooster  with  his  brother  Abraham,  which 
they  operated  for  six  years.  Disposing  of  this 
he  moved  to  Galion,  Ohio,  purchased  the  plant 
at  that  point  and  became  associated  in  the 
flouring  business  under  the  name  of  Plank, 
Gray  &  Co.  This  connection  continued  for  a 
dozen  years.  In  1896  he  located  at  Lodi  and 
purchased  what  were  then  known  as  the 
Naggje  Flouring  Mills,  in  which  he  installed 
a  complete  roller  system  and  other  improved 
machinery,  bringing  the  daily  output  to  seven- 
ty-five barrels  of  superior  flour.  Of  late  years 
he  has  retired  from  the  most  active  part  of  the 
work,  in  favor  of  the  energetic  and  thor- 
oughly competent  representative  of  the  fam- 
ily industry,  E.  H.  Plank.  Mrs.  Hiram  Plank, 
who  was  Emma  Horn,  a  native  of  Wooster, 
Ohio,  was  the  mother  of  but  one  child,  E.  H. 
Plank. 

Mr.  Plank,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  educated  in  the  city  schools  of  Galion  and 


at  the  Lodi  high  school.  After  completing  his 
education  he  thoroughly  mastered  the  ances- 
tral trade  and  business  in  the  Lodi  Flouring 
Mill,  then  operated  by  his  father,  and  as  the 
latter  advanced  in  years  and  declined  in  health 
the  details  of  the  enterprise  have  devolved 
more  and  more  upon  the  younger  man.  Mr. 
Plank  has  now  full  charge  of  the  buying  and 
selling — in  fact,  of  the  entire  business,  his 
father's  long  and  practical  experience  making 
him  invaluable,  however,  as  an  advisory  part- 
ner. E.  H.  is  an  active  Mason  connected  with 
Harrisville  Lodge  No.  137,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and 
Lodi  Chapter  No.  465,  and  he  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  Lorain  Lodge  of  Benevolent  Protective 
Order  of  Elks.  He  is  sociable,  enterprising, 
public-spirited  and  both  a  substantial  and  ris- 
ing young  man.  In  1908  he  married  Miss 
Helen  Glass,  of  Lodi,  Ohio,  who  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  attractive  young  lady  and  a  welcome 
addition  to  the  social  circles  of  the  place. 

W.  J.  Shulenberger,  who  monopolizes  the 
livery  business  in  Lodi,  has  also  a  large  feed 
and  sale  stable,  and  is,  moreover,  a  sociable, 
straight-forward  and  enterprising  citizen.  He 
is  a  native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  was 
born  near  Smithville  on  July  23,  1864,  to  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Gilbert)  Shulenberger.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
mother  of  Ohio,  the  parents  of  the  latter  being 
early  settlers  of  Wayne  county.  The  maternal 
grandfather,  Enoch  Gilbert,  was  a  pioneer 
farmer  of  that  county.  John  Shulenberger,  the 
father,  resided  in  the  vicinity  of  Smithville 
from  his  early  manhood  until  his  death,  and 
the  children  of  his  familv  were :  Samuel  A. ; 
Henry  A.,  who  is  now  a  Smithville  physician ; 
William  Jay,  of  this  sketch;  and  Laverne  E., 
now  Mrs.  James  Merrill  and  a  resident  of 
West  Salem,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Shulenberger  received  a  district  school 
education  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  married 
Miss  Ella  M.  Gearhart,  of  Burbank,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mary  E.  (Elcock) 
Gearhart,  who  bore  him  four  children — 
Mary  E.,  Catherine  M.,  Jay  Gearhart  and 
Gladys,  the  last  named  meeting  her  death 
by  drowning.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Shulenberger  settled  at  Doylestown,  Ohio,  and 
resided  there  two  years,  then  moving  to  Lodi, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  implement  business  in 
connection  with  Seiberling  &  Miller,  manu- 
facturers of  binders  and  mowers.  He  was 
thus  employed  for  six  years.     While  engaged 
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in  that  line  he  perceived  the  good  local  field  for 
a  first-class  liverv  and  sale  stable  and,  in  con- 
nection  with  an  agricultural  implement  busi- 
ness, purchased  what  proved  the  basis  of  a  fine 
establishment.  Lodi  is  now  well  supplied  with 
buggies,  horses,  appropriate  funeral  outfits  and 
everything  else  pertaining  to  modern  livery. 
Its  genial  and  business-like  proprietor  has  a 
pleasant  residence  on  a  commanding  site,  and 
is  one  of  the  prosperous  and  leading  citizens 
of  Lodi. 

Calvin  M.  Fetzer. — Senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Fetzer  Brothers,  Lodi,  and  one  of  the 
leading  dealers  in  hardware  and  agricultural 
implements  in  Medina  county,  Calvin  M. 
Fetzer  is  a  native  of  the  county  named,  born 
in  Westfield  township  February  6,  1874.  He 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Julia  Ann  (Shook) 
Fetzer,  the  father  having  been  born  in  Milton 
township,  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  Christmas 
of  1837.  The  family  is  of  German  origin, 
Martin  Fetzer,  the  grandfather,  emigrating 
from  his  fatherland  when  quite  young  and 
marrying  a  Miss  Yonker.  In  1825  he  settled 
at  Canaan,  Wayne  county,  and  there  spent  his 
last  years  as  a  resident  of  Ohio.  The  father, 
Henry,  was  reared  on  the  Wavne  county  farm, 
received  a  district  school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  commenced  to  make  his  in- 
dependent pathway  in  agriculture  by  going  to 
Westfield  township,  Medina  county,  and  buy- 
ing a  farm  of  125  acres  near  Friendsville. 
There  he  engaged  in  general  farming,  always 
maintaining  a  good  flock  of  sheep;  erected  a 
comfortable  residence  and  good  outbuildings; 
bought  the  best  of  implements  and  machinery 
and  took  care  of  them,  and  left  no  stone  un- 
turned to  give  a  worthy  account  of  himself  and 
his  labors  as  a  farmer  and  a  worthy  citizen. 
Late  in  life  he  realized  such  a  safe  competency 
that  he  moved  from  his  farm  to  the  village  of 
Lodi,  where  he  is  now  living  in  a  pleasant 
home  with  his  wife.  The  oldest  of  his  three 
children,  Elmer,  is  deceased ;  Neuman  and  Cal- 
vin M.  are  business  partners. 

Calvin  ^L  Fetzer  received  his  education  in 
the  Lodi  public  schools  and  at  the  Leroy  high 
school,  beginning  his  business  career  in  1885 
as  an  associate  with  his  brother  Elmer.  Be- 
coming sole  proprietor  of  the  establishment, 
he  then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother. 
Xeuman  Fetzer,  in  the  operation  of  a  general 
store  at  Friendsville,  Medina  county,  which 
they  continued  until  1900.  After  disposing 
of  that  business  they  established  themselves  at 


Lodi  in  the  hardware  trade  under  the  style  of 
C.  M.  Fetzer  &  Brother,  which  remained  un- 
changed until  1908,  when  the  firm  became 
Fetzer  Brothers.  The  business  embraces  large 
dealings  in  shelf  hardware,  stoves,  tinware  and 
agricultural  implements,  and  is  firmly  estab- 
lished and  solidly  growing.  The  senior  mem- 
ber has  been  the  mainstay  of  the  house  for 
many  years,  with  his  brother  a  close  second. 
Calvin  M.  has  also  obtained  standing  as  a  lead- 
ing Democrat  of  his  locality  and  an  influential 
member  of  the  Lodi  city  council,  in  which  he 
has  served  for  two  terms.  As  an  active  sup- 
porter of  fraternalism,  he  is  identified  with 
Mound  Lodge  No.  845,  L  O.  O.  F.  In  1896 
he  married  Miss  Olivia  Burry,  of  Friendsville, 
a  native  of  Medina  county  and  daughter  of 
Frank  and  Ellen  (Unangst)  Burry,  well 
known  pioneers  of  Westfield  township.  The 
two  children  of  this  union  are  Harold  and 
Donald. 

Neuman  Fetzer  married  on  September  15, 
1906,  Miss  Emma  L.  Brown,  a  daughter  of 
H.  G.  Brown,  of  Pleasant  Home,  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Ohio. 

Edwin  W.  Marvin. — It  is  a  matter  of  satis- 
faction to  accord  representation  in  this  publi- 
cation to  a  large  contingent  of  native  sons  of 
the  Western  Reserve  who  have  here  attained 
to  success  along  various  avenues  of  normal 
business  activity,  and  of  this  number  is  Mr. 
Marvin,  who  is  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness in  his  native  city  of  Ravenna,  and  who 
is  also  incumbent  of  the  offices  of  township  and 
city  clerk, — preferments  that  well  indicate  the 
confidence  in  which  he  is  held  in  the  com- 
munity and  likewise  bespeak  his  personal  popu- 
larity. 

Mr.  Marvin  was  born  in  Ravenna,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  on  November  13,  1875,  and  is 
now  known  as  one  of  the  representative  busi- 
ness men  of  the  younger  generation  in  his 
native  city.  He  is  a  son  of  John  S.  and  Sarah 
(Woodruff)  Marvin,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  the  state  of  Connecticut,  a  scion  of  an 
old  and  honored  New  England  family,  and  the 
latter  of  whom  was  likewise  born  in  the  stanch 
little  Nutmeg  state.  John  S.  Marvin  came  to 
Portage  county  about  the  year  1855,  when  a 
young  man,  and  he  eventually  became  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  Ravenna,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  shoe  business  for  a  number 
of  years  and  where  he  later  built  up  a  large 
and  successful  enterprise  as  a  retail  dealer  in 
lumber  and  building  supplies.  He  was  a  citizen 


1676 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


of  marked  public  spirit  and  of  progressive 
ideas,  and  he  ever  commanded  the  uniform 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community  which 
represented  his  for  nearly  half  a  century.  His 
political  support  was  given  to  the  Republican 
party,  he  was  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, and  both  he  and  his  w^ife  held  member- 
ship in  the  Universalist  church,  in  whose  work 
they  were  actively  concerned  for  many  years. 
Mrs.  Marvin  was  a  child  at  the  time  of  her 
parents'  immigration  from  Connecticut  to 
Ohio,  and  the  family  located  in  Rootstown 
township,  Portage  county,  where  her  father 
became  a  prosperous  farmer  and  where  she 
was  reared  and  educated.  She  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  January,  1896,  and  her 
husband  did  not  long  survive  her,  as  his  death 
occurred  in  January,  1898.  They  became  the 
parents  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters  who 
attained  to  maturity,  and  of  the  number  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living,  the 
subject  of  this  review  having  been  the  fifth  in 
order  of  birth. 

Edwin  W.  Marvin  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational training  in  the  public  schools  of  Ra- 
venna, and  fully  availed  himself  of  the  excel- 
lent advantages  thus  aflForded.  After  leaving 
school  he  assisted  his  father  in  his  business 
affairs  for  a  number  of  years,  after  which  he 
engaged  in  the  bakery  business,  in  which  he 
continued  about  two  years.  In  1904  he  estab- 
lished a  general  insurance  agency  in  Ravenna, 
and  in  this  field  of  enterprise  he  has  since  con- 
tinued. He  is  local  representative  for  a  num- 
ber of  the  best  known  and  most  popular  fire 
and  life  insurance  companies,  and  as  an  under- 
writer has  built  up  a  large  and  substantial 
business. 

Mr.  Marvin  has  been  a  most  enthusiastic 
worker  in  the  local  ranks  of  the  Republican 
party,  and  in  1907  he  was  elected  clerk  of 
Ravenna  township,  of  which  office  he  has  since 
continued  incumbent.  He  has  also  served  as 
city  clerk  since  1905,  and  in  both  of  these  po- 
sitions he  has  proved  himself  a  capable  and 
discriminating  executive,  having  the  details  of 
his  work  well  in  hand  at  all  times  and  having 
gained  the  hearty  commendation  of  his  official 
associates  as  well  as  the  general  public.  He 
is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Universalist  church  in 
their  home  citv. 

In  the  year  1897  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Marvin  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hartle- 
rodc,  daughter  of  Lawrence  Hartlerode,  a  rep- 


resentative citizen  of  Ravenna.    They  have  no 
children. 

Henry  Lawtox  Morrison. — Among  the 
earliest  settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve  was 
James  Morrison,  who  in  1806  came  from  Har- 
persfield.  New  York,  with  his  wife,  nee  Han- 
nah Lunn,  and  family  of  five  sons  and  four 
daughters.  He  purchased  four  or  five  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  situated  on  the  South  Ridge^ 
in  the  township  of  Geneva.  The  Morrisons 
were  of  Scotch  descent  and  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts. The  oldest  son,  James,  Jr.,  was  ac- 
companied to  Ohio  by  his  wife,  Susanna  Mc- 
Nutt,  and  his  little  son  Alexander.  The  wife, 
Susanna,  died  in  181 1,  and  Mr.  Morrison  mar- 
ried her  sister,  Sarah  McNutt.  To  them  was 
born  on  August  12,  1820,  a  son,  Henry  Law- 
ton  Morrison,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Life 
and  death  stood  side  by  side  in  the  humble 
home,  and  the  day  which  witnessed  the  son's 
life  saw  also  the  death  of  the  mother.  The 
little  babe  was  given  to  the  father's  sister 
Sarah,  wife  of  Abisha  Lawton,  and  in  their 
home  he  was  reared  with  wise  and  tender  care. 
Mr.  Morrison  has  written  of  them:  **To  their 
kindness  and  love  I  am  indebted  for  all  that 
I  have  been,  am  or  hope  to  be.  I  owe  them 
a  debt  that  can  never  be  estimated  or  repaid." 
His  boyhood  was  like  that  of  other  boys  of 
the  day;  work  was  abundant  and  pleasures 
few.  At  the  age  of  six  he  began  attending 
school  at  the  "Line  School  House,"  which 
stood  one-half  in  (ieneva  and  one-half  in  Say- 
brook,  about  a  mile  from  his  home.  In  his 
"Recollections,''  which  he  wrote  at  the  solici- 
tation of  his  children,  Mr.  Morrison  says : 
'*Thc  first  sentence  I  ever  read  was  in  'Web- 
ster's Spelling  Book,'  'Xo  man  can  put  off  the 
law  of  God.'  I  was  very  enthusiastic  over 
learning  to  read,  and  my  remembrance  is  that 
in  less  than  three  weeks  I  was  in  the  first 
class,  reading  in  the  'English  Reader.' 
*  *  "'  I  learned  the  multiplication  tables, 
and  to  add,  subtract  and  divide,  and  went  as 
far  in  'Daboll's  Arithmetic'  as  reduction,  be- 
fore 1  was  eight  years  of  age.  I  had  also  read 
the  Bible  through,  and  all  the  books  in  the 
house,  the  list  of  which  was  short,  namely  : 
The  Methodist  Discipline':  'Truth  indi- 
cated,' written  by  a  Quaker :  The  Foundling,' 
by  Fielding ;  The  Alemoirs  of  John  Lucking- 
ton.  a  London  Bookseller' :  a  few  stray  leaves 
of  The  Arabian  Xights'  and  of  a  book  called 
The  Prompter.'  " 

In  the  summer  of  1830  Mr.  Lawton  sold  the 
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farm  on  the  Ridge  and  bought  another  on 
the  North  Ridge,  about  three  and  one-half 
miles  farther  west.  On  this  farm  stood  a  new 
house,  the  first  brick  house  erected  in  Geneva. 
This  house,  still  standing,  is  now  quite  in  the 
heart  of  the  town.  In  1836  the  Lawtons 
moved  to  Ashtabula,  and  here  Mr.  Morrison 
began  the  mercantile  career  which,  with  the 
exception  of  a  year  or  two  spent  in  study,  he 
followed  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  A  list 
of  those  first  firms  for  whom  he  clerked  would 
recall  men  prominent  in  the  history  of  Ashta- 
bula. On  June  12,  1843,  the  new  firm  of  Root 
&  liarnes,  with  Mr.  Morrison  as  clerk,  began 
business  in  the  building,  still  standing  on  the 
same  ground,  now  known  as  181  Main  street. 
Here  Mr.  Morrison  remained  as  clerk,  part- 
ner and  proprietor  until  1892,  when,  with  his 
sons,  he  built  the  block  at  218-220-222  Main 
street. 

C  )n  October  7,  1846,  Mr.  Morrison  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nancy  Pamela  Castle,  daughter 
of  Daniel  and  Mary  Watrous  Castle,  a  union 
which  lasted  for  over  fifty-seven  years  and 
was  a  most  happy  one. 

Mr.  Morrison  firmlv  believed  that  everv 
citizen  owed  a  duty  to  the  town  in  which  he 
lived,  and  a  service  to  the  public.  Though  not 
an  office  seeker  he  accepted  those  that  came 
to  him  and  gave  to  the  discharge  of  such  du- 
ties all  the  diligence  and  judgment  that  he 
gave  to  his  own  affairs.  After  holding  sev- 
eral minor  offices,  he  was  elected  mayor  in 
1S57,  an  office  which  he  again  held  several 
times  at  later  dates.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education  from  the  inception  of  the 
pu])lic  school  system  in  1856,  until  1866.  He 
served  as  a  county  commissioner  froin  1875 
until  1879.  The  last  public  office  which  he 
held  was  that  of  councilman,  in  the  years  1896- 
1 8(^7- 1 898,  being  president  of  the  council  in 
i8(;7  and  1898,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
IVobably  Mr.  ^lorrison  did  no  greater  serv- 
ice to  Ashtabula  than  in  promoting  and  push- 
ing to  completion  the  Pittsburg,  Youngstown 
and  Ashtabula  Railroad.  Four  men  were  as- 
sociated in  this  work:  Henry  Hubbard,  Joseph 
1).  I  lulbert,  Amos  C.  Fisk  and  Henry  L.  Mor- 
rison. The  first  two  mentioned  were  already 
advanced  in  years,  and  the  active  work  fell 
upon  Mr.  T^isk  and  Mr.  Morrison.  Mr.  Mor- 
rison was  a  director  in  the  Niles  and  New 
Lislx)n  Railroad,  projected  in  1852,  but  never 
])uilt.  The  directorate  body  had  maintained 
its  organization  and  held  the  right  of  way, 
hoping  that  the  future  might  bring  favorable 


development;  but,  by  reason  of  the  Civil  war 
and  other  vicissitudes,  it  was  not  until  1869 
that  the  project  was  revived.  The  aid  of  Pitts- 
burg men  was  secured,  and  in  1870  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Pittsburg,  Youngstown  and 
Ashtabula  Railroad  was  elected,  of  which  Mr. 
Morrison  was  one,  an  office  which  he  held  until 
his  death.  From  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
board  at  that  time  we  quote  the  following: 

*'H.  L.  Alorrison  was  a  director  in  this  com- 
pany and  its  predecessor  companies  during  the 
entire  period  of  thirty-three  years  of  their  cor- 
porate existence,  beginning  in  1870  and  con- 
tinuing to  the  day  of  his  death.  Throughout 
this  long  service  he  has  been  faithful  in  at- 
tending the  meetings  of  the  board,  always  dis- 
playing keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany and  zeal  in  promoting  its  welfare,  his  un- 
failing, kind  heart  and  genial  manner  endeared 
him  to  his  associates  on  the  board,  who  will 
miss  him  for  his  personal  characteristics  no 
less  than  for  the  wisdom  of  his  counsel ;  and 
they  oflFer  to  his  family  a  sincere  expression 
of  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

S.  B.  Liggett, 
Secretary." 

Mr.  Morrison  was  a  member  of  the'  First 
Ijaptist  church,  and  the  church  held  a  foremost 
place  in  his  aflFections.  To  it  he  gave  liberally 
of  his  time  and  substance.  Regarding  his  per- 
sonal characteristics  it  can  be  said  he  was,  first 
of  all,  a  Christian,  possessing  in  a  rare  degree 
intense  honesty  of  purpose,  integrity  and  up- 
rightness ;  in  addition  he  had  the  well  balanced 
mind  and  sound  judgment  that  made  him  a 
wise  counsellor. 

To  the  end  of  his  long  life  he  retained  his 
wonderful  memorv,  and  articles  on  the  earlv 
history  of  Ashtabula  written  by  him  in  1901, 
at  the  solicitation  of  the  press,  were  not  only 
much  enjoyed  but  arc  cherished  in  many  scrap 
books  as  invaluable  records.  The  Ashtabula 
Beacon  Record,  which  jmblished  these  articles, 
said  of  them : 

"Beginning  tomorrow,  January  3.  1901,  the 
Beacon  Record  will  from  day  to  day  i)ublish 
a  series  of  articles  on  the  earlv  historv  of  Ash- 
tabula  and  her  pioneers  from  the  pen  of  Henry 
L.  Morrison.  Mr.  Morrison  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Ashtabula  for  sixty-five  years,  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public  af- 
fairs and  has  a  more  extensive  and  definite 
knowledge  of  the  history  of  Ashtabula  than 
any  other  person  living.  With  the  vast  fund 
of  data  at  hand,  and  the  clear  mind  and  ready 
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pen  of  the  author,  these  articles  will  not  only 
be  interesting  reading,  but  will  be  very  valu- 
able from  a  historical  point  of  view,  and  they 
will  be  greatly  enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  the 
readers  of  the  Beacon  Record.'* 

Mr.  Morrison^s  death  occurred  on  December 
II,  1903.  In  noting  this  event  the  same  paper 
said:  "Today  a  sadness  pervades  not  only  a 
home  bereaved,  but  the  entire  city,  whose  resi- 
dents share  in  an  inestimable  loss  in  the  pass- 
ing of  its  oldest  business  head  and  general 
benefactor,  Henry  L.  Morrison.  Well  might 
the  departed  be  regarded  as  one  of  Ashtabula's 
fathers,  to  whose  determined  efforts  in  its  early 
history  the  city  owes  much  of  its  present  con- 
dition of  thrift,  prosperity  and  promise.  He  was 
one  of  the  very  foundation  stones  in  the  up- 
building of  this  municipality,  and  future  gen- 
erations will  refer  with  pride  to  that  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  great  city  on  the  lake 
which  tells  of  this  one  of  its  pioneers.'' 

Charles  B.  Newton. — To  have  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  the  Western  Reserve  for 
thirty  years  and  to  have  maintained  high  pro- 
fessional prestige  is  the  record  of  Charles 
Bostwick  Newton,  now  a  representative  mem- 
ber of  the  bar  in  his  native  county.  He  resides 
at  Ravenna,  where  his  professional  headquar- 
ters are  located,  that  city  being  the  judicial 
center  of  Portage  county.  Besides  being  an 
able  attorney  and  a  loyal  citizen  Mr.  Newton 
is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  fami- 
lies, being  one  of  the  third  generation  of  the 
family  to  reside  in  the  Western  Reserve. 
Charles  B.  Newton  was  born  in  Franklin  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  Ohio,  April  11,  1855,  and 
is  a  son  of  Justin  B.  and  Eugenia  A.  (Bab- 
cock)  Newton. 

Justin  B.  Newton  was  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut, where  the  family  had  been  established  in 
colonial  davs,  and  was  a  son  of  Rufus  P.  New- 
ton,  also  a  native  of  that  state,  who  came  with 
his  family  to  the  Western  Reserve  about  1809, 
not  many  years  after  the  admission  of  Ohio  to 
the  Union.  He  settled  in  Portage  county,  lo- 
cating in  Franklin  township,  where  he  secured 
a  tract  of  wild  land,  much  of  which  he  re- 
claimed and  cultivated.  He  became  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of 
the  county,  and  built  up  a  good  business  deal- 
ing in  cattle,  which  he  bought  in  the  early  days 
and  drove  through  to  Philadelphia,  there  being 
then  no  railroads  or  shipping,  facilities  for  their 
transportation  otherwise,  j^istin  B.  Newton 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  Franklin  township. 


on  his  father's  farm,  and  accumulated  a  valu- 
able estate  in  the  community,  where  he  be- 
came an  influential  citizen  and  largely  identi- 
fied with  the  material  and  civic  advancement 
of  the  county.  He  was  a  man  of  great  in- 
tegrity and  singleness  of  purpose,  active  in 
public  affairs,  and  enjoyed  the  unqualified  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
political  proclivities  were  indicat-ed  by  the  stal- 
wart support  which  he  gave  to  the  Democratic 
party.  Both  he  and  his  wife  attended  the 
Episcopal  church.  He  was  sixty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death,  and  his  vener- 
able widow  passed  away  November  16,  1908, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  was  born 
in  Franklin  township.  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Sylvester  Babcock,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  whence  he  removed 
to  Ohio  as  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Western 
Reserve ;  he  settled  in  Franklin  township,  near 
the  Newton  family,  and  there  improved  a  fine 
farm,  becoming  successful  as  a  dealer  in 
horses.  Justin  B.  Newton  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five 
survive,  and  Charles  B.  is  the  oldest.  Those 
living  are  all  residents  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
Charles  B.  Newton  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead,  which  was  his  birthplace  and 
around  which  linger  the  dear  memories  of  his 
childhood  and  early  youth.  It  was  to  him  an 
occasion  of  rare  import  when  he  first  made 
his  way  to  the  little  district  school  house,  where 
he  gained  his  rudimentary  education,  and  after 
availing  himself  of  the  advantages  there  af- 
forded he  continued  his  studies  in  the  high 
school  in  the  village  of  Kent,  where  he  grad- 
uated. Later  he  pursued  higher  branches  un- 
der the  private  instruction  of  E.  T.  Suloit,  and 
meanwhile,  wnth  characteristic  ambition  and 
prescience,  he  formulated  definite  plans  for  his 
future  career  and  determined  to  prepare  him- 
self for  the  profession  of  the  law.  With  this  end 
in  view  he  began  reading  law,  teaching  school 
in  the  fall  and  winter  to  pay  his  way  while 
reading  law  under  the  preceptorship  of  Hon. 
S.  P.  Wolcott,  of  Kent,  in  whose  office  he  pur- 
sued his  technical  studies  in  the  years  1872-73, 
after  which  he  entered  the  office  of  W.  B. 
Thomas,  a  representative  practitioner  in  Ra- 
venna. Mr.  New- ton  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  in  1876, 
and  entered  into  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Newton  Falls,  Trumbull  county,  where  he 
remained  ten  years  and  built  up  a  good  clien- 
tele. He  has  been  c(iually  successful  in  the 
village  of  Kent.  Portage  county,  where  he  was 
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likewise  engaged  in  general  practice  a  decade. 
In  1898  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Ravenna, 
where  he  has  since  resided,  and  where  he  has 
proven  his  established  reputation  for  effective 
work  in  all  branches  of  the  profession.  He 
has  a  thorough  and  well  fortified  knowledge 
of  jurisprudence  and  well  proved  ability  as  a 
trial  lawyer  and  a  duly  conservative  counsel. 

Politically  Mr.  Newton  has  rendered  valu- 
able service  as  a  stanch  and  eflfective  supporter 
of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  While  a  resident  of  Newton 
Falls  he  served  the  village  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  education,  and  for  three  terms  he  held 
a  like  office  in  Kent,  of  which  thriving  town 
he  served  two  terms  as  mayor.  He  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Investigation  to 
visit  the  various  public  institutions  of  Portage 
county.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Ravenna 
lodges  of  Knights  of  Pythias  and  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1876  Mr.  Newton  married  Emma  L., 
daughter  of  Alva  and  Alvira  (Lickens)  Hartle, 
of  Ravenna.  Mr.  Newton  and  his  wife  have 
no  children  of  their  own. 

Wanzer  Holcomb. — Among  those  who 
have  dignified  and  honored  the  Western  Re- 
serve through  their  worthy  lives  and  services 
was  the  late  Wanzer  Holcomb,  of  Ravenna, 
who  was  a  native  son  of  Portage  county,  where 
he  passed  his  entire  life,  and  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  one  of  the  well  known  and  sterling  pio- 
neer families  of  this  countv.  There  were  no 
spectacular  phases  in  his  career,  but  he  made 
his  influence  felt  and  gained  distinctive  suc- 
cess in  the  domain  of  productive  business  ac- 
tivities, and  as  a  citizen  stood  for  all  that  was 
loval  and  honorable,  so  that  he  was  not  denied 
the  tribute  of  uniform  confidence  and  esteem 
as  emanating  from  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of  Hfe.  His 
character  and  his  material  accomplishments 
were  such  as  to  eminently  entitle  him  to  a  place 
of  honor  in  this  historical  compilation. 

Wanzer  Holcomb  was  born  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  on  September  9,  1827,  and  was 
a  son  of  William  Abbott  and  Lydia  (Olm- 
stead)  Holcomb,  both  natives  of  Westfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  members  of  families  found- 
ed in  the  old  Bay  state  in  the  period  when  New 
England  was  still  a  colonial  possession  of  Eng- 
land. Their  marriage  was  solemnized  in 
Massachusetts  and  in  1824  they  came  thence 
to  the  Western  Reserve  and  numbered  them- 
selves among  the  early  settlers    of    Portage 


county.  William  Abbott  Holcomb  was  a  stone- 
mason and  plasterer  by  trade,  and  as  a  skilled 
workman  he  found  ready  and  constant  demand 
for  his  services  after  coming  to  Ohio.  He  also 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm  and  was  one  of  the 
honored  citizens  in  his  community,  where  he 
wielded  no  little  influence  in  public  affairs. 
He  lived  to  attain  to  the  partriarchal  age  of 
102  years  and  was  unmistakably  the  most  ven- 
erable of  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve 
when  he  was  finally  summoned  to  his  reward. 
His  wife  was  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  her  demise.  They  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy.  The  other  eight  children  attained  to 
years  of  maturity,  and  of  the  number  one  is 
now  living,  Mrs.  Lydia  Freeman,  of  Ravenna. 
The  subject  of  this  memoir  was  the  eldest  of 
the  ten  children. 

Wanzer  Holcomb  passed  his  childhood  and 
youth  in  Rootstown,  Portage  county,  where  he 
was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools  of  the  pioneer  epoch,  including  a 
course  of  study  in  what  was  known  as  the 
Salem  school,  in  which  he  received  instruction 
in  higher  academy  branches.  As  a  youth  he 
learned  the  trade  of  stonemason  under  the  able 
direction  of  his  honored  father,  and  eventually 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  contractors  and 
builders  of  his  native  county.  He  was  asso- 
ciated with  others  in  contract  mason  work  in 
connection  with  the  construction  of  the  Erie 
railroad,  and  he  also  erected  many  buildings 
and  held  many  important  contracts  in  the  line 
of  his  chosen  vocation,  to  which  he  devoted 
his  attention  during  the  major  portion  of  his 
long  and  useful  career  as  a  successful  and 
enterprising  business  man.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  Ravenna  in  1850,  and  here  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  became  the 
owner  of  valuable  realty  in  his  home  county 
and  city,  was  interested  in  various  business  en- 
terprises, including  a  window  glass  factory, 
in  the  ownership  and  operation  of  which  he 
was  associated  with  the  late  Dewitt  C.  Cool- 
man,  and  he  served  for  many  years  as  vice 
president  of  the  Second  National  Bank  of  Ra- 
venna, of  which  executive  office  be  was  incum- 
bent at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Holcomb  ever  retained  the  inviolable 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  of  his  na- 
tive county,  where  his  circle  of  friends  was 
circumscribed  only  by  that  of  his  acquaintances, 
and  he  was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various 
local  offices  of  trust,  including  that  of  county 
commissioner,  of  which  he  was  incumbent  for 
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several  years.  He  gave  an  uncompromising 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  and  took  a 
deep  and  intellingent  interest  in  the  questions 
and  issue  of  the  hour.  As  a  citizen  he  was  es- 
sentially progressive  and  public-spirited,  and  all 
worthy  enterprises  and  measures  projected  for 
the  benefit  of  the  community  received  his  ready 
co-operation.  He  attained  to  advanced  de- 
grees in  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  also 
actively  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  His 
life  was  guided  and  governed  by  the  loftiest 
principles  of  integrity  and  honor.  Mr.  Hol- 
comb  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  May 
lo,  1903,  and  his  name  shall  have  an  enduring 
place  on  the  roll  of  those  who  contributed  to 
the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  fine  old 
Western  Reserve. 

On  September  25,  185 1,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Holcomb  to  Miss  Saphronia 
C.  Stough,  who  was  born  in  Ravenna,  the 
county  seat  of  Portage  county,  on  September 
29,  1829,  a  date  which  clearly  indicates  that 
she  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
families  of  this  section  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. She  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Mar- 
garet (Ettinger)  Stough.  Jacob  Stough  was 
bom  in  the  vicinity  of  Harrisburg^  the  capital 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  there  reared  to  ma- 
turitv.  He  continued  his  residence  in  his  native 
state  until  about  1828,  when  he  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
Ravenna,  which  was  then  a  small  village.  Here 
was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Ettinger,  who  was  born  in  Ravenna,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  Ettinger,  who  had  served  as 
a  loyal  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
and  who  later  became  one  of  the  prominent 
and  honored  pioneers  of  Portage  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  developed  a  valuable  farm  and  where 
he  continued  to  maintain  his  home  until  his 
death.  Jacob  Stough  was  eighty-one  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 
They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
all  of  whom  attained  to  years  of  maturity,  but 
of  whom  Mrs.  Holcomb  is  now  the  only  sur- 
vivor. 

Mrs.  Holcomb,  who  maintains  her  home  in 
Ravenna,  a  ])lacc  endeared  to  her  by  the  hal- 
lowed associations  of  the  past,  has  here  passed 
her  entire  life  with  the  exception  of  a  period 
of  four  years,  during  which  she  and  her  hus- 
band resided  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  and  she 
is  held  in  reverent  aflPection  as  one  of  the  ven- 
erable pioneer  women  of  the  Western  Reserve. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holcomb  became  the  parents  of 
three  children.  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Charles 
Merts,  a  sketch  of  whose  career  appears  on 
other  pages  of  this  publication :  William  W.  is 
bookkeeper  in  the  coal  and  produce  establish- 
ment of  Charles  Bennett,  of  Ravenna;  and 
Harrv  S.  is  now  a  resident  of  the  state  of 
Colorado. 

Frex)  H.  White  is  well  established  in  busi- 
ness in  Lodi,  and  is  well  known  in  trade  circles 
as  the  proprietor  of  a  bakery  and  grocery  store. 
He  was  born  in  Westfield  township  of  ^ledina 
county  April  10,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  promi- 
nent early  residents  of  that  tow^nship,  Earls  O. 
and  Mary  A.  (Malory)  White,  the  father 
from  \^ermont  and  the  mother  from  New 
York.  Earls  O.  White  passed  his  youth  and 
school  days  in  \'ermont,  and  in  his  eighteenth 
year  came  to  Medina  county,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  of  fifty  acres  and  continued  ac- 
tively engaged  in  general  farming  until  late  in 
life  he  moved  to  Lodi.  He  identified  himself 
with  the  business  life  of  that  city  and  was  ap- 
pointed its  postmaster,  which  office  he  held  for 
several  years  and  in  which  he  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  F.  H.,  for  three  and  a  half  years. 
He  died  in  1886,  and  his  wife  passed  away  in 
the  year  following.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Eber  Malory,  of  Westfield  township.  The  fol- 
lowing children  were  born  to  Earls  O.  and 
^lary  White :  Charles  E.,  of  Dowagiac,  Michi- 
gan ;  \'irginia,  who  became  the  wife  of  \\'. 
Elmer ;  Ella,  wife  of  Jacob  Wacroner,  of  Le- 
roy :  Ida  C,  the  wife  of  Rev.  John  Richard- 
son, a  Universalist  minister  who  died  in  1893 ; 
Frank  E.,  of  Minn. ;  and  Fred  H.  Earls  O. 
White  served  fifteen  years  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  allied  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  local  and 
county  politics. 

Fred  H.  White  received  his  elementary  edu- 
cation in  district  schools,  from  which  he  passed 
to  the  Lodi  High  School  and  thence  to  Lodi 
Academy.  After  leaving  the  school  room  he 
became  a  clerk  in  a  general  store,  and  in  1892 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  on  his  own 
account  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Seely, 
lUirch  and  Company.  After  one  year  with 
that  firm,  Mr.  White  Ix^canie  associated  with 
Philo  Miller,  the  firm  name  being  White  and 
Miller,  and  later  Mr.  Stoflfer  became  a  mem- 
l>er  of  the  association.  This  relationship  ex- 
isted until  1906,  and  Mr.  White  then  purchased 
the  interests  of  his  partners  and  became  the 
sole  owner  of  the  business.    In  connection  with 
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his  grocery  store  he  now  maintains  a  bakery. 
He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  merchant, 
and  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest 
mercantile  establishments  of  its  kind  in  Lodi. 
In  October  of  1887  was  celebrated  his  mar- 
riage to  Xellie  A.  Dyer,  from  Chatham  town- 
ship, a  daughter  of  Captain  and  Julia  A. 
(Clapp)  Dyer,  and  a  son,  Clayton  E.,  now  a 
student  in  the  Case  School  of  Applied  Science, 
Cleveland,  has  been  born  to  them.  Mr.  White 
is  a  member  of  Harrisville  Lodge,  No.  137, 
F.  &  A.  IVI.,  and  also  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Ben 
Hur  and  Maccabees.  Mrs.  White  is  the 
present  matron  in  the  Eastern  Star  order,  and 
she  takes  a  very  active  interest  in  that  order. 
She  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri. 

Edwin  J.  Gilbert. — The  business  represen- 
tatives of  the  citv  include  the  name  of  Edwin 
J.  Gilbert,  the  proprietor  of  a  general  black- 
smithing  and  repair  shop  and  a  skilled  work- 
man. He  is  also  a  native  son  of  this  city,  born 
here  on  the  22nd  of  August,  1851,  to  the  mar- 
riage union  of  Alpheus  W.  Gilbert  and  Miss 
Mary  Gilley.  The  father  was  born  in  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  was  married  after  coming 
to  Ohio.  He  was  by  trade  a  carriage  maker, 
manufacturing  light  and  heavy  vehicles  of  all 
kinds,  and  in  connection  with  this  trade  he  also 
conducted  blacksmith  and  paint  shops,  so 
that  he  was  able  to  turn  out  the  finished  prod- 
uct, either  carriage,  w^agon  or  truck,  and  at  the 
same  time  he  did  a  general  repair  business. 
He  (lied  on  the  19th  of  July,  1899,  and  he  is 
still  survived  by  his  wife. 

Edwin  J.  Gilbert  received  a  public  school 
education  at  Lodi,  and  later  attended  a  select 
school,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  education 
has  been  obtained  by  reading,  for  he  is  a  lover 
of  books.  He  learned  the  trade  of  black- 
smithing  from  his  father,  and  while  thus  en- 
gaged also  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
carriage  and  wagon  making  business,  and  after 
the  (loath  of  his  father  he  continued  the  gen- 
eral blacksmithing  and  repairing  business.  At- 
tending strictly  to  business  and  being  a  skill- 
ful workman,  he  has  built  up  a  splen(iid  busi- 
ness, and  at  the  same  time  has  served  the  public 
as  an  active  and  valued  citizen.  At  the  time 
of  his  election  to  the  office  of  sheriflp  of  Medina 
county  in  1896  he  received  the  largest  vote  of 
any  man  on  the  ticket.  He  has  served  the  city 
as  a  member  of  its  council,  and  he  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  local  councils  of  his  chosen  po- 
litical party,  the  Republican. 


In  1883  Mr.  Gilbert  married  Miss  Sarah 
Rice,  from  Chatham  township,  ^ledina  county, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Stine) 
Rice,  and  two  daughters.  Flossy  and  Hazel, 
have  been  born  to  them.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a 
member  of  Harrisville  Lodge,  No.  137,  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  of  West  Salem  Chapter  R.  A.  M. 
He  is  widely  known  and  highly  respected  as  a 
citizen,  and  with  his  family  he  resides  in  one 
of  the  comfortable  homes  of  Lodi. 

Albert  Munsox. — A  native  son  of  Medina 
county,  who  has  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  a 
name  honored  in  the  annals  of  this  section  of 
the  Western  Reserve  from  the  early  pioneer 
epoch,  and  who  has  marked  by  distinctive  per- 
sonal accomplishment  a  place  of  his  own  in 
connection  with  the  public,  civic  and  business 
affairs  of  his  native  county,  is  this  venerable 
and  honored  resident  of  the  city  of  Medina, 
where  he  is  still  identified  with  business  inter- 
ests, though  an  octogenarian.  He  served  as  a 
member  of  the  state  legislature  fully  forty 
years  ago,  and  was  for  several  years  the  able 
and  popular  incumbent  of  the  office  of  probate 
judge  of  Medina  county,  where  he  is  today 
held  in  affectionate  veneration  as  one  of  the 
oldest  of  the  pioneer  citizens  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  old  Tkickeye  state.  In  fact  so 
wise  and  just  was  his  rule  that  during  his 
whole  administration  of  the  above  mentioned 
office,  he  never  had  a  decision  reversed  bv  the 
higher  courts.  His  reminiscenses  of  the  early 
days  are  interesting  and  graphic,  and  to  the 
later  generation  they  must  needs  read  like  tales 
from  a  volume  of  charming  romance.  He  has 
contributed  his  quota  to  the  social  and  ma- 
terial development  of  the  section  in  which  his 
life  has  been  passed,  and  he  stands  today  as  a 
worthy  type  of  the  courteous,  affable  and  dig- 
nified gentleman  of  the  **old  school,'*  which 
finds  all  too  few  representatives  in  this  vital 
and  aggressive  twentieth  century. 

Judge  Munson  was  born  in  the  section  com- 
monly designated  as  River  Styx,  (niilford 
township,  Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  August  8, 
1829,  and  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  nine  chil- 
dren born  to  Lyman  and  Xancy  (Porter) 
^funson.  Lyman  Munson  was  born  in  Wal- 
lingford,  Connecticut,  in  1781,  and  was  a  scion 
of  a  family  founded  in  Xew  England  in  the 
early  colonial  days.  The  Kneage  is  traced  back 
to  stanch  English  origin,  on  both  the  paternal 
and  maternal  sides.  The  father  passed  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  place,  where  he  ac- 
quired his  early  educational  training,  and  in 
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1 817,  in  company  with  his  brother  Jacob,  emi- 
grated to  the  wilds  of  Medina  county,  Ohio. 
tLe  drove  an  ox  team  from  Connecticut  to  the 
far  distant  pioneer  home  and  compassed  the 
major  portion  of  the  distance  on  foot. 

He  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  Guilford  town- 
ship, where,'  in  the  midst  of  the  untrammeled 
forest,  he  made  a  clearing  in  which  to  erect  his 
primitive  log  cabin.  In  his  native  state  he  had 
learned  the  carpenters  trade,  and  in  the  pioneer 
community  he  found  much  requisition  for  his 
skilled  services.  Thus  while  devoting  his  at- 
tention to  the  clearing  and  cultivation  of  his 
farm  he  did  much  work  at  his  trade.  He  was 
skilled  in  the  use  of  the  ax  and  broad-ax,  and 
thus  was  enabled  to  compass  the  arduous  work 
which  in  the  East  was  done  with  more  im- 
proved implements  and  machinery. 

He  built  many  of  the  early  houses  and  barns 
in  his  section  of  the  county,  and  most  of  the 
timber  for  the  same  was  hewed  out  by  hand 
instead  of  being  sawed,  even  to  the  **shakes" 
which  were  used  in  lieu  of  shingles.  During 
the  early  years  he  passed  the  major  portion 
of  the  winter  seasons  in  chopping  timber,  and 
he  thus  aided  in  the  clearing  of  about  1,500 
acres,  including  his  own  farm,  which  com- 
prised eighty  acres.  Like  others  of  the  pio- 
neers he  found  recreation  in  hunting  and  fish- 
ing, and  through  this  means  largely  provided 
the  supplies  for  the  family  larder.  Wild  game 
of  all  kinds  was  plentiful,  including  the  stately 
deer,  bear,  squirrels,  turkeys,  pigeons,  etc.,  and 
the  neighboring  streams  gave  liberally  of  their 
wealth  of  fish.  The  lot  of  the  pioneer  was  in 
many  respects  a  hard  one,  but  there  were  also 
many  elements  of  compensation,  communitv  of 
interests,  stanch  friendships,  joyous,  if  infre- 
quent, social  gatherings  and  ample  sports  afield 
and  afloat.  Lyman  Munson  remained  on  his 
old  homestead  until  his  death,  in  1863,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  man  of  an 
innate  modest,  though  fine  mental  caliber,  and 
though  he  never  sought  public  office  his  neigh- 
bors were  appreciative  of  his  eligibility  and 
called  upon  him  to  serve  in  several  of  the 
township  offices.  He  was  influential  in  his 
township  and  was  a  man  whose  sterling  integ- 
rity of  character  gained  and  retained  to  him 
the  confidence  and  high  regard  of  all  who 
knew  him. 

Mrs.  Munson,  who  died  in  1850,  when  about 
sixty-five  years  of  age,  was  a  woman  pos- 
sessed of  many  graces  of  mind  and  heart, 
much  loved  and  respected  bv  all  who  knew 
her.     Her  personality  was  so  strong  that  all 


who  came  in  contact  with  it  felt  its  power,  and 
always  for  their  good.  She  possessed  a  voice 
of  rare  beauty,  and  her  singing  was  much  en- 
joyed in  the  church  and  neighborhood.  She 
was  bom  in  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Elijah  Porter,  who  served  for 
the  seven  years  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
in  the  office  of  drum  major.  Major  Porter 
likewise  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Medina 
county,  where  he  met  his  death  by  being 
thrown  from  a  horse. 

Judge  Albert  Munson,  the  immediate  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  well  recalls  the  scenes  and 
incidents  of  the  early  pioneer  epoch,  and  es- 
pecially the  old  log  school  house  in  which  he 
secured  his  rudimentarv  education.  This 
primitive  structure  was,  like  others  of  the  lo- 
cality and  period,  equipped  with  puncheon 
floor,  slab  benches,  windows  of  oiled  paper  and 
yawning  fireplace  in  one  end.  After  complet- 
ing the  curriculum  of  this  stately  institution 
of  learning,  he  was  enabled  to  attend  the  well 
conducted  academy  in  the  village  of  Sharon. 
He  continued  to  be  associated  in  the  work  of 
the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  to  his 
legal  majority,  when  he  became  clerk  in  a  gen- 
eral store  at  Sharon,  Ohio.  He  was  employed 
in  this  capacity,  at  minimum  wages,  for  five 
years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he  returned 
to  the  old  homestead  farm,  where  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  diversified  agriculture  and 
stock-growing.  In  i860,  soon  after  the  begin- 
ning of  the  Civil  war,  he  was  commissioned 
by  Governor  David  Todd  colonel  of  a  regiment 
of  militia,  and  from  that  time  on  until  the  close 
of  the  war  (being  physically  ineligible  for 
service  in  the  field)  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  recruiting  service  and  was  instrumental 
in  raising  $136,000  in  Guilford  township,  and 
throughout  the  whole  period  of  the  war  every 
quota  of  every  call  was  promptly  filled  by  said 
township. 

In  1878  he  removed  to  Medina  to  assume  the 
office  of  judge  of  the  probate  court,  to  which 
position  he  had  been  elected  in  that  year.  He 
retained  this  incumbency  for  six  consecutive 
years,  by  re-election,  and  his  record  remains 
that  of  careful  and  able  handling,  of  the  busi- 
ness of  this  important  branch  of  the  county 
government.  Judge  Munson  has  been  allied 
with  the  Republican  party  from  the  time  of  its 
organization  and  has  been  an  eflPective  worker 
in  the  various  county  and  state  campaigns.  He 
is  a  man  of  broad  information  and  well  forti- 
fied opinions,  and  in  the  first  national  cam- 
paign of  the  "Grand  Old  Party"  in  1856.  he 
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had  the  distinction  and  satisfaction  of  making 
more  than  100  '*stump"  speeches  in  favor  of 
the  first  presidential  candidate  of  the  party, 
General  John  C.  Fremont.  In  1869  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  native  county  in  the 
lower  house  of  the  state  legislature,  in  which 
he  served  four  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
several  important  house  committees,  and  with- 
in his  term  of  service  the  laws  of  the  state  were 
codified.  He  was  cnairman  of  the  codification 
committee  and  did  a  large  amount  of  valuable 
work  in  this  connection.  A  number  of  the 
laws  enacted  by  the  legislature  during  his 
membership  therein  were  later  copied  by  sev- 
eral other  states,  notably  New  York  and  Wis- 
consin. Upon  retiring  from  the  probate  bench, 
Judge  Munson  bought  the  hardware  business 
of  Samuel  H.  Bradley  and  since  1885  has  been 
associated  with  his  only  son  in  the  same  busi- 
ness, under  the  firm  title  of  A.  Munson  &  Son. 
Judge  Munson  has  been  a  man  of  affairs  and 
has  attained  to  well  merited  success  in  connec- 
tion with  his  business  and  general  financial 
operations.-  He  was  one  of  the  principal  pro- 
moters of  the  Pittsburg,  Akron  and  Western 
Railroad  Company,  and  was  a  member  of  its 
directorate  for  several  years.  This  road,  now 
known  as  the  Northern  Ohio  Railroad,  is  con- 
nected with  other  roads  and  by  its  means  the 
distance  between  New  York  and  Chicago,  via 
the  Lake  Erie  and  Western  svstem,  is  short- 
ened  by  fifty-four  miles.  Judge  Munson  has 
ever  been  known  as  a  citizen  of  deep  public 
spirit  and  progressive  ideas,  and  he  has  done 
much  to  further  the  upbuilding  of  his  home 
city.  He  has  ever  held  the  implicit  confidence 
and  trust  of  the  people  of  his  community.  He 
is  affiliated  with  Morning  Star  Lodge,  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  with 
Council  No.  372,  Royal  Arcanum,  of  which  he 
was  one  of  the  founders.  In  1854  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Judge  Munson  to  Miss 
Harriet  Easton,  who  was  born  in  Manlius, 
New  York,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Julius  and 
Artimesia  Easton,  honored  pioneers  of  Medina 
county.  Julius  Easton  was  born  in  Westfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  came  of  sturdy  old  Eng- 
lish stock;  from  Westfield  he  removed  to  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Artimesia  Manchester,  of  Dover, 
Dutchess  county,  who  traced  her  lineage  back 
to  the  Knickerbockers.  From  New  York  they 
emigrated  to  Medina  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
remaining  years  of  their  lives  were  spent. 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Munson  have  two  children — 


Cora  Eugenie,  who  lives  with  her  parents  in 
Medina,  and  Lyman,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  the  hardware  business  and  is  one 
of  the  representative  business  men  of  Medina. 

WiLFORD  W.  White,  M.  D.  — It  has  been 
given  Dr.  Wilford  W.  White,  of  Ravenna, 
Ohio,  one  of  the  most  prominent  physicians  of 
the  city  and  proprietor  of  the  White  Hospital, 
to  gain  a  large  measure  of  distinction  and 
success  in  the  profession  whose  responsibilities 
and  exactions  are  greater  than  any  other  call- 
ing, as  in  it  are  involved  the  issues  of  life  and 
death.  Dr.  White  is  a  native  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  February  20,  1859,  a 
son  of  John  Elbert  and  Fannie  White.  John 
E.  White  tendered  his  services  to  the  cause  of 
the  Union  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  enlisting  as  private  in  one  of  the  early 
volunteer  regiments  recruited  in  Ohio,  and 
he  sacrificed  his  life  for  this  cause,  being  killed 
in  active  service  when  his  only  son,  Wilford, 
was  but  a  child.  His  widow  afterward  became 
Mrs.  Britton,  and  now  resides  in  Cleveland. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Wilford  W. 
White  was  taken  into  the  home  of  his  uncle, 
Rev.  O.  W.  White,  of  Strongville,  Cuyahoga 
county,  Ohio,  and  there  passed  his  boyhood 
days  and  secured  his  early  education.  He  re- 
mained with  his  uncle  until  he  was  fifteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and 
continued  his  studies  in  the  preparatory  de- 
partment of  Oberlin  College.  He  began  early 
to  depend  upon  his  own  resources,  and  through 
his  own  exertions  provided  for  much  of  his 
early  education  and  worked  to  earn  his  way 
through  a  medical  education.  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  began  studying  medicine  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Thayer,  with  whom  he  was 
thus  associated  four  years,  after  which  he  con- 
tinued his  studies  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  Western  Reserve  University  in  Cleve- 
land, from  which  institution  he  graduated  and 
received  his  well-earned  degree  of  M.  D.  He 
engaged  in  practice  in  Cleveland,  where  he  re- 
mained one  year,  and  during  this  time  held  the 
position  of  demonstrator  of  anatomy  in  the 
medical  department  of  his  alma  mater.  In 
1882  he  removed  to  Ravenna,  where  he  has 
now  been  engaged  in  the  successful  practice 
of  his  profession  for  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  during  which  time  he  has  fully  won 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  community 
and  established  a  reputation  for  skill  and 
ability  of  a  high  order. 
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Dr.  White  keeps  himself  well  informed  of 
all  the  advances  made  in  all  departments  of 
his  profession,  and  stands  high  in  his  profes- 
sion, being  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
and  representative  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  Western  Reserve.  He  is  an  appreciative 
reader  of  the  best  literature  pertaining  to  his 
profession,  and  has  himself  made  valuable  con- 
tributions to  medical  periodicals.  Realizing 
the  need  for  a  well  equipped  and  properly 
managed  private  hospital  in  Ravenna,  Dr 
White  established  such  an  institution  there  in 
1901,  and  received  such  favorable  reception 
and  appreciation  of  this  enterprise  that  he 
found  it  expedient  to  erect  a  modern  building 
for  the  special  purpose  of  enlarging  and  fur- 
thering this  good  work,  which  resulted  in  the 
erection  of  a  handsome  brick  and  stone  build- 
ing, forty-five  by  seventy  feet.  This  building, 
pleasantly  located,  was  completed  in  1904,  and 
affords  accommodations  for  twenty-five  pa- 
tients. In  the  matter  of  sanitary  provisions  the 
arrangement  of  the  hospital  is  of  the  best,  and 
its  equipment  is  the  most  modern,  including 
many  of  the  best  facilities  known  to  modern 
medical  and  surgical  science. 

Dr.  White  is  a  valued  and  appreciative  mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Portage  County  Medical  Society  and  the 
American  Medical  Association.  Although  he 
accords  his  stanch  support  to  the  cause  of  the 
Republican  party,  he  has  never  cared  to  enter 
practical  politics  or  receive  the  honors  or  emol- 
uments of  public  office  and  preferment.  He 
devotes  his  entire  time  and  energies  to  his 
noble  and  humane  profession  to  the  exclusion 
of  most  other  activities,  applying  himself  to 
his  work  with  singleness  of  purpose  and  un- 
abated zeal.  In  the  order  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons  he  has  attained  to  the  thirty- 
second  degree,  the  Scottish  Rite,  being  also 
identified  with  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of 
the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  holding  mem- 
bership in  Al  Koran  Temple  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  where  his  consistory  affiliations  are 
also  maintained.  He  is  a  member  of  Ravenna 
Lodge,  No.  1076,  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks. 

In  1881  Dr.  White  married  Mary,  daughter 
of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Warner,  a  representa- 
tive physician  and  surgeon  of  Medina,  Ohio. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  White  have  four  daughters, 
namely:  Orpha  E.,  Larus  O.,  Perlina  L.  and 
Mary  A.,  who  are  popular  in  the  social  circles 
of  their  home  city. 


Sidney  J.  Post. — In  the  executive  control 
and  direction  of  its  representative  and  substan- 
tial financial  institutions  the  Western  Reserve 
is  signally  favored  in  having  enlisted  the  able 
services  of  men  of  the  highest  integrity  and  of 
splendid  equipment  for  the  duties  devolving 
upon  them.  Among  the  prominent  members 
of  the  financial  circles  of  this  favored  section 
is  Sidney  J.  Post,  who  is  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  Portage  Savings  & 
Loan  Company  of  Ravenna,  one  of  the  solid 
and  popular  institutions  of  Portage  county, 
with  excellent  facilities  and  ample  capitalistic 
reinforcement. 

Mr.  Post  was  born  in  Twinsburg,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  26th  of  May,  1845,  and 
is  a  son  of  Giles  and  Anna  (Royce)  Post. 
His  father  was  a  native  of  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut and  a  member  of  one  of  the  sterling 
old  New  England  families.  He  was  reared 
and  educated  in  his  native  state,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaking,  and  as  a 
young  man  he  came  to  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  settled  in  the  village  of  Twinsburg,  Sum- 
mit county,  where  he  followed  the  work  of  his 
trade  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  forty-five 
years.  His  wife  was  born  in  Troy,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated and  where  her  father  was  a  pioneer 
settler.  She  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight 
years,  and  of  her  three  sons,  two  of  whom  are 
living,  the  subject  of  this  review  was  the 
second  in  order  of  birth.  Giles  Post  was  a 
man  of  sterling  character  and  ever  commanded 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  men. 
He  took  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  questions 
of  the  day  and  gave  his  support  to  the  cause  of 
the  Republican  party.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
held  membership  in  the  Methodist  church. 

Sidney  J.  Post  gained  his  early  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  village,  after 
which  he  continued  his  studies  in  the  schools 
of  Ravenna.  He  was  a  lad  of  sixteen  vears 
at  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war,  but  his  youth- 
ful patriotism  was  aroused  to  responsive  pro- 
test when  rebel  guns  thundered  against  the 
ramparts  of  historic  old  Fort  Sumter.  Not 
until  1864,  however,  was  he  ])ermitted  to  ten- 
der his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union.  In 
February  of  that  year  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  the  First  Ohio  Light  Artillery,  with  which 
gallant  command  he  continued  in  active  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  with  which  he 
participated  in  a  number  of  important  engage- 
ments, besides  numerous  skirmishes.    He  was 
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mustered  out  on  the  31st  of  July,  1865,  and 
duly  received  his  honorable  discharge. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Post  re- 
turned to  Ravenna,  and  here  he  held  the  posi- 
tion of  clerk  in  a  hotel  for  some  time.  In  1868 
he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  'the  office  of  Isaiah 
Linton,  of  Ravenna,  an  able  civil  engineer  and 
as  such  long  in  the  employ  of  the  Cleveland 
&  Pittsburg  Railroad  Company.  Mr.  Post 
gained  a  thorough  technical  knowledge  and 
finally  became  assistant  engineer  of  the  rail- 
road mentioned.  He  continued  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Linton  until  January  i,  1886, 
when  he  assumed  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
county  recorder  of  Portage  county,  a  position 
to  which  he  had  been  elected  in  November  of 
the  preceding  year.  Through  successive  re- 
elections  he  continued  incumbent  of  this  office 
until  1895,  and  his  long  tenure  of  the  same 
offers  the  most  significant  evidence  of  his  able 
administration  and  of  the  popular  estimate 
placed  upon  his  services.  He  resigned  tlie  po- 
sition of  recorder  at  the  time  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Portage  Saving:s  &  Loan  Company, 
of  which  he  was  chosen  secretary  at  the  time 
of  incorporation.  This  office  he  has  since 
retained,  and  he  has  handled  the  executive 
duties  devolving  upon  him  with  utmost  dis- 
crimination and  ability,  so  that  the  interests  of 
the  solid  institution  have  been  furthered 
through  his  interposition  as  well  as  through 
the  confidence  and  esteem  ever  reposed  in  him 
by  the  citizens  of  the  county  which  he  so  long 
served  in  official  capacity. 

Mr.  Post  has  been  identified  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  from  the  time  of  attaining  to  his 
legal  majority  and  concomitant  right  of  fran- 
chise, and  he  has  been  a  most  ardent  advocate 
of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  it 
stands  sponsor.  In  addition  to  the  office  of 
county  recorder  he  has  served  as  clerk  of  Ra- 
venna  township  and  clerk  of.  the  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Ravenna.  He  is  a  valued  and  appre- 
ciative member  of  David  Mcintosh  Post,  No. 
327,  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Ravenna  Lodge  of  the  P>e- 
nevolent  &  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1875  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Post  to  Miss  Lora  J.  lUitler,  who  was  born  in 
Rootstown,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  who  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  William  M.  Butler, 
who  was  a  resident  of  Ravenna  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  have  one  son, 
William  G..  who  is  his  father's  assistant  in  the 
offices  of  the  Portage  Savings  &  Loan  Com- 
pany. 


Marion  G.  McBride,  M.  D. — As  a  phy- 
sician and  surgeon  Dr.  McBride,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  practice  in  the  city  of  Ravenna,  Ohio, 
has  gained  precedence  as  one  of  the  leading 
representatives  of  his  profession  in  his  native 
county,  and  his  success  stands  as  the  most 
effective  exponent  of  his  ability  in  his  exacting 
vocation,  as  well  as  a  voucher  for  his  personal 
popularity.  Dr.  McBride  was  born  in  Free- 
dom township.  Portage  county.  Ohio,  May  3, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Rev.  Sterling  and  Mary 
A  (Gage)  McBride.  Rev.  Sterling  McBride 
was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  state, 
and  was  a  scion  of  one  of  its  honored  pioneer 
families.  He  received  excellent  educational 
advantages  and  was  a  man  of  marked  erudi- 
tion and  fine  attainments.  He  became  one  of 
the  prominent  clergymen  of  the  Christian,  or 
Disciples  church  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
was  connected  with  Hiram  College.  He  ac- 
complished a  noble  work  in  the  functions  of 
his  high  office,  but  was  summoned  to  a  higher 
world  in  the  fiower  of  his  manhood,  being  but 
thirty-four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  His  father  was  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneers  of  Portage  county,  where  he  devel- 
oped a  valuable  farm  and  continued  to  reside 
on  it  until  his  death. 

Rev.  Sterling  McBride  married  a  daughter 
of  Albert  and  Mary  Gage,  who  came  from 
Vermont  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the  earlv 
pioneer  days,  making  the  long  overland  jour- 
ney with  an  ox  team,  by  which  the  necessarily 
limited  equipment  of  household  goods  was 
transported.  Mr.  Gage  secured  a  tract  of  wild 
land  in  Freedom  township,  where  Mrs.  Mc- 
r>ride  was  born,  and  here  he  erected  a  log 
house  and  set  himself  to  the  task  of  reclaiming 
his  farm  from  the  virgin  forest.  With  the 
passing  years  he  became  one  of  the  successful 
agriculturists  of  Portage  county,  and  was  a 
man  of  prominence  and  influence  in  his  com- 
munity. He  continued  to  reside  in  Freedom 
township  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
four  years :  his  wife  attained  to  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-two  years.  Mrs.  Mary  A. 
(Gage)  McBride  is  still  living  in  Portage 
county,  which  has  been  her  home  from  the 
time  of  her  nativity,  and  she  is  one  of  the 
most  highly  respected  and  most  loved  residents 
of  the  village  of  Garrettsville.  Rev.  McBride 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  two  sons 
and  one  daughter,  of  whom  the  Doctor  is  the 
eldest.  Charles  is  now  a  resident  of  the  citv 
of  Brooklyn,  and  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Martin 
Norton,  of  Nelson,  Portage  county. 
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Dr.  McBride  gained  all  his  preliminary  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  Ra- 
venna, and  thereafter  pursued  the  higher 
academic  branches  of  study  at  Hiram  College, 
in  which  institution  he  was  a  student  for  some 
time.  In  fortifying  himself  for  the  work  of  his 
chosen  profession  he  was  matriculated  in  the 
Hoeys  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  which 
institution  he  completed  the  prescribed  tech- 
nical course  and  was  graduated  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1883,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
Shortly  after  his  gxaduation  he  located  at 
Niles,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  he  did 
his  first  years  work  as  a  medical  practitioner, 
and  in  1884  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Ravenna, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  in  active  profes- 
sional work  during  the  long  intervening  period 
of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  within  which  time  he 
has  built  up  a  large  and  representative  practice, 
and  established  a  high  reputation  as  a  physician 
and  surgeon.  He  continues  to  be  a  close  and 
appreciative  student  of  both  medical  and  sur- 
gical science,  and  through  the  best  standard 
and  periodical  literature  of  his  profession  he 
maintains  familiarity  with  the  rapid  advances 
made  and  utilized  and  the  most  approved 
methods  in  all  departments  of  his  professional 
work.  He  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  practi- 
tioners in  point  of  continuous  service  to  be 
found  in  Portage  county,  and  his  professional 
prestige  is  on  a  parity  with  his  personal  pop- 
ularity. He  is  a  valued  and  appreciative  mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Eastern.  Ohio  Medical  Society  and  the  Port- 
age County  Medical  Society.  He  has  served 
as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Port- 
age county  for  twenty-five  years.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Christian 
church,  of  which  his  father  was  a  distinguished 
clergyman,  as  has  been  before  mentioned. 

Dr.  McBride  married  Emily,  daughter  of 
Fayette  and  Myra  (Finch)  Doty,  of  Ravenna: 
she  was  born  in  Windham,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
Ravenna  with  her  parents  as  a  child.  Mrs. 
McBride  traces  her  ancestrv  back  in  a  direct 
line  to  one  of  the  sturdy  Pilgrims  who  came 
from  England  on  the  first  voyage  of  the  his- 
toric Mayflower.  She  gained  her  early  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna,  and  prior 
to  her  marriage  was  a  successful  and  popular 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Portage  county.  She 
is  a  woman  of  fine  literary  attainments,  and  has 
made  many  valuable  contributions  to  histor- 
ical and  periodical  literature  touching  the 
Western  Reserve.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
editorial    staflf   that   compiled   the   interesting 


volume  entitled  "The  Women  of  the  Western 
Reserve,"  and  is  well-known  as  a  writer.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  branch  of  the 
Ohio  Woman's  Press  Association,  and  is  prom- 
inent in  the  social  and  religious  activities  of 
her  home  city,  where  she  enjoys  the  most  un- 
equivocal popularity.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  McBride 
have  no  children. 

George  E.  Hinds. — Within  the  pages  of  this 
work  will  be  found  specific  mention  of  many  of 
the  representative  business  men  who  are  aiding 
in  maintaining  the  financial,  industrial  and 
commercial  prestige  of  the  fine  old  Western 
Reserve,  and  to  such  recognition  Mr.  Hinds, 
who  is  casjiier  of  the  Kent  National  Bank  at 
Kent,  Portage  county,  is  eminently  entitled. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  his  career 
has  been  such  as  to  prove  creditable  alike  to 
him  and  to  the  county  in  which  the  major  por- 
tion of  .his  life  has  been  passed  and  in  which  he 
has  gained  success  and  precedence  of  no  equiv- 
ocal order. 

Mr.  Hinds  was  born  in  Kent,  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  a  village  which  at  that  time  txjre 
the  name  of  Franklin  Mills,  on  the  13th  of 
July,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Erastus  C.  and 
Emily  (Rouse)  Hinds,  of  whose  two  children 
he  is  the  elder  and  the  only  survivor  as  his 
sister,  Carrie  B.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years.  Erastus  C.  Hinds  was  born  in  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts,  in  which  state  the  family 
was  founded  in  the  colonial  epoch,  and  where 
he  continued  to  reside  until  about  1828,  when 
he  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  num- 
bered himself  among  the  pioneers  of  the  little 
village  of  Franklin  Mills,  now  the  city  of  Kent. 
Here  he  established  a  cooperage,  and  for  many 
years  he  was  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of 
his  trade  in  this  village,  where  he  ever  com- 
manded the  utmost  confidence  and  esteem  and 
where  he  wielded  no  little  influence  in  local 
aflFairs.  He  attained  to  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Erie  Railroad  Company.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  In  the  village  of 
Kent  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Erastus 
C.  Hinds  to  Miss  Emily  Rouse,  who  was  born 
in  the  state  of  New  York  and  who  was  a  child 
at  the  time  of  her  parents'  removal  to  Kent. 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  reared 
and  educated  and  where  she  continues  to  reside 
with  her  son.  She  is  a  woman  of  gentle  and 
gracious  personality  and  is  highly  respected 
by  all  who  come  within  the  sphere  of  her  in- 
fluence. 
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George  E.  Hinds,  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
town,  which  has  represented  his  home  during 
the  entire  course  of  his  life  thus  far, — a  life 
marked  by  close  application  to  business,  by  in- 
tegrity of  purpose  and  by  definite  accomplish- 
ment along  normal  lines  of  productive  activity. 
He  continued  to  attend  the  public  schools  of 
Kent  until  he  had  attained  to  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  when  he  secured  a  position  as  mes- 
senger boy  in  the  railroad  shops  of  the  Atlantic 
&  Great  Western  Railroad  Company.  From 
this  lowly  position  he  was  advanced  through 
various  grades  of  promotion,  and  he  won  his 
advancement  by  faithful  and  able  service. 
Thus  he  became  in  turn  storekeeper  and  chief 
clerk  at  the  shops  mentioned,  and  in  1876, 
when  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  ap- 
pointed agent  at  Kent  for  the  New  York, 
Pennsylvania  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  as 
well  as  local  agent  for  the  United  States  Ex- 
press Company.  He  thus  continued  in  the 
employ  of  these  two  companies  for  the 
long  period  of  thirty-seven  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  in  1904,  he  resigned 
both  incumbencies  to  accept  the  office  of 
cashier  of  the  Kent  National  Bank,  a  pre- 
ferment that  came  as  a  definite  recognition  of 
his  ability  and  of  the  sterling  characteristics 
which  had  designated  his  long  and  faithful 
service  as  representative  of  the  companies  pre- 
viously mentioned.  As  cashier  of  this  old  and 
substantial  banking  institution  he  has  proved 
a  careful  and  discriminating  executive,  and 
has  further  gained  precedence  as  a  business 
man  of  marked  ability  and  of  unwavering  in- 
tegrity of  purpose. 

VVhile  identified  with  the  railroad  business 
Mr.  Hinds  was  elected  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Atlantic  &  Great  Western  Life  Insur- 
ance Company,  whose  membership  is  confined 
to  emj)loyes  of  the  railroad  company.  He  re- 
mained incumbent  of  this  dual  office  for  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty  years,  and  thereafter  he  served 
in  turn  as  vice-president  and  president  of  the 
company.  When  he  identified  himself  with  the 
organization  it  had  about  three  hundred  mem- 
bers or  policy  holders,  and  when  he  retired 
from  the  presidency  the  list  of  members  com- 
prised twenty-four  hundred  names.  He  was 
primarily  instrumental  in  placing  the  company 
on  a  solid  financial  basis  and  in  formulating  the 
excellent  system  upon  which  the  organization 
has  been  built  up  and  perpetuated.  He  was 
also  secretary  of  the  railroad  library  for  sev- 
eral years.    In  politics  Mr.  Hinds  gives  an  un- 
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swerving  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  he  is  essentially  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  in  his  attitude  as  a  citizen.  He  has 
taken  deep  interest  and  pride  in  the  upbuilding 
and  civic  and  industrial  advancement  of  his. 
native  town,  and  has  contributed  in  every  pos- 
sible way  to  the  furtherance  of  its  welfare.  He 
served  one  term  as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
education  and  was  a  member  of  the  board 
through  whose  labors  was  effected  the  organ- 
ization of  the  present  public  library  of  Kent. 
He  has  been  most  zealous  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  the  library  and  has  been  president 
of  its  board  for  many  years.  He  is  a  member 
of  Rocton  Lodge,  No.  316,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  Kent,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
secretary  for  thirty  years,  and  at  Akron,  Sum- 
mit county,  he  holds  membership  in  Akron 
Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  besides  which 
he  is  identified  with  the  auxiliary  organization, 
the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of  which  Mrs. 
Hinds  also  is  a  member. 

The  banking  institution  of  which  Mr.  Hinds 
is  cashier  was  organized  in  185 1,  under  the 
title  of  the  Franklin  Bank  of  Portage  county, 
and  its  history  has  been  one  of  consecutive 
success.  It  was  reorganized  as  a  national  bank 
in  1865,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  solid 
banking  houses  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
its  operations  are  based  on  a  capital  stock  of 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution at  the  present  time  are  as  follows: 
William  S.  Kent,  president;  Isaac  D.  Tuttle, 
vice-president ;  George  E.  Hinds,  cashier ;  and 
George  J.  Stauffer,  assistant  cashier.  All  of 
these  executive  officers  except  the  last  men- 
tioned are  members  of  the  directorate,  which 
also  includes  P.  W.  Engner  and  M.  B.  Spell- 
man. 

In  1875  Mr.  Hinds  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Ann  S.  Jerome,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Portage  county,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Selina  (Botsford)  Jerome.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hinds  became  the  parents  of  five 
children,  of  whom  all  are  living  except  Albert 
J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years ;  Jes- 
sie Mary  is  the  wife  of  M.  B.  Spellman,  of 
Kent;  William  J.  is  president  of  the  Booth- 
Hinds  Manufacturing  Company  at  Kings- 
land,  New  Jersey ;  George  W.  is  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  of  Franklin  township 
in  his  home  county  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the 
raising  of  celery  and  onions;  and  Carrie  E., 
who  was  graduated  in  the  Kent  high  school, 
remains  at  the  parental  home. 
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EuGKNE  Edgar  Adams. — Among  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Concord  township,  Lake 
county,  who  spent  the  greater  part  of  their 
lives  within  its  precincts,  not  one  was  held  in 
greater  esteem  and  respect  than  the  late 
Eugene  Edgar  Adams.  Stanch  and  true,  he 
always  exerted  his  influence  to  promote  the 
highest  interests  of  his  community,  and  was 
widely  known  as  an  enterprising  and  success- 
ful farmer,  a  truly  patriotic  citizen,  a  kind  and 
generous  neighbor  and  as  a  loving  husband 
and  father.  He  was  born,  June  i,  1845,  in 
Concord  township,  Ohio,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  same  place,  October  9,  1908, 
was  a  cause  of  general  regret.  His  grand- 
father, Martin  Adams,  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Lake  county.  He  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  and  his  wife,  who  survived  him,  at- 
tained the  remarkable  age  of  loi  years. 

Mr.  Adams'  father,  Martin  Hart  Adams, 
who  was  born  in  Concoid  township,  Hved  a 
short  time  in  Russell,  Ohio,  and  spent  four 
years  in  Michigan,  but  was  otherwise  engaged 
in  farming  in  Lake  county,  his  death  occurring 
on  his  home  farm  in  Concord  township  March 
26,  1890.  He  married  Arte  Mead  Messenger, 
a  native,  likewise,  of  Concord  township,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children,  name- 
ly :  Eugene  Edgar,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  a  daughter  that  died  in  infancy. 

Although  a  few  of  his  boyhood  days  were 
spent  in  another  part  of  this  state  and  in  Mich- 
igan, luigene  Edgar  Adams  returned  to  his 
native  township  when  fourteen  years  old,  and 
here  c<>niploted  his  education  in  the  public 
schools.  lH)n(l  from  his  youth  up  of  gfood 
reading,  he  subsequently  became  familiar  with 
the  history  of  our  own  and  other  countries, 
and  was  especially  well  informed  in  regard  to 
current  affairs.  He  took  an  intelligent  interest 
in  everything  pertaining  tt>  the  welfare  not 
only  of  his  township,  county  and  state,  but  of 
our  country,  as  a  boy  and  youth,  being  thor- 
oughly convincetl  of  the  right  and  need  of 
abolishing  chattel  slavery.  When  the  tocsin 
of  war  rang  throughout  our  land  he  was 
anxious  to  enlist  in  the  arniv,  but  on  account 
of  delicate  health  hesitated  to  do  so  until  i8C>s. 
when  he  offered  his  services,  enlisting  as  a  pri- 
vate. While  in  the  anny  he  contracted  typhoid 
fever,  antl  it  is  probable  that  he  never  fully  re- 
covered from  its  elYects.  The  death  of  his  si^n. 
Wade  K.  Adams,  while  serving  in  the  Spanish- 
American  war.  was  a  sad  affliction  to  Mr. 
Adams,  but  he  lx>re  his  loss  with  cheerfulness 
and  patience  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  pursu- 


ing his  usual  work  and  greeting  his  friends 
with  the  cordial  welcome  to  which  they  had 
ever  been  accustomed,  never  obtruding  his  per- 
sonal griefs  and  sorrows  on  others. 

Mr.  Adams  married,  April  21,  1868,  Ann  V. 
Goodwill,  the  ceremony  that  united  them  for 
life  being  performed  by  Rev.  P.  P.  Pinney,  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  being 
witnessed  by  G.  N.  Tuttle  and  J.  W.  Penfield. 
Three  sons  blessed  their  union,  one  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  The  others  were  Wade  E. 
and  Martin  G.  Wade  E.  Adams  enlisted  in 
Company  M,  Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Spanish-Amer- 
ican war  in  1898,  and  died,  at  Fort  Thomas, 
Kentucky,  in  1898,  while  on  his  way  home 
from  Florida,  where  his  regiment  had  been 
in  camp,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
his  birth  having  occurred  June  2,  1877. 

Martin  Goodwill  Adams,  born  October  8, 
1876,  in  Concord  township,  Lake  county,  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  resides,  is  numbered 
among  the  successful  and  progressive  agricul- 
turists of  the  state.  He  and  his  mother  have 
three  good  farms  in  Concord  township,  aggre- 
gating 187  acres,  the  larger  number  of  which 
are  under  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  mar- 
ried, November  20,  1900,  Cora  Tyler,  daughter 
of  Mrs.  Inez  (Tinker^  Tyler,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  they  have  three  chil- 
dren, Wadena,  Raymond  and  Lysle. 

Frank  D.  E.  Wickham. — Long  and  inti- 
mately identified  with  newspaper  work  in  the 
city  of  Norwalk,  Huron  county,  as  was  also 
his  honored  father,  he  whose  name  initiates  this 
review  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  family 
name  in  connection  with  practical  and  well 
ordered  journalism  and  loyal  citizenship, 
and  though  he  is  now  financial  agent  of  the 
American  Protective  Tariff  League,  of  New 
York  citv,  he  retains  his  residence  in  Norwalk, 
and  there  is  eminent  consistency  in  according  to 
him  recognition  in  this  history  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  its  people,  bi^th  by  reason  of  per- 
sonal accomplishment  in  an  important  field  of 
endeavor  and  prominence  in  connection  with 
I)ublic  affairs  and  on  account  of  the  influential 
]>osition  long  held  in  this  favored  section  of  the 
state  by  his  father,  who  was  for  many  years 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Xorz*.*alk  RcHcctor 
and  who  served  in  various  offices  of  distinctive 
public  trust. 

Aprojxx^  of  the  statement  of  Macaulay  to 
the  effect  that  **A  people  that  take  no  pride  in 
the  noble  achievements  of  remote  ancestors  will 
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never  achieve  anything  worthy  to  be  remem- 
bered with  pride  by  remote  descendants,"  it 
may  be  said  that  the  subject  of  this  review 
reverts  with  much  of  appreciation  to  a  lineage 
of  distinguished  order,  as  he  is  a  descendant 
of  staunch  colonial  ancestry,  in  which  have 
been  found  many  representatives  whose  names 
are  honored  in  the  history  of  the  nation.  Frank 
Dudlev  Erskine  W'ickham  i>  a  native  son  of 
the  Western  Reser\'e,  a:>  he  was  born  in  Xor- 
Ai'alk,  Huron  county.  Ohio,  on  the  29th  of 
April,  i860,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and 
Lucv  1  Bancroft  (  Preston  )  Wickham. 

The  founder  of  the  Wickham  familv  in 
America  was  Israel  Wickham.  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  England,  and  who  immigrated  to 
America  in  1662.  landing  at  Newport,  Rhode 
Island.  He  died  in  1687  and  his  remains  rest 
in  an  ancient  cemetery  at  Hampton.  Long 
Island.  His  son  Samuel  was  born  at  Warwick. 
Kingstown.  Rhode  Island,  on  the  i6th  of  June, 
1664,  and  died  about  17 12.  Samuel  Wickham 
was  married,  June  4.  i^xji,  to  Barbara  Holden. 
and  they  had  ten  children.  He  wa>  made  com- 
mander of  a  "trained  banfl"  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1700.  and  he  served  as  deputy  from  War- 
wick to  the  general  assembly  hM  several  years. 
his  final  incumbency  uf  thi-  office  having  l>een 
in  1710;  he  also  servtd  a>  clerk  of  the  a-- 
semblv. 

Thomas,  son  of  Samuel  and  IJarbara  i  Hol- 
den) Wickham,  was  born  at  Xewjiort.  Rh  vie 
Island,  July  30.  1700.  He  dierl  on  the  V)\\\  of 
September,  1777.  and  both  he  anrl  hi-  wife 
were  interred  in  Trinity  churchyard  in  New- 
port. On  the  23rd  of  March.  1725,  he  married 
Hannah  Brewer,  and  they  became  the  j^arent- 
of  thirteen  children.  Th«t::ia>  Wickham  wa- 
one  of  the  oriijina!  men'.ber-  i.f  the  Newijon 
Artillery  Company  an*:  wa-  --ne  of  the  c-^rpor- 
ators  of  the  historic  \i\:'\\\*rA  Library  .,:  New- 
port. He  served  a-  'le:,iit;.  in  \\\*:  i^f.-Tv.-ra! 
assembly  in  1748.  an^i  thr..uc{h  :■:-  •:■  v,v^i:*r^•  >r: 
with  the  militia  he  L^ainc!  ihr  :i:!-  ■  i  'i7x\/.h"\. 
Thomas  Wickhari*!  II  .  -'<::  ■  :  Tho:7-.a-  an*! 
Hannah  (Brewer-  Wicklia:.:.  .'.a-  'r  r:.  a: 
Newport.  Rhode  I-!ar.'^!.  A;.r:!  5.  17,2'..  ari*'. 
died  March  21.  1817.  *  r.t  :!:'.-  22:.^!  <  f  I;-.:-:  .- 
bcr,  1762,  was  ioleir.r.ized  ;-.:-  rr.arriaL":  v  Mi- 
Elizabeth  Wanton.  da::L:r:t:r  -  :'  •  x  v-.r:.  r  _■  .-- 
q)h  Wanton,  of  Rh'y'.e  Nlar.'i,  v.  h 
Mar>',  was  a  daughter  o  f  J  oh :  ■  W '  i :  ■ : : .  r  : 
latter  was  a  great-grand -^n  or  J  oh:.  '.'.': 
who  was  the  founder  of  :he  civ.-  c 
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1630^  and  her  mother.  Ann    ■  iJu^i!':/ 
Ilirop,  was  a  daughter  of  (^iovrrn-^r   j  ;S'::.h 


Dudley  of  Massachusetts.  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
beth ( Wanton;  Wickham  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  and  the  direct  line  of  descent 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  traced  through 
their  son  William,  who  was  born  at  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  on  the  7th  of  July,  1778,  and 
who  died  at  Sodus  Point,  Wayne  county,  New- 
York,  in  May  1875,  having  thus  attained  the 
age  of  nearly  one  hundred  years.  William 
\Vickham  was  united  in  marriage  to  Catherine 
Christian,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth 
(  Hodgkinson;  Christian,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
they  had  seven  children.  William  Wickham 
served  in  the  United  States  navv  in  the  war 

(A   1812, 

Frederick  Wickham,  son  of  William  and 
EHzabeth  i  lI«^xlgkinsoni  Wickham  and  father 
of  him  who>e  name  initiate>  this  article,  was 
born  in  New  York  Citv  on  the  nth  of  March. 
1812,  and  his  death  occurred  in  Norwalk.  Ohio, 
on  the  I2th  of  January.  1901.  In  early  life 
he  was  a  sailor  on  the  <^jreat  Lake^.  and  he  wa> 
reared  to  maturitv  in  the  -tate  of  New  York, 
where  he  received  hi-  earlv  education,  which 
wa-  broadened  into  one  of  distinctively  liberal 
<»rder  throuj^h  his  self -application  and  hi-  a-- 
-ociation  with  men  an^i  affair^  in  later  year-. 
He  e^tabli-hed  hi>  home  in  Norwa'k.  Huron 
county.  Ohi'j.  in  May.  1^33.  an^i  for  more 
than  half  a  century  he  .va-  editor  and  pub- 
lisher ^f  the  y.oru\ilk  Reflect' fr,  which  he  made 
a  p'^Aver  in  the  political  fie'd  and  a  worthy  ex- 
jji^nent  "f  IrK'al  intere-t-.  Hi-  iden tinea: ion 
with.  :hi-  enterpri-e  bet^an  a^/iUt  the  year  i?^40 
a  TV  I  terrr.inated  only  v.-ith  hi-  death.  No  man 
in  t!:e  c  .itnty  war  better  !<::•/.•. :i  or  he!'!  a  Ti-ore 
-ec'.irr:  i/.acv  in  pouular  Cinr/i-rryx-  an*;  esteem. 
He  v.a-  wP-L'^re--!ve  an*^:  '.:r>Tra!  a-  a  -"'tizen.  ^:id 
:::vx.h  to  f::r:her  the  -ocial  >.:A  rr^aterii!  drve!- 
'.]j:rj::\i  •,:  :h:-  fav-^re'l  -e-;::  .:i  >,:  'hr  'A'e-ter:; 
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ious  civic  and  fraternal  organizations,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  Universalist  church. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1835,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Frederick  Wickham  to 
Miss  Lucy  Bancroft  Preston,  who  was  born 
at  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  March  27,  1814, 
and  who  came  with  her  parents,  Samuel  and 
Esther  (Taylor)  Preston,  to  Norwalk,  Ohio, 
in  1 8 19.  Frederick  and  Lucy  B.  (Preston) 
Wickham  became  the  parents  of  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  five  sons  and  five  daughters 
are  now  living.  Lucy  B.  (Preston) Wickham 
died  at  Norwalk,  June  19,  1897. 

Frank  D.  E.  Wickham  was  afforded  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
city  of  Norwalk  and  supplemented  this  disci- 
pline by  a  course  in  Lafayette  College  at  Eas- 
ton,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Wickham  earlv  became 
associated  with  the  affairs  of  the  newspaper 
conducted  by  his  father,  and  he  thoroughly 
familiarized  himself  with  the  mysteries  and 
intricacies  of  the  "art  preservative  of  all  arts," 
connection  with  which  has  often  been  said  to 
be  tantamount  to  a  liberal  education.  From 
September,  1882,  until  November  13,  1909,  he 
was  continuously  identified  with  the  editorial 
and  business  affairs  of  the  A'orwalk  Reflector, 
on  which  he  served  in  turn  as  city  editor,  as- 
sociate editor  and  managing  and  controlling 
editor.  In  November,  1909,  Mr.  Wickham  re- 
tired from  his  active  association  with  the 
Norwalk  Reflector  to  assume  the  responsible 
office  of  which  he  is  now  incumbent, — that  of 
financial  agent  of  the  American  Protective 
Tariff  League,  of  New  York  City. 

Mr.  Wickham  has  ever  been  unwavering  in 
his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  and  he 
has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  promotion  of  its 
cause,  not  from  a  desire  for  official  preferment 
or  incidental  emoluments,  but  because  he  has 
firmly  believed  in  the  principles  for  which  it 
stands  sponsor  and  has  wished  them  to  pre- 
vail, as  to  further  the  general  welfare  of  the 
nation.  He  has  never  held  any  public  office 
except  the  very  minor  one  of  member  of  the 
Norwalk  board  of  health,  but  for  more  than 
twenty  successive  years  he  was  secretary  of  the 
Republican  county  conventions  of  Huron 
county,  and  from  1881  to  1909  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Republican  city  committee  of  Nor- 
walk. Mr.  Wickham  attends  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  com- 
municant, and  in  a  fraternal  way  he  is  affiliated 
with  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Foresters,  the    Benevolent 


and  Protective  order  of  Elks  and  the  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon  college  fraternity. 

In  his  native  city  of  Norwalk,  on  the  14th 
of  October,  1886,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Wickham  to  Miss  Agnes  Caro- 
line Benedict,  who  was  born  and  reared  in 
Norwalk  and  who  is  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  distinguished  families  of 
Huron  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
David  DeForest  Benedict  and  Harriott  Mel- 
vina  (Deaver)  Benedict.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Norwalk  on  August  i,  1833,  being  a 
son  of  Jonas  Benedict,  whose  father,  Piatt 
Benedict,  was  the  first  settler  of  the  city  of 
Norwalk  and  one  of  the  most  influential  pio- 
neers of  Huron  countv.  Dr.  Benedict  was 
long  numbered  among  the  representative  phy- 
sicians and  surgeons  of  Huron  county,  but  re- 
tired from  practice  some  years  before  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  January  5,  1901,  to  look 
after  his  large  land  interests.  On  January  15, 
1862,  he  tendered  his  services  in  defense  of  the 
Union  as  acting  assistant  surgeon,  and  on  Feb- 
ruary 5  of  the  following  year  he  received  com- 
mission as  assistant  surgeon  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Ohio  Veteran  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
on  June  8,  1865,  he  was  commissioned  surgeon 
of  this  regiment.  He  was  captured  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga  and  was  held  in  duress  in 
Libby  prison  for  nearly  six  months.  He  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  William  Bradford,  who 
came  to  America  in  the  historic  "Mayflower"  in 
1620  and  who  became  governor  of  Plymouth 
colony,  Massachusetts.  Mrs.  Harriott  Melvina 
(Deaver)  Benedict,  mother  of  Mrs.  Wickham, 
was  born  at  Watertown,  New  York,  on  May 
4,  1835,  and  she  died  in  Norwalk,  Ohio,  on 
April  25,  1909.  She  was  a  descendant  of  the 
De Veres  and  Shaons,  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia, members  of  which  were  prominent  as 
soldiers  of  the  Continental  line  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution. 

Concerning  the  children  of  ]\Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Wickham  the  following  brief  record  is  given : 
Eleanor  Shaon,  who  was  born  on  October  4, 
1887,  was  graduated  in  the  Norwalk  high 
school  and  is  now  (1910)  attending  a  kinder- 
garten training  school  in  the  city  of  Cleveland ; 
Harriott  Benedict,  who  was  born  on  May  23, 
1890,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Norwalk  high  school 
and  is  now  a  student  in  Wooster  University : 
William  Preston  was  born  September  13,  1893 ; 
Lucy  Preston  was  born  July  31,  1897:  and 
David  Benedict  was  born  June  28.  1904.  These 
children  are  all  natives  of  the  citv  of  Norwalk 
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and  they  have  the  unusual  distinction  of  being 
direct  descendants  of  both  William  Bradford 
and  John  Winthrop,  of  colonial  fame. 

Timothy  Graves  Parsons. — Distinguished 
as  one  of  the  longest  established  and  most  re- 
spected business  men  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
Timothy  G.  Parsons  has  been  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  manufacturing  and  mercantile  in- 
terests of  Kent,  Portage  county,  for  upwards 
of  forty  years,  being  engaged  in  lumbering  and 
milling.  A  son  of  Edward  Parsons,  he  was 
born  September  17,  1832,  in  Brimfield  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  where  he  spent  the  ear- 
lier vears  of  his  life.  A  native  of  Massachu- 
setts,  Edward  Parsons  was  born  in  Northamp- 
ton, Hampshire  county,  coming  from  honored 
colonial  ancestry.  He  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  when  young,  and  after  working  at  it  for 
a  time  in  his  home  town  he  came  in  1830  to 
Ohio,  settling  first  in  Cleveland,  where  for  two 
years  he  followed  his  trade,  being  employed  in 
the  building  of  the  old  American  House,  the 
leading  hotel  of  the  city.  Subsequently  com- 
ing to  Portage  county,  he  bought  land  in  Brim- 
field  township  and  improved  a  good  farm,  on 
which  he  resided  many  years.  He  was  promi- 
nent in  local  aflfairs,  and  was  the  second  post- 
master to  serve  in  Brimfield  township.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  physical  and  mental  vigor, 
and  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven 
years.  He  married  Clementine  Janes,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts.  She  died  in  the  ninetieth 
year  of  her  age.  Their  six  children,  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  all  grew  to  years  of  ma- 
turity, T.  G.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  being 
the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  and  the  eldest 
son. 

After  leaving  the  district  school  T.  G.  Par- 
sons attended  the  academv  at  Bissells  for  one 
term,  completing  his  early  education  at  a  select 
school  at  Franklin  Mills,  now  Kent.  Begin- 
ning the  battle  of  life  for  himself  when  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  he  was  for  two  years  a  clerk 
in  the  store  of  C.  D.  Hall  &  Co.  in  Akron.  Am- 
bitious, however,  to  see  more  of  the  world,  he 
started  in  January,  1853,  for  the  Pacific  coast, 
going  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  to 
San  Francisco.  For  seven  years  he  remained 
in  California,  being  engaged  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  in  mining.  Returning  then  to  Ohio, 
he  again  crossed  the  Isthmus,  from  there  com- 
ing home  by  way  of  New  Orleans  and  Cincin- 
nati. Locating  in  Brimfield  township,  he 
bought  land  and  carried  on  farming  for  one 
year.     His  patriotic  ardor  being  aroused  by 


the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  Mr.  Par- 
sons oflfered  his  services  to  his  country,  enlist- 
ing September  20,  1 861,  in  Company  A,  Forty- 
second  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a  private, 
and  served,  mostly  in  the  field,  until  November 
3,  1863,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on 
account  of  physical  disability.  He  was  subse- 
quently with  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
Thirteenth  Army  Corps  on  detached  service 
for  a  while.  Then,  after  spending  a  brief  time 
at  home,  he  was  sent  to  Louisville  as  clerk  in 
the  assistant  quartermaster's  department,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  July,  1865. 
After  his  return  home,  ^Ir.  Parsons  took  an 
extended  trip  through  the  western  states,  visit- 
ing the  more  important  places  of  interest.  In 
the  following  year,  in  1866,  he  settled  in  Kent, 
w^here  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in 
the  lumber  and  milling  business,  having  built 
up  an  extensive  and  profitable  industry,  in  the 
management  of  which  he  has  now  the  assist- 
ance of  two  of  his  sons. 

Mr.  Parsons  married,  in  1866,  Eleanor  M. 
Sawyer,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Sawyer,  who 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  from  Vermont 
in  1816,  locating  in  Brimfield  township,  Por- 
tage county.  Three  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Parsons,  namely :  Edward  S.,  in  busi- 
ness with  his  father;  John  T.,  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania ;  and  Dwight  L.,  also  engaged  in 
business  with  his  father.  Mr.  Parsons  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  while  in  California,  for 
the  Democratic  nominee,  James  Buchanan,  but 
has  since  been  identified  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  has  served  on  the  local  school 
lx)ard,  and  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the 
city  council,  but  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
official  honors,  preferring  to  devote  his  atten- 
tion to  his  private  interests.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  Master  Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  A.  H. 
Day  Post  No.  316,  G.  A.  R. 

Sylvester  M.  Luther. — The  names  and 
deeds  of  those  who  have  wrought  nobly  in  the 
past  should  be  held  in  lasting  honor,  and  thus 
he  whose  heritage  is  that  of  worthy  lives  and 
worthy  deeds  typifying  the  record  of  his  an- 
cestry, may  well  find  much  of  satisfaction  and 
pride  in  reverting  to  those  who  were  his  fore- 
bears. Sylvester  M.  Luther,  who  is  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  the  village  of  Garrettsville,  Por- 
tage county,  is  not  only  a  representative  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  but  is  also  a  scion  of  distinguished 
ancestry  whose  lineage  is  traced  back  in  Amer- 
ican annals  to  the  formative  period  in  Amer- 
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ican  history.  The  name  has  ever  stood  expo- 
nent of  the  highest  integrity  and  honor,  and 
in  the  several  generations  have  been  men  who 
have  attained  to  distinction  in  professional, 
public  and  civic  life  and  in  connection  with 
practical  business  activities.  He  whose  name 
initiates  this  paragraph  was  long  numbered 
among  the  prominent  business  men  of  Gar- 
rettsville,  and  now,  venerable  in  years,  he  is 
enjoying  that  dignified  retirement  and  gracious 
status  which  should  ever  stand  as  the  reward 
for  former  years  of  earnest  toil  and  endeavor. 
Sylvester  M.  Luther  was  born  in  the  village 
which  is  now  his  home,  and  the  date  of  his  na- 
tivity was  July  10,  1838.  Its  significance  is  ap- 
parent, and  he  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  of  the 
native  born  sons  residing  in  the  attractive  vil- 
lage with  whose  interests  he  has  been  so  long 
and  prominently  identified  and  in  which  he 
has  been  influential  and  honored  as  a  citizen  of 
utmost  loyalty  and  public  spirit.  His  father, 
Mace  Luther,  was  a  native  of  historic  old 
Swansea,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated  and  whence  he  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  in  1837.  He  located  in  Gar- 
rettsville,  which  was  then  a  diminutive  village, 
and  here  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  trade,  that 
of  a  mason.  He  also  became  the  owner  of  a 
farm  in  Hiram  township,  and  eventually  de- 
veloped the  same  into  a  valuable  property.  He 
and  his  wife  were  numbered  among  the  most 
zealous  and  influential  members  of  the  Baptist 
church  in  Garrettsville,  and  they  were  ever 
held  in  the  highest  regard  in  the  community, 
where  they  continued  to  reside  until  they  were 
summoned  from  the  scene  of  life's  mortal  en- 
deavors. He  attained  to  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-four  years,  and  his  name  is  inscribed  on 
the  roll  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Portage 
county,  where  he  lived  and  labored  to  goodly 
ends.  He  was  a  son  of  Theophilus  Luther, 
who  likewise  was  born  in  Swansea,  Massachu- 
setts, and  who  was  the  third  of  the  family  to 
bear  the  name  of  Theophilus  in  America.  He 
was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the  Continental  line 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  continued  tc 
reside  in  the  old  Bay  state  until  his  death.  He 
was  a  direct  descendant,  as  a  son  of  Theophilus 
Luther  (second),  and  grandson  of  Theophilus 
(first),  from  the  latter *s  father.  Rev.  Samuel 
Luther,  who  was  the  first  clerg>'man  of  the 
]  baptist  church  in  America,  whence  the  orig- 
inal progenitors  in  the  New  World  came  from 
Dorsetshire,  England,  in  1630.  For  thirty 
years  Rev.  Samuel  Luther  presided  over  the 
Baptist  church  of  Swansea,  Massachusetts,  snd 


his  name  is  conspicuously  identified  with  the 
annals  of  that  section  of  the  old  Bay  state. 

Mrs.  Eliza  (Francis)  Luther,  mother  of  him 
whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Taunton,  Massachusetts,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Peleg  and  Nancy  (Allen)  Francis,  both 
natives  of  Massachusetts  and  of  staunch  Eng- 
lish lineage.  Representatives  of  both  families 
were  found  enrolled  as  loyal  soldiers  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution,  and  thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
both  through  direct  and  collateral  lines  the 
subject  of  this  review  is  identified  with  fami- 
lies founded  in  America  in  the  early  colonial 
epoch.  His  mother  lived  to  attain  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years,  and  the  remains  of  both  her 
husband  and  herself  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Garrettsville.  Of  their  four  children  Sylvester 
M.  is  the  eldest;  Henry  A.  is  likewise  a  rep- 
resentative citizen  of  Garrettsville;  Eliza,  the 
first  of  the  name,  died  in  1836,  at  the  age  of 
two  years ;  and  Ann  Eliza,  second,  is  the  wife 
of  Ira  T.  Wilder,  of  Garrettsville. 

Sylvester  M.  Luther  gained  his  early^edu- 
cationl  training  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  village  and  supplemented  this  discipline 
by  a  course  of  study  in  an  academy  then  con- 
ducted in  the  village  of  Hiram,  Portage  coun- 
ty. That  he  made  good  use  of  the  scholastic 
advantages  aflForded  him  is  evident  when  we 
revert  to  the  fact  that  when  a  young  man  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school  at  Piedmont,  Jeflfer- 
son  county,  Mississippi,  where  he  was  thus  en- 
gaged for  one  year,  with  marked  success.  Even 
at  this  time  the  relations  between  the  north  and 
south  were  maintained  at  a  delicate  tension, 
with  the  eventual  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war, 
and  Mr.  Luther  returned  to  his  home  in  the 
north  in  i860,  about  a  year  before  the  war  was 
precipitated  upon  a  divided  nation.  Soon  after 
his  return  to  Garrettsville  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  drug  store  of  Dr.  Eben  B.  Lee,  and  here 
he  continued  to  be  identified  with  the  drug 
business  until  the  spring  of  1865,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  photographic  business  in  the  city 
of  Cleveland  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Nor- 
ton &  Luther.  He  was  thus  engaged  for  a 
period  of  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of 
which  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Cleveland 
and  returned  to  Garrettsville,  where,  in  1869, 
he  purchased  the  drug  business  of  H.  L.  Hyde. 
He  continued  the  enterprise  until  1885  and  se- 
cured a  large  and  representative  patronage, 
based  upon  his  honorable  business  methods 
and  personal  popularity.  In  the  year  men- 
tioned he  disposed  of  the  business  and  since 
that  time  has  lived  virtually  retired,  having  an 
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attractive  home  in  his  native  town,  having 
gained  a  competency  through  his  well  directed 
efforts  in  the  past,  and  resting  secure  in  the 
esteem  and  friendship  of  the  community  with 
whose  civic  and  business  interests  he  has  so 
long  been  concerned.  Mr.  Luther  has  been  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century  a  volunteer  observer 
for  the  United  States  weather  bureau.  He  has 
kept  careful  record  and  made  regular  reports 
during  the  entire  period  of  the  existence  of  the 
weather  bureau,  and  prior  to  that  had  for  four 
years  made  similar  reports  to  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  so  that  his  efforts  in  this  line  cover 
a  period  of  fully  thirty  years.  Mr.  Luther 
takes  a  most  lively  interest  in  the  history  of 
his  native  county  and  state,  and  has  made  val- 
uable contributions  to  the  records  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  notably  in  the  compilation  ana 
publication  of  a  history  of  Garrettsville, — 
issued  in  pamphlet  form  in  1907.  As  a  citizen 
he  has  ever  shown  the  utmost  loyalty  and  pub- 
lic spirit  and  in  politics  he  has  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party  from  the  time  of 
attaining  to  his  legal  majority,  having  cast  his 
first  presidential  vote  in  support  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  in  1861.  He  is  affiliated  with  Garretts- 
ville Lodge,  No.  246,  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons. 

Mr.  Luther  married,  March  18,  1863,  Miss 
Ellen  M.  Ashald,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  a 
daughter  of  Abel  and  Elizabeth  (Wright) 
Ashald.  Two  children  have  been  born  of  this 
union,  Francis  M.,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  born  in 
Garrettsville  February  2,  1864,  and  Allan  W., 
born  April  27,  1875,  ^^^^  ^^ly  6,  1875. 

John  M.  Albert,  the  honored  pioneer 
farmer  of  Harrisville  township  who  is  now  liv- 
ing in  retirement  at  Lodi,  Medina  county,  is  of 
a  family  which  for  seventy  years  or  more  has 
been  promoting  its  agricultural  and  public  in- 
terests. He  is  a  native  of  Homer  township, 
that  county,  born  July  16,  1840,  and  is  a  son 
of  Christian  and  Alzina  (Munson)  Albert.  To 
trace  the  establishment  of  the  family  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  the  historian  must  revert  to 
the  grandfather,  Jacob  Albert,  a  native  of 
Maryland,  who  married  Barbara  Doane,  moved 
to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  afterward  to  Ho- 
mer township,  Medina  county.  Christian  Al- 
bert, his  son,  was  born  in  Stark  county  in  1816, 
and  while  a  young  man  came  first  into  posses- 
sion of  forty  acres  of  land  in  Homer  township. 
By  later  additions  his  farm  reached  102  acres, 
and  this  property  he  sold  and  purchased  200 
acres  in  Harrisville  township,  west  of  Lodi. 


As  previously,  his  affairs  prospered  and  the 
area  of  his  land  holdings  finally  amounted  to 
700  acres.  Although  a  successful  general 
farmer,  perhaps  his  most  profitable  operations 
were  in  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep,  his  fame  as  a 
livestock  dealer  extending  into  many  of  the 
counties  adjoining  Medina.  He  also  showed 
the  interest  of  an  intelligent  and  good  citizen 
in  providing  educational  privileges  for  the 
children  of  his  township,  and  was  mainly  in- 
strumental in  building  one  of  the  first  log 
school  houses  of  his  home  neighborhood.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  the  Harrisville  farm  un- 
til his  death  in  1892.  On  April  21,  1839, 
Christian  Albert  wedded  Miss  Alzina  Mun- 
son, daughter  of  John  P.  and  Sally  (Munson) 
Munson,  and  his  widow  is  still  living,  nearly 
ninety  years  of  age — one  of  the  most  remark- 
able illustrations  furnished  by  the  Western 
Reserve  of  the  preservation  of  bodily  and  men- 
tal faculties  in  the  vigor  and  elasticity  of  nor- 
mal middle  age.  Mrs.  Christian  Albert  was 
born  in  Congress  township,  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  November  6,  1820;  has  already  outlived 
the  seventieth  anniversary  of  her  marriage, 
and  her  army  of  friends  and  admirers  heartily 
wish  that  she  will  celebrate  many  other  anni- 
versaries which  have  their  inception  in  the 
earlier  years  of  the  nineteenth  century. 

John  M.  Albert,  of  this  biography,  is  an  only 
child,  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  of  his  township  and  a  select  establish- 
ment in  Lodi.  He  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he 
married  and  settled  with  his  wife  on  a  dairy 
farm  in  Harrisville  township.  The  product  of 
his  thirty-five  cows  at  an  early  day  was  sold 
mostly  to  the  cheese  factory  operated  by  the 
Horr- Warner  Company.  This  place,  upon 
which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Albert  continued  to  re- 
side until  1903,  was  part  of  the  paternal  farm 
of  700  acres,  and  was  the  scene  of  the  birth 
and  rearing  of  a  large  family  of  children.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1841,  was  for- 
merly Miss  Saphronia  E.  Loomis,  daughter  of 
Edward  C.  and  Elizabeth  (Stearns)  Loomis, 
her  parents,  at  an  early  day.  coming  from 
Pennsylvania  to  Harrisville  township.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Albert  are  the  parents  of  the  follow- 
ing: Harvey  E.,  a  prominent  farmer  of  the 
township,  whose  sketch  is  elsewhere  published ; 
Emerson  S. :  Richard  M.,  a  farmer  of  West- 
field  township  and  formerly  prominent  in  the 
politics  of  Harrisville  township ;  Julia  E.,  now 
the  wife  of  Clinton  Scranton,  of  Lodi ;  and 
Price  S.,  of  Westfield  township. 
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Walter  Dale,  a  successful  and  enterprising 
agriculturist,  was  born  in  LaGrange  township 
on  August  27,  1840,  a  son  of  Abbott  and  Me- 
linda  (Pease)  Dale,  both  born  in  Vermont,  the 
father  on  August  3,  1793,  and  the  mother  on 
June  s,  1800.  As  early  as  1833  the  parents 
journeyed  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  estab- 
lished their  home  in  LaGrange  township,  jour- 
neying by  canal  from  Albany  to  Buffalo, 
thence  on  Lake  Erie  to  Cleveland,  and  on  to 
their  future  home  in  LaGrange  township, 
where  Abbott  Dale  took  up  fifty  acres  of  tim- 
ber land  on  Vermont  street,  on  both  sides  of 
the  east  branch  of  Black  river.  The  place  was 
at  that  time  partly  improved  and  contained  a 
comfortable  log  house.  Mr.  Dale  kept  adding 
to  his  landed  possessions  until  he  owned  about 
178  acres.  He  used  oxen  principally  in  clear- 
ing his  land  and  carrying  on  its  work  and  he 
was  one  of  the  honored,  early  pioneers  of  this 
community  and  assisted  materially  in  its  up- 
building and  improvement.  He  died  here 
September  8,  1872,  and  on  January  4  of  the 
following  year  his  wife  was  also  called  to  the 
home  beyond.  There  were  seven  sons  and 
three  daughters  in  their  family,  Walter  being 
the  youngest,  and  all  were  born  in  Vermont 
with  the  exception  of  him  and  two  others.  The 
children  were  as  follows :  Rhoda,  who  married 
Loomis  Clark  and  resided  in  Pittsfield,  Ohio, 
and  there  died;  James  Harrison,  who  resided 
in  Vermont  and  died  unmarried;  Orric,  who 
was  a  farmer  and  died  in  LaGrange;  Anson, 
who  was  a  farmer  in  Pittsfield  and  later  moved 
to  near  Charlotte,  Michigan,  and  there  died; 
Jason  died  in  infancy  in  Vermont;  Gilbert,  a 
cabinet  maker,  and  later  a  stock  dealer,  died  in 
Charlotte,  Michigan  ;  Arden  T.  resided  for  a 
number  of  years  on  the  homestead,  later  re- 
moved to  Oberlin,  and  there  died ;  Ann  M.  died 
in  infancy;  Jane  married  Washington  White 
and  resides  at  LaGrange ;  and  Walter. 

Walter  Dale  lived  at  home  with  his  parents 
for  five  years  after  his  marriage,  which  oc- 
curred on  December  20,  1866,  to  Loantha 
White,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield  township  of 
Lorain  county  February  25,  1840,  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Samantha  (Amy)  White,  both  of 
whom  were  born  near  Saratoga,  Xew  York. 
The  only  child  of  this  union  is  a  daughter, 
Addie,  born  on  November  25,  1868,  and  she 
is  at  home  with  her  father.  This  wife  died  on 
July  28,  1896,  and  on  December  29,  1898,  he 
married  Mrs.  Helen  M.  Arnold,  widow  of 
Frank  Arnold,  and  a  native  of  Pittsfield  town- 
ship, born  on  December  30,  1844,  to  Ropha  and 


Elizabeth  (Fulton)  Rawson,  the  father  born 
in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  the  mother 
in  Carthage,  New  York.  They  came  to  La- 
Grange township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in 
1835,  and  in  about  1843  "loved  to  Pittsfield 
township,  where  Mr.  Rawson  was  killed  while 
widow  survived  him  for  twenty-five  years, 
assisting  in  raising  a  house,  being  fifty-two 
years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  death.  His 
Mrs.  Dale  has  two  sons  by  her  first  marriage. 
Erwin  and  George.  Erwin  Arnold,  a  resident 
of  Lorain,  married  Carrie  E.  White  and  has  a 
daughter  Olive,  born  August  2^,  1894.  George 
Arnold  is  living  in  Pittsfield  township.  He 
married  Myrta  Sheldon,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Gladys,  born  Julv  10,  1898,  and 
Keith,  born  November  17,  1905. 

Previous  to  his  first  marriage  Walter  Dale 
had  purchased  with  his  brother-in-law,  Wash- 
ington White,  a  farm  a  half  a  mile  south  of  his 
parents  homestead,  a  little  tract  of  ninety  acres. 
After  a  time  Mr.  White  left  and  the  farm  was 
divided.  In  1871  Mr.  Dale  moved  thereto,  the 
place  then  containing  eighty  acres,  and  he  lived 
there  until  1885,  ^"R^R^^  i"  general  farming 
and  dairying.  He  patronized  the  first  milk 
factory  established  in  the  village  of  LaGrange. 
He  now  owns  and  resides  on  twenty-eight 
acres  within  the  corporate  limits  of  LaGrange, 
and  he  is  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  is 
a  member  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church,  and  from  1872  until 
1908  he  served  his  church  as  a  member  of  its 
official  board.  He  is  allied  with  the  Repub- 
licans in  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity,  aflfiliating  with 
LaGrange  Lodge  No.  500.  Both  Mrs.  Dale 
and  Miss  Dale  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church. 

Arthur  D.  Knapp. — In  the  matter  of  de- 
finite accomplishment  and  high  personal  integ- 
rity Portage  county  has  every  reason  to  be 
proud  of  her  native  sons  who  are  lending  their 
aid  and  co-operation  in  forwarding  her  indus- 
trial, commercial  and  civic  advancement.  As 
a  member  of  one  of  the  old  and  honored  fami- 
lies of  this  county  and  as  one  of  the  represen- 
tative business  men  of  the  thriving  little  city  of 
Ravenna,  the  capital  of  Portage  county. 
Arthur  D.  Knapp  is  specially  eligible  for  con- 
sideration in  a  publication  of  the  province  as- 
signed to  the  one  at  hand.  He  is  secretary  of 
the  Buckeye  Chair  Company,  one  of  the  im- 
portant industrial  concerns  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  is  known  as  one  of  the  progressive 
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business  men  and  loyal  citizens  of  his  native 
county  and  of  the  wider  domain  to  whose  in- 
terests and  whose  people  this  publication  is 
dedicated. 

Arthur  D.  Knapp  was  born  in  Charlestown 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  September 
8,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth 
(Carson)  Knapp.  The  father  likewise  was  a 
native  of  Charlestown  township,  where  he  was 
reared  to  maturity  and  where  he  received  his 
early  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
period.  He  was  a  son  of  Junia  Knapp,  who 
was  born  in  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  in 
which  fine  old  commonwealth  the  family  was 
founded  in  1748.  The  lineag.e  is  traced  back 
to  worthy  English  origin,  and  in  America  the 
name  has  stood  exponent  of  the  best  type  of 
citizenship,  as  one  generation  has  followed  an- 
other on  to  the  stage  of  life's  activities.  Junia 
Knapp  came  from  the  old  Bay  state  te-t!^r 
Western  Reserve  in  the  year  1815,  and  became 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Charlestown 
township.  Portage  county,  where  he  reclaimed 
a  farm  from  the  primeval  forest  and  became 
a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influence.  He 
continued  to  reside  on  his  old  homestead  for 
many  years,  but  passed  the  closing  days  of  his 
long  and  useful  life  in  Ravenna,  after  his  re- 
tirement from  the  active  labors  which  had  long 
engrossed  his  attention  and  through  which  he 
accumulated  a  competency. 

Robert  Knapp  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  dis- 
cipline of  the  home  farm.  In  1864  he  moved 
to  Ravenna,  where  he  engaged  in  the  foundry 
business,  with  which  he  continued  to  be  identi- 
fied during  the  residue  of  his  active  career. 
He  was  a  man  whose  life  was  ordered  upon 
a  high  plane  of  integrity  and  honor,  and  he 
thus  merited  and  retained  the  unqualified  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact  in  the  various  relations  of  life. 
His  political  allegiance  was  given  to  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
zealous  members  of  the  Universalist  church. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  and  it 
is  fitting  that  record  be  made  of  his  worthy 
life  and  services  as  one  of  the  sterling  citizens 
and  representative  business  men  of  his  native 
county.  His  wife  was  born  in  Mahoning 
county.  Ohio,  in  1835,  and  she  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  in  1895.  They  became  the 
parents  of  two  children,  of  whom  the  younger 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  daughter, 
Clara,  is  now  the  wife  of  William  H.  Linton, 
of  Ravenna. 

Arthur  D.  Knapp  was  about  six  years  of  age 


at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Ravenna, 
in  whose  public  schools  he  secured  his  early 
educational  training,  which  included  a  course 
in  the  high  school.  When  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  began  reading  law,  under  the  preceptor- 
ship  of  Judge  George  F.  Robinson,  of  Ra- 
venna, and  later  he  completed  the  prescribed 
course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  in  which 
he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1882  and  from  which  he  received  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  was  duly  admitted 
to  the  bar  of  his  native  county,  and  while  he 
has  never  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  he  has  found  his  technical  knowl- 
edge of  great  value  and  service  in  connection 
with  the  business  interests  with  which  he  has 
been  identified.  For  a  time  Mr.  Knapp  was 
employed  as  bookkeeper  in  the  Crown  Flint 
(jlass  Company  under  William  Grinnell,  of 
'IvctT':^ »c^ ;  later  wab  aeLieiaiv'7:rrf-^r^«i&ui:fir:,af 
the  Crown  Flint  Glass  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, with  which  he  continued  to  be  thus  iden- 
tified until  the  enterprise  was  brought  to  a  close 
by  consolidation  with  other  interests  in  the 
same  field  of  industry.  Thereafter  he  held  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  Diamond  Glass  Com- 
pany, of  Ravenna,  until  this  corporation  closed 
out  its  business.  In  1892  Mr.  Knapp  became 
associated  with  his  uncle,  Edward  Knapp,  in 
the  manufacture  of  pumps,  and  with  this  enter- 
prise he  continued  to  be  connected  until  the 
plant  of  the  concern  in  Ravenna  was  destroyed 
by  fire.  In  1899  he  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  organizing  and  incorporating  of  the 
Buckeye  Chair  Company,  of  which  he  has  since 
been  secretary  and  treasurer  and  to  the  up- 
building of  whose  substantial  and  constantly 
expanding  business  he  has  contributed  much 
through  his  progressive  policy  and  his  well 
directed  eftorts  as  an  Executive  officer.  He  is 
prominent  and  popular  in  the  industrial  and 
commercial  circles  of  his  home  city  and  county, 
and  as  a  citizen  gives  a  loyal  support  to  all 
measures  and  enterprises  tending  to  conserve 
the  general  welfare.  In  politics  he  is  aligned 
as  a  stanch-supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  though  the  honors  or  emolu- 
ments of  public  office  have  never  had  aught 
of  allurement  for  him.  He  is  a  stockholder 
and  director  of  the  Ravenna  Gas  &  Electric 
Light  Company,  and  has  other  capitalistic  in- 
vestments in  his  native  county. 

In  the  Masonic  fraternity  Mr.  Knapp  has 
attained  to  the  thirty-second  degree  in  the 
Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  which  his 
affiliations  are  with  the  consistorv  of  the  vallev 
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of  Cleveland.  He  is  also  identified  with  the 
adjunct  organization,  the  Ancient  Arabic  Or- 
der of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  in 
which  he  holds  membership  in  Al  Koran  Tem- 
ple in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  is  a  most  ap- 
preciative devotee  of  this  time  honored  fra- 
ternity, and  his  York  Rite  affiliations  are  with 
the  lodge  and  chapter  of  Ravenna  and  with 
the  commandery  of  Knights  Templar  in  the 
city  of  Akron.  He  also  holds  membership  in 
Ravenna  Lodge,  No.  1076,  Benevolent  and 
Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

In  1888  Mr.  Knapp  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Bertha  Coolman,  of  Ravenna,  who 
died  in  1890,  leaving  no  children.  On  Decem- 
ber 25,  1895,  Mr.  Knapp  wedded  Miss  Edith 
Linton,  daughter  of  the  late  Isaiah  Linton,  of 
Ravenna.  Her  father  was  a  civil  engineer  by 
profession  and  was  the  consulting^  engineer  for 
the  '"le^"*lc.*;d  Cc  r  itcstHifgii  Railroad  Cc.x^«iiy 
at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  an  earlier  period 
he  had  charge  of  much  of  the  engineering 
work  incidental  to  the  building  of  this  road. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Knapp  have  no  children. 

Kents  in  England,  New  England  and 
Western  Reserve. — Between  the  years  1634 
and  1643  several  men  by  the  name  of  Kent 
from  England  settled  along  the  coast  of 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut.  Some  of  these 
men  were  brothers,  while  others  appeared  to 
be  of  no  immediate  connection,  yet  all  have 
left  descendants  who  arc  scattered  throughout 
the  United  States.  L.  Vernon-Briggs,  his- 
torian and  genealogist  of  the  Kent  family  in 
the  L^nited  States,  says:  **In  England  the 
Kents  appear  to  have  been  owners  of  much 
real  estate.  In  this  country  we  find  several  as 
governors ;  many  became  lawyers,  politicians, 
judges,  divines,  state  senators  and  representa- 
tives, and  every  college  in  the  land  has  grad- 
uates from  this  numerous  family.  During  the 
diflFerent  wars  it  would  seem  that  every  able- 
bodied  man  by  the  name  of  Kent  was  in  serv- 
ice, many  as  officers  and  several  as  com- 
manders. The  Kents  married  young  and  if 
thev  were  widowers  or  widows  usuallv  married 
again.  All  records  containing  accounts  of 
them,  especially  during  the  Revolution,  de- 
scribe them  as  tall,  usually  six  feet  and  over, 
of  fine  physique,  rather  tending,  to  dark  com- 
plexion. Their  characteristics  were,  I  should 
judge,  generosity  almost  to  a  fault,  and  keen- 
ness of  perception,  especially  as  to  character 
in  others.     In  disposition  they  were  sensitive. 


high   tempered,   but   of  good   judgment,   and 
strong  believers  in  justice." 

Thomas  Kent,  born  in  England,  who  is  re- 
called as  the  first  ancestor  in  America,  emi- 
grated with  his  wife  to  Gloucester,  Massachu- 
setts, prior  to  1643.  He  had  a  house  and  land 
near  the  burying  ground  in  the  West  Parish, 
sometimes  known  as  Chebaco  and  now  as 
Essex.  He  may  have  been  connected  with 
Richard  Newbury,  who  received  a  grant  of 
land  also  near  Chebaco  in  1635.  He  appears 
among  a  list  of  eighty-two  settlers,  all  the 
known  proprietors  of  land  in  Gloucester  from 
the  time  of  its  settlement  to  the  close  of  1650. 
Gloucester  was  probably  chosen  by  these  early 
settlers  on  account  of  its  value  as  a  fishing  port. 
The  waters  of  Massachusetts  bay  have  for 
their  extreme  northern  barrier  the  rocky  pro- 
montory of  Cape  Ann  extending  from  the  main 
luiid  nine  miles,  being  about  five  miles  in  width 
and  butiing  boldly  out  into  the  open  sea,  once 
heavily  wooded  with  valuable  timber,  but  with 
a  barren  soil  and  cold  climate.  One  would 
think  that  these  conditions  were  little  adapted 
to  attract  an  agriculturist  to  these  shores. 

Thomas  Kent,  yeoman,  died,  according  to 
most  records,  in  1658,  and  his  widow  in  1671. 
They  were  survived  by  three  sons,  Thomas, 
Samuel  and  Josiah.  Samuel,  son  of  Thomas, 
was  married  by  Rev.  Samuel  Simonds,  Jan- 
uary 17,  1654,  to  Frances  Woodall,  who  died 
August  10,  1683.  On  the  destruction  of  the 
town  of  Brookfield,  Samuel  moved  to  Suffield, 
Connecticut,  in  1678.  On  September  8,  1686, 
he  sold  his  house,  lot  and  rights  in  l^irookfield 
to  John  Scott,  Sr.,  of  Suffield,  whose  sons, 
Ebenezer  and  William,  in  1703  sold  the  same 
to  Thomas  Barnes,  of  Brookfield.  His  will  is 
dated  August  17,  1689.  and  the  inventory  of 
his  estate  was  sworn  to  by  his  wife  soon  after 
his  death  in  1690.  He  left  four  children, 
Sarah,  Mary.  Samuel  and  John. 

John  (third),  son  of  Samuel  (second),  was 
born  in  (iloucester,  April  28.  1664,  but  in  1680 
appears  in  Suffield.  Connecticut,  where  he  died 
April  II.  1721.  John  (third)  w^as  survived 
by  twelve  children,  born  between  the  years 
1687  and  17 17. 

Samuel  (fourth),  son  of  John  (third), 
Samuel  (second).  lx)rn  December  14.  1698, 
was  married  three  times,  having  had  children 
by  his  first  wife  only,  who  was  Abiah,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  and  Mehitable  (Partridge) 
Dwight,  of  Northampton.  He  was  a  Suffield 
representative  to  the  great  and  general  court 
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or  assembly  of  Massachusetts  from  1742  to 
1747.  He  was  contemporary  in  May,  1762, 
with  Lieutenant  William  King  selectman,  both 
representing  Suffield  in  the  general  assembly. 
Seven  children  lived  to  commemorate  the  lives 
of  these  parents  and  also  during  the  Revo- 
lution, in  which  they  took  no  small  part.  Elihu 
(fifth)  son  of  Samuel  (fourth),  John  (third), 
was  born  June  i,  1733.  ^^  ^^^  ^  farmer  of 
Suffield,  Connecticut,  and  was  married  three 
times,  having  had  children  by  his  first  wife, 
who  was  Rebecca  Kellogg,  daughter  of  Lieu- 
tenant Joseph  and  Rachael  Kellogg.  He  had 
three  children  by  his  second  wife,  who  was 
Susannah  Lyman,  and  one  child  by  his  third 
wife,  who  was  Sibyl,  daughter  of  Colonel 
Simeon  Dwight  of  Enfield,  Connecticut.  He 
died  February  12,  1814,  aged  eighty.  He  held 
various  positions  under  the  state  and  was  a 
major  general  throughout  the  Revolution. 

The  Boston  alarm  of  September,  1774,  had 
set  over  40,000  soldiers  all  through  New  Eng- 
land on  the  march  for  the  day,  as  promptly  as 
might  have  been  the  case  in  our  days  of  teleg- 
raphy. lUit  even  more  marvelous  was  the 
speed  with  which  the  news  of  the  battle  of 
Lexington  the  next  year  reached  the  Connecti- 
cut river.  The  British  soldiers  left  Boston  be- 
fore daybreak  on  April  19,  1775,  and  on  the 
20th  Captain  Elihu  Kent,  within  an  hour's  no- 
tice, was  at  the  head  of  a  Suffield  company  of 
fifty-nine  men  and  a  provision  wagon  rushing 
for  Springfield,  where  they  took  supper  and 
pressed  on  at  once. 

Major  Elihu  (fifth)  left  seven  children  to 
commemorate  his  name  and  activities  in  the 
Revolution.  Colonel  Elihu  (sixth),  son  of 
Major  Elihu,  married  Elizabeth  Fitch,  of  Leb- 
anon, Connecticut.  He  was  also  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary army  with  his  father,  and  was  cap- 
tured by  the  British  on  Long  Island  and  con- 
fined for  a  long  time  as  a  prisoner  of  war  in 
the  old  "Sugar  House"  in  New  York,  where 
he  suffered  greatly.  He  was  a  farmer  after  the 
Revolution  and  kept  a  tavern  at  Suffield,  Con- 
necticut.   He  was  survived  bv  four  children. 

Another  of  Major  Eilhu's  sons,  Martin,  Sr., 
was  horn  at  Suffield,  Connecticut,  April  i, 
1761.  He  was  married  twice^  having  had  chil- 
dren by  his  first  wife  only,  who  was  Abigail 
Hale,  daughter  of  Major  Samuel  and  Abigail 
(Austin)  Hale,  residents  of  Suffield.  Several 
years  prior  to  1807  he  had  migrated  with  his 
family  to  New  Hampshire,  near  the  present 
site  of  Hanover,  but  not  being  satisfied  with 
his  new  home  in  the  wilderness  of  New  Hamp- 


shire he  decided  to  set  out  for  the  wilds  of  the 
"Western  Reserve."  Before  leaving  New 
Hampshire  he  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
two  children,  Jonathan  and  Lucy  Foster,  whose 
parents  had  both  died,  leaving  a  family  of 
about  twelve.  These  children  not  having  any 
great  inducement  to  remain  in  New  Hamp- 
shire came  with  Martin,  Sr.,  to  Ohio,  Lucy  re- 
maining under  his  protection  until  her  mar- 
riage in  181 1. 

In  the  spring  of  1807  Martin.  Sr.,  left  New 
Hampshire  with  his  family  for  Ohio,  his  desti- 
nation town  one,  range  nine  (now  Suffield)  in 
the  county  of  Portage,  at  that  time  Trumbull. 
In  June  or  July  of  1807,  after  the  usual  long 
and  toilsome  journey,  they  arrived  at  Suffield. 
The  family  came  to  Ohio  with  horse  teams, 
and  Lucy  Foster  has  related  that  in  crossing 
the  Conneaut  creek  the  ferrv  boat  was  sunk; 
the  wagon  box  with  its  load  floating  down  the 
stream,  and  one  of  the  horses  was  drowned. 
The  girl  was  sick  and  riding  in  the  wagon 
at  the  time  of  the  accident;  but,  though  the 
household  effects  were  recovered,  it  was  not 
until  she  and  all  the  contents  of  the  wagon 
had  been  partly  submerged.  She  said  the  fright 
and  excitement  seemed  to  rally  her  energies 
and  she  received  no  injuries  from  her  bath. 
•^Grandfather"  (Martin  Sr.),  as  his  later  de- 
scendants always  speak  of  him,  had  bank  notes 
and  other  valuable  papers  that  were  soaked, 
and  Lucy\s  time  was  employed  in  separating 
and  drying  them  after  they  again  resumed 
their  journey.  Along  the  route  which  "Grand- 
father" took  from  Suffield,  Connecticut,  to 
Suffield,  Ohio,  there  were  settlements  in  some 
of  the  townships  on  the  Lake  Erie  shore,  such 
as  Kingsville,  Harper's  Field,  Painesville, 
Mentor,  Willoughby,  Euclid,  Cleveland,  New- 
burg,  Hudson  Stow :  in  Tallmage  were  two 
families,  with  a  few  in  Springfield  and  in  Suf- 
field, one  of  whom  was  an  Upson  who  came 
from  Connecticut  in  1805.  In  Cleveland  there 
were  two  houses  and  in  Newburg  four.  Thence 
on  through  the  towns  before  mentioned  they 
were  informed  that  Rev.  David  Bacon  was  in 
town  two,  range  10,  but  as  they  passed  east  of 
his  log  house,  which  was  about  one-half  mile 
north  of  Gilchrist's  mill  in  Springiield  (which 
marks  the  site  of  the  Congregational  church 
of  Tallmadge)  they  did  not  see  him.  "Grand- 
father" then  pushed  on  southeast  to  "Kent's 
Corners."  as  the  place  was  ever  afterward 
called,  and  took  up  his  home  on  the  Western 
Reserve  in  Suffield  township.  Portage  county. 
He  soon  bought  600  acres  from  Robert  Pease 
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and  constructed  a  log  cabin  on  the  south  side 
of  the  road  near  the  swamp,  which  is  about 
due  south  of  the  large  elm  tree  which  com- 
mands a  very  high  elevation  on  the  '* Western 
Reserve."  ''Grandfather's  idea  in  settling  on 
the  Reserve  was  to  raise  wheat,  and  he  often 
used  to  say  after  coming  to  Ohio  that  he  had 
settled  two  countries;  and  from  our  earliest 
recollections  of  this  son  of  a  Revolutionary 
patriot  we  are  quite  sure  that  he  must  have 
possessed  those  qualities  of  integrity  and  per- 
severance which  were  so  necessary  to  the  early 
pioneer.  Especially  is  this  true  when  we  recall 
that  he  came  on  to  the  western  line  of  civili- 
zation just  two  years  after  the  Indians'  title  to 
the  land  west  of  the  Cuyahoga  and  the  Portage 
Path  had  been  extinguished." 

In  181 1  '^Grandfather"  started  his  frame 
house,  which  took  three  years  to  build.  It 
seems  he  wanted  to  build  farther  east  on 
higher  ground,  but  took  the  precaution  to  dig 
a  well  first.  They  dug  sixty  feet  without  get- 
ting water.  About  the  time  they  were  talking 
of  giving  it  up  Bradford  Waldo  came  along 
and  he  went  down  to  see  how  it  looked.  When 
nearly  down,  the  rope  ran  off  the  windlass  and 
let  him  drop.  At  this  he  swore  terribly.  Major 
Samuel  Hale  remonstrated,  "Don't  you  know 
you  are  amenable  to  the  law  for  swearing  that 
way  ?"  "Law !'  'shouted  Waldo,  "there  is  no 
law  sixty  feet  under  ground !" 

When  Martin  Kent,  Sr.,  was  sixty  years  old 
he  set  out  an  orchard.  People  would  come 
along  and  say,  "Uncle  Martin,  what  is  the  use 
of  your  planting  an  orchard?  It  will  never  do 
you  any  good."  But  as  he  lived  to  be  eighty- 
four  he  used  to  laugh  about  it  and  say :  "I  have 
drunk  many  a  barrel  of  cider  out  of  that 
orchard." 

In  1822  ]\Iartin  Kent,  Sr.'s,  wife  died  and  he 
returned  to  Connecticut,  where  he  married 
Lorinda,  widow  of  Samuel  Hathaway,  who 
was  the  mother  of  Martin,  Jr.'s  second  wife. 
To  his  comfort  and  that  of  his  family  she  min- 
istered until  his  death  on  November  18,  1846, 
and  she  survived  him  until  March  6,  1849, 
when  she  died,  aged  eightv-one  years.  She 
was  remarkable  for  her  mildness  and  meek- 
ness of  spirit  and  is  regarded  as  having 
adorned  her  Christian  profession.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  continue  Martin,  Sr.'s,  pio- 
neer home  in  the  Western  Reserve,  Martin, 
James,  Josiah,  Eliza,  Abigail  and  Almira. 

Martin  Kent,  Jr.,  was  born  January  22, 
1792.  His  first  wife  was  Saphronia  Adams. 
Of  this  marriae^e  one  son  was  born,  Charles, 


who  until  his  death  was  a  noted  lawyer  and  a 
member  of  the  Toledo  bar.  Martin  Jr.'s  second 
wife  was  Harriet  Hathaway,  daughter  of  Lo- 
rinda Hathaway,  the  second  wife  of  Martin, 
Sr.  Of  this  marriage  were  born,  George, 
Horace,  Emily  and  Charity  Maria.  Martin 
Jr.'s  life  was  not  a  long  one,  as  he  died  in 
1835,  aged  forty-three  years.  Martin  Jr.'s 
widow  later  married  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Hughes, 
who  occupied  the  Presbyterian  pulpit  at  North 
Springfield,  Ohio,  for  thirty-six  consecutive 
years.  Of  this  marriage  one  son  was  born, 
Morris  R.,  who  until  1905  acted  as  secre- 
tary and  treasurer  of  the  White  Sewing  Ma- 
chine Company  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  He  served 
during  the  Rebellion,  enlisting,  when  fifteen 
years  old  as  a  drummer  boy,  being  too  young 
to  carry  a  gun. 

Horace  Kent,  son  of  Martin,  Jr.,  was  born 
November  30,  1827,  and  was  married  April  17, 
1849,  to  Jemima  Ann  Peck,  who  was  born 
April  29,  1828.  Horace  Kent  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  premier  farmers  of  Portage 
county,  and  was  an  extensive  raiser  of  wheat 
quite  a  number  of  years  before  modern  reap- 
ing and  threshing  implements  were  invented. 
He  was  always  looked  up  to  for  advice  by  both 
young  and  old  on  account  of  his  sound  judg- 
ment. He  always  took  a  kind  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  others  and  never  left  a  golden  op- 
portunity slip  by.  He  departed  from  this  world 
on  April  19,  1907.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  family — Emily  and  Albert  Horace. 
Emily  was  born  September  12,  1850,  and  died 
December  2j,  1907.  Albert,  who  was  born 
March  17,  1853,  ^'^s  married  March  8,  1877, 
to  Edith  P.  Hill,  who  was  born  August  i, 
1853.  Two  children  were  born  to  these  par- 
ents— Harlin  Gibbs  and  Horace  Ilenrv.  Har- 
lin  Gibbs  was  born  August  29,  1878 ;  was  mar- 
ried to  Nettie  A.  Shanafelt  February  14,  1901, 
who  was  born  September  29,  1878,  and  to  them 
were  born  Marjorie  S.,  November  25,  1901, 
and  Lawrence  Stanley,  April  20,  1907. 

Horace  H.  Kent  was  born  March  30,  1886, 
and  was  married  June  19,  1909,  to  Pearl  Lil- 
lian Smith,  who  was  born  Cktobcr  10,  1888. 
He  graduated  from  the  Mogadore  high  school 
in  1904,  later  attended  Oberlin  College,  and  is 
now  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools. 

Myron  C.  Wick. — The  business  career  of 
Myron  C.  Wick,  one  of  the  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  Youngstown,  ^Tahoning 
county,  Ohio,  has  been  signally  characterized 
by   courage,   confidence,   progrcssivencss   and 
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impregnable  integrity  of  purpose,  and  none 
has  a  more  secure  status  as  a  representative 
business  man  and  citizen  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. He  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  the  Reserve,  and  those 
who  have  borne  the  name  have  done  much  to 
conserve  the  civic  and  industrial  development 
and  upbuilding  of  this  favored  section  of  the 
old  Buckeye  state.  His  capitalistic  interests 
are  of  wide  scope  and  importance  and  he  ex- 
emplifies that  fine  initiative  talent  which  has 
made  our  great  American  republic  forge  to  the 
forefront  among  the  great  commercial  nations 
of  the  world. 

Myron  C.  Wick  is  a  native  of  the  city  in 
which  he  now  maintains  his  home,  having  been 
born  in  Youngstown  on  May  9,  1848,  and  be- 
ing the  son  of  Paul  and  Susan  A.  (Bull)  Wick, 
concerning  whom  specific  mention  is  made  in 
the  memoir  dedicated  to  his  father,  on  other 
pages  of  this  publication.  The  preliminary  edu- 
cational training  of  Mr.  Wick  was  secured  in 
the  common  schools  of  Youngstown,  and  later 
he  completed  a  course  in  a  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  the  W^estern  Reserve  University,  at 
Hudson,  Ohio.  He  found  it  inexpedient  to 
enter  the  academic  department  of  the  univer- 
sity, and  after  leaving  this  institution  was  em- 
ployed for  several  years  as  a  clerk  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  Wick  Brothers  Company,  of 
Youngstown,  in  which  his  father  was  an  in- 
terested principal.  He  then  became  a  member 
of  the  banking  firm  of  Wick-Bentley  Com- 
pany, of  Niles,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  he 
continued  as  one  of  the  active  administrative 
officers  of  this  banking  house  from  1869  to 
1 87 1,  in  which  latter  year  he  assumed  the  po- 
sition of  teller  in  the  Wick  Brothers*  bank,  in 
Youngstown.  Six  years  later,  owing  to  the 
impaired  health  of  his  wife,  he  removed  to 
Florida,  where  he  remained  one  year.  He  then 
removed  to  the  state  of  Kansas,  where  he  was 
extensively  identified  with  the  cattle  industry 
until  1879,  when  he  returned  to  Youngstown, 
which  city  has  since  represented  his  home  and 
been  the  center  of  his  manifold  business  inter- 
ests. Upon  his  return  to  his  native  county, 
he  identified  himself  with  the  iron  manufactur- 
ing industry,  by  the  purchase  of  stock  in  the 
Corns  Iron  Company,  of  Girard.  He  later 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  this  concern  and 
was  app>ointed  by  the  creditors*  commission  to 
take  charge  of  the  business  of  the  firm  of  Cart- 
wright,  McCurdy  &  Co.,  which  had  become 
insolvent.  Working  under  extension  privi- 
leges, he  was  made  president  and  general  man- 


ager of  the  company.  A  number  of  the  stock- 
holders of  the  Cartwright  &  McCurdy  Com- 
pany were  indebted  to  the  company  and  they 
were  allowed  to  pay  their  indebtedness  in  stock 
at  a  price  that  was  considered  a  fair  value  for 
it  at  the  time  and  he  was  given  an  option  to 
take  over  the  stock  of  the  concern  at  that 
price  if  he  should  succeed  in  straightening  out 
its  affairs.  He  placed  the  business  upon  a 
substantial  foundation  and  a  reorganization 
was  effected  under  the  title  of  the  Cartwright 
&  McCurdy  Company.  Of  this  corporation 
he  continued  president  until  July,  1892,  when 
its  business  was  consolidated  with  that  of  the 
Youngstown  Iron  &  Steel  Company,  under 
the  corporate  title  of  the  Union  Iron  & 
Steel  Company,  of  which  he  remained 
president  until  February  1899,  when  the 
whole  business  was  absorbed  by  the  Na- 
tional Steel  Company,  which  was  later  merged 
into  the  U.  S.  Steel  Company,  since  which 
time  he  has  not  been  in  any  active  business. 
Mr.  W^ick  is  vice-president  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank;  was  vice-president  of  the  Wick 
National  Bank,  of  Youngstown,  which  con- 
solidated with  the  Dollar  Savings  &  Trust 
Company  in  1906;  is  a  director  of  the  Ohio 
Iron  &  Steel  Company  and  the  Dollar  Savings 
&  Trust  Company.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in 
a  large  hardware  establishment  at  Wallace, 
Idaho,  and  in  that  section  is  also  interested  in 
the  ownership  and  development  of  several  sil- 
ver mining  properties.  He  is  also  executor  of 
the  large  estate  of  his  honored  father,  the  late 
Paul  Wick.  As  a  business  man  Myron  C. 
Wick  has  ever  displayed  most  progressive  and 
energetic  methods  and  his  entire  career  has 
been  marked  by  integrity  of  purpose,  so  that 
he  has  retained  the  unqualified  confidence  and 
esteem  of  all  who  have  been  associated  with 
him  in  any  kind  of  business  relations.  No 
citizen  has  shown  a  higher  degree  of  civic 
loyalty  and  none  has  been  more  generous  in 
contributing  to  all  that  tends  to  conserve  the 
material  and  social  progress  and  wellbeing  of 
the  community.  He  has  not  hedged  himself  in 
with  the  narrow  boundaries  of  self-aggrandize- 
ment, but  has  been  liberal,  generous  and  toler- 
ant in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men,  and 
has  given  his  support  with  much  of  apprecia- 
tion to  both  public  and  private  benevolences 
and  charities.  He  has  maintained  a  high  sense 
of  his  stewardship  and  has  appreciated  the 
responsibilities  that  wealth  imposes.  This  is 
shown  in  the  generous  sympathy  and  aid  ex- 
tended   to    those    in    affliction    or    distress. 
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Though  he  has  never  been  a  seeker  of  political 
preferment  of  any  order,  he  accords  a  stanch 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
identified  with  various  fraternal  and  social  or- 
ganizations of  representative  character,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  church  of  Youngstown, 
contributing  liberally  to  the  support  of  the 
various  departments  of  its  work,  as  well  as  to 
its  collateral  benevolences.  Mr.  Wick  is  essen- 
tially democratic  and  genial  in  his  bearing  and 
has  stanch  friends  among  all  classes  and  con- 
ditions of  men. 

In  March,  1875,  ^^^-  Wick  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Susan  T.  Winchell,  the 
daughter  of  George  D.  and  Susan  Winchell,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Wick  was  summoned 
to  eternal  rest  at  Daytona,  Florida,  on  the  7th 
of  January,  1880,  and  is  survived  by  one  child, 
Laura,  who  was  graduated  at  Cambridge 
School,  in  Cambridge,  Massachusetts.  On  the 
30th  of  November,  1882,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of, Mr.  Wick  to  Miss  Elizabeth  G. 
Bonnell,  who  was  bom  and  reared  in  Youngs- 
town and  who  is  a  daughter  of  William  Bon- 
nell, concerning  whom  specific  mention  is  made 
on  other  pages  of  this  volume.  Of  the  second 
marriage  five  children  were  born, — Helen, 
Philip,  Paul,  Myron  C.  Jr.  and  Caroline  Bon- 
nell. Helen  was  born  on  the  nth  of  April, 
1884,  and  died  on  the  24th  of  October,  1888. 
Her  loss  was  the  cause  of  deepest  bereave- 
ment, and  in  her  memory  Mr.  Wick  erected  a 
most  effective  and  appropriate  monument, 
having  built  a  fine  Sunday  school  building  for 
the  First  Presbyterian  church,  the  same  being 
located  at  the  corner  of  Wood  and  Champion 
streets.  In  1901,  being  interested  that  the 
working  men  of  Youngstown  should  have 
better  hospital  conditions  he  entered  into  an 
arrangement  with  some  of  the  city's  doctors, 
and  agreed  to  build  the  administration  build- 
ing, power  house  and  three  wards  towards  a 
new  hospital  building,  which  was  later  carried 
out  and  which  stands  today  as  a  testimonial 
of  his  interest  in  the  people  of  Youngstown. 

John  Jay  Anukrson. — Johnny  Cake  Ridge, 
on  which  John  Jay  Anderson  was  born  and 
bred,  extends  southwest  through  Concord 
township,  Lake  county,  from  Painesville  to 
Little  Mountain.  An  old  man,  the  first  settler 
of  that  locality,  had  a  house  on  the  "ridge," 
and  he  was  continually  stating  that  he  pro- 
posed to  open  a  tavern,  and  with  the  money 
that  he  should  make  would  pay  his  debts,     A 


number  of  women,  tired  of  hearing  the  story, 
assembled  and  made  a  johnny  cake  four  feet 
long  and  half  as  wide,  and  the  men  carried 
it  up  the  ridge  and  hung  it  on  a  pole  in  front 
of  the  old  man's  house,  to  be  used  as  a  sign, 
and  from  that  incident  the  place  received  its 
name. 

Noah  Anderson,  the  grandfather  of  John 
Jay  Anderson,  was  born  and  educated  in  Del- 
aware.   About  1800,  in  company  with  two  of 
his  brothers,  he  journeyed  westward  to  Mari- 
etta, Ohio,  where  his  brothers  left  him,  pro- 
ceeding on  down  the  river.    Noah  began  work- 
ing in  the  salt  works  along  the  river,  but  finally 
joined  the  party  surveying  the  Western  Re- 
serve, carrying  the  chain  for  General  Perkins 
as  far  as  Warren.     There  he  met  his  fate  in 
the  person  of  Emma  Jordan,  a  servant  in  the 
family  of  the  General,  and  subsequently  mar- 
ried her.     He  continued  with  the  party  until 
the  surveying  of  the  Reserve  was  completed 
and    then    located    in    Painesville    township, 
on  the   Stickney  place  as   it  is  now  known, 
situated  on  Mentor  avenue,  and  later  buying 
160    ^cres    on    Johnny    Cake    Ridge,     two 
miles    southwest    of    Painesville,    and    there 
began    the    improvement    of    the    homestead 
now   owned   and  occupied   by  his  grandson, 
John  Jay,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.     When, 
on  September  10,  18 13,  occurred  the  brilliant 
battle   of   Lake   Erie,   some   of   Perry's   men 
landed   at   North   Chagjin,  now   Willoughby. 
and  word  was  sent  around  that  the  British  and 
Indians  were  coming  to  attack  the  Americans, 
Mrs.  Noah  Anderson  fled  with  her  children  to 
the  home  of  General  Perkins,  a  camp  in  which 
stood  a  block  house,  but  the  alarm  was  a  false 
one,  and  she  returned  to  her  home.     Noah 
Anderson    made    the    final    payments   on    his 
property  in  18 19,  and  in  1836  erected  the  pres- 
ent dwelling  house.     He  was  quite  successful 
in  his  agricultural  pursuits,  continuing  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death,  in  the  fall  of 
1852,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  when 
he  was  buried  on  the  farm,  at  a  spot  which  he 
had  previously  selected.     His   wife  survived 
him  ten  years,  passing  away  in   1863,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years.     Six  children  were 
born  of  their  union,  namely:  Clark,  who  died 
about    1850:   George,  a  life-long  resident  of 
the  Ridge,  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
aged  seventy-four  years;  Seth  died  in   1881, 
ag:ed  three   score  years ;  Absalom,   father  of 
John  Jay ;  Leonard,  a  machinist  and  inventor, 
born  in  1824,  died  in  1903 ;  and  Marline,  mar- 
ried first  Seth  Darling  and  married  secondly 
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Elisha  Taylor,  and  with  him  moved  to  Mount 
Morris,  Illinois,  where  she  spent  her  last 
years.  Noah  Anderson  was  of  Scotch  de- 
scent, and  his  wife  of  Dutch  and  Irish  line- 
age. The  Jordan  family  came  from  Johnstown, 
Pennsylvania,  and  settled  eventually  on  Big 
Creek  in  East  Concord  township  where 
Thomas  Jordan,  father  of  Mrs.  Anderson, 
built  and  operated  if  not  the  first,  at  least  one 
of  the  first,  grist  mills  on  the  Reserve. 

Absalom  Anderson,  born  November  19, 
1822,  on  the  site  6f  the  present  house  now 
occupied  by  his  son  John  Jay,  inherited  thirty- 
five  acres  of  the  old  home  farm.  When  but 
fourteen  years  old  he  was  severely  injured  by 
falling  from  the  house,  which  was  then  in 
process  of  construction,  receiving  injuries  to 
his  spine  from  which  he  never  fully  recovered. 
He  continued  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  December  28,  1898,  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
He  married  Eliza  Collister,  who  was  born  in 
Liverpool,  England,  and  came  to  this  country 
with  her  parents,  Humphry  and  Marcia 
(Clague)  Collister,  from  the  Isle  of  Man,  in 
1840.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Collister  died  at 
the  home  of  their  daughter,  Mrs.  Anderson, 
his  death  occurring  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven 
vears,  in  1880,  and  Mrs.  Anderson  died  on 
Xovcmber  29,  1904.  Two  children  blessed  the 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  namely: 
Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Lyman  J.  Parsons,  of 
Saybrook,  Connecticut :  and  John  Jay. 

Born  December  14,  1854,  John  Jay  Anderson 
has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  Anderson  home- 
stead, and  as  a  general  farmer  has  met  with 
good  success.  He  married,  October  5,  1880, 
Winnie  V.  Wimple,  who  was  born  in  i860, 
and  having  been  left  an  orphan  in  childhood, 
was  brought  up  in  the  family  of  her  uncle, 
Mr.  Warner.  She  died  April  11,  1892,  leaving 
two  children,  namely:  Lee  Moore,  born  April 
3,  1883;  and  Mark,  who  was  born  May  29, 
1888,  and  died  November   18,   1895. 

Henry  Kolije. — The  name  of  Henry  Kolbe 
represents  large  financial  interests  in  Lorain 
county,  and  he  is  prominently  and  widely 
known  as  a  successful  agriculturist,  banker, 
public  official  and  as  a  citizen.  He  was  born  in 
Hesse-Cassel,  Germany,  September  17,  1852, 
and  his  parents.  Henry  W.  and  Elizabeth 
( Heussner)  Kolbe,  were  also  from  tnat  coun- 
try. Coming  to  the  United  States,  the  family 
in  1855  became  residents  of  Black  River  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Kolbe, 
the  father,  worked  as  a  laborer  for  a  time  and 


then  engaged  in  the  buying  of  cordwood  and 
shipping  it  to  Cleveland,  while  for  eight  years 
he  worked  at  teaming.  Trading  the  propert\ 
which  he  first  purchased  for  what  is  now  Oak 
Point,  he  continued  the  cultivation  of  the  lat- 
ter estate  until  about  the  year  of  1890,  when 
he  retired  and  he  died  three  years  later,  in 
1893.  Mrs.  Kolbe  survived  her  husband  until 
April  3,  1905.  Their  family  numbered  nine 
children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters. 

Henry  Kolbe,  the  fifth  born  in  the  above 
family,  left  the  parental  home  at  the  ag^e  of 
twenty-one  and  bought  112  acres  adjoining  his 
father's  farm.  He  also  became  quite  promi- 
nently identified  with  fishing  interests,  em- 
ploying from  four  to  fifteen  men  in  this  work, 
and  he  shipped  fish  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  The  Xickle  Plate  Railroad  ran  through 
his  land,  and  building  a  switch  three  quarters 
of  a  mile  in  length  he  opened  a  sand  pit  and 
shipped  large  quantities  of  sand,  averaging 
from  200  to  700  carloads  each  year,  but  in 
January  of  1905  he  sold  his  interests  there  for 
$45,000  and  in  March,  1905,  bought  the  John 
Riley  farm  of  ninetv-seven  acres,  on  Middle 
Ridge,  Amherst  township.  He  has  since  re- 
modeled all  of  the  buildings  on  his  place,  has 
sunk  gas  wells,  planted  orchards  and  otherwise 
added  greatly  to  the  value  of  his  homestead. 
Mr.  Kolbe  was  at  one  time  a  stockholder  in 
the  One  Hundred  Dollar  Savings  Bank  of  Lo- 
rain, and  at  the  present  time  holds  stock  in  the 
Lorain  Banking  Company.  He  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  Amherst  German  Bank  Com- 
pany and  is  its  vice  president,  and  was  one  of 
the  organizers  and  a  present  director  of  the 
Amherst  Supply  Compan} .  He  owns  valuable 
real  estate  in  Aniherst. 

His  first  marriage  occurred  in  1876. to  Pau- 
lina Hageman,  of  Black  River  township,  by 
whom  he  had  five  sons,  two  of  whom,  Frank 
and  Harrv,  are  deceased,  the  others  being.  Au- 
gust C.  and  George  W.,  both  Hunting- 
ton township  farmers ;  and  Henry  P.,  with  his 
father.  This  wife  died  in  1888,  and  in  October 
of  1889  he  wedded  Louisa  Xoderer,  from 
Cleveland,  and  three  children  were  born  of 
that  union.  Alva  R.  and  John,  both  at  home 
with  their  father,  and  Elizabeth  Louisa,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  on  February  15,  1898. 
and  on  August  13,  1903,  Mr.  Kolbe  married 
for  his  third  wife  Katherine  Elizabeth  Ruth, 
of  Brownhelm  township,  a  daughter  of  Peter 
John  and  Anna  Katherine  (Springer)  Ruth, 
from  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany.     The  two  sons 
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of  this  third  union  are  Oliver  Peter  and  Carl 
William.  Mr.  Kolbe  is  allied  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  was  six  years  a  school 
director  in  Black  River  township.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Evangelical  church. 

Hon.  Jacob  Atlee  Beidler,  of  Willoughby, 
Lake  county,  is  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  and  Republicans  of  Ohio.  He  is  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  born  near  Valley  Forge, 
Chester  county,  November  2,  1852,  son  of 
Israel  Beidler,  a  farmer  of  that  locality.  The 
son  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  neighborhood  and  at  Locke's  Academy, 
Norristown,  Pennsylvania,  arid  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  his  youth.  Since  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  or  1873,  he  has  con- 
fined his  business  energies  and  abilities  to 
operations  in  coal,  and  of  late  years  has  been 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  Ohio 
field. 

In  1900  Mr.  Beidler  was  elected  to  congress 
from  the  twentieth  district,  having  been  an 
active  Republican  for  many  years  who  had 
advanced  to  this  prominence  through  his  wide 
business  influence  and  able  service  in  minor 
offices.  He  served  his  congressional  constitu- 
ents with  energy,  discretion,  faithfulness  and 
efficiency  until  1906,  when  he  resumed  his  wide 
business  relations  with  his  home  community. 
Mr.  Beidler's  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married 
September  14,  1876,  was  known  by  the  maiden 
name  of  Miss  Hannah  M.  Rhoades. 

Louis  Wakeman  Pexfield,  of  Willoughby, 
vice-president  and  resident  manager  of  The 
American  Clay  Machinery  Company,  was  born 
in  Willoughby  township  July  31,  1857.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  in  Painesville  and  in 
Cleveland,  and  completed  his  education  at  Wil- 
loughby College.  He  taught  school  for  five 
years  prior  to  entering  business  with  his  uncle, 
J.  W.  Penfield,  who  established  the  business 
with  which  our  subject  is  now  connected.  On 
January  3,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Clara  Emma  Johnson,  of  Toledo,  'fhey 
have  one  son,  J.  Arthur,  who  is  associated  in 
business  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Penfield  has  been  prominent  in  the  mu- 
nicipal and  fraternal  affairs  of  his  own  city. 
For  eighteen  years  he  served  as  president  of 
the  Board  of  Education,  was  elected  mayor  in 
1892,  has  been  president  of  The  Willoughby 
Chamber  of  Commerce  and  at  this  time  is 
president  of  The  Willoughby  Telephone  Com- 


pany. As  a  Mason  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Blue  Lodge  in  Willoughby,  the  Chapter  and 
Commandery  in  Painesville,  of  the  Shrine  and 
Lake  Erie  Consistory  of  Cleveland.  He  has 
held  many  of  the  offices  in  these  bodies.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  rises  above  all 
party  considerations  when  it  comes  to  for- 
warding the  best  interests  of  Willoughby. 

Mr.  Penfield's  grandfather,  Wakeman,  and 
his  father,  Nathan  Emory  Penfield,  were  na- 
tives of  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  but  moved  to 
Willoughby  early  in  the  4o''s.  Mr.  Penfield  is  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  Society  of  Sons  of  the 
American  Revolution,  the  New  England  So- 
ciety and  the  Union  Club  of  Cleveland. 

David  William  Price. — For  more  than 
three-quarters  of  a  century  the  Price  family 
has  constituted  a  steady  and  progressive  factor 
in  the  agricultural  development  and  the  worthy 
citizenship  of  southeastern  Portage  county,  the 
country  around  Palmyra  Center  being  espe- 
cially identified  with  its  sturdy  and  good  name. 
David  W.  Price,  who  has  conducted  the  old 
home  place  since  his  parents'  death,  has  added 
eighty  acres  to  the  original  tract  and  has  made 
many  of  the  best  improvements.  The  result  is 
a  fine  homestead  of  two  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  which  is  under 
thorough  cultivation  and  the  remainder  good 
pasture  and  timber  land.  Mr.  Price's  specialty 
in  live  stock  is  the  breeding  of  sheep,  Durham 
cattle  and  Percheron  horses.  Independent  in 
politics,  as  in  all  else,  he  has  served  as  town- 
ship clerk,  but  has  devoted  little  of  his  time  to 
partisan  matters.  In  his  religious  faith,  he 
is  an  earnest  Univcrsalist.  Mr.  Price  is  not 
only  a  thorough  farmer,  but  is  quite  a  talented 
mechanic  and  is  particularly  interested  in  the 
attempts  now  being  made  by  all  the  great  na- 
tions to  master  the  navigation  of  the  air.  He 
has  studied  the  problem  for  many  years  and 
has  an  airship  under  construction  which  he 
expects  soon  to  place  in  the  lists  with  other 
world  competitors. 

David  W.  Price  was  born  on  the  old  farm 
in  Palmyra  township,  November  28,  1859,  son 
of  Salbra  and  Ann  (Williams)  Price,  both 
natives  of  South  Wales,  the  father  born  in 
Nayntyglo  and  the  mother  in  Llanon.  In 
1833  the  paternal  grandparents,  Edward  and 
Mary  Price,  sailed  from  their  native  country 
and  after  an  Atlantic  voyage  of  six  weeks 
landed  at  New  York,  and  thence  bv  canal  and 
lake  to  Cleveland.  The  husband  first  bought 
land  and  erected  a  residence  at  Palmvra  Cen- 
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ter,  donated  a  tract  for  the  cemetery,  and  be- 
came highly  respected  in  a  very  short  time. 
Later,  however,  he  purchased  four  hundred 
and  eleven  acres  in  timber  land,  a  mile  and  a 
half  north  of  the  Center,  built  a  log  cabin  and 
proceeded  to  clear  and  improve  this  noble  body 
of  land.  His  son  Salbra  inherited  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  the  estate,  which,  as  stated, 
also  descended  to  the  grandson,  David  W. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  David  D.  Will- 
iams, sailed  for  the  United  States  in  1840  and 
settled  with  his  children  in  Paris  township 
(his  wife  had  died  in  Wales).  Besides  David 
W.,  w^ho  was  the  fourth  child,  the  Price  family 
consisted  of  Edward  and  Julia  Ann  (now  de- 
ceased) ;  Keziah,  who  lives  with  Mr.  Price  of 
this  sketch;  Daniel,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  and  Mary,  who  did  not  survive 
her  infancy. 

Thomas  F.  Foley. — An  important  indus- 
trial enterprise  in  the  village  of  Madison,  Lake 
county,  is  that  conducted  by  the  Madison 
Wheel  Company,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
review  is  treasurer  and  general  manager.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  progressive  busi- 
ness men  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  is 
known  also  as  an  able  executive  official. 

The  Madison  Wheel  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  1880  by  Madison  men,  and  was  duly  in- 
corporated under  the  laws  of  the  state.  After 
the  plant  had  been  in  operation  about  eight 
years  it  was  found  expedient  to  abandon  the 
work  for  a  time,  and  the  factory  therafter  lay 
idle  and  unproductive  until  1897,  when  a  re- 
organization took  place,  new  capital  being  se- 
cured and  also  new  principals  in  executive 
control.  The  company  is  incorporated  with  a 
capital  stock  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  its 
officers  at  the  present  time  are  as  here  noted: 
L.  K.  Ritscher,  president;  John  Austin,  vice- 
president  ;  F.  H.  Davet,  secretary ;  and  Thomas 
F.  Foley,  treasurer  and  general  manager. 
The  company  manufactures  all  kinds  of  veh- 
icle and  automobile  wheels,  and  the  plant  has 
a  capacity  for  the  output  of  two  hundred  com- 
plete sets  a  day.  The  average  annual  output 
is  about  sixty  thousand  sets.  The  concern 
gives  employment  to  an  average  of  about 
seventy-five  men,  and  its  monthly  pay-roll  rep- 
resents an  average  outlay  of  about  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars.  This  is  the  leading  in- 
dustry of  Madison,  and  has  had  much  influence 
in  promoting  the  material  and  civic  prosperity 
of  this  attractive  little  city. 


Dr.  Henry  Nelson  Amidon,  coroner  of 
Lake  county,  was  born  at  Painesville,  October 
3,  i860,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  N.  and  Mary- 
etta  (Barker)  Amidon.  Henry  N.  Amidon, 
the  father,  was  bom  in  Perry,  Lake  county, 
November  21,  1821,  and  died  December  15, 
1908;  he  was  the  son  of  Captain  William  and 
Rebecca  (Sweet)  Amidon,  both  from  Vermont, 
settling  at  Perry  about  181 2- 14.  Captain  Will- 
iam Amidon  was  captain  of  a  company  dur- 
ing the  war  of  1812,  and  his  father  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolution.  Henry  N.,  second 
in  the  family,  was  for  several  years  a 
teacher  and  later  carried  on  a  farm  at  Perry. 
He  removed  to  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  remained  until  his  six  children  (three 
boys  and  three  girls)  grew  up,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Hiram,  Ohio,  to  secure  them  educa- 
tional advantages ;  at  this  time  James  A.  Gar- 
field was  a  teacher  in  Hiram  College.  After 
the  older  children  had  completed  their  educa- 
tion at  Hiram  he  returned  to  Geneva,  where 
he  resided  on  a  farm  close  to  the  village.  He 
removed  to  Painesville  fifteen  years  before  his 
death,  and  there  lived  a  retired  life.  He  was 
an  earnest  member  of  the  Ohio  Disciples 
Church  and  was  of  a  quiet,  studious  nature. 
He  was  a  deep  thinker  and  a  wide  reader, 
broad  minded  and  liberal  in  his  opinions. 

The  six  children  of  Henry  N.  and  Mary 
(Barker)  Amidon  were:  Andrew  A.,  Alice  A., 
Rebecca  S.,  Henry  N.,  Nellie  M.  and  Samuel 
B.  Andrew  A.  Amidon  became  an  attorney 
and  built  up  a  fine  practice  at  Painesville, 
where  he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four.  Alice 
A.  married  Rev.  James  Cannon,  a  minister  of 
the  Disciples  Church,  and  resides  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Rebecca  S.  has  been  a  teacher  for 
thirty-five  years,  and  has  been  teaching  twenty 
years  in  the  public  schools  at  Cleveland.  She 
is  assistant  principal  in  a  high  school.  Nellie 
M.  has  taught  for  over  tw^enty  years  in  the 
schools  of  Cleveland,  and  is  now  at  the  Central 
High  School.  Samuel  B.  graduated  from  the 
Cleveland  Law  School,  and  has  since  practiced 
at  Wichita,  Kansas,  where  he  is  ex-district 
attorney  and  corporation  attorney. 

Henry  Nelson  Amidon  took  a  course  in  the 
Normal  School  at  Geneva,  Ohio,  and  Oberlin 
College,  and  graduated  with  the  class  of  1884 
from  the  medical  department  of  the  Western 
Reserve  University.  In  1885  Dr.  Amidon  be- 
gan practice  in  Painesville,  and  has  continued 
there  for  twenty-four  years,  in  general  prac- 
tise.   He  has  met  with  pleasing  success,  and  is 
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generally  admired  and  respected.  Dr.  Amidon 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  in  the  city 
council,  and  lends  his  efforts  and  influence  to 
the  betterment  of  local  conditions.  He  has 
several  times  served  as  delegate  to  Republican 
conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  the  prominent 
local  fraternal  orders.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  Lake  County  Medical  Association  since  its 
organization. 

Dr.  Amidon  married,  in  September,  1884, 
Sylvania  J.  Smith,  of  Geneva,  Ohio,  who  died 
in  1 901,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Henry  S.  and  Mary  Priscilla.  Henry 
S.  Amidon  graduated  from  the  Western  Re- 
serve University  in  the  class  of  1909.  Mary 
Priscilla  Amidon  spent  two  years  in  the 
Woman's  College  of  the  Western  Reserve  Uni- 
versity, and  is  a  teacher  in  Lake  county.  Dr. 
Amidon  married  (second)  in  1902,  Mrs.  Ger- 
trude Taylor,  daughter  of  Edwin  IngersoU,  a 
farmer  of  Mentor,  Ohio,  where  she  was  born. 
They  had  had  no  children,  but  she  has  a  child 
by  her  former  marriage,  Marie  Taylor. 

James  Jones. — A  man  who  has  ever  been 
useful  in  his  community  and  an  able  assistant 
in  promoting  its  agricultural  and  industrial 
prosperity,  James  Jones  has  for  thirty  or  more 
years  been  an  esteemed  resident  of  Palmyra 
township,  and  has  served  acceptably  in  several 
offices  of  trust  and  responsibility.  Coming 
on  both  sides  of  the  house  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
he  was  born  January  7,  1833,  in  Nova  Scotia, 
a  son  of  Thomas  Jones.  Thomas  Jones  was 
born  in  Cardiganshire,  Wales,  where  the  ear- 
lier part  of  his  life  was  spent.  Emigrating  to 
America,  he  spent  a  short  time  in  Nova  Scotia, 
from  there  coming  to  Ohio,  stopping  first  in 
Cleveland.  Subsequently  locating  in  Port- 
age county,  he  bought  land  in  Paris  town- 
ship, and  was  there  engaged  in  tilling 
the  soil  until  his  death.  He  was  twice 
married.  His  first  wife,  a  life-long  resident  of 
Wales,  bore  him  six  children,  none  of  whom 
are  now  living.  He  married  secondly,  in 
Wales,  Hannah  Phillips,  who  was  born  in 
Pembrokeshire,  Wales.  She  moved  to  Pal- 
myra soon  after  his  death,  and  there  spent  her 
remaining  days,  dying  about  four  years  after 
his  death.  She  bore  him  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Brought  up  and  educated  in  Paris  township, 
James  Jones  remained  at  home  until  assuming 
the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  a  married 
man.  He  subsequently  lived  a  few  months  in 
Newport,  Paris  township,  and  then  moved  to 


Youngstown,  where  for  twelve  years  he  was 
employed  in  the  coal  mines.  His  father-in-law 
then  dying  in  Palmyra  township,  Mr.  Jones 
came  with  his  family  to  this  place,  and  soon 
after  bought  the  Breeze  farm.  He  later  traded 
it  for  farming  property  in  Edinburg  township, 
and  in  1880  sold  that  estate  and  bought  a  hotel 
in  Palmyra  Center.  In  1885  ^r.  Jones  was 
elected  sheriflF  of  Portage  county,  and  during 
the  four  years  that  he  served  in  that  capacity 
he  rented  his  hotel.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  has  served  two 
terms  as  township  trustee.  Religiously  he  is 
associated  by  membership  with  the  Congrega- 
tional church. 

On  July  4,  1855,  Mr.  Jones  married  Mary 
S.  Breeze,  who  was  born  in  Palmyra  town- 
ship and  died  December  24,  1903.  Her  father, 
John  Breeze,  a  native  of  Wales,  emigrated 
to  Ohio  when  young  and  married  Polly  H. 
Edwards,  who  was  a  life-long  resident  of  Pal- 
myra township.  Four  children  were  born  of 
the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones,  namely: 
Hattie,  who  married  ^L  A.  King  and  died  in 
early  womanhood ;  Flora,  widow  of  Alton 
Williams,  resides  in  Akron,  Ohio;  Benjamin, 
of  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio,  is  employed  on  the 
A.  B.  &  C.  railroad ;  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Swatzen- 
burg,  who  died  December  25,  1907. 

William  L.  Wilcox. — The  prosperous  and 
progressive  citizens  of  Deerfield  township 
have  an  excellent  representative  in  the 
person  of  William  L.  Wilcox,  who  holds 
a  position  of  note  among  the  keen,  en- 
ergetic, business-like  farmers  who  are  skill- 
fully managing  the  extensive  agricultural  in- 
terests of  this  part  of  Portage  county.  A  son 
of  Alexander  H.  Wilcox,  he  was  born  in  this 
township  May  20,  1845,  coming  from  pioneer 
ancestry,  his  grandfather,  William  Wilcox, 
having  been  among  the  early  settlers  of  this 
place. 

Alexander  H.  Wilcox,  born  in  Massachu- 
setts November  2^,  18 12,  came  with  his  parents 
to  Deerfield  township  when  a  boy,  the  long 
and  wearisome  journey  being  made  with  ox 
teams.  Developing  into  manhood  on  the  farm 
which  his  father  wrested  from  the  wilderness, 
he  subsequently  invested  his  surplus  money  in 
land,  becoming  the  owner  of  extensive  tracts, 
which  he  improved  and  placed  under  cultiva- 
tion, continuing  his  agricultural  labors  until 
his  death,  March  31,  1898.  He  was  twice 
married.  He  married  first  Betsey  E.  Diver, 
who  was  born  in  Deerfield  township,  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  Diver.  She  was  born  on  May  12, 
1815,  and  died  on  August  6,  1850.  He  married 
for  his  second  wife  Adeline  Barrick,  who  was 
born  February  4,  181 7,  and  died  April  6,  1900. 
By  his  first  marriage  there  were  seven  children, 
and  of  his  second  union  three  children  were 
born. 

The  fifth  child  in  succession  of  birth  of  the 
children  of  his  father's  first  marriage,  William 
L.  Wilcox  remained  beneath  the  parental  roof 
until  becoming  of  age.  He  subsequently 
worked  out  or  rented  farms  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  when  he  had  accumulated  sufficient 
money  to  warrant  him  in  so  doing  he  bought 
107  acres  adjoining  the  home  place,  buying 
it  while  he  was  yet  a  single  man.  He  erected 
a  substantial  set  of  buildings,  set  out  trees, 
and  at  the  present  time  has  in  his  sugar  bush 
400  trees,  from  which  he  reaps  a  good  annual 
income.  From  time  to  time  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
bought  more  land,  having  now  in  his  home 
farm  228  acres,  all  of  which  with  the  excep- 
tion of  twenty-eight  acres  of  valuable  timber 
is  under  tillage.  Here  he  is  carrying  on  gen- 
eral farming,  including  the  raising  of  sheep, 
hogs,  cattle  and  horses,  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults, being  financially  repaid  for  his  labors. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
at  one  time  was  elected  township  trustee,  but 
vdid  not  serve. 

On  March  4,  1879,  Mr.  Wilcox  married 
Adelia  Haines,  who  was  born  in  Deerfield 
township,  a  daughter  of  Stacey  and  Rebecca 
(Armstrong)  Haines,  the  former  a  native  of 
New  Jersey  and  the  latter  of  Goshen,  Ohio. 
Her  grandfather,  Robert  Armstrong,  born  in 
Ireland,  emigrated  when  young  to  the  United 
States.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Earl,  of  Alliance,  Ohio;  Edna, 
at  home;  and  Stacey,  at  home. 

John  D.  Jones. — No  family  in  Portage 
county  and  few  in  the  Western  Reserve  can  lay 
claim  to  more  practical  and  eflfective  work  in 
the  improvement  of  the  live  stock  industries 
of  northern  Ohio  than  the  Joneses  of  Palmyra 
township.  They  are  of  the  industrious  and  per- 
severing Welsh  yeomanry  which  has  proved 
so  rich  a  personal  element  in  the  agricultural 
populace  of  the  Buckeye  state,  and  the  mater- 
nal grandparents  of  John  D.  (also  Jones)  es- 
tablished the  family  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  township  in  1832.  At  that  time  their  land 
was  thickly  covered  with  timber. 

Mr.  Jones  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in 
Palmyra  township  April  10,  i860,  is  a  son  of 


Daniel  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Jones)  Jones,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  north  Wales  and  the 
mother,  of  the  southern  part  of  the  country. 
The  elder  Mr.  Jones  was  born  in  1821  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  first  locating  at  Hudson,  Ohio.  He 
worked  on  a  farm  there  for  some  time,  and 
made  his  home  in  Palmyra  township.  In  1844 
he  sent  for  his  parents  to  come  to  this  section 
of  the  Reserve  and  they  also  purchased  a  farm 
in  Palmyra  township.  Four  years  afterward 
he  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Jones  and  settled 
on  a  tract  of  land  which  he  had  purchased 
some  time  before.  In  1850  he  became  the 
owner  of  112  acres  in  the  southeastern  portion 
of  Palmyra  township,  to  which  he  continually 
added  until  he  was  the  proprietor  of  700  acres. 
Daniel  E.  Jones  died  in  November,  1898,  and 
his  wife,  in  February,  1887,  and  they  had  be- 
come the  parents  of  three  children: — Mar- 
garet, who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years ;  Evan 
E.,  who  was  killed  while  hunting  in  1879;  and 
John  D.,  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Jones  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
first  marriage  in  1880,  when  he  moved  to  the 
farm  which  he  had  received  from  his  father, 
in  the  southwestern  part  of  Palmyra  township. 
This  consisted  of  sixty-eight  acres,  his  entire 
share  of  the  paternal  estate  amounting  to  355 
acres.  Mr.  Jones  has  since  added  more  than 
200  acres  himself,  so  that  he  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  estate  of  618  acres,  all  in 
Palmyra  township  and  thoroughly  improved. 
His  father  and  his  paternal  grandfather  were 
pioneer  and  extensive  breeders  of  Short  Horn, 
Poll  Angus  and  Herford  cattle  in  this  section 
of  the  Reserve,  Mr.  Jones  himself  having  the 
credit  of  being  the  introducer  of  the  last  named 
breed.  He  is  also  a  leading  raiser  of  sheep 
and  horses,  and  is  one  of  the  most  widely 
known  live  stock  men  in  northern  Ohio.  As 
he  has  become  partially  disabled  of  late  years, 
he  has  been  obliged  to  confine  his  activities  to 
the  superintendence  of  his  farm.  In  politics  a 
Republican,  he  has  served  two  terms  as  town- 
ship trustee  and  otherwise  evinced  his  ability 
and  faithfulness  as  a  public  servant.  He  is 
also  a  Mason  belonging  to  Charity  Lodge,  No. 
530  of  Palmyra,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are 
charter  members  of  the  Eastern  Star. 

On  September  7,  1880,  Mr.  Jones  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Davis,  a  native  of  Milton  town- 
ship, born  to  James  and  Susan  (Jones)  Davis, 
both  of  Wales.  They  had  one  child,  Floyd  D., 
now  a  resident  of  Palmyra  township.  Mrs. 
Mary  Jones  died  September  30,  1881,  and  Mr. 
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Jones'  second  marriage,  December  22,  1883, 
was  to  Miss  Sarah  L.  Huston,  of  Palmyra 
township,  daughter  of  R.  C.  and  Jane  (Hos- 
kins)  Huston.  Her  father  was  born  in  Salem, 
Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  and  her  mother 
is  a  Pennsylvania  lady,  while  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Abraham  and  Polly  (Thatcher) 
Huston,  were  both  natives  of  England.  James 
and  Charlotte  (Sims)  Hoskins,  the  maternal 
grandparents,  were  also  of  the  mother  country. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  D.  Jones,  as  follows: — Daniel  C,  bom 
March  3,  1886,  who  lives  at  home;  Aarel  S., 
who  was  born  August  30,  1887,  and  died  June 
II,  1902;  Benjamin  D.,  born  November  28, 
1890,  who  also  lives  with  his  parents;  Evan 
Arthur,  who  was  born  May  22,  1895,  died  on 
the  i8th  of  the  following  September;  and 
Ethel  E.,  born  November  24,  1896,  died 
March  23,  1904.  They  have  adopted  a  daugh- 
ter, Delilah,  who  was  born  July  14,  1899. 

George  W.  Rice,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Amherst,  is  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Margaret 
(Stacker)  Rice,  and  was  born  February  19, 
1846,  in  Amherst.  Abraham  Rice  was  born 
April  I,  1801^  and  his  wife,  in  1806,  the  former 
in  Westmoreland  county  and  the  latter  in  Fay- 
ette county,  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married 
in  1822  and  came  to  Ohio  with  a  team  of 
horses.  They  first  purchased  a  farm  in  Black 
River  township,  where  they  remained  a  few 
years,  and  then  located  in  Amherst  township, 
where  they  bought  200  acres  of  undeveloped 
land.  For  some  time  he  owned  and  operated 
a  threshing  machine  in  that  section  of  the 
country,  and  owned  the  first  in  the  region  with 
modern  improvements.  Beginning  in  August, 
he  would  thresh  through  the  fall  and  winter. 
He  died  May  20,  1876,  and  his  widow  died  in 
March,  1891.  Of  their  fourteen  children  four 
now  survive,  namely:  Ann  E.,  Mrs.  James 
Wyatt,  of  Amherst  township ;  Adeline,  widow 
of  William  Pearl,  of  North  Amherst;  Wesley 
C,  of  Oberlin ;  and  George  W. 

George  W.  Rice  lived  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  then  began  farm 
work  away  from  home.  In  1876  he  again  took 
up  his  residence  with  his  parents,  whom  he 
cared  for  until  their  death.  He  owns  ninety 
acres  of  the  old  homestead,  and  has  carried  it 
on  witTi  good  profit ;  in  1894  he  built  a  fine 
frame  residence.  Besides  attending  the  local 
school  Mr.  Rice  spent  some  time  at  Baldwin 
University  at  Berea,  and  he  has  kept  himself 
well  informed  on  the  topics  of  the  day.     In 


politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  served 
one  term  as  justice  of  the  peace;  he  was  ap- 
pointed United  States  census  enumerator  in 
1900  and  again  in  1910.  From  1902  until  1909 
he  held  the  office  of  personal  property  assessor. 
In  January,  1908,  he  took  the  office  of  presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Amherst 
township.  Mr.  Rice  is  a  public-spirited  and 
useful  citizen,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
local  public  aflfairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Amherst  Lodge,  No.  74,  Knights  of 
Pythias,  and  of  Amherst  Lodge,  No.  262, 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security. 

Mr.  Rice  married,  April  10,  1894,  Sophia  E. 
Martin,  born  October  7,  1867,  *"  Brownhelm 
township,  daughter  of  John  and  Frederika 
(Stabble)  Martin,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Margaret  Florence, 
born  April  20,  1897. 

William  R.  Evans. — A  fine  representative 
of  the  agricultural  community  of  Paris  town- 
ship, William  R.  Evans  has  met  with  excellent 
success  in  his  independent  calling,  being  one 
of  the  foremost  farmers  and  stock -raisers  of 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  A  native- 
born  citizen,  his  birth  occurred  in  this  town- 
ship July  24,  1855,  of  Welsh  ancestry,  his 
grandparents,  John  and  Jane  Evans,  having 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Wales. 

Stephen  Evans,  father  of  William  R.,  emi- 
grated from  Wales  in  1836,  settling  in  Paris 
township.  Taking  up  a  tract  of  wild  land,  he 
erected  a  log  cabin  in  the  midst  of  the  dense 
forest,  and  in  the  grand  transformation  that 
took  place  within  the  next  few  years  played  an 
important  part.  He  cleared  the  farm  on  which 
his  son  William  now  lives,  and  there  resided 
until  his  death,  March  8,  1903,  aged  eighty-five 
years.  He  married  Mary  Thomas,  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Martha  J.  Thomas,  who  came 
here  from  Wales  during  the  first  part  of  the 
nineteenth  century.  She  died  on  the  home 
farm  August  4,  1903,  aged  seventy-three 
years.  Six  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  William  R.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch ;  John,  deceased ;  Emelyn,  of  Paris 
township;  Mattie,  wife  of  David  J.  Davis,  of 
Palmyra  township:  Sadie,  wife  of  John  L. 
Thomas,  of  Paris  township;  and  Elmer,  of 
Paris  township. 

Obtaining  a  practical  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  William  R.  Evans  assisted  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm  as  long  as  his 
parents  lived,  and  at  their  death  bought  the 
interest  of  the  remaining  heirs  in  the  home- 
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stead  property.  Here  he  has  109  acres  of 
choice  land,  well  adapted  for  general  farming, 
and  he  is  so  skilfully  conducting  his  operations 
as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  that  he  invariably 
secures  the  best  possible  returns  for  the  time 
and  money  he  expends.  He  is  especially  in- 
terested in  raising  Durham  cattle  and 
draft  horses,  and  is  quite  successful  in 
that  line.  The  buildings,  which  are  prac- 
tical and  substantial,  were  built  by  his 
father,  with  the  exception  of  a  bank  barn, 
fifty-eight  feet  by  thirty  feet,  with  a  concrete 
foundation,  which  he  erected.  Mr.  Evans  is 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  of  which  he  has  been 
a  trustee  since  1903. 

On  October  7,  1903,  Mr.  Evans  married 
Margaret  Rees,  who  was  born  in  Winnebago 
county,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Rees,  who  emigrated  from 
Carmarthenshire,  Wales,  to  the  United  States 
in  1841,  settling  first  in  Reading,  Pennsylvania. 
Eight  years  later  they  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
and  there  spent  their  remaining  years,  the 
mother  dying  April  2^,  1893,  ^"^  the  father, 
October  24,  1895. 

(iKORGE  Eleazer  Matiier  was  born  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  December  17,  1865,  and  he 
descends  from  a  family  prominent  in  the  annals 
of  the  early  history  of  the  United  States.  The 
founder  of  the  familv  in  this  countrv  was  the 
Rev  .Richard  Mather,  who  was  born  in  Low- 
ton,  England,  in  1596.  He  came  to  America 
in  1635,  and  settled  in  Dorchester,  Massachu- 
setts, which  continued  as  his  home  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  occurring  there 
in  1669.  He  was  a  Puritan  clergyman,  and  he 
performed  a  conspicuous  part  in  framing  the 
Cambridge  platform,  and  he  also  helped  to 
compile  the  Bay  Psalm  Book,  said  to  be  the 
first  book  printed  in  New  England.  One  of 
the  sons  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Mather  was  Dr. 
Increase  Mather,  president  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege. 

Continuing  the  genealogical  research  of  the 
Mather  family  through  a  number  of  genera- 
tions we  come  to  the  name  of  Eleazer  Mather, 
M.  D.,  the  founder  of  the  family  in  Ohio.  He 
was  born  in  Lyme,  Connecticut,  June  22,  1753, 
and  sought  a  home  in  this  state  during  an  early 
period  in  its  history,  establishing  his  home  at 
I>()ston  in  Summit  county,  and  there  he  died 
in  the  year  of  1837.  Among  his  children  was 
the  son,  William  Dudley  Mather,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  Cozad,  of  Cleveland,  and  settled  at 


Northfield  in  Summit  county.  At  his  death 
he  left  three  children,  one  of  whom  was  George 
Mather,  born  in  1819,  and  he  settled  in  Cleve- 
land in  1849.  He  was  a  well  known  architect 
and  builder  in  that  city  between  the  years  of 
1849  *^^^  1 87 1,  and  many  of  the  substantial 
old  residences  there,  still  occupied,  bear  evi- 
dence of  his  splendid  ability  in  his  chosen 
calling.  He  moved  to  Mentor,  Ohio,  in  1871, 
and  resided  there  until  his  death  in  1898. 

William  Dudley  Mather,  only  son  of  George 
Mather,  was  bom  at  Akron,  Ohio,  in  1843. 
Moving  with  his  parents  to  Cleveland  in  1849 
he  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
city  and  in  Shaw  Academy.  At  the  opening 
of  the  war  between  the  north  and  the  south 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Eighty-fourth  Ohio 
Regiment,  in  1862,  at  Cleveland,  and  after  the 
close  of  his  military  career  he  went  to  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  and  spent  some  time  in  a 
telegraph  office  there.  Returning  then  to 
Cleveland  he  was  for  the  following  seven 
years  engaged  in  the  coal  business,  while  in 
1871  he  came  to  Mentor  township  and  settled 
on  the  farm  which  his  father  had  purchased 
and  was  then  operating,  and  he  has  since  re- 
sided on  the  homestead  there.  He  has  filled 
various  township  and  county  offices,  serving 
as  treasurer  of  Lake  county  from  1889  to  1891, 
and  in  1892  he  was  appointed  the  county  re- 
corder to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  death.  Will- 
iam D.  Mather  married  in  1864  Miss  Henrietta 
B.  Speer,  a  daughter  of  James  B.  Speer,  a 
prominent  plow  manufacturer  of  Pittsburg. 

George  Eleazer  Mather  is  a  son  of  William 
D.  and  Henrietta  Mather,  and  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland  on  the  17th  of  December, 
1865.  Coming  with  his  parents  to  Mentor  in 
1 87 1  he  received  his  education  in  the  pubHc 
schools  of  this  place  and  in  those  of  Oswego, 
New  York.  In  1887  he  entered  the  office  of 
the  Erie  Express  Company  at  Binghampton, 
New  York,  as  secretary  to  the  general  super- 
intendent, and  after  the  absorption  of  that 
company  by  the  Wells-Fargo  interests  he 
moved  to  Cleveland  and  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  court  and  general  reporting  until 
coming  in  1891  to  Painesville  to  become  the 
official  reporter  of  the  courts  of  Lake  county, 
an  office  which  he  still  holds.  During  this 
time  he  has  reported  many  important  cases 
and  investigations  in  Lake  and  other  counties 
in  the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Mather  married  in  1890  Miss  Lilah 
A.  Megley,  a  daughter  of  William  H.  Megley 
of  Mentor.     Her  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
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Horace  Rice,  who  was  born  near  Boston, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Lake  county.  A  son,  Harry  Dudley 
Mather,  was  born  to  Georg.e  E.  Mather  and 
his  wife  on  the  15th  of  August,  1894. 

John  Melancthon  Page,  of  a  family 
known  in  the  Western  Reserve  from  almost 
its  earliest  days  of  settlement,  was  born  in 
Collamer,  Ohio,  November  25,  1833,  ^"^  ^^^^ 
June  12,  1900.  He  was  a  son  of  Isaac  M.  and 
Philomela  (Stillman)  Page,  the  latter  a  de- 
scendant of  the  first  president  of  Yale  College. 
Both  were  natives  of  Northford,  Connecticut, 
where  the  Page  family  originally  located  in 
America.  Isaac  Page  and  his  wife  were  mar- 
ried in  1813,  and  in  1828  started  west,  going 
up  the  Hudson  river,  thence  to  Buffalo,  and 
thence  to  Cleveland.  At  that  time  there  was 
no  wharf  at  Cleveland,  and  the  goods  were 
taken  ashore  in  a  small  boat.  They  settled 
first  at  Euclid,  now  East  Cleveland,  and  the 
old  house  they  built  is  still  standing  on  Page 
avenue.  Isaac  Page  was  a  farmer,  also  a 
mechanic,  and  operated  a  saw  mill  and  fol- 
lowed the  trade  of  carpenter;  he  was  the  sec- 
ond man  who  operated  a  mill  on  Ninemile 
Creek,  near  Wemples.  Isaac  Page  was  born 
May  27,  1790,  and  died  February  4,  1865;  his 
wife,  who  was  born  March  29,  1792,  died  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1868.  He  was  active  in  church  mat- 
ters, and  was  among  the  oldest  members  of  the 
Abolitionist,  though  he  never  took  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs. 

Isaac  Page  and  his  wife  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  as  follows :  Benjamin  St. 
John,  a  Congregational  minister ;  Eliza  Celes- 
tia,  who  married  Wickham  Aldrich;  Mary 
Footc,  who  died  unmarried,  aged  seventy-two ; 
Isaac  Morris,  who  lived  in  East  Cleveland  and 
was  deacon  in  the  church  and  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven  years ;  Sarah  Stillman  married 
Dr.  O.  C.  Kendrick,  ex-superintendent  of 
State  Insane  Asylum  at  Xewburg,  Ohio,  and 
died  at  East  Cleveland  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two.  Benjamin  St.  J.  Page  was  at  first  pastor 
of  a  church  in  Chester,  and  then  in  Euclid, 
Ohio;  preached  for  twenty  years  in  Connecti- 
cut and  died  aged  fifty-three  while  at  Warren, 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church  there.  He 
was  an  able  minister. 

John  M.  Page  lived  in  Euclid,  and  attended 
Hudson  Academy.  He  removed  to  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  ten  years 
with  his  brother  Isaac,  lumbering.  Later  he 
became  engaged  in  lumbering  in  Lorain  coun- 


ty, and  also  operated  saw  mills.  He  engaged 
in  farming  and  continued  in  active  business  un- 
til 1882,  when  he  retired. 

On  February  8^  187 1,  Mr.  Page  married 
Florence  Augusta  Leonard,  daughter  of  El- 
bridge  and  Phebe  Augusta  (Kellogg)  Leon- 
ard, born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  When 
twelve  years  of  age  she  went  with  the  family 
to  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1869  settled 
in  Willoughby,  where  Mrs.  Page  now  lives,  on 
Euclid  avenue,  one  mile  west  of  Willoughby 
Village.  She  graduated  from  Lake  Erie  Semi- 
nary in  the  class  of  1865,  in  the  same  class  as 
Miss  Bentley,  now  dean  of  the  college.  Miss 
Leonard  became  a  teacher  in  the  graded 
schools  in  East  Cleveland,  and  also  taught 
music.  She  has  been  influential  in  the  educa- 
tion of  all  her  children.  Mr.  Page  and  his 
wife  became  parents  of  the  following  children : 
Frances,  who  graduated  from  Oberlin  College 
in  the  class  of  1894;  Grace,  of  the  class  of 
1899;  and  Florence  of  the  class  of  1905.  Flor- 
ence is  a  member  of  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  So- 
ciety. Grace  spent  one  summer  abroad  in  a 
European  tour.  Mrs.  Page  is  a  member  of  the 
Library  Board  of  Willoughby,  a  member  of  the 
Library  Building  Board  and  a  trustee. 

Elbridge  O.  Warner. — Standing  prominent 
among  the  pioneer  residents  of  Unionville, 
Lake  county,  was  Elbridge  O.  Warner,  who 
was  an  important  factor  in  advancing  the  in- 
dustrial interests  of  this  part  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  took  a  lively  interest  in  local  af- 
fairs, and  as  a  business  man  met  with  note- 
worthy success.  A  son  of  Nathan  Warner,  Jr., 
he  was  born,  September  15,  181 1,  in  Berkshire 
county,  Massachusetts.  His  grandfather, 
Nathan  Warner,  Sr.,  belonged  to  a  colonial 
family  of  New  England,  where  he  was  brought 
up  and  educated.  He  subsequently  removed 
to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred February  17,  1829,  aged  seventy-three 
years.  He  married  first  ]\Irs.  Amy  Cook,  a 
widow  with  children.  She  died  August  26, 
1824,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of  her  ag:c.  He 
subsequently  married  a  second  wife,  who  bore 
him  three  children,  namely:  Alfred,  a  clock- 
maker  by  trade,  settled  first  in  Lexington,  Ken- 
tucky, but  spent  his  last  years  in  Missouri ; 
Otis,  for  many  years  a  leading  citizen  of  Leroy 
township ;  and  Oliver,  who  spent  his  early 
years  at  Warners  Corners,  but  died  in  Geneva, 
at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Nathan  Warner,  Jr.,  born  in  Massachusetts, 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  family  in  18 12,  locating 
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in  the  Western  Reserve  in  pioneer  days.  He 
married  Sally  Cook,  a  daughter  of  his  step- 
mother, and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Stephen,  Elbridge  O.,  Eme- 
line  and  Sally.  Stephen  married,  and  at  his 
death  left  oneson,  Randolph  Warner.  Eme- 
line  became  the  wife  of  Amri  Axtell,  of  Paines- 
ville.  Sallv  married  Reuben  Nellis,  of  Ash- 
tabula. 

Elbridge  O.  Warner  was  born  in  Hinsdale, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  but  an  infant  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reared.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  went 
to  Lexington,  Kentucky,  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  Alfred  Warner,  and  after  attending 
school  in  that  city  for  a  time  embarked  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits,  opening  a  store  of  general 
merchandise,  becoming  head  of  the  firm  of  E. 
O.  Warner  &  Co.  and  subsequently  becoming 
collector  for  his  uncle,  traveled  through  Ken- 
tucky, becoming  familiar  with  all  parts  of  the 
state.  Returning  to  Ohio  in  1841,  Mr.  Warner 
purchased  the  farm  at  Unionville  now  owned 
by  his  son  Eugene,  taking  possession  of  it  in 
1847.  It  was  located  on  the  old  stage  route, 
and  here  he  conducted  a  tavern  until  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Lake  Shore  railroad,  when  the 
stage  was  abandoned,  the  present  commodious 
residence  replacing  the  original  tavern.  He 
was  very  successful  in  his  agricultural  labors, 
and  for  many  years  was  extensively  engaged  in 
buying  and  shipping  cattle.  In  1874  he  re- 
signed his  agricultural  interests,  engaging  only 
in  private  affairs  until  his  death,  March  11, 
1884. 

Mr.  Warner  was  for  a  number  of  years 
sheriff  of  Ashtabula  county,  serving  when  the 
underground  railway  was  in  existence  and 
slaves  were  constantly  trying  to  escape  to 
Canada.  Although  he  was  a  loyal  Democrat, 
and  while  in  Kentucky  had  owned  slaves,  his 
sympathies  were  often  with  the  poor  negro, 
and  on  one  occasion  while  in  pursuit  of  a  slave 
he  deliberately  drove  into  another  county,  giv- 
ing the  negro  an  opportunity  to  make  his  es- 
cape. True  to  the  faith  in  which  he  was  reared, 
he  belonged  to  St.  Michael's  Episcopal  church, 
of  which  his  father  was  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber, and  was  very  active  in  its  aflPairs. 

On  January  5,  1842,  Elbridge  O.  W^arner 
married  Nancy  Nellis,  who  was  born  in  Ash- 
tabula, Ohio,  February  22,  1814,  and  died 
March  13,  1865.  Five  children  were  born  of 
that  union,  namely :  Cassius,  who  died  in  child- 
hood ;  Josephine  married  Wilbur  Cleveland, 
and  died  February  26,  1870,  leaving  one  child, 


Alfred  W.  Cleveland,  of  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota; Isadore  died  in  childhood;  Eugene,  liv- 
ing on  the  old  home  farm;  and  Arthur  El- 
bridge, of  Unionville.  Mr.  Warner  married 
for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Minerva  (Bugby) 
Shears,  widow  of  Spencer  Shears,  for  several 
years  landlord  of  the  Webster  Tavern  in 
Unionville.  She  lived  but  about  a  year  after 
their  marriage,  dying  December  15,  1870.  Mr. 
Warner  married  third,  March  18,  1874,  Mrs. 
Marion  E.  (Knowlton)  Scheverell.  Her 
father,  Charles  Knowlton,  was  born  in  Brook- 
field,  Massachusetts,  a  son  of  Jonathan  Knowl- 
ton, and  a  descendant  of  Captain  William 
Knowlton,  who  sailed  in  his  own  ship  from 
England,  but  died  before  he  reached  the  New 
World.  His  family  settled  in  Ipswich,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1635.  Jonathan  Knowlton  while 
living  in  Canada  was  pressed  into  the  British 
service  under  General  McKenzie,  but  made  his 
escape  and  served  in  the  colonial  army  during 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Charles  Knowlton  came  to  Ohio  when  a 
young  man,  and  here  married  Harriet  Evans, 
who  was  born  in  Geneva,  Ashtabula  county,  a 
daughter  of  Ora  and  Sally  Snediker  Evans, 
who  came  from  Schoharie  county,  New  York, 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  18 12.  Sally  Sne- 
diker was  a  direct  descendant  of  John  Sne- 
diker, the  original  patron  of  an  estate  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York.  Ora  Evans  served  in 
the  war  of  1812,  being  at  the  engagement  at 
Sacketts  Harbor  and  in  many  others.  He  set- 
tled north  of  Unionville,  on  the  county  line, 
and  the  house  which  he  erected  there  seventy 
years  ago  is  still  in  an  excellent  state  of  pre- 
servation. He  later  removed  to  Harpersfield 
township,  where  he  resided  until  his  death.  His 
father,  Ora  Evans,  Sr.,  and  his  grandfather, 
Moses  Evans,  were  both  soldiers  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  jMoses  Evans'  wife  being,  very 
active  during  the  war,  carrying  dispatches  to 
and  from  many  points,  on  one  occasion  shoot- 
ing the  horse  of  a  pursuer.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  she  and  her  husband  settled  on  the  old 
battlefield  of  Harlem  Heights,  where  she  died 
at  the  remarkable  age  of  108  years.  Some 
time  after  his  marriage  Charles  Knowlton  re- 
turned to  his  early  home  in  North  Brookfield, 
Massachusetts,  and  died  there  about  1840, 
leaving  three  children,  namely:  Ora  E.,  who 
served  in  the  Civil  war  and  died  at  the  age  of 
forty-five  years;  Captain  Emery  E.,  an  attor- 
ney in  Canfield,  Ohio,  served  in  the  Civil  war 
and  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-seven  years ;  and 
Marion  E.,  who  became  the  third  wife  of  Mr. 
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Warner.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Warner  one 
child  was  born:  Marjorie  Warner,  finely  edu- 
cated in  instrumental  music  and  voice  culture, 
is  the  wife  of  Belah  W.  Rote,  of  Geneva.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Warner  has  re- 
sided at  the  old  home.  She  is  a  member  of  St. 
Michael's  Episcopal  church,  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  work  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  and  is  likewise 
interested  in  genealogical  and  historical  mat- 
ters. She  has  written  much  for  the  press,  in- 
cluding stories  and  poems  which  have  been 
highly  praised  for  their  literary  merit.  Eugene 
Nellis  Warner,  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Warner  by 
his  first  marriage,  married  Kate  Hutchins,  of 
Harpersfield,  and  their  children  are  all  promi- 
nent men  and  women.  Dorr  is  an  attorney  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Otto  is  a  physician  in  Con- 
neaut,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Lyons  before  her  marriage 
was  a  school  teacher.  Nettie  and  Mary  are 
both  noted  for  their  musical  ability.  George  is 
a  successful  business  man  in  the  west.  El- 
bridge  is  still  at  home  and  in  school.  Mr. 
Warner  is  a  man  of  broad  views  concerning 
agriculture  in  every  sense,  his  grain  and  fruit 
productions  showing  him  to  be  deserving  of  the 
influence  he  has  gained  in  his  widely  extended 
business  relations. 

Arthur  Elbridge  Warner,  youngest  son  of 
Mr.  Warner  by  his  first  marriage,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  December  22,  1851,  and 
was  there  reared.  About  1882  he  went  to  New 
York  to  assist  in  the  building  of  the  West 
Shore  railroad,  spending  two  years  there.  He 
returned  home  in  the  winter  of  1883,  and  the 
following  year,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
came  into  possession  of  the  old  Wheeler  home- 
stead in  Unionville,  which  was  built  between 
1830  and  1835,  and  he  has  since  resided  there. 
The  fine  old  house  is  still  in  good  repair.  On 
April  18,  1885,  Arthur  E.  Warner  married 
Mary  E.  Rastetter,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Isadore,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Geneva 
high  school  and  from  the  Moravian  College  in 
Cleveland,  and  is  now  living  at  home.  In  his 
earlier  years  Mr.  Warner  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  the  election  of  President  Har- 
rison. 

Man  LEY  W.  AxTEi.L. — The  late  Manlev 
Washington  Axtell  was  born  on  his  parents' 
farm  in  Russia  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
March  31,  1831,  and  he  died  on  his  farm  at 
Amherst  on  December  28,  1893,  after  a  life  of 


usefulness  and  honor.  He  was  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Jane  (Wellman)  Axtell,  the  father  bom 
in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  the 
mother  in  the  state  of  Maine.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts,  and  coming  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  1824,  they  located  on  a  farm 
in  Russia  township  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  there.  Manley  W.  Axtell  was  the 
twelfth  born  of  their  fifteen  children,  ten  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  before  reaching  his 
majority  purchased  his  time  of  his  father  and 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  during  the 
summer  months.  In  time  he  resumed  his 
studies  at  Oberlin  College,  and  later  was  under 
General  McClelland  on  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  Entering  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  he 
graduated  and  practiced  medicine  for  a  period 
in  Missouri.  While  in  the  west  he  was  also 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  railroad  con- 
struction, and  enlisting  for  the  Civil  war  with 
the  Chicago  Light  Artillery,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  department  of  the  Mississippi  and  later 
was  an  assistant  surgeon  at  Camp  Dennison, 
Ohio,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  conflict. 
Going  to  Northern  Michigan  Mr.  Axtell  was 
engaged  in  the  wood  and  coal  business  for  one 
year,  and  selling  out  there  it  was  at  this  time 
that  he  received  the  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Northern  Missouri  Rail- 
road. This  work  consumed  about  a  year,  and 
he  was  then  engaged  in  railroad  building  for 
many  years  in  Kansas.  Returning  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  1872,  he  purchased  twenty- 
two  acres  of  land  in  Amherst  and  later  bought 
twenty-two  acres  more,  although  not  adjoin- 
ing, and  farmed  his  land  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  married  on  October  22, 
1865,  to  Catherine  A.  Whiton,  who  was  bom 
in  Amherst  township  December  24,  1839,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  L.  and  Lavina 
(Wright)  Whiton,  he  from  Berkshire  county. 
Massachusetts,  and  she  from  Springfield,  that 
state.  Since  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Axtell 
has  resided  in  Amherst,  and  much  of  her  time 
is  spent  in  travel.  She  has  one  daughter, 
Agnes  May,  the  wife  of  H.  J.  Moule,  con- 
nected with  the  Cleveland  Trust  Company  and 
a  resident  of  Lakewood,  this  state.  They  have 
two  children,  Manley  Axtell  and  Richard 
Harding.  Mr.  Axtell  affiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  in  Chicago  and  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  Mrs.  Axtell  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Unitarian  church. 
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Warner.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Warner  one 
child  was  born :  Alarjorie  Warner,  finely  edu- 
cated in  instrumental  music  and  voice  culture, 
is  the  wife  of  Belah  W.  Rote,  of  Geneva.  Since 
the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Warner  has  re- 
sided at  the  old  home.  She  is  a  member  of  St. 
Michael's  Episcopal  church,  and  takes  an  ac- 
tive interest  in  the  work  of  the  Young 
Women's  Christian  Association,  and  is  likewise 
interested  in  genealogical  and  historical  mat- 
ters. She  has  written  much  for  the  press,  in- 
cluding stories  and  poems  which  have  been 
highly  praised  for  their  literary  merit.  Eugene 
Nellis  Warner,  oldest  son  of  Mr.  Warner  by 
his  first  marriage,  married  Kate  Hutchins,  of 
Harpersfield,  and  their  children  are  all  promi- 
nent men  and  women.  Dorr  is  an  attorney  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio;  Otto  is  a  physician  in  Con- 
neaut,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Lyons  before  her  marriage 
was  a  school  teacher.  Nettie  and  Mary  are 
both  noted  for  their  musical  ability.  George  is 
a  successful  business  man  in  the  wxst.  El- 
bridge  is  still  at  home  and  in  school.  Mr. 
Warner  is  a  man  of  broad  views  concerning 
agriculture  in  every  sense,  his  grain  and  fruit 
productions  showing  him  to  be  deserving  of  the 
influence  he  has  gained  in  his  widely  extended 
business  relations. 

Arthur  Elbridge  Warner,  youngest  son  of 
Mr.  Warner  by  his  first  marriage,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead,  December  22,  1851,  and 
was  there  reared.  About  1882  he  went  to  New 
York  to  assist  in  the  building  of  the  West 
Shore  railroad,  spending  two  years  there.  He 
returned  home  in  the  winter  of  1883,  and  the 
following  year,  at  the  death  of  his  father,  he 
came  into  i)ossession  of  the  old  Wheeler  home- 
stead in  Unionville,  which  was  built  between 
1830  and  1835.  and  he  has  since  resided  there. 
The  fine  old  house  is  still  in  good  repair.  On 
April  18,  1885,  Arthur  E.  Warner  married 
Marv  E.  Rastettcr,  and  thev  have  one  child, 
Isadore,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Geneva 
high  school  and  from  the  Moravian  College  in 
Cleveland,  and  is  now  living  at  home.  In  his 
earlier  years  Mr.  Warner  was  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  the  election  of  President  Har- 
rison. 

Manlkv  W.  Axtkll. — The  late  ^lanlcy 
Washington  Axtell  was  born  on  his  parents' 
farm  in  Russia  township.  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
March  31,  1831,  and  he  died  on  his  farm  at 
Amherst  on  December  28,  1893,  after  a  life  of 


usefulness  and  honor.  He  was  a  son  of  Daniel 
and  Jane  (Wellman)  Axtell,  the  father  born 
in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  the 
mother  in  the  state  of  Maine.  They  were  mar- 
ried in  Massachusetts,  and  coming,  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  1824,  they  located  on  a  farm 
in  Russia  township  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
their  lives  there.  Manlev  W.  Axtell  was  the 
twelfth  born  of  their  fifteen  children,  ten  sons 
and  five  daughters,  and  before  reaching  his 
majority  purchased  his  time  of  his  father  and 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  during  the 
summer  months.  In  time  he  resumed  his 
studies  at  Oberlin  College,  and  later  was  under 
General  McClelland  on  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad.  Entering  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan  at  Ann  Arbor  he 
graduated  and  practiced  medicine  for  a  period 
in  Missouri.  While  in  the  west  he  was  also 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  railroad  con- 
struction, and  enlisting  for  the  Civil  war  with 
the  Chicago  Light  Artillery,  he  was  assigned 
to  the  department  of  the  Mississippi  and  later 
was  an  assistant  surgeon  at  Camp  Dennison, 
Ohio,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  conflict. 
Going  to  Northern  Michigan  Mr.  Axtell  was 
engaged  in  the  wood  and  coal  business  for  one 
year,  and  selling  out  there  it  was  at  this  time 
that  he  received  the  contract  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a  part  of  the  Northern  Missouri  Rail- 
road. This  work  consumed  about  a  year,  and 
he  was  then  engaged  in  railroad  building  for 
many  years  in  Kansas.  Returning  to  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  1872,  he  purchased  twenty- 
two  acres  of  land  in  Amherst  and  later  bought 
twenty-two  acres  more,  although  not  adjoin- 
ing, and  farmed  his  land  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Axtell  was  married  on  (October  22^ 
1865,  to  Catherine  A.  Whiton,  who  was  born 
in  Amherst  township  December  24,  1839,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Joseph  L.  and  Lavina 
(Wright)  Whiton,  he  from  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  and  she  from  Springfield,  that 
state.  Since  her  husband's  death  Mrs.  Axtell 
has  resided  in  Amherst,  and  much  of  her  time 
is  spent  in  travel.  She  has  one  daughter, 
Agnes  May,  the  wife  of  II.  J.  Moule,  con- 
nected with  the  Cleveland  Trust  Company  and 
a  resident  of  Lakewood,  this  state.  Thev  have 
two  children,  Manlev  Axtell  and  Richard 
Harding.  Mr.  Axtell  afiiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order  in  Chicago  and  of  tlie  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  ^\x>.  Axtell  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Unitarian  church. 
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Winchell  came  to  that  state  in  18 15  from  Con- 
necticut with  an  ox  team,  bringing  with  him 
his  fourteen-year-old  son,  Harvey.  Warren 
Winchell,  now  deceased,  was  born  May  30, 
1830,  in  Concord,  Ohio,  and  died  March  26, 
1909.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Harvey  and 
Polly  (Edminster)  Winchell.  His  father  was 
born  April  15,  1801,  in  Connecticut,  and  died 
August  II,  1887;  his  widow,  who  was  born 
January  25,  1809,  survived  him  a  few  years 
and  died  January  30,  1891.  They  were  married 
July  24,  1827.  She  was  born  in  New  York 
and  was  brought  to  Ohio  by  her  mother  when 
a  child.  Harvey  Winchell  and  his  wife  had 
children  as  follows:  Orpha,  Warren,  Mar- 
garet, Luman  H.,  Sidney  S.,  George  H.,  Albert 
E.  and  Clinton  R.  Orpha  M.  was  born  August 
6,  1828,  and  died  March  8,  1903 ;  she  was  the 
wife  of  Alvah  Brown,  of  Concord,  who  died 
January  14,  1897.  Margaret  was  born  August 
29,  1832,  and  died  August  9,  1900;  she  mar- 
ried Elijah  Brown,  who  died  October  8,  1894. 
Luman  H.,  born  May  29,  1835,  belonged  to  the 
Twenty-fifth  Ohio  Battery  and  died  in  a  hos- 
pital, October  27,  1864,  in  the  Civil  war.  Sid- 
ney S.  was  born  July  8,  1837.  George  H., 
born  January  25,  1839,  served  through  the 
war.  Albert  E.,  born  November  16,  1845,  re- 
sides at  Hampden,  Geauga  county.  Clinton  R. 
was  born  April  7,  1827,  and  remained  at  home 
with  his  parents,  for  whom  he  cared. 

Warren  Winchell  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  local 
schools.  He  was  married  September  11,  1853, 
in  Leroy  township,  by  J.  P.  Harvey,  to  Amelia 
M.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Abbie  (Crandall) 
Waterman,  who  lived  with  her  parents  at  Con- 
cord. She  was  born  June  4,  1836,  in  Madison, 
Geauga  county,  on  the  Dock  Road,  this  same 
]\Iadison  now  being  in  Lake  county.  Charles 
Waterman  was  born  April  18,  i8o(),  at  Paris, 
Oneida  county.  New  York,  and  was  a  son. of 
Arthur  and  Phebe  (Chapman)  Waterman, 
both  of  Oneida  county.  lie  came  at  an  early 
day  to  Madison  township,  and  Arthur  and 
Phebe  Waterman  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  here ;  a  son,  Benjamin,  had  long  pre- 
ceded them  and  built  a  log  house,  only  one 
other  house  being  then  between  that  place  and 
Lake  Erie.  Arthur  Waterman  died  at  the  age 
of  sixty,  and  his  widow,  at  eighty-two,  after 
the  marriage  of  her  daughter  Amelia.  Charles 
Waterman  married  Abigail  Crandall  about 
1832,  she  being  then  a  girl  of  seventeen,  born 
January  20,  1815,  in  Rhode  Island;  her  mother 
died  when  she  was  small  and  from  fourteen 


years  of  age  she  depended  on  her  own  self  for 
earning  her  livelihood  until  her  marriage. 
Amelia  spent  two  years  in  Concord  before  her 
marriage.  Her  father  lived  at  Painesville, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  he  spent  his 
last  five  years  with  Mrs.  Winchell  and  died  in 
his  eighty-sixth  year ;  his  wife  died  at  Paines- 
ville at  seventy-seven.  After  his  marriage 
Warren  Winchell  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
His  father  had  urged  him  to  marry  the  "little 
girl,"  telling  him,  "I  love  her,  if  you  don't." 
He  spent  all  his  life  on  this  farm,  which  he  con- 
ducted with  success.  The  present  house  has 
been  built  about  thirty-five  years,  but  he  lived 
on  the  farm  fifty-six  years.  Some  years  he 
would  make  trips  away  to  do  grafting,  at  which 
he  was  very  expert,  sometimes  visiting  neigh- 
boring states  on  this  business.  This,  with  his 
supervision  of  the  farm,  kept  him  occupied. 
Though  a  Democrat,  he  served  as  trustee  of 
the  county.  Until  the  close  of  his  life  he 
kept  the  direction  of  aflfairs  on  his  farm  in 
his  own  hands.  He  was  for  thirty  years  affili- 
ated with  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  was  Past  Master  of  his  lodge,  and 
his  funeral  was  conducted  under  the  auspices 
of  that  order. 

Warren  Winchell  and  his  wife  were  blessed 
with  a  daughter,  Altha,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Horace  Adams,  who  now  operates  the  farm. 
They  have  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Clay- 
ton Warren,  aged  twenty-five  years,  and  Clif- 
ton Roy,  at  home,  aged  seventeen.  Ida  May 
died  at  the  age  of  three  months. 

Ira  Batius,  of  Leroy  township,  was  born  in 
Leroy  Center,  March  i,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of 
Ezra  and  Mary  (Hungerford)  Bates.  Ezra 
Bates  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  Olive  (War- 
ner) Bates,  from  New  England  originally, 
who  moved  from  Chesterfield,  iMassachusetts, 
September  16,  1809,  "taking  the  journey  to 
Ohio  with  an  ox  team  and  one  horse.  They 
reached  Ohio  after  a  six  weeks'  journey,  and 
decided  to  settle  in  Leroy.  His  farm  of  1,200 
acres  was  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township, 
on  the  old  "girdled  road,"  which  runs  past  the 
present  home  of  Ira  Bates.  A  log  house  was 
built  as  soon  as  possible.  His  neighbors  along 
this  road  were  his  father.  Deacon  Benjamin 
Bates ;  Clark  Clapp,  whose  son  Amasa  was  the 
first  white  child  born  in  Leroy :  and  Spencer 
Phelps.  Mr.  Phelps  was  the  first  man  married 
in  the  town,  and  was  induced  by  Benjamin 
Bates  to  settle  next  to  him  by  the  gift  of  a 
deed  for  100  acres.    Of  an  orchard  set  out  by 
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Mr.  Bates  over  100  years  ago  four  trees  still 
bear  fruit.  The  old  Breakman  meeting  house 
stands  on  this  farm.  The  Clapps  came  in  1802. 
David  French  was  also  a  neighbor.  Caleb 
Bates,  brother  to  Benjamin  Bates,  settled  a 
little  off  the  South  girdled  road.  In  1820  the 
Hovey  family  came  to  the  hill  east  of  the  Bates 
Mills,  and  five  years  later  Otis  Warner  settled 
near  them.  Dan  Warner  was  here  also,  and  in 
1829  John  Valentine.  In  1825  the  Hungerford 
family  came  and  a  Mr.  Wells  came  about  the 
same  time  as  Luther  Cole  in  1826.  John 
House,  it  is  thought,  came  about  1807  and 
lived  in  Thompson.  The  Bebee  cemetery  was 
on  land  of  Ezra  Bebee,  and  Thomas  Tear,  who 
recorded  the  above  facts,  came  with  his  father 
in  1826. 

The  farm  of  Benjamin  Bates  was  one  of 
the  original  purchases  of  Leroy  township  in 
company  with  nine  others,  made  before  he 
came  west,  as  early  as  1802.  They  had  it  sur- 
veyed and  divided,  and  the  share  of  Mr.  Bates 
was  about  1,200  acres.  He  also  had  600  acres 
in  Portage  county,  on  another  purchase.  The 
price  he  paid  for  his  land  was  not  more  than 
one  dollar  and  a  half  an  acre.  Indians  often 
came  to  his  cabin.  He  built  the  first  saw  mill 
in  the  township,  on  Bates  creek,  and  later  built 
two  other  saw  mills  and  a  grist  mill.  Benjamin 
Bates  was  a  leader  in  township  matters,  serv- 
ing as  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  trustee.  His 
father.  Deacon  Benjamin  Bates,  died  in  181 5, 
aged  eighty-two,  and  he  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years.  Of  his  ten  children,  the  last 
survivor  was  Rumina  Valentine,  who  died  in 
Painesville  at  the  age  of  eighty-one. 

Ezra  Bates  was  born  in  Chesterfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1802 ;  he  worked  at  clearing  the 
farm,  and  lived  and  died  in  the  first  house  built 
by  him.  He  married  Mary  Hungerford,  of 
Connecticut,  who  came  to  Ohio  in  1826.  He 
served  as  trustee  and  as  township  treasurer  for 
twenty  years.  He  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of 
eighty-three  years,  and  his  wife  died  in  1877. 
Besides  Ira  they  had  children  as  follows:  Ad- 
dison, who  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-five; 
Olney,  who  has  been  a  farmer  most  of  his  life, 
and  lives  in  Cleveland. 

Ira  Bates  taught  school  three  years  and  then 
learned  carpentering.  He  lived  at  home  until 
thirty-five  years  old,  and  then  settled  on  the 
farm  at  Leroy  Center  which  was  part  of  the 
original  purchase  of  his  grandfather;  here  he 
carried  on  the  farm  and  also  did  work  at  his 
trade.  Mr.  Bates  is  an  enterprising  and  pa- 
triotic citizen,  who  takes  great  interest  in  the 


public  welfare,  and  is  also  well  informed  on 
the  early  history  of  the  locality.  He  feels  an 
especial  interest  in  the  preservation  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  settlement  and  early  times  of  the 
pioneers  of  Lake  county  for  the  benefit  of 
future  generations.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  has  served  as  township 
clerk  and  justice  of  the  peace.  Mr.  Bates  now 
resides  with  his  son.  He  married,  in  1865, 
Hannah  Nichols,  born  near  Niagara  Falls,  in 
Ontario,  who  came  to  Lake  county  with  her 
parents ;  she  was  a  teacher  for  fourteen  years. 
They  have  two  children:  Mary  Bell,  the  wife 
of  T.  A.  Crellin,  has  three  children;  Carl  E., 
who  married  Miss  Bemice  Quine;  Leo  B.,  at 
home;  and  Florence  E.  Fred  A.  married 
Esther  Jane  Crellin. 

James  Calvin  Campbell,  of  Mentor  town- 
ship, was  born  October  3,  1844,  in  Willoughby 
township,  on  the  lake  shore,  in  a  log  house  near 
the  West  Plain  school  house.  He  is  a  son  of 
Jeremiah  and  Sarah  Ann  (Reeve)  Campbell. 
Sarah  Ann  Reeve  was  the  eldest  sister  of  Joel 
Reeve,  lately  deceased.  Jeremiah  was  a  son  of 
John  Campbell,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who 
died  in  Willoughby  and  is  buried  in  Maple 
Grove  cemetery.  Jeremiah  Campbell  and  his 
wife  spent  their  lives  on  the  farm,  clearing  it 
out  of  the  big  chestnut  timber.  He  served 
twelve  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Wil- 
loughby township.  They  moved  to  Mentor 
township,  three-quarters  of  a  mile  east  of  their 
old  home,  and  the  next  year  Mrs.  Campbell 
died.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  Dunbar,  a 
widow,  formerly  Miss  Lucina  McEwen,  who 
still  lives,  her  residence  being  Anoka,  Minne- 
sota.   Jeremiah  Campbell  is  deceased. 

J.  C.  Campbell  is  the  sixth  of  ten  children, 
four  of  whom  survive,  two  sisters  and  one 
brother  besides  himself.  He  lived  at  home 
until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  to  Marah  Downing,  sister  of  Sanford 
Downing,  one  and  one-half  years  his  senior. 
She  died  about  twenty-five  years  ago, 
after  they  had  spent  eighteen  years  together. 
He  lived  a  short  time  on  his  father's  farm, 
which  Mrs.  Weed  now  owns,  working  it  on 
shares  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  then  bought 
his  present  home,  the  L.  D.  Talbot  farm.  Mr. 
Talbot  settled  in  the  woods,  building  a  log 
house  and  log  barn  ;  he  moved  to  Michigan  and 
died  there.  Mr.  Campbell  has  133  acres;  the 
present  house  was  built  by  Mr.  Talbot  in  1857, 
being  a  concrete  house  of  octagonal  shape.  A 
journal  called  the  Rural  Xezv  Yorker  advocated 
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that  kind  of  a  house,  and  Mr.  Talbot  supposed 
it  would  be  cheaper,  but  found  it  cost  about 
twice  as  much  as  if  made  of  lumber.  It  is, 
however,  very  roomy  and  substantial.  The 
farm  has  a  half  mile  of  beach  along  the  lake. 

Until  ten  years  ago  Mr.  Campbell  devoted 
his  entire  time  to  the  cultivation  and  improve- 
ment of  his  farms,  in  which  he  met  with  good 
success.  He  also  bought  and  sold  farms.  He 
was  employed  by  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company  to  buy  land  for  them,  and  closed 
a  contract  for  some  700  acres  extending  three 
miles  along  the  lake  shore ;  it  took  about  four 
years  to  close  the  contracts  for  this  entire  tract, 
and  he  was  able  to  do  so  because  it  was  not 
generally  known  who  backed  the  enterprise.  He 
has  also  been  employed  in  a  similar  capacity 
by  other  roads,  the  Wabash  and  the  Wheeling 
&  Lake  Erie  buying  rights-of-way.  For  the 
past  three  years  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
the  purchase  of  several  hundred  acres  of  land 
for  the  Mahoning  &  Trumbull  Water  Com- 
pany, on  the  east  branch  of  the  Mahoning 
river,  between  Newton  Falls  and  Alliance,  in 
a  circle  of  villages  and  cities  within  thirty 
miles,  contemplating  a  reservoir  for  supplying 
city  water  and  for  power  development. 

Though  not  seeking  public  office  or  political 
honors,  Mr.  Campbell  takes  a  keen  interest  in 
whatever  concerns  the  public  welfare,  and  has 
served  well  in  such  positions  as  he  has  filled. 
He  served  six  years  as  township  trustee  of 
Mentor,  was  elected  county  commissioner  in 
1896  and  was  appointed  to  fill  a  short  term, 
making  seven  years  of  service.  The  bridge 
funds  were  overdrawn  at  this  time,  but  soon 
the  county  lew  was  reduced.  A  fund  was 
started  to  build  a  court  house,  and  when  he  left 
the  board  the  amount  of  the  fund  had  reached 
nearly  $100,000,  and  Mr.  Campbell  felt  as 
much  honored  on  account  of  having  started  the 
fund  as  though  his  name  was  chiseled  on  the 
front  of  the  court  house.  He  has  sometimes 
served  as  delegate  to  the  convention. 

Mr.  Campbell  has  four  children,  namely: 
James  Jeremiah,  a  farmer  of  Mentor :  l>ryant 
Downing,  unmarried  and  operating  the  home 
farm ;  Ethel  C,  wife  of  John  W.  Flickinger, 
editor  and  publisher  of  the  Clyde  Enterprise, 
of  Clyde,  Ohio  ;  and  Everett  Goodman,  a  farm- 
er of  Mentor. 

Edward  J.  Dickky,  since  1905  mayor  of 
Willoughby,  was  born  November  14,  1850,  at 
Mentor,  Ohio,  on  what  is  now  the  Garfield 


farm.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  and 
after  receiving  a  common  school  education  he 
attended  Humiston*s  Collegiate  Institute  at 
Cleveland.  For  two  or  three  years  after  leav- 
ing college  he  managed  the  farm,  and  then 
engaged  in  the  line  of  general  merchandise  at 
Willoughby,  for  twenty-two  years  being  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Dickey  &  Collister.  Mr. 
Dickey  became  cashier  of  the  Wade  Park  Bank 
of  Willoughby,  in  which  position  he  remained 
thirteen  years  or  until  in  1904  the  bank  was 
sold  to  the  Cleveland  Investment  Company 
Bank.  Mr.  Dickey  sold  his  mercantile  inter- 
ests in  1899. 

Mr.  Dickey  has  always  taken  great  interest 
in  the  progress  of  Willoughby,  of  which  town 
he  has  been  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen. 
He  erected  the  present  bank  block  and  has 
other  property  interests  in  the  village.  He  is 
a  man  of  education,  culture  and  enterprise,  and 
is  a  valuable  resident. 

In  1877  Mr.  Dickey  married  Sarah  C, 
daughter  of  J.  H.  Angier,  of  Mentor,  born  in 
Littleton,  New  Hampshire,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  one  child,  Edith  Lila,  living  at 
home  with  her  parents. 

Elijah  Ward. — The  subject  of  this  brief 
memorial  held  prestige  as  one  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive and  successful  farmers  of  Willoughby 
township,  Lake  county,  and  on  his  fine  home- 
stead his  death  occurred  on  September  11, 
1908.  He  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  here  the  major  portion  of  his 
long  and  useful  life  was  passed.  He  was  a  boy 
at  the  time  of  the  family's  removal  from  New 
York  state  to  Ohio,  and  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  Lake  county  during  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  which  came  to  a  close  when  he  was 
nearly  eighty-eight  years  of  age. 

Elijah  Ward  was  born  in  Pittstown,  Rensse- 
laer county,  New  York,  on  October  14,  1820. 
His  father,  Elliott  Ward,  Jr.,  was  a  native  of 
Pittsfield,  Connecticut,  and  his  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Sally  Sherman,  was  born  in 
the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  The  parents  were 
married  in  New  York  State,  where  they  con- 
tmued  to  reside  until  1835,  when  they  came  to 
the  Western  Reserve  and  took  uj)  their  resi- 
dence in  Willoughby,  in  which  village  Elliott 
Ward  established  himself  in  the  work  of  his 
trade — that  of  tailor.  lie  soon  purchased  land 
south  of  the  village,  and  there  developed  in 
time  a  good  farm  and  where  he  continued  to 
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reside  until  well  advanced  in  years.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  were  residents  of  Shelby,  Rich- 
land county,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  their  death, 
and  both  lived  to  be  octogenarians.  Rev. 
Elliott  Ward,  paternal  grandfather  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir,  attained  distinction  as  one 
of  the  pioneer  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  in  the  Western  Reserve.  Con- 
cerning the  family  history  further  details  are 
given  in  a  sketch  of  the  career  of  Jonathan 
Ward,  brother  of  Elijah,  which  appears  on 
other  pages  of  this  publication. 

Elijah  Ward  gained  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  state,  and  was  a  lad 
of  fifteen  years  at  the  time  of  the  family's  re- 
moval to  Ohio.  Here  he  assisted  in  the  recla- 
mation and  development  of  the  home  farm,  and 
after  his  marriage  the  property  was  divided 
between  him  and  his  brother  Jonathan,  the  two 
having  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other 
heirs.  His  homestead  was  made  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Willoughby 
township.  The  place  is  equipped  with  sub- 
stantial buildings,  and  is  maintained  under 
effective  cultivation.  It  is  now  owned  by 
(jeorge  C.  Biermann,  who  was  long  employed 
bv  Mr.  Ward  and  who  accorded  to  him  the  ut- 
most  filial  care  and  solicitude  during  his  de- 
clining years,  marked  by  great  physical  in- 
firmity. 

On  March  19,  1867,  R^v.  Josiah  Phillips, 
pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Euclid,  Cuya- 
hoga county,  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Ward  and  Miss  Mary  Ball,  who  died  on  June 
16,  1888,  leaving  no  children.  Mr.  Ward  was 
practically  a  foster-father  to  Mr.  Biermann, 
and  in  recognition  of  the  latter 's  faithful  care 
he  deeded  to  him  the  farm.  Mr.  Biermann 
feels  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  his  benefactor, 
whose  memory  he  cherishes  and  whose  kind- 
ness he  made  every  possible  eflfort  to  repay  in 
fullest  possible  measure  and  with  no  thought 
of  self  interest. 

George  C.  Biermann  was  born  at  Noble  Sta- 
tion, Nottingham  township,  Cuyahoga  county, 
Ohio,  on  September  10,  1871,  and  to  the  public 
schools  he  is  indebted  for  his  early  educational 
training.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  found  a 
home  with  Elijah  Ward.  The  young  wayfarer 
had  stopped  at  the  Ward  farm  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  for  a  place  to  pass  the  night.  Mr. 
Ward  informed  him  that  he  did  not  keep 
tramps,  but  instructed  that  he  be  provided  with 
food.  That  the  lad  made  a  favorable  impres- 
sion is  evident  from  the  fact  that  he  remained 


an  inmate  of  the  home.  He  began  work  on  the 
Ward  farm  for  seven  dollars  a  month,  and  nine 
years  before  his  marriage  he  received  an  ad- 
vance of  twenty-two  dollars  a  month.  He  and 
his  employer  never  had  a  word  of  dissention, 
and  their  relations  were  those  of  mutual  but 
not  ostentatious  affection.  If  Mr.  Ward  be- 
came vexed  with  his  employe  he  would  walk 
away,  and  after  a  few  moments  of  self  re- 
straint would  return  with  some  story  to  tell  in 
place  of  making  reprimand.  Mr.  Biermann 
had  become  practically  indispensable  to  Mr. 
Ward,  especially  after  the  death  of  the  latter's 
wife,  but  their  relations  became  strained  when 
Mr.  Biermann  married  the  girl  of  his  choice 
rather  than  the  one  selected  by  Mr.  Ward.  On 
May  14,  1895,  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Beach,  of 
Geauga  county,  and  owing  to  the  attitude  of 
Mr.  Ward  the  young  couple  secured  another 
farm,  where  they  made  excellent  progress 
toward  a  position  of  independence.  After  a 
separation  of  four  years  Mr.  Ward  drove  up 
to  the  Biermann  home,  and  in  the  course  of 
conversation  said  that  his  old  home  was  much 
changed  from  what  it  had  been  when  he  and 
Mr.  Biermann  had  been  together,  and  soon 
afterward  he  wrote  the  latter  and  asked  him 
if  he  could  not  return  and  assume  charge  of 
affairs,  as  the  farm  was  running  down  from 
need  of  a  younger  man  at  the  helm.  He  con- 
sented to  return,  and  thereafter  he  had  full 
control  of  the  farm,  in  which  connection  he 
put  forth  his  best  efforts,  which  were  fully  ap- 
preciated by  Mr.  Ward.  During  the  last 
four  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Ward  was 
practically  helpless,  requiring  assistance  in 
reaching  his  place  at  the  table  and  also  in  re- 
tiring and  arising  from  his  bed.  When  he 
went  away  from  the  home  Mr.  Biermann 
would  lift  him  bodily  into  the  carriage. 
The  last  year  of  Mr.  Ward's  life  he  demanded 
constant  attention,  and  he  received  this,  with 
all  of  patience  and  devotion  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Biermann.  A  stroke  of  paralysis 
rendered  him  speechless,  and  his  entire  rie^ht 
side  was  useless.  Mr.  Ward  ever  had  implicit 
confidence  in  Mr.  Biermann,  whom  he  consid- 
ered his  right-hand  man  even  when  he  was 
himself  in  perfect  health,  and  it  was  but  a  fit- 
ting recognition  of  faithful  service  and  tender 
care  that  the  farm  was  deeded  to  Mr.  Bier- 
mann, who  is  known  as  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  successful  farmers  and  stock  growers  of 
Lake  county.  He  has  made  repairs  on  the 
farm  buildings,  and  the  entire  place  bespeaks 
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thrift  and  prosperity.  He  has  never  been  ac- 
tive in  public  affairs.  He  and  his  wife  have 
three  children, — Harry,  Eva  and  Nellie. 

Miles  S.  Hawley. — A  skilful  and  scientific 
agriculturist,  reaping  bountiful  harvests  each 
season  from  his  well-tilled  lands.  Miles  S. 
Hawley  holds  a  place  of  prominence  among 
the  thriving  farmers  of  Paris  township,  where 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent,  his 
birth  having  occurred  on  the  homestead  which 
he  now  owns  and  occupies  March  29,  1852. 
Here,  also,  his  father,  Elijah  Hawley,  was 
born,  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  this 
part  of  Portage  county.  His  paternal  grand- 
parents, Chaney  and  Mercy  (Selby)  Hawley, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  were  among  the  very 
first  white  settlers  of  Paris  township,  coming 
across  the  country  from  their  New  England 
home  to  Ohio  with  ox  teams  in  181 5.  Taking 
up  a  timbered  tract  of  land  they  cheerfully 
endured  all  the  hardships  and  privations  of  life 
in  an  unbroken  country,  in  the  course  of  time 
hewing  a  farm  from  the  wilderness. 

In  1842  Elijah  Hawley  married  Jane  Stew- 
art, who  was  born  in  Palmyra  township.  Por- 
tage county,  where  her  parents  settled  on  com- 
ing to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania,  her  father  hav- 
ing immigrated  to  that  state  prior  to  his  mar- 
riage from  Ireland.  They  became  the  parents 
of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living,  as 
follows:  Miles  S.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch; 
Charles,  of  Kent,  Ohio;  William,  of  Youngs- 
town  ;  and  George,  of  Parish  township.  Elijah 
Hawley  was  a  man  of  much  force  of  char- 
acter, an  earnest  worker,  and  by  wise  manage- 
ment accumulated  a  large  property,  becoming 
owner  of  600  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  died 
on  the  home  farm  September  18,  1898,  being 
survived  by  his  wife,  who  was  born  March  4, 
1822,  and  died  February  17,  1909. 

After  leaving  school  Miles  S.  Hawley  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm  until  twenty-two 
years  old,  when  he  went  to  Newton  Falls, 
Trumbull  county,  where  he  was  employed  in 
mercantile  pursuits  from  1873  until  1876.  He 
then  purchased  the  Reed  House,  which  he 
conducted  for  a  while,  selling  out  in  1877.  Re- 
turning then  to  the  old  homestead,  he  has  since 
resided  here,  a  prosperous  and  contented  farm- 
er. After  the  death  of  his  parents,  Mr.  Haw- 
ley became  heir  to  the  original  homestead  of 
fifty  acres  and  to  another  fifty-acre  tract  in 
Paris  township,  each  of  the  sons  of  the  pa- 
rental household  receiving  100  acres  of  the 
estate.     He  subsequently  bought  seventy-five 


more  acres  of  the  estate,  and  has  now  a  large 
and  valuable  farm,  with  up-to-date  improve- 
ments of  all  kinds,  which  compares  favorably 
with  the  best  in  the  neighborhood,  showing 
conclusively  that  he  has  an  excellent  knowl- 
edge of  his  vocation  and  that  he  exercises  good 
judgment  in  the  management  of  his  affairs. 

Mr.  Hawley  married,  December  22,  1875, 
Mary  Reed,  who  was  born  in  Newton  Falls, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Eliza  (Mc 
Ewen)  Reed,  natives  respectively  of  Dover, 
Ohio,  and  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hawley  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
namely:  Elmo  R.,  a  contractor  and  builder 
in  Youngstown;  William  J.,  of  Paris  town- 
ship; and  Emma  T.,  living  at  home.  Politi- 
cally Mr.  Hawley  is  a  Democrat,  and  for  three 
terms  served  as  trustee  of  Paris  township. 
Religiously  he  belongs  to  the  Congregational 
church.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  several  of 
the  Newton  Falls  organizations,  including 
Lodge  No.  255,  I.  O.  O.  F. ;  Lodge  No.  462, 
F.  &  A.  M.,  in  which  he  has  filled  all  of  the 
offices  except  that  of  master;  the  O.  E.  S. ; 
and  the  Grange. 

Edward  Hastings  Niciioll  is  an  Amherst 
citizen  of  enterprise  and  public  prominence, 
president  of  the  Amherst  German  Bank  Com- 
pany and  long  engaged  as  one  of  the  leading 
druggists  of  Lorain  county.     His    father,  a 
worthy   and    sturdy    Scotchman   who    moved 
from  Canada  into  the  county  in  i860,  was  a 
prominent  quarry  man  for  nearly  forty  years, 
and   widely   known   throughout   the   Reserve. 
Mr.  Nicholl  is  a  native  of  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Jane  K.   (Lawson)    Nicholl.     James  Nicholl, 
not  long  after  his  marriage,  emigrated  from 
his  native  town  of  Kirkcaldy,  Scotland,  and 
for  two  years  thereafter  was  employed  at  his 
trade  as  a  stone-cutter  in  the  state    of    New 
York.     Later  he  moved  to  Drummondsville, 
Ontario,  Canada,  where  he  continued  to  work 
at  his  trade  until  he  crossed  the  line  into  the 
States  in  i860.    He  first  located  in  Brownhelm 
township,  where,  during  the  Civil  war,  he  was 
a  superintendent  under  John  Worthington,  en- 
gaged  in   supplying   stone   for   the   Canadian 
government.     In  1871  he  became  a  citizen  of 
Amherst,  buying  the  East  quarry  and  conduct- 
ing it  until  it  was  consolidated  with  the  Cleve- 
land Stone  Company,  when  he  was  appointed 
to   the    general    superintendency  of  that  com- 
pany's  quarrying   operations.      Aftenvard   he 
was  advanced  to  the  presidency,  and  was  a 
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worthy. incumbent  of  the  office  at  the  tune  of 
his  death  July  7,  1899.  Mr.  Nicholl  not  only 
accumulated  a  large  property  and  attained  a 
fine  standing  as  a  practical  quarryman  and  a 
successful  business  man,  but  left  a  record  for 
unvarying  integrity  and  a  fine  sense  of  honor 
which  was  even  a  more  precious  heritage  than 
the  substantial  results  of  his  manly  and  well- 
directed  endeavors. 

On  December  31,  1850,  James  Nicholl  was 
married  in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  to  Miss  Jane 
K.  Lawson,  born  in  1832  in  Kirkcaldy,  who 
survived  her  husband  until  1907.  The  wife, 
mother  and  widow  was  an  earnest  Christian 
woman,  beloved  by  all  and  a  lasting  credit  to 
the  land  of  her  birth  and  the  religion  to  w^hich 
she  clung  faithfully  to  the  last.  The  children 
of  James  and  Jane  K.  (Lawson)  Nicholl  are: 
James,  born  at  Dundee,  Scotland,  November 
20,  1851,  died  in  Glasgow,  in  March^  1852; 
William,  born  in  New  York  City  August  11, 
1853,  married  Kate  Huddleston  and  died  at 
Chicago,  Illinois,  March  12,  1907;  James,  born 
September  15,  1855,  has  a  sketch  elsewhere  in 
this  work;  Elizabeh,  born  October  10,  1857,  at 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  died  unmarried  at  Amherst 
on  May  7,  1884;  John  L.,  born  at  Hamilton, 
Ontario,  September  3,  1859,  also  has  a  sketch 
elsewhere  in  this  work;  George  L.,  born  at. 
Brownhelm,  Ohio,  October  11,  1861,  married 
Lillian  Lacy  and  is  a  resident  of  Elyria ;  Ed- 
ward H.,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  October  10, 
1866,  at  Brownhelm;  Andrew  L.,  born  at 
Brownhelm,  May  3,  1869,  married  Frances 
Bergner  and  resides  in  Cleveland ;  Alfred  G., 
born  at  Amherst,  May  4,  1872,  married  Lottie 
Schmuck  and  died  at  Phoenix,  Arizona,  in 
March,  1909. 

Mr.  Nicholl  of  this  sketch  was  born  October 
10,  1866,  and  was  five  years  of  age  when  the 
family  moved  from  Bownhelm  township  to 
Amherst.  His  mental  training  was  obtained  in 
the  district  and  private  schools,  and  he  early 
showed  an  inclination  toward  medical  sub- 
jects. In  1884  he  entered  the  drug  store  of 
John  F.  Uthe  to  study  pharmacy,  and  at  the 
death  of  his  employer  two  years  later,  he  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  business.  When 
he  opened  his  own  establishment,  in  1886,  his 
previous  training,  with  his  natural  abilities, 
made  success  assured.  Mr.  Nicholl  erected 
a  substantial  block  in  1894,  on  the  groud  floor 
of  which  he  opened  one  of  the  most  complete 
and  tasteful  drug  stores  in  northern  Ohio. 
Since  that  year  he  has  continuously  increased 
both  his  business  and  his  professional  prestige. 


and  is  one  of  the  active  and  well  known  mem- 
bers of  the  Ohio  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
In  January,  1908,  his  stanch  business  and  per- 
sonal character  also  earned  him  the  honor  of 
the  presidency  of  the  Amherst  German  Bank 
Company.  He  had  already  become  well  known 
for  the  efficiency  of  his  public  service,  having 
been  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  in 
1892,  in  which  office  he  served  for  three  terms, 
as  well  as  in  the  capacity  of  township  treas- 
urer. Until  1896  he  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics, but  his  love  for  McKinley  induced  him  to 
join  the  ranks  of  Republicanism  that  year  and, 
in  view  of  its  liberal  and  democratic  tenden- 
cies, he  still  affiliates  with  the  party. 

On  November  25,  1891,  Mr.  Nicholl  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Anna  Miller,  a 
native  of  Amherst  and  a  daughter  of  Adam  and 
Maria  (Hoffman)  Miller,  who  were  born  in 
Germany.  One  son,  Allison  E.,  was  born  Au- 
gust 6,  1892,  and  he  is  a  student  at  University 
School,  Cleveland.  It  may  be  added  that  Mr. 
Nicholl  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity,  affiliating  in  the 
latter  order  with  Elyria  Commandery  No.  60, 
K.  T.,  and  Al  Koran  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine  of 
Cleveland.  In  his  religious  faith  he  is  a  Con- 
gregationalist,  as  is  also  Mrs.  Nicholl,  and  he 
is  recognized  as  a  citizen  who  throws  the 
strong  influence  of  his  personality  upon  the 
side  of  charity  and  good  fellowship. 

Robert  M.  Thomas. — An  industrious,  en- 
ergetic and  practical  farmer  of  Paris  town- 
ship. Portage  county,  Robert  M.  Thomas  has 
been  successfully  employed  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  this  locality  for  the  past  twelve 
years,  exercising  skill  and  judgment  in  his 
operations.  A  son  of  the  late  John  Michael 
Thomas,  he  was  born  in  this  township  June  30, 
1858,  of  Welsh  ancestry,  his  paternal  grand- 
parents, Michael  and  Ann  Thomas,  having 
been  life-long  residents  of  Wales.  John 
Michael  Thomas  was  born  June  15,  1829,  in 
Glamorganshire,  Wales,  and  was  there  brought 
up  and  educated,  as  a  young  man  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade.  Emigrating  to  the  United 
States  in  1850,  he  worked  at  his  trade  in 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  four  years,  and  then 
located  in  Paris  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  farming  on  rented 
lands  for  several  years.  In  1869,  having  ac- 
cumulated some  money,  he  wisely  invested  it 
in  land,  buying  forty-five  acres  in  this  town- 
ship. He  cleared  and  improved  a  good  farm, 
at  the  same  time  working  at  his  trade,  continu- 
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ing  thus  employed  until  his  death,  having  been 
accidentally  killed  by  falling  from  a  barn  which 
he  was  building. 

On  December  14,  1853,  ^^  married  in  Paris 
township  Sarah  Williams,  who  was  born 
March  12,  1828,  in  Wales,  a  daughter  to 
Robert  and  Sarah  (Evans)  Williams,  who  em- 
igrated to  this  country  in  183 1,  being  eight 
weeks  and  four  days  crossing  the  ocean.  Her 
parents  came  directly  to  Palmyra  township, 
Ohio,  and  after  living  there  a  few  years  bought 
a  farm  in  Paris  township,  and  there  spent  their 
remaining  days,  her  father  dying  November 
I,  1869,  and  her  mother,  who  was  totally 
blind  during  the  last  seven  years  of  her  life, 
passing  away  February  12,  1875.  Since  the 
death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  John  Michael 
Thomas  has  continued  her  residence  on  the 
home  farm.  She  had  three  children,  namely: 
Robert  M.,  the  special  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Elizabeth  A.,  wife  of  Walter  Jones,  of  Mas- 
sillon,  Ohio ;  and  Elsie  J.,  who  married  David 
Phillips.  Mrs.  Phillips  died,  leaving  one 
daughter,  Elsie  L.  Phillips,  who  has  always 
lived  with  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  Thomas, 
her  mother  having  died  when  she  was  very 
young. 

Living  beneath  the  parental  roof-tree  until 
qfter  his  marriage,  Robert  M.  Thomas  worked 
with  his  father  at  both  farming  and  carpen- 
tering, becoming  skilled  in  both  lines  of  in- 
dustry. At  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  pur- 
chased a  house  lot  in  Wayland,  and  erected 
upon  it  one  of  the  finest  modernly  built  resi- 
dences in  Paris  township,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  followed  his  trade  in  this  vicinity.  He 
subsequently  bought  a  farm  lying  southeast  of 
Wayland,  and  since  1896  has  been  actively  and 
prosperously  employed .  in  tilling  the  soil,  in 
connection  with  his  farming  labors  having 
operated  a  threshing  machine  since  1897.  He 
is  much  interested  in  breeding  fine  horses, 
in  1904  having  purchased  a  registered  Per- 
cheron  stud-horse,  and  in  1906  a  magnificent 
English  Hackney  stallion.  Politically  Mr. 
Thomas  is  a  Rej)ublican,  and  for  four  years 
served  as  constable.  True  to  the  faith  in 
which  he  was  reared,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  church,  to  which  his  mother 
belongs,  and  fraternally  he  belongs  to  the 
Newton  Falls  Lodge,  K.  of  P.  He  is  naturally 
a  strong,  robust  man,  but  since  his  stay  of  four 
weeks  at  the  Ravenna  Hospital,  where  he  un- 
derwent a  successful  operation  for  appendi- 
citis, he  cannot  endure  extremely  hard  labor. 


On  November  i,  1886,  Mr.  Thomas  married 
Sinia  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Paris  township, 
a  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Ann  (Phillips) 
Jones,  of  Wales,  and  sister  of  Sarah  Jones, 
who  married  John  B.  Williams,  of  this  town- 
ship. 

John  B.  Williams. — Prominently  identified 
with  the  industrial  interests  of  Paris  township. 
Portage  county,  John  B.  Williams,  of  Way- 
land,  is  carrying  on  extensive  business  as  a 
blacksmith,  and  at  the  same  time  is  actively 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  being  pro- 
prietor of  a  homestead  which  in  regard  to  its 
appointments  and  improvements  compares  fav- 
orably with  any  in  the  community.  A  son  of 
John  D.  Williams,  he  was  born  April  28,  1848, 
in  Paris  township,  where  he  was  brought  up 
and  educated,  attending  the  district  schools. 
A  native  of  South  Wales,  John  D.  Williams 
came  to  this  country  when  a  young  man,  lo- 
cating in  1832  in  Buflfalo,  New  York.  There 
he  followed  his  trade  of  a  blacksmith  two 
years,  after  which  he  was  similarly  employed 
in  Hudson,  Ohio,  for  four  years.  He  subse- 
quently bought  land  in  Paris  township,  one 
mile  from  the  center,  erected  a  smithy  on  the 
place,  and  there,  in  connection  with  farming, 
followed  his  trade  until  his  death  in  1884. 
He  married,  on  the  Fair  Grounds  at  Akron, 
Ohio,  Elizabeth  Griffith,  who  was  born  in 
Wales  and  died  in  Paris  township  in  188 1. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  namely: 
Catherine,  wife  of  James  P.  Davis,  of  Paris 
township:  Sarah,  wife  of  William  N.  Evans, 
of  whom  a  brief  sketch  mav  be  found  else- 
where  in  this  volume ;  Ann,  wife  of  Hugh 
Morgan,  of  Palmyra  township;  John  B.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketchj  David,  deceased;  Evan, 
of  Windham  township ;  and  Thomas,  of  Paris 
township. 

When  ready  to  take  upon  himself  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  a  married  man  John  B.  Will- 
iams rented  a  house  and  lot  one  mile  west  of 
the  parental  homestead,  and  there  conducted 
a  blacksmith's  shop  for  three  years.  He  after- 
wards resided  on  the  old  home  farm  until 
1885,  when  he  purchased  from  Thomas  George 
his  present  estate  of  fifty  acres,  on  which  stood 
a  dilapidated  barn,  the  only  building  visible. 
Mr.  Williams  at  once  began  the  improvement 
of  the  proj)erty  by  erecting  a  complete  set  of 
modern  buildings,  including  a  house,  barn  and 
smithy,  and  is  here  profitably  engaged  in  gen- 
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eral  farming  and  blacksmithing,  in  both  lines 
of  industry  being  successful. 

Mr.  Williams  married,  February  26,  1874, 
Sarah  Jones,  who  was  born  in  Paris  township, 
where  her  parents,  John  B.  and  Ann  (Phillips) 
Jones,  settled  when  coming  to  Ohio  from 
Wales.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williams  have  two 
children,  namely :  Lyda,  wife  of  Ralph  C.  Burr, 
proprietor  of  a  basket  factory  in  Wayland; 
and  Grace,  wife  of  William  Lister,  of  Way- 
land. 

Mr.  Williams  is  one  of  the  leading  men 
of  his  township,  taking  an  active  part  in  polit- 
ical and  fraternal  affairs,  and  is  one  of  the  in- 
fluential members  of  the  Baptist  church,  which 
he  has  served  as  deacon  since  1887.  A  stanch 
Republican,  he  was  township  treasurer  seven 
years  and  township  trustee  three  years.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Newton  Falls  Lodge,  K.  of 
P. ;  of  Wayland  Tent,  K.  O.  T.  M. ;  and  of 
the  Wayland  Grange. 

William  N.  Evans. — Numbered  among  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Portage  county 
is  William  N.  Evans,  who  has  succeeded  to 
the  ownership  of  the  farm  in  Paris  township 
which  he  assisted  his  father  in  clearing  from 
the  wilderness.  During  the  many  years  that 
he  has  resided  here,  Mr.  Evans  has  greatly 
improved  the  property,  putting  up  new  build- 
mgs  when  necessary  and  placing  the  land  in 
good  yielding  condition,  his  homestead  npw 
ranking  among  the  best  in  the  neighborhood. 
A  son  of  the  late  David  N.  Evans,  he  was 
born.  May  15,  1833,  in  Pembrokeshire,  Wales, 
where  he  lived  until  seven  years  old. 

In  1840,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  eight 
children,  David  N.  Evans  sailed  from  Liver- 
pool, England,  for  the  United  States,  after  a 
voyage  of  six  weeks  landing  in  New  York 
city.  Proceeding  westward  by  canal  to  Buf- 
falo, from  there  by  steamer  to  Cleveland, 
thence  by  wagon  to  Palmyra,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  he  stopped  there  a  few  days,  and  after 
looking  about  for  a  favorable  location  bought 
sixty-two  acres  of  heavily-timbered  land  in 
Paris  township,  where  he  at  once  began  the 
improvement  of  a  homestead.  With  the  assis- 
tance of  his  sons  he  cleared  about  one-half  of 
the  land,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  for  many  years.  When  ready  to 
retire  from  active  work  he  purchased  a  house 
and  lot  in  Wayland,  and  there  resided  until 
his  death,  April  18,  1875,  being  then  ninety- 
eight  years  of  age,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  1777.    He  married  Frances  Evans,  a  daugh- 
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ter  of  John  Evans.  She  was  born  in  1801,  in 
Wales,  and  died  in  May,  1885.  Of  her  eight 
children,  two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now 
living. 

Educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Paris 
township,  William  N.  Evans  began  as  soon  as 
old  enough  to  assist  in  the  pioneer  labor  of 
redeeming  a  farm  from  the  forest,  remaining 
at  home  until  thirty  years  of  age.  He  was  sub- 
sequently engaged  in  teaming  for  three  years, 
first  in  Summit  county  and  later  in  Trumbull 
county.  Resuming  then  the  congenial  occupa- 
tion to  which  he  was  reared,  Mr.  Evans  rented 
the  old  home  farm  until  the  death  of  his 
mother,  when  he  bought  out  the  remaining 
heirs.  Here  he  has  since  carried  on  general 
farming  with  excellent  results,  year  by  year 
adding  to  his  wealth.  In  addition  to  raising 
the  crops  common  to  this  region  he  has  a  valu- 
able sugar  bush  of  200  trees,  from  this  deriv- 
ing a  good  annual  income. 

On  May  7,  1869,  Mr.  Evans  married  Sarah 
Williams,  who  was  born  in  Hudson,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  February  i,  1842,  a  daughter  of 
John  D.  and  Elizabeth  (Griffith)  Williams, 
both  natives  of  Wales.  Four  children  have 
been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans,  namely: 
Nettie,  who  died  February  25,  1882,  aged 
thirteen  years;  Thomas,  died  September  10, 
1888,  aged  fifteen  years;  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph 
Sullivan,  resides  with  her  parents;  and  Ever- 
ett, engaged  in  farming  in  Palmyra  township, 
married  Grace  Fisher,  and  they  have  one  son, 
Wilbur,  born  in  October,  1905.  Religiously 
Mr.  Evans  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  of  which  he  was  for  many  years  a 
trustee. 

Elmore  Martin  Parker. — The  old  Parker 
homestead  of  220  acres  was  one  of  the  most 
varied  pieces  of  agricultural  property  in  Free- 
dom township,  Portage  county,  and  the  por- 
tion (120  acres)  now  occupied  by  Elmore  M. 
Parker  comprises  some  of  its  most  picturesque 
and  valuable  features.  He  was  the  second 
child  born  to  John  Pike  and  Almira  (Martin) 
Parker,  March  2,  1854,  his  birthplace  being 
the  homestead  which  he  has  never  deserted  as 
a  home  residence.  When  his  parents  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  1839  the  original 
homestead,  much  smaller  than  it  is  now,  was 
mostly  covered  with  timber,  but  at  the  death 
of  the  father  in  1885  much  of  the  land,  with 
additions,  had  been  cleared  and  well  culti- 
\rated,  and  two  good  houses  and  barns  had 
been  erected  on   the  place.     The   120  acres 
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which  Mr.  Parker  inherited  from  his  father 
have  also  been  much  improved  under  the  pres- 
ent proprietor.  Forty  acres  have  been  brought 
under  thorough  cuhivation,  the  remainder  be- 
ing pasture  and  timber  land.  A  valuable  fea- 
ture of .  the  latter  division  is  a  maple  sugar 
grove  of  1,300  trees. 

Elmore  M.  Parker  married,  January  26, 
1892,  Miss  Inez  M.  Holcomb,  who  was  born 
in  Shalersville  township,  Portage  county,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Marens  and  Urelia  (Dicken- 
son) Holcomb.  The  two  children  of  their 
union  are  as  follows:  John  Pike,  born  June 
26,  1894,  and  Lucy  Urelia  Parker,  born  Jan- 
uary 24,  1897.  The  parents  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  church  of  Shalersville,  and 
moral  and  substantial  residents  of  Freedom 
township. 

Adolphus  Baker. — One  of  the  most  pro- 
gressive residents  of  the  little  city  of  Amherst 
is  found  in  Adolphus  Baker,  a  business  man 
and  a  public  official  of  the  highest  ability.  He 
is  a  native  son  of  the  fatherland  of  Germany, 
born  at  Mechlenberg  on  May  22,  1857,  to  the 
marriage  union  of  Fred  and  Frederika 
(Peters)  Baker,  both  deceased.  In  the  year 
of  1868  the  parents  with  their  children  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  United  States,  and  making 
their  way  to  Elyria  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
the  husband  and  father  found  a  position  there 
as  assistant  sexton  of  the  cemetery,  and  he  died 
in  that  city  in  1878,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  the  year  of  1903.  They  were  the  parents 
of  two  sons,  and  the  younger,  William,  is  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Amherst. 

Adolphus  Baker  attended  the  Lutheran 
parochial  school  in  Elyria  and  he  afterward 
served  a  four  years'  apprenticeship  at  the 
tailor's  trade  there  with  Moebius  &  Wimmers. 
Following  this  period  he  spent  three  years  at 
work  at  his  trade  in  Cleveland,  then  traveled 
through  the  west  for  a  year,  and  returning  to 
Elyria  opened  the  merchant's  tailoring  estab- 
lishment there  which  he  conducted  for  six 
years.  Coming  then  to  Amherst  he  bought  the 
clothing  and  gentlemen's  furnishing  business 
from  Mr:  Moebius,  and  has  ever  since  carried 
on  this  business  in  connection  with  his  general 
tailoring.  Throughout  the  period  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Amherst  he  has  been  prominent  in  its 
public  life,  and  has  held  many  of  its  highest 
offices,  all  of  which  he  filled  with  credit  to 
himself  as  well  as  the  people,  including  four 
years  as  township  treasurer  and  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  education  for  six  years,  with 


two  years  as  its  president.  In  1903  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  the  city,  serving  until  April, 
iQOSj  during  which  time  he  will  be  remem- 
bered as  cleaning  up  the  town,  prohibiting  the 
keeping  of  hogs  within  the  city  limits,  and  for 
general  enforcement  of  law  and  order.  He 
resigned  to  accept  the  appointment  of  post- 
master of  North  Amherst,  as  that  was  then  the 
name  of  the  city,  there  being  another  village 
by  the  name  of  South  Amherst  in  the  township 
of  Amherst,  which  was  erved  by  rural  de- 
livery from  his  office,  and  this  conflicting  with 
good  mail  service,  he  at  once  took  steps  to 
change  the  name  of  the  city  to  Amherst,  which 
was  granted  by  the  courts  of  state  and  county 
in  January,  1906.  The  name  of  the  postoffice, 
however,  was  not  chang^ed  until  the  summer  of 
1909  with  Mr.  Baker's  reappointment.  Mr. 
Baker  issues  a  pamphlet  once  a  year  with  gen- 
eral postal  information  and  instructions,  and 
speaks  on  the  subject  in  all  of  the  schools 
within  the  service  of  his  office,  and  great  im- 
provements and  general  knowledge  in  postal 
affairs  is  the  result  of  his  constant  efforts.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Carnegie 
Librar-  in  1904,  and  has  served  as  its  presi- 
dent since  1908. 

Mr.  Baker  married,  May  24,  1883,  Hattie 
Rosen wald,  of  Cleveland,  who  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  but  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  when  she  was  a 
child.  The  children  of  this  union  are:  Mabel, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  Cora,  an  as- 
sistant to  her  father  in  the  postoffice;  Alpha, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools;  Lillian,  a 
clerk  in  the  postoffice;  and  Esther,  Clarence, 
Violet,  Russell  and  Helene.  Mr.  Baker  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party,  takes  an  ac- 
tive part  in  all  its  affairs  and  has  served  it  in 
many  capacities.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  He  is  vice  president  of  the 
Amherst  Water  Works  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
Amherst's  banks,  in  the  United  States  Auto- 
matic Company,  in  the  Amherst  Supply  & 
Lumber  Company  and  an  extensive  owner  of 
real  estate. 

Rev.  Miner  L.  Bates. — An  active  figure  in 
the  educational  circles  of  Ohio  and  a  repre- 
sentative minister  of  the  Christian  church. 
Professor  Miner  Lee  Bates  is  the  popular 
President  of  Hiram  College,  one  of  the  historic 
institutions  of  the  Western  Reserve.  It  will 
be  remembered  that  ex-President  James  A. 
Garfield,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Reserve, 
served   at   the   head   of  this   institution   from 
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/857  to  1863.  [He  was  principal  of  the  Eclec- 
tic Institute].  Professor  Bates  assumed  the 
presidency  in  1908,  and  both  as  an  executive 
and  as  a  practical  educator  has  fully  justified 
the  wisdom  of  those  through  whose  agency 
he  received  this  preferment.  Though  himself 
A  native  of  Michigan,  he  represents  a  most 
L  talwart  pioneer  element  in  the  founding  of  the 
Western  Reserve  as  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
and  prosperous  sections  of  the  United  States. 
Professor  Bates  was  born  in  Fairfield  town- 
ship, Lenawee  county,  Michigan,  on  the  9th 
of  October,  1869,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Talcott 
A.  and  Alvira  H.  (Sparhawk)  Bates.  His 
father  was  born  in  Norton  township,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  a  district  that  was  then  included 
in  Medina  county,  and  his  natal  year  was  1826. 
He  w^as  a  son  of  Colonel  Talcott  Bates,  who 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  a  scion  of  the 
well  known  New  England  family  of  the  name, 
which  originated  at  a  still  earlier  date  in  old 
England.  The  Colonel,  who  was  born  about 
1796,  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
second  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century  and 
located  in  that  section  of  Medina  countv  now 
included  in  Summit  county,  where  he  died  of 
malignant  fever  at  the  age  of  thirty-two.  His 
widow  moved  to  Buchanan,  Michigan,  where 
she  died  in  1873.  Talcott  A.  Bates  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  his  native  township,  where  he 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  pioneer  schools 
and  where  he  early  began  teaching.  He  was 
married  in  Summit  county,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  teach  during  the  winter  months,  being 
employed  as  a  wagon  maker  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year.  He  was  thus  employed 
until  1855,  when  he  located  on  his  farm  in 
Michigan,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising  until  1882,  excepting  the 
period  from  1859  to  1868,  which  he  spent  in 
California.  In  1882  Mr.  Bates  removed  to  a 
farm  near  the  village  of  Fayette,  Fulton 
county,  Ohio,  not  far  from  his  homestead  in 
the  adjacent  Michigan  county  of  Lenawee. 
Talcott  A.  Bates  died  in  1900,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  highly  regarded  for  his 
useful  and  moral  life.  .  In  politics  he  was  a 
Republican  and  was  frequently  honored  by 
election  to  some  local  office.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  zealous  members  of  the  Christian 
church.  As  a  young  nian  he  had  married  Miss 
Alvira  Hudson  Spa.rhawk,  who  was  likewise 
a  native  of  Norto%i  township,  Medina  (Sum- 
mit) county,  OhicJ,  where  she  was  born  in  1827. 
She  was  a  dau'ghter  of  Samuel  Sparhawk,  a 
native  of  Ma^achusetts  and  one  of  the  early 


settlers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  While  Alvira 
was  still  a  child  her  father  moved  to  Mary- 
land, where  he  died,  as  the  result  of  an  acci- 
dent, at  the  age  of  thirty-seven.  The  original 
orthography  of  the  name  was  Sparrowhawk, 
the  American  ancestors  coming  from  England 
and  settling  in  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  in 
1630.  Mrs.  Alvira  Bates  died  in  Fayette, 
Fulton  county,  Ohio,  in  1893,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-six  years,  and  of  her  four  chil- 
dren Miner  L.  was  the  youngest.  Mary, 
the  first-born,  died  in  childhood;  Clara 
E.  is  the  wife  of  Edwin  L.  Baker,  of  Adrian, 
Lenawee  county,  Michigan;  and  Talcott  Ar- 
thur, Jr.,  is  now  a  representative  farmer  and 
citizen  of  Saskatchewan,  Canada. 

On  the  homestead  farm  in  Michigan,  Miner 
Lee  Bates  passed  his  childhood  and  early 
youth,  agricultural  work  and  district  schooling 
occupying  his  time  until  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age,  when  he  entered  the  Fayette  (Ohio) 
Normal  School,  of  which  he  remained  a  pupil 
for  five  years,  graduating  from  the  philosoph- 
ical course  in  1887.  In  this  institution  he 
eflfectively  equipped  himself  for  practical  edu- 
cational work,  and  for  four  years  he  was  a  suc- 
cessful and  popular  teacher  in  village  and  dis- 
trict schools  of  northwestern  Ohio.  For  a 
lime  thereafter  he  was  a  student  in  the  Tri- 
State  Normal  College  at  Angola,  Indiana,  and 
for  a  year  attended  the  Kentucky  University 
at  Lexington.  In  1891  he  assumed  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  Christian  church  at  Grayville,  Ill- 
inois, continuing  thus  for  sixteen  months  with 
marked  success,  until  failing  health  compelled 
his  return  to  the  home  farm.  In  1893  he  en- 
tered the  Junior  class  at  Hiram  College,  grad- 
uating in  1895  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts,  and  with  sufficient  advance  credit  to  en- 
title him  to  the  Master  degree,  which  was  con- 
ferred upon  him  in  the  following  year. 

In  the  year  of  his  graduation  Professor 
Bates  was  ordained  a  clergyman  of  the  Chris- 
tian church,  and  in  the  autumn  (1895)  ac- 
cepted a  charge  at  Newark,  Ohio,  of  which  he 
held  the  pastorate  for  six  years.  He  was  then 
pastor  of  the  church  at  Warren,  Ohio,  for  two 
and  a  half  years,  when  he  accepted  a  call  to 
East  Orange,  New  Jersey,  a  beautiful  suburb 
of  New  York  city  where  many  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  metropolis  maintain  their 
homes.  After  two  and  a  half  years  of  effect- 
ive labor  in  this  parish  he  assumed  the  impor- 
tant charge  of  the  First  Church  of  the  Disci- 
ples, New  York  city,  retaining  that  pastorate 
until  he  became  president  of  Hiram  College 
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in  March.  1908.  While  serving  the  church  in 
East  Orange  {1904-7)  the  Professor  pursued 
advanced  courses,  as  a  graduate  student,  both 
at  Columbia  University  and  Union  Theological 
Seminary. 

President  Bates  is  not  only  a  man  of  fine 
scholarship,  a  forceful,  convincing  and  elo- 
quent public  speaker  and  an  able  instructor, 
but  has  marked  executive  and  administrative 
ability,  so  that  he  is  well  fortified  for  the 
varied  duties  which  devolve  upon  him  as  presi- 
dent of  the  fine  old  college  in  which  he  has  had 
so  many  able  and  honored  predecessors.  He 
has  the  entire  respect  and  confidence  of  the 
student  body,  and  enlists  the  appreciative  co- 
operation of  the  faculty  and  management.  In 
National  politics  he  is  Republican.  In  1896 
he  married  Miss  Georgia  Kinney,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  Caroline  (Gaylord)  Kinney,  of 
Angola,  Indiana,  and  the  four  children  of  the 
union  are  Miner  Searle,  Mary,  Gordon  Kin- 
ney (deceased  )and  Gaylord  Sparhawk  Bates. 

Walter  E.  Agler. — As  cashier  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Garrett  sville.  Portage 
county,  Walter  E.  Agler  is  associated  with 
one  of  the  well  known  financial  institutions  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  his  position,  which  he  is 
so  ably  and  faithfully  filling,  being  one  of  im- 
portance and  responsibility.  A  son  of  the 
late  Jeremiah  Agler,  he  was  born,  December 
10,  1857,  in  Wilmot,  Stark  county,  Ohio.  Jer- 
emiah Agler  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
when  a  very  young  child  was  left  motherless. 
In  1830,  when  but  an  infant,  he  was  brought 
by  his  father  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  He  subsequently 
located  in  Wilmot,  that  county,  where  he  car- 
ried on  general  farming  until  his  death,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years.  He  married  Mary 
Bell,  who  was  born  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland, 
a  daughter  of  William  Bell.  When  she  was 
about  twelve  years  old  her  father  moved  with 
his  family  to  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  but  after- 
wards settled  in  Wilmot,  Stark  county.  She 
survived  her  husband,  passing 
of  sixty- seven  years. 

The  second  child  and  the  ■ 
parental  household,  Walter 
brought  up  and  educated  in  i 
ing  there  until  eighteen  yea 
then  to  Portage  county  he 
College  for  about  live  years, 
taught  school  for  a  while, 
from  the  teacher's  profession, 
tant  cashier   in   the  First  N 


Garrett  sville,  and  after  nearly  twenty  years 
of  experience  in  that  capacity  was  promoted, 
in  1901,  to  his  present  position  of  cashier. 

Mr.  Agler  married,  in  1888,  Callie  Leach, 
daughter  of  Benjamin  Leach.  Mr,  Leach  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
settling  in  Niles,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  long  and  useful  life,  passing  away  in 
the  ninetieth  year  of  his  age.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Rayen,  survived  him, 
and  is  now  living  in  Niles,  Ohio,  making  her 
home  with  a  daughter,  Mrs.  F.  L.  Stewart. 
She  belonged  to  that  branch  of  the  Rayen 
family  that  established  the  Rayen  School  in 
Youngstown,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Agler  was  bom  and 
educated  in  Trumbull  county.  To  her  and  her 
husband  one  child  has  been  born,  Benjamin  L. 
Agler,  who  is  employed  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Garrettsville,  and  is  also  carrying  on 
a  successful  insurance  business.  An  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Agler 
takes  great  interest  in  local  affairs,  and  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Village  Trustees  had 
charge  of  the  installing  of  the  Garrettsville 
water  works.  He  has  served  as  clerk  of  the 
village,  and  for  two  terms  was  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  f.ducation.  He  is  very  prominent 
and  influential  in  Masonic  circles,  and  for 
more  than  twenty  years  was  treasurer  of  his 
lodge  and  likewise  of  the  chapter  of  the  R.  A. 
M.  to  which  he  belongs. 

Rev.  Edmund  B.  Wakefield.— It  has  been 
given  Professor  Wakefield  to  do  a  most  not- 
able work  both  in  the  field  of  education  and 
as  a  clergyman  of  the  Christian  church,  and 
he  is  now  incumbent  of  the  chair  of  political 
science  in  his  alma  mater,  Hiram  College,  at 
Hiram,  Portage  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
Western  Reserve  and  a  member  of  a  family 
that  was  here  founded  in  the  early  pioneer 
days,  so  that  the  name  has  long  been  identified 
with  the  annals  of  this  favored  section  of  the 
old  -Buckeye  commonwealth. 

Profesaor  Wakefield   was   born   in   Greene 
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in  the  pioneer  community  and  was  a  man 
whose  life  was  guided  and  governed  by  the 
highest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor.  Rev. 
Edwin  Wakefield  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
the  old  homestead  farm  which  was  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  he  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the  schools  of 
the  locality  and  period.  Through  wide  reading 
and  other  means  of  self  discipline  he  became 
a  man  of  broad  information  and  fine  intellec- 
tuality, and  for  many  years  he  rendered  faith- 
ful service  as  a  clergyman  of  the  Christian 
church,  in  which  his  labors  were  largely  in 
Trumbull  county.  He  also  owned  a  portion 
cf  the  land  purchased  by  his  father  nearly 
a  century  ago,  and  gave  his  attention  to  the 
work  of  his  farm,  upon  which  he  continued 
to  reside  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
seven  years.  His  work  in  the  ministry  of  the 
Christian  church  covered  a  period  of  about 
forty-five  years,  and  the  angle  of  his  influence 
was  one  of  ever  widening  beneficence.  His 
wife,  who  was  about  sixty  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  her  demise,  was  likewise  a  native  of 
Greene  township,  Trumbull  county,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Major  Churchill,  who  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  who  came  to  Ohio  and 
located  in  Trumbull  county  about  1820.  He 
there  reclaimed  a  farm,  upon  which  the  residue 
of  his  life  was  passed.  Rev.  Edwin  and  Mary 
P.  (Churchill)  Wakefield  became  the  parents 
of  one  son  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  Pro- 
fessor Wakefield  is  the  elder.  His  sister,  Dora, 
is  the  widow  of  Robert  P.  Crane  and  resides 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

Professor  Wakefield  was  reared  to  maturity 
on  the  old  homestead  farm  in  Trumbull  county, 
where  his  rudimentary  education  was  secured 
in  the  district  schools,  after  completing  the 
curriculum  of  which  he  continued  his  studies 
in  the  old  Green  Academy  in  his  native  town- 
ship. In  August,  1864,  when  nearly  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  tendered  his  services  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  G,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  with 
this  command  he  continued  in  active  service 
until  the  close  of  the  great  internecine  conflict, 
when  he  duly  received  his  honorable  discharge. 
His  regiment  was  attached  to  the  Second 
Brigade,  Third  Division  of  the  Twenty-third 
Army  Corps,  and  with  the  same  he  participated 
fully  in  the  Nashville  campaign,  which  resulted 
m  the  destruction  of  Hood's  army ;  and  at  once, 
transported  to  North  Carolina,  and  shared  ac- 
tively in  the  campaign  which,  beginning  with 


the  capture  of  Forts  Fisher  and  Wilmington, 
ended  with  the  surrender  of  Johnson's  army. 
His  continued  interest  in  his  old  comrades  in 
arms,  whose  ranks  are  being  so  rapidly  thinned 
by  the  one  invincible  foe  of  mankind,  death, 
he  manifests  by  retaining  membership  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  Professor  Wakefield  returned  to  the 
parental  home  and  in  1866  he  was  matriculated 
in  Hiram  College,  in  which  he  was  graduated 
a^  a  member  of  the  class  of  1870  and  from 
which  he  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  For  three  years  after  his  graduation  he 
was  professor  of  natural  sciences  in  his  alma 
mater,  and  in  the  meanwhile  he  was  ordained 
a  minister  of  the  Christian  church.  In  1873 
he  resigned  his  academic  chair  and  assumed 
the  pastorate  of  the  Christian  churches  at 
North  Bloomfield  and  North  Bristol,  Trumbull 
county,  where  he  labored  with  all  zeal  and 
devotion  for  the  ensuing  decade,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  he  became  pastor  of  the 
church  of  his  denomination  at  Warren,  the 
county-seat  of  Trumbull  county.  Here  also 
his  labors  were  attended  with  splendid  results 
in  furthering  the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs 
of  his  parish,  and  he  continued  in  his  pastoral 
work  in  Warren  until  1890,  when  he  resigned 
his  position  to  accept  his  present  chair  in  Hi- 
ram College,  of  whose  faculty  he  has  since 
been  a  valued  and  honored  member.  He  finds 
much  of  .satisfaction  in  his  work,  realizing 
how  potent  may  be  his  influence  for  good  in 
his  field  of  labor  among  young  folk,  and  his 
popularity  with  the  students  of  the  institution 
has  been  of  the  most  unequivocal  order. 

In  1872  Professor  Wakefield  was  a  member 
of  the  United  States  geographical  surveying 
corps  assigned  to  the  work  of  exploring  the 
Yellowstone  National  Park,  which  even  at 
that  date  remained  essentially  a  terra  incognita, 
and  with  the  other  members  of  the  party  he 
passed  one  full  season  in  that  interesting  sec- 
tion of  our  great  national  domain.  Professor 
Wakefield  has  devoted  seventeen  years  to  the 
work  of  the  ministry  and  nearly  a  quarter  of 
a  century  to  that  of  the  pedagogic  profession, 
and  in  both  of  these  all  important  spheres  of 
endeavor  his  labors  have  been  signally  fruitful 
and  subjectively  grateful.  In  politics  Pro- 
fessor Wakefield  is  a  staunch  advocate  and 
supporter  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor, 
and  he  has  rendered  effective  service  in  the 
party  ranks.  He  has  served  as  a  member  of  the 
state  central  committee  of  his  party  in  Ohio 
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and  also  as  a  member  of  the  congressional 
district  committee,  besides  which  he  has  been 
a  frequent  delegate  to  its  state,  congressional 
and  county  conventions. 

On  the  23rd  of  August,  1870,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Professor  Wakefield  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Sheldon,  who  was  born  in 
Aurora  township,  Portage  county,  this  state, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Albert  R.  and  Cor- 
nelia (Dow)  Sheldon.  Her  father  likewise 
was  born  in  Aurora  township  and  was  a  son  of 
Gershom  Sheldon,  who  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  what  is  now  Aurora  township, 
where  he  took  up  his  abode  in  the  year  1800, 
as  did  also  his  father.  Captain  Ebenezer  Shel- 
don, who  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and 
who  served  as  captain  of  his  company  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  The  Sheldon  family 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  devel- 
opment and  progress  of  Portage  county,  in 
whose  annals  the  name  is  one  of  distinction 
and  honor.  Professor  and  Mrs.  Wakefield 
have  four  children:  Dr.  Edwin  F.,  a  success- 
ful physician  and  surgeon,  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Chagrin  Falls, 
Cuyahoga  county;  Albert  S.  resides  upon  and 
has  charge  of  the  old  homestead  farm  of  the 
Wakefield  family  in  Greene  township,  Trum- 
bull county;  Dr.  Arthur  Paul  is  a  representa- 
tive physician  and  surgeon  of  Springfield,  Illi- 
nois; and  Cornelia  is  the  wife  of  Walter 
Robinson,  of  Princeton,  Missouri. 

Orville  T.  Manley,  M.  D. — One  of  the 
successful  and  popular  physicians  and  sur- 
geons of  Portage  county  is  Dr.  Manley,  who 
;s  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
his  native  town  of  Garrettsville,  where  he  re- 
tains a  clientele  of  representative  order.  Dr. 
Manlev  was  born  in  Garrettsville  November 
20,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  Morton  and  Emma 
(Hopkins)  Manley.  The  Doctor  is  a  scion  of 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Portage  county,  with  whose  annals 
the  name  has  been  identified  since  the  opening 
decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  even 
the  data  of  this  necessarilv  brief  sketch  will 
afford  an  idea  of  the  prominent  position  the 
family  has  held  in  connection  with  the  civic, 
professional  and  industrial  affairs  of  the 
county.  Morton  Manley  was  born  at  Garretts- 
ville, and  passed  his  entire  life  in  Portage 
county,  where  he  was  a  representative  farmer 
and  a  citizen  honored  in  all  the  relations  of 
life.  He  died  October  13,  1907.  He  was  a 
son  of  Dr.  Orville  Manley,  who  was  also  born 


and  reared  at  Garrettsville,  and  who  became 
one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
this  part  of  Portage  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for 
a  period  of  about  twenty  years.  He  retained 
his  residence  in  his  native  town  until  his  death. 
His  father,  Roswell  Manley,  was  of  the  second 
generation  of  the  family  in  Portage  county^ 
and  was  bom  at  Garrettsville;  he  was  here 
reared  and  educated,  and  in  the  course  of  time 
he  became  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
and  influential  citizens  of  Franklin  township^ 
which  continued  to  be  his  home  until  his 
death.  He  was  a  son  of  Martin  Manley,  who 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  who  was  one 
of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, as  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Portage 
county  in  1810,  settling  on  the  site  of  the 
present  village  of  Garrettsville  and  securing  a 
large  tract  of  land  which  he  reclaimed  into  a 
productive  farm.  He  was  a  prominent  figure 
in  the  early  annals  of  this  county,  and  did 
much  to  shape  its  early  governmental  politics 
and  to  further  its  development  along  civic 
and  industrial  lines. 

From  the  foregoing  data  it  will  be  seen  that 
Dr.  Orville  T.  Manley  is  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion of  the  family  in  Portage  county,  and  that 
he  is  engaged  in  the  same  profession  as  was 
his  grandfather,  whose  patronymic  he  bears. 
As  a  citizen  and  a  member  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession he  is  honoring  the  name  he  bears. 
His  mother,  Emma  (Hopkins)  Manley,  was 
born  at  Parkman,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and  is 
a  daughter  of  Titus  R.  Hopkins,  who  was 
born  in  Nelson  township,  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  and  who  became  a  successful  merchant 
m  the  Western  Reserve,  having  been  engaged 
in  business  at  various  points,  principally  in 
Portage  and  Geauga  counties.  He  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  and  in  his  earlier  life  followed 
that  vocation.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  and  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers in  Portage  county. 

Morton  Manley  died  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  his  widow  is  still  living, 
maintaining  her  home  in  Garrettsville.  She  is 
a  devout  church  member,  as  was  also  her 
husband.  Of  their  three  children.  Dr.  Orville 
was  the  oldest,  and  besides  him  the  only  one 
surviving  is  Dr.  R.  M.,  practising  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Dr.  Orville  T.  Manley  received  his  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Garretts- 
ville, where  he  graduated  from  the  high  school, 
after  which  he  matriculated  in  Hiram  College, 
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graduating  with  the  class  of  1898.  He  then 
entered  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  he  com- 
pleted the  prescribed  technical  course  and 
graduated  in  1900,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
After  graduation  he  passed  one  year  as  interne 
in  St.  Alexis  Hospital,  in  Cleveland,  where 
he  gained  valuable  clinical  experience.  In 
1901  he  opened  an  office  in  his  native  town  of 
Garrettsville,  where  he  has  amply  demon- 
strated his  professional  ability  and  built  up  a 
large  and  representative  practice.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society  and 
the  Portage  County  Medical  Society.  He  is 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

In  1898  Dr.  Manley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Flora  Woodruff,  of  Mesopotomia,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Roger  H.  and  Orville 
T.,  Jr.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Manley  are  actively  iden- 
tified with  the  representative  social  affairs  and 
life  of  Garrettsville,  where  they  are  held  in 
the  highest  esteem. 

Charles  L.  Kilbourn  was  born  in  Free- 
dom township,  Portage  county,  August  22, 
1862,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Amy  (Loomis) 
Kilbourn,  the  former  born  in  Weathersfield, 
Connecticut,  the  latter  in  Hiram,  Portage 
county,  Ohio.  He  is  grandson  of  Hiram  and 
Mary  (Crocker)  Kilbourn,  natives  of  Weath- 
ersfield, Connecticut,  and  of  English  descent, 
and  of  Charles  and  Araminta  (Harmon) 
Loomis,  of  Vermont  and  Massachusetts,  re- 
spectively. Hiram  Kilbourn  and  his  wife 
came  to  Ohio  by  way  of  Buffalo,  where  cold 
weather  overtook  them,  and  when  spring  came 
they  resumed  their  journey,  arriving  in  Port- 
age county  in  the  spring  of  1829,  and  there 
settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the  township, 
on  wild  timber  land,  where  they  had  to  clear 
sufficient  space  for  their  log  cabin.  He  died 
September  3;  1896,  and  his  wife,  »November  13, 
1879.  They  had  four  children,  namely:  Han- 
nah, deceased ;  John ;  Francis,  of  Allerton, 
Iowa ;  and  Mariette,  deceased. 

John  Kilbourn  lived  with  his  parents  until 
their  death,  and  then  purchased  the  farm  from 
the  other  heirs.  In  1867  he  purchased  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  the  central  part  of  the  town- 
ship, and  subsequently  removed  there.  He 
died  December  7,  1901,  and  his  wife  died 
April  17,  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  namely:  Irene,  Mrs.  William 
Shrotberg,  of  Hiram  township;  Myrta,  Mrs. 
Osborn  Cobb,  of  Allerton,  Iowa;  and 
Charles  L. 


Charles  L.  Kilbourn  attended  the  district 
school  of  his  native  town,  and  afterward  as- 
sisted in  the  work  on  his  father*s  farm,  remain- 
ing with  his  parents  during  their  lifetime, 
and  later  purchasing  from  the  other  heirs 
their  share  of  the  estate.  He  does  general 
farming,  combined  with  stock  raising,  and  has 
a  fine  dairy.  He  is  very  successful  in  his 
undertakings,  and  has  made  many  modern  im- 
provements in  his  home.  In  political  views  he 
IS  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Freedom  Grange. 

Mr.  Kilbourn  married,  September  2,  1886, 
Cora  Ann  Davis,  born  in  Freedom  township 
June  2,  1863,  and  daughter  of  Martin  V.  B. 
and  Sarah  Ann  (Udall)  Davis,  the  former 
born  in  Freedom  township,  a  son  of  Isaac  C. 
and  Permelia  A.  (Heath)  Davis,  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  the  latter,  born  in  Hiram 
township,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah  Ann 
(McGarry)  Udall,  of  Massachusetts.  John 
Udall  and  his  wife  were  early  settlers  of  Hiram 
township.  Martin  V.  B.  Davis  and  his  wife 
married  and  settled  down  in  Freedom  town- 
ship ;  he  died  January  3,  1874,  and  his  widow 
died  December  31,  1896.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kil- 
bourn were  parents  to  two  children,  as  fol- 
lows :  Carl  E.,  born  May  3,  1888,  died  July  3 
of  the  same  year,  and  Don  Martin,  born  March 
18,  1890,  resides  at  home  with  his  parents. 

Elman  L.  Caldwell,  the  popular  and  busi- 
ness like  superintendent  of  the  Bell  Vernon 
Cheese  Company  (whose  plant  is  in  the  town- 
ship of  Freedom),  is  a  native  of  the  township 
named,  where  he  was  born  January  16,  1868. 
His  father,  Edward  T.  Caldwell,  was  born  at 
Braceville,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  son  of 
Robert  L.  and  Eliza  (Ovitt)  Caldwell,  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  while  his  mother,  Sophina 
(Loveland)  Caldwell,  was  a  native  of  Hiram 
township,  this  county,  a  daughter  of  Colby 
and  Laura  (Larcomb)  Loveland,  both  born  at 
Mecca,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts. 
Colby  Loveland  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and 
Lydia  (Holden)  Loveland,  who  migrated  west 
to  Ohio  about  the  year  of  1827,  making  the 
journey  by  ox  team  and  settling  first  on  a 
tract  of  land  in  Hiram  township.  Later  they 
leased  a  farm  in  the  township  of  Freedom  for 
a  period  of  two  years,  and  subsequently  pur- 
chased a  place  of  their  own,  which  was  the 
first  tract  of  land  to  be  occupied  in  Freedom. 
Its  first  settler  was  Charles  H.  Payne,  the 
son  of  General  and  Eliza  (Hiram)  Payne,  of 
Painesville,  Ohio,  who  came  in  the  year  1818, 
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and  upon  this  land  was  born  the  first  white 
child  in  the  township — Amanda,  daughter  of 
Charles  H.  Payne;  also  upon  this  farm  oc- 
curred the  first  death  of  a  white  person  in 
Freedom,  Emeline,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Payne 
mentioned,  who  died  in  1820,  an  infant  of 
two  years,  from  the  results  of  scalding. 

Edward  T.  Caldwell,  the  father,  was  an 
early  settler  in  the  township  of  Braceville, 
Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  He  located  in  Free- 
dom township  soon  after  his  marriage  to  So- 
phina  Loveland,  and  later  moved  to  Garretts- 
ville,  where  he  pursued  the  carpenter's  trade 
for  several  years.  Subsequently  this  worthy 
couple  returned  to  Freedom,  first  settling  upon 
two  acres  of  land,  and,  as  years  passed,  adding 
to  their  homestead  until  it  consisted  of  fifty- 
five  acres  of  land.  Edward  T.  Caldwell  died 
September  16,  1906,  aged  seventy-six  years, 
and  the  widow  now  resides  at  the  home  of 
Elman  L.,  her  son,  who  is  the  only  one  of  her 
five  children  to  survive  infancy. 

Elman  L.  Caldwell  worked  on  the  home 
farm  and  attended  district  school  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twelve  years,  when,  in 
the  employ  of  Frederick  Freeman,  he  com- 
menced to  manufacture  cheese.  This  connec- 
tion was  continued  for  seven  years,  when  Mr. 
Caldwell  followed  the  same  line  at  Parkman, 
Ohio,  for  about  one  year.  He  then  entered  the 
employ  of  Stranahan  Brothers  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  which  firm  erected  a  cheese  factory  on 
his  farm  in  1904.  In  1906,  after  having  been 
'*n  the  employ  of  the  company  for  fifteen  years, 
he  purchased  its  plant,  which  he  successfully 
conducted  for  one  year,  and  in  1907  sold  to 
the  Bell  Vernon  Company  of  Cleveland.  At 
that  time  he  was  appointed  superintendent  of 
the  concern,  a  position  which  he  still  occupies 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  About  8,000  pounds 
are  daily  manufactured  under  his  able  super- 
vision, and  he  also  conducts  his  farm.  Frater- 
nally he  is  a  high  Mason,  being  a  member  of 
the  Blue  Lodge  at  Garrettsville,  the  Silver 
Creek  chapter,  Warren  Commandery  (No.  39) 
and  the  Lake  Erie  Consistory  of  Cleveland. 
On  April  28,  1889,  Mr.  Caldwell  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Gertrude  F.  Sweet,  a  native 
of  Andover,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Darius  and  Jennie  (Marvin)  Sweet, 
natives  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts.  But 
one  child  has  blessed  this  union — Ruth  G., 
born  June  6,  1903.  Religiously  the  family 
is  affiliated  with  the  Christian  church  at  Gar- 
rettsville, in  which  Mr.  Caldwell  has  been  an 


elder  since  1906.    He  is  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education. 

MiLO  Cornelius  Kendeigh,  the  proprietor 
of  the  Kendeigh  Stock  Farm,  one  of  the  finest 
landed  estates  in  Amherst  township,  bears  a 
name  of  German  origin,  and  in  Pennsylvania 
it  was  spelled  Kentisch  and  Kintigh.  John  and 
Nancy  Kendeigh,  the  paternal  grandparents  of 
Milo  C,  came  to  North  Amherst  in  the  spring 
of  1824,  and  of  their  children  Samuel  Ken- 
deigh, born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, July  17,  1823,  spent  his  early  Hfe  as 
a  mechanic  and  carpenter.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  he  purchased  a  farm  in  Henrietta 
township,  Lorain  county,  and  after  seven  years 
there,  clearing  and  improving  his  land,  he  ex- 
changed his  farm  for  mill  property  in  North 
Amherst  and  continued  his  milling  interests  for 
eighteen  months,  trading  his  property  at  the 
close  of  that  period  for  a  farm  in  Elyria  town- 
ship, on  what  is  now  Lake  avenue.  After  an- 
other year  and  a  half  had  passed  he  sold  that 
land  and  moved  to  North  Amherst  and  then  to 
the  old  Peter  Rice  farm,  which  is  now  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Cleveland  Stone  Company.  Mr. 
Kendeigh  subsequently  came  to  the  property 
now  the  home  of  his  son,  Milo  C,  where  he 
owned  120  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  and 
also  113  acres  in  Russia  township.  He  had 
married  in  his  early  life  Jane  Strickler,  who 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  six  children :  Esther 
A.,  who  married  Bruce  Gibson  and  died  at 
South  Amherst;  Charles  D.,  of  Henrietta  town- 
ship, Lorain  county;  Milo  C,  mentioned 
below ;  Jennie  L.,  the  wife  of  Rev.  Marston  S. 
Freeman,  a  Congregational  minister  at  Madi- 
son, Ohio;  Lottie,  the  wife  of  H.  G.  Wilford, 
of  Black  River  township ;  and  Lula,  a  twin  of 
Lottie  and  a  resident  of  Oberlin.  Mrs.  Ken- 
deigh, the  mother  of  these  children,  died  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1900,  and  the  husband 
and  father  passed  away  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1905.  Samuel  Kendeigh  was  a  member 
of  the  Odd  Fellows  fraternity,  affiliating  with 
Plato  Lodge  at  Amherst. 

Milo  Cornelius  Kendeigh,  born  at  Henri- 
etta, Ohio,  October  i,  1859,  attended  first  the 
common  schools  and  then  pursued  a  prepara- 
tory course  at  Oberlin  College  and  a  course  in 
the  Spenccrian  Business  College  at  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  on  the  home 
farm  with  the  exception  of  the  summer  of 
1883,  when  he  was  at  Fort  Collins,  Colorado, 
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working  on  a  grain  ranch,  returning  home  at 
the  close  of  that  period  at  the  request  of  his 
parents.  Inheriting  sixty-two  acres  of  land 
of  his  mother,  and  buying  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  home  estate  after  the  death 
of  his  parents,  he  has  come  into  the  posses- 
sion of  one  of  the  finest  farming  estates  in 
Amherst  township,  a  beautiful  farm  of  loi 
acres,  and  he  also  owns  fortv-five  acres  in 
Russia  township.  In  the  fall  of  1883,  follow- 
ing his  return  from  the  west,  he  bought  a 
stallion  and  two  mares  of  Percheron  breed, 
and  has  since  been  prominently  identified  with 
stock  raising  interests.  He  has  in  the  mean- 
time purchased  imported  registered  horses,  and 
has  sold  his  stock  in  many  different  parts  of 
this  country.  At  the  present  time  he  owns 
six  stallions,  four  Percherons  and  one  im- 
ix>rted  German  coach,  also  a  Shetland  pony 
stud,  and  in  addition  to  his  large  stock  rais- 
ing interests  he  is  also  engaged  in  general 
farming,  his  place  being  well  known  as  the 
Kendeigh  Stock  Farm. 

Mr.  Kendeigh  married  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1901,  Clara  G.  Gillman,  born  at  Min- 
eral Ridge,  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Mary  (King)  Gillman. 
The  father  died  at  Mineral  Ridge,  Ohio,  and 
the  mother  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ken- 
deigh. The  two  children  of  this  union  are 
Samuel  Charles  and  Vivian  Esther,  the  son 
born  December  18,  1904,  and  the  daughter  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1906.  Mr.  Kendeigh 
has  served  his  township  one  term  as  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  twelve  years  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  two  terms  as  a  trustee.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  of 
Stonington  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  Plato  Lodge, 
No.  203,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Hickory  Tree 
Grange  of  Amherst. 

Howard  D.  Cook. — The  active  and  well-to- 
do  citizens  of  Shalersville  township.  Portage 
county,  have  no  better  representative  than 
Howard  Daniel  Cook,  w^ho  holds  a  high  posi- 
tion among  the  substantial  and  businesslike 
farmers  of  the  Western  Reserve.  A  son  of 
Stacy  West  Cook,  he  was  born  April  14,  1856, 
on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and  on 
which  his  entire  life  has  been  spent.  He  comes 
of  pioneer  stock,  his  grandfather,  Daniel  Cook 
(a  son  of  Stacy  and  Jane  (Deacon)  Cook,  of 
Mount  Holly,  New  Jersey),  having  come  to 
Green  township  (now  Mahoning  county), 
Ohio,  with  his  wife   (nee  Martha  West),  in 


June,  1812.  Stacy  Cook  was  burned  to  death 
in  a  cedar  swamp. 

The  Cook  family  is  of  English  Quaker 
stock,  religious  persecution  driving  various 
members  of  it  to  Holland,  whence  the  Amer- 
ican forefathers  emigrated  to  this  country  at  a 
very  early  period  of  colonial  history.  Three 
brothers  of  the  Cook  family  came  from  Hol- 
land to  New  Jersey  in  1856,  but  one  soon  re- 
turned to  Holland,  another  never  married,  and 
from  the  third  descends  this  branch  of  the 
family.  The  Deacon  family  is  of  English 
stock,  while  the  ancestors  of  the  West  family 
were  Scotch-Irish ;  so  that  in  the  later  genera- 
tions of  the  Cook  familv  flows  blood  from 
three  of  ihe  main  races  of  Great  Britain. 
Daniel  Cook,  the  lineal  descendant  of  the 
Holland,  or  American  branch  of  the  family, 
was  born  and  bred  in  New  Jersey.  In  1812 
he  started  with  his  family  from  Mount  Holly, 
that  state,  and  drove  with  horse  teams  across 
the  wilderness  to  his  future  home  in  Ohio,  ar- 
riving in  Green  township,  as  stated,  in  June  of 
that  year.  There  he  bought  a  tract  of  heavily 
timbered  land,  and,  clearing  a  space  in  it,  he 
built  a  small  log  cabin.  Cultivating  and  im- 
proving a  part  of  his  land,  he  lived  there  for 
several  seasons.  In  1830  he  erected  a  foundry 
at  Albany,  Mahoning  county,  and  operated  it 
for  fifteen  years,  subsequently  locating  in 
Goshen  township,  that  county,  where  he  re- 
sided until  his  death  March  11,  1853, 21^  ^^  ^Z'^ 
of  sixty-seven  years.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  West,  long  survived, 
not  dying  until  October  16,  1875,  aged  eighty- 
four  years.  She  was  bound  out  in  her  early 
life,  but  was  fortunate  in  finding  a  good  home. 
She  was  possessed  of  all  the  best  characteris- 
tics of  the  pioneer  women  of  her  times,  and 
bravely  assisted  her  husband  in  his  efforts  to 
establish  a  home  for  himself  and  family  in  this 
new  country. 

Stacy  West  Cook  was  the  eldest  in  the  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children  and  was  the  only  one  to 
settle  in  the  Western  Reserve.  A  young  man 
of  great  enterprise  and*ability,  he  started  west- 
ward in  search  of  a  favorable  location,  walk- 
mg  to  Crawford  county  with  the  fifty  dollars 
in  his  pocket,  which  he  proposed  to  invest  in 
land.  He  sold  the  original  tract  and  purchased 
land  near  Sandusky,  in  what  is  now  Erie 
county.  This  comprised  120  acres  of  wilder- 
ness, abounding  in  bears,  deer,  wild  turkeys 
and  Indians.  Eighty  acres  of  that  tract  he 
afterward  traded  for  the  first  fiftv  acres  to 
which  he  obtained  title  in  Shalersville  town- 
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ship,  and  for  many  years  retained  possession 
of  the  remaining  forty.  In  April,  1848,  seven 
years  after  he  had  made  this  exchange,  Stacy 
West  Cook  moved  to  that  township  with  his 
family,  and  began  the  improvement  of  the  land 
which  had  been  only  partially  cleared.  Pros- 
perity attended  his  every  effort  and,  from  time 
to  time,  he  bought  additional  land  to  add  to  his 
homestead.  The  family  estate  now  consists 
of  217  acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land, 
with  substantial  buildings  and  all  modern  ac- 
cessories of  implements  and  machinery,  the 
homestead  being  a  credit  to  the  wise  manage- 
ment and  business  judgment  of  Stacy  W.  Cook 
and  his  descendants.  There  he  carried  on 
farming  and  stock  raising  until  his  death,  No- 
vember 29,  1888.  Forty  acres  of  the  land 
which  he  owned  for  several  years  was  in  Wood 
county,  in  the  western  part  of  the  state. 

On  February  11,  1846,  Stacy  West  Cook 
was  married  at  Salem,  Columbiana  county, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Applegate,  daughter 
of  Daniel  Applegate,  who  settled  at  that  place 
in  181 1,  and  died  in  Shalersville  on  April  16, 
1868.  He  was  born  in  Salem,  New  Jersey, 
June  7,  1785,  and  was  a  son  of  Samuel  and 
Naomi  (Barnes)  Applegate.  He,  too,  was 
bound  out  in  early  life,  but  was  so  ill-used  he 
ran  away  and  was  a  sailor  lad  on  a  fruit  vessel 
that  plied  between  Philadelphia  and  the  West 
Indies.  When  he  was  married  he  could  neither 
read  nor  write,  and  his  wife  taught  him  these 
essential  qualifications.  The  Applegate  family 
is  of  English  ancestry.  Daniel  Applegate  mar- 
ried Amelia  Ayres,  who  was  born  of  Scotch, 
English  and  Welsh  ancestry  June  7,  1791,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Ann  (Davis) 
Ayres  (the  former  born  at  Shiloh,  New  Jer- 
sey) and  granddaughter  of  William  and  Brid- 
get Davis,  natives  of  Wales.  The  Ayres  fam- 
ily came  to  America  from  England,  having 
originally  migrated  from  Scotland.  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel Applegate  died  on  October  12,  1867. 

To  the  union  of  Stacy  West  and  Elizabeth 
(Applegate)  Cook  were  born  the  following 
six:  Delorma,  April  14,  1847,  ^^'^^o  ^^^^^d  April 
20,  1881 ;  Martha  A.,  born  May  13,  1849; 
Lewis,  born  June  12,  1851,  who  resides  in 
Shalersville  township;  Howard  Daniel,  the 
special  subject  of  this  sketch;  Emma,  born 
March  15,  1858;  and  Victoria,  who  was  born 
on  August  5,  i860,  and  married  Irvin  Brown, 
of  Mantua,  Ohio.  The  mother  died  on  the 
home  farm  January  22,  1898,  having  survived 
her  husband  nine  years  and  nearly  two  months. 


Since  the  death  of  his  parents  Howard  D. 
Cook  has  resided,  with  his  sisters,  Martha  A. 
and  Emma,  on  the  parental  homestead,  which 
is  now  their  property  and  on  which  he  is  con- 
ducting mixed  husbandry  with  satisfactory  re- 
sults, in  addition  to  his  agricultural  operations 
raising  each  year  about  150  sheep  as  a  profit- 
able branch  industry.  In  his  political  affilia- 
tions, Mr.  Cook  is  a  stanch  Republican. 

Miss  Martha  A.  Cook,  the  sister  mentioned 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead,  has  prepared 
the  following  interesting  paper  giving  a  short 
history  of  the  place,  with  its  different  pro- 
prietors: "The  farm  on  which  Howard  D. 
Cook  was  bom  and  has  always  lived  was 
bought  by  Stacy  West  Cook  from  Isaac  Mead 
in  March,  1852.  Mr.  Mead  purchased  the  land 
over  ninetv  years  ago  from  Nathaniel  Shaler, 
who  owned  Shalersville  township.  Isaac  Mead 
was  a  carpenter  and  worked  for  Mr.  Shaler 
in  Warren,  taking  the  land  in  payment  for  his 
services.  It  was  heavily  timbered  with  very 
large  trees,  and  at  the  time  of  its  purchase 
there  were  only  wagon  roads,  or  'trails*  in  that 
part  of  the  township.  Mr.  Mead  built  a  double 
log  house,  in  which  he  lived  for  many  years, 
and  more  than  seventy  years  ago  he  erected  the 
frame  hou^:e  in  which  Howard  Cook  was  born. 
He  cleared  most  of  the  land  and,  in  addition 
to  general  farming,  manufactured  cheese  for 
many  years.  The  old  cheese  house,  with  its 
well-worn  press,  still  stands.  The  orchard 
which  he  set  out  also  stands  and  bears  good 
fruit.  Mr.  Mead  reared  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, three  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Disciples  church  at  Shalersville  Cen- 
ter, whose  edifice  Mr.  Mead  assisted  to  build. 
They  moved  from  Shalersville  township  to 
Freedom  township,  and,  after  several  years,  to 
Eaton,  Lorain  county,  where  they  spent  their 
last  vears. 

'The  fifty  acres  which  Stacy  W.  Cook  first 
bought  in  Shalersville  township  was  purchased 
from  Nathaniel  Shaler  by  Ahira  W.  Hanks 
over  eighty  years  ago,  and  was  at  that  time  an 
unbroken  forest.  Mr.  Hanks  and  wife  lived 
with  Mr.  ^lead  until  he  made  a  clearing  large 
enough  to  put  up  a  log  house  sixteen  by  twen- 
ty feet,  outside  measurement.  The  trees  were 
so  near  the  house  that  when  he  felled  them 
he  had  ^Mrs.  Hanks  leave  the  house  for  fear 
that  the  dwelling  would  be  crushed.  Ikfore 
her  marriage  Mrs.  Hanks  was  Joan  Dye,  a 
sister  of  Mary  (Dye)  :\Iead.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hanks  lived  on  that  farm  several  vears;  then 
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moved  to  a  place  to  the  southeast;  and  still 
later  resided  for  many  years  on  a  farm  oppo- 
site the  original  place,  where  they  both  died. 
Mrs.  Hanks  was  one  of  the  first  members  of 
the  Shalersville  Disciples  church,  to  which  the 
entire  family  belonged,  one  son  and  two 
daughters  reaching  maturity.  Sarah  (Hanks) 
Nelson,  the  younger  daughter,  who  furnished 
the  data  relating  to  her  family,  is  now  seventy- 
two  years  of  age  and  lives  in  Auburndale, 
Florida. 

'*Such  pioneers  endured  many  hardships  and 
privations,  paving  the  way  for  those  who  came 
after  them,  and  it  seemed  to  me  no  more  than 
right  that  they  should  receive  honorable  men- 
tion in  The  History  of  the  Western  Reserve. 


>  if 


Glenn  Hyde  Raymond,  a  well  known  farm- 
er of  Hiram  township,  Portage  county,  was 
born  at  Hiram,  Ohio,  on  August  13,  1877,  and 
is  a  son  of  Nelson  F.  and  Mary  (Hyde)  Ray- 
mond. The  Raymond  family  is  of  such  ancient 
French  origin  that  its  genealogy  may  be  traced 
back  to  790.  Linguists  find  the  origin  of  the 
name  both  in  the  French  word  "rai,**  or  beam, 
and  the  Latin  word  of  the  same  meaning, 
*'rainuindus."  Paul  Raymond,  the  great-great- 
grandfather of  Glenn  H.,  and  son  of  Paul  and 
Tabitha  Raymond,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts, 
was  born  in  that  town  May  12,  1732,  and  mar- 
ried Abigail  Jones,  a  native  of  Weston,  that 
state,  who  was  born  April  6,  1734.  Their  union 
occurred  in  November,  1755,  ^^^  ^^^X  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children.  Their  son  Silas 
was  twice  married — first,  in  November,  1796, 
to  Ruth  Stone,  who  died  December  25,  1806, 
the  mother  of  six  children;  and  secondly  to 
Clarissa  Fitch,  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Mary 
Mason,  of  Hartford,  Vermont.  This  marriage 
occurred  October  6,  1807.  The  son  Silas  by 
rhe  first  union  was  also  one  of  six  children  and 
was  born  at  Marlboro,  Vermont,  on  February 
26.  1799.  In  May,  1826,  he  married  Rebecca 
Pitkin,  of  Hiram,  Ohio,  by  whom  he  had 
eleven  children. 

Silas  Raymond  (H)  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  from  Connecticut  in  1816,  starting 
with  an  ox  team  on  October  16  and  arriving  at 
Buffalo  on  the  i6th  of  the  following  month. 
He  first  made  his  home  with  Elijah  Mason  and 
family,  w^orking  out  and  assisting  in  the  clear- 
ing of  the  road  between  Hiram  and  Freedom. 
-He  was  an  honest,  hard-working,  economical 
and  thrifty  man,  and  cleared  and  placed  under 
thorough  cultivation  tw^o  farms — the  Raymond 


farm,  upon  which  he  settled  after  his  marriage 
in  1826,  and  the  homestead  upon  which  he  died, 
between  Garrettsville  and  Hiram.  Although 
he  made  a  trip  to  Hartford,  Connecticut,  on 
foot  in  1825,  it  was  for  purposes  of  business 
and  pleasure,  rather  than  because  he  had  any 
idea  of  abandoning  the  west  as  a  home.  He 
had  given  his  brother,  Charles  Raymond,  the 
choice  of  the  two  farms  which  he  had  cleared, 
and  after  his  marriage  he  settled  with  his 
young  wife  on  what  is  still  known  as  the  Ray- 
mond farm.  At  first  they  lived  in  a  log  cabin, 
but  in  1836  the  husband  and  father  erected  a 
larger  and  more  convenient  residence,  as  well 
as  a  commodious  barn.  Silas  Raymond  was  not 
only  a  successful  farmer,  but  was  a  leader  in 
all  the  local  events  which  agitated  the  com- 
munity. He  was  especially  positive  regarding 
the  harmful  workings  of  the  Mormon  doc- 
trines, and  always  spoke  with  pride  of  his  par- 
ticipation in  the  tarring  and  feathering  of  Joe 
Smith  and  his  right-hand  prophet,  Rigdon, 
which  occurred  on  the  old  Stevens  farm,  Mr. 
Raymond  being  one  of  those  who  furnished  the 
tar  pot.  This  useful  and  hardy  pioneer  died 
at  Hiram  November  11,  1881,  and  his  wife  had 
preceded  him  March  9,  1878. 

Silas  Raymond's  third  child,  Sophronia 
Stone,  never  married,  and  died  deeply  lament- 
ed by  all  who  knew  her,  passing  away  in  1908. 
Her  life  was  an  inspiring  example  of  helpful- 
ness, patience  and  love,  and  her  constant  cheer- 
fulness, always  unruffled  by  the  trials  which 
came  to  her,  was  an  uplifting  influence  to  all 
her  relatives  and  friends.  Her  mortal  remains 
are  buried  in  the  Ravmond  familv  lot  at  Park 
cemetery,  Garrettsville,  and  it  is  a  natural 
sequence  of  her  life  that  her  memory  should  be 
cherished  and  revered  by  all  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  her  strong  and  loving  woman- 
hood. 

Nelson  F.  Ravmond  was  the  tenth  of  the 
eleven  children  born  to  Silas  and  Rebecca 
(Pitkin)  Raymond,  his  birthplace  being  the 
old  Raymond  homestead  and  the  day,  Septem- 
ber 30,  184 1.  He  received  his  education  in  his 
native  town,  spent  his  boyhood  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  when  a  young  man  assisted  a  brother 
in  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  where  they  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  carriages.  Two 
years  later  he  returned  to  Hiram  in  very  ill 
health,  and  in  1869  purchased  the  farm  upon 
which  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  After 
patiently  enduring  almost  constant  pain  for 
two  years,  he  passed  away  on  February  13, 
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v/Jj".    The  oecta.-^  wa*  rr:Ycr?aI>  lyj^^jrtr^ 

anc  had  tsi.'m'zfl  zht  riTzrjtrZ  comn'ienct  anc  the 
o«:pe^T  e-tetrr.  of  hi?  ntar  associate?.  He  is 
V-Hed  in  the  Ra-.-n'jOnc  !ot.  Park  cenieter-.-. 
^jarrettr-i-ille.  K:*  wife,  wbccn  be  rrarriec  De- 
rerr.ber  2:8.  1871.  wa?  Mirs  Marj.-  Hyde,  da-^h- 
ter  of  Danfel  and  Reliecca  Hvde.  -cf  Farming:- 
toi2-  Tn2n:-x:Il  counr.-.  Ohio,  ard  -Aa*  bom  c« 
Noven:f/er  23.  1^44-  She  i?  a  faithful  n-.err.ber 
of  the  Di*cip>5*  chiirch  at  Hiran:,  a*  war  her 
beloved  htisbard  for  th:rtv-iive  vear*  before  his 
death. 

G!enn  Hvde  Ra^Tnond.  c/::!v  child  of  th:= 
worthy  couple,  received  hi*  edtication  at  the 
Hiram  di-irict  5choo:  and  co:]e^e.  lea-ving  his 
studies  in  1897  to  assist  his  father  in  the  work 
of  the  home  farrr.  At  the  death  of  the  ]aner 
he  arsumed  the  rr.anagen:en:  of  the  estate. 
"The  Map>--"  and  ha*  contin'-ed  his  success- 
ful !a?X;rs  as  an  uj>-to-<3ate  agriculturist  and 
an  enterprising^,  worthy  citizen-  On  December 
10.  i'/^3.  at  XVindham.  Ohio.  Mr.  Ra}-mond 
married  Mis-?  Florence  E!ean*:T  Thon^-as.  and 
they  have  ljecon:e  the  parent*  of  two  children : 
Thon:as  Myron.  V^m  at  Akron,  ''/-.io.  Septem- 
fier  26.  iy>4.  and  \VeI>  Nelson.  lx>m  at  his 
pre-^ent  home.  Ju:y  5.  k/A  Mr*.  Raymond  is 
a  ^iau^hter  of  fJavid  John  Thomas,  and  was 
!x>rn  at  Par:*.  Por^^age  county,  Ohio.  April  16. 
1884.  Her  father  i*  a  native  of  Youngjstown. 
<^Jh;o.  Vjrn  March  28.  1859.  and  his  wife  <  nee 
Afarv  A-  P-van*  »  v.h^jm  he  married  at  Paris. 
Mav  2z.  1882.  was  Ix/m  at  Milwaukee.  Wis- 
con*in.  May  13.  1863.  .^he  i*  a  daujjhter  of 
.Sar::ue!  D.  ar:d  E!*:anor  Thomas  Evan*,  both 
of  whom  were  ly^m  in  \Va!er  in  1828  and  1837. 
re*jx:ctive!y.  Mr-.  Raymond  was  their  on!y 
child.  Her  ;^rand father,  .^am.uel  S.  Thomas, 
was  a  native  of  Wales,  where  he  was  born  in 
i^^2,  com.inj^  to  Paris  when  only  thirteen  years 
of  a;^e.  On  Xoveml>er  30,  1853,  he  wedded 
Miss  Catherine  LV^wen,  also  a  native  of  Wales. 
the  ceremony  ''xrcurrinj;^  at  the  old  Wick  home, 
on  Wick  avenue.  Younj^stown.  There  were 
eijrht  *on*  of  this  union.  Mr*.  Raymond's 
crreai-j/rand father.  John  W.  Thoma*.  wa*  one 
of  the  first  *eltler*  of  Pari*.  Ohio,  previous! v 
hvinj(  in  Tallmadji^e,  Ohio,  for  two  years  after 
romin;:^  to  America  from  Wales  and  is  known 
to  have  owned  the  fi r*t  mowing  machine  in 
I'ari*  town -hip.  Thomas  Bo  wen.  the  j^reat- 
.t^randfath'.r  on  the  maternal  *ide,  fouj:rht  with 
the  iJritish  army  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  and 
there,  as  on  other  hi*toric  battlefield*.,  the 
Wel-h  ^jldier-  aconitle-l  them*elve*  to  the  hij^h 
honor  of  their  country  and  riigj:red  ance*try. 


Ej>w.«jt:-  P.  BaC'WN. — I:  15  =>o5t  cy-^arrnr 
that  :n  this  historical  c'Jzr^Z2cSr,^  be  grre:  2 
review  of  th-e  ^eaealc^cal  histcrr  -:f  Ecmard 
P.  EroTi-n.  wh-j  :s  a  natiTe  5-:ci  cf  ibc  W 
Reserve  and  a  metmbcr  of  coe  of  hs  53 
pioneer   families — ^a   fami-v 


L^ee::  most  prc*mmem'Y  identified  with  die 
teria!  and  ci.-ic  ceTe!-<x)inent  of  tha: 
•-•f  Lake  cccmty  which  was  originally 
in  Geauga  c:=unn'.  In  the  context  where  ref- 
erence is  trade  to  Lake  co'jnty  in  ibe  earlier 
peric^i  *:•:  its  history-,  it  is  to  be  tniderstcod  ibat 
at  the  tinte  it  i%*a5  still  a  part  of  Geatiga  ooonrr. 
It  is  Q,ixrr.^  expedient  to  niake  tlse  recsord 
concerning  the  family  c-ne  of  chri3ooBOgkal 
OTC€r.  designating  the  representatives  01  each 
generati-i'n  in  the  line  of  direct  descent  to  hrm 
who^  name  initiates  this  article. 

''Oliver  Erovi-n.  s»:»n  of  Zebcl-jn  Brown,  was 
Iffjm  at  Stonington.  Xew  London  cc^ontr.  Coo- 
necticjt.  in  Jannar}-.  1760.  It  was  his  to  ren- 
der nv.iSt  ^-aliant  service  in  the  Continental  line 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  the  rec- 
ords O'f  Connecticut  bear  '.asting  e\-idence  of 
his  faith  ft:!  labcTs  in  the  cause  of  nat>:»nal  in- 
dependence. In  Febmar.-.  177c.  he  enlisted. 
for  a  term  of  one  year,  under  Ensign  John 
\\'i!I:an:s.  in  a  company  conunandec  by  Cap- 
tain Ebenezer  Winters.  This  cintpany  was 
made  part  of  the  regiment  corr.manded  by 
Colonel  Samuel  Prentice.  In  1777  he  re-en- 
listed  for  another  period  of  one  year.  At  this 
time  he  became  a  member  of  the  Firs:  Con- 
necticut Re^ment.  commanded  by  C.'onel 
r>liver  Sm.ith.  of  Groton.  John  Mc«_jregor}' 
was  captain  of  this  company.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  second  tern:  he  again  re-en*:>:c':  in 
the  same  regriment.  comm.anded  by  the  same 
officers,  and  at  this  time  hi*  designated  term 
was  for  three  years  or  during  the  pleasure  ••! 
the  Continental  congress.  He  ser\-e«i  with  his 
regiment  in  the  vicinity  of  Xew  York,  in  Xew 
Tersev  and  ea*tem  Pennsvlvania.  He  was  an 
active  jiarticipant  in  the  battle*  of  Long  Island. 
Harlem  Height*.  Fort  Mercer.  Brandy  wine. 
German  town  an«l  other*,  and  he  was  with 
Washington's  patriotic  soldiers  in  winter  camp 
at  \'alley  Forge,  where  hardships  of  the  se- 
verest order  were  endured,  as  the  pages  of  his- 
tory amply  testify.  His  native  place  in  Con- 
necticut wa*  the  scene  oi  much  military  activ- 
ity and  suffering  during  the  Revolution,  in 
which  it  wa*  the  theatre  of  ho*tile  operations. 
^^uch  interesting  data  centers  around  the  his- 
toric old  town  of  X'ew  London.  Connecticut, 
and  were  it  possible  within  the  prescribed  limi- 
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tations  of  this  sketch  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
satisfaction  to  incorporate  a  description  of  the 
various  operations  in  that  section.  Such  a 
record,  however,  is  extraneous  to  the  province 
of  a  pubUcation  of  this  order.  Oliver  Brown 
was  wounded  in  battle  but  was  not  long  inca- 
pacitated. He  was  one  of  the  guards  that  sup- 
ported Major  Andre  to  the  scaffold  when  that 
celebrated  British  spy  was  executed,  on  the  2d 
of  October,  1780.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  at  the  expiration  of  his  third  term 
and  was  granted  a  pension  by  the  war  depart- 
ment. A  copy  of  the  certificate  issued  by  the 
war  department,  under  date  of  September  21, 
1818,  bearing  the  United  States  seal  and  signed 
by  John  C.  Calhoun,  secretary  of  war,  is  here 
entered:  **I  certify  that,  in  conformity  with 
the  law  of  the  United  States,  on  the  i8th  of 
March,  1818,  Oliver  Brown,  late  a  private  in 
the  armv  of  the  Revolution,  is  inscribed  on 
the  pension-list  roll,  of  the  Ohio  agency,  at  the 
rate  of  eight  dollars  per  month,  to  commence 
on  the  fifth  day  of  August,  1818.'*  This  pen- 
sion was  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  first 
payment  of  the  certificate  was  made  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1819,  at  the  United  States  Bank 
in  Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

In  1780  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of 
Oliver  Brown  to  Mrs.  Gracie  (Gregory) 
Welch  and  for  a  time  they  lived  at  Norwich, 
Connecticut.  They  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children — Oliver  Junior,  Hosea,  Daul- 
phin,  Lewis,  Hannah  (Bliss),  Nabby  (Searles) 
and  Patience  (Holcomb).  OHver  Brown 
finally  removed  with  his  family  from  Connecti- 
cut to  Riga,  Genesee  county.  New  York,  where 
they  remained  until  the  spring  of  1816,  when 
they  came  to  the  Western  Reserve.  They 
made  the  journey  through  an  almost  trackless 
wilderness  and  utilized  ox  teams  and  covered 
wagons.  In  1818  several  members  of  the  fam- 
ily located  on  lands  in  the  southeast  part  oi 
what  is  now  Concord  township,  Lake  county, 
which  section,  as  already  stated,  was  then  part 
of  Geauga  county.  The  father  and  sons  ably 
carried  through  the  herculean  task  of  reclaim- 
ing their  respective  farms  from  the  heavy  tim- 
ber and  made  themselves  desirable  homes,  en- 
during to  the  full  the  hardships  and  strenuous 
tension  of  the  pioneer  era.  Oliver  Brown  was 
reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and  family  worship  was  a  daily  observance  in 
the  home'  circle.  Mrs.  Gracie  (Gregory) 
Brown  died  in  1832  and  her  husband  later 
married  Mrs.  Beardsley,  who  died  in  1840. 
For  his  third  wife  he  married  Mrs.  Hannah 


Perkins,  who  survived  him.  He  died  on  the 
5th  of  June,  1845,  and  was  interred  with  mili- 
tary honors  in  the  pioneer  cemetery  near  Con- 
cord Centre,  Lake  county.  The  lineage  of  the 
family  is  traced  back  to  stanch  English  origin. 

Mrs.  Gracie  (Gregory)  Brown  was  bom  in 
Connecticut,  in  1755.  Her  first  husband.  Cap- 
tain Welch,  was  in  the  English  service  on  the 
high  seas  and  was  thus  engaged  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  was  survived  bv  an  infant 
son,  Henry  Welch,  who  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  established  a  home  near  Watertown, 
New  York.  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  devoted 
mother  and  amiable  friend  and  neighbor.  She 
died  on  the  14th  of  December,  1835,  and  her 
remains  rest  by  the  side  of  those  of  her  second 
husband,  Oliver  Brown. 

Hosea  Brown,  the  son  of  Oliver  and  Gracie 
(Gregory)  Brown,  was  born  at  Stonington, 
Connecticut,  on  the  ist  of  October,  1783.  He 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the 
locality  and  period,  and  as  a  youth  he  learned 
the  trade  of  making  leather  boots  and  shoes. 
On  the  4th  of  February,  1810,  was  solemnized 
his  marriage  to  Miss  Chloe  Bemiss,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  whose 
names  are  here  indicated  in  order  of  birth: 
Chloe  E.,  Flavel,  Emily,  Hannah,  Abigail, 
James,  Elijah,  Alvah  T.,  Elizabeth,  Lucena, 
Hosea  and  Henry  A.  Hosea  Brown,  senior, 
accompanied  his  father  and  the  other  members 
of  the  family  to  Genesee  county.  New  York, 
and  later,  to  the  Western  Reserve.  Early  in 
18 1 8  he  located  on  a  tract  of  heavily  timbered 
land  in  Concord  township,  Lake  county,  and 
this  he  personally  reclaimed  to  cultivation, 
making  a  home  for  himself  and  his  family. 
It  is  needless  to  say  that  they  endured  all  the 
hardships  and  trials  incident  to  life  in  a  pio- 
neer community,  isolated  and  thinly  populated. 
Hosea  Brown  was  a  man  of  strong  mentality, 
insuperable  integrity  and  indefatigable  indus- 
try, and  he  did  all  in  his  power  to  promote  the 
cause  of  education  in  the  pioneer  community 
where  his  aid  and  co-operation  were  also  in- 
variably enlisted  in  the  support  of  other  meas- 
ures and  enterprises  tending  to  advance  the 
general  welfare.  Concerning  him  the  follow- 
ing words  have  been  written:  "He  made  the 
religion  of  the  Bible  his  choice  and  endeavored 
to  practice  the  pure  principles  therein  taught. 
He  was  a  worthy  and  esteemed  citizen  in  the 
community  where  he  lived,  honored  and  re- 
spected by  all.*'  A  few  months  before  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  Christmas  day  of  the 
year  1857,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
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Spaulding,  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Spaulding, 
of  Painesville,  Ohio. 

Chloe  (Bemissj  Brown  was  bom  in  Con- 
necticut on  the  4th  of  May,  1786.  She  was 
afforded  the  ad^•anUges  of  the  schools  of  the 
day  and  was  taught  economy  and  good  house- 
keeping by  her  devoted  mother,  so  that  she 
was  well  fitted  to  assume  the  care  of  her  own 
home  and  had  the  fortitude  of  character  nec- 
essan-  to  face  the  problems  and  trials  of  pio- 
neer life.  She  was  a  woman  of  gentle  and 
gracious  character  and  was  held  in  affectionate 
regard  by  all  who  knew  her.  One  of  her 
brothers,  Elijah  Bemiss,  settled  near  Xorwalk, 
Huron  county.  Ohio,  and  another  brother  was 
a  representative  physician  in  the  vicinity  of 
Lexington,  Kentucky. 

Alvah  T.  Brown,  son  of  Hosea  and  Chloe 
(Bemiss)  Brown,  was  bom  in  Concord  town- 
ship. Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of  Febm- 
ar>-,  1822,  and  that  township  continued  to  rep- 
resent his  home  throughout  the  entire  course 
of  his  long  and  useful  life.  He  was  indebted 
to  the  pioneer  schools  of  the  locality  for  his 
early  educational  discipline  and  later  attended 
a  select  school  at  Kirtland,  Ohio.  That  he 
made  good  use  of  his  scholastic  opportunities 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  for  a  number  of 
years  he  was  a  successful  and  popular  teacher 
in  the  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  was 
liberal  in  his  N-iews  of  education,  which  he  des- 
ignated as  the  main  comer-stone  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  he  was  always  ready  to  encourage 
and  support  every  measure  tending  to  ad\'ance 
the  educational  status  of  the  community.  On 
the  1st  of  January,  1849,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Orpha  ^L  Winchell  and  the 
young  couple  established  their  home  on  his 
farm,  which  he  ultimately  developed  into  one 
of  the  valuable  places  of  Lake  county.  As  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  he  was  very  success- 
ful, and  he  became  one  of  the  substantial  rep- 
resentatives of  the  great  basic  industry  of  agri- 
culture in  the  Western  Reserve.  He  and  his 
wife  became  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Edward  Payson.  Philander  Newel  and  Chloe 
Alma.  The  father  remained  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  until  1881,  when  he  left  the  same 
in  charge  of  hi>  two  sons  and  purchased  and 
removed  to  a  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
same  township  in  order  that  he  might  be 
nearer  his  church.  For  a  short  time  he  and 
his  wife  were  communicants  of  the  Concord 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  from  which  they 
withdrew  to  join  the  First  Baptist  church  of 
Painesville,   of  which  thev  continued  as   de- 


voted members  until  their  death.  Al\-ah  T. 
Brown  was  a  recognized  pillar  of  strength  in 
his  church,  both  in  a  moral  and  financial  sense, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  prior  to  his  death 
he  was  a  deacon  in  the  same.  In  politics  he 
gave  unwavering  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  was  called  upon  to  ser\e  in  vari- 
ous township  and  county  offices.  At  the  time 
of  the  Civil  war  he  was  one  of  the  historic 
"Squirrel  Hunters"  who  enlisted  and  went  to 
the  defense  of  Cincinnati  in  1862,  and  he  re- 
ceived his  honorable  discharge  after  a  brief 
period  of  service,  said  discharge  being  signed 
bv  Governor  £>a\nd  Tod.  He  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal  on  the  i  ith  of  January,  1897, 
secure  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
had  known  him. 

Orpha  M.  (Winchell)  Brown,  wife  of  Alvah 
T.,  was  bom  in  Concord  township.  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1828,  And 
was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Polly 
(Edminister)  Winchell.  Her  younger  years 
were  passed  on  the  homestead  farm  and  she 
duly  availed  herself  of  the  pri\41eges  of  the 
local  public  school.  Concerning  her  the  fol- 
lowing has  been  written:  **In  her  home  she 
early  learned  the  duties  of  a  pioneer  and  be- 
came an  expert  weaver  of  the  fabrics  of  the 
day,  as  well  as  a  housekeeper  of  distinctive 
thrift  and  ability,  having  all  the  qualifications 
necessary  to  the  making  of  a  good  home.  The 
first  great  sorrow  that  came  to  her  was  the 
death  of  her  favorite  brother,  Luman,  who 
died  after  a  service  of  nearly  three  years  in 
the  Civil  war.  having  enlisted  in  1861,  as  a 
member  of  the  Second  Ohio  \'olunteer  Cav- 
alry. He  was  bom  in  Concord  township.  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  29th  of  May,  1835,  and 
died  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  on  the  27th  of 
October,  1864.  His  remains  were  brought 
home  and  interred  in  the  family  lot  in  Con- 
cord township.  Another  brother,  George,  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and  ac- 
companied Sherman's  army  on  the  ever-mem- 
orable march  from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He 
now  resides  at  Westford,  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Brown  was  a  great  suf- 
ferer during  the  last  year  of  her  life,  but  bore 
her  afflictions  with  Christian  fortitude  and 
without  a  murmur.  She  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal  on  the  8th  of  March.  1903." 

Among  those  who  were  the  pioneers  of 
Connecticut's  historic  Western  Reserve,  and 
who  here  founded  the  family  whose  name  has 
long  been  honored  in  connection  with  social 
and  material  affairs  was  Simeon  Winchell.  He 
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was  born  at  Winstead,  Connecticut,  in  1767, 
and  in  1790  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Spring,  who  was  born  in  1767.  In  company 
with  his  family  he  made  the  long  and  weary 
journey  from  Connecticut  with  an  ox  team, 
following  a  trail  blazed  through  the  wilder- 
ness, and  arriving  in  Concord  township,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  August,  1817. 
The  Winchell  family  as  a  whole  are  home- 
loving  folk  and  many  are  located  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  home  thus  early  established  in  Lake 
county,  Ohio.  They  have  commemorated  the 
coming  of  their  honored  ancestor,  Simeon 
Winchell,  by  holding  a  family  reunion  at  the 
home  of  some  one  of  his  descendants  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  August  of  each  year,  and 
this  custom  has  continued  for  the  past  quarter 
of  a  century.  Simeon  and  Elizabeth  (Spring) 
Winchell  became  the  parents  of  seven  children 
— Simeon,  Harvev,  Betsy  (Baker),  Patty 
(Mitchell)  Harriet  (Wilson),  Alma  (Mit- 
chell), and  Janette.  Simeon  Winchell,  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
died  on  the  29th  of  October,  1847,  and  his 
cherished  and  devoted  wife  passed  away  on 
the  22d  of  December,  1855. 

Harvev  Winchell  was  born  in  Winstead, 
Connecticut,  on  the  15th  of  April,  1801,  and 
thus  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  the  family  removal  to  Ohio,  where  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  where,  on  the  24th 
of  July,  1827,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Polly  Edminister,  who  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut on  the  25th  of  June,  1809.  They  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  named  chil- 
dren: Orpha  M.,  Warren  W.,  Margaret 
(Brown),  Luman,  Sidney,  George,  Albert  and 
Clinton  R.  Harvey  Winchell  was  a  man  of 
quiet  and  unassuming  manners  and  attended 
strictly  to  his  own  affairs.  His  sterling  integ- 
rity and  unvarying  kindliness  gained  to  him 
the  unqualified  respect  and  confidence  of  his 
fellow-men.  His  vocation  throughout  life  was 
that  of  farming,  and  in  politics  he  was  a 
stanch  Democrat,  and  both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  He  died  on  the  nth  of  August,  1887, 
and  his  wife  passed  away  on  the  30th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1891. 

Edward  Payson  Brown,  who  figures  as  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  review,  was  born 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Concord  township. 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1850.  He  was  reared  to  the  sturdy  discipline 
of  the  farm,  and  in  addition  to  the  advantages 
afforded  by  the  district  schools  he  attended  for 


two  terms  a  select  school,  conducted  under  the 
personal  supervision  of  the  late  John  R. 
Claque,  who  later  became  a  teacher  in  the 
high  school  at  Painesville.  As  a  youth  Mr. 
Brown  was  a  popular  and  successful  teacher 
in  the  district  schools  of  LeRoy,  Perry,  Con- 
cord and  Chardon  townships,  following  the 
pedagogic  profession  during  the  winter  terms, 
from  1871  to  1882.  During  the  spring  months, 
from  1 87 1  to  1877,  inclusive,  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  ingrafting  fruit  trees,  and  in  this 
connection  he  covered  various  sections  of  Ohio 
and  adjacent  states.  During  the  summer  and 
autumn  of  1874  and  1875  he  was  employed  in 
a  grist  mill,  in  which  his  father  owned  a  one- 
half  interest  and  which  was  conducted  under 
the  firm  name  of  Brown  &  Williams,  at  East 
Claridon,  Geauga  county.  In  1876  the  father 
sold  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his  partner. 
From  his  boyhood  onward  Mr.  Brown  contin- 
ued to  be  activelv  identified  with  farm  work, 
save  for  the  i)criods  devoted  to  other  occupa- 
tions, as  noted  above.  In  the  spring  of  1881 
he  and  his  brother  assumed  charge  of  their 
father's  home  farm,  in  the  management  of 
which  they  were  thus  associated  until  the 
spring  of  1886,  when  the  brother.  Philander 
N.,  removed  with  his  family  to  North  Da- 
kota. Thereafter  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
individually  carried  forward  the  work  of  the 
old  homestead.  In  March,  1902,  he  removed 
to  the  farm  which  his  father  had  purchased 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  same  township,  as 
has  been  previously  stated  in  this  context,  the 
same  being  located  on  what  is  locally  known 
as  "Johnnycake  Ridge,"  in  order  to  care  for 
his  venerable  mother.  Here  he  has  since  main- 
tained his  home  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
representative  farmers  and  stock  growers  of 
his  native  county.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Painesville  National  Bank  and 
also  in  the  Nickel  Plate  Milling  Company,  of 
the  same  city.  For  twelve  years  he  was  local 
agent  for  the  Jarecki  Chemical  Company,  of 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  manufacturers  of  fertilizers, 
and  for  six  years  he  was,  and  is  now,  a  rep- 
resentative in  a  similar  way  for  the  Armour 
Packing  Company  of  Chicago,  Illinois. 

In  politics  Edward  Payson  Brown  has  clung 
tenaciously  to  the  faith  in  which  he  was  reared 
and  is  numbered  among  the  stalwart  advo- 
cates of  the  principles  and  policies  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  For  fully  a  decade  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Concord 
township,  and  in  this  connection  he  put  forth 
earnest  and  successful  efforts  through  which 
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the  school  year  in  his  township  was  length- 
ened from  six  to  nine  months.  He  has  been 
trustee  of  Concord  township  for  eleven  years 
and  is  now  entering  upon  his  twelfth  year  in 
this  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the  blind-relief 
commission  of  Lake  county,  and  he  is  essen- 
tially loyal  and  public-spirited  in  his  attitude, 
giving  his  influence  and  co-operation  in  sup- 
port of  men  and  measures  tending  to  advance 
the  civic  and  material  welfare  of  the  commu- 
nity. His  religious  belief  is  bounded  by  neither 
sect  nor  creed,  though  he  is  friendly  and  tol- 
erant toward  all  and  ever  ready  to  give  a  help- 
ing hand.  He  has  a  deep  reverence  for  the 
basis  of  spirituality,  venturing  his  belief  in  the 
worship  of  an  infinite  Supreme  Ruler  of  the 
universe,  who  ever  manifests  his  presence  to 
all  creatures  to-day,  as  he  has  in  the  past,  and 
who  always  will  in  the  future.  He  is  liberal 
and  generous  in  the  support  of  worthy  char- 
itable and  benevolent  objects  and  is  kindly  and 
tolerant  in  his  association  with  his  fellow  men. 
He  never  denies  his  sympathy  and  aid  to  those 
"in  any  way  afflicted  in  mind,  body  or  estate," 
and  as  an  almoner  his  deeds  are  ever  unos- 
tentatious, and  so  his  observance  of  the  goodly 
rule  to  let  not  the  right  hand  know  what  the 
left  hand  doeth.  In  1871  he  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Temple  Lodge,  No.  28,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
and  is  still  a  member  of  the  same. 

On  the  23d  of  June,  1875,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Edward  Payson  Brown  to 
Miss  Ellen  C.  Greene,  of  LeRoy,  Lake  county, 
Ohio.  The  impressive  ceremony  was  cele- 
brated at  Perry,  this  county,  the  Rev.  Webster 
O.  Moore,  officiating.  The  only  child  of  this 
union  is  Alvah  Daniel  Brown,  who  was  born 
on  the  1 6th  of  July,  1881.  Concerning  the 
son  the  following  words  have  been  written: 
"At  the  age  of  ten  years  Alvah  D.  Brown  re- 
ceived a  fracture  of  the  spine,  and  although  a 
physician  and  surgeon  of  marked  skill  had 
charge  of  the  case  and  brought  into  consulta- 
tion other  able  physicians,  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  eflFect  a  cure.  After  several  vears 
of  treatment  a  slow  paralysis  set  in,  aflFecting 
the  right  side  of  the  young  suflFerer,  as  well 
as  both  of  his  lower  limbs.  At  times  suflFering 
great  physical  pain,  no  murmur  or  complaint 
has  ever  yet  passed  his  lips." 

Mrs.  Ellen  C.  (Greene)  Brown  was  born 
at  Lebanon,  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  28th  of  November,  1853,  ^"^  is  the  eldest 
daughter  of  Daniel  and  Chloe  Greene,  with 
whom  she  came  to  Ohio  in  1867.  Daniel 
Greene's   ancestors — James   Greene  and   four 


sons — came  from  England  to  the  colonies  in 
1635.  His  grandfather,  Abel  Greene,  and  Gen- 
eral Nathaniel  Greene  were  cousins.  His 
mother,  Freelove  (Hopkins)  Greene,  was  a 
niece  of  Governor  Stephen  Hopkins,  who  was 
ten  years  governor  of  Rhode  Island,  under 
the  royal  charter,  during  the  period  from  1755 
to  1768,  a  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence and  a  relative  of  Benedict  Arnold, 
of  Rhode  Island  (not  the  traitor).  The  Hop- 
kins family  trace  their  ancestors  to  Stephen 
Hopkins,  a  lay-reader,  who  with  his  son  and 
two  daughters  came  over  in  the  Mayflower  in 
1620.  The  family  of  Daniel  Greene,  on  com- 
ing to  Ohio,  first  established  their  residence 
in  Concord  township.  Lake  county,  and  later 
removed  to  LeRoy  township.  She  was  edu- 
cated in  the  common  schools  of  this  countv 
and  in  the  select  school  taught  by  the  late 
John  R.  Claque,  of  whom  mention  has  already 
been  made.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  was  a 
successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Lake  county.  She  is  a  woman  of 
gracious  presence  and  is  held  in  high  regard 
by  all  who  know  her.  Her  father,  Daniel 
Greene,  was  born  at  West  Greenwich,  Rhode 
Island,  on  the  6th  of  February,  1816,  and  w^as 
one  of  the  twelve  children  of  Jeremiah  and 
Freelove  (Hopkins)  Greene.  In  1823  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Plainfield,  Connecticut,  and 
his  father  died  the  following  year,  thus  leav- 
ing the  care  of  a  large  family  to  the  widowed 
mother,  who,  with  the  help  of  the  older  chil- 
dren, kept  the  family  together  and  properly 
reared  and  educated  all  of  the  children,  who 
became  honored  citizens.  Early  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources,  Daniel  Greene  secured  em- 
ployment in  a  cotton  factory  at  New  Boston, 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  soon  raised  to  the 
position  of  overseer  of  the  weaving  depart- 
ment. He  was  a  grandson  of  Abel  Greene, 
who  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, having  enlisted  in  the  Rhode  Island 
troops.  This  sturdy  ancestor  was  noted  for 
his  great  strength  and  physical  endurance.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  British,  by  whom 
he  was  yoked  to  a  cart  with  a  fellow  captive 
in  a  test  of  endurance  made  obligatory.  He 
^'killed  his  mate"  because  of  his  extraordinary 
physical  power.  At  Sturbridge,  Massachu- 
setts, on  the  i8th  of  June,  1843,  Daniel  Greene 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Chloe  C. 
Brown,  and  in  1848  they  located  at  the  farm 
in  Lebanon  township,  Wayne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  were  born  their  children, 
namely:   George   M.,   Ellen   C,   William   F., 
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Alice  A.  and  Freelove  Z.  In  1865  ^^e  family 
removed  to  Felton,  Delaware,  and  thence  they 
came  to  Ohio  in  1868.  Daniel  Greene  secured 
a  residence  in  Concord  township,  Lake  county, 
where  he  remained  until  1874,  working  at  the 
trade  of  carpenter  and  builder,  when  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  in  LeRoy  township,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  on  the  21st 
of  October,  1890.  He  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican in  politics  and  he  served  ten  years  as 
justice  of  the  peace  in  Wayne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Chloe 
(Brown)  Greene  was  a  native  of  Charlton, 
Massachusetts,  where  she  was  born  on  the  7th 
of  September,  1821,  being  the  eldest  of  the 
seven  children  of  Rufus  and  Eunice  (Cle- 
mence)  Brown,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  son 
of  Rufus  and  Lydia  (Pratt)  Brown.  Mrs. 
Greene  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  educated 
in  the  common  schools  and  was  a  typical  New 
England  girl  of  that  period.  Now,  at  the  age 
of  nearly  four  score  and  ten  years,  she  is  well 
preserved  in  both  mental  and  physical  facul- 
ties, being  in  good  health  and  remarkably  ac- 
tive. Since  the  death  of  her  husband  she  has 
made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Ellen 
C.  Brown,  the  wife  of  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch. 

In  conclusion  of  this  article  is  entered  a 
brief  record  concerning  the  two  younger  chil- 
dren of  Alvah  T.  and  Orpha  M.  (Winchell) 
Brown.  Philander  Newel  Brown  was  born 
in  Concord  township.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1852,  and  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  the  home  farm,  the  while  he  was  af- 
forded the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality  and  period.  On  Christmas  day 
of  the  year  1875  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  De  Etta  Harriet  Bixby,  only  daughter  of 
De  Witt  and  Louisa  (Dunbar)  Bixby.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brown  became  the  parents  of  seven 
sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  Elsworth 
C,  Maud  E.  (Palmer),  Claude  E.,  Lousea  O. 
(Hannah),  Jules  D.,  Hubert  D.  (born  July 
24,  1886,  died  August  16,  1901),  Alice  M., 
Alvah  B.,  Howard  W.,  Kenneth  L.  and  Doro- 
thy D.  In  1886  the  family  removed  to  Mc- 
Leod,  Ransom  county,  North  Dakota,  where 
they  still  reside.  Mrs.  Brown  was  born  on 
the  25th  of  December,  1855. 

Chloe  Alma  Brown,  youngest  child  of  Alvah 
T.  and  Orpha  M.  Brown,  was  born  on  the  old 
homestead  farm.  Concord  township.  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  August  3,  1861,  and  was  edu- 


cated in  the  common  schools  of  the  locality. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  1884,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  David  H.  Cole,  who  was  born 
near  Rochester,  New  York,  on  the  4th  of 
April,  1864,  and  who  is  the  only  son  of  Homer 
and  Margaret  (Hartman)  Cole.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Cole  now  reside  on  their  farm  in  Con- 
cord township  and  they  have  five  children, 
namely:  Ira  F.,  Arba  B.,  Harvey  H.,  Ruth  M. 
and  Margaret. 

Alfred  J.  Paine. — Identified  with  lines  of 
enterprise  which  have  important  functions  in 
every  community,  those  of  real  estate  and  in- 
surance, Mr.  Paine  is  one  of  the  representative 
business  men  of  Garrettsville,  Portage  county, 
where  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Paine  & 
Nicholson,  who  are  here  conducting  a  success- 
ful enterprise  in  the  handling  of  urban  and 
farm  properties  and  as  underwriters  of  fire  and 
life  insurance. 

Mr.  Paine  is  a  native  of  the  county  which 
is  now  his  home,  having  been  born  in  Nelson 
township.  Portage  county,  on  January  15, 
1855.  His  father,  William  B.  Paine,  was  bom 
in  the  state  of  Connecticut  and  was  a  child  at 
the  time  when  his  parents  immigrated  to  the 
Western  Reserve,  making  the  long  and  weary 
trip  with  an  ox  team  and  wagon  and  settling 
finally  in  Portage  county,  where  his  father, 
Solomon  Paine,  secured  a  tract  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  from  which  he  literally  hewed  out  a 
farm,  living  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the  pio- 
neer days  and  aiding  in  laying  the  foundations 
for  the  opulent  prosperity  which  now  obtains 
in  this  favored  section  of  the  old  Buckeye  state. 
In  Portage  county  William  B.  Paine  was 
reared  and  educated,  duly  aiding  in  the  recla- 
mation and  other  work  of  the  home  farm,  and 
in  his  youth  learning  the  trade  of  cabinetmak- 
ing,  under  the  direction  of  a  capable  artisan  of 
this  locality.  He  followed  his  trade  as  a  vo- 
cation for  a  number  of  years,  but  the  major 
portion  of  his  life  was  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  connection  with  which  he  gained  a 
competency.  He  lived  to  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty  years  and  was  a  man  whose  inflexible 
integrity  and  honor  gained  and  held  to  him  the 
unqualified  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  politics,  was  active  in  con- 
nection with  public  aflFairs  in  his  township  and 
was  called  upon  to  serve  in  various  local  offices 
of  trust.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  zealous 
and  devout  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  their  Christian  faith  was  well  ex- 
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emplified  in  their  daily  lives,  marked  by  kindli- 
ness and  generous  tolerance. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  was  Maria  Talbott.  She 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and 
while  she  was  a  child  her  parents  left  the  his- 
toric old  Bay  state  to  number  themselves 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
They  located  in  Portage  county,  where  she 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  she  lived  to  the 
age  of  nearly  eighty  years,  the  devoted  wife 
and  helpmeet  of  her  husband  and  the  tender 
and  loving  mother  whose  gracious  personality 
had  all  of  influence  in  shaping  the  lives  and 
characters  of  her  children.  William  B.  and 
Maria  (Talbott)  Paine  became  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  Arthur,  who  died  aged  about 
six  years.  Alfred  J.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the 
youngest. 

Alfred  J.  Paine  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
the  old  homestead  farm,  in  whose  work  and 
management  he  continued  to  be  associated  for 
several  years  after  his  marriage.  His  edu- 
cational advantages  were  those  offered  by  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  he 
has  effectually  supplemented  this  training  by 
the  valuable  lessons  ever  to  be  learned  in  the 
school  of  experience.  In  1885  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Garrettsville,  and  here  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  and  agricultural  imple- 
ment business  for  eighteen  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  sold  the  business  and  turned 
his  attention  to  real  estate  and  insurance,  in 
connection  with  which  line  of  enterprise  his 
success  has  been  most  substantial  and  gratify- 
ing. His  firm  controls  a  large  and  important 
business  in  the  field  of  real  estate  operations, 
and  upon  its  books  are  at  all  times  to  be  found 
represented  most  desirable  investments,  as  well 
as  properties  eligible  for  exchange,  renting,  etc. 
The  firm  are  agents  for  a  number  of  the  best 
known  fire  and  life  insurance  companies  and 
in  this  department  a  large  business  also  is  con- 
trolled. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paine  has  given  his  support 
to  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  majority,  and  he 
has  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  party  in  the 
local  field.  While  still  a  resident  on  the  farm 
he  served  for  many  years  as  trustee  of  Nelson 
township,  and  for  eight  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  village  council  of  Garrettsville,  where 
he  is  now  incumbent  of  the  office  of  assessor. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  and  encampment 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


In  1878  was  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Paine  to  Miss  Ida  Graham,  who  was  bom  and 
reared  in  Nelson  township,  Portage  county, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Anna 
Graham.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paine  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  sons,  but  both  died  in  infancy. 

Cornelius  Drugan  is  a  native  son  of  Ire- 
land, where  he  was  born  in  County  Fermanagh 
in  March  of  1840,  but  early  in  his  life,  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  has  since  been  a  true  American  citizen.  He 
is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Sophia  (Brown)  Drugan, 
who  spent  their  lives  in  the  land  of  Erin,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  County  Fermanagh 
and  the  mother  of  County  Leitrim.  Before 
leaving  his  native  land  the  son  Cornelius  lived 
on  a  rented  farm,  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
horses  and  in  dairying,  and  landing  from  the 
steamship  at  Portland,  Maine,  he  went  from 
there  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years  by  the  Revere  Copper 
Company.  Going  from  there  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  he  began  construction  work  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  while  two 
years  later  was  made  a  brakeman,  and  after 
six  years  in  that  position  was  promoted  a  con- 
ductor and  continued  thus  employed  for  six- 
teen years.  During  the  following  three  years 
he  was  a  foreman  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Western 
Railroad  Company,  was  then  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity with  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad 
Company  for  one  year,  and  then  moving  to  his 
farm  of  sixty-three  acres  in  Ravenna  township, 
which  he  had  purchased  two  years  previously, 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  dairying,  raising  much  produce.  During 
fourteen  years  his  home  was  in  Ravenna,  and 
he  still  owns  the  place  where  he  resided  for  so 
many  years. 

Mr.  Drugan  married  at  Wellsville,  Ohio,  in 
1870,  Mary  Collins,  also  from  Ireland,  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  Collins.  Their  children 
are:  William,  whose  home  is  in  Columbus, 
Ohio;  Sophia,  who  married  Edward  Dunlap 
and  is  now  deceased;  Cornelius,  of  Ravenna; 
James  and  Elizabeth,  both  on  the  home  farm; 
and  John,  whose  home  is  also  in  Ravenna.  Mr. 
Drugan  is  an  independent  political  voter,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

John  W.  Root. — The  present  mayor  of  "Gar- 
rettsville, Portage  county,  has  here  been  en- 
gaged in  the  mercantile  business  for  more  than 
a  quarter  of  a  century  and  he  holds  a  secure 
place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  com- 
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munity  in  which  he  is  recognized  as  a  loyal 
and  public-spirited  citizen  and  reliable  and 
progressive  business  man.  He  is  a  representa- 
tive of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  which  has  ever  been  his 
home  and  in  which  it  has  been  his  good  fortune 
to  win  distinctive  success  in  connection  with 
the  practical  activities  of  life. 

Mr.  Root  was  born  in  Bainbridge  township, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  September  4,  1857, 
and  is  a  son  of  Delos  and  Eliza  (Barton)  Root, 
the  former  a  native  of  Geauga  county  and  the 
latter  of  Portage  county,  Ohio.  The  Root 
family  is  of  English  origin,  and  the  genealogy 
of  the  Barton  family  is  traced  back  through  a 
long  line  in  the  fair  old  Emerald  Isle.  Delos 
Root  was  born  on  the  fine  old  homestead  farm 
which  he  now  owns  and  occupies  in  Bainbridge 
township,  Geauga  county,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
Robert  Root,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Massachusetts,  whence  he  came  to 
Ohio  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury and  took  up  his  abode  in  Geauga  county, 
where  he  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Bainbridge  township  and  where  he  reclaimed 
a  farm  from  the  virgin  forest.  He  became  one 
of  the  representative  agriculturists  and  stock 
dealers  of  that  section  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
where  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  until 
their  death.  On  the  old  homestead  farm  just 
mentioned  Delos  Root  was  reared  to  maturity, 
and  he  received  his  early  educational  training 
m  the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and 
period.  He  has  never  wavered  in  his  allegiance 
to  the  great  basic  industry  of  agriculture,  in 
connection  with  which  he  had  gained  pre- 
cedence as  one  of  the  representative  farmers 
of  his  native  county,  where  he  also  carries  on  a 
successful  business  as  a  buyer  and  shipper  of 
live  stock.  His  home  farm  is  one  of  the  model 
places  of  the  locality  and  as  a  citizen  he  wields 
much  influence  in  local  affairs  of  a  public 
nature,  the  while  commanding  the  unqualified 
esteem  of  the  community  which  has  represent- 
ed his  home  from  the  time  of  his  birth.  As  a 
young  man  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Eliza  Barton,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
William  Barton,  an  early  settler  of  this  county, 
where  he  became  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life.  Mrs.  Eliza  (Bar- 
ton) Root  was  summoned  to  the  life  eternal 
when  about  sixty-eight  years  of  age,  and  she 
is  survived  by  three  children,  of  whom  the 
eldest  is  he  whose  name  initiates  this  article; 
Frank  is  employed  in  the  store  of  his  brother ; 


and  Delia  is  the  wife  of  E.  S.  Johnson,  of 
Cleveland. 

John  W.  Root  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
on  the  home  farm,  to  whose  work  he  early  be- 
gan to  contribute  his  quota  of  assistance,  and 
his  preliminary  education  was  secured  in  the 
district  schools,  after  completing  the  curricu- 
lum of  which  he  continued  his  studies  in  Hiram 
College  and  later  was  a  student  in  Oberlin 
College  for  two  terms.  He  put  his  scholastic 
attainments  to  practical  test  and  utilization  by 
engaging  as  a  teacher  in  the  district  schools, 
and  he  continued  to  be  thus  and  successfully 
identified  with  the  pedagogic  profession  for  a 
period  of  two  years.  In  1880  Mr.  Root  as- 
sumed a  clerical  position  in  the  drygoods  store 
of  Williams  &  Yates,  leading  merchants  of 
Chagrin  Falls,  Cuyahoga  county,  and  he  con- 
tinued with  this  firm  until  1883,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Garrettsville,  Portage  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in  part- 
nership with  E.  S.  Johnson.  This  alliance  con- 
tinued for  a  period  of  ten  years,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  Mr.  Root  purchased  his  part- 
ner's interest,  and  he  has  since  continued  the 
enterprise  individually  and  under  his  own 
name.  He  has  occupied  the  same  building  for 
twenty-six  years  and  may  well  be  designated 
one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  the  village, 
from  the  comparative  standpoint  of  the  day. 
His  business  is  extensive  and  of  representative 
order,  based  upon  fair  and  honorable  dealings 
and  effective  service  during  the  course  of  many 
years.  His  establishment  is  equipped  with  se- 
lect and  sufficiently  comprehensive  lines  of 
drygoods,  shoes,  carpets,  rugs,  draperies,  etc., 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  mercantile  houses  of 
this  section  of  Portage  county. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Root  has  at  all  times  mani- 
fested a  lively  arid  helpful  interest  in  all  that 
has  tended  to  conserve  the  progress  and  ma- 
terial and  civic  prosperity  of  his  home  village, 
and  the  confidence  in  which  he  is  held  in  the 
community  has  been  signified  by  the  official  po- 
sitions in  which  he  has  been  called  to  serve. 
For  many  years  he  was  an  active  and  valued 
member  of  the  village  council,  and  in  1905  he 
was  elected  mayor  of  Garrettsville.  He  gave 
an  admirable  administration  of  the  municipal 
government  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term,  in  1907,  he  was  chosen  as  his  own  suc- 
cessor in  ihe  office  of  chief  executive.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Garrettsville,  and  is  also  con- 
ducting a  successful  enterprise  in  the  canning 
of  maple  syrup,  utilizing  the  local  product  and 
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emplified  in  their  daily  lives,  marked  by  kindli- 
ness and  generous  tolerance. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  review  was  Maria  Talbott.  She 
was  born  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and 
while  she  was  a  child  her  parents  left  the  his- 
toric old  Bay  state  to  number  themselves 
among  the  pioneers  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
They  located  in  Portage  county,  where  she 
was  reared  and  educated,  and  she  lived  to  the 
age  of  nearly  eighty  years,  the  devoted  wife 
and  helpmeet  of  her  husband  and  the  tender 
and  loving  mother  whose  gracious  personality 
had  all  of  influence  in  shaping  the  lives  and 
characters  of  her  children.  William  B.  and 
Maria  (Talbott)  Paine  became  the  parents 
of  five  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  except  Arthur,  who  died  aged  about 
six  years.  Alfred  J.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the 
youngest. 

Alfred  J.  Paine  was  reared  to  maturity  on 
the  old  homestead  farm,  in  whose  work  and 
management  he  continued  to  be  associated  for 
several  years  after  his  marriage.  His  edu- 
cational advantages  were  those  offered  by  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  township,  and  he 
has  effectually  supplemented  this  training  by 
the  valuable  lessons  ever  to  be  learned  in  the 
school  of  experience.  In  1885  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Garrettsville,  and  here  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  produce  and  agricultural  imple- 
ment business  for  eighteen  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  he  sold  the  business  and  turned 
his  attention  to  real  estate  and  insurance,  in 
connection  with  which  line  of  enterprise  his 
success  has  been  most  substantial  and  gratify- 
ing. His  firm  controls  a  large  and  important 
business  in  the  field  of  real  estate  operations, 
and  upon  its  books  are  at  all  times  to  be  found 
represented  most  desirable  investments,  as  well 
as  properties  eligible  for  exchange,  renting,  etc. 
The  firm  are  agents  for  a  number  of  the  best 
known  fire  and  life  insurance  companies  and 
in  this  department  a  large  business  also  is  con- 
trolled. 

In  politics  Mr.  Paine  has  given  his  support 
to  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  attaining  to  his  legal  majority,  and  he 
has  rendered  efficient  service  to  the  party  in  the 
local  field.  While  still  a  resident  on  the  farm 
he  served  for  many  years  as  trustee  of  Nelson 
township,  and  for  eight  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  village  council  of  Garrettsville,  where 
he  is  now  incumbent  of  the  office  of  assessor. 
He  is  affiliated  with  the  lodge  and  encampment 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 


In  1878  was  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Paine  to  Miss  Ida  Graham,  who  was  born  and 
reared  in  Nelson  township,  Portage  county, 
and  who  is  a  daughter  of  William  D.  and  Anna 
Graham.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paine  became  the  par- 
ents of  two  sons,  but  both  died  in  infancy. 

Cornelius  Drugan  is  a  native  son  of  Ire- 
land, where  he  was  born  in  County  Fermanagh 
in  March  of  1840,  but  early  in  his  life,  in  the 
spring  of  1862,  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  has  since  been  a  true  American  citizen.  He 
is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Sophia  (Brown)  Drugan, 
who  spent  their  lives  in  the  land  of  Erin,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  County  Fermanagh 
and  the  mother  of  County  Leitrim.  Before 
leaving  his  native  land  the  son  Cornelius  lived 
on  a  rented  farm,  engaged  in  the  raising  of 
horses  and  in  dairying,  and  landing  from  the 
steamship  at  Portland,  Maine,  he  went  from 
there  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  was  em- 
ployed for  two  years  by  the  Revere  Copper 
Company.  Going  from  there  to  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  he  began  construction  work  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company,  while  two 
years  later  was  made  a  brakeman,  and  after 
six  years  in  that  position  was  promoted  a  con- 
ductor and  continued  thus  employed  for  six- 
teen years.  During  the  following  three  years 
he  was  a  foreman  for  the  Pittsburg  &  Western 
Railroad  Company,  was  then  in  the  same  ca- 
pacity with  the  Pittsburg  &  Lake  Erie  Railroad 
Company  for  one  year,  and  then  moving  to  his 
farm  of  sixty-three  acres  in  Ravenna  township, 
which  he  had  purchased  two  years  previously, 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  dairying,  raising  much  produce.  During 
fourteen  years  his  home  was  in  Ravenna,  and 
he  still  owns  the  place  where  he  resided  for  so 
many  years. 

Mr.  Drugan  married  at  Wellsville,  Ohio,  in 
1870,  Mary  Collins,  also  from  Ireland,  a 
daughter  of  Patrick  Collins.  Their  children 
are:  William,  whose  home  is  in  Columbus, 
Ohio ;  Sophia,  who  married  Edward  Dunlap 
and  is  now  deceased;  Cornelius,  of  Ravenna; 
James  and  Elizabeth,  both  on  the  home  farm; 
and  John,  whose  home  is  also  in  Ravenna.  Mr. 
Drugan  is  an  independent  political  voter,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church. 

John  W.  Root. — The  present  inaT»«'*i<|Gar- 
rettsville,  Portage  county,  ha*  h^  X*n- 

gaged  in  the  mercantile  busin- 
a  quarter  of  a  century  and  1 
place  in  the  confid**^         »d  ei 
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stitutions  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Here  he 
has  held  the  chair  of  natural  sciences  for  nearly 
forty  years,  during  which  his  labors  have  been 
indefatigable  and  productive,  so  that  he  has 
contributed  much  to  the  high  prestige  enjoyed 
by  the  college  in  which  his  interests  have  so 
long  been  centered.  He  is  a  native  son  of 
Portage  county,  within  whose  borders  Hiram 
College  is  located,  and  in  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  stands  as  a  scion  of  stanch  pio- 
neer stock  in  the  Western  Reserve,  as  well  as 
representative  of  families  founded  in  America 
in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  his- 
tory, as  the  context  of  this  article  will  duly  re- 
veal.. 

Professor  Colton  was  born  in  Nelson  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  October  10, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  John  B.  and  Mary  L. 
(Tilden)  Colton.  John  Beldon  Colton  was 
born  at  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county,  Connecti- 
cut, on  November  27,  181 1,  and  was  a  son  of 
Theron  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Colton,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Hartford  county, 
Connecticut,  in  1773,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
wfts  likewise  a  native  of  Connecticut.  In  1815, 
when  John  B.  Colton  was  about  three  years  of 
age,  his  parents  removed  from  the  Nutmeg 
state  to  its  famous  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Nelson  township.  Portage  coun- 
ty, where  they  were  numbered  among  the  early 
families  to  establish  there  a  permanent  abid- 
ing place.  The  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  secured  eighty  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  to  whose  reclamation  he  devoted 
himself,  the  while  maintaining  a  blacksmith 
shop  on  his  pioneer  farm  and  doing  a  large 
amount  of  work  for  the  early  settlers,  includ- 
ing the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  various 
farm  implements.  He  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  early  history  of  Nelson  township, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  re- 
side until  their  death.  Theron  Colton  was 
born  in  Granby,  Hartford  county,  Connecticut, 
in  1778.  His  father,  Ilhimer  Colton,  was  a 
valiant  soldier  in  the  Continental  line  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  original  Amer- 
ican progenitor  was  George  Colton,  who  came 
from  Warwick  county,  England,  and  settled 
in  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  in  1635. 

John  B.  Colton,  father  of  him  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  manhood 
m  Portage  county,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
reclamation  and  work  of  the  home  farm  and 
was  afforded  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  offered  in  the  primitive  pioneer  schools, 
which  were  largely  maintained  on  the  subscrip- 


tion plan.  His  entire  active  career  was  one  of 
close  identification  with  the  great  basic  indus- 
try of  agriculture,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  county,  where  he  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  local  offices  of  trust,  including  those 
of  trustee  and  treasurer  of  Nelson  township. 
In  politics  he  originally  gave  his  support  to  the 
Whig  party,  but  he  transferred  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization and  ever  afterward  continued  a 
stanch  advocate  of  its  principles  and  policies. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  his  old  homestead 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  individuality  and  his  life  was  guided 
and  governed  by  the  highest  principles  of  in- 
tegrity and  honor,  so  that  he  ever  held  as  his 
own  the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men. 

John  B.  Colton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Mary  L.  Tilden,  who  was  born  in  Hiram 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  February 
17,  1829,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Mason 
Tilden,  born  in  Windom  county,  Connecticut, 
May  7,  1771.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Tilden,  who  was  born  in  Windom  coun- 
ty, Connecticut,  November  5,  1740,  and  who 
likewise  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  This  worthy  pioneer  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  the  opening  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  and  extensive  landholders  of  Hiram 
township.  Portage  county.  Mason  Tilden  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Connecticut,  whence 
he  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1802, 
making  the  journey  on  foot  and  passing  the 
summer  in  clearing  land  owned  by  his  father 
in  Hiram  township.  In  the  autumn  he  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  and  he  did  not  return  to 
Portage  county  to  make  permanent  location 
with  his  family  until  1825,  when  he  settled  in 
Hiram  township,  whence  he  later  removed  to 
Nelson  township,  where  he  developed  a  farm 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  1859,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  and  his  name  is  enrolled  on  the  roster  of 
the  honored -pioneers  who  aided  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  was  a  man  of  distinctive  influence  in  his 
community.  The  genealogy  of  the  Tilden 
family  is  traced  back  to  John  Tilden,  of  Ben- 
nington, County  of  Kent,  England,  whose  last 
will  and  testament  bore  date  of  the  year  1463. 
The  founders  of  the  family  in  America  were 
Nathaniel  Tilden  and  his  wife  Lydia,  who  em- 
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putting  up  goods  of  recognized  purity  and  su- 
periority. 

For  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  Mr.  Root 
has  been  affiliated  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  attained  to  no 
little  prominence.  He  is  now  serving  as  one 
of  the  trustees  of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  order 
in  Ohio,  and  is  vice  president  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' Home  at  Springfield,  Ohio.  He  has  been 
active  in  the  work  of  the  fraternity  for  many 
years  and  is  identified  with  the  encampment 
and  canton  departments  of  the  order. 

In  1885  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Root  to  Miss  Cora  Adams,  daughter  of  the 
late  O.  L.  Adams,  of  Garrettsville,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Don  Manning.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Root  have  also  reared  in  their  home  Douglas 
K.,  son  of  Mrs.  Root's  sister,  and  he  was  taken 
by  them  when  an  infant  of  but  twelve  days, 
after  the  death  of  his  mother.  He  is  now  at- 
tending the  public  schools  of  Garrettsville. 

James  Benjamin  Barnard. — Worthy  of 
especial  note  among  the  substantial  and  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Portage  county  is  James  Ben- 
jamin Barnard,  who  for  many  years  was  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  Garrettsville 
and  an  important  factor  in  promoting  its  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity,  but  is  now  retired 
from  active  pursuits.  A  son  of  Benjamin  Bar- 
nard, he  was  born,  April  30,  1838,  in  Gerry, 
Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  coming  from 
a  long  line  of  thrifty  New  England  ancestry. 
Benjamin  Barnard  was  born  either  in  Vermont 
or  New  Hampshire,  but  lived  for  many  years 
in  New  York  state.  Coming  with  his  family 
to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1853,  he  bought 
land  in  Farmington,  Trumbull  county,  and  was 
there  employed  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  many 
years.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-one years  in  Summit  county,  where  he  lived 
during  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life.  He 
married  Gratia  Bucklin,  who  was  born  in 
Gerry,  New  York,  and  died  in  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  aged  about  seventy-one  years.  Their 
eleven  children  all  grew  to  mature  life  and 
eight  of  them  are  now  living,  James  Benjamin 
being  the  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth. 

After  coming  with  the  family  to  the  Re- 
serve, James  B.  Barnard  assisted  his  father 
in  the  improvement  of  the  farm,  remaining  at 
home  until  becoming  of  age.  Selecting  agri- 
culture as  his  work,  he  carried  on  mixed  hus- 
bandry in  Farmington  until  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  cheerfully  re- 
sponded to  his  country's  call  for  help,  enlist- 


ing, in  1861,  in  Company  D,  Second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  for  about 
two  years.  He  afterwards  re-enlisted,  joining 
Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-first 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  being  mustered  in  as 
second  lieutenant  of  his  company.  He  did 
brave  service  in  camp  and  on  the  field,  for  gal- 
lant conduct  being  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain.  After  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge from  the  army  Mr.  Barnard  returned  to 
Farmington,  where  he  resumed  his  agricultural 
labors,  making  a  specialty  to  some  extent  of 
dairying.  In  1868  he  removed  to  Mesopo- 
tamia, from  there  coming  in  1873  to  Garretts- 
ville. The  following  twenty  years  he  was  a 
traveling  salesman,  after  which  he  was  for  ten 
years  profitably  engaged  in  the  marble  and 
granite  business  in  this  city.  Having  achieved 
marked  success  in  his  undertakings,  Mr.  Bar- 
nard is  now  living  retired  from  active  business, 
devoting  his  attention  to  the  management  of 
his  private  aflfairs. 

Mr.  Barnard  married,  March  8,  1859,  Phil- 
inda  Lee,  who  was  born  July  12,  1841,  in 
Farmington,  Ohio,  where  her  parents,  Seth 
and  Susan  (Ensign)  Lee,  were  early  settlers. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  her 
mother  of  New  York.  They  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  years  of 
maturity  and  four  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Bar- 
nard having  been  the  third  child  of  the  house- 
hold. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnard  have  one  son, 
Jay  L.,  superintendent  of  the  Elyria  Iron  & 
Steel  Company,  of  Elyria,  Ohio.  They  have 
also  an  adopted  daughter,  Edith,  wife  of  H.  L. 
Hanna,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.  A  strong  and  in- 
fluential member  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr. 
Barnard  has  ably  and  satisfactorily  filled  many 
of  the  highest  positions  within  the  gift  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  for  three  terms  of  two  years 
each  serving  as  mayor  of  Garrettsville,  and  for 
many  years  being  a  member  of  the  city  council. 
He  has  been  a  promoter  of  beneficial  enter- 
prises of  all  kinds,  and  was  one  of  the  commit- 
tee appointed  to  oversee  the  building  of  the 
stone  road  between  Garrettsville  and  Hiram. 
Fraternally  Mr.  Barnard  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for 
over  fortv  years,  and  belongs  to  the  Mark  Hor- 
ton  Post,'  G.  A.  R. 

George  H.  Colton. — Professor  Colton  has 
the  distinction  of  being,  in  point  of  continuous 
service,  the  oldest  member  of  the  faculty  of 
his  own  alma  mater,  Hiram  College,  long 
recognized  as  one  of  the  noble  educational  in- 
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stitutions  of  the  Western  Reserve.  Here  he 
has  held  the  chair  of  natural  sciences  for  nearly 
forty  years,  during  which  his  labors  have  been 
indefatigable  and  productive,  so  that  he  has 
contributed  much  to  the  high  prestige  enjoyed 
by  the  college  in  which  his  interests  have  so 
long  been  centered.  He  is  a  native  son  of 
Portage  county,  within  whose  borders  Hiram 
College  is  located,  and  in  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  stands  as  a  scion  of  stanch  pio- 
neer stock  in  the  Western  Reserve,  as  well  as 
representative  of  families  founded  in  America 
in  the  early  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  his- 
tory, as  the  context  of  this  article  will  duly  re- 
veal.. 

Professor  Colt  on  was  born  in  Nelson  town- 
ship, Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  October  10, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  John  B.  and  Mary  L. 
(Tilden)  Colton.  John  Beldon  Colton  was 
born  at  Cornwall,  Litchfield  county,  Connecti- 
cut, on  November  2^,  181 1,  and  was  a  son  of 
Theron  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Colton,  the  for- 
mer of  whom  was  born  in  Hartford  county, 
Connecticut,  in  1773,  and  the  latter  of  whom 
was  likewise  a  native  of  Connecticut.  In  1815, 
when  John  B.  Colton  was  about  three  years  of 
age,  his  parents  removed  from  the  Nutmeg 
state  to  its  famous  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio 
and  settled  in  Nelson  township.  Portage  coun- 
ty, where  they  were  numbered  among  the  early 
families  to  establish  there  a  permanent  abid- 
ing place.  The  father,  who  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  secured  eighty  acres  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  to  whose  reclamation  he  devoted 
himself,  the  while  maintaining  a  blacksmith 
shop  on  his  pioneer  farm  and  doing  a  large 
amount  of  work  for  the  early  settlers,  includ- 
ing the  manufacture  of  wagons  and  various 
farm  implements.  He  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  early  history  of  Nelson  township, 
where  both  he  and  his  wife  continued  to  re- 
side until  their  death.  Theron  Colton  was 
born  in  Granby,  Hartford  county,  Connecticut, 
in  1778.  His  father,  Ilhimer  Colton,  was  a 
valiant  soldier  in  the  Continental  line  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  original  Amer- 
ican progenitor  was  George  Colton,  who  came 
from  Warwick  county,  England,  and  settled 
in  Massachusetts  Bay  colony  in  1635. 

John  B.  Colton,  father  of  him  whose  name 
initiates  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  manhood 
m  Portage  county,  where  he  assisted  in  the 
reclamation  and  work  of  the  home  farm  and 
was  afforded  such  educational  advantages  as 
were  offered  in  the  primitive  pioneer  schools, 
which  were  largely  maintained  on  the  subscrip- 


tion plan.  His  entire  active  career  was  one  of 
close  identification  with  the  great  basic  indus- 
try of  agriculture,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
substantial  farmers  and  influential  citizens  of 
his  county,  where  he  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  local  offices  of  trust,  including  those 
of  trustee  and  treasurer  of  Nelson  township. 
In  politics  he  originally  gave  his  support  to  the 
Whig  party,  but  he  transferred  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  or- 
ganization and  ever  afterward  continued  a 
stanch  advocate  of  its  principles  and  policies. 
He  continued  to  reside  on  his  old  homestead 
farm  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he 
was  eighty-three  years  of  age.  He  was  a  man 
of  strong  individuality  and  his  life  was  guided 
and  governed  by  the  highest  principles  of  in- 
tegrity and  honor,  so  that  he  ever  held  as  his 
own  the  inviolable  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow  men. 

■ 

John  B.  Colton  was  united  in  marriage  to 
?^Iiss  Mary  L.  Tilden,  who  was  born  in  Hiram 
township.  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  February 
17.  1829,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  Mason 
Tilden,  born  in  Windom  county,  Connecticut, 
May  7,  1771.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Colonel 
Daniel  Tilden,  who  was  born  in  Windom  coun- 
ty, Connecticut,  November  5,  1740,  and  who 
likewise  was  a  patriot  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution.  This  worthy  pioneer  came  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  the  opening  years  of  the 
nineteenth  century  and  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  and  extensive  landholders  of  Hiram 
township.  Portage  county.  Mason  Tilden  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Connecticut,  whence 
he  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1802, 
making  the  journey  on  foot  and  passing  the 
summer  in  clearing  land  owned  by  his  father 
in  Hiram  township.  In  the  autumn  he  re- 
turned to  Connecticut,  and  he  did  not  return  to 
Portage  county  to  make  permanent  location 
with  his  family  until  1825,  when  he  settled  in 
Hiram  township,  whence  he  later  removed  to 
Nelson  township,  where  he  developed  a  farm 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  1859,  at  the  venerable  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  and  his  name  is  enrolled  on  the  roster  of 
the  honored -pioneers  who  aided  in  the  develop- 
ment of  this  section  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  was  a  man  of  distinctive  influence  in  his 
community.  The  genealogy  of  the  Tilden 
family  is  traced  back  to  John  Tilden,  of  Ben- 
nington, County  of  Kent,  England,  whose  last 
will  and  testament  bore  date  of  the  year  1463. 
The  founders  of  the  family  in  America  were 
Nathaniel  Tilden  and  his  wife  Lydia,  who  em- 
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migrated  from  England  to  this  county  about 
1630.  Mary  L.  (Tilden)  Colton,  mother  of 
Professor  Colton,  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  Of  the 
three  children  the  Professor  was  the  first-born. 
Emily,  who  was  born  May  4,  1854,  is  the  wife 
of  George  W.  Newcomb  and  they  reside  on 
the  old  Colton  homestead  in  Nelson  township, 
Portage  county,  as  does  also  the  youngest  of 
the  children,  Sheriden,  who  was  born  April  17, 
1863,  and  who  is  a  bachelor. 

Professor  Colton  passed  his  boyhood  and 
youth  on  the  old  homestead  which  was  the 
place  of  his  nativity.  His  rudimentary  edu- 
cation was  secured  in  the  district  school,  after 
which  he  continued  his  studies  in  an  academy 
at  the  center  of  Nelson.  He  then  devoted  one 
winter  to  teaching  in  a  district  school,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  1867  he  was  matriculated  in 
Hiram  College,  in  which  he  was  graduated  as 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1871,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Thereafter  he  was 
for  one  year  a  student  in  the  famous  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  gave 
his  attention  specially  to  the  study  of  civil  en- 
gineering. After  leaving  this  institution  he  be- 
came division  engineer  of  the  Cuyahoga  Valley 
railroad,  which  is  now  a  part  of  the  Baltimore 
&  Ohio  system.  He  continued  incumbent  of 
this  position,  in  charge  of  the  line  running  be- 
tween Akron  and  Peninsula,  until  the  fall  of 
-873,  when  he  accepted  the  chair  of  natural 
sciences  in  his  alma  mater,  Hiram  College, 
with  whose  work  he  has  since  been  actively  and 
successfully  identified  in  this  capacity.  His 
work  has  been  marked  by  enthusiasm  and  sig- 
nal devotion,  and  he  has  striven  to  maintain 
his  department  at  the  highest  standard  at  all 
limes  and  to  keep  abreast  of  the  advances  made 
in  the  great  fields  of  investigation  and  learn- 
ing to  which  he  has  so  long  given  his  attention. 

Professor  Colton  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  hour.  His  political 
proclivities  are  indicated  by  the  uncompromis- 
ing allegiance  which  he  gives  to  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  he  has  been  active  in  the 
promotion  of  its  cause.  In  1898  he  was  Por- 
tage county's  candidate  for  nomination  as  con- 
gressman, but  met  with  defeat  in  the  conven- 
tion. He  was  the  first  mayor  of  the  village  of 
Hiram  and  has  shown  at  all  times  a  loyal  in- 
terest in  local  affairs,  including  the  upbuilding 
of  the  village  and  the  fine  old  institution  to 
which  he  has  given  so  many  years  of  able  and 
faithful  service.  He  was  treasurer  of  the  col- 
lege from  1883  until  1906.     He  is  a  member 


of  the  American  Association  for  the  Advance- 
ment of  Science  and  of  the  State  Academy  of 
Science. 

On  November  14,  1873,  Professor  Colton 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  A.  Tay- 
lor, who  was  born  and  reared  in  Portage  coun- 
ty. She  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Edwin  E. 
Taylor,  who  was  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  of  Nelson  township.  Professor  and 
Mrs.  Colton  have  one  daughter,  Mary,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Leon  C.  Vincent,  of  Garretts- 
ville.  Portage  county. 

George  Brant  Wickens.  —  Prominent 
among  the  substantial  and  successful  business 
men  of  Lorain  is  George  B.  Wickens,  who, 
succeeding  to  the  funeral  and  undertaking 
business  of  his  father,  the  late  George  Wick- 
ens, is  actively  identified  with  one  of  the  fore- 
most industrial  organizations  of  this  part  of 
Lorain  county,  being  president  of  the  Wickens 
Company.  A  native  of  this  city,  his  birth  oc- 
curred June  10,  1876.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Lorain,  and  in  his 
father's  undertaking  establishment,  in  which 
he  practically  grew  to  manhood,  learned  the 
art  and  science  of  embalming  from  the  ground 
up,  attaining  such  proficiency  while  yet  young 
that  he  was  granted  a  license  by  the  state 
board  of  examiners  practically  without  an  ex- 
amination. Upon  the  death  of  his  father, 
March  19,  1908,  he  assumed  charge  of  the 
funeral  and  undertaking  department  of  the 
business,  and  was  soon  elected  to  his  present 
position  with  the  company  subsequently 
formed. 

Thoroughly  informed  with  all  of  the  details 
and  scientific  knowledge  connected  with  his 
profession,  Mr.  Wickens  is  active  in  the  Ohio 
Funeral  Directors'  Association,  and  has  made 
many  valuable  contributions  to  the  trade 
journal  relating  to  professional  work.  He  is 
likewise  prominent  in  the  Ohio  Retail  Furni- 
ture Dealers'  Association,  and  is  an  influential 
member  of  its  executive  committee.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Lorain  Board  of  Commerce 
and  in  1910  was  appointed  chairman  of  the 
parks  and  play  grounds  committee  of  that  or- 
ganization. He  is  a  valued  member  of  the 
Lorain  High  School  Alumni  Association,  and 
was  the  first  treasurer  to  relieve  the  organiza- 
tion of  debt.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  to  the  Mod- 
ern Woodmen  of  America,  and  to  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccabees. 

Mr.   Wickens   married   ^lary   Marett,   who 
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was  born  on  the  Isle  of  Jersey,  England,  and 
they  have  two  children,  Gladys  and  George 
Brant,  Jr. 

Jedediah  Cole. — One  of  the  most  vener- 
able and  honored  of  the  native  sons  of  Portage 
county  now  residing  within  its  borders  is  Mr. 
Cole,  who  is  a  member  of  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  who 
served  for  two  score  of  years  as  county  sur- 
veyor, who  rendered  valiant  service  during  the 
Civil  war,  and  who  stands  today  one  of  the  best 
known  and  most  popular  citizens  of  Portage 
county,  where  he  is  living  virtually  retired  in 
the  village  of  Garrettsville.  He  will  soon"  have 
passed  the  eightieth  mile-stone  on  the  journey 
of  life,  but  his  years  rest  lightly  upon  him  and 
he  continues  to  maintain  a  most  lively  interest 
m  the  vital  questions  of  the  hour  and  in  all 
that  concerns  the  welfare  of  his  home  com- 
munity. 

Jedediah  Cole  was  born  in  Nelson  township. 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  about  one-half  mile  dis- 
tant from  Garrettsville,  on  the  26th  of  May, 
1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Jedediah  and  Elizabeth 
(Xoah)  Cole.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  where  he  was  reared  and 
educated  and  whence  he  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  about  the  year  18 17,  when  a  young 
man.  He  soon  after  secured  a  tract  of  wild  land 
where  he  instituted  the  development  of  a  farm 
and  where  he  continued  to  reside  for  a  number 
of  years  after  his  marriage.  In  1834  he  re- 
moved to  the  old  homestead  farm  of  his  father- 
in-law,  in  the  same  township,  and  there  he  con- 
tinued to  be  actively  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  during  the  residue  of  his  life.  He  was 
about  fifty-two  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his 
death  and  had  wielded  much  influence  in  the 
community,  as  he  was  a  man  of  strong  intel- 
lectual powers,  well  fortified  opinions  and  in- 
flexible integrity  of  purpose.  His  father  Hke- 
wise  was  a  native  of  the  old  Green  Mountain 
state  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Rev- 
olution, in  which  he  served  under  Ethan  Allen 
and  was  present  at  the  capture  of  historic  old 
Fort  Ticonderoga.  He  passed  his  entire  life 
in  Xcw  England,  where  the  family  was 
founded  in  the  early  colonial  days,  being  of 
mixed  Scotch,  Welsh  and  English  lineage. 

Elizabeth  (Noah)  Cole,  mother  of  him 
whose  name  initiates  this  article,  was  born 
at  West  Chester,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a 
child  at  the  time  of  the  familv  removal  from 
the  old  Keystone  state  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio.     Her  father,  John  Noah,  purchased  a 


tract  of  land  in  Nelson  tow-nship,  where  he 
reclaimed  a  farm,  upon  which  he  and  his  de- 
voted wife  passed  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Smith,  and 
she  was  reared  in  the  home  of  a  Quaker  family 
in  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  She  took  great 
pride  in  later  life  in  recalling  that  when  a 
girl  of  eight  years  she  was  permitted  to  visit 
on  board  the  vessel  which  conveyed  John  Paul 
Jones,  "the  first  admiral  of  the  American 
navy,"  on  his  voyage  to  England.  John  Noah 
was  born  in  Dresden,  Germany,  where  he  was 
1  eared  and  educated  and  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  tailor.  He  came  to  America  when 
a  young  man  and  located  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  in  which  he  was  engaged  also  after 
his  removal  to  Ohio,  as  alreadv  noted.  He 
died  at  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-nine  years 
and  was  one  of  the  most  honored  and  influen- 
tial men  of  his  township.  He  was  distinctively 
a  model  farmer,  according  to  the  standard  of 
his  day,  and  was  progressive  and  public- 
spirited  as  a  citizen.  He  aided  materially  in 
the  securing  .and  improving  of  public  high- 
w^ays  in  Portage  county  and  otherwise  con- 
tributed liberally  to  its  civic  and  industrial 
development.  The  marriage  of  Jedediah  Cole 
and  Elizabeth  Noah  was  solemnized  in  Portage 
county,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest  of  the  four  children  and 
the  only  one  living.  The  devoted  mother  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  when  she  was 
about  thirty-three  years  of  age.  She  was  a 
zealous  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  as  was 
also  her  husband.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife  Jedediah  Cole  wedded  Miss  Parthenia 
Sanford,  who  survived  him  bv  a  number  of 
years.  Of  the  five  children  of  this  marriage, 
one  is  now  living,  Mrs.  Orrilla  Thompson,  of 
Garrettsville. 

Jedediah  Cole,  to  whom  this  brief  sketch  is 
dedicated,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
Nelson  township,  and  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  those  afforded  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period.  He  made 
e^ood  use  of  his  opportunities,  however,  and 
through  self -application  and  varied  experi- 
ences gained  the  equivalent  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. He  devoted  considerable  time  to  the 
reading  of  law  and  also  studied  surveying,  in 
connection  with  which  latter  profession  he  be- 
came specially  well  informed  along  both  tech- 
nical and  practical  lines,  as  is  evidenced  in  the 
prestige  and  success  which  he  gained  in  the  vo- 
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cation.  For  about  four  years,  during  the  win- 
ter terms,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
common  schools  of  Salem,  Illinois,  the  birth- 
place of  Hon.  William  Jennings  Bryan,  a  num- 
ber of  whose  maternal  uncles  and  aunts  were 
numbered  among  the  pupils  of  Mr.  Cole  dur- 
ing the  time  he  was  there  following  the  peda- 
gogic profession. 

In  1856  Mr.  Cole  removed  to  northern  Iowa 
and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Chickasaw 
county,  where  he  taught  school  during  two 
winter  terms  and  where  he  was  one  of  the 
founders  and  editors  of  the  Chickasaw  County 
Republican,  the  first  paper  printed  in  that 
county.  He  remained  in  Iowa  about  two 
years  and  then  removed  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  followed  the  vocation  of 
carpenter  and  builder  until  1862,  showing 
again  the  versatility  of  his  talents.  On  July 
26,  1862,  Mr.  Cole  enlisted  as  a  private  in 
Company  A,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  soon  after  his  enlistment  he  was 
detailed  as  clerk  at  post  headquarters  in  Co- 
lumbus, Kentucky.  There  also  he  served  as 
private  secretary  to  Colonel  George  E.  War- 
ring, Jr.,  who  devised  the  system  of  sanitation 
at  Havana,  Cuba,  and  who  died  three  days 
after  his  return  from  Cuba  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Cole  also  acted  for  some  time  as  clerk  of  the 
military  court,  as  his  health  was  much  im- 
paired and  his  services  of  equal  value  in  cler- 
ical work  when  he  was  ineligible  for  field 
service.  On  account  of  increasing  physical 
disability  he  was  finally  granted  a  leave  of 
absence,  and  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Wis- 
consin in  August,  1863.  He  there  remained 
lentil  the  following  October,  when  he  resumed 
l?is  work  with  the  military  court.  He  was 
thus  stationed  at  Murfrcesboro,  Tennessee,  un- 
til March,  1864,  and  for  about  ten  days  he  act- 
ed as  chief  gunner  of  the  Mitchell  Battery.  For 
a  brief  interval  thereafter  he  was  a  clerk  in  the 
quartermaster's  department,  and  he  was  then 
appointed  commissary,  in  which  position  he 
had  charge  of  ten  thousand  men,  though  still 
having  only  the  rank  of  private  soldier.  In 
June,  1864,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  provost  marshal  at  Nashville,  but  in  the 
following  month  he  was  compelled  to  enter  the 
hospital  at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  so  prostrated 
had  become  his  physical  energies.  He  remained 
in  the  hospital  for  eighty  days,  during  forty  of 
which  he  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  making 
out  reports  to  various  generals, — work  that 
had  not  been  attended  to  during  the  time  he 
was   incapacitated.     From   Nashville   he   was 


ordered  to  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  report  for 
duty  as  clerk  in  the  draft  headquarters.  Soon 
afterward  he  received  a  commission  from 
President  Lincoln,  as  Captain,  and  at  times 
was  in  command  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  United  States  C.  I.  He  re- 
mained with  the  command  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  For  a  time  he  had  charge  of  the  Post 
at  Jeflfersonville,  Indiana.  After  performing 
the  duties  thus  assigned  he  was  ordered  to 
Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  in  October,  1865, 
where  he  remained  a  few  days,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Louisville,  that  state,  where  he  was 
mustered  out.  He  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge on  the  i6th  of  October,  1865,  ^"^  ^^^^ 
returned  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  where  he 
has  since  maintained  his  home.  During  the 
last  two  years  of  his  military  service  his  wife 
was  with  him  at  his  various  posts  of  duty. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Cole  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  and  in  1869  ^e 
was  elected  county  surveyor  of  Portage  county, 
an  office  of  which  he  remained  incumbent  for 
nearly  forty  years  and  in  which  he  did  a  large 
amount  of  valuable  work  for  the  county.  He 
is  still  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  profession, 
and  his  services  are  in  demand  throughout 
the  wide  section  of  the  country  into  which  his 
high  professional  reputation  has  penetrated 
during  the  long  years  of  his  active  service.  He 
enjoys  unalloyed  popularity  and  has  a  host  of 
loyal  friends  in  the  community  which  has  rep- 
resented his  home  during  the  major  portion  of 
his  long  and  useful  life.  His  political  alle- 
giance is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  he  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic. 

On  the  6th  of  September,  1855,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Cole  and  Miss  Cath- 
erine M.  Dickens,  daughter  of  Rev.  James  H. 
and  Lydia  (Pitner)  Dickens.  Her  father  was 
a  clergyman  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
for  fifty  years,  and  the  family  home  was  es- 
tablished in  Jacksonville,  Illinois,  at  the  time 
of  her  birth.  In  that  place  she  was  reared  and 
educated,  and  her  parents  were  residents  of 
Jacksonville  at  the  time  of  their  death.  In 
conclusion  is  entered  brief  record  concerning 
the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole :  Augustus 
S.  is  a  representative  member  of  the  bar  of 
Portage  county  and  is  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Ravenna,  the  county  seat ; 
Helen  died  at  the  age  of  thirteen  years  and  one 
month;  James  D.  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
coal  and  ice  business  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri ; 
Catherine  E.  is  an  elocutionist;  and  Paul  H., 
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a  dental  surgeon  by  profession,  is  engaged  in 
practice  at  Garrettsville. 

George  Henry  Bancroft^  former  proprie- 
tor of  the  Nelson  Ledge  House,  was  born  in 
that  well  known  hostelry  in  Nelson  township 
on  the  24th  of  August,  1876.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school  west  of  his 
present  home  and  at  the  Nelson  High  School, 
being  about  seventeen  years  of  age  when  he 
completed  his  mental  training  from  text  books. 
After  farming  for  some  time  he  purchased  the 
Nelson  Ledge  House,  which  he  operated  for 
about  three  years,  but  sold  this  property  in 
March  1908. 

On  May  26,  1903,  Mr.  Bancroft  married,  at 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  Miss  Mabel  Nicholson,  who 
IS  a  native  of  Nelson  township,  born  April  19, 
1879,  a  daughter  of  L.  S.  Nicholson,  a  promin- 
ent citizen  whose  life  will  be  found  elsewhere 
delineated.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  H.  Bancroft 
have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Hugh,  born  February  21,  1904,  and 
Walter,  born  April  2,  1907.  The  father  of  this 
family  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  is  a  young 
man  of  substance  and  promise,  but  has  never 
sought  public  preferment,  his  laudable  am- 
bition being  to  perform  with  promptness  and 
faithfulness  the  e very-day  duties  which  come 
to  him. 

Enos  C.  Smith. — One  of  the  venerable  and 
honored  business  men  and  influential  citizens 
of  Portage  county  is  Enos  C.  Smith,  who  is 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Gar- 
rettsville and  who  has  long  been  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business  in  this  village.  He  is  a 
native  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  a  scion  of 
one  of  its  well  known  pioneer  families.  He 
has  so  ordered  his  course  in  life  as  to  maintain 
the  high  prestige  of  the  honored  name  which 
he  bears,  and  his  success  has  been  won  by  well 
directed  efforts  along  normal  lines  of  business 
enterprise.  He  is  eminently  entitled  to  con- 
sideration in  this  compilation  by  virtue  of  his 
status  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
Portage  county,  where  he  has  resided  from  his 
childhood  days. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1829, 
and  is  a  son  of  Norman  and  Sallie  (Hickok) 
Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Sher- 
burn,  Vermont,  in  1800,  and  the  latter  of 
ahom  was  a  native  of  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. Norman  Smith  was  a  son  of  Seth 
^mith,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 


and  a  member  of  a  family  founded  in  New 
England  in  the  early  colonial  days.  He  re- 
moved from  his  native  state  to  Vermont,  and 
in  1818  he  left  the  old  Green  Mountain  com- 
monwealth to  cast  in  his  lot  with  the  pioneers 
of  the  Connecticut  Western  Reserve  in  the 
state  of  Ohio.  He  located  in  what  is  now  the 
village  of  Parkman,  Geauga  county,  and  he 
followed  his  trade  of  millwright,  besides  which 
he  became  the  owner  of  a  pioneer  farm.  He 
continued  his  residence  in  Geauga  county  until 
his  death,  as  did  also  his  wife.  They  were 
folk  of  sterling  character  and  strong  mentality, 
and  played  well  their  part  as  pioneers  of  the 
historic  old  Western  Reserve,  on  the  record 
of  whose  loyal  upbuilders  their  names  merit  an 
enduring  place. 

Norman  Smith  gained  his  early  educational 
discipline  in  the  schools  of  his  native  state  and 
was  a  youth  of  eighteen  years  at  the  time  of 
accompanying  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Ohio.  In  Vermont  he  had  learned  the  trade 
of  millwright,  and  in  connection  with  the  same 
he  found  much  requisition  for  his  services 
after  coming  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  skilled  ar- 
tisan, according  to  the  standard  of  the  day, 
and  it  is  recorded  of  him  that  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  manufacture  wagon  tires  from  the 
raw  material  and  that  his  work  was  so  ex- 
cellent that  he  gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a 
mechanic,  with  consequent  demand  for  his 
services.  In  Geauga  county,  this  state,  was 
solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss  Sallie  Hickok. 
a  daughter  of  Ira  Hickok,  who  likewise  was 
an  honored  pioneer  of  the  Western  Reserve, 
whither  he  came  from  Crawford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. After  his  marriage  Norman  Smith 
took  up  his  residence  in  Geauga  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  con- 
nection with  more  or  less  work  at  his  trade. 
Later  he  located  in  Ashtabula  county,  and 
finally  he  came  to  Portage  county,  where  he 
became  the  owner  of  a  farm  and  where  he 
passed  the  residue  of  his  life,  which  came  to 
an  end  when  he  was  but  forty-eight  years  of 
age.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Whig  party  and  he  took  an  intelligent  interest 
in  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  the 
while  he  made  his  life  one  of  productiveness 
along  practical  lines  of  industry  and  so  ordered 
his  course  as  to  command  as  his  own  the  in- 
violable confidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow 
men.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Universalist 
church,  as  was  also  his  wife,  who  survived 
him  by  many  years  and  who  was  in  her  ninety- 
fourth  year  when  she  was  summoned  to  the 
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life  eternal,  having  been  at  the  time  one  of 
the  most  venerable  pioneers  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  one  whose  reminiscences  of  the 
early  days  were  singularly  graphic  and  inter- 
esting. This  estimable  couple  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  attained  to 
years  of  maturity,  married  and  reared  families, 
all  of  whom  were  born  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  Two  of  the 
number  only  are  residents  of  the  section  iii 
which  they  were  born  and  reared, — Enos  C, 
who  is  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
and  his  younger  brother,  George  D.,  who  like- 
wise resides  in  Garrettsville. 

Enos  C.  Smith,  whose  name  introduces  this 
article,  was  the  eldest  of  the  seven  children 
and  was  about  six  weeks  old  at  the  time  of  his 
parents'  removal  to  Portage  county,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  and  where  his  pre- 
liminary educational  training  was  secured  in 
the  common  schools,  after  which  he  continued 
his  studies  in  Nelson  Academy,  a  well  ordered 
institution  of  the  time,  located  in  Nelson  town- 
ship. Portage  county.  He  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  the  district  schools  of  Portage 
county  for  one  year,  and  then  the  lure  begot- 
ten of  the  fabulous  tales  concerning  the  newly 
discovered  gold  fields  in  California  proved 
sufficiently  potent  to  cause  him  to  make  the 
venturesome  trip  to  that  distant  section  of  tke 
Union,  whither  he  followed  soon  after  the 
advent  of  the  historic  Argonauts  of  1849,  ^^ 
he  went  to  California,  by  way  of  the  Panama 
route,  in  the  winter  of  1850-51.  He  remained 
in  the  golden  state  for  a  period  of  five  years, 
within  which  he  met  with  excellent  but  not 
phenomenal  success  in  his  placer-mining,  as 
well  as  in  farming  under  the  somewhat  prim- 
ative  methods  then  in  vogue  in  that  section. 
In  1856  Mr.  Smith  returned  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  making  the  return  trip  from  California 
by  way  of  Nicarauga,  and  he  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  Garrettsville,  where  he  became  as- 
sociated with  Allen  A.  Barber  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  under  the  firm  title  of  Barber 
&  Smith.  This  alliance  continued  uninter- 
ruptedly from  1857  until  1883,  when  Mr.  Bar- 
ber sold  his  interest  in  the  enterprise  to  Corral 
C.  Payne,  after  which  the  business  was  con- 
tinued under  the  firm  name  of  Smith  &  Payne 
until  1889,  when  Mr.  Smith  purchased  his 
partner's  interest.  Since  that  time  he  has  con- 
tinued the  business  individually,  and  he  has 
the  distinction  of  being,  the  oldest  merchant  in 
Garrettsville,  where  he  has  been  continuously 
established  in  his  present  line  of  business  for 


fifty-two  years.  During  this  half  century  of 
close  application  he  has  not  only  retained  the 
unqualified  esteem  of  the  people  of  the  com- 
munity but  has  also  typified  the  most  generous 
and  loyal  citizenship  and  given  of  his  influence 
and  tangible  aid  in  support  of  measures  and 
enterprises  projected  for  the  general  good  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  identified  with  the 
affairs  of  the  Garrettsville  National  Bank  from 
the  time  of  its  organization  in  1871,  and  was 
one  of  its  incorporators  under  the  original 
charter.  He  has  been  an  officer  of  this  solid 
and  popular  banking  house  from  the  time  of 
its  inception  and  has  served  as  its  president 
since  the  early  nineties.  The  bank  bases  its 
operations  upon  a  capital  stock  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Smith  has  other  capi- 
talistic interests  and  is  one  of  the  substantial 
and  popular  business  men  of  the  fine  old 
Western  Reserve. 

In  politics  Mr.  Smith  has  ever  accorded  an 
uncompromising  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  in  whose  cause  he  has  rendered  effective 
service.  In  early  days  he  served  as  mayor  of 
Garrettsville,  but  he  has  never  been  ambitious 
for  official  preferment.  He  was  a  personal 
friend  of  both  Presidents  Garfield  and  Mc- 
Kinley,  native  sons  of  the  Western  Reserve 
and  distinguished  exponents  of  the  prin- 
ciples of-  the  Republican  party.  His  first 
presidential  vote  was  cast  in  1852,  in  Yuba 
county,  California,  for  John  C.  Fremont  and 
the  occasion  was  the  first  election  held  in  that 
place,  where  he  served  as  president  of  the 
election  board.  He  takes  pleasure  in  reverting 
to  this  episode  in  his  career,  and  has  always 
maintained  a  deep  interest  in  California,  where 
his  experiences  as  a  young  man  were  varied 
and  interesting — at  least  in  the  light  of  retro- 
spection. Mr.  Smith  is  affiliated  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  in  which  he  has  attained 
the  chivalric  degrees,  being  identified  with 
Warren  Commandery,  Knights  Templars,  at 
Warren,  and  he  also  holds  membership  in  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

In  August,  1857,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Smith  to  Miss  Marian  McClintoc, 
who  was  born  in  Bloomfield,  Trumbull  county, 
a  daughter  of  the  late  William  McClintoc,  who 
was  a  sterling  pioneer  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
]\Irs.  Smith  long  held  a  secure  place  in  the 
affectionate  regard  of  those  who  came  within 
the  sphere  of  her  gracious  influence  and  was 
active  in  church  work  an*  tuiection  with 

the  social  activities  o"  inity  which 
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represented  her  home  for  nearly  half  a  cen- 
tury. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  had  no  children. 
Mrs.  Smith  died  January  15,  1899. 

Edwin  Lester  Hall. — A  man  of  superior 
talents  and  scholarly  attainments,  Professor 
Edwin  L.  Hall  holds  a  position  of  note  among 
the  prominent  educators  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, being  professor  of  Latin  in  Hiram  Col- 
lege, of  which,  while  it  was  yet  an  academy, 
Garfield  was  for  a  time  president.  A  native 
of  Ohio,  Professor  Hall  was  born  July  21, 
1859,  in  Richfield,  Summit  county,  which  was 
likewise  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  John 
Manley  Hall.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Les- 
ter Hall,  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1800,  came 
when  a  young  man  to  the  Western  Reserve 
with  a  company  from  that  state.  About  the 
same  time,  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  a  similar  little  band  of  emigrants  from 
Connecticut  came  to  this  part  of  the  state  in 
search  of  new  homes,  in  the  party  being  a 
demure  New  England  maiden,  Celestia  Finch, 
who  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  Lester 
Hall  and  bore  him  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters.  They  settled  in  Richfield, 
and  there  resided  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

John  Manley  Hall  was  born  in  1830,  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  parental  homestead. 
He  subsequently  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  life  in  Richfield,  but  died  May  15,  1899, 
in  Cleveland.  He  married,  October  7.  1855, 
Henrietta  Southwick,  who  was  born  February 
13,  1834,  and  died,  in  Richfield,  Summit 
county,  October  24,  1897.  Three  children,  all 
sons,  were  born  of  their  union. 

Edwin  Lester  Hall  received  his  elementary 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Richfield, 
and  after  completing  the  high  school  course 
entered  Hiram  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1886,  President 
Laughlin  being  the  head  of  that  institution. 
The  following  year  Professor  Hall  was  here 
employed  as  a  tutor,  after  which  he  taught 
for  a  year  in  the  city  high  school  at  New 
Castle,  Pennsylvania.  Returning  then  to  his 
alma  mater,  he  has  since  been  one  of  its  staflF 
of  instructors,  winning  distinction  as  professor 
of  Latin. 

Professor  Hall  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first,  August  23,  1887,  in  Ruggles, 
Ohio,  Catherine  Beattie,  who  was  born  in 
Huron  county,  Ohio,  near  New  London,  where 
her  parents  settled  on  coming  to  this  country 
from  Scotland,  their  native  home.  She  died 
February  14,  1889,  in  Hiram,  leaving  one  son. 


Charles  Stuart  Hall,  who  was  born  January 
3,  1889,  and  is  now  a  student  in  Hiram  College. 
Professor  Hall  married  for  his  second  wife, 
December  25,  1891,  Mary  Elizabeth  Cook,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  state,  and  they  have 
one  child,  Robert  Edwin  Hall,  born  July  13, 
189s,  in  Hiram,  who  has  now,  in  the  summer 
of  1909,  completed  the  high  school  work  in 
Hiram,  and  will  enter  Hiram  College  in  Sep- 
tember. 

Jay  Phelps  Dawley,  a  leading  lawyer  and 
prominent  citizen  of  Cleveland,  was  born  at 
Ravenna,  Ohio,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1847, 
and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county. 
In  i86q  he  graduated  at  the  Union  school  of 
that  place,  and  then  attended  the  Eclectic  In- 
stitute of  Hiram,  of  which  James  A.  Garfield 
was  then  principal.  Still  later  he  completed 
the  three  years'  classical  course  at  the  Western 
Reserve  College,  Hudson,  and  in  1871  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  J.  M.  Jones,  of  Cleveland,  for 
the  purpose  of  pursuing  his  law  studies. 

In  1872  Mr.  Dawley  was  admitted  to  the 
bar,  and  remained  with  Mr.  Jones  until  the 
latter  was  elected  to  the  bench  of  the  Superior 
court,  in  1873.  At  that  date  Mr.  Dawley  and 
S.  M.  Stone  formed  a  partnership  in  the  law 
and  continued  to  be  associated  for  about  four 
years.  Their  agreeable  and  profitable  con- 
nection was  then  severed  by  the  removal  of 
Mr.  Stone  to  New  York;  in  1878  Mr.  Dawley 
joined  Judge  J.  K.  Hord  and  still  later  Hon. 
Martin  A.  Foran  became  his  partner.  For 
many  years  past,  however,  he  has  practiced 
alone,  and  with  unqualified  success,  both  as 
to  his  earnings  and  his  professional  reputation. 
In  civil  and  criminal  practice  alike  he  has 
earned  high  standing.  For  some  time  he  was 
the  attorney  for  the  St.  Clair  Street  Railway 
Company  of  Cleveland,  appearing  for  his  client 
in  several  important  cases.  Perhaps  his  most 
brilliant  work  in  the  criminal  court  was  that  in 
connection  with  the  defense  of  Moran  for 
murder.  In  public  life  he  has  also  been  pro- 
gressive, especially  as  a  member  of  the  city 
board  of  education  and  board  of  librarv  man- 
agers.  In  testing,  the  constitutionality  of  the 
state  liquor  laws  he  has  been  among  the  fore- 
most lawyers  of  the  commonwealth.  It  should 
be  added  that  Mr.  Dawley  had  the  distinction 
of  serving  in  the  Civil  war  in  his  early  youth 
and  of  being  entrusted  with  perhaps  as  im- 
portant a  commission  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  of  his  years  in  the  state.  He  was  but 
seventeen   when   he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
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Byron  \V.  Fessenden,  deceased,  was  born 
in  Kent,  Ohio,  July  20,  1846,  a  son  of  Rufus 
and  Levina  (Converse)  Fessenden,  who  were 
born  in  \^emiont.  They  were  married  at  Og- 
densburg,  New  York,  and  soon  afterward 
came  to  where  the  town  of  Kent  is  now  lo- 
cated. Rufus  Fessenden,  a  stone  cutter, 
worked  in  the  mills  here,  but  his  death  occurred 
only  a  few  years  after  his  arrival  in  his  new 
home..  His  widow  was  afterward  twice  mar- 
ried, wedding  a  Mr.  Curtis  and  a  Mr.  Chase. 

Byron  W.  Fessenden,  the  youngest  child  of 
the  first  union,  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war  when  a  boy  of  sixteen,  entering,  on 
the  4th  of  August,  1862,  Company  F,  Forty- 
fifth  Ohio  \'^olunteer  Infantry,  as  a  corporal 
in  Captain  Miles  V.  Payne's  Company  and 
Colonel  Benjamin  P.  Runkle's  regiment.  He 
enlisted  for  three  years,  and  during  his  service 
he  participated  in  the  battles  of  Button's  Hill, 
Monticello,  Rocky  Gap,  Columbia,  Marjaries 
Raid,  Buffington  Island,  Philadelphia,  Rock- 
ford,  Holston  river,  in  the  siege  of  Knoxville, 
Bean  Station,  Resaca,  Dallas,  Kenesaw  Moun- 
tain, Sine  Mountain,  the  siege  of  Atlanta, 
Savage  Station,  Franklin  and  Nashville.  On 
the  30th  of  June,  1864,  he  was  made  the  ser- 
geant of  his  company,  and  he  received  his  hon- 
orable discharge  at  Camp  Harker,  Tennessee, 
on  the  I2th  of  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home  in  Kent.  Shortly  afterward,  in  August 
of  1865,  he  accepted  the  position  of  fireman 
on  the  New  York,  Pacific  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
now  known  as  the  Erie  road,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1868  he  was  made  an  engineer.  He  continued 
in  that  capacity  until  he  met  death  in  a  head 
end  collision  on  the  17th  of  March,  1888. 

He  married,  on  the  25th  of  October,  1870, 
Angie  E.  Merrell,  who  was  born  in  Kent  on 
June  20,  1847,  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and 
Sarah  (Williard)  Merrell,  natives  respect- 
ively of  Orangeville,  New  York,  and  of  Kent. 
She  is  a  grandaughter  on  the  paternal 
side  of  Noah  and  Clara  (Pearson)  Mer- 
rell, from  Connecticut,  and  on  the  maternal 
of  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Foster)  Will- 
iard, the  former  bom  in  Germany  and  the 
latter  near  Scranton,  Pennsylvania.  The  Will- 
iard family  were  among  the  first  to  locate  in 
Rootstown  township.  Portage  county,  and 
they  became  very  prominent  in  the  early 
and  subsequent  history  of  their  community. 
Hiram  Merrell  became  a  resident  of  Kent  in 
the  year  of  1836,  and  he  was  first  a  farmer 
and  later  a  real  estate  dealer.  He  died 
at    the    ripe    old    age    of    eighty-three    years 


in  1900,  and  his  wife  died  in  1898,  when 
eighty-two  years  of  age.  Four  of  their  chil- 
dren reached  years  of  maturity,  namely :  Angie 
E.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Fessenden; 
Wallace  and  Earl,  both  residents  of  Franklin 
township ;  and  Fred  H.,  a  clothier  and  cement 
dealer  in  Kent.  The  children  bom  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fessenden  are  as  follows:  Bert  C, 
an  engineer  on  the  Erie  railroad  and  his  home 
is  in  Kent;  Earl  M.,  who  is  associated  with 
Joseph  Luli  in  a  carriage  works  in  Kent ;  May 
G.,  who  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years.  Bert  C.  married  Blanche  Botsford, 
of  Kent.  Earl  M.  Fessenden  married  Lulu 
Upson,  from  SuflSeld  township,  a  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Mary  (Cramer)  Upson,  and 
their  two  children  are:  Merrell,  bom  on  the 
24th  of  July,  1903,  and  Richard,  born  on  the 
28th  of  June,  1907. 

Thomas  L.  Parsons,  who  resides  in  a 
pleasant  home  just  west  of  the  corporation 
limits  of  Ravenna,  began  his  business  career 
in  this  city  at  the  age  of  maturity  and  here  he 
is  spending  the  evening,  of  a  long  and  useful 
life,  enjoying  the  respect  and  confidence  of 
men.  He  was  born  on  his  father's  farm  in 
r»rimfield  township.  Portage  county,  August 
6,  1832,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Maria  (Ewell) 
I*arsons,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  North- 
ampton, Massachusetts,  and  a  grandson  on  the 
maternal  side  of  Maliki  Ewell,  from  Ireland. 
Thomas  and  Maria  Parsons  in  an  early  day 
made  the  journey  by  canal  boat  to  Buffalo, 
thence  by  lake  boat  to  Cleveland,  and  from 
there  came  to  Brimfield  township  and  located 
on  timber  land.  By  hard  and  persistent  labor 
the  husband  finally  succeeded  in  placing  his 
little  farm  under  cultivation,  but  after  five 
years  he  sold  the  land  and  bought  a  larger 
place  in  the  same  township.  There  they  lived 
and  labored  until  the  year  of  1846,  when  they 
again  sold,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Rootstown 
township.  But  in  1862  they  sold  their  farm 
there  to  return  to  Massachusetts,  where  the 
husband  died  two  years  afterward,  in  1864, 
and  the  wife  then  returned  to  Portage  county 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  here,  dying 
in  1878.  Thomas  L.  was  the  fifth  born  of  their 
six  children  who  grew  to  mature  years,  but 
only  two  of  this  once  large  family  are  left, 
Thomas  and  his  sister  Amelia,  who  is  the  wife 
of  A.  M.  Hartle  and  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles, 
California. 

As  a  young  man  of  twenty-one  Thomas  L. 
Parsons  entered  upon  his  business  career  as  an 
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employe  in  a  restaurant  in  Ravenna,  and  after 
three  years  there  he  secured  employment  as  a 
hack  driver  to  Warren.  About  two  years  were 
spent  in  that  occupation,  and  from  that  time 
until  opening  a  restaurant  in  1859,  he  was 
variously  employed.  This  restaurant  was  fin- 
ally merged  into  a  grocery  store,  and  he  con- 
tinued as  its  proprietor  until  1872.  With  his 
wife  he  then  made  a  tour  of  the  western  coun- 
try, and  on  his  return  again  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  and  continued  as  a  merchant 
for  several  years.  He  owned  two  farms,  and 
after  selling  his  grocery  store  he  moved  to  the 
one  in  Rootstown  township,  but  after  two 
years  sold  that  place  and  bought  another  just 
west  of  Ravenna,  which  was  his  home  for 
eighteen  years.  He  then  sold  the  land  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  and  bought 
the  place  near  Ravenna  where  he  lived  for 
two  years  or  until  he  sold  the  place  and  bought 
the  lot  just  west  of  the  corporation  limits  of 
this  city,  on  which  he  has  erected  his  pleasant 
home. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  1863,  Mr.  Par- 
sons was  united  in  marriage  to  Elizabeth  Tri- 
bon,  who  was  born  in  Ravenna  October  21, 
1841,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Persis 
(Moore)  Tribon.  The  father,  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  18 1 3,  was  a  member  of  a  family  which 
came  originally  from  France,  and  the  mother, 
born  in  New  York  in  1816,  was  a  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Elizabeth  Moore,  also  from  the 
Empire  state.  The  only  child  of  this  union,  a 
son,  Guy  Burton  Parsons,  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Parsons  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church.  Mr.  Parsons  is  in  politics  a  Democrat, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  fraternal  order  of 
Elks  in  Ravenna. 

John  Wesley  McComb,  of  Ravenna,  was 
born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  March  26, 
1833,  a  son  of  John  and  Nancy  (Dawson) 
McComb,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Con- 
necticut. His  grandparents,  David  McComb 
and  his  wife,  a  Miss  Fanata,  and  William  and 
Margaret  (Hampton)  Dawson,  all  located  in 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  an  early 
day,  and  there  his  father  was  a  contractor  and 
carpenter  many  years.  During  that  time  he 
did  a  great  deal  of  work  in  Pittsburg,  erecting 
the  first  large  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
there,  but  he  finally  bought  a  farm  in  Palmyra 
township,  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  there  he 
supplemented  his  agricultural  labors  with  work 
at  his  trade.  After  a  time  he  sold  that  place 
and  bought  a  farm  in  Edinboro  township,  and 


he  died  in  the  village  of  Edinboro  in  1890, 
while  his  wife  survived  until  the  year  of  1904. 
There  were  ten  children  in  their  family,  but 
only  the  following  are  now  living :  John  W. ; 
William,  whose  home  is  in  Long  Beach,  Cali- 
fornia; Margaret,  the  wife  of  Hiram  Tuttle 
and  a  resident  of  Ravenna;  Naaman,  also  of 
Long  Beach;  and  Wilbur,  of  Grand  Island, 
Nebraska. 

John  W.  McComb  attended  in  his  youth  the 
district  schools  near  his  early  home,  and  later 
was  a  student  in  the  academy  at  Atwater.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his  father's 
able  instructions,  and  going  to  Nebraska  City, 
Iowa,  in  1852,  he  made  his  home  in  that  city 
for  two  years,  but  in  the  meantime  he  traveled 
extensively  over  the  country.  He  was  also  a 
grocery  merchant  in  that  city,  but  returning  to 
his  father's  home  they  together  operated  a 
saw  and  planing  mill  for  some  years,  and  then 
with  his  father's  family  they  drove  across  the 
plains  to  Nebraska,  where  they  remained  for 
a  year  and  then  made  the  return  trip  with 
prairie  schooners  as  far  as  Rock  Island,  Ill- 
inois, where  they  sold  the  entire  outfit.  Con- 
tinuing on  to  Edinboro  township.  Portage 
county,  John  W.  McComb  purchased  the  old 
home  farm  of  102  and  a  fraction  acres,  and 
there  he  remained  until  1878,  but  in  the  mean- 
time he  was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  at  Oil 
City,  Pennsylvania,  for  two  years.  After  sell- 
ing the  farm  he  accepted  the  appointment  as 
superintendent  of  the  infirmary  in  Portage 
county,  Ohio,  and  held  the  office  continually 
until  1892.  During  his  connection  with  that 
institution  he  was  instrumental  in  securing 
many  needed  improvements,  and  it  was  owing 
to  his  efforts  that  the  insane  and  epileptic 
patients  were  removed  from  the  infirmary.  In 
1892  he  became  the  owner  of  twenty  acres  of 
land  just  west  of  Ravenna,  but  after  three 
years  he  sold  that  place  and  bought  three  lots 
at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Madison  streets, 
Ravenna,  where  he  has  erected  a  commodious 
and  attractive  residence.  He  also  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Kimball 
county,  Nebraska,  and  one  hundred  and  two 
acres  in  Edinboro  township,  in  addition  to 
several  lots  in  Ravenna.  During  four  years 
he  served  the  township  of  Edinboro  as  a  trus- 
tee, and  in  1908  he  was  elected  to  represent 
precinct  A   in  the  city   council   of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  McComb  married  on  the  8th  of  March, 
i860,  Emily  L.  Crane,  who  was  born  in 
Shalersville  township,  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Hira  (Kneeland)  Crane,  natives  of  Con- 
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necticut.  The  one  child  of  this  union  is  a  son, 
Ray  W.  McComb,  of  Ravenna.  The  wife  and 
mother  died  in  March,  1865,  and  in  March  of 
1888  he  married  Mary  Mack,  the  widow  of 
Joseph  Essig,  and  she  was  connected  with  the 
infirmary  in  Portage  county  at  the  same  time 
as  her  future  husband.  One  son  was  born  of 
the  second  union,  Clyde  D.,  a  business  man  in 
Rootstown  township.  Mr.  McComb  votes  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at 
Nebraska  City,  Nebraska,  and  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  in 
Ravenna. 

Hiram  Beldex. — The  sturdy  attributes  that 
designated  the  man  as  he  was,  made  the  late 
Hiram  Belden  especially  well  equipped  to  bear 
the  burdens  and  responsibilities  of  pioneer  life, 
and  his  name  merits  an  enduring  place  on  the 
roll  of  those  who  so  ably  laid  the  foundations 
for  the  advanced  civilization  and  opulent 
prosperity  now  represented  within  the  boun- 
daries of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve. 
Mr.  Belden  took  up  his  abode  in  Ohio  in  the 
year  1831,  and  here  he  continued  to  reside 
until  his  death,  having  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  civic  and  industrial  development 
and  upbuilding  of  Lorain  county,  where  his 
name  shall  long  be  held  in  revered  memory. 

Hiram  Belden  claimed  the  fine  old  Bay 
state  as  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  was  the 
scion  of  a  family  founded  in  New  England  in 
the  colonial  days.  He  was  bom  in  Sandisfield, 
Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1806,  and  he  was  reared  to  maturity 
in  his  native  state,  where  he  received  a  good 
education,  according  to  the  standard  of  the 
times.  He  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  a  daughter — Austin,  Hiram,  Stanton,  Mar- 
tin, Ensign  D.  and  Lucy  A.  Stanton  Belden 
was  a  graduate  of  Yale  College,  Massachusetts, 
and  chose  teaching  as  his  profession.  He  was 
a  successful  instructor  and  rose  high  in  his 
profession.  He  died  February  11,  1890.  Gen- 
eral C.  R.  Brayton,  of  Providence,  Rhode  Is- 
land, is  his  son-in-law.  The  other  members  of 
the  Belden  family  lived  to  a  good  old  age  and 
were  successful  and  respected  citizens.  The 
only  daughter,  Lucy  A.,  was  a  most  lovable 
Avoman.  She  had  two  daughters,  Mrs.  S.  L. 
Divar,  living  in  Wood  county,  and  the  other, 
Mrs.  E.  D.  Denslow,  in  Massachusetts.  The 
parents  of  these  Belden  children  were  Martin 
and  Prudence  Belden. 

In  an  excellent  academy  at  Westfield,  Mas- 


sachusetts, Hiram  Belden  completed  his  early 
educational  discipline,  and  in  183 1,  when  about 
twenty-four  years  of  age,  he  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  first  settling  in  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  remained  for  a  short  interval  and 
where  his  marriage  was  solemnized.  Soon 
after  this  important  event  in  his  career  he  re- 
moved to  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  county, 
where  he  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  township,  on  the  main  road 
east  of  Brownhelm  Center.  The  house  which 
he  erected  soon  after  his  arrival  is  still  stand- 
ing, and  is  not  only  in  an  excellent 
state  of  preservation,  but  is  also  one  of  the 
oldest  houses  in  Brownhelm  township,  where 
it  is  regarded  as  a  veritable  landmark.  Mr. 
Belden  was  a  man  of  superior  intellectu- 
ality and  distinct  individuality,  so  that 
he  was  well  fitted  for  leadership  in  the  commu- 
nity. He  became  well  known  as  a  successful 
and  popular  teacher  in  the  pioneer  schools,  and 
for  many  winter  terms  his  services  were  in  req- 
uisition in  the  pedagogic  profession.  He  was 
also  a  teacher  of  music,  and  he  did  a  large 
amount  of  effective  work  as  a  surveyor,  in 
which  vocation  he  was  known  for  the  accuracy 
of  his  work.  He  made  improvements  of  ex- 
cellent order  on  his  farm  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, where  he  continued  to  reside  for  many 
years.  He  finally  purchased  and  moved  to  a 
farm  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  in  Sheffield 
township,  but  a  few  years  later  he  disposed  of 
this  property  and  purchased  of  Festus  Cooley 
several  acres  of  land  now  included  in  the  city 
limits  of  Elyria.  Here  for  the  ensuing  sev- 
eral years  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming  dur- 
ing the  summer  seasons  and  in  the  winters 
taught  in  the  schools  of  the  locality.  He  even- 
tually disposed  of  his  land  in  Elyria  and  pur- 
chased a  good  residence  property  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Amherst,  which  place  continued  to  rep- 
resent his  home  throughout  the  residue  of  his 
life.  He  died  on  June  19,  1895,  while  visit- 
ing at  the  home  of  his  son,  Hiram  L.,  in  North 
Olmstead  township,  Cuyahoga  county.  His 
remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  Cleveland 
street  cemeterv  in  Amherst.  He  attained  the 
venerable  age  of  eighty-nine  years  and  retained 
to  the  last  an  excellent  control  of  his  mental 
and  physical  faculties.  Besides  his  own  imme- 
diate family  he  left  fifteen  grandchildren  and 
one  great-grandchild  to  mourn  his  sad  demise. 

Hiram  Belden  was  a  courtly,  dignified  gen- 
tleman of  the  **old  school,"  and  his  gracious- 
ness  and  affability  gained  him  warm  friends 
in  all  classes.    He  was  a  man  of  broad  men- 
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tal  ken,  and  throughout  his  long  and  use- 
ful life  he  kept  his  intellectual  powers  at  a 
high  standard,  having  been  a  close  student  and 
appreciative  reader  of  the  best  in  literature, 
and  having  at  all  times  kept  in  close  touch 
with  the  vital  questions  and  issues  of  the  hour. 
That  which  most  eminently  denoted  the  man, 
however,  was  his  exalted  integrity  and  honor 
in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  these  sterling 
attributes  made  his  influence  ever  cumulative 
in  beneficences.  His  personal  and  social  ideals 
were  of  a  high  type,  and  he  never  compromised 
with  his  conscience  for  the  sake  of  personal 
expediency.  He  had  a  high  moral  standard 
and  never  deviated  therefrom  in  the  least  par- 
ticular, though  he  was  kindly  and  tolerant  in 
his  judgment  of  others,  as  he  fully  realized 
the  springs  of  human  thought  and  action  and 
knew  the  frailties  as  well  as  the  strength  of 
those  with  whom  he  was  thrown  in  contact. 
He  tried  to  aid  and  uplift  his  fellowmen,  and 
labored  with  much  of  intellectual  and  moral 
strength  to  prove  himself  a  worthy  steward. 
He  had  a  deep  reverence  for  the  spiritual  veri- 
ties, and  attended  the  services  of  the  Baptist 
church,  of  which  his  wife  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber. He  himself  was  a  "free  thinker."  In  a 
generic  way  Mr.  Belden  was  a  staunch  advo- 
cate of  the  basic  principles  represented  by  the 
Jeffersonian  and  Jacksonian  policies  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  in  local  affairs  he  thus 
held  himself  untrammeled  by  strict  partisan 
ties.  He  voted  for  men  and  measures  meet- 
ing, the  approval  of  his  judgment,  and  he  was 
invariably  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to 
matters  of  public  polity.  He  served  for  many 
years  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  he  made 
the  office  justify  its  title.  He  also  served 
for  a  long  period  as  township  assessor  and 
as  an  appraiser  of  real  estate.  No  man  com- 
manded more  unequivocal  confidence  and  es- 
teem in  Lorain  county  than  did  this  honored 
pioneer,  and  pursuing  the  even  tenor  of  his 
way  he  found  ample  opportunity  to  wield  the 
influence  for  good  without  seeking  notoriety 
and  prominence  in  public  affairs. 

At  Austinburg,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Belden  to 
Miss  Maria  P.  Chappell,  who  was  born  in 
that  village  on  May  21,  1814,  and  who  was 
a  daughter  of  Perry  G.  T.  Chappell,  one  of 
the  very  early  settlers  of  that  county.  Mrs. 
Belden,  a  woman  of  gracious  and  gentle  per- 
sonality, "whom  to  know  was  to  love  her," 
preceded  her  husband  to  the  life  eternal,  having 
died  in  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  on  April  5, 


1883.    The  crowning  glory  of  their  lives  was 
when  the  "fiftieth  anniversary"  was  celebrated. 
The  following  are  extracts  from  the  account 
printed  in  the  Clevelatid  Leader,  November  17, 
1881 :     "The  most  brilliant  marriage  festivi- 
ties ever  witnessed  at  this  place  occurred  last 
evening   at   the   residence  of  Mr.   and   Mrs. 
Hiram  Belden,  it  being  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  their  marriage.    Their  palatial  residence  and 
that  of  a  son  nearby  were  both  filled  to  over- 
flowing.   The  ceremony  was  very  impressive. 
At  the  conclusion  the  venerable  and  esteemed 
couple  received  the  congratulations  and  hearty 
good  wishes  of  those  present,  after  which  E. 
H.  Hinman,  in  a  fitting  address,  presented  the 
old  people  a  table  loaded  with  handsome  tokens 
of  esteem,  embracing  silverware,  pictures,  gold 
coin,  a  magnificent  gold-headed  cane  for  Mr. 
Belden  and  other  mementos  from  neighbors 
and  friends.     In  closing  his  address  Mr.  Hin- 
man said:     'It  is  the  heartfelt  wish  of  us  all 
that  the  memories  of  this  night  may  brighten 
your  future  lives  "like  daisies  in  a  June  pas- 
ture" and  in  furtherance  of  the  end  desired,  I 
now,  on  behalf  of  the  donors,  present  you  these 
gifts.    Suffer  me  to  indulge  the  hope  that  this 
mark  of  our  confidence  will  meet  with  your 
approbation,  and  be  received  and  considered 
by  you  as  a  sure  pledge  of  the  esteem  of  your 
many   friends.      May  you  live  long  and  be 
happy.'  "     Full  of  emotion  Mr.  Belden  arose 
and  made  the  following  happy  reply:     "Dear 
neighbors  and  friends,  we  do  most  sincerely 
thank  you  for  your  kind  congratulations  on 
this   (to  us)   most  interesting  occasion.     For 
fifty  years  at  each  returning  anniversary  of 
our  marriage  day  we  have  celebrated  it  lov- 
ingly and  with  thanks,  but  of  all  the  days  of 
all  our  life,  save  that  of  our  nuptial  day,  this 
shines  out  the  brightest.     Our  marriage  day 
will   forever   remain   in   our  memory   as   the 
brightest  and  happiest  of  our  lives ;  and  we  en- 
tertain the  hope  fondly,  that  if  it  is  in  the  or- 
der of  nature  that  we  shall  live  again  beyond 
the  grave,  we  shall  be  reunited  and  sail  down 
life's  river  on  the  other  shore  until  it  shall 
empty  itself  into  the  great  ocean  of  Eternity 
— God  Himself.  Never  before  were  our  hearts 
stirred  as  tonight.     It's  worth  a  life  of  toil  to 
see  such  a  day  as  this.    Our  first  thoughts  and 
our  first  words  together  this  lovely  morning, 
were  thanks  to  the  great  Eternal ;  we  have 
lived  to  see  it.     Fifty  years  ago  tonight,  a 
warm,  pleasant  moonlight  night,  our  betroth- 
ment   was   ratified   by   marriage.     The   Rev. 
Henry  Cowles,  late  of  Oberlin,  was  the  offi- 
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dating  clergyman.  We  wish  we  knew,  statis- 
tically, the  comparative  number  of  the  human 
family  that  live  together  continuously  as  hus- 
band and  wife  for  fifty  years.  From  general 
observation  it  must  be  small.  This  occasion 
we  have  never  looked  forward  to,  expecting 
to  see  it  until  the  last  few  years.  And  as  the 
years  rolled  on  hope  has  continually  increased, 
so  that  tonight  we  sit  or  stand  side  by  side 
just  as  wc  did  at  the  hymeneal  altar  fifty  years 
ago.  Wc  were  both  of  us  young  and  inexpe- 
rienced m  the  world.  She  a  frail,  delicate. 
Buckeye  girl  of  a  little  over  seventeen  and 
myself  a  raw,  tall,  and  bashful  New  England 
boy  of  a  little  older. 

*'We  are  asked  to  give  on  this  occasion  all 
that  we  think  proper  to  give  on  our  life  line. 
In  looking  over  it  we  remember  some  things 
for  over  seventy  years.  On  this  life  line  we 
see  many  things  we  wish  could  be  entirely 
obliterated  from  our  memory,  and  many  things 
did  then  and  do  now  meet  our  present  appro- 
bation and  aflFord  us  much  pleasure  to  dwell 
upon  them.  Whether  our  life  as  a  whole  has 
been  a  success  in  the  pursuit  and  attainment 
of  a  happy  life  we  cannot  tell.  Mankind  are 
a  part  of  nature.  We  see  exhibited  in  nature 
every  phase  of  humanity  and  vice  versa.  In 
nature  we  have  thunder  and  lightning.  In  na- 
ture we  hear  the  roaring  hurricane,  and  we 
have  the  gentle  breeze.  We  have  the  dreary 
shadow  and  the  delightful  sunshine.  All  that 
have  we  passed  through  in  our  wedded  life. 
We  have  had  children  born  to  us  to  gladden 
our  hearts,  and  we  have  lost  children  to  sad- 
den them. 

"Still,  we  have  said  each  to  the  other,  you 
are  left  to  me,  and  that  has  given  us  our  great- 
est sunlight,  so  that  as  a  whole  our  sunshine 
and  shadow  has  been  about  in  proportion  as 
nature  gives  it  to  us  in  its  order.  And  we 
are  content.  Our  children  say  they  want  to 
know  all  they  can  of  our  early  life  and  court- 
ship, up  to  marriage.  In  response,  we  would 
say  to  them,  that  we  were  born  of  and  reared 
by  Christian  parents,  being  the  second  of  six 
children,  in  humble  life,  in  a  rural  district, 
and  so  constantly  watched  over  by  our  dear 
parents  (bless  them)  that  we  knew  not  a  sin- 
gle vice  that  curses  the  youth  of  this  day.  We 
were  never  permitted,  nor  do  we  ever  re- 
member going  out  of  an  evening  and  away 
from  home  without  asking  consent  of  one  or 
both  of  our  parents.  Our  infancy,  childhood 
and  youth,  were  passed  in  the  cradle,  the 
schoolroom,  and  on  the  farm.    All  those  days, 
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as  we  remember  them,  were  passed  pleasantly. 
We  do  wish  we  could  live  them  over  again. 
We  never  shone  as  a  ladies'  man.  Many  of 
our  schoolmates  that  came  to  maturity  at  about 
eighteen,  put  us  entirely  in  the  background 
among  the  ladies,  but  in  the  schoolroom  we 
could  sew  them  up  in  a  bag.  Our  early  days 
were  all  spent  as  above  stated  in  the  cradle, 
in  the  schoolroom  and  on  the  farm.  Our 
young,  manhood  we  brought  all  untarnished  to 
the  wife.  The  eflforts  of  our  middle  and  old 
age  have  been  given  chiefly  to  the  family,  and 
ourself,  when  it  can  no  longer  maintain  its 
identity,  we  expect  to  give  back  to  nature.  In 
looking  over  our  past  life,  it  seems  as  but  yes- 
terday, and  when  we  look  forward  to  what 
may  be  added  to  the  past,  whether  of  days  or 
weeks,  or  months,  or  years  even,  we  know  of 
a  certainty  they  must  be  few,  and  we  must 
submit  to  the  inevitable.  Now  already  the  twi- 
light begins  to  gather  about  our  heads  on  this 
side  the  river — and  the  morning  light  begins 
to  brighten  upon  the  other  shore.  Now  if  any 
of  you  have  happened  to  discover  an  anomaly 
in  the  sentiment  of  the  foregoing^  you  will  un- 
derstand that  the  one  point  represents  ourself, 
and  the  other  the  woman.  We  perceive  by  a 
singular  coincidence,  that  the  beginning  and 
ending  of  this  is— DEAR  WOMAN." 

Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Ormsby,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  the  couple,  read  the  following  poem : 

We  meet  tonight,  respected  friends. 

To  retrospect  the  past ; 
To  gather  up  its  odds  and  ends. 

The  present  to  contrast. 
Just  fifty  years  ago  today — 

The  record  tells  the  tale — 
A  fair  young  lady,  blithe  and  gay. 

Offered  herself  for  sale. 
A  young  man  present  in  the  crowd. 

Though  destitute  of  pelf. 
Stepped  forward,  and  devoutly  vowed 

For  her  to  give  himself: 
The  bargain  entered  into  then. 

With  pleasure  and  delight, 
Has,  after  two-score  years  and  ten. 

Convened  us  here  tonight ; 
To  ratify  the  solemn  vow 

The  pledge  that  then  was  given, 
Which,  as  it  seems  to  us,  somehow 

Was  ratified  in  heaven. 
An  unseen  friend  has  guided  them 

Since  that  eventful  day,  •" 

Enabled  them  life's  tide  to  stem. 

And  held  their  foes  at  bay. 
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Has  -scattered  blessings  full  and  free, 

Has  made  their  cup  run  o'er, 
Till  they  admit  His  Majesty 

An  object  to  adore. 

That  there's  a  God  who  reigns  on  high 

Is  most  distinctly  taught 
In  air  and  ocean,  earth  and  sky. 

By  Him  in  wisdom  wrought ; 
This  sovereign  God,  supremely  good. 

Ere  human  form  was  known. 
Saw  and  distinctly  understood 

Man  should  not  be  alone. 
And  when  His  crowning  work  was  done — 

That  of  imparting,  life — 
He  fashioned  still  another  one, 
•  That  man  might  have  a  wife. 
A  wife !  almost  a  duplicate 

Of  man,  to  man  was  given, 
To  be  to  him  a  true  helpmate. 

The  choicest  gift  of  Heaven ! 
Henceforth  the  twain  should  be  but  one. 

United  heart  and  hand. 
Each  striving  not  to  be  outdone, 

Whatever  the  demand ; 
For  sacrifices,  toil  and  care, 

Forbearance,  trial  and  grief; 
Nor,  will  the  truly  wedded  pair 

Withhold  the  kind  relief. 
These  statements  have  been  verified. 

As  we,  their  children,  know. 
Concerning  these,  the  groom  and  bride. 

Of  fifty  years  ago. 

Of  course,  they  have  not  always  sailed 

Upon  a  placid  sea, 
Storms  have  arisen  and  prevailed 

To  mar  their  unity. 
Still,  have  they  triumphed  o'er  each  storm. 

Subdued  the  stubborn  will. 
Removed  the  causes  of  alarm, 

And  whispered,  "Peace  be  still." 
With  gratitude  we  gaze  tonight 

Upon  this  aged  pair, 
And  count  it  our  supreme  delight 

Their  growing  ills  to  share ; 
For  in  the  slippery  paths  of  youth. 

And  childhood's  tender  years, 
They  taught  us  to  revere  the  truth 

And  hushed  our  rising  fears; 
In  all  the  petty  ills  of  life, 

So  common  to  the  child. 
Their  constant  care  and  cheerful  strife 

Our  tedious  hours  beguiled. 
In  riper  years  they've  heard  our  prayer 

When  needed  aid  was  sought. 


And  we,  their  children,  now  declare 

They  shall  not  be  forgot. 
When,  bending  'neath  the  weight  of  years, 

They  look  to  us  for  aid. 
We'll  heed  their  oft-repeated  prayers 

Immediately  when  made. 

The  little  presents  we  have  brought. 

We  trust  may  ever  prove 
Sacred  mementoes — as  they  ought — 

Of  our  unfeigned  love. 
Three  of  the  pledges  of  their  love 

Have  long  since  passed  away. 
But  if  they  share  in  realms  above 

The  light  of  endless  day, 
Why  should  we  murmur  or  complain? 

Or  mourn  our  early  loss  ? 
For,  if  our  loss  has  been  their  gain. 

We'll  glory  in  the  cross ! 
Indeed,  'twas  hard  to  part  with  those 

We  loved  so  tenderly, 
And  yet  the  future  may  disclose 

God's  warmest  sympathy. 
In  snatching  from  our  fond  embrace 

These  objects  of  our  love. 
And  our  affections  may,  by  grace. 

Our  choicest  blessings  prove! 
May  God  direct  us  day  by  day. 

And  needful  gjace  be  given. 
That  when  we,  too,  shall  pass  away, 

W^e  all  may  meet  in  Heaven. 

After  the  conclusion  of  the  formal  exercises 
the  guests  and  friends,  to  the  number  of  i6o, 
sat  down  to  a  magnificent  banquet.  Letters 
from  absent  friends  were  read  by  Mrs.  Mattie 
Long,  another  daughter,  and  the  naming  of  a 
great  grandchild,  "Alta  Pinney  Collier,"  by 
Mr.  Belden,  and  music  and  social  intercourse 
occupied  the  rest  of  the  evening.  The  Hen- 
rietta band  early  in  the  evening  appeared  on 
the  lawn  in  front  of  the  residence  and  played 
a  number  of  appropriate  airs. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Belden's  relatives  for  the  management 
of  the  wedding  and  especial  mention  should 
be  made  of  Mrs.  Hattie  S.  Delker,  of  Ver- 
milion, for  her  untiring  efforts  in  her  parents' 
behalf.  Meeded  merit  was  also  won  by  all. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Spitzer,  who  managed  the  formal 
exercises  of  the  evening,  deserves  special  praise 
for  the  masterly  manner  in  which  he  performed 
his  duties. 

The  nine  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belden 
are :  Perry  Stanton  Belden,  the  eldest  of  the 
children,  who  was  a  farmer  by  vocation  and  a 
resident  of  the  state  of  Michigan  at  the  time 
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of  his  death;  Mary  M.,  a  fine  scholar,  died 
May  6,  185 1,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years; 
Lucy  A.  is  the  wife  of  Conrad  G.  Ormsby, 
of  Amherst,  Lorain  county ;  Martha  J.  is  more 
specifically  mentioned  in  an  appending  para- 
graph ;  Ellen  E.,  who  was  her  mother's  twenty- 
eighth  birthday  gift,  is  the  widow  of  Edward 
R.  Huene  and  resides  in  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia; Harriet  S.,  who  was  a  fine  artist,  be- 
came the  wife  of  Henry  G.  Delker  and  died 
in  Amherst,  Ohio,  on  June  9,  1901 ;  F.  An- 
toinette, a  lovely  girl,  died  November  22,  1865, 
at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ;  Hiram  L.  is  a  rep- 
resentative farmer  in  North  Olmstead  town- 
ship, Cuyahoga  county;  and  Halsey  W.  is  a 
resident  of  Amherst,  this  county. 

Martha  J.  Belden,  the  fourth  child  and  third 
daughter  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  me- 
moir, was  born  and  reared  in  Lorain  county, 
and  she  received  excellent  educational  advan- 
tages, having  taught  in  the  district  schools  a 
number  of  terms  while  in  her  youth.  In  1866 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  David  Long,  who 
died  May  26,  1878,  and  was  respected  and 
revered  by  a  large  circle  of  friends ;  he  is  sur- 
vived by  no  children.  On  July  15,  1882,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mrs.  Long  to  John 
P.  Jenne,  who  was  born  at  Amherst,  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  on  May  i,  1832,  and  who  was 
a  son  of  Ansel  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Jenne. 
John  P.  Jenne  became  one  of  the  successful 
agriculturists  and  influential  citizens  of  his  na- 
tive county  and  was  a  great  lover  of  fine 
horses.  He  continued  to  reside  in  Amherst 
until  his  death.  He  was  called  upon  to  serve 
in  various  positions  of  public  trust  in  the  com- 
munity, including  that  of  mayor  of  Amherst, 
assessor  for  many  years  and  justice  of  the 
peace.  He  was  well  known  throughout  the 
county,  where  he  commanded  unqualified  pop- 
ular confidence  and  esteem.  He  died  on  De- 
cember 27,  1905,  as  the  result  of  burns  re- 
ceived, whereby  he  gave  up  his  life  in  at- 
tempting to  save  his  horses  while  fighting  a 
fire  that  destroyed  his  barns.  His  tragic  death 
was  deeply  deplored  in  the  community  in 
which  he  had  so  long  maintained  his  home  and 
in  which  he  had  ever  borne  an  unblemished 
reputation,  and  the  oration  given  at  his  last 
services  by  Mayor  F.  J.  King,  of  Lorain,  gives 
but  a  faint  glimpse  of  his  real  worth.  He 
said :  "Could  the  kind  and  humane  deeds  and 
acts  of  our  brother  be  known,  it  would  fill  this 
room  with  lovely  flowers  and  their  fragrance 
would  be  far-reaching  and  lasting,  when  be- 
ing wafted  and  borne  on  the  winds  to  his 


many  friends  that  he  so  loved  and  helped 
while  here."  Of  his  five  children  born  to  him 
by  his  former  wife,  who  was  Ann  Eliza  Sher- 
man, three  are  still  living.  Cora  L.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Luther  McQueen;  Rose  M.,  who  is 
unmarried,  and  Mattie  E.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
B.  K.  Lindsley,  of  Brownhelm.  He  left  four 
grandchildren.  He  was  a  staunch  adherent  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  identified  with  vari- 
ous fraternal  and  social  organizations.  He  be- 
lieved in  the  Christian  faith  and  worshipped, 
but  was  not  formally  a  member  of  the  Unity 
church.  It  is  also  the  belief  of  his  widow,  who 
still  resides  in  Amherst,  where  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  a  wide  circle  of  devoted  and  es- 
teemed friends.  .  She  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  best  religious  and  social  life  of  the  com- 
munity and  is  a  women  of  gracious  refinement 
and  winning  personality.  To  Mrs.  Jenne,  for 
her  kindly  beneficence,  "all  honor  is  due"  in 
giving  and  arranging  the  memoirs  commemo- 
rative to  those  we  have  given  in  this  biog- 
raphy. 

Dr.  Edward  V.  Hug,  of  Lorain,  Ohio,  was 
born  at  Navarre,  Ohio,  May  12,  1869,  ^"d  is  a 
son  of  Victor  U.  and  Sarah  (Dagen)  Hug. 
Victor  Hug  was  born  in  Switzerland,  in  1838, 
and  his  wife  at  Navarre,  Ohio,  in  1845 ;  both 
now  reside  at  Navarre. 

After  graduating  from  the  Navarre  schools 
Dr.  Hug  taught  school  one  year,  and  attended 
Mount  Union  College  at  Alliance,  Ohio,  in  the 
years  of  1889-90.  In  1893  he  graduated  from 
the  JeflFerson  Medical  College  in  Philadelphia, 
and  in  a  competitive  examination  of  125  appli- 
cants Dr..  Hug  was  appointed  resident  phy- 
sician of  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  which  post 
he  filled  until  September  i,  1894,  when  he  lo- 
cated in  Lorain,  settling  there  in  December  of 
that  year.  He  served  on  the  staflF  6f  St. 
Joseph's  Hospital,  of  Lorain,  from  its  organi- 
zation until  the  spring  of  1909,  when  he  re- 
signed. 

Dr.  Hug  is  a  man  of  ability  and  experience 
in  his  chosen  field  for  a  young  physician,  and 
is  universally  respected  and  esteemed.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Lorain  County 
Medical  Society  in  1896,  was  its  first  secretary 
and  also  served  as  president.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society.  In 
May,  1901,  he  was  appointed  health  officer  of 
Lorain  City,  and  he  still  holds  that  important 
and  responsible  office.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Lorain  Library  Board,  and  belongs  to  the 
American  Public   Health    Association,  inter- 
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national  in  its  character,  also,  to  the  National 
Tuberculosis  Congress.  Fraternally  he  is  affili- 
ated with  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Cath- 
olic Mutual  Benefit  Association,  the  Knights 
of  St.  John,  Woodmen  of  the  World  and 
Eagles.  He  belongs  to  St.  Joseph  Roman 
Catholic  church.    Dr.  Hug  is  unmarried. 

Richard  Edward  Sheldon  is  a  lumber 
dealer  in  Wellington.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington county,  Kansas,  near  the  city  of  Hol- 
lenberg,  on  December  22,  1868,  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Mary  (Dunnick)  Sheldon,  the  father 
born  in  Pittsfield  township,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  and  the  mother  in  Indiana.  William 
Sheldon  served  in  the  Civil  war  as  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  F,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry,  and 
after  the  close  of  the  war  he  moved  to  Kan- 
sas and  subsequently  to  Illinois,  where  he  is 
yet  living. 

Richard  E.  Sheldon  was  bereft  of  his 
mother  when  but  a  child,  and  after  her  death 
he  was  reared  by  his  maternal  grandparents 
until  he  attained  his  sixth  year.  He  came  to 
Wellington  in  1883,  and  during  the  follow- 
ing six  years  he  worked  on  farms  in  this  vi- 
cinity, returning  at  the  close  of  that  period 
to  Illinois,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  of  his  father.  After  about  a  couple  of 
years  in  Illinois  he  returned  to  Wellington, 
was  next  in  the  west  for  a  time,  and  return- 
ing once  more  to  this  city  he  took  up  the 
carpenter's  trade.  He  worked  as  a  carpenter 
for  one  man  for  eleven  years,  and  he  then 
engaged  in  the  business  for  himself,  and  in  the 
intervening  time  has  built  many  of  Welling- 
ton's leading  structures.  On  January  6,  1905, 
he  began  business  as  a  lumber  merchant  in 
this  city. 

Mr.  Sheldon  married  Sarah  Alida  Ware, 
born  in  Missouri  but  they  were  married  in 
Wellington,  and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Sophronia  (Wray)  Ware. 

Harry  Clyde  Brooks. — Prominent  among 
the  native-born  citizens  of  Painesville,  Lake 
county,  who  have  won  honor  and  distinction, 
is  Harry  Clyde  Brooks,  who  has  met  with 
unqualified  success  as  an  instructor  in  voice 
culture  and  artistic  singing,  being  now  at  the 
head  of  the  musical  department  of  Lake  Erie 
College.  His  voice  is  a  flexible  tenor  of  the 
most  brilliant  and  sympathetic  quality,  fresh 
and  clear,  and  invariably  in  tune. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  born  February  15,  1859, 
in  Painesville,  Ohio,  a  son  of  the  late  John 


Franklin  Brooks,  coming  from  honored  New 
England  ancestry,  who  trace  their  descent 
through  various  branches  of  the  family  from 
the  Pilgrim  fathers  who  came  over  in  the  May- 
flower. His  father  was  born  in  North  Adams, 
Massachusetts,  in  1832.  Learning  the  paint- 
er's trade,  he  became  master  painter  for  the 
Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway 
Company,  and  having  settled  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  served  in  that  capacity  for  fifty-three 
consecutive  years.  He  married  in  1857,  in 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  Antoinette  Jenkins,  who 
was  born  in  Concord,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  in 
1835,  a  daughter  of  William  B.  and  Harriet 
(Huntoon)  Jenkins.  She  died  in  1885,  but 
he  lived  many  years  longer,  passing,  away  in 
1904. 

Receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Painesville,  Harry  C.  Brooks  sub- 
sequently entered  Oberlin  College,  and  in  1881 
was  graduated  from  the  Oberlin  Conservatory 
of  Music,  where  he  was  thoroughly  trained  ia 
piano,  theory  and  voice.  Going  to  Galesburg, 
Illinois,  in  1882,  he  filled  the  position  of  mu- 
sical director  at  Knox  College  for  a  year, 
when  he  resigned  in  order  to  continue  his 
studies  abroad.  Going  to  Milan,  Italy,  in 
1883,  Mr.  Brooks  was  for  two  years  under 
the  private  tutorship  of  Signor  Antonio  San- 
giovanni,  of  the  Royal  Conservatory,  with  him 
studying  the  tenor  roles  of  twenty-five  operas, 
besides  various  songs  and  arias.  At  the  same 
time  he  studied  dramatic  action  with  Signor 
Francesco  Mottino,  while  he  took  lessons  in 
the  Italian  and  French  languages  of  Madame 
Gaetana  Bogoni.  In  1885,  after  taking  part 
in  an  artists'  recital  at  the  Roval  Conserva- 
tory,  he  returned  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  the 
following  three  years  was  a  teacher  in  the 
Conservatory  of  Music  in  that  city.  Wish- 
ing to  still  further  perfect  himself  in  his  art, 
Mr.  Brooks  went,  in  1888,  to  Berlin,  Germany, 
where  for  several  months  he  made  a  special 
study  of  German  songs  and  arias  under  the 
instruction  of  Madame  L.  Heritte-Viardot, 
and  on  his  return  to  America  resumed  in- 
struction in  voice  culture  and  artistic  sing- 
ing. 

Assuming  the  charge  of  the  Bach  Society 
of  the  Woodland  Avenue  Presbyterian  church, 
Cleveland,  in  1890,  Mr.  Brooks  gave  concerts 
and  pupils'  recitals  in  that  city  for  three  years, 
gaining  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  instructor 
of  the  voice.  Ill  health  causing  him  then  to 
retire  to  the  country,  he  taught  private  pupils 
for  a  time,  in  1898  accepting  his  present  posi- 
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tion  as  head  of  the  music  department  of  Lake 
Erie  College  in  Painesville.  In  this  capacity 
Mr.  Brooks  has  met  with  notable  success,  the 
growth  of  the  department,  in  which  the  courses 
of  music  are  systematically  arranged,  accord- 
ing to  the  most  approved  conservatory  meth- 
ods, having  been  almost  phenomenal. 

Since  Mr.  Brooks  took  charge  of  the  de- 
partment many  artists  of  distinction  have  vis- 
ited the  college,  and  have  been  enthusiastically 
greeted  by  the  pupils  and  patrons,  among 
those  more  especially  worthy  of  note  having 
been  such  leaders  in  the  musical  world  as 
Messrs.  Joseph  Slivinski  and  Leopold  Godow- 
sky;  Fraulein  Aus  der  Ohe  and  Mrs.  Fannie 
Bloomfield-Zeisler ;  Mr.  E.  A.  MacDowell; 
Mme.  Maud  Powell,  Mrs.  Leonora  Jackson, 
Miss  Bertha  Bucklin  and  Miss  Lillian  Little- 
hales;  Messrs.  Alexander  Guilmant,  Freder- 
ick Archer,  Samuel  P.  Warren,  Edwin  Le- 
mare,  William  Carl,  Francis  F.  Powers,  Will- 
iam Rieger,  Max  Heinrich,  and  Dr.  Carl 
Dufft;  Miss  Julia  Heinrich,  Herbert  Wither- 
spoon  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Ford. 

Mr.  Brooks  has  achieved  some  reputation 
as  a  soloist,  having  taken  the  principal -part 
many  times  in  "Elijah,"  the  "Messiah,"  Gou- 
nod's "Messe  Solennelle  to  Saint  Cecilia,"  and 
other  works  of  a  like  character ;  while  in  con- 
certs and  recitals  he  has  appeared  on  the  pro- 
gramme with  such  talented  artists  as  Mrs. 
Corinne  Moore-Lawson,  Christine  Nielson, 
Myron  W.  Whitney  and  many  others. 

An  extensive  traveler,  Mr.  Brooks  keeps 
himself  in  close  touch  with  the  most  advanced 
methods  used  in  teaching  the  various  branches 
of  music,  frequently  visiting  Boston,  New 
York  and  other  musical  centers  of  our  own 
country,  and  has  listened  to  concerts  and  op- 
eras in  all  of  the  larger  European  cities  and 
countries  during  his  trips  through  England, 
Scotland,  France,  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany, 
Austria,  Switzerland  and  Italy.  In  1902,  after 
a  visit  to  Bayreuth  and  Munich,  he  gave  lec- 
tures, illustrated  by  stereopticon  views^  on 
Richard  Wagner  and  the  Bayreuth  Festival, 
which  were  exceedingly  interesting  and  in- 
structive. Mr.  Brooks  has  written  and  pub- 
lished music  for  use  in  his  own  work,  and 
has  compiled  works  on  theory  and  harmony 
for  his  classes.  He  has  been  ver>'  success- 
ful as  a  director  of  church  choirs  and  vocal 
clubs,  and  his  pupils  have  held  prominent  posi- 
tions in  the  choirs  of  different  churches  in 
Cleveland,  and  have  also  won  favor  in  con- 
certs and  oratorios. 


In  1905  Mr.  Brooks  undertook  an  elaborate 
tour  of  two  years  around  the  world,  traveling 
extensively  throughout  nearly  all  of  the  great 
civilized  countries,  and  afterward  lived  some 
time  in  Paris. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Brooks  is  inde- 
pendent, being  without  party  affiliations.  He 
is  not  connected  by  membership  with  any  re- 
ligious organization,  and  belongs  to  no  secret 
society.  At  present  he  resides  in  Painesville, 
Ohio,  and  has  a  music  studio  in  Cleveland. 
He  has  never  married. 

Henry  B.  Hamlin. — Prominent  among  the 
best  known  and  highly  respected  citizens  of 
Wellington  is  Henry  B.  Hamlin,  whose  father, 
Alamanza  Hamlin,  was  a  pioneer  settler  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  and  for  many  years  a  val- 
ued resident  of  Huron  county.  He  comes 
from  honored  New  England  ancestry,  being 
a  lineal  descendant  of  one  James  Hamlin, 
who  emigrated  from  London,  England,  in 
1639,  becoming  one  of  the  original  settlers  of 
Barnstable,  Massachusetts,  where,  according 
to  early  records,  he  was  a  landholder. 

The  descendants  of  James  Hamlin,  the  emi- 
grant ancestor,  became  scattered  throughout 
the  country,  some  of  his  more  immediate  ones 
locating  in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  where  Dea- 
con Benjamin  Hamlin,  the  grandfather  of 
Henry  B.,  was  born,  his  birth  occurring  in 
1760.  He  married  Deborah  Rowley,  who  was 
born  in  1762.  Deacon  Hamlin  lived  about 
three-score  years,  his  death  occurring  October 
6,  1820,  but  his  widow  survived  him  many 
years,  passing  away  September  8,  1848,  at  a 
venerable  age.  Of  the  twelve  children  born 
to  Deacon  and  Mrs.  Hamlin,  four  died  in  early 
childhood,  Alamanza,  the  eleventh  child,  be- 
ing the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Alamanza  Hamlin  was  born  November  21, 
1797,  in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  and  was  there 
brought  up  and  educated.  Coming  to  the 
Western  Reserve  as  a  young  man  he  bought 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Huron  and  Lorain  coun- 
ties, and  from  the  forest  improved  a  good 
homestead,  on  which  was  spent  his  remaining 
years,  dying  January  i,  1854.  He  married 
Mary  R.  Webster,  who  belonged  to  a  promi- 
nent family  of  that  name  in  Wellington,  Lo- 
rain county,  Ohio,  their  marriage  being  sol- 
emnized May  13,  1847.  She  survived  him 
many  years,  her  death  occurring  January  4, 
1899.  Three  children  were  born  to  them, 
namely:  David,  born  May  8,  1849,  ^^^^  ^^ 
April,  1859;  Henry  B.,  the  special  subject  of 
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this  brief  biographical  sketch;  and  William, 
born  January  4,  1853,  d^^^  in  1854. 

Henry  B.  Hamlin,  born  October  5,  1850, 
lived  on  the  home  farm  until  1858,  when  he 
came  with  his  widowed  mother  to  Wellington 
to  live.  He  subsequently  began  his  early  stud- 
ies in  the  public  schools  of  this  place,  and 
afterward  attended  Oberlin  Commercial  Insti- 
tute in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  and  Berea  College  in 
Berea,  Kentucky.  On  his  return  to  Welling- 
ton, Mr.  Hamlin  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
a  dry  goods  store  for  a  year  or  two,  after 
which  he  was  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Wellington  for  about  a  year.  Embarking 
then  in  the  grain  business,  he  carried  it  on 
successfully  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  In 
March,  1883,  Mr.  Hamlin  made  a  decided 
change  of  occupation  and  residence,  going  to 
Wadena,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business  as  a  lumber  dealer  and  farmer 
for  seven  years,  being  exceedingiy  prosperous 
in  his  operations.  Removing  then  to  Tennes- 
see, he  lived  in  Knoxville  for  two  years,  from 
there  coming,  in  the  spring  of  1893,  to  Wel- 
lington, where  he  spent  a  year.  Returning 
to  Minnesota  in  March,  1894,  Mr.  Hamlin 
located  in  Duluth,  where  he  purchased  a  seat 
in  the  Duluth  Board  of  Trade.  A  few  months 
later,  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  his  mother, 
who  made  her  home  with  him,  he  returned  to 
his  old  home  in  Wellington,  where  he  has  since 
resided. 

Although  not  engaged  in  active  business 
pursuits,  Mr.  Hamlin  has  been  financially  in- 
terested in  the  extensive  business  of  The  Horr- 
Warner  Company  since  1894,  when  he  bought 
the  stock  of  the  late  C.  W.  Horr,  one  of  its 
founders,  and  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
company  has  been  one  of  its  directors. 

On  January  8,  1873,  Mr.  Hamlin  married 
Abbie  C,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Rollin 
A.  Horr.  She  was  born  July  15,  1854,  in 
Huntington,  Lorain  county,  where  her  father 
was  for  many  years  a  man  of  prominence. 
Removing  with  his  family  from  Huntington 
to  Wellington  in  1864,  Rollin  A.  Horr  assisted 
in  that  year  in  the  organization  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Wellington,  and  the  follow- 
ing twenty-seven  years  served  as  its  cashier, 
afterward  becoming  its  vice-president.  Mr. 
Horr  was  also  a  member  of  the  W.  R.  Sant- 
ley  &  Co.  lumber  firm^  and  of  the  Clarksfield 
Stone  Company.  Prominent  and  influential  in 
political  circles,  Mr.  Horr  served  as  a  Re- 
publican member  of  the  Ohio  state  senate  in 
1880,  1 88 1,  1882  and  1883,  while  from  Octo- 


ber 8,  1891,  until  June  i,  1893,  he  was  a  spe- 
cial employe  of  the  United  States  treasury  de- 
partment, serving  under  Secretary  Foster.  Mr. 
Horr  married  in  1853  Sarah  A.  Ames,  and  the 
children  were:  Abbie  C,  Roswell  P.,  Rollin 
C,  Walter  S.,  Warner  M.,  Charles  P.,  Nell 
A.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  Septem- 
ber 23,  1909. 

Arkinson  B.  Pond. — The  substantial  and 
esteemed  citizens  of  New  London,  Huron 
county,  have  no  better  representative  than  Ar- 
kinson Pond,  who  is  now  serving  his  fourth 
term  as  postmaster  of  this  city.  A  son  of 
Rev.  Vallorus  Pond,  he  was  born  June  15, 
1855,  in  Batemantown,  Knox  county,  Ohio. 
He  comes  from  distinguished  Revolutionary 
stock,  and  his  great-great-grandfather,  Dan- 
iel Patriark  Pond,  who  reared  thirteen  sons 
and  three  daughters,  fiad  nine  sons  in  the 
Revolutionary  army,  among  them  being  his 
son,  William,  next  in  line  of  descent. 
WiUiam  Pond  spent  a  large  part  of  his  life, 
if  not  all  of  it,  in  Vermont,  and  there  his  son, 
Charles,  grandfather  of  Arkinson  Pond,  was 
born. 

Charles  Pond,  inheriting  the  spirit  of  pa- 
triotism that  inspired  his  father  and  uncles, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  About 
1816  he  migrated  to  Ohio,  making  the  journey 
with  ox  teams.  Locating,  in  Knox  county,  he 
bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  in  Berlin  town- 
ship, paying  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents 
an  acre  for  it.  Clearing  an  opening  in  the  for- 
est, he  built  a  rude  loe  cabin,  putting  in  a  split 
puncheon  floor,  and  made  all  of  the  furniture 
with  which  it  was  supplied,  fitting  it  up  in  fine 
style  for  his  bride.  There  were  neither  rail- 
ways nor  canals ;  in  fact,  no  public  thorough- 
fares, all  travel  being  over  trails  marked  by 
blazed  trees.  Deer,  bears,  wolves  and  all 
kinds  of  game  native  to  this  section  were  abun- 
dant, oftentimes  furnishing  the  chief  subsist- 
ence of  the  pioneers.  There  being  no  stoves, 
all  cooking  was  done  by  the  fireplace,  and 
there  being  no  mills,  grain  was  pounded  in  a 
mortar.  Having  by  means  of  untiring,  indus- 
try cleared  quite  a  portion. of  his  land,  Charles 
Pond  remained  there  until  about  1855,  when 
he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Indiana.  Buying 
land  in  Whitley  county,  he  was  there  engaged 
in  general  farming  until  his  death,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-nine  years.  He  married  Hannah 
Kirby,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  Ohio.  She  died  about 
1829,  leaving  eight  children. 
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Rev.  \'allorus  Pond  was  born  November 
21  y  1 82 1,  in  Berlin  township,  Knox  county, 
where  he  was  reared  and  educated  and  sub- 
sequently learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler.  He 
was  converted  in  his  youth,  united  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  later  became 
a  preacher  in  that  denomination.  He  joined 
the  Ohio  conference  and  held  pastorates  in  va- 
rious places  in  the  state,  including  among  oth- 
ers Antwerp,  Cardington,  Shiloh  and  Wester- 
ville,  being  active  in  the  ministry  for  forty 
years.  He  spent  the  latter  years  of  life  on  his 
farm  in  Middlebury-  township,  dying  there 
in  1883.  He  married  Emma  Bateman,  who 
was  born  in  Batemantown,  Knox  county,  June 
15,  1821.  Her  father,  Alvin  Bateman,  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont,  came  across  the  country  to 
Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  18 16,  bought  land  in 
Middlebury  township  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness  built  a  log  cabin  for  the  first  resi- 
dence of  the  familv.  He  lived  to  clear  two 
nice  farms,  to  replace  the  cabin  with  a  sub- 
stantial frame  house  and  built  a  good  barn 
and  other  necessary  farm  buildings,  in  addi- 
tion setting  out  various  kinds  of  fruit  trees. 
He  died  in  1857,  while  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Flora  Sampson,  survived  him,  pass- 
ing away  at  the  age  of  ninety  years.  She,  also, 
was  born  and  bred  in  the  Green  Mountain 
state.  Mrs.  Emma  (Bateman)  Pond  died  in 
1875.  She  reared  eight  children,  namely: 
Caroline,  Alvin,  Dell,  Helen,  Clara,  Arkinson 
B.,  Mary  and  Charles. 

Arkinson  B.  Pond  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  and  at  Waterford  Academy.  Be- 
ginning his  active  career  as  clerk  in  a  New 
London  dry  goods  store,  he  was  thus  employed 
a  nnml)cr  of  years.  In  1897  he  was  appointed 
])<)Stniaslcr  of  Xcw  London  by  President  Mc- 
Kinley,  and  has  since  been  twice  reappointed 
l)v  President  Roosevelt  and  also  bv  President 
Taft,  his  length  of  service  in  this  position 
showing  conclusively  that  his  labors  are  ap- 
l)rcciated  by  the  general  public. 

Mr.  Pond  married,  in  1885,  Sallie  Mackey. 
She  was  born  in  Harmony,  New  Jersey,  a 
(laughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Gorman) 
Mackey.  who  came  from  New  Jersey,  their 
native  state,  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Sandusky. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pond  had  two  children,  M. 
Owalette  and  Isadore  F.  Politically  Mr.  Pond 
is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party.  Fraternally  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Flora  Lodge,  No.  260,  F.  &  A.  M. ; 
of  Xew  London  Lodge,  No.  615,  L  O.  O.  F. ; 
of  Chadsey  Encampment,  Xo.  275 ;  of  Lodge 


No.  51,  D.  of  R.;  and  of  Carnation  Lodge, 
^o-  734»  K.  of  P.  Mrs.  Pond  died  June  5, 
1909. 

Benjamin  Stevens^  one  of  the  pioneer 
cloth  manufacturers  of  Warren,  Ohio,  and  for 
many  years  a  prominent  business  man  of  that 
city,  was  born  in  Old  Canaan,  Connecticut, 
July  2,  1788.  The  deceased  was  a  lineal  de- 
scendant of  Henry  Stevens,  who  settled  at 
Stonington,  Connecticut,  as  early  as  1668,  and 
took  part  in  King  Philip's  war.  Jonathan 
Stevens,  the  father  of  Benjamin  Stevens,  was 
also  a  native  of  Old  Canaan,  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  born  March  7,  1767.  After  his 
marriage  he  moved  to  Luzerne  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  thence  in  1799  to  Addison 
county,  Vermont.  Being  within  the  active 
field  of  operation  in  the  war  of  1812,  he 
joined  the  American  forces  when  the  British 
invaded  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Champlain 
and  was  one  of  the  participants  in  the  battle 
of  Plattsburg.  At  this  time  and  for  many 
years  previously,  he  had  owned  and  operated 
a  farm  on  Lake  Champlain.  Later  in  life  he 
settled  at  Newton  Falls,  Ohio,  where  he  passed 
his  remaining  years.  His  first  wife  was  Susan 
Wells,  and  she  was  of  an  old  Connecticut  fam- 
ily prominent  in  the  colonial  history  of  the 
county.  She  was  a  granddaughter  of  General 
Bur  rail,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  she  died 
in  Vermont.  Afterward  Jonathan  Stevens 
married  a  second  time. 

When  fourteen  years  of  age,  Benjamin 
Stevens,  of  this  review,  was  apprenticed  to  a 
manufacturer  of  cloth,  and  having  mastered 
the  industry  and  business  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  cloth  himself.  During  the 
progress  of  the  war  of  1812  the  demand  for 
this  product  was  large  and  the  business  was 
very  profitable,  but  with  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  and  the  withdrawal  of  the  army  from  the 
field  the  demand  fell  off  so  greatly  that  his 
enterprise  suffered,  in  common  with  that  of 
other  like  manufacturers.  In  1816  Mr. 
Stevens  decided  to  settle  in  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river.  He  first  landed  at 
Fairport,  in  the  Western  Reserve,  but  finally 
settled  at  Warren,  Ohio.  He  there  purchased 
two  mills  that  were  then  in  operation,  and  en- 
gaged extensively  in  the  making  of  satinettes 
and  fulled  cloth.  Later,  his  brothers,  Charles 
and  Augustus,  became  associated  with  him 
and  the  three  continued  in  profitable  business 
for  several  years.  Benjamin  Stevens  was 
actively  engaged  in  business  at  Warren   for 
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thirty  years,  until  1846,  when  he  disposed  of 
his  interests  and  was  able  to  retire  from  active 
life.  He  died  July  31,  1884.  The  deceased 
was  certainly  a  remarkable  man  in  many  re- 
spects, for  despite  his  long  and  strenuous 
labors  he  retained  his  robust  health  until  the 
last,  and  was  also  bright  and  cheerful  men- 
tally. He  was  married  in  1825  to  Mary  Case, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  a  daughter  of  Me- 
shach  Case,  her  father  being  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  removing  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Warren,  Ohio,  in  1800.  Mr.  Case  is  recorded 
in  northwestern  history  as  being  the  third  set- 
tler at  that  point,  and  the  land  which  he  im- 
proved now  adjoins  the  city  of  Warren.  Be- 
fore marriage  his  wife  was  Magdalena  Eck- 
stein, a  native  of  Virginia  and  of  German 
descent.  Mr.  Stevens'  faith  was  that  of  Meth- 
odism and  in  the  work  of  the  denomination 
he  was  long  prominent  throughout  his  mature 
life,  being  for  about  fifty  years  a  class  leader 
in  the  local  organizations,  and  it  may  be  added 
with  decision  that  his  morality  and  every  de- 
tail of  his  life  were  in  strict  accord  with  that 
of  his  profession. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Stevens  became  the 
parents  of  five  children :  Benjamin,  Jr.,  Mary, 
Harriet,  Lucy  Wells  and  Leonard  Eckstein. 
Mary  and  Harriet  have  been  lifelong  residents 
of  Warren,  Ohio ;  Benjamin,  Jr.,  died  in  child- 
hood ;  Leonard  E.  died  when  twenty-two  years 
of  age;  and  Lucy  Wells  married  Emerson 
Opdycke.  Her  husband  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
war  and  entered  the  service  as  lieutenant, 
but  was  promoted  for  his  gallant  and  faithful 
conduct  to  brigadier-general.  He  is  now  de- 
ceased and  his  widow  resides  in  New  York. 

Peter  Fiebach,  of  this  review,  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  landholders  and  most  suc- 
cessful representatives  of  the  great  industry 
of  agriculture  to  be  found  within  the  borders 
of  the  beautiful  county  of  Lorain,  with  whose 
annals  the  family  name  has  been  identified  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  and  which  has  been 
the  home  of  Mr.  Fiebach  since  his  boyhood. 
His  career  has  been  marked  by  consecutive 
industry  and  invincible  integrity  of  purpose, 
and  thus  his  success  is  the  more  gratifying 
to  contemplate,  as  it  has  been  worthily  won. 
He  holds  a  secure  vantage-place  in  the  esteem 
of  the  community  which  has  been  the  scene 
and  stage  of  his  well  directed  endeavors,  and 
his  status  is  such  as  to  eminently  entitle  him 
to  special  recognition  within  the  pages  of  this 


work,  dedicated,  as  it  is,  to  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  its  people. 

Peter  Fiebach  was  born  at  Breidenbach,  on 
the  river  Fulda,  in  Kreis  Rodenburg,  Ger- 
many, and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Anna 
(Schaub)  Fiebach.  He  was  a  boy  of  about 
fourteen  years  at  the  time  of  the  family  immi- 
gration to  America,  and  in  1853  his  father 
took  up  his  residence  in  Lorain  county.  The 
financial  resources  of  Philip  Fiebach  were  lim- 
ited, and  upon  coming  to  this  country  he  pur- 
chased merely  one  acre  of  land,  upon  the  bank 
of  the  Vermilion  river.-  Upon  this  little  plot 
of  ground  he  established  the  family  home.  He 
secured  employment  on  the  farm  of  Elisha 
Swift  and  while  he  gave  himself  with  all  of 
energy  and  fidelity  to  the  work  in  hand  he 
was  extremely  frugal  and  economical,  and 
after  a  time  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  a 
small  tract  of  land  and  to  engage  in  farming 
on  his  own  account.  Indefatigable  in  his 
labors  and  moved  by  definite  ambition  to  press 
forward  to  the  goal  of  independence  and  suc- 
cess, he  carefully  conserved  his  resources  and 
as  opportunity  aflForded  he  added  to  his  landed 
holdings  from  time  to  time  until  he  finally  be- 
came the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate  of  200 
acres,  a  portion  of  which  was  in  Henrietta 
and  Brownhelm  townships,  Lorain  county,  and 
the  remainder  in  Florence  township,  Erie 
county.  Mr.  Fiebach  exemplified  the  energy, 
industry  and  pragmatic  ability  so  character- 
istic of  the  sturdy  German  race,  which  has 
contributed  a  most  valuable  element  to  the 
complex  social  fabric  of  our  American  repub- 
lic, and  he  brought  his  land  under  most  effec- 
tive cultivation,  developing  the  same  into  one 
of  the  most  valuable  agricultural  tracts  in  this 
favored  section  of  the  state.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  he  made  of  success  not  an  accident 
but  a  logical  result,  and  he  so  ordered  his  life 
in  all  its  relations  as  to  merit  and  retain  the 
inviolable  esteem  of  his  fellow  men.  About 
six  years  prior  to  his  demise  he  removed  from 
his  fine  old  homestead  farm  to  the  village  of 
Vermilion,  where  he  lived  retired  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  24th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1879,  at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years  and 
nine  months.  His  first  wife,  Anna  (Schaub) 
Fiebach,  died  in  Brownhelm  township  in  1866, 
having  proved  a  devoted  companion  and  help- 
meet, and  both  were  consistent  and  zealous 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Association.  For 
his  second  wife,  Philip  Fiebach  married  Mrs. 
Anna  Will,  who  survived  him  by  several  years. 
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Concerning  the  seven  sons  of  the  first  mar- 
riage the  following  brief  data  are  given :  Two 
died  in  infancy,  before  the  family  immigra- 
tion to  America;  George  is  a  resident  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Michigan ;  Peter  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Augustus  resides  in  Florence 
township,  Erie  county,  Ohio;  Adam  maintains 
his  home  at-  Nashville,  Michigan ;  and  Martin 
is  a  resident  of  Metamora,  Fulton  county, 
Ohio. 

Peter  Fiebach  early  learned  the  lessons  of 
practical  industry  and  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  limited  to  an  attendance  in  the 
district  schools  for  three  weeks.  When  but 
fourteen  years  of  age  he  became  a  farm  work- 
man for  the  Swift  family,  of  Henrietta  town- 
ship, on  the  Vermilion  river,  and  that  his  serv- 
ices did  not  lack  appreciation  is  evident  when 
recognition  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  he  con- 
tinued in  the  employ  of  this  family  for  the 
long  period  of  fourteen  years.  Improvidence 
has  characterized  no  stage  of  his  career,  and 
he  has  never  lacked  appreciation  of  the  value 
as  well  as  the  dignity  of  honest  toil  and  en- 
deavor, so  that  he  has  worked  toward  definite 
ends  and  has  bent  his  energies  to  the  securing 
of  an  honorable  competency  through  worthy 
means.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he  pur- 
chased the  old  homestead  farm,  which  at  that 
time  comprised  104  acres,  and  here  he  has 
since  maintained  his  home,  while  the  passing 
years  have  brought  to  him  generous  pros- 
perity. Upon  purchasing  his  father's  farm  he 
assumed  a  heavv  burden  of  indebtedness,  but 
bv  unremitting  industry  and  the  exercise  of 
the  most  strenuous  economy  of  a  legitimate 
order  he  soon  removed  this  incubus.  He  has 
shown  excellent  judgment  in  the  utilizing  of 
his  increasing  capital  in  the  purchasing  of 
additional  land,  and  the  result  is  seen  in  his 
present  ownership  of  about  400  acres  of  as 
fine  farming  land  as  can  be  found  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  state.  The  property  is  located  in 
Rrownhelm  and  Henrietta  townships,  Lorain 
county,  and  Vermilion  Village,  Erie  county, 
and  Mr.  Fiebach  is  a  stockholder  of  Lin  wood 
Park.  Though  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  in- 
dependent career  he  was  compelled  to  consult 
ways  and  means  at  every  stage  of  progress,  he 
has  always  shown  a  progressive  attitude,  and 
the  policies  he  has  pursued  have  enabled  him 
to  make  the  substantial  advancement  that  has 
marked  his  course.  He  has  shown  much  dis- 
crimination in  the  handling  of  the  various  de- 
partments of  his  farm  work  and  in  addition 
to  diversified  agriculture  he  has  given  much 


attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock  of  excel- 
lent grades,  and  each  year  has  a  bunch  of  fat 
cattle  to  sell  on  the  local  market.  He  has  not 
been  self-centered  in  the  long  years  of  close 
application  to  his  private  affairs,  but  has  taken 
a  loyal  interest  in  all  that  has  touched  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community,  and  has  never  lacked 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  with  whom 
he  has  come  in  contact  in  the  various  relations 
of  Hfe. 

To  Mr.  Fiebach's  lasting  honor  must  stand 
the  evidence  of  loyalty  that  he  gave  when  the 
integrity  of  the  nation  was  jeopardized  by 
armed  rebellion.  In  1864  he  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-eighth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
having  been  assigned  with  his  regiment  to 
duty-  in  guarding  prisoners  of  war  on  John- 
son's Island,  in  Lake  Erie.  In  politics  he  has 
ever  given  an  unqualified  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party,  but  the  only  office  in  which 
he  has  consented  to  serve  is  that  of  school 
director  in  Brownhelm  township.  He  and  his 
family  are  numbered  among  the  most  zealous 
and  valued  members  of  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation in  Lorain  county,  and  he  was  one  of 
the  most  influential  in  effecting  the  church 
building  of  this  denomination  in  Brownhelm 
township,  where  he  contributed  with  much  lib- 
erality to  the  erection  of  the  attractive  church 
edifice.  His  course  has  been  guided  and  gov- 
erned by  the  highest  principles  of  integrity 
and  honor  and  through  his  own  efforts  he  has 
achieved  success  worthy  the  name,  while 
he  has  been  mindful  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  others  and  has  aided  in  the  support  of 
every  worthy  cause  advanced  for  the  general 
good — along  religious,  social,  political  and  in- 
dustrial lines. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1864,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fiebach  to  Miss 
Sarah  K.  Leuszeler,  who  was  born  at  Doyles- 
town,  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  ist 
of  June,  1843,  2ind  who  is  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Catharine  (Lange)  Leuszeler,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter 
in  Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Leuszeler  passed  the 
closing  years  of  her  life  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  and  Mr.  Leuszeler's  last 
years  were  passed  in  Kansas,  and  his  active 
career  was  largely  one  of  identification  with 
agricultural  pursuits.  Mr.  Fiebach  accords*no 
small  measure  of  credit  to  his  wife  for  the 
success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  as  one 
of  the  world's  workers,  as  she  has  not  only 
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exemplified  industry,  domestic  economy  and 
constant  helpfulness,  but  has  also  been  a  de- 
voted companion  and  a  gracious  and  loving 
mother.  Concerning  the  six  children  the  fol- 
lowing brief  record  is  consistently  given  in 
conclusion  of  this  sketch.  All  of  the  children 
are  living  except  two,  one  son  dying  in  in- 
fancy, and  each  of  these  four  has  been  afforded 
the  best  of  educational  advantages,  including 
those  of  Oberlin.  Anna  J.,  the  eldest  of  the 
children,  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Braun,  of  Lorain, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren— Clara,  Leroy  and  Lillian,  of  whom  only 
the  son  is  living ;  Lucy  K.  is  the  wife  of  Elton 
Davis,  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  they 
have  one  son,  Clarence  E. ;  Lucy  K.  was  first 
married  to  Frank  Wyatt,  of  Amherst,  in  1891, 
and  he  was  accidentally  killed  in  1894.  She 
then  took  up  music  for  her  life  work ;  attended 
Oberlin  Conservatory  and  became  quite  a  mu- 
sician, teaching  both  vocal  and  instrumental 
music  and  being  also  a  choir  director,  and  still 
follows  that  occupation.  Franklin  W.  died  in 
1887,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years ;  Albert  H.  is 
made  the  subject  of  more  specific  mention  in 
the  following  paragraph;  and  Cora  M.  is  the 
wife  of  Henry  Emmerick,  who  has  the  prac- 
tical supervision  of  the  homestead  farm  of  Mr. 

Fiebach. 

Albert  H.  Fiebach,  the  only  surviving  son 
of  the  honored  subject  of  this  review,  was 
born  on  the  home  farm,  in  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, on  the  28th  of  August,  1876,  and  after 
completing  the  curriculum  of  the  public 
schools  he  continued  his  studies  in  Oberlin 
Academy  and  Oberlin  College,  in  which  lat- 
ter he  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class 
of  1899  and  from  which  he  received  the  de- 
^TQc  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  was  for  a  time 
a  student  in  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  in  preparation  for  the  work 
of  his  chosen  profession  he  entered  the  law 
school  of  historic  old  Harvard  University,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1902,  with  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  He  soon  after- 
ward located  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  in  which  he  is  winning  un- 
equivocal success.  He  married  Miss  June  L. 
Bogart,  of  Shenandoah,  Iowa,  November  30, 
1905. 

Hox.  Frederic  C.  Howe,  one  of  the  asso- 
ciate editors  of  the  Western  Reserve  history, 
is  a  Cleveland  lawyer,  author  and  lecturer  of 
high   standing.     He   was   born   at  Meadville, 


Pennsylvania,  November  21,  1867,  and  in  1889 
graduated  from  Allegheny  College  with  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  He  pursued  post-graduate 
studies  at  Johns  Hopkins  and  Halle  (Ger- 
many) Universities,  and  at  the  University  of 
Maryland  Law  School  and  New  York  Law 
School ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  located  at 
Cleveland.  For  fifteen  years  he  was  associated 
with  the  Garfield  Brothers  in  law  practice, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Garfield,  Garfield  & 
Howe.  During  this  time  he  was  elected  to 
the  Cleveland  city  council  and  was  chosen 
president  of  the  Cleveland  Sinking  Fund  Com- 
mission. Later  he  was  elected  to  the  state 
senate  and  served  as  special  United  States 
commissioner  to  investigate  the  question  of 
municipal  ownership  in  Great  Britain.  He 
was  also  vice-president  of  the  Municipal  Trac- 
tion Company  of  Cleveland. 

Mr.  Howe  is  an  eminent  economist  and 
writer,  being  author  of  "The  City,  the  Hope 
of  Democracy,^'  "The  British  City,"  "The 
Confessions  of  a  Monopolist,"  and  "Privilege 
and  Democracy  in  America."  He  is  a  con- 
tributor to  leading  American  periodicals  on 
political  and  economic  subjects.  Mr.  Howe 
took  the  Ph.  D.  degree  at  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity in  1892,  and  has  been  a  lecturer  on 
taxation  at  the  Western  Reserve  Universitv 
and  on  municipal  administration  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Wisconsin.  At  the  latter,  in  1909- 
10,  he  also  lectured  on  "European  Politics" 
and  "American  Politics."  In  1903  he  married 
Miss  Marie  H.  Jennev,  at  Syracuse,  New 
York. 

General  James  Barxett. — An  enumera- 
tion of  those  men  of  the  present  generation 
who  have  won  honor  and  public  recognition 
for  themselves  and  at  the  same  time  have 
honored  the  state  to  which  thcv  belong  would 
be  incomplete  were  there  failure  to  make 
prominent  reference  to  the  one  whose  name  in- 
itiates this  paragraph.  He  holds  distinctive 
precedence  as  a  leading  banker  and  merchant 
of  Cleveland  and  as  a  valiant  and  patriotic 
soldier,  who  in  every  relation  of  life  has  borne 
himself  with  such  signal  digjiity  and  honor  as 
to  gain  him  the  respect  of  all.  He  has  been 
and  is  distinctively  a  man  of  affairs  and  one 
who  has  wielded  a  wide  influence.  At  the 
present  time  his  relation  to  the  public  life 
of  the  city  is  that  of  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  of  President  of  the  ex- 
tensive hardware  business  conducted  under  the 
name  of  the  George  Worthington  Company. 
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General  Rarnett  was  born  June  20,   1821, 
at   Cherry   Valley,   New   York.     His   father, 
Melancthon    Barnett,    was    born    in    Amenia, 
Dutchess   county,   New   York,   in    1789,   and 
when  six  years  of  age  was  taken,  with  others 
of  the  family,  to  Oneida  county,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  until  1812.     He  then  lo- 
cated at  New  Hartford,  near  Utica,  New  York, 
where   for  two  years  he  was  engaged  as  a 
clerk  in  a  general  store.    From  there  he  went 
to  Cherry  Valley,  Otsego  county,  where  he 
followed  merchandising  in  connection  with  a 
partner  until  1825.     In  the  latter  year  he  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Cleveland  to  accept 
a  clerkship  in  a  store  just  opened  by  a  Mr. 
May.    Later  he  was  admitted  to  a  partnership 
under   the   style   of   May   &   Barnett,   which 
existed  until  1834,  when  they  closed  out  their 
mercantile  interests  and  began  dealing  in  real 
estate,  continuing  in  that  line  very  successfully 
for  many  years.     In   1844  Mr.   Barnett  was 
elected   a   member    of   the   city   council   and 
the   same   vear   he   was   elected   treasurer   of 
Cuyahoga  county  and  proved  himself  to  be 
a     most     capable    and     scrupulously    honest 
official.       He     was     elected     in     1846     and 
again    in    1848.      The    duties    not    occupying 
his    entire    time,    he    also    filled    the    office 
of  justice  of  the  peace  and  conducted  his  real 
estate  transactions.    Almost  immediately  after 
leaving  the  office  of  county  treasurer  he  was 
elected  a  director  of  the  City  Bank  and  from 
that  time  until   his   death   took  a  prominent 
part  in  the  affairs  of  that  institution.    He  was 
one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Cleveland  in 
his  day.     Plain  in  manner,  he  made  no  pre- 
tense at  display  and  detested  sham  and  trick- 
ery.    The  wisdom  of  his  counsel  in  business 
circles  was  highly  regarded.    A  man  of  won- 
derful vitality  and  vigor,,  he  lived  to  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  more  than  ninety-two  years  and 
at  his  death  was  as  active  as  most  men  twenty 
years  his  junior.     His  death  occurred  July  i, 
1 88 1.     At  Cherry  Valley,  New  York,  on  the 
i8th  of  May,  1815,  he  had  married  Miss  Mary 
Clark,  a  daughter  of  Captain  Clark,  who  par- 
ticipated  in    the   battle   of   Bunker   Hill  and 
other  engagements  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
so  that   General   Barnett  came  to  his   mem- 
bership with  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution.   The  death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Barnett  oc- 
curred April  21,  1840.     By  her  marriage  she 
l>ecame  the  mother  of  five  children:  William 
Augustus,    Martha,    Melancthon,    Mary    and 
James,  but  only  William  A.  and  James  lived 
to  adult  age. 


The  youthful  days  of  General  Barnett  were 
spent  in  Cleveland,  which  at  the  time  of  his 
arrival  contained  a  population  of  about  700. 
He  was  then  four  years  of  age.  In  due  course 
of  time  he  entered  the  public  schools,  where 
he  pursued  his  education,  and  when  he  put 
aside  his  text-books,  his  activities  and  energies 
were  directed  to  the  accomplishments  of  such 
tasks  as  were  assigned  him  in  the  hardware 
store  of  Potter  &  Clark,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed for  three  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  entered  the  employ  of  George 
Worthington,  owner  of  a  hardware  store  of 
this  city,  and  through  gradual  stages  of  pro- 
motion worked  his  way  upward  until  he  was 
admitted  to  a  partnership  under  the  firm  style 
of  George  Worthington  &  Company.  The 
business  grew  and  expanded  with  the  growth 
of  the  city  and  he  was  elected  president  after 
the  incorporation  a  few  years  ago.  The  death 
of  Mr.  Worthington  made  him  senior  partner 
of  the  firm,  of  which  he  is  now  president. 

His  military  record  forms  an  interesting 
chapter  in  his  history  and  he  is  to-day  one  of 
the  oldest  representatives  of  the  militia.  Hav- 
ing become  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  Grays, 
he  was  detailed  to  artillery  service  in  the  gun 
squad  of  the  company  in  1839  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  the  formation  of  the  Cleve- 
land Light  Artillery.  He  was  promoted 
from  time  to  time  until,  in  1859,  he  was  com- 
missioned colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  pre- 
vious year  he  had  been  appointed  division  in- 
spector of  the  Fourth  Division,  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Militia.  Five  days  after  the  fall  of  Fort 
Sumter  the  order  came  from  Governor  Den- 
nison:  "Report  with  your  six  gun?,  horses, 
caissons  at  Columbus ;  you  to  retain  colonel's 
rank.*'  Colonel  Barnett  lost  no  time  in  obey- 
ing the  command  and  with  his  troops  went 
to  Marietta,  Ohio,  remaining  at  the  post  there 
until  May,  when  they  were  ordered  to  West 
Virginia  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Phil- 
lippi,  June  3,  1861,  their  guns  firing,  the  first 
artillery  shots  on  the  Union  side  in  the  great 
Civil  war.  A  contemporary  biographer,  in 
speaking  of  General  Harnett's  service  in  de- 
fense of  the  Union,  said:  **He  and  his  men 
were  at  Laurel  Hill,  June  7th,  through  the 
West  Virginia  campaign  July  6th  to  17th, 
which  included  Belington,  July  8th,  Carrick's 
Ford,  July  13th  and  14th,  and  the  pursuit  of 
Garnett's  forces,  July  15th  and  i6th.  The 
three  months'  term  of  service  having  expired, 
the  command  was  ordered  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
for  muster  out  late  in  July.     Upon  returning 
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to  Cleveland  the  command  was  received  with 
highest  honors  and  the  city  council  unani- 
mously tendered  General  Barnett  and  his  men 
a  testimonial  vote  of  thanks  for  their  gallant 
services. 

"In  August,  1861,  General  Barnett  was  com- 
missioned by  Governor  Dennison  to  raise  a 
regiment  of  light  artillery,  twelve  batteries 
of  six  guns  each,  and  he  at  once  began  the 
work  of  recruiting  and  equipping.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  regiment  he  was  com- 
missioned its  colonel,  September  3,  1861.  He 
reported  to  General  Buell,  commanding  the 
Army  of  the  Ohio  at  Louisville,  with  four 
batteries,  in  January,  1862,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  command  of  the  Artillery  Reserve, 
Army  of  the  Ohio.  He  participated  in  the 
movement  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  February 
17,  1862,  and  in  the  occupation  of  that  city  a 
month  later.  He  was  at  Duck  river,  March 
1 6th  to  2 1  St,  and  was  thence  sent  to  Savannah, 
Tennessee,  to  reinforce  the  Army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee. With  his  command  he  was  engaged  in 
the  terrific  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6th  and  7th, 
and  participated  in  the  siege  and  occupation 
of  Corinth.  He  then  marched  his  command 
to  Tuscumbia,  Florence  and  Huntsville,  Ala- 
bama, in  June,  1862. 

"On  July  18,  1862,  General  Barnett  was 
ordered  to  Ohio  to  recruit  men  for  the  bat- 
teries, which  had  become  much  depleted.  Re- 
turning with  404  recruits,  he  was  assigned  to 
the  staflF  of  General  C.  C.  Gilbert,  commanding 
the  Third  Corps,  Army  of  the  Ohio,  as  chief 
of  artillery.  He  was  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  Bragg  to  Crab  Orchard,  Kentucky,  October 
1st  to  15th,  and  in  the  battle  of  Perry ville. 
After  this  battle  he  was  appointed  chief  of 
artillery  on  the  staff  of  General  A.  McD.  Mc- 
Cook,  commanding  the  right  wing,  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  until 
assigned  to  duty  as  chief  of  artillery.  Army  of 
the  Cumberland,  November  24,  1862.  He  then 
participated  in  the  Murfreesboro  campaign, 
serving  also  as  chief  of  ordnance,  and  was  in 
the  great  battle  of  Stone  River,  December 
28th  to  30th,  and  of  Murfreesboro,  December 
31,  1862,  and  January  ist,  2nd  and  3rd,  1863. 
Then  came  the  Tullahoma  campaign,  the  Chat- 
tanooga campaign,  the  battles  of  Chattanooga, 
Orchard  Knob  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  all 
of  which  General  Barnett  served  with  bravery 
and  distinction.  For  his  gallant  and  efficient 
conduct  in  these  actions,  he  received  special 
commendation  from  General  Rosccrans.  Gen- 
eral  Thomas,   General   Rosccrans'    successor. 


also  held  him  in  high  esteem  and  placed  im- 
plicit confidence  in  his  military  skill,  judgment 
and  bravery. 

"At  the  close  of  these  operations  he  was  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Reserve  Artil- 
lery, Army  of  the  Cumberland,  requiring  or- 
ganization. He  organized  two  divisions  and 
was  engaged  in  this  duty  at  Nashville  until 
mustered  out  of  service  October  20,  1864.  He 
then  became  a  volunteer  aid-de-camp  to  Gen- 
eral George  H.  Thomas  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville  in  November  and  De- 
cember of  that  year.  On  March  13,  1865,  ^^ 
was  bre vetted  brigadier  general  'for  gallant 
and  meritorious  service  during  the  war.' " 

When  General  Barnett  returned  home  he 
again  became  an  active  partner  in  the  hard- 
ware house  of  George  Worthington  &  Com- 
pany and  contributed  largely  to  its  success 
through  his  capable  management  and  unflag- 
ging industry.  This  remains  as  one  of  the  old- 
est and  important  commercial  enterprises  of 
the  city  and  his  name  was  therefore  a  promi- 
nent factor  in  the  wholesale  hardware  trade. 
His  resourceful  ability  also  enabled  him  to 
carry  his  efforts  into  other  fields,  so  that  he 
became  prominently  connected  with  iron  man- 
ufacturing interests  and  also  with  banking 
In  1872  he  was  elected  a  director  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  in  January,  1876,  was 
chosen  to  the  presidency  of  that  important 
financial  institution,  which  position  he  retained 
until  May,  1905,  when  the  bank  was  reorgan- 
ized and  he  withdrew,  continuing  as  a  director. 
In  May,  1882,  he  became  a  member  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Merchants  National 
Bank.  He  was  also  identified  with  railway  in- 
terests, having  in  March,  1875,  been  elected 
a  director  of  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Indianapolis  Railway  Company. 
He  was  also  a  director  of  the  Cleveland  Iron 
Mining  Company  until  a  few  years  ago.  He 
is  now  vice-president  of  the  Society  for  Sav- 
ings ;  president  of  the  Garfield  National  Me- 
morial association ;  and  a  director  of  the  Na- 
tional Commercial  Bank,  upon  consolidation 
with  the  Merchants  National  Bank,  and  of 
the  Guardian  Savings  &  Trust  Company. 

On  the  1 2th  of  June,  1845,  General  Bar- 
nett was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Maria 
H.  Underbill,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Un- 
derbill, of  Granville,  Illinois,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  daughters,  three  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Mary  B.,  the  wife  of  Major 
Thomas  Goodwillie,  by  whom  she  had  three 
children ;  Laura,  the  wife  of  Charles  J.  Shef- 
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field,  and  the  mother  of  one  son;  and  Carrie 
M.,  the  wife  of  Alexander  Brown,  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Brown  Hoisting  Company,  by 
whom  she  has  a  son  and  a  daughter. 

No  citizen  has  ever  lived  in  Cleveland  of 
whom  every  one  speaks  so  highly  as  they  do 
of  General  Barnett,  who  is  often  referred  to 
as  "the  grand  old  man  of  Cleveland."  He  is 
most  democratic  in  spirit.  Kind  hearted  and 
sympathetic,  his  aid  has  never  been  denied  to 
a  worthy  charity.  During  all  the  years  of  his 
residence  in  Cleveland  he  has  taken  an  active 
and  helpful  interest  in  the  various  measures 
of  public  moment.  On  the  ist  of  May,  1865, 
he  was  appointed  by  Governor  R.  B.  Hayes 
one  of  the  police  commissioners.  He  was  also 
appointed  one  of  the  early  directors  of  the 
Soldiers  &  Sailors  Orphans  Home  established 
in  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  upon  the  reorganization 
of  the  board  he  was  reappointed  one  of  the 
trustees  by  the  governor  in  1870.  From  Gov- 
ernor Allen  he  received  appointment  of  the 
directorate  of  the  Cleveland  Asylum  for  the 
Insane  and  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  that 
institution  for  seven  years.  He  has  held  few 
elective  political  offices,  yet  in  March,  1878, 
was  chosen  by  popular  suffrage  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  and  served  for  two  years. 
In  1880  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  Republican 
national  convention  in  Chicago,  when  General 
James  A.  Garfield  was  nominated  for  the 
presidency.  They  had  been  friends  from  boy- 
hood and  had  served  together  on  General 
Rosecrans'  staff.  In  1900  he  was  delegate  to 
the  National  Convention  at  Philadelphia  when 
McKinley  was  renominated  for  president.  In 
1881,  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  Gen- 
eral Barnett  was  made  a  member  of  the  board 
of  managers  of  the  National  Homes  for  Dis- 
abled Volunteer  Soldiers  and  so  served  until 
the  2 1st  of  April,  1884.  His  interest  in  mili- 
tary affairs  has  never  ceased  and  since  its 
organization  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  also  of  the 
Military  order  of  the  Loyal  Legion  since  its 
establishment  in  Ohio.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  monument  committee  and  of  its  executive 
committee  for  the  Cuyahoga  county  soldiers' 
and  sailors'  monument  and  so  served  until  its 
completion.  Various  municipal  interests  have 
benefited  by  his  cooperation  and  his  influence. 
For  many  years  he  has  been  president  of  the 
Associated  Charities  and  also  of  the  Cleveland 
Humane  Society.  There  is  only  one  other 
living  of  the  original  trustees  of  the  Case 
Library  and  General  Barnett  has  served  con- 


tinuously since  its  establishment.  He  is  one  of 
the  trustees  of  the  Western  Reserve  Historical 
Society  and  has  cooperated  in  every  movement 
that  was  deemed  essential  to  the  welfare  of  his 
city  or  the  promotion  of  its  interests  along 
the  lines  of  material,  political  and  moral  pro- 
gress. He  is  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  of  the  Union  Club.  A  strong 
mentality,  an  invincible  courage  and  a  most 
determined  individuality  have  so  entered  into 
his  makeup  as  to  render  him  a  natural  leader 
Df  men  and  a  director  of  public  opinion,  and 
while  he  has  now  passed  the  eighty-eighth 
milestone  on  life's  journey,  he  still  retains  a 
deep  interest  in  public  affairs  and  keeps  well 
informed  on  all  important  questions  of  the 
day.  With  a  business  career  extending  over 
more  than  seventy  years  his  record  is  without 
blemish.  The  simplicity  of  his  manner,  his 
honorable  life  and  his  high  type  of  citizenship 
cannot  be  pictured  in  too  glowing  colors.  On 
the  occasion  of  the  presentation  of  his  por- 
trait by  Samuel  Mather,  to  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  April,  1907,  he  was  proclaimed 
*the  first  citizen  of  Cleveland.'  " 

Barton  Osman  Hull^  who  is  a  respected 
farmer  in  Nelson  township,  near  Garrettsville, 
is  of  a  family  which  is  identified  with  the  early 
history  of  Trumbull  county  and  the  later  prog- 
ress of  Portage  county.  He  was  born  at  Burg 
Hill,  in  the  former  county,  on  December  17, 
1871 ;  received  a  district  school  education  at 
that  point,  and  subsequently  pursued  courses 
at  Hartford  (Ohio)  High  School  and  Ober- 
lin  College,  leaving  the  latter  institution  in 
1 89 1.  Since  that  year  he  has  resided  on  his 
present  homestead.  On  June  3,  1896,  Mr. 
Hull  wedded  Miss  Edna  Francelia  Bancroft, 
and  six  children  have  been  born  to  them,  as 
follows:  Helen,  who  was  born  November 
3,  1897,  and  died  December  12,  1898;  Stanley 
Bancroft,  born  December  16,  1899;  Emily  Un- 
dine, born  November  2,  1902 ;  Stuart  Bar- 
ton, born  September  11,  1904;  Rolland  Gros- 
venor,  born  June  2,  1906;  and  Roger  Aljean, 
born  June  25,  1908.  Mrs.  Hull  was  born  in 
Nelson,  July  7,  1874,  daughter  of  Henry  L. 
and  Emily  (Grosvenor)  Bancroft,  the  former 
born  in  Nelson  July  14,  1836.  Their  marriage 
occurred  at  Claridon,  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
on  June  3,  1868.  Her  mother  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Nathan  Ebenezer  and  Laura  (Fuller) 
Grosvenor,  the  former  dying  at  Nelson  April 
25,  1889.  Several  members  of  the  Grosvenor 
family  settled  at  Elyria  and  Hudson  at  an  early 


1764 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


day,  and  were  especially  connected  with  the 
educational  progress  of  Lorain  and  Summit 
counties.  It  should  be  added  that  Mr.  Hull, 
of  this  sketch,  is  a  Chapter  Mason,  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  a  Congregationalist  in  his  re- 
ligious faith  and  one  of  the  most  respected 
residents  of  this  section  of  Portage  county. 

The  Hull  family  originated  in  England,  and 
on  the  paternal  side  is  descended  from  the 
Hydes,  who  gave  the  name  to  the  famous 
Hyde  Park  in  London.  The  great-grandfa- 
ther, William  Hull,  came  to  the  Western  Re-* 
serve  with  his  wife  and  five  children  in  the 
pioneer  period  of  northern  Ohio,  the  first  home- 
stead of  the  family  being  founded  at  Burg 
Hill,  Trumbull  county.  Osman  Mattox  Hull, 
one  of  the  sons,  was  then  about  four  years  of 
age.  He  was  born  in  Connecticut ;  at  an  early 
date  settled  at  Hartford,  that  county,  and  mar- 
ried Lorina  E.  Raper,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children.  The  head  of  this  family  was  the 
grandfather  of  Burton  O.  The  father,  Ran- 
som Hull,  who  was  born  at  Burg  Hill  October 
2,  1843,  niarried  Miss  Helen  G.  Porter,  daugh- 
ter of  Hiram  and  Pauline  (Gleason)  Porter, 
and  through  this  union  became  the  father  of 
six  children. 

William  S.  Bacon  was  born  in  Brownhelm 
township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  March  28, 
1847.  ri^  ^s  a  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Cooper)  Bacon,  both  natives  of  the  same 
township;  his  grandparents  were  Benjamin 
and  Ruth  Bacon,  natives  of  Connecticut,  and 
Anson  and  Phebe  (Pelton)  Cooper,  natives 
of  Massachusetts.  The  Bacon  and  Cooper 
families  came  to  Brownhelm  township  about 
181 7,  and  bought  land  in  the  wild  timber, 
which  they  cleared  and  made  into  improved 
farms.  At  that  time  there  were  many  Indians 
here  and  an  abundance  of  game.  William 
Bacon  and  his  wife  were  reared  in  the  same 
township,  and  like  their  parents  endured  the 
rigors  and  hardships  of  pioneer  existence. 
They  settled  on  part  of  the  land  secured  by 
their  parents.  He  was  born  in  September, 
182 1,  and  died  in  January,  1899,  ^"^  ^^s  wife 
died  in  1868;  they  lived  on  the  home  farm 
all  their  lives.  They  had  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  who  lived  to  maturity,  namely :  Will- 
iam S.,  the  oldest ;  Lemuel  A.,  of  North  Olm- 
sted, Ohio;  Benjamin  A.,  on  the  old  farm; 
and  Mary  R.,  married  W.  H.  Molton,  of  Col- 
linwood,  Ohio. 

William  S.  Bacon  received  his  education  in 
the  district  school  and  Oberlin  Business  Col- 


lege, and  remained  with  his  parents  until  one 
year  after  his  marriage,  when  he  purchased 
sixty-seven  acres  adjoining  the  home  farm. 
The  place  was  well  improved,  but  needed  new 
and  more  modern  buildings,  which  he  erected. 
He  added  fifty  acres,  which  he  afterward  sold 
anil  still  owns  the  original  sixty-seven  acres. 
He  is  an  intelligent  farmer  and  a  good  busi- 
ness man,  and  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Bacon  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  he  served 
many  years  as  personal  property  assessor.  He 
belongs  to  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 
and  his  wife  was  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional church.  He  is  well  known  and  stands 
high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fellows. 

In  November,  1870,  Mr.  Bacon  married 
Amanda  Church,  born  in  New  England  and 
reared  in  Brownhelm,  Ohio,  by  George  Bacon, 
an  uncle  of  William  Bacon.  Mr.  Bacon  and 
his  wife  became  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren :  Grant,  who  died  in  infancy ;  Ella,  Mrs. 
Tenant  W.  Wilson,  of  Brownhelm,  Ohio; 
Mary  Gertrude,  who  married  Milo  McQueen, 
of  Brownhelm.  Ohio ;  and  Leonard  S.,  on  the 
home  place.  Mrs.  Bacon  died  in  March,  1880. 
Mr.  Bacon  married  in  March,  1895,  Carrie 
Lockhart  Allen,  a  widow;  they  have  no  chil- 
dren. 

Henry  K.  Wick. — In  the  annals  of  Ma- 
honing county  no  name  is  better  known  or 
more  highly  honored  than  that  of  the  family 
of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  is  a  promi- 
nent and  worthy  representative.  He  is  a  scion 
of  the  third  generation  of  the  family  in  the 
Western  Reserve,  with  whose  history  the 
name  has  been  identified  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury, representing  practically  the  period  mark- 
ing the  entire  development  and  upbuilding  of 
this  section  of  the  great  Buckeye  common- 
wealth. He  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citi- 
zens and  leading  business  men  of  his  native 
city  and  county,  being  president  of  the  cor- 
poration known  as  H.  K.  Wick  &  Company 
and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  retail  coal 
trade,  besides  which  he  is  also  prominently 
identified  with  the  iron  industry  and  other 
lines  of  enterprise. 

Henry  K.  Wick  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Youngstown,  Ohio,  his  present  home,  on  Au- 
gust 31,  1840,  one  of  the  ten  children  of  Colo- 
nel Caleb  B.  and  Maria  Adelia  (Griffith) 
Wick.  Colonel  Caleb  B.  Wick  was  bom 
in     Washington     county,     Pennsylvania,     on 
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October  i,  1795,  and  passed  nearly  his 
entire  life  in  Youngstown,  the  capital  of 
Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
on  June  30,  1865,  secure  in  the  unqualified  re- 
spect and  confidence  of  the  community  to 
whose  progress  and  development  he  had  con- 
tributed in  most  generous  measure.  He  was 
a  man  of  distinctive  business  acumen,  of  ster- 
ling integrity  of  character  and  of  marked  pro- 
gressiveness  and  public  spirit.  He  was  a  citi- 
zen of  much  influence  in  industrial  and  civic 
affairs  and  was  prominently  concerned  in  the 
initiation  and  upbuilding  of  many  important 
industries  and  commercial  enterprises  through 
which  the  advancement  and  material  prosper- 
ity of  Mahoning  county  were  advanced  dur- 
ing the  years  of  his  essentially  active  and  suc- 
cessful business  career.  Wick  avenue,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  thoroughfares  of  Youngs- 
town, was  named  in  his  honor.  He  was  a 
son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Baldwin)  Wick, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  on  Long  Is- 
land, New  York,  on  March  19,  1771,  being  a 
scion  of  a  family  of  Holland  Dutch  extrac- 
tion  that  was  founded  in  America  in  the  early 
colonial  epoch.  He  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Hannah 
Baldwin,  who  was  born  at  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  a  member  of  one  of  the  prominent 
old  families  of  that  state.  Henry  Wick  finally 
removed  to  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  merchan- 
dise business  for  several  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  in  1801,  he  came  to  the  West- 
ern Reserve  and  established  his  home  in 
Youngstown,  where  he  engaged  in  the  same 
line  of  enterprise  and  where  both  he  and  his 
wife  passed  the  residue  of  their  lives.  He  was 
one.  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of  Mahoning 
county,  and  his  name  merits  an  enduring  place 
on  the  roll  of  those  who  contributed  to  the  de- 
velopment of  its  civic  and  business  interests. 

Colonel  Caleb  B.  Wick  likewise  became  a 
leading  merchant  of  Youngstown,  where  he 
was  reared  to  maturity,  receiving  such  educa- 
tional advantages  as  were  afforded  in  the 
schools  of  the  locality  and  period  and  hav- 
ing been  about  six  years  of  age  at  the  time 
of  the  family  removal  from  the  old  Keystone 
state  to  Mahoning  county.  He  was  one  of 
those  far-sighted  and  progressive  citizens  who 
were  early  concerned  in  the  operations  of  the 
iron  industry,  through  which  has  in  large 
measure  been  conserved  the  magnificent  de- 
velopment of  this  favored  section  of  the  state. 
Colonel  Wick  was  twice  married,  his  first  wife 


dying  when  comparatively  a  young  woman, 
and  the  two  children  of  this  union  are  like- 
wise deceased.  On  November  3,  1828,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Colonel  Wick  to 
Miss  Maria  Adelia  Griffith,  who  was  born  in 
Caledonia,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio.  Both  Mrs.  Wick  and  her  husband  were 
zealous  church  members. 

Henry  K.  Wick,  whose  name  initiates  this 
review,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Youngs- 
town, to  whose  common  schools  of  the  middle- 
pioneer  epoch  he  is  indebted  for  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline,  which  has  since  been 
rounded  out  and  most  effectively  supplemented 
by  the  lessons  gained  under  the  direction  of 
that  wisest  of  head  masters,  experience.  In 
1856,  when  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  secured 
a  clerical  position  in  the  Mahoning  National 
Bank  in  his  native  city,  and  with  the  passing 
of  years  he  assumed  greater  and  greater  busi- 
ness responsibilities,  rising  to  prominence  and 
success  as  one  of  the  representative  factors  in 
the  industrial  and  civic  affairs  of  the  commu- 
nity, which  has  been  the  scene  of  his  earnest 
and  well  directed  endeavors  throughout  his 
entire  active  career,  covering  a  period  of  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  has  been  intimately 
identified  with  many  important  enterprises  of 
broad  scope  and  especially  with  the  develop- 
ment and  upbuilding  of  the  coal  and  iron  in- 
dustries, with  which  lines  of  enterprise  he  has 
been  concerned  for  forty  years.  As  already 
noted,  he  is  president  of  the  corporation  of 
H.  K.  Wick  &  Company,  which  controls  an 
extensive  trade  in  the  handling  of  coal  at  both 
wholesale  and  retail.  His  offices  are  located 
in  the  fine  building  of  the  Dollar  Savings  and 
Trust  Company,  in  which  he  is  a  stockholder. 

Though  never  imbued  with  aught  of  ambi- 
tion for  public  office,  Mr.  Wick  has  ever  been 
known  as  a  loyal,  progressive  and  public-spir- 
ited citizen,  contributing  liberally  of  influence 
and  tangible  co-operation  in  the  promotion  of 
measures  and  enterprises  projected  for  the  gen- 
eral good  of  the  community,  and  in  politics  he 
gives  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party.  He  and  his  wife  are  zealous  members 
of  the  Memorial  Presbyterian  church,  and  he 
is  identified  with  various  civic  and  social  or- 
ganizations of  representative  order.  The  fam- 
ily home,  on  Wick  avenue,  is  one  of  the  beau- 
tiful residences  that  add  to  the  attractiveness 
of  Youngstown  and  is  a  center  of  gracious 
and  refined  hospitality. 

Mr.  Wick  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mrs. 
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Millicent  R.  Clarke,  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Daniel  T.  Hunt,  of  Rochester,  New  York. 

James  A.  Campbell. — Prominent  among 
Youngstown's  builders  and  successful  men 
stands  James  A.  Campbell,  the  president  of 
the  Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube  Company,  an 
industry  known  over  Ohio  and  her  sister  states. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  and  the  Dollar  Savings  and 
Trust  Company,  the  vice-president  and  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  Youngstown  Ice  Company, 
the  president  and  a  director  of  the  Central 
Store  Company,  president  and  director  of  the 
Crystal  Ice  and  Storage  Company,  and  withal 
one  of  Youngstown^s  most  prominent,  en- 
ergetic, far-seeing  and  successful  business 
men. 

Mr.  Campbell  was  born  in  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  but  he  was  reared  at  Austintown  in 
Mahoning  county,  and  he  completed  his  edu- 
cation at  the  Niles  High  School  and  at  Hiram 
College.  After  leaving  college  he  was  with 
the  Morris  Hardware  Company  for  some  time, 
and  then  organizing  the  Youngstown  Ice  Com- 
pany he  served  as  its  manager  until  embark- 
ing in  the  iron  business  in  1890.  On  Novem- 
ber 28,  1900,  the  Youngstown  Sheet  and  Tube 
Company  was  organized  and  incorporated, 
with  a  capital  of  $600,000,  but  this  has  sub- 
sequently increased  to  a  $10,000,000  paid  up 
stock,  with  a  bond  investment  of  $3,200,000 
and  undivided  profits  of  over  $7,000,000,  mak- 
ing over  $20,000,000  capital  used  in  the  busi- 
ness. The  officers  of  this  immense  concern 
are :  J.  A.  Campbell,  president ;  H.  G.  Dalton, 
of  Cleveland,  first  vice-president;  C.  S.  Rob- 
inson, second  vice-president;  George  E.  Day, 
secretary ;  Richard  Garlick,  treasurer ;  and  W. 
B.  Jones,  auditor.  The  company  manufac- 
tures pig  iron,  steel  billets,  steel  sheet  bar, 
galvanized  iron  and  steel  sheets  and  plates, 
black  and  galvanized  iron  and  steel  pipe  and 
all  kinds  of  wire  and  wire  products.  The 
works  furnish  employment  to  6,500  men,  and 
the  company's  pay  roll  amounts  to  about  $425,- 
000  per  month,  and  will  probably  reach  a  much 
higher  mark  in  the  ensuing  year.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  was  formerly 
its  president,  and  he  has  membership  relations 
with  the  National  Union  and  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum. 

He  married  in  1880  Etta  Place,  from  St. 
Petersburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  their  three  chil- 
dren are  Louis  J.,  Helen  Marie  and  Rebecca 


Walton.  The  son  is  attending  Yale  University 
and  the  daughters  are  students  in  schools  in 
the  east. 

Thomas  Folger,  who  passed  away  at  his 
summer  home  on  Avon  Point,  Lorain  county, 
on  the  13th  of  October,  1909,  held  a  secure 
place  in  popular  confidence  and  esteem,  and 
the  community  gave  evidence  of  its  apprecia- 
tion of  the  loss  of  a  most  valued  business  man, 
a  worthy  and  loyal  citizen,  and  a  sterling  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
the  Western  Reserve. 

Mr.  Folger  was  a  soldier  of  the  Union  in 
the  Civil  war,  served  with  marked  ability  as 
the  mayor  of  Elyria,  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  development  of  the  grape  indus- 
try in  this  section,  and  was  a  business  man  of 
unusual  capacity  and  discrimination,  as  was 
shown  in  the  marked  success  achieved  bv  him 
along  normal  lines  of  productive  enterprise. 

Thomas  Folger  was  born  in  Wadsworth, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1842,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  G.  and  Elisa  A. 
(Ingersoll)  Folger,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  London,  England,  the  latter  being  a  na- 
tive of  Auburn,  New  York.  Henry  G.  Folger 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  in  the  fine  old 
Western  Reserve  and  he  passed  the  closing 
years  of  his  life  at  Avon  Point,  Lorain  county, 
but  he  died  on  the  26th  of  November,  1883, 
in  Elyria.  His  devoted  wife  survived  him  a 
number  of  years,  until  the  7th  of  March,  1904, 
having  passed  the  closing  years  of  her  life  in 
the  home  of  her  son  Thomas,  of  this  memoir. 

The  Folger  family  was  founded  in  America 
in  the  colonial  epoch  of  our  national  history, 
and  a  lineage  is  traced  in  a  direct  way  to  one 
of  the  name  who  was  one  of  the  seven  original 
proprietors  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket,  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  Thomas  Folger,  grandfather 
of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  re- 
sided for  a  long  term  of  years.  The  grand- 
father was  extensively  engaged  in  operations 
in  connection  with  the  whaling  industry  in  the 
early  days,  and  was  an  interested  principal  in 
the  ownership  of  several  whaling  vessels. 
When  the  English  government  passed  a  law 
providing  for  the  payment  of  an  appreciable 
bounty  on  whale-oil  products,  Thomas  Folger 
found  it  expedient  to  remove  to  the  city  of 
London,  England,  in  order  to  avail  himself 
of  the  privileges  and  provisions  of  the  law. 
mentioned,  but  after  the  abolishment  of  the 
whale-oil  bounty  he  found  it  unprofitable  to 
continue  his  business  operations  in  England, 
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whereupon  he  returned,  with  his  family,  to 
Nantucket,  Massachusetts,  where  he  passed  the 
residue  of  his  life.  He  was  married  while  a 
resident  of  London  and  there  his  son,  Henry 
G.,  was  born,  as  already  noted  in  this  context. 
Another  of  his  sons  was  the  late  Hon.  Charles 
J.  Folger,  who  was  United  States  sub-treas- 
urer under  the  administration  of  President 
Grant,  and  who  held  the  post  of  secretary  of 
the  treasury  under  President  Arthur,  besides 
which  he  was  incumbent  of  other  distinguished 
government  offices.  Henry  G.  Folger  devoted 
the  latter  portion  of  his  active  career  to  agri- 
culture and  became  one  of  the  prominent  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve. 
He  took  up  his  residence  in  Medina  county  at 
an  early  day  and  he  continued  to  be  identified 
with  the  business  and  civic  interests  of  the 
fine  old  Reserve  throughout  the  residue  of  his 
long  and  useful  life. 

Thomas  Folger,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  memoir,  gained  his  early  educational  dis- 
cipline in  the  common  schools  of  Medina 
county,  Ohio,  and  later  continued  his  higher 
academic  studies  in  the  Western  Reserve  Col- 
lege at  Hudson.  He  was  nineteen  years  of 
age  at  the  inception  of  the  Civil  war  and 
forthwith  gave  distinctive  evidence  of  his  in- 
trinsic loyalty  and  patriotism  by  tendering  his 
services  in  defense  of  the  Union.  In  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  H, 
Twentyminth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  with 
which  gallant  command  he  continued  to  serve 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered 
out  and  received  his  honorable  discharge  in 
July,  1865.  The  Twenty-ninth  Ohio  was  first 
assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  in 
this  connection  Mr.  Folger  participated  in  the 
memorable  battles  of  Gettysburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Cedar  Mountain,  besides  many  minor 
engagements.  Finally  the  regiment  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Army  of  the  Southeast,  under 
command  of  General  Sherman.  Through  this 
association  Mr.  Folger  took  part  in  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  and  after  the  capitulation  of 
Atlanta  accompanied  Sherman  on  the  historic 
march  to  the  sea  and  through  the  Carolinas. 
The  regiment  finally  proceeded  to  the  national 
capital,  where  it  was  in  line  during  the  Grand 
Review  of  the  victory-crowned  veterans  of 
the  greatest  civil  war  known  to  history.  Mr. 
Folger  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the 
office  of  lieutenant  and  adjutant,  and  later  re- 
ceived the  brevet  rank  of  captain.  His  record 
as  a  leal  and  loyal  soldier  of  the  republic  was 
one  of  utmost  fidelity  and  gallantry,  and  he 
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ever  continued  to  show  his  deep  interest  in 
his  old  comrades  in  arms,  as  was  indicated  by 
his  membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Folger  re- 
turned to  Ohio  and  took  up  his  residence  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
produce  and  commission  business,  with  which 
he  continued  to  be  identified  about  nine  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  the  wholesale  commission  trade,  in 
which  he  was  there  concerned  until  about  the 
year  1878,  when  he  identified  himself  with 
the  grape-culture  industry,  finding  both  pleas- 
ure and  profit  through  his  association  there- 
with. He  carried  on  extensive  operations  in 
this  field  of  enterprise  for  a  long  term  of  years 
and  not  only  gained  noteworthy  success  but 
also  a  far-reaching  reputation,  by  reason  of 
the  fine  products  sent  forth  from  his  vine- 
yards located  on  Avon  Point,  Lorain  county, 
on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  where  he  had  a 
landed  estate  of  150  acres.  The  business  is 
still  continued  by  the  family  and  the  vineyards 
are  recognized  as  being  among  the  best  in  a 
state  that  has  gained  wide  fame  for  its  grape 
production.  Although  the  family  home  was 
maintained  in  the  city  of  Elyria  for  more  than 
twenty  years  prior  to  his  demise,  Mr.  Folger's 
inclinations  and  business  interests  led  him  to 
pass  the  major  portion  of  each  year  on  his 
beautiful  country  estate,  where  he  found  great 
pleasure  in  supervising  in  a  personal  way  his 
attractive  vineyards.  He  was  one  of  the  prime 
factors  in  effecting  the  organization  of  the 
Lorain  County  Grape  Growers'  Shipping  As- 
sociation, which  has  effectively  handled  the 
products  of  the  vineyards  in  the  leading  mar- 
kets of  the  country.  For  fourteen  years  he 
was  manager  of  the  above  organization,  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  selling  and  shipping  of  the 
crops  of  the  150  growers  in  the  organization. 

Though  essentially  modest  and  unassuming 
in  his  attitude,  Mr.  Folger  was  a  man  of  posi- 
tive and  well  fortified  opinions  and  was  ready 
to  defend  the  same  when  expediency  de- 
manded. He  was  specially  loyal  to  all  civic 
duties  and  manifested  a  lively  interest  in  all 
that  touched  the  general  welfare  of  his  home 
county  and  state.  In  politics  he  accorded  a 
stalwart  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party, 
and  while  he  was  not  ambitious  for  official 
preferment  his  civic  loyalty  was  such  that  he 
did  not  deny  himself  or  his  services  to  the  pub- 
lic. He  served  for  several  years  as  a  member 
of  the  city  council  of  Elyria,  and  his  eflPorts 
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in  behalf  of  good  municipal  government  led 
to  his  being  made  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  the  office  of  mayor  of  the  city  in  1903.  He 
was  elected  by  a  gratifying  majority  and  gave 
a  most  discriminating  and  eflfective  adminis- 
tration, being  the  first  Democratic  mayor  of 
Elyria  in  fifty-two  years.  He  was  again  the 
candidate  of  his  party  for  the  mayoralty  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  and  it  was  practically 
a  foregone  conclusion  that  he  would  have 
again  been  the  popular  choice  for  the  office  of 
chief  executive  of  the  city  in  which  his  inter- 
ests were  so  long  centered.  He  was  stricken 
while  apparently  in  the  best  of  health,  and  his 
illness,  terminating  in  his  death  on  the  13th 
of  October,  1909,  was  of  the  briefest  duration. 
Mr.  Folger  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  for  over 
forty  years,  and  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  G.  A.  R. 

On  the  6th  of  May,  1867,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Folger  to  Miss  Delia  M. 
Beswick,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Medina, 
Ohio,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Asahel 
and  Emma  A.  (Richards)  Beswick.  Mrs. 
Folger  survives  her  honored  husband  and  still 
resides  in  the  beautiful  family  home  in  Elyria. 
They  became  the  parents  of  four  daughters, 
concerning  whom  the  following  brief  data 
are  given :  Anna  B.  is  the  wife  of  Charles  M. 
Braman,  cashier  of  the  Central  Bank  Com- 
pany in  the  city  of  Lorain;  Josephine  D.  is 
the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Cushing,  of  Elyria; 
Ida  A.  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years;  and 
Jean  P.  is  the  wiie  of  Arthur  D.  Pettibone,  of 
Cleveland.  In  conclusion  is  consistently  re- 
produced an  editorial  that  appeared  in  an 
Elyria  paper  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr. 
Folger : 

"The  sudden  death  of  Thomas  Folger  came 
as  a  sad  blow  to  his  many  friends  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Folger's  personality  had  won  for  him, 
during  his  long  residence  in  the  city,  a  place  in 
the  respect  of  all  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His 
quiet,  unassuming  way  spoke  of  a  big  nature, 
and  those  who  knew  him  intimately  were  at- 
tracted strongly  by  his  frankness  and  honesty, 
as  well  as  by  a  cordiality  that  never  failed. 
He  was  quick  to  make  up  his  mind,  and  his 
decisions  were  announced  positively.  One  al- 
ways counted  on  a  square  deal,  with  Thomas 
Folger  and  was  never  disappointed.  He  at- 
tended to  his  business  affairs  in  a  quiet  man- 
ner, accomplished  successful  results  and  won 
friends,  which  is  much  to  say  for  a  man  in 
these  days.  His  successful  election  as  mayor 
a  few  years  ago,  against  a  strong  party  oppo- 


sition, showed  the  confidence  of  the  commu- 
nity, and  he  made  a  most  effective  official.  He 
was  impartial  in  his  court  work,  rich  and  poor 
receiving  impartial  justice,  while  his  rulings 
were  ever  tempered  with  good  sense.  He  has 
always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  his 
death  the  party  loses  one  of  its  most  loyal 
supporters.  The  city  loses  a  good  and  patri- 
otic citizen.  His  early  years  were  cheerfully 
given  to  the  service  of  his  country,  and  he 
also  cheerfully  undertook  those  civic  duties 
entrusted  to  him.  He  was  just  preparing  for 
a  vigorous  campaign  for  re-election  to  the 
mayoralty  when  death  cut  him  down,  and  he 
was  entering  into  it  with  a  zeal  born  entirely 
of  a  desire  to  help  toward  a  needed  reforni 
in  the  various  branches  of  the  city  government. 
He  was  glad  to  assume  the  burden  which 
would  follow  if  his  fellow  citizens  desired  it. 
A  good  man  indeed  has  gone  from  us." 

Hiram  Lesley  Larnard.  —  Noteworthy 
among  the  prosperous  and  practical  agricul- 
turists of  the  Western  Reserve  is  Hiram  Les- 
ley Larnard,  distinguished  as  a  native-born 
son,  as  the  worthy  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  family,  and  for  the  excellent  New 
England  ancestry  from  which  he  is  descended. 
A  son  of  Amos  J.  Larnard,  he  was  born  De- 
cember 3,  1844,  iri  Bazetta  township,  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio.  Amos  J.  Larnard  was  born 
March  6,  1808,  in  Westfield,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  grew  to  man*s  estate  and  subse- 
quently married  Eunice  Kellogg,  who  belonged 
to  an  old  and  highly  respected  family  of  Hamp- 
den county.  Soon  after  that  important  event 
he  came  with  his  bride  to  Trumbull  countv, 
Ohio,  locating  first  in  Fowler  township,  but 
afterwards  taking  up  land  in  Bazetta  town- 
ship, where  he  improved  a  homestead,  and  was 
engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death, 
March  6,  1892.  His  wife  survived  him,  dying 
in  1897,  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  her  body 
being  laid  to  rest  beside  his  in  the  Cortland 
cemetery.  He  was  active  in  local  affairs,  serv- 
ing for  over  twenty  years  as  justice  of  the 
peace  in  Bazetta. 

Brought  up  on  the  home  farm,  Hiram  Les- 
ley Larnard  was  educated  in  Bakersburg,  now 
called  Cortland,  attending  the  district  and  high 
schools.  In  1861  he  began  working  for  him- 
self, for  a  year  being  employed  on  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Great  Western  Railroad.  Returning 
then  to  his  old  home,  he  worked  on  the  farm 
and  in  the  mill,  making  cheese  boxes,  which 
were  then  in  great  demand,  until  1864.    Early 
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in  that  year,  in  March,  Mr.  Larnard  started 
westward  in  pursuit  of  fortune,  and  was  away 
from  home  six  years,  spending  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  as  a  miner  in  Montana,  al- 
though he  was  in  British  Columbia  two  years 
and  in  the  winter  of  1866  and  1867  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Salt  Lake  City.  In  1870  he  returned 
to  Cortland,  and  in  1881  assumed  possession 
of  his  present  farm,  which  he  has  since  man- 
aged with  both  pleasure  and  profit.  While 
living  in  Montana  Mr.  Larnard  served  two 
years  as  deputy  sheriff  in  Diamond  City,  that 
being  at  a  time  when  the  country  around  about 
him  was  in  its  wildest  state,  inhabited  to  a 
large  extent  with  a  lawless  people. 

On  December  3,  1873,  ^^r.  Larnard  married 
Mary  E.  Adams,  who  was  born  on  the  present 
home  farm,  December  3,  1839,  a  daughter  of 
Origin  B.  Adams.  Mrs.  Larnard  comes  from 
a  family  that  has  long  been  prominent  in  the 
annals  of  Massachusetts  and  which  has  fur- 
nished our  country  with  two  presidents,  John 
Adams  and  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  many 
statesmen  of  distinction.  The  family,  origi- 
nally called  Ap  Adams,  was  of  Welsh  origin, 
and  in  1296  a  member  was  called  to  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Edward  the  First  as  Baron  of  the 
Realm.  Mrs.  Larnard  is  a  descendant  in  the 
eighth  generation  from  Henry  Adams,  the  im- 
migrant, the  line  of  descent  being  as  follows: 
Henry,  Edward,  Henry,  Ebenezer,  Ebenezer, 
Ebenezer,  Origin  B.  and  Mary  E. 

Henry  Adams  emigrated  from  England  in 
1632  or  1633,  bringing  with  him  his  wife,  eight 
sons  and  a  daughter,  and  becoming  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Boston,  whose  authorities  al- 
lotted him  forty  acres  of  land  called  "The 
Mount."  He  died  in  Braintree,  Massachusetts, 
in  1646,  on  October  6,  and  was  there  buried. 
Ensign  Edward  Adams  was  born  in  England 
in  1630,  and  died  March  3,  1676,  in  Massachu- 
setts. He  married,  in  1652,  Lydia  Rockwood, 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Agnes  (Bicknell) 
Rockwood.  Henry  Adams,  born  in  Medfield, 
^lassachusetts,  October  29,  1662,  married  De- 
cember 19,  1691,  Patience  Ellis,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Mary  (Wright)  Ellis.  Ebenezer 
Adams,  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
February  11,  1704,  married  October  11,  1744, 
Elizabeth  Sears,  and  settled  in  Becket,  Mas- 
sachusetts. Ebenezer  Adams,  born  in  Can- 
terbury, Massachusetts,  August  19,  1746,  mar- 
ried April  30,  1770-1,  Mary  Carpenter,  who 
was  born  in  Becket,  Massachusetts,  July  9, 
1752.  Ebenezer  Adams,  born  in  Becket,  Mas- 
sachusetts, July  27,  1779,  married  Betsey  Gif- 


ford,  of  Lee,  Massachusetts,  and  in  March, 
1833,  moved  with  his  family  to  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  Janu- 
ary 16,  1857. 

Origin  B.  Adams  was  born  in  1804  in 
Becket,  Massachusetts,  and  died  in  Nelson, 
Ohio,  February  14,  1842.  He  married  March 
I,  1 83 1,  Kittie  Ann  Lewis,  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
and  Jemima  Lewis,  of  Dryden,  New  York. 
She  was  born  December  16,  1809,  in  New 
York,  and  died  in  Nelson,  Ohio,  March  6, 
1889.  Six  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Origin  B.  Adams,  one  of  whom,  Mary 
E.  Adams,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Larnard. 

Fred  John  Quirk,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful farmer  of  Hiram  township.  Portage 
county,  was  born  November  19,  1876,  in  Rich- 
mond, Missouri,  and  is  a  son  of  John  T.  and 
Mary  Emily  (Whitmer)  Quirk.  His  grand- 
father, John  Quirk,  a  native  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  emigrated  to  the  United  States  with  his 
family  when  his  son,  John  T.,  was  an  infant. 
John  T.  Quirk  was  born  in  1832  on  the  Isle 
of  Man  and  died  in  1886,  in  Richmond,  Mis- 
souri. He  was  married  in  Hiram  township 
by  Clinton  Young  to  Mary  Emily  Whitmer, 
Deceml>er  19,  1855,  and  they  became  parents 
of  four  children,  of  whom  three  survive,  one 
residing  in  Kansas  City  and  two  in  the  West- 
ern Reserve.  Marv  E.  Whitmer  was  born 
May  16,  1835,  in  Independence,  Missouri,  and 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  when  three  vears 
old,  with  her  mother,  to  Hiram  township  in 
1838.  Her  father,  Peter  Whitmer,  was  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  state;  he  married  Vashti 
Higley  and  they  had  three  children.  Her 
grandfather  was  also  named  Peter  Whitmer. 

Fred  J.  Quirk  attended  the  public  schools 
of  Richmond,  Missouri,  until  1890,  when  he 
went  to  Hiram  and  for  five  terms  attended 
Hiram  College,  under  President  E.  V.  Zallors. 
Upon  leaving  college  he  returned  to  Missouri 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Daggett  Dry 
Goods  Company,  of  Kansas  City,  where  he 
continued  two  years.  Returning  to  Hiram,  he 
took  up  farming  at  his  present  location,  at 
first  on  shares  in  company  with  his  stepfather, 
but  for  the  last  two  years  he  has  been  in  in- 
dependent possession  of  the  farm.  Mr.  Quirk 
married  Bessie  Dyer,  born  November  5,  1883, 
in  Cleveland;  they  were  married  in  Cleveland 
February  8,  1907,  and  have  no  children.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Franz  B.  Dyer,  born  Septem- 
ber 19,  1844,  in  Windsor,  Ohio,  and  died  Jan- 
uary 2y,  1902.     He  married,  in  Garrettsville, 
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Ohio,  May  5,  1881,  Cora  Hutchinson,  bom 
September  17,  1846,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, all  living  in  Cleveland.  Cora  Hutchin- 
son is  a  daughter  of  Egbert  Hutchinson,  born 
November  7,  1826,  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  died  October  15,  1901 ;  he  married  Sabrina 
B.  Baker,  who  was  born  in  1839.  Of  their 
four  children  three  are  living  in  the  Western 
Reserve;  Mrs.  Hutchinson  died  in  1879.  Eg- 
bert Hutchinson  is  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Hutchinson  Stevens,  of  whom  further  mention 
is  made  in  connection  with  the  article  of  her 
husband,  William  Stevens,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  work. 

GiRDEON  Lewis  Riley  was  born  January 
12,  1 841,  on  the  farm  he  now  occupies.  He 
is  a  son  of  Eppy  and  Diana  (Parish-Boise) 
Riley.  The  great-grandfather  removed  from 
England  to  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  his 
son. Julius  was  born  June  i,  1750,  at  Middle- 
town.  Julius  Riley  married  Mabel  Adkins  and 
then  moved  to  Chester,  Massachusetts,  where 
they  lived  for  some  time;  he  died  December 
I,  1838,  and  his  wife  October  12,  1837.  He 
was  a  minuteman  in  the  Revolution,  and  one 
of  the  light  horse  cavalry  of  General  Henry 
Lee.  Among  his  eight  children  was  Eppy,  born 
December  24,  1789,  in  Chester,  Massachusetts ; 
he  served  through  the  war  of  181 2.  Eppy 
Riley  married  (first)  May  29,  1811,  Rebecca 
Parish,  by  whom  he  had  six  children ;  he  died 
April  5,  1874,  and  she  September  i,  1834.  He 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  181 2,  making 
the  journey  from  Chester,  Massachusetts,  on 
foot.  He  made  two  trips  back,  each  time  on 
foot  and  barefoot.  He  married  (second)  July 
2,  1835,  Diana  (Parish)  Boise,  a  widow,  sis- 
ter of  his  first  wife,  and  their  three  children 
were:  Rebecca,  born  May  30,  1836;  Charles, 
August  24,  1838 ;  and  Girdcon  Lewis. 

Girdeon  L.  Riley  was  educated  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  Aurora  and  spent  one  term  at 
Hiram  College,  at  the  time  Garfield  was  its 
principal.  He  then  went  to  work  on  the  farm 
he  still  operates,  where  his  grandfather  lived 
and  died.  He  is  a  substantial  man  in  the  com- 
munity and  universally  liked  and  respected. 

Mr.  Riley  married,  March  i,  1866,  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  William  Henry,  and  born  October 
16,  1845,  ^"  Bainbridge,  Geauga  county,  Ohio. 
Her  father  was  born  November  3,  1794,  at 
Middlefield,  Massachusetts,  and  married  in  Au- 
rora, Portage  county,  Ohio,  in  1823,  Rachel 
McConoughely,  who  was  born  March  16,  1801, 
and  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  with  her 


parents  when  four  years  of  age.  William 
Henry  served  through  the  war  of  1812,  for 
which  his  widow  afterward  drew  a  pension. 
His  father,  Simon  Henry,  was  born  November 
2^,  1766,  in  Lebanon,  formerly  Windham,  Con- 
necticut, which  was  set  off  in  1800  as  the  town 
of  Columbus.  He  married  Rhoda  Parsons 
May  I,  1792;  she  was  born  in  Enfield,  Con- 
necticut, March  17,  1774.  They  had  five  sons 
and  three  daughters.  They  started  for  the 
Western  Reserve  September  18,  1817,  and  ar- 
rived in  Bainbridge  forty-four  days  afterward, 
after  a  weary  time  of  travel,  and  purchased  a 
tract  of  land  of  Simon  Perkins,  of  Warren. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  L.  Riley  had  two  children, 
namely:  Kittie,  born  April  16,  1867,  at  pres- 
ent living  at  home,  and  Caroline  Melissa,  born 
February  13,  1875,  ^i^d  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years. 

James  Burdette  Frost. — Especially  worthy 
of  mention  in  a  work  of  this  character  is  James 
Burdette  Frost,  of  Mantua,  Portage  county, 
who  is  distinguished  not  only  as  a  success- 
ful agriculturist,  but  as  a  native-born  citizen 
and  the  representative  of  the  pioneer  fam- 
ily of  prominence.  He  was  born  December  10, 
1 85 1,  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
occupies,  and  which  was  the  farm  consisting 
of  700  acres  of  his  father,  Elmer  Frost.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  comes  of  honored  New 
England  ancestry,  his  grandfather,  James 
Frost,  having  been  a  native  of  Massachusetts. 

Springing  from  a  family  of  note  James 
Frost  was  born  February  8,  1790,  in  Bland- 
ford,  Hampden  county,  Massachusetts,  and 
among  its  rugged  hills  grew  to  manhood.  In 
May,  1816,  animated  by  the  restless  spirit  char- 
acteristic of  the  true  born  American,  he  started 
westward  in  search  of  cheaper  lands,  his  mind 
instinctively  turning  toward  that  part  of  the 
country  settled  by  men  from  his  own  section 
of  New  England.  Investing  his  ready  money 
in  a  horse  and  wagon,  he  drove  across  the 
country  to  the  Western  Reserve,  where,  being 
pleased  with  the  country  round  about,  he  de- 
cided to  locate.  Having  no  ready  money,  he 
soon  exchanged  his  horse  and  vehicle  for  100 
acres  of  land  and  immediately  began  its  im- 
provement. Ere  long  the  ringing  strokes  of 
his  axe,  which  is  now  one  of  the  highly  prized 
treasures  of  his  grandson,  James  B.  Frost, 
could  be  heard,  as  he  levelled  the  giants  of  the 
forest  in  order  to  clear  a  space  in  which  to 
erect  his  first  dwelling  house.  He  labored  un- 
tiringly, in  course  of  time  placing  a  large  part 
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of  the  land  under  cultivation,  and  was  here 
employed  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  until  his  death, 
September  18,  1877.  On  January  8,  1818,  he 
married  Samira  Forward,  who  was  born  Oc- 
tober 29,  1798,  in  Warren,  Ohio,  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Forward,  and  they  became  the  par- 
ents of  seven  children. 

Elmer  Frost,  born  on  the  Frost  homestead 
in  Mantua  October  22,  1826,  passed  away 
February  14,  1885.  On  November  8,  1848,  he 
married  in  Mantua,  Ohio,  Rhoda  Ann  Reed, 
and  into  their  home  two  children  were  born, 
namely :  Eva  Adele,  who  lived  but  six  months, 
and  James  Burdette,  the  special  subject  of  this 
brief  personal  narrative.  Lyman  Reed,  Mrs. 
Frost's  father,  was  born  June  5,  1789,  in  Hart- 
ford, Connecticut,  and  died  August  15,  1873. 
He  married  Rhoda  Clark  on  November  12, 
1812,  and  she  died  February  19,  1855.  She 
was  born  in  Hartford  September  11,  1795, 
and  they  came  to  Ohio  in  1818. 

Brought  up  on  the  ancestral  homestead, 
James  B.  Frost  received  excellent  educational 
advantages,  attending  first  the  common 
schools,  afterward  continuing  his  studies  at 
Hiram,  where  for  several  winters  he  was  un- 
der the  instruction  of  B.  A.  Hinsdale,  prin- 
cipal of  the  school.  Choosing  the  independ- 
ent occupation  with  which  he  was  famiHar 
from  childhood,  he  assisted  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  home  estate,  which  is  one 
of  the  most  desirable  and  valuable  in  this 
part  of  Portage  county,  and  as  a  general 
farmer  has  been  eminently  successful. 

Mr.  Frost  married,  February  29,  1876,  Per- 
sis  Ann  Barker,  who  was  born  in  Mantua, 
Ohio,  and  was  here  bred  and  educated,  hav- 
ing been  one  of  his  early  playmates  and  school- 
mates. Her  father,  Norman  Barker,  was  born 
in  Newbury,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  April  21, 
1831,  and  died  February  22,  1885.  He  mar- 
ried Roxsah  Winchell,  their  marriage  being 
solemnized  in  Mantua  January  12,  1851.  The 
mother  died  May  31,  1864,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren. Mrs.  Frost^s  paternal  grandfather, 
George  Barker,  who  was  born  January  22, 
1804,  in  Venango,  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
March  15,  1867,  married  Alary  Ann  Bissell. 
by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  Her  mater- 
nal grandfather,  Chauncey  Winchell,  was  born 
in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  and  when  a  lad  of  six- 
teen years  began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own 
account.  With  a  solitary  sixpence  and  a  jack- 
knife  as  his  only  assets,  he  came  then  to  the 
Western  Reserve  in  search  of  a  fortune.  Ac- 
tive, energetic  and  thrifty,  he  succeeded  well. 


in  course  of  time  accumulating  a  sufficient 
property  to  maintain  himself  and  family  in  a 
befitting  manner.  He  married  in  May,  1825, 
Persis  Parker,  who  bore  him  twelve  children. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frost  have  one  child,  Elmer 
Norman,  who  was  born  June  2y,  1887.  He 
married,  August  27,  1908,  Emma  Krohn,  a  na- 
tive of  Auburn,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
they  have  one  child,  Mildred  Adele,  bom  April 
24,  1909.  Politically  Mr.  Frost  supports  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  though 
not  an  office  seeker  is  now  township  trustee. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Mantua. 

Milton  French. — The  venerable  and  hon- 
ored Milton  French,  now  a  retired  citizen  of 
Austinburg,  has  spent  all  but  five  of  his  four- 
score years  in  the  township,  and  until  about 
two  years  ago  lived  on  the  old  farm  to  which 
his  parents  brought  him  as  a  little  boy  of 
three.  He  is  therefore  justly  classed  as  one 
of  the  real  pioneers  and  reliable  citizens  of 
Ashtabula  county.  He  is  a  Massachusetts 
man,  born  April  2,  1829,  and  in  1832  his  par- 
ents brought  him  from  their  little  farm  in 
Massachusetts  to  their  new  and  larger  home- 
stead in  the  Western  Reserve.  On  the  family 
farm  between  Austinburg  and  Jefferson  the 
son  advanced  to  older  boyhood  and  youth, 
attended  the  district  school,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  attained  his  independence  in 
fact  as  in  years ;  for  from  that  time  he  worked 
along  independent  lines  as  an  agriculturist  and 
a  citizen. 

For  more  than  seventy  years  the  fine  old 
farm  in  Austinburg  township  was  Mr. 
French's  home  and  the  field  of  his  labors,  his 
only  absences  from  home  being  his  year's  visit 
to  northern  Michigan  and  the  same  length  of 
time  spent  in  Hudson,  New  York;  and  this 
temporary  desertion  of  his  home  township  and 
county  was  as  late  as  1898-9,  when  he  was 
approaching  his  seventieth  year.  Some  two 
years  ago  he  retired  from  active  work,  his 
agricultural  specialty  having  always  been 
dairying.  This  was  also  his  father's  special 
calling,  and  his  son  Robert,  who  now  carries 
on  the  home  place,  has  adopted  the  same  line. 
The  farm,  which  comprises  140  acres,  is  situ- 
ated in  the  gas  belt  of  northern  Ohio  and, 
although  no  wells  have  been  developed,  the 
Phillips  Gas  Company  pays  Mr.  French  one 
dollar  per  acre  for  the  purpose  of  barring  all 
prospecting  parties  from  his  land. 

In    1858  Mr.   French  married  Miss  Eliza- 
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beth  Bull,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Rebecca' 
Bull  and  a  native  of  Stephentown,  New  York, 
who  was  reared  in  Rochester.  Mrs.  Milton 
French  died  in  April,  1891,  mother  of  four 
children,  of  whom  Nettie  did  not  survive  her 
sixth  year.  Robert,  who  is  on  the  old  home- 
stead, married  Miss  Florence  Penny ;  Mary  F. 
is  a  teacher  in  Lake  Erie  College,  at  Paines- 
ville ;  and  Harry  E.,  who  resides  in  Cleveland, 
married  Miss  Emily  Clemens  and  is  the  father 
of  a  daughter,  Elizabeth  (named  after  her 
grandmother). 

William  A.  Ladd,  a  well-known  farmer 
of  Randolph  township.  Portage  county,  rep- 
resents a  family  of  substance  and  good  stand- 
ing, which  has  been  established  in  this  part  of 
the  Reserve  for  nearly  seventy  years.  He  is 
a  son  of  William  C.  and  Martha  C.  (Bard) 
Ladd,  who  located  in  Mantua  township,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  county,  during  the  year 
1840,  and  was  himself  born  in  Ravenna,  March 
8,  1852.  In  1854  he  moved  to  Randolph,  Por- 
tage county,  Ohio.  There  the  family  homestead 
had  been  founded  on  a  tract  of  about  100 
acres,  and  it  was  in  that  locality  that  William 
and  Minnie,  the  two  children,  were  reared  and 
educated. 

The  son  resided  with  his  parents  until  his 
marriage,  April  3,  1873,  to  Miss  Eliza  Stall- 
smith.  His  wife,  who  was  born  May  i,  1852, 
is  a  daughter  of  David  and  Julia  (Gonby) 
Stallsmith.  Their  son,  William  D.  Ladd,  who 
resides  at  home,  is  married  to  Grace  Steffy, 
and  they  have  two  children,  Martha  C.  and 
David  C.  In  politics  the  elder  Mr.  Ladd  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  been  honored  with  several 
township  offices. 

James^B.  Stewart. — A  highly  intelligent 
and  much  respected  resident  of  Edinburg. 
township,  Portage  county,  James  B.  Stewart  is 
widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  this 
section,  not  only  as  a  prosperous  agriculturist, 
but  as  a  skillful  carpenter  and  as  a  man  of 
considerable  prominence  in  public  affairs.  A 
native  of  Canfield,  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  he 
was  born  March  25,  1857,  ^  son  of  Hugh 
Stewart.  Hugh  Stewart  immigrated  to  the 
United  States  from  Ireland,  landing  in  Bos- 
ton. Spending  but  a  brief  time  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  he  pushed  his  way  westward,  lo- 
cating first  in  Canfield,  Ohio,  where  he  lived 
a  few  years.  Coming  from  there  to  Portage 
county  in  1859,  he  bought  a  farm  of  fifty-three 
acres  in  Edinburg,  and  here  carried  on  gen- 


eral farming  with  gratifying  results,  placing- 
the  larger  part  of  the  land  under  cultivation 
and  erecting  a  substantial  set  of  farm  build- 
ings. He  married  Sarah  Bigham,  also  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland. 

Until  after  attaining  his  majority  James  B. 
Stewart  resided  with  his  parents,  in  the  mean- 
time learning  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  most  successfully  until  his  marriage. 
Buying  then  fifty  acres  now  included  in  his 
present  farm,  he  labored  with  well  directed 
efforts,  and  has  since  added  by  purchase  to 
his  landed  possessions,  having  now  eighty- 
eight  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  from  which 
he  reaps  satisfactory  harvests.  He  also  works 
at  times  at  his  trade  of  a  carpenter. 

On  October  7,  1884,  Mr.  Stewart  married 
Sarah  J.  Wilson,  who  was  born  March  17, 
1858,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  Wil- 
son. Her  parents  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Ireland  coming  from  there  to  Ohio  in 
the  later  fifties  and  settling  in  Canfield,  Ma- 
honing county.  Mr.  Stewart  is  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  church,  which  he  is 
serving  as  deacon  and  trustee.  He  is  a  thor- 
oughly upright,  honest  man,  and  for  eight 
years  has  been  township  trustee,  filling  the  po- 
sition in  a  manner  reflecting  credit  upon  his 
ability  and  judgment.  Two  sons  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancy,  and  the  other,  Walter  Stewart, 
lives  at  home. 

William  G.  King. — Exceptionally  well 
equipped  for  his  chosen  vocation,  as  well  by 
natural  gifts  and  temperament  as  by  his  legal 
knowledge  and  skill,  William  G.  King,  of 
Chardon,  stands  high  among  the  leading  law- 
yers of  Geauga  county.  His  integrity  and 
character,  compacted  of  generations  of  a  stal- 
wart New  England  ancestry,  are  above  re- 
proach both  in  public  and  in  private  life.  He 
was  born,  February  i,  1863,  in  Chardon  town- 
ship, on  the  farm  on  which  his  father,  Lever- 
ette  G.  King,  also  drew  the  first  breath  of  life. 
Mr.  King's  paternal  grandfather  came  from  his 
native  place,  Suffield,  Connecticut,  with  his 
father  and  four  of  his  brothers  to  the  Western 
Reserve  and  settled  west  of  Chardon,  in  Ge- 
auga county,  on  the  road  known  now  as  King 
street,  it  having  received  its  name  in  honor  of 
that  sturdy  little  company  from  New  England. 

Born  on  the  homestead  which  his  father 
redeemed  from  the  w^ilderness,  Leverette  G. 
King  early  became  familiar  with  agricultural 
labors,  which  he  followed  with  success  during 
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his  active  life.  Succeeding  to  the  ownership  of 
the  paternal  acres,  he  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  until  his  death,  Novem- 
ber II,  1894.  A  man  of  intelligence  and  wise 
judgment,  he  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  the 
community  in  which  he  spent  his  life,  and,  not- 
withstanding that  he  was  one  of  the  few  Dem- 
ocrats of  the  neighborhood,  he  was  several 
times  elected  to  fill  local  offices  of  importance, 
his  worth  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  being  recog- 
nized and  appreciated.  He  was  a  devoted 
churchman  and  very  active  in  the  organization 
and  maintenance  of  the  Disciples  church.  He 
married  Nancy  L.  Merrill,  who  was  born  in 
Amherst,  Massachusetts,  and  came  with  her 
parents  to  Chardon  in  1835.  She  died  on  the 
home  farm  May  i,  1891. 

As  a  boy  William  G.  King  assisted  in  the 
labors  incidental  to  farm  life,  acquiring  his 
first  knowledge  of  books  in  the  rural  schools 
of  his  community.  After  his  graduation  from 
the  Chardon  High  School  he  taught  school  in 
the  country  for  two  years,  in  the  meantime 
reading  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  Orin  S.  Farr, 
a  noted  jurist  in  the  Geauga  county  courts. 
On  December  6,  1886,  Mr.  King  was  admitted 
to  the  bar.  The  following  April  he  went  west, 
and  for  two  years  was  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Kansas  and  Colorado.  Re- 
turning to  Chardon  in  the  spring  of  1889,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  W.  S.  Metcalf,  of 
Chardon,  and  here  continued  his  professional 
work,  building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative 
law  ])ractice.  From  1894  until  1898,  under 
Cleveland's  second  administration,  he  served 
as  postmaster  of  Chardon,  continuing  his  legal 
duties  at  the  same  time. 

Although  a  tried  and  true  Democrat  living 
in  a  Republican  stronghold,  Mr.  King  has  ever 
been  active  in  political  circles.  In  the  early 
part  of  1887  he  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace,  but  resigned  the  office  when  he  went 
west.  In  1902  he  was  honored  by  an  election 
to  the  highest  municipal  office,  and  for  one 
term  filled  the  mayor's  chair.  In  1905  he  was 
elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Geauga 
county,  a  compliment  showing  his  great  pop- 
ularity, he  being  the  only  Democrat  that  has 
been  elected  to  a  county  office  in  Geauga 
county  for  upwards  of  half  a  century,  and 
served  ably  during  the  ensuing  term. 

Mr.  King  married,  June  18,  1894,  Kate 
Hovcy,  who  was  born  in  Geauga  county,  a 
daughter  of  Elijah  F.  and  Hannah  M.  (Phil- 
brick)  Hovey,  both  natives  of  this  county. 
Her  Grandfather  Hovey  came  to  the  Western 


Reserve  in  pioneer  days  from  Springfield, 
Massachusetts,  while  her  Grandfather  Phil- 
brick  migrated  from  Maine  to  Ohio,  settling 
in  Geauga  county.  Her  father  died  September 
15,  1905,  in  Munson,  but  her  mother  is  still 
living.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King^  Merrill  L.  and  Kenneth  W. 
Fraternally  Mr.  King  is  a  member  of  Chardon 
Lodge,  No.  210,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  Chester 
Lodge,  K.  of  P.  A  man  of  recognized  ability 
professionally  and  in  business  circles,  Mr. 
King  stands  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  fel- 
low men,  and  is  eminently  worthy  of  the  re- 
spect and  confidence  so  generously  accorded 
him  throughout  the  community. 

Thomas  W.  Pape. — Standing  prominent 
among,  the  well  known  and  able  citizens  of 
Lorain  is  Thomas  W.  Pape,  a  master  plumber 
and  president  of  the  City  Council.  He  is  held 
in  high  respect  as  a  man  of  honor  and  integ- 
rity, and  his  influence  and  assistance  are  always 
sought  in  behalf  of  undertakings  for  the  public 
good.  Distinguished  as  a  native  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,  he  was  born,  October  17,  1867, 
in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  father,  Thomas  Pape, 
was  born  and  brought  up  in  Yorkshire,  Eng- 
land. He  came  to  this  country  as  a  young 
man,  and  subsequently  settled  permanently  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  Hutchinson,  was  born  in 
England,  cam-e  to  Ohio  with  her  parents,  and 
was  married  in  Cleveland,  where  her  death  oc- 
curred some  years  later. 

Completing  his  early  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  Cleveland,  Thomas  W.  Pape  began 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  to  develop  his  na- 
tive mechanical  ability  in  the  plumber's  shop, 
where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
plumbing  trade.  He  afterwards  followed  his 
chosen  occupation  in  Cleveland  until  1901, 
when  he  established  himself  in  Lorain,  where 
he  has  since  had  charge  of  the  practical  plumb- 
ing of  the  Lorain  Hardware  Company,  filling 
the  position  in  a  manner  satisfactory  not  only 
to  the  firm,  but  to  the  firm's  patrons. 

In  1904  Mr.  Pape  had  the  honor  of  being 
elected  to  represent  the  Third  Ward  in  the 
City  Council,  and  in  1907  was  made  president 
of  the  organization,  serving  in  that  capacity  so 
ably  that  in  1909  he  was  re-elected  for  another 
term  of  three  years.  Fraternally  he  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees. 

Mr.  Pape  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ella 
Leach,  a  native  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  and  to 
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them  four  children  have  been  born,  namely: 
Gertrude,  Ellsworth,  Frank  and  Catherine. 

Herman  C.  Parker,  of  Franklin  township, 
Portage  county,  is  the  owner  and  operator  of 
Lake  Side  Farm,  one  of  the  prettiest  and  most 
productive  pieces  of  fruit  property  in  this  sec- 
tion. His  family  was  among  the  pioneers  of 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  his  paternal  grandfather, 
Edmund  Parker,  locating  at  Madison,  in  1821, 
purchasing  land  in  the  locality  and  spending 
his  last  years  there. 

Herman  C.  was  born  at  Harpersfield,  Ash- 
tabula county,  Ohio,  on  the  22nd  of  July, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Silas  and  Phebe  D. 
(Beck with)  Parker.  The  father  was  a  native 
of  the  Berkshire  Hills  country  in  Massachu- 
setts and  his  wife  was  born  at  New  London, 
Connecticut,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phoebe 
(Powers)  Beckwith.  The  parents  were  mar- 
ried at  Chardon,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
xrommenced  housekeeping  near  Madison,  Lake 
county,  later  moving  to  Shalersville  township. 
Portage  county,  and  subsequently  to  Harpers- 
field,  Ashtabula  county.  Some  eight  years 
afterward  they  located  in  Geauga  county, 
where  the  wife  died  on  June  21,  1858.  The 
husband  and  father  then  returned  to  Ashta- 
bula county,  where  he  married  Mrs.  William 
Norton,  a  widow,  and  died  there  in  October, 
1879.  There  were  five  children  bv  the  first  mar- 
riage, the  four  brothers  of  Herman  C.  being 
Orie  C.  E.,  now  a  resident  of  Trumbull,  Ohio ; 
Lorrin,  deceased;  Manville,  who  lives  in  Gen- 
eva, this  state;  and  Silas,  who  spent  his  last 
days  as  a  Union  soldier. 

Herman  C.  attended  district  school  until  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  lived  at  home 
until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then 
entered  the  Pennsylvania  oil  fields  and  was 
also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Bay 
City,  Michigan,  where  he  remained  for  a  year 
after  his  marriage,  in  1876.  Mr.  Parker's  next 
move  was  to  Franklin  township,  where  he 
purchased  the  forty-six  acres  of  land  which  he 
has  since  so  successfully  devoted  to  the  raising 
of  small  fruits  and  vegetables.  Since  he  be- 
came a  voter  Mr.  Parker  has  been  a  worker 
for  Republicanism,  and  for  many  years  has 
been  an  active  member  of  the  township  board 
of  education.  His  fraternal  identification  is 
with  the  Foresters  of  America  No.  43.  In 
January  1867,  Mr.  Parker  married  Miss  Mary 
A.  Beckwith,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Susan 
(Ettinger)  Beckwith,  his  wife's  father  being 
a  native  of  Portage  county.     The  children  of 


this  union  were  RolHn  Custer  Parker,  who 
resides  at  home;  Flora  L.,  now  Mrs.  Everad 
D.  Nichols,  of  Ravenna  township;  and  Leslie 
B.  and  Ralph  E.,  who  also  live  with  their 
parents. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom. — During  many  years 
Mr.  Ransom  has  been  numbered  among  the 
representative  business  men  of  the  city  of  San- 
dusky, and  he  is  a  native  son  of  Erie  county, 
with  whose  annals  the  family  name  has  been 
long  and  prominently  identified.  He  repre- 
sented his  native  county  and  state  as  a  valiant 
soldier  of  the  Union  in  the  Civil  war,  and  in 
the  '^piping  times  of  peace"  he  has  shown  a 
civic  loyalty  and  personal  integrity  of  pur- 
pose that  compare  well  with  the  intrinsic  pa- 
triotism which  he  manifested  when  the  integ- 
rity of  the  nation  was  imperiled  through  armed 
rebellion.  He  is  now  one  of  the  prominent 
representatives  of  the  real  estate  business  in 
Sandusky  and  as  a  citizen  he  commands  un- 
qualified confidence  and  esteem. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom  was  born  in  Perkins 
township,  Erie  county,  Ohio,  on  the  28th  of 
August,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  W.  and 
Mary  (Wright)  Ransom,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  near  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1814, 
and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  near  Fish- 
kill,  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  in  1818.  The 
father  came  to  Erie  county  in  1823,  and  the 
mother  came  here  with  her  parents  in  1835; 
her  marriage  to  Isaac  W.  Ransom  was  solem- 
nized about  the  year  1839.  Russell  Ransom, 
grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch,  was  numbered  among  the  sterling  pio- 
neers of  Erie  county,  where  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  1823,  and  here  he  reclaimed  a 
farm  from  the  forest  wilderness.  He  became 
one  of  the  honored  and  influential  citizens  of 
the  pioneer  community  and  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  Erie  county  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  Ransom,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Continental  line  in  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  who  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Saratoga,  New  York — "Burgoyne's  Surren- 
der." This  honored  patriot,  when  venerable 
in  years,  came  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  to  visit 
his  son  Russell,  and  on  his  return  journey  to 
his  home  he  embarked  on  a  lake  vessel  at 
Huron;  from  that  time  no  trace  of  him  was 
ever  found,  and  his  fate  is  but  a  matter  of 
conjecture  today,  as  it  was  to  his  anxious  fam- 
ily at  that  time.  The  lineage  of  the  Ransom 
family  is  traced  back  (vide  "The  American 
Ransoms,"  by  \\'yllys  C.  Ransom,  A.  M.,)  to 
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Robert  Ransom,  of  Plymouth,  Massachusetts, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  native  of 
either  Ipswich  or  Kent,  England,  and  who 
came  to  America  prior  to  1654,  his  son 
Mathew,  his  son  Joseph,  and  his  son  Joseph, 
the  Revolutionary  soldier  above  mentioned. 

DeLos  C.  Ransom  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead  farm  in  Perkins  township,  Erie 
county,  and  his  early  educational  advantages 
were  those  afforded  in  the  common  schools 
of  the  locality  and  period.  He  graduated  in 
the  Sandusky  high  school  in  i860.  He  con- 
tinued to  be  associated  in  the  work  and  man- 
agement of  the  farm  until  the  time  of  the  Civil 
war,  when  his  intrinsic  loyalty  and  patriotism 
were  quickened  to  decisive  action,  as  shown 
in  the  fact  that  in  August,  1862,  he  tendered 
his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union  by  enlist- 
ing as  a  private  in  Company  G,  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry, 
with  which  gallant  command  he  continued  in 
service  until  the  close  of  the  great  internecine 
conflict.  He  took  part  in  a  number  of  the  im- 
portant battles  marking  the  progress  of  the 
war,  including  that  of  Cedar  Creek  under 
General  Sheridan,  October  19,  1864;  New 
Market,  Virginia,  under  General  Sigel,  1864; 
Winchester,  Virginia,  under  General  Milroy, 
1863 ;  same  place  under  General  Hunter,  1864; 
same  place  under  General  Sheridan,  1864; 
Shenandoah  Ford,  Virginia,  1864;  Fisher  Hill, 
Virginia,  1864;  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  1864; 
Berryville,  Virginia,  1864;  Piedmont,  Vir- 
ginia, 1864;  Hatcher's  Run,  Virginia,  1865; 
and  capture  of  Fort  Gregg,  Virginia,  1865. 
In  1863,  with  his  entire  regiment,  he  was  con- 
fined in  historic  old  Libby  prison  after  he  and 
his  comrades  were  captured  by  the  enemy  at 
Stevenson's  Junction.  The  regiment  is  made 
the  special  mention  in  the  memoirs  of 
General  Grant,  who  there  enters  record  con- 
cerning the  effective  service  rendered  by  this 
regiment  on  this  special  occasion,  told  also  by 
Historian  General  Horace  Porter,  in  "Battles 
of  Civil  War."  The  regiment  was  sent  out 
to  burn  Farmville  bridge  in  Virginia,  and 
again  captured  in  toto  by  Lee's  army.  The 
little  band,  consisting  of  less  than  600  men, 
made  several  gallant  charges  in  an  unsuccess- 
ful effort  to  break  through  the  enemy's  ranks, 
and  inflicted  upon  the  Confederate  forces  a 
loss,  in  killed  and  wounded,  more  than  equal 
to  their  entire  number.  Here  Colonel  Reed, 
commanding,  fell  mortally  wounded,  as  did 
also  General  Washburn,  and  at  the  close  of 


the  conflict  on  this  occasion  nearly  every  officer 
of  the  regiment,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of 
the  rank  and  file,  had  been  killed  or  wounded. 
Under  these  conditions  the  little  band  of  sur- 
vivors, after  having  contended  gallantly 
against  fearful  odds,  was  compelled  to  sur- 
render. It  is  thus  a  matter  of  record  that  this 
valiant  command  of  less  than  600  men  had 
checked  the  progress  of  a  strong  detachment 
of  the  Confederate  army.  In  connection  with 
this  event  the  personal  memoirs  of  General 
Grant  state  that  this  arrest  of  the  advance  of 
Lee's  army  undoubtedly  saved  to  the  Union 
forces  the  trains  following  General  Lee.  Mr. 
Ransom  was  mustered  out  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
after  the  close  of  the  war  and  duly  received 
his  honorable  discharge.  He  proved  one  of 
the  brave  and  gallant  two  million  soldiers  and 
his  military  record  shall  ever  redound  to  his 
credit  as  one  of  the  loyal  sons  of  the  republic 
and  as  a  man  who  had  the  courage  of  his  con- 
victions at  this  climacteric  period  of  the  na- 
tion's history,  even  as  he  has  in  all  other  rela- 
tions of  life.  He  has  ever  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  his  old  comrades  in  arms,  and  this 
is  signified  by  his  membership  in  McMeens 
Post,  No.  19,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Ransom 
returned  to  Erie  county,  where  he  continued 
to  be  identified  with  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1877,  when  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness in  Sandusky,  where  he  has  since  contin- 
ued in  this  line  of  enterprise,  in  connection 
with  which  his  operations  have  been  of  wide 
scope,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Sandusky 
Platting  Commission  to  lay  out  an  orderly  city 
in  advance  of  population.  He  won  in  a  hardly 
contested  suit  for  its  enforcement,  and  it  has 
inured  greatly  to  the  civic  and  material  prog- 
ress and  upbuilding  of  the  city.  He  is  the 
inventor  of  the  "Ransom  Internal  Combustion 
Heater."  He  is  a  man  of  broad  mental  ken 
and  is  known  as  a  great  reader  and  independ- 
ent thinker.  He  has  relied  upon  his  own  de- 
ductions and  has  ordered  his  course  in  accord 
with  the  dictates  of  mature  judgment  and 
earnest  and  well  fortified  convictions  for  a 
"fair  deal"  and  equal  opportunity  for  all.  He 
is  essentially  individual,  and  while  sincere,  tol- 
erant and  kindly  in  his  association  with  his 
fellow  men,  he  never  has  compromised  with 
convictions  or  conscience  for  the  sake  of  per- 
sonal expediency.  He  views  men  and  affairs 
in  correct  proportions  and  his  intellectual  per- 
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spective  is  broad  and  comprehensive.  He  has 
not  failed  to  gain  his  quota  of  victories,  and 
when  victory  perched  on  opposing  banners  he 
bore  injustice  with  equanimity,  waiting  time's 
remorseless  righting  of  wrong  under  the 
grateful  influence  of  peace,  and  as  a  soldier 
of  the  republic  his  attitude  is  well  shown  in 
the  quotation  from  Shakespeare,  of  whose 
works  he  is  a  close  and  appreciative  student — 
''Lay  on,  Macduff,  and  damned  be  he  who  first 
cries  'Hold !  Enough !'  *'  In  politics  Mr.  Ran- 
som has  ever  been  found  arrayed  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  while  never  a  seeker  of  official  preferment 
he  has  shown  a  loyal  interest  in  public  affairs, 
especially  those  of  local  order. 

In  the  year  1869  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Ransom  to  Miss  Caroline  Taylor, 
who  was  born  in  Perkins,  Erie  county,  (Dhio, 
on  the  24th  of  March,  1839,  and  who  was  a 
daughter  of  Nelson  and  Martha  (Akins)  Tay- 
lor, the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut and  the  latter  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Ransom  was  summoned  to  the  life  eter- 
nal in  1901,  and  is  survived  by  her  husband 
and  two  nephews  (adopted),  whom  she  greatly 
assisted  in  giving  an  education  and  honest 
character.  Ross  D.  L.  Ransom,  twenty-six 
years  of  age,  is  a  farmer  at  Perkins,  in  Erie 
county,  Ohio.  He  married  Rosalie  Badgeley, 
born  in  Canada  in  1881  and  they  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Bessie  Ransom,  two  years  of  age.  Web- 
ster H.  Ransom,  the  younger  of  the  two 
nephews,  born  in  1886,  is  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michi- 
gan, studying  for  the  United  States  forestry 
service. 

The  joint  engraving  accompanying  this 
sketch  is  a  picture  of  the  happy  intellectual  life 
of  Mr.  DeLos  C.  Ransom  and  wife,  Caroline 
Taylor,  for  their  closed  life's  journey  of  a  third 
of  a  century.  "Plato,  thou  reasonest  well ; 
whence  this  pleasing  hope,  this  fond  desire  for 
immortality." 

Irvin  B.  Davis  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  representatives  of  the  business  inter- 
ests of  Portage  county,  and  his  home  is  in 
At  water  township.  Born  on  the  22nd  of  No- 
vember, 1879,  he  is  a  son  of  James  and  Del- 
ilah (Miller)  Davis,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Favette  countv,  Pennsylvania.  The  son  re- 
mained  at  home  with  his  parents  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  in  the  meantime  moving  with 
them  to  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  since  the  early  age  of  ten  he  has  been  iden- 
tified with  business  life  as  a  miner. 


On  the  23rd  of  December,  1904,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Bertha  M.  Wilson, 
from  Fayette  county,  that  state,  and  together 
they  came  to  Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
23rd  of  November,  1908,  Mr.  Davis  resuming 
his  mining  operations  here.  The  one  child 
of  this  union  is  a  daughter,  Amelia  M.  Davis. 
Mr.  Davis  affiliates  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  American 
Mechanics,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  church. 

Arthur  L.  Dudley,  a  prosperous  farmer 
of  Henrietta  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
and  a  public-spirited  and  useful  citizen,  is  a 
native  of  the  township  and  county,  born  in 
1856,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  He 
attended  the  local  public  school  and  also  took 
a  course  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  Returning  home, 
he  took  up  farming,  which  he  has  since  con- 
tinued on  the  old  homestead.  He  is  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  in  the  community. 

In  1894  Mr.  Dudley  married  Ella  W. 
daughter  of  Ellis  and  Elizabeth  (Sanders) 
Whitlock,  the  former  from  Vermont  and  the 
latter  from  Nova  Scotia.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children :  Helen  A., 
born  March  5,  1895 ;  Lorina  Marian,  August 
13,  1896;  Lumer  Whitlock,  September  22, 
1898;  Joseph  Harwood,  June  22,  1900;  Dyte 
Sanders,  born  December  15,  1901,  died  June 
6,  1904;  Grace  E.,  born  July  14,  1907;  and 
Lewis  Arthur,  March  27,  1909. 

Abraham  Bear. — The  r)ear  family  is  one 
of  the  oldest  in  Sandusky,  and  the  name  has 
been  prominently  associated  with  the  business 
life  of  this  city  for  many  years.  Nathan  and 
Harriet  (Wiener)  Bear,  both  from  Germany, 
were  married  in  Cleveland,  and  when  their  son 
Abraham  was  a  year  old  they  came  to  San- 
dusky,  Nathan  beginning  work  at  his  trade  of 
cabinet  making.  He  afterward  embarked  in 
the  grocery  business,  later  was  associated  with 
the  wholesale  fish  business  and  still  later  with 
the  wholesale  fish  and  pork  business,  finally 
establishing  the  pork  packing  house  with 
which  his  name  was  so  prominently  associated 
for  many  years,  that  of  the  Hosmer,  Bear  & 
Company.  He  continued  as  a  member  of  that 
firm  until  the  time  of  his  death  and  in  the  same 
he  has  been  succeeded  by  his  son. 

Abraham  Bear,  born  in  Cleveland  in  1842, 
received  his  educational  training,  in  the  high 
school  of  Sandusky,  and  after  its  completion  he 
became  associated  with  his  father  in  the  pack- 
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ing  house,  the  firm  name  subsequently  becom- 
ing Bear  &  Son.  A  year  after  the  death  of 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  the  name  was 
changed  to  Bear  &  Ruth,  and  has  thus  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time. 

Charles  W.  Redfield  is  identified  with  the 
professional  life  of  Portage  county  as  an  edu- 
cator, and  he  has  taught  at  Charlestown  and 
other  places.  Born  on  the  21st  of  June,  1889, 
he  is  a  son  of  Frank  Albert  Redfield,  who  re- 
sides at  Jerome,  this  state,  and  he  in  turn  is 
a  son  of  L.  D.  Redfield,  also  of  that  place.  For 
a  time  Charles  W.  Redfield  resided  with  his 
mother  at  Atwater,  engaged  in  general  labor, 
and  then  coming  to  Charlestown  has  since 
taught  in  its  schools.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in 
the  truest  sense  of  the  word,  and  deserves 
much  credit  and  honor  for  the  success  he  has 
achieved  thus  far  on  his  life's  journey. 

Emanuel  R.  Spiers  has  left  his  impress 
upon  many  of  the  different  interests  of  Port- 
age county,  being  an  educator,  farmer  and  sol- 
dier. In  his  early  youth  he  attended  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  at  the  age  of  thirty-three 
he  matriculated  in  and  graduated  from  a  nor- 
mal school  at  Worthington,  Ohio,  and  from 
there  entered  Mount  Union  College,  which  he 
attended  up  to  the  senior  year.  Upon  leaving 
school  he  was  made  the  superintendent  of  the 
graded  school  at  Mt.  Union,  and  coming  from 
there  to  Charlestown  he  has  ever  since  made 
his  home  in  this  township.  Three  years  of  his 
early  life  were  spent  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  entering  the  ranks  in  1862,  and 
after  his  marriage  he  bought  his  farm  of  162 
acres  in  Charlestown  township,  where  he  reared 
his  family  and  farmed  for  many  years.  He  has 
served  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  three  years, 
and  also  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  educa- 
tion, being  president  of  the  said  board  for 
four  years. 

Mr.  Spiers  was  born  on  the  20th  of  July, 
1843,  i^  Portage  county,  and  his  father,  Will- 
iam Spiers,  was  from  England,  but  coming  to 
America  and  Portage  county,  Ohio,  he  secured 
a  farm  of  sixty-six  acres  in  the  township  of 
Atwater.  In  his  family  were  five  sons  and  a 
daughter,  and  the  number  included  Emanuel 
R.  Spiers,  who  married  Ellen  Baith,  and  they 
have  had  two  sons  and  three  daughters — Ar- 
thur P.,  who  is  attending  school  at  Lima,  New 
York;  Mabel,  engaged  in  educational  work 
in  Beloit ;  Bessie,  a  student  in  the  high  school 
at  Ravenna;  and   Ina  and  Robert,  at  home 


with  their  parents.  Mr.  Spiers  is  a  member  of 
the  Grange,  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Repub- 
lic and  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance.  His  life  in 
the  main  has  been  very  quietly  and  pleasantly 
passed  thus  far  on  its  journey,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  honored  residents  of  his  community. 

Ralph  M.  Curtis  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  representatives  of  the  agricultural  in- 
terests of  Portage  county  as  well  as  among  its 
native  sons,  born  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1882,  to  Frank  C.  and  Anna  M.    (Mahon) 
Curtis,  who  are  natives  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve, and  were  married  here  on  the  23rd  of 
October,  1880.     Frank  C.  Curtis  is  a  son  of 
Anson  and  Harriet  G.  Curtis,  who  were  from 
Massachusetts.     Anson  Curtis  came  to  Port- 
age county  when  eighteen  years  of  age,  jour- 
nying  with  ox  teams,  and  he  secured  a  farm 
here  of  iii  acres.    He  cleared  and  improved 
his   land,  and   the  log  cabin   which  he  first 
built  thereon  was  in  time  superseded  by  the 
frame  building  which  now  does  service  as  a 
buggy    shed.      By    his    marriage    to    Harriet 
Greenleaf  he  became  the  father  of  three  chil- 
dren. Homer  A.,  Frank  C.  and  Mary  E.,  but 
the  last  named  is  deceased.    Frank  C.  Curtis  in 
time  came  into  possession  of  his  father's  old 
homestead,  and  the  property  is  now  owned  by 
his  son,  Ralph  M.  Curtis,  the  subject  of  this 
review,  he  having  inherited  the  place  five  years 
ago.     His  home  is  rich  in  antiques,  including 
his  great-grandmother's  spinning  wheel,  with 
the  flax  on  its  head  just  as  she  left  it.    He  also 
has  a  geography  and  primer  used  by  his  grand- 
parents, and  one  of  the  clocks  of  this  historic 
old  home  is  now  over  a  hundred  years  old. 

Mr.  Curtis  married  on  the  23rd  of  June, 
1904,  Mary  E.  Gardner,  born  in  Freedom 
township  October  28,  1883,  a  daughter  of 
Frank  P.  and  Kate  P.  (Weigand)  Gardner, 
and  the  father  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cur- 
tis are  both  members  of  the  Congregational 
church,  and  he  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
affiliations.  He  has  served  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  as  a  school  director. 

Harry  T.  Zelnar,  Brimfield  township,  is  a 
progressive  farmer  of  substance  and  honorable 
standing.  He  is  a  native  of  Magadore,  in  the 
township  named,  bom  on  the  27th  of  January, 
1877,  and  is  a  son  of  George  N.  and  Mary 
(Moulton)  Zelnar.  His  parents  were  also 
born  in  Brimfield  township — the  father,  April 
16,  1839,  and  the  mother,  January  i,  1851: 
the  paternal  grandfather  settled  there  in  1835 
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and  the  maternal  grandfather  was  also  native 
to  it.  In  both  a  broad  and  special  sense,  there- 
fore, the  Zelnar  family  is  notably  connected 
with  the  pioneer  history  of  Portage  county. 
When  the  grandfather  on  the  paternal  side 
came  to  Brimfield  township  he  continued  his 
life  as  a  farmer,  and  in  quite  young  manhood 
married  Miss  Mary  Harter,  daughter  of  Jacob 
Harter  a  neighboring  agriculturist.  Jeremiah 
C.  Moulton,  the  grandfather  on  the  mother's 
side,  was  of  mixed  blood,  his  father  being 
half-Indian.  The  latter  located  in  Brimfield 
township  alx)ut  1812,  and  afterward  married, 
at  Devil's  Lake,  Minnesota,  Miss  Columbia 
Iloughaboon,  a  Canadian  girl  of  Scotch-Irish 
parentage.  Besides  Harry  T.,  the  children 
bfjrn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  X.  Zelnar  were 
as  follows:  Eug:ene  L.,  who  resides  in  Maga- 
dore  and  married  Miss  Nettie  Potts;  Adella, 
born  in  Springfield  township  in  1867 ;  Myrtle, 
born  in  Tallmadgc,  in  1880,  whoj  in  Septem- 
ber, 1907,  married  Edward  Dussel,  son  of 
Peter  Dussel  of  Randolph  township,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  Perry, 
also  a  native  of  Magadore  township,  born  in 
1884;  and  Bessie,  who  was  lx)rn  in  Brimfield 
township  in  1888,  married  Roy  Kelso  in  1907 
and  now  lives  in  Kent.  Harry  T.,  of  this 
sketch  is  unmarried,  and  has  spent  seventeen 
industrious  and  honorable  years  on  his  present 
homestead. 

CiiAKLKS  Haiix. — Noteworthy  among  the 
substantial  and  progressive  agriculturists  and 
solid  business  men  of  Black  River  township, 
Lorain  county,  is  Charles  Hahn,  a  well  known 
farmer  and  the  president  of  the  National  Bank 
of  Commerce  of  Lorain.  He  was  born,  June 
11,  1848,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives, 
which  is  finely  located  on  the  lake  shore,  five 
miles  west  of  I^rain.  He  is  of  German  an- 
cestry and  a  son  of  George  Hahn,  who  came 
with  his  father,  Peter  Hahn,  to  Ohio  in  1837. 
On  coming  from  Germany  to  Ohio  with  his 
family  Peter  Hahn  settled  on  a  farm  in  Black 
River  township,  about  two  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Lorain,  and  was  there  employed  in 
tilling  the  soil  until  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 
Subscfiucntly,  with  two  of  his  sons,  he  re- 
moved to  Jr>wa,  going  there  about  1856,  and 
was  there  a  resident  until  his  death. 

( obtaining  a  tlK)rough  knowledge  of  agricul- 
ture while  living  with  his  parents,  George 
I  falin  bcrame  a  farmer  from  choice,  and  after 
his   marriage   began    life   for   himself   on   the 


farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  his  son 
Charles,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  True  to 
the  principles  in  which  he  was  brought  up,  he 
practiced  thrift  and  economy  and  accumulated 
a  good  property,  and  is  residing  on  his  farm 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Bretz,  who  was  bom  in 
Germany  and  came  to  Lorain  county  with  her 
parents  in  1833.  She  died  March  3,  1889, 
aged  eighty  years. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  his  parents, 
Charles  Hahn  was  reared  on  the  home  farm 
and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and 
at  the  Oberlin  Business  College.  Succeeding 
to  the  management  of  the  farm  on  which  he 
has  spent  his  entire  life,  he  has  followed  his 
chosen  vocation  with  exceptionally  good  re- 
sults. In  addition  to  adding  substantially  to 
the  improvements  of  the  place,  he  has  from 
time  to  time  bought  more  land,  increasing  its 
area  to  400  acres,  which  it  at  one  time  con- 
tained. The  Nickel  Plate  and  Lake  Shore 
Railway  companies  together  took  ten  acres  be- 
longing to  his  farm,  leaving  Mr.  Hahn  now 
with  390  acres  of  as  rich  and  fertile  land  as 
can  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  state.  A  man 
of  superior  business  tact  and  sense,  Mr.  Hahn 
wisely  invested  a  part  of  his  acctunulations  in 
land,  and  formerly  owned  two  other  valuable 
farms,  one  of  126  acres,  near  Oberlin,  and  an- 
other, containing  236  acres,  in  Erie  county, 
Ohio.  These  farms  he  has  given  to  his  sons. 
He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Commerce  of  Lorain,  of  which  he 
has  been  president  since  its  incorporation. 

Mr.  Hahn  married  Catherine  Baumhart, 
who  was  born  in  Black  River  township,  Lo- 
rain county,  March  17,  1852,  a  daughter  of 
Adam  Baumhart,  who  came  to  Ohio  from 
Germany  with  his  father.  Elias  Baumhart, 
when  he  was  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  in 
1837.  Adam  Baumhart  was  bom  in  1821,  in 
(jermany,  and  died  January-  i.  1894,  in  Ohio. 
He  married  Christina  Herwig,  who  was  bom 
in  January,  1826,  in  the  fatherland,  and  came 
tr)  this  country  as  a  child  with  her  parents. 
She  died  in  1904.  Eleven  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baumhart,  as  follows: 
Amelia,  wife  of  Benjamin  Claus,  of  Brown- 
helm  township.  Lorain  county;  Elias,  living 
in  Amherst  township,  married  Margaret 
Jacobs;  Jacob,  deceased:  Henry,  deceased: 
Mrs.  Hahn;  Armina.  widow  of  the  late  Samuel 
Garrett ;  James,  of  Brownhelm  township,  mar- 
ried   Margaret    Trinter:    Edward,    deceased: 
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Adam,  a  resident  of  Houston,  Texas,  mar- 
ried Mabel  Gregory;  Martha,  wife  of  Henry 
Ferber,  of  Brownhelm  township;  and  Jacob, 
of  Vermilion,  Ohio,  married  Mary  Krapp. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight  children,  namely : 
Lewis  E.,  residing  in  Berlin  township,  Erie 
county,  married  Lucy  D.  Ludwig,  and  they 
have  five  children,  Edward  C,  George  L., 
Walter  A.,  Carl  J.  and  Herbert  H. ;  George 
A.,  of  Russia  township,  married  Carrie  A. 
Schaible,  and  they  have  three  children,  Kath- 
ryn  B.,  Harold  S.  and  Marion  C. ;  Caroline 
C.  died  in  1877,  aged  three  years;  Martha  A., 
wife  of  Charles  Schaible,  of  Elyria  township; 
Minnie  K.,  wife  of  Arthur  C.  Wangerien,  has 
one  child,  H.  Stanley ;  Bertha  Elizabeth  mar- 
ried G.  Henry  Schmitkons,  and  lives  at  Mid- 
dle Ridge,  east  of  Amherst ;  a  son  that  died  in 
infancy ;  and  Amelia  M.,  at  home.  Mr.  Hahn 
was  for  many  years  supervisor  of  Black  River 
township.  Religiously  he  and  his  family  attend 
the  Evangelical  Church  at  Amherst. 

Charles  Hayes  Frank,  a  pioneer  of  the 
railway  mail  service  on  the  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
road, a  leading  banker  and  ex-mayor  of 
Painesville,  was  born  at  Kirtland  in  1840,  the 
year  that  Lake  county  was  erected  and  not 
long  after  the  final  Mormon  migration  from 
Ohio.  He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  became  clerk  in  the 
Painesville  postoffice,  under  Landon  Smith.  In 
1863,  during  the  incumbency  of  Edwin  Cowles, 
he  was  advanced  both  in  position  and  salary, 
and  soon  after  was  appointed  railway  clerk 
on  the  Erie  line  between  ^uflFalo  and  New 
York.  From  this  position  he  was  detailed  to 
inaugurate  and  superintend  railway  mail  ser- 
vice on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  between 
Buffalo  and  Toledo,  and  upon  the  raid  of  the 
Confederates  into  Ohio,  under  Morgan,  he 
enlisted  and  served  with  the  so  called  "Squir- 
rel Hunters."  Going  then  to  New  England  he 
became  bookkeeper  at  the  State  School  for 
Boys  at  Meriden,  Connecticut,  a  position 
which  he  filled  for  three  years. 

Returning  to  Painesville,  Mr.  Frank  served 
for  some  time  as  teller  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  was  then  advanced  to  the  position 
of  cashier,  which  office  he  faithfully  and  ably 
filled  until  his  resignation  in  1906.  During  his 
incumbency  as  cashier  he  was  city  treasurer 
for  eight  years  and  served  as  mayor  from  1904 
to  19^. 


In  1868  Mr.  Frank  married  Miss  Susan 
Lines,  daughter  of  Major  O.  J.  Lines,  of 
Painesville ;  she  died  in  1877  without  issue.  In 
1879  he  wedded  as  his  second  wife  Miss  Helen 
Dunning,  of  New  Milford,  Connecticut,  sister 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Dunning,  a  celebrated  Boston 
divine.  Klara,  the  offspring  by  this  marriage, 
is  now  the  wife  of  George  A.  Smith,  cashier  of 
the  Merchants'  National  Bank,  of  Newton, 
New  Jersey.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  one 
child,  George  A.,  Jr.  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Frank 
is  a  cousin  of  the  renowned  Henry  Ward 
Beecher,  and  is  widely  known  as  an  educated 
and  cultured  lady,  having  served  as  principal 
of  the  Painesville  grammar  school  from  1883 
until  1904,  and  during  that  long  period  made  a 
remarkable  record  for  faithfulness  and  effi- 
ciency. 

George  Frank,  father  of  Charles  H.,  came 
to  Kirtland  about  the  time  of  the  great  Mor- 
mon hegira,  became  a  farmer  and  kept  a  well- 
known  tavern  on  the  old  Chillicothe  road  with- 
in a  stone's  throw  of  the  celebrated  Mormon 
temple  built  in  1834.  Mr.  Frank  was  born  in 
1812,  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  of 
Busti,  Chautauqua  county.  New  York,  and 
died  in  Painesville  in  1892,  at  the  residence  of 
his  son.  He  was  of  a  genial,  optimistic  nature ; 
a  leader  in  the  promotion  of  all  worthy  enter- 
prises and,  like  other  kindly  souls,  had  many 
warm  friends  to  whom  his  death  was  a  heart- 
felt grief.  Mrs.  Frank,  who  preceded  her  hus- 
band to  the  beyond,  was  of  the  Milliken  family, 
who  came  by  ox  team  all  the  way  from  Saco, 
Maine,  at  a  very  early  period  of  Western  Re- 
serve history. 

Benjamin  E.  Deelev  was  born  in  the  city 
of  Sandusky  on  the  31st  of  August,  1841,  and 
his  entire  life  has  been  spent  here  and  he  has 
proved  one  of  the  city's  substantial  residents. 
His  parents,  Edmond  and  Dora  (Kinney) 
Deeley,  the  father  from  England  and  the 
mother  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  were  mar- 
ried in  the  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  and 
in  1840  they  came  to  Erie  county  and  estab- 
lished their  home  in  Sandusky.  Edmond  Deeley 
followed  his  trade  of  shoemaking  here  for  some 
time  and  later  became  identified  with  the  fish 
industry,  being  the  first  representative  of  that 
business  in  Sandusky,  and  he  in  time  built  up 
a  large  industry  and  continued  actively  in  the 
enterprise  until  moving  to  Michigan  in  1865. 
In  that  state  he  became  a  farmer. 

Benjamin  E.  Deeley  in  his  early  life  was  en- 
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gaged  both  at  his  trade  of  carpentering  and 
with  his  father  in  the  fish  industry,  but  from 
1859  until  1 86 1  he  followed  his  trade  exclu- 
sively. This  brought  him  to  the  opening  of  the 
Civil  war,  and  at  the  first  call  for  three  months' 
service  he  enlisted  on  the  19th  day  of  April, 
1 861,  in  Company  E,  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  but  on  the  loth  of  the  following  June 
he  was  discharged  from  the  service  and  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Sandusky  and  continued 
his  trade  until  in  the  fall  of  1862  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
continued  in  the  service  for  three  years,  receiv- 
ing his  honorable  discharge  on  the  12th  of 
June,  1865,  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  From  the 
13th  to  the  15th  of  June,  1863,  he  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Winchester  and  in  that  of  New- 
market on  the  15th  of  May,  1864,  and  he  was 
made  a  prisoner  of  war  at  both  engagements. 
After  his  return  to  Sandusky  from  the  war  he 
began  work  in  the  railroad  shops  at  car  build- 
ing. He  has  given  a  lifelong  support  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

On  the  8th  of  June,  1866,  Mr.  Deeley  was 
married  to  Jane  Steen,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Lorenda  (Stevens)  Steen,  who  journeyed 
from  Vermont  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  with  an 
ox  team  and  located  in  Berlin  township.  There 
they  erected  a  stone  building,  which  also  con- 
tained a  roof  of  stone  and  gun  holes  through 
which  to  fight  the  Indians.  They  sold  this 
property  in  1858  and  started  for  Kansas,  but 
the  husband  and  father  was  drowned  en  route. 
The  six  children,  three  sons  and  three  daugh- 
ters, born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  DeeleJ^  are  living. 

George  Frederick  Anderson  has  gained  a 
distinguished  position  in  the  industrial  life  of 
Sandusky  and  of  Erie  county  as  a  manufac- 
turer. He  is  a  native  son  of  Sandusky,  born  in 
i860,  a  son  of  George  J.  and  a  grandson  of 
George  Anderson,  names  well  and  prominently 
known  in  this  community.  George  Anderson, 
the  grandfather,  was  born  in  Cherry  Valley, 
New  York,  and  after  studying  medicine  under 
the  preceptorship  of  Dr.  McCracken  in  Roch- 
ester, New  York,  and  of  Dr.  Rush  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania,  he  came  to  Venice,  in 
Erie  county,  Ohio,  in  18 18,  and  thence  to  Port- 
land City,  now  Sandusky,  in  18 19.  He  was 
one  of  the  earliest  practitioners  of  medicine 
and  surgery  in  this  city,  and  he  continued 
actively  in  the  work  until  he  died  of  cholera,  in 


1834.  He  had  married  on  the  14th  of  June, 
1 82 1,  Eleanor  Hull,  who  was  born  at  Ballston 
Spring,  in  Saratoga  county.  New  York,  a  rela- 
tive of  the  General  Hull  who  won  fame  in  the 
war  of  1812.  The  two  children  of  that  union 
were  Pallos  E.  and  George  James. 

George  J.  Anderson  was  born  in  Sandusky, 
Ohio,  May  4,  1827,  and  he  received  his  early 
educational  training  in  its  city  schools  and  later 
was  a  student  of  Kenyon  College,  but  he  was 
obliged  to  leave  college  on  account  of  sickness. 
In  September  of  1864  he  enlisted  for  the  Civil 
war  in  the  one-hundred-day  service,  but  again 
sickness  interfered  and  caused  his  discharge 
from  the  ranks,  and  after  his  return  to  San- 
dusky and  his  convalescence  he  engaged  in  the 
insurance  business  and  followed  that  line  of 
business  until  appointed,  in  1867,  a  collector  of 
internal  revenue.  After  retiring  from  that 
position  he  was  associated  with  Lawrence 
Cable,  Peter  Gilcher  and  others  in  organizing 
the  Third  National  Bank,  of  which  he  was 
made  the  cashier.  On  account  of  a  serious  ill- 
ness he  resigned  that  office,  although  he  was 
subsequently  elected  the  vice-president  of  the 
Third  National  and  remained  the  incumbent  of 
the  office  until  his  death,  in  1887.  He  was  a 
member  of  Sandusky's  board  of  education,  was 
a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  a  past  com- 
mander of  the  order,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Grace  Episcopal  church.  In  politics  he  gave 
his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party. 

On  the  1 8th  of  October,  1852,  George  J. 
Anderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Emilie  Louisa  Coan,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and 
Abigail  Frothingham  (Camp)  Coan,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Connecticut,  the  father  in 
Madison  and  the  mother  in  Middletown.  They 
came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  the  fall  of 
1839,  and  spent  a  number  of  years  on  their 
farm  near  Ridgeville.  Peter  Coan  died  in  the 
year  of  1867.  The  two  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anderson  are  Jesse,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  ten  years,  in  1864,  and  George  Fred- 
erick, the  Sandusky  manufacturer. 

George  F.  Anderson  married  Miss  Kings- 
bury West,  a  daughter  of  Abel  Kingsbury  and 
Caroline  E.  (Wood)  West,  born  respectively 
in  Pittsfield,  Massachusetts,  and  in  Lebanon, 
New  Hampshire.  The  father,  born  on  the  22d 
of  October,  18 17,  died  on  the  i6th  of  April, 
1880,  and  the  mother  was  born  April  2^,  1830, 
and  died  on  the  31st  of  December,  1892.  A 
daughter,  Marjorie,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  in   1892.     George  F.  Anderson  is 
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affiliated  with  the  RepubHcan  party,  and  is  a 
member  of  both  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of 
the  Episcopal  church. 

George  Zabst. — An  upright,  honest  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  character,  the  late  George 
Zabst,  of  Groton  township,  was  a  self-made 
man  in  every  sense  implied  by  the  term,  his 
success  in  life  furnishing  a  forcible  illustration 
to  the  present  generation  of  the  success  to  be 
attained  by  industry,  untiring  energy  and  a  dili- 
gent use  of  one's  faculties  and  opportunities. 
A  native  of  Germany,  he  was  born  in  1824,  and 
lived  in  the  Fatherland  until  seven  years  old. 
In  1 83 1  John  Zabst,  Sr.,  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  America  from  Germany,  bringing  his 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Lantz, 
and  their  children,  among  whom  was  the  son 
George.  Locating  in  Crawford  county,  Ohio, 
he  bought  land  near  New  Washington,  where 
he  cleared  and  improved  a  valuable  homestead. 
Eighty  acres  of  his  old  farm  are  owned  and  oc- 
cupied by  the  widow  of  his  grandson,  Adam 
Zabst.  the  youngest  son  of  John  Zabst,  Jr. 

Coming  with  the  family  to  Ohio  when  a 
small  lad,  George  Zabst  assisted  his  father  in 
clearing  a  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
began  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account,  l^is 
father  giving  him  his  time,  telling  him  that 
whatever  he  made  should  be  his  own.  Drift- 
ing northward  in  search  of  employment,  he 
worked  for  different  farmers,  working  in 
Huron  county  for  a  year  for  a  Mr.  Long.  Sub- 
sequently entering  the  employ  of  Rufus  Rus- 
sell, an  extensive  farmer  of  Erie  county,  he  re- 
mained with  him  a  long  time,  finally  buying 
from  him  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of  un- 
broken prairie  land.  Placing  much  of  his  pur- 
chase under  cultivation,  he  made  other  wise 
improvements,  erecting  a  good  frame  house, 
and  setting  out  a  fine  apple  orchard.  In  1865 
he  disposed  of  that  property,  and  bought  two 
hundred  and  eighteen  acres  of  land,  mostly  oak 
openings,  on  the  west  side  of  Groton  township, 
the  place  being  partly  improved,  with  a  large 
orchard  in  bearing  condition.  In  1874  he 
erected  a  large  two-story  residence,  which  is 
still  standing,  it  being  one  of  the  best  farm 
houses  in  the  vicinity.  On  this  farm,  located 
five  miles  north  of  Bellevue,  he  carried  on 
mixed  husbandry,  raising  large  crops  of  wheat 
each  year,  and  in  his  agricultural  labors  was 
uniformly  successful.  He  died  May  i,  1874, 
an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  In  his  early 
life  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  when  the  question 
of  slavery  arose  he  joined  the  Republican  party 


and  w^as  ever  after  an  earnest  supporter  of  its 
principles.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful 
members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

George  Zabst  married,  in  1851,  Lavinia  Har- 
mon, a  daughter  of  John  Harmon,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  was  then  a  resident 
of  Crawford  county,  Ohio.  She  survived  him, 
passing  away  in  1895.  Six  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  two  of  whom  have  passed  to  the 
life  beyond,  George,  Jr.,  dying,  in  1884  and 
Charles  in  1883. 

Otis  Zabst,  the  oldest  child,  was  brought  up 
on  the  parental  farm,  which,  after  the  death  of 
his  father,  he  and  his  brother  operated  until 
1905,  when  it  was  sold  by  the  heirs  of  the 
estate  to  their  youngest  sister,  who  now  owns 
and  occupies  it.  Removing  to  Bellevue  in  1905, 
he  has  since  made  this  his  place  of  residence, 
and  has  carried  on  a  substantial  business  as  a 
dealer  in  sugar  beet  feed.  He  has  also  an  office 
in  Sandusky,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  loan  business,  his  operations  in  that 
line  being  quite  extensive.  Inheriting  the  politi- 
cal views  of  his  father,  he  has  always  been  an 
adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  and  for  three 
years  was  trustee  of  Groton  township. 

Otis  Zabst  married,  in  1876,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years,  Lizzie  S.  White,  a  daughter 
of  Ebenezer  and  Ellen  White,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Connecticut  and  the  latter 
in  New  York  state.  Three  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  namely :  Fred  Leroy,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Ellen  L.,  born  October  28, 
1879,  married  W.  B.  Snyder,  of  Bellevue;  and 
Myrtle  May,  born  October  28,  1882,  is  the  wife 
of  Fred  H.  Schuster,  of  Bellevue. 

Thompson  H.  Wright. — A  thriving  and 
enterprising  agriculturist  of  Leroy  township, 
Thompson  H.  Wright  is  distinguished  not  only 
as  a  native-born  citizen  of  Lake  county,  but 
as  the  son  of  a  representative  pioneer  and  as 
a  brave  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  He  was 
born  April  2,  1833,  at  Paine  Hollow,  or  Paine's 
Creek,  where  his  father,  James  Wright,  lived 
for  many  years.  His  grandfather,  William 
Wright,  came  to  Ohio  from  Pennsylvania, 
locating  in  Leroy  township,  at  Indian  Point, 
on  the  banks  of  the  Grand  river,  and  some  of 
the  apple  trees  that  he  set  out  are  still  stand- 
ing, having  for  nearly  a  century  braved  the 
winds  and  storms  that  have  proved  destructive 
to  other  trees. 

James  Wright  was  born  in  Beaver,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  as  an  infant  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Leroy  township,  the  babies  in  the 
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little  party  of  emigrants  being  drawn  on  a 
rack  made  with  poles  placed  on  each  side  of 
a  horse  and  drawn  along  the  ground.  When 
a  boy  he  lived  for  some  time  with  an  old  man 
named  Joy,  on  the  north  side  of  Grand  river, 
and  after  his  marriage  was  located  for  a  while 
at  Indian  Point.  He  subsequently  bought  forty 
acres  of  land  that  was  still  in  its  pristine  wild- 
ness,  earning  money  to  pay  for  it  by  working 
at  Paine's  mill,  keeping  busy  all  day  and  half 
of  the  night,  clearing  his  land  as  he  could  find 
opportunity.  When  an  old  man  he  sold  his 
farm  to  his  youngest  son  and  spent  his  last 
years  with  his  daughter,  dying  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  ninety-one  years.  James  Wright 
married  Fanny  F.  Holcomb,  a  daughter  of 
Joel  Holcomb.  She  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
and  as  a  little  girl  moved  with  her  parents  to 
New  York  state,  the  journey  being  performed 
with  ox  teams,  she,  in  the  meantime,  walking 
behind  the  heavily  loaded  wagons  and  driving 
a  pig  or  a  calf.  While  she  was  still  a  maiden 
her  parents  migrated  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Leroy 
township.  Joel  Holcomb  served  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  belonging  to  a  Connecticut 
regiment.  He  improved  a  homestead  in  Leroy 
township,  and  here  lived  until  his  death,  at 
the  venerable  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  Of 
the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James 
Wright  six  grew  to  years  of  maturity,  namely : 
Eliza  Ann,  who  married  Arad  Baker,  of  Leroy 
township,  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years ;  James  E.  died  in  Leroy,  aged  seventy- 
four  years;  Thaddeus  E.,  of  Perry  township. 
Lake  county;  Thompson  H.,  the  subject  of 
this  brief  biographical  sketch;  Oliver  G.,  of 
Blakeman,  Rawlins  county,  Kansas;  and  Bar- 
ton F.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-eight 
years. 

Living  at  home  until  twenty-two  years  old, 
Thompson  H.  Wright  did  his  full  share  in 
clearing  the  homestead,  which,  owing  to  a  de- 
fective title,  his  father  had  to  pay  for  twice. 
Money  was  then  scarce,  and  he  and  his  brother, 
Thaddeus  E.  Wright,  worked  out,  receiving 
fourteen  dollars  a  month,  and  turning  their 
wages  over  to  their  father,  in  this  way  paying 
for  the  land  and  also  buying  another  tract  of 
fifty-two  acres  and  building  a  frame  house. 
Beginning  life  on  his  own  account  a  year  after 
attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Wright  worked 
for  wages  until  1856.  Going  then  to  Johnson 
county,  Iowa,  he  invested  his  money  in  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  soon  sold.  He  after- 
wards spent  a  short  time  in  Wisconsin,  from 
there  returning  to  his  old  home.    On  August 


20,  1861,  Mr.  Wright  enlisted  in  the  Four- 
teenth Ohio  Battery,  under  Captain  Burrows, 
who  had  charge  of  six  guns  and  a  squad  of 
fourteen  men.  He  enlisted  as  a  private,  but 
became  quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  ser- 
geant, and  he  foraged  and  took  part  in  forced 
marches  to  get  rations  for  his  comrades.  With 
the  battery  he  took  part  in  many  engagements, 
being  at  the  battle  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  thence 
on  to  Atlanta  with  the  battery  and  back  to 
Nashville.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment,  Mr.  Wright  veteranized  and  served 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war,  being  mustered 
out  August  12,  1865.  After  his  return  he 
spent  eight  years  in  Missouri,  but  not  content 
to  remain  permanently  in  that  state  came  back 
to  Ohio,  and  for  three  or  four  years  lived  on 
rented  land.  About  1889  Mr.  Wright  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  forty  acres  in  Leroy 
township,  and  has  since  been  prosperously  em- 
ployed in  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  while  home  on  a  fur- 
lough, Mr.  Wright  married  Philena  Shipman, 
who  was  born  September  30,  1840,  at  New 
Lyme,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  Her  father, 
Joseph  Shipman,  born  in  Old  Lyme,  Connect- 
icut, came  to  Ohio  when  a  young  man,  set- 
tling in  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  carried 
on  general  farming  for  many  years.  Subse- 
quently removing  to  Michigan,  he  spent  his 
last  days  in  Tuscola  county,  dying  there  at 
the  age  of  four  score  years.  He  married  first, 
February  16,  1837,  Mary  Sterling  Carey,  who 
was  born  August  15,  1807,  in  Old  Lyme,  Con- 
necticut, came  to  Ohio  with  her  parents  when 
a  girl  and  died  in  Cherry  Valley,  Ashtabula 
county,  Ohio,  about  1853.  He  married  for  his 
second  wife  Huldah  J.  Cutler.  Mrs.  Wright's 
grandparents,  Elijah  and  Catherine  Shipman, 
were  also  settlers  of  Ohio,  and  died  in  Lake 
county.  Her  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  war,  going  to  the  front  with 
the  brave  boys  from  Connecticut.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wright  have  two  children,  namely:  Car- 
rie M.,  wife  of  Charles  Reed,  of  Perry  town- 
ship, Lake  county,  has  one  child,  Elsie  C.  Reed. 
Etta  E.,  who  married  L.  R.  Fobes,  of  Cherry 
Valley,  Ashtabula  county,  has  one  son,  Ray- 
mond Wright  Fobes. 

Philip  S.  Cowell. — An  early  settler  of  Erie 
county,  the  late  Philip  S.  Cowell,  of  Margaretta 
township,  was  an  honored  type  of  the  energetic, 
hardy  and  enterprising,  men  who  bravely  dared 
the  privations  and  hardships  of  frontier  life, 
and,  through  their  industrious  and  persistent 
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toil,  actively  assisted  in  the  development  and 
advancement  of  the  agricultural  resources  of 
this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  A  son  of 
Christopher  and  Rachel  (Colbaugh)  Cowell; 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  he  was  born,  in  1800, 
in  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
there  reared  and  educated.  Following  the 
march  of  civilization  westward,  he  came  in 
18 18  to  Erie  county,  Ohio,  locating  at  Castalia, 
while  it  was  yet  known  as  Margaretta  town- 
ship, no  village  having  then  been  thought  of. 
Subsequently  taking  up  a  tract  of  heavily  tim- 
bered land,  he  reclaimed  a  homestead  from  the 
dense  forest,  and  was  prosperously  engaged  in 
general  farming  until  his  death,  April  3,  1869. 
He  was  Whig  in  politics  until  the  formation  of 
the  Republican  party,  with  which  he  was  after- 
wards identified. 

In  1826  Philip  S.  Cowell  married  Mrs.  Anna 
M.  (Duncan  )Snow,  who  was  born  in  Burling- 
ton, Vermont,  in  1796,  and  died  February  12, 
1890.  Left  an  orphan  in  childhood,  she  came 
when  quite  young  with  an  uncle  to  Bloomfield, 
Ohio,  and  was  there  during  the  exciting  time 
of  the  terrible  Indian  massacre,  when  Mrs. 
Snow  and  her  child  were  killed  by  the  savages. 
She  subsequently  married  Erastus  Snow,  who 
died  a  few  years  later,  leaving  her  with  one 
child.  Of  her  union  with  Mr.  Cowell  eight 
children  were  born,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, of  whom  both  daughters  and  the  young- 
est child,  Alvin  T.  Cowell,  are  now  living. 

Growing  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm, 
Alvin  T.  Cowell  received  his  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Castalia,  afterwards 
continuing  his  studies  for  a  year  at  Notre 
Dame  University,  near  South  Bend,  Indiana. 
Returningf  to  Castalia,  he  has  since  been  profit- 
ably employed  in  agricultural  pursuits  on  the 
parental  homestead,  his  farm  being,  finely  lo- 
cated on  the  Bellevue  road,  about  two  miles 
from  Castalia.  .  Mr.  Cowell,  however,,  is  not 
carrying  on  his  land  himself  as  far  as  actual 
labor  is  concerned,  but  is  living  in  Castalia,  re- 
tired from  active  business.  During  the  Civil 
war,  in  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  until  August  of  that  year. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  for 
six  years  was  township  trustee. 

In  December,  1871,  Alvin  T.  Cowell  married 
Catherine  Cooper,  daughter  of  Cyrus  and 
Sarah  (Mitchell)  Cooper,  who  were  bom  and 
reared  in  Ohio,  and  settled  in  Margaretta 
township  in  1836.     Two  children  have  been 
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born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cowell,  a  son  that  died 
in  infancy,  and  a  daughter,  the  wife  of  Rev. 
Charles  J.  Dole,  of  Springfield,  Ohio.  Mr. 
Cowell  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  belongs  to  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Wilbur  F.  Smith. — Especially  worthy  of 
mention  in  a  work  of  this  character  is  Wilbur 
F.  Smith,  of  Painesville,  a  distinguished  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  early  pioneer  families  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  for  many  years  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  and  bankers  of  Lake 
county.  A  man  of  push  and  energy,  possessing 
far  more  than  average  financial  and  executive 
ability  and  judgment,  he  accumulated  a  com- 
petency in  his  mercantile  and  banking  career, 
and  is  now  living  retired  from  active  business. 
A  native  of  Indiana,  he  was  born,  in  1846,  at 
Boonville,  a  son  of  George  Smith,  and  a  grand- 
son of  Levi  Smith,  who  came  from  Connecticut 
to  the  Reserve  in  1818,  bringing  his  family 
with  him,  and  locating  in  Kirtland,  Lake 
county.  Born  in  1806,  in  Derby,  Connecticut, 
George  Smith  resided  there  until  twelve  years 
old,  when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Kirt- 
land, Ohio.  In  1838  he  married  Marianne 
Kendall,  a  bright  New  England  girl,  who 
previous  to  her  marriage  had  taught  school 
several  terms  in  Deerfield,  Massachusetts. 
They  subsequently  removed  to  Boonville,  In- 
diana, where  he  engaged  in  business.  His 
earthly  career,  however,  was  brief,  his  death 
occurring  while  he  was  yet  in  manhood's 
prime,  on  October  3,  1851.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him,  also  four  daughters  and  one  son, 
and  the  widow  subsequently  became  the  wife 
of  Benjamin  Brainard,  Esq.,  of  Unionville, 
Ohio. 

After  the  death  of  his  father  Wilbur  F. 
Smith  lived  for  a  while  with  relatives  in  Boon- 
ville, Indiana.  When  'eight  years  old  he  started 
alone  to  join  his  mother,  who  was  then  a 
widow  and  resided  at  Kirtland,  Ohio,  very 
near  the  celebrated  Mormon  Temple.  He  was 
endowed  with  true  American  grit  and  per- 
sistency, as  shown  by  the  following  incident 
that  occurred  during  his  journey :  He  went  by 
boat  from  Evansville,  Indiana,  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio.  There,  just  after  landing,  his  pocket- 
book  was  stolen  by  a  little  street  Arab,  to  whom 
he  immediately  gave  chase,  following  him 
through  the  dingy  streets  and  alleys.  Seeing 
the  youthful  robber  dive  into  a  squalid  base- 
ment, he  bolted  in  after  him,  and  found  the 
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mother  of  the  thief  surrounded  by  her  vaga- 
bond brood  examining  the  newly-acquired  loot. 
He  sharply  demanded  the  return  of  his  money, 
and  got  it  without  loss,  save  that  of  breath  in 
the  exciting  chase.  At  thirteen  years  of  age, 
his  mother  in  the  meantime  having  married 
again,  he  began  clerking  in  a  drug  and  grocery 
store  in  Unionville,  Ohio,  continuing  thus  em- 
ployed three  years. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  Mr.  Smith  con- 
cocted a  formula  for  making  a  superior  quality 
of  ink,  and  in  his  endeavors  to  put  it  on  the 
market  traveled  for  three  years  in  the  Middle 
West,  beginning  at  Adrian,  Michigan,  with  one 
lone  dollar  in  his  pocket  for  expenses.  He 
found  good  demand  and  sale  for  his  ink,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  years  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Ohio  with  quite  a  sum  of  money. 

Locating  in  Painesville,  he  bought  a  drug 
and  grocery  store  and  conducted  it  successfully 
for  a  few  years.  In  1869  he  formed  a  partner- 
ship with  Henry  E.  Marvin,  now  of  Toledo, 
Ohio,  and  was  with  him  two  and  one-half 
years.  In  1900  his  business  was  incorporated 
as  the  W.  F.  Smith  Company,  and  he  retired 
from  its  active  supervision.  In  1893  Mr.  Smith 
organized  the  "Dollar  Savings  Bank,"  of 
Painesville,  and  served  as  its  first  vice-presi- 
dent and  executive  officer  until  1907.  After 
fourteen  years  of  uninterrupted  prosperity  it 
was  sold  to  the  "Cleveland  Trust  Company,"  a 
branch  of  which  is  located  in  Painesville.  Since 
that  time  Mr.  Smith  has  lived  retired  from 
active  business  pursuits,  enjoying  a  well  de- 
served leisure. 

Mr.  Smith  has  been  twice  married.  He  mar- 
ried first,  in  1873,  Frances  Miller,  of  Austin- 
burg,  Ohio.  She  died  March  16,  1903,  her 
death  being  a  loss  not  only  to  her  immediate 
family  and  friends  but  to  the  entire  community, 
more  especially  in  church  and  social  circles,  in 
both  of  which  she  was  prominent  and  active. 
She  left  two  children,  Percy  K.  and  Mae  Ger- 
trude. Percy  K.  Smith,  a  prominent  manu- 
facturer of  Painesville,  married  Florence 
Stockwell,  and  they  have  three  children, 
Frances,  Marjorie  and  Norris.  Mae  Gertrude 
married  Albert  M.  Means,  who  is  associated 
with  the  house  of  Otis  &  Hough,  in  Cleveland, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Sidney  Wilbur  Means. 

Mr.  Smith  married  for  his  second  wife, 
October  31,  1907,  Miss  Julia  Howe  Stockwell, 
who  was  born,  in  1868,  in  New  York  city,  a 
daughter  of  Alden  B.  and  Julia  (Howe)  Stock- 
well,  and  granddaughter  of  Elias  Howe,  the 
original  inventor  of  the  sewing  machine.    Mrs. 


Smith's  great-grandmother,  Mrs.  Hannah 
(Parmly)  Burridge,  came  from  Vermont  to 
Ohio  as  a  bride,  she  and  her  husband  journey- 
ing across  the  forest-covered  country  in  a  cov- 
ered wagon  drawn  by  oxen,  locating  in  Perry 
township,  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Erie,  in  1810. 
Mrs.  Smith  is  closely  related  to  the  Parmly  and 
Burridge  families,  prominent  in  the  early  set- 
tlement of  Lake  county,  more  especially  in  the 
townships  of  Perry  and  Painesville,  where  they 
owned  large  tracts  of  land  and  subsequently 
erected  some  of  the  most  notable  buildings  in 
what  is  now  the  city  of  Painesville.  The  house 
in  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  now  live  was  for 
sixty  years  the  home  of  Mrs.  Smith's  grand- 
mother, Mrs.  Betsey  Stockwell. 

The  Smith  family  originated  in  England, 
and  it  is  known  that  the  emigrant  ancestor  was 
living  near  Boston  in  1636.  Abram  Smith,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Mr.  Smith,  married 
Sarah  French,  whose  ancestors  are  frequently 
mentioned  in  Colonial  records.  Their  son  Levi, 
an  early  settler  of  Derby,  Connecticut,  married 
Ruth  Holbrook,  and  in  1818  settled  in  Kirt- 
land,  Ohio,  as  mentioned  above. 

Honorable  Charles  Dick. — There  has 
been  an  element  of  peculiar  coherency  in  the 
career  of  General  Charles  Dick,  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
representative  in  the  United  States  Senate, 
from  Ohio.  His  life  has  been  one  of  consecutive 
accumulation  and  giving  out  of  splendid  abili- 
ties and  powers  along  varied  lines  of  endeavor. 
In  view  of  the  multiplicity  of  his  efforts,  it  is 
significantly  apparent  that  the  above  statement 
is  true.  Through  his  own  ability  he  became  suc- 
cessful in  practical  business  affairs ;  he  attained 
to  no  little  distinction  in  the  legal  profession, 
and  as  a  statesman  and  a  leader  in  political 
affairs  his  eminence  is  uniformly  conceded.  In 
the  affairs  of  state,  as  taken  aside  from  the 
extraordinary  conditions  of  warfare  (and  Gen- 
eral Dick  has  also  touched  the  latter  phase), 
there  are  demanded  men  whose  mental  ken  is 
as  wide  and  whose  generalship  is  as  effective 
as  those  who  insure  successful  maneuvering  of 
armed  forces  by  the  skilled  commander  on  the 
field  of  battle.  The  nation's  welfare  and  pros- 
perity may  be  said  to  hinge  as  heavily  upon  in- 
dividual discrimination  and  executive  ability  in 
the  one  case  as  the  other.  It  requires  a  master 
mind  to  marshal  and  organize  the  forces  for 
political  purposes  and  produce  the  best  results 
by  concerted  action.  Such  a  leader  has  been 
found  in  the  person  of  Senator  Dick,  who  may 
well  be  designated  as  one  of  the  commanding 
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officers  of  the  Republican  party,  to  whose  vic- 
tories his  contribution  has  been  powerful  and 


generous. 


In  a  more  localized  sense  the  following 
words,  taken  from  a  previously  published 
sketch  of  the  career  of  Senator  Dick,  are 
worthy  of  reproduction  in  this  article:  "The 
state  of  Ohio  has  come  only  once  to  Summit 
county  for  a  United  States  Senator.  That  was 
in  February,  1904,  when  Charles  Dick,  then 
representing  the  Nineteenth  District  in  Con- 
gress, was  triumphantly  elected  to  the  higher 
station.  The  fact  that  trainloads  of  representa- 
tive citizens  of  Akron  journeyed  to  Columbus 
to  be  present  at  the  joint  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature electing  him,  is  evidence  of  the  esteem 
in  which  he  is  held  by  his  neighbors.  Most  of 
those  who  have  risen  to  high  places  during 
their  residence  in  Summit  county  were  born 
elsewhere,  most  of  them  had  the  advantage  of 
splendid  educations  obtained  elsewhere.  Gen- 
eral Dick,  on  the  other  hand,  is  in  all  respects 
a  product  of  our  own  county." 

Charles  Dick  was  born  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  November  3,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Gott- 
lieb and  Mary  M.  (Handel)  Dick,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Germany,  and  the  latter 
of  German  lineage.  The  history  of  the  lives 
of  his  parents  may  be  consistently  noted  as  the 
**short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor,"  as  the 
immortal  Lincoln  so  feelingly  wrote  of  his  own 
parents.  Gottlieb  Dick  was  able  to  rear  his 
family  in  comfort  and  to  give  his  children  the 
advantages  of  the  public  schools,  but  his 
efforts,  marked  by  industry  and  impregnable 
integrity,  never  raised  him  above  the  plane  of 
comparative  financial  independence.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  continued  to  reside  in  Akron  until 
their  death,  a  very  worthy  couple,  meriting 
the  esteem  in  which  they  were  uniformly  held. 

In  September,  1864,  at  the  age  of  six  years 
Charles  Dick  was  inducted  with  due  pomp  into 
the  public  schools  of  Akron,  where  his  won- 
dering eyes  and  brain  were  brought  into 
requisition  in  acquiring  knowledge  of  the 
mysteries  of  "Webb's  Word  Method,"  and 
other  rudimentary  text-books.  He  continued 
his  studies  until  he  had  completed  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  high  school,  in  which  he  grad- 
tiated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1876.  At 
this  early  age,  owing  to  conditions  in  the  fam- 
ily finances,  he  was  compelled  to  initiate  his 
connections  with  the  practical  duties  of  life, 
and  he  secured  a  place  as  clerk  in  a  men's  fur- 
nishing store,  conducted  by  the  firm  of  Chip- 
man  &  Barnes.    He  continued  in  this  position 


two  vears,  and  meanwhile  such  was  his  ambi- 
tion  that  he  continued  his  studies,  especially 
along  those  lines  which  touch  practical  busi- 
ness. He  thus  reinforced  his  natural  capacity, 
and  the  Citizens'  Savings  &  Loan  Association, 
since  merged  with  the  Second  National  Bank, 
offered  him  a  position  as  bookkeeper  and  teller, 
of  which  he  continued  the  able  and  popular  in- 
cumbent for  a  period  of  six  years,  within  which 
he  gained  a  wider  acquaintanceship  with  busi- 
ness methods  and  business  men.  In  1879  he 
became  bookkeeper  for  the  J.  F.  Seiberling 
Company,  manufacturers  of  the  Empire  mow- 
ers and  reapers,  and  in  1881  he  entered  into 
partnership  with  Lucius  C.  Miles,  a  son-in-law 
of  J.  F.  Seiberling,  and  they  engaged  in  the 
grain  and  commission  business,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Dick  &  Miles.  They  built  up  a  large 
and  prosperous  business  and  the  alliance  con- 
tinued until  February,  1890,  when  J.  Edward 
Peterson,  brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Dick,  suc- 
ceeded Mr.  Miles,  after  which  the  firm  of  Dick 
&  Peterson  continued  the  enterprise  with  great 
success  until  the  increasing  political  responsi- 
bilities of  Mr.  Dick  necessitated  his  withdrawal 
from  active  association  with  the  business. 

Senator  Dick's  entrance  into  the  domain  of 
practical  politics  was  made  in  the  spring  of 
1886,  when  he  was  nominated  for  the  office  of 
county  auditor  on  the  Republican  ticket,  which 
was  victorious  in  that  year  by  good  pluralities. 
Mr.  Dick  assumed  the  duties  of  his  new  office 
early  in  1887,  and  was  chosen  his  own  suc- 
cessor in  1889.  He  continued  in  tenure  of  this 
position  until  the  expiration  of  his  second  term, 
in  1893,  *^"d  his  service  was  marked  by  the 
same  fidelity  and  high  sense  of  stewardship 
that  have  characterized  his  entire  public  career. 
It  is  significantly  true  that  among  all  the  exac- 
tions and  perplexities  of  a  particularly  active 
and  prolonged  association  with  political  affairs 
he  has  never  been  one  to  "bend  the  pregnant 
hinges  of  the  knee  that  thrift  may  follow 
fawning."  On  the  contrary,  his  independence 
and  adherence  to  the  course  he  believed  right 
have  been  conspicuous  characteristics  of  his 
career  in  all  its  relations.  Concerning  his 
labors  in  the  office  of  auditor  the  following 
pertinent  statements  have  been  written  by  one 
familiar  with  the  same :  "In  the  conscientious 
discharge  of  his  duties  he  felt  obliged  to  pro- 
ceed against  some  of  Akron's  wealthy  and 
most  influential  citizens,  because  of  their  fail- 
ure to  list  personal  property  for  taxation.  It 
was  at  best  a  disagreeable  and  unwelcome  task, 
but  he  performed  it  faithfully  and  to  the  satis- 
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faction  of  the  great  mass  of  citizens  of  the 
county,  even  though  one  or  two  unavoidable 
enmities  resuhed  from  his  resolve  as  a  con- 
scientious office-holder  to  perform  his  full 
duty,  without  fear  or  favor.  As  an  evidence  of 
the  commendation  accorded  his  course,  his  sec- 
ond election  as  county  auditor  was  by  a  largely 
increased  majority  over  the  first." 

Meanwhile  Mr.  Dick  had  found  or  made  op- 
portunity to  direct  his  mental  energies  along 
another  line,  as  he  began  the  reading  of  law,  in 
the  assimilation  of  which  he  made  such  rapid 
and  effective  progress  that  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  his  native  state  in  1894.  In  1897  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  For  about  a  decade  he 
was  senior  member  of  the  exceptionally  strong 
law  firm  of  Dick,  Doyle  &  Bryan,  of  Akron, 
and  this  gratifying  alliance  came  to  an  end 
only  when  Mr.  Doyle  was  elected  to  the  bench 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  versatility 
and  assertive  energy  of  Senator  Dick  were  still 
further  shown  through  his  identifying  himself 
with  various  of  the  more  important  industrial 
and  financial  institutions  of  his  native  city,  and 
with  the  affairs  of  the  same  he  continued  to  be 
more  or  less  actively  identified  until,  as  has 
well  been  said,  "the  point  was  reached  when  his 
genius  for  organization  in  the  political  field 
was  cifTorded  full  opportunity  to  display  itself 
and  consumed  most  of  his  time.*'  He  became 
a  member  of  the  Summit  County  Republican 
Committee,  on  which  he  rendered  active  and 
efficient  service  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
noting  his  further  progress  it  is  found  ex- 
pedient to  draw  again  upon  the  excellent  re- 
view of  his  career,  from  which  extracts  have 
already  been  made:  "Splendid  success  crowned 
his  efforts,  and  throughout  his  entire  public 
career  of  more  than  a  score  of  years,  prac- 
tically all  political  contests  under  his  leadership 
have  resulted  victoriously.  No  one  having 
knowledge  of  his  record  would  assume  to  ques- 
tion his  fame  and  merit  as  a  political  general. 
In  1892  he  was  made  chairman  of  the  Ohio  Re- 
publican state  executive  committee,  in  which 
capacity  he  is  still  serving,  and  during  more 
than  a  decade  and  a  half  of  his  service  as 
state  chairman  increasing,  majorities  have  piled 
up  for  the  Republican  ticket.  In  1895-96  he 
co-operated  most  effectively  with  Senator 
Hanna  in  promoting  the  canvass  of  William 
McKinley  for  nomination  as  Republican  can- 
didate for  president,  and  during  the  ensuing 
campaign  officiated  as  secretary  of  the  Chicago 
headquarters  of  the  Republican  National  Com- 


mittee, continuing  as  secretary  of  that  com- 
mittee until  1900.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
Republican  National  conventions  of  1892  and 
1896,  and  was  delegate  at  large  from  Ohio  to 
the  Republican  National  conventions  of  1900 
and  1904.  In  recognition  of  the  statesmanlike 
qualities  he  had  displayed,  and  of  his  efforts  in 
behalf  of  the  party,  the  Republican  Congres- 
sional convention,  at  Warren,  in  June,  1898, 
nominated  him  as  its  candidate  for  the  House 
of  Representatives.  He  was  selected  from  a 
field  of  most  worthy  opponents,  after  a  hard 
fight.  In  March,  1899,  he  began  his  duties  at 
Washington  as  congressman,  and  he  has  been 
a  national  figure  ever  since.  He  was  re-elected 
in  1900  and  in  1902.  In  February,  1904,  upon 
the  death  of  Senator  Hanna,,  he  was  elected  to 
the  United  States  senate,  to  serve  the  remain- 
der of  the  term  expiring  in  1905,  and  also  for 
the  full  term  expiring  in  191 1,  receiving  the 
unanimous  vote  of  his  party  in  the  Ohio  gen- 
eral assembly.  Mr.  Dick's  career  in  congress 
has  been  such  as  to  justify  fully  all  the  confi- 
dence and  hopes  which  the  people  of  Ohio 
have  had  in  him.  Senator  Dick  is  the  author 
of  the  Dick  militia  law,  was  the  main  instru- 
ment in  securing  its  passage,  and  has  actively 
participated  in  much  other  important  legis- 
lation. The  law  in  question  put  the  affairs  of 
the  entire  National  Guard  on  a  practical  and 
efficient  basis  for  the  first  time  in  its  history. 
He  is  now  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mines 
and  mining,  and  a  member  of  several  other  im- 
portant committees,  including  that  on  naval 
affairs." 

There  is  propriety  in  reverting  to  another 
feature  in  the  career  of  Senator  Dick,  and  that 
of  an  order  distinctly  different  from  all  others 
that  have  been  briefly  discussed  in  this  article. 
When  a  young  man  he  became  interested  in 
military  affairs,  and  he  became  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Eighth  Regiment  Ohio  National 
Guard.  Here  he  likewise  manifested  his  char- 
acteristic enthusiasm,  and  here  he  won  pro- 
motion through  the  various  grades  until  he 
became  captain  of  his  company.  In  1888  he 
was  elected  major  of  the  regiment,  and  later  he 
became  in  turn  colonel  and  brigadier  general. 
The  crowning  distinction  of  his  service  with 
the  National  Guard  came  in  1904,  when  he  was 
made  the  head  of  the  Ohio  organization  of  the 
same,  with  the  rank  of  major  general.  He  has 
served  as  president  of  the  Interstate  National 
(lUard  Association,  and  he  remained  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  National  Guard  of  Ohio 
for  some  time.     In  1898,  at  the  inception  of 
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the  Spanish-American  war,  he  was  lieutenant 
colonel  of  his  regiment,  and  as  such  he  went 
to  the  front  with  the  Eighth  Ohio  Volunteer 
Infantry,  with  which  he  participated  in  the 
Cuban  campaign.  He  was  chosen  and  detailed 
by  General  Shafter  as  one  to  make  personal 
representation  to  President  McKinley  and  the 
war  department  concerning  the  precarious  sit- 
uation of  the  United  States  troops  in  Cuba 
after  the  cessation  of  hostilities. 

Even  this  brief  outline  will  afford  an  idea 
of  the  varied  and  worthy  activities  marking  the 
career  of  this  honored  son  of  the  historic  old 
Western  Reserve,  and  here  those  who  know 
him  best  and  are  familiar  with  every  stage 
of  his  advancement  are  the  ones  who  accord 
to  him  the  fullest  measure  of  esteem,  confi- 
dence and  honor.  He  is  identified  with  various 
fraternal  and  civic  organizations. 

June  30,  1881,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Senator  Dick  with  Miss  Caroline  May 
Peterson.  Of  the  seven  children  of  this  union, 
five  are  living,'  namely:  Carl  P.,  James  E., 
Lucius  A.,  Grace  and  Dorothy. 

William  Spray. — A  well-known  and  suc- 
•  cessful  agriculturist  of  Mantua  township,  Por- 
tage county,  William  Spray  has  spent  the 
larger  part  of  his  life  in  this  vicinity,  and  as 
a  man  and  a  citizen  is  held  in  high  repute, 
having  by  his  excellent  character  and  straight- 
forward business  dealings  fully  established 
himself  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  friends.  He  was  born,  August 
19,  1853,  in  County  Sussex,  England,  a  son 
of  Edwin  Spray,  and  grandson  of  William 
Spray,  a  lifelong  resident  of  England. 

Edwin  Spray  was  born  in  County  Sussex, 
England,  February  18,  1825,  and  was  there 
reared  and  married,  the  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  being.  Jane  Carey.  Emigrating  with  his 
family  to  the  United  States  in  1855,  he  came 
directly  by  rail  to  Ohio,  first  to  Cleveland, 
thence  to  Ravenna,  from  there  driving  across 
the  country  to  Shalersville,  where  he  bought 
a  tract  of  land,  from  which  he  improved  a  good 
farm. 

Obtaining  his  early  education  in  the  district 
schools,  William  Spray  was  well  drilled  in  the 
numerous  branches  of  agriculture  during  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  until  twen- 
ty-five years  of  age  worked  on  the  parental 
farm.  He  has  since  continued  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  his  present  farm  being  what  is  known 
as  the  old  Wilmot  place. 


On  December  24,  1878,  Mr.  Spray  married 
Carrie  Wilmot,  who  was  born  on  the  farm 
where  she  now  lives,  April  7,  1858,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Amzi-  Wilmot,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
this  same  farm,  in  the  log  cabin  then  standing 
on  the  place,  February  18,  1823.  Amzi  Wil- 
mot, the  son  of  Ella  Wilmot,  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Mantua  and  performed  his 
full  share  of  the  pioneer  labor  of  clearing  up 
this  section  of  the  county,  and  during  his  active 
life  was  successfully  employed  in  tilling  the 
soil.  He  married,  October  25,  1849,  Minerva 
S.  Dudley,  who  was  born  in  Aurora,  Ohio, 
April  3,  1825,  their  marriage  being  solemnized 
in  Amherst,  Ohio.  She  was  of  substantial  New 
England  ancestry,  her  father,  Charles  Dudley, 
having  been  born  and  bred  in  Massachusetts. 
Four  children  have  blessed  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Spray,  namely:  Ethel  Dean,  born 
August  25,  1880;  Lucretia  Ruth,  born  March 
15,  1883;  Maud  Wilmot,  born  November  30, 
1888;  and  Ralph  Wilmot,  born  May  10,  1892. 
Ethel  Dean,  the  oldest  child,  married  Wilbur 
Clyde  Deeds,  on  November  26,  1904,  and  they 
have  three  children,  Dorothy,  born  October  7, 
1905;  Ethel,  born  August  3,  1907;  and  Kath- 
eryn,  born  April  17,  1909. 

Andrew  Phelps  Lincoln  is  a  member  of  a 
family  of  long  standing  and  of  prominence  in 
Lorain  county,  and  he  himself  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  influential  agriculturists  of 
Pittsfield  township.  Joseph  H.  Lincoln,  his 
father,  was  born  at  Peru  in  Bennington  coun- 
ty, Vermont,  January  31,  18 18,  and  when  a 
young  man  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ionia 
county,  Michigan.  In  1848,  his  parents  hav- 
ing died  in  the  meantime,  he  came  to  Pittsfield 
township  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  On  April 
3,  1849,  he  married  Hannah  U.  Phelps,  who 
was  born  at  New  Marlborough,  Massachusetts, 
January  9,  1819,  a  daughter  of  Bethuel  Phelps, 
who  was  born  in  Connecticut  February  16, 
1787,  a  son  of  Launcelot  Phelps,  born  in  Con- 
necticut June  4,  1750,  a  son  of  Timothy. 
Launcelot  Phelps  served  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  moved  to  Colebrook,  thence  to  South 
Norfolk,  later  to  Groton,  Tompkins  county. 
New  York,  where  he  died  on  November  12, 
1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  He  mar- 
ried on  July  6,  1779,  Jerusha  Pinney,  born  at 
Windsor,  Connecticut,  November  i,  1760,  and 
she  died  on  March  16,  1842.  Bethuel  Phelps 
married  Levina  Norton,  and  they  had  two 
daughters,  Orpha  Irene  and  Hannah  U.  The 
elder  daughter,  born  at  Norfolk,  Connecticut, 
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February  27,  1814,  married  first  Jesse  Brad- 
ley and  for  her  second  husband  Erastus  Brad- 
ley, brothers,  and  by  her  last  marriage  she  had 
two  children:  Mary  Bradley,  born  July  13, 
1843,  ^"^  <^^^^  J^^b'  12,  1846,  and  Delphine 
Bradley,  born  May  6,  1845,  and  died  Septem- 
ber 18,  1872. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lincoln 
settled  on  the  old  Phelps  homestead,  and  fol- 
lowed farming  there.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  Forty-first  Regiment  of  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  died  at  his  home 
on  February  20,  1862,  from  disease  contracted 
in  the  army.  His  widow  survived  her  husband 
until  April  12,  1896.  Two  children  were  born 
to  Joseph  H.  Lincoln  and  his  wife  Hannah  U., 
and  Louise,  the  elder,  was  born  January  21, 
1850,  and  died  on  February  13,  1882.  She  had 
never  married. 

Andrew  P.  Lincoln,  the  younger  of  these 
two  children,  was  born  on  the  old  Phelps 
farm,  the  one  where  he  now  lives  and  which 
he  owns,  on  July  25,  1859,  and  he  attended 
the  common  schools  and  Oberlin  school.  He 
succeeded  to  the  old  home  after  the  death  of 
his  mother,  with  whom  he  lived  until  that  time, 
and  he  has  during  many  years  been  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  Lorain  county.  He  is 
a  director  in  the  Wellington  Home  Savings 
Bank  and  a  member  of  its  finance  committee, 
a  director  in  the  Home  Telephone  Company 
of  Wellington  and  he  has  served  several  terms 
as  a  township  trustee.  He  is  both  a  Mason  and 
an  Odd  Fellow. 

On  November  2y,  1899,  Mr.  Lincoln  married 
Adelia  Lee  Barker,  who  was  born  at  Welling- 
ton on  January  21,  1864,  a  daughter  of  Or- 
lando Barker,  who  was  born  at  Peru,  Massa- 
chusetts, December  10,  18 10,  a  son  of  Thomas 
Barker,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Orlando 
Barker  came  to  Huntington  township,  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  in  1847.  He  married  Adaline  A. 
Hemstead,  who  was  born  at  Columbus,  Ohio, 
March  25,  1822,  a  daughter  of  Charles  Phelps 
Hemstead,  who  married  Rachael  Cregg,  a  na- 
tive of  Virginia.  The  maternal  grandparents 
came  to  Ohio  during  the  early  history  of  this 
state  and  settled  near  Columbus,  where  they 
subsequently  died.  Orlando  Barker  died  on 
March  3,  1876,  and  his  wife  died  on  February 
8,  1899.  Six  children  blessed  their  marriage 
union,  namely :  D wight,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 21,  1851,  and  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months ;  Monroe,  who  was  born  November  21, 
1853,  and  died  when  eight  years  of  age ;  Wal- 
lace, who  was  born  on  July  9,  1857,  and  is  liv- 


ing at  Aitkin,  Minnesota,  a  real  estate  dealer 
there ;  Charles,  who  was  born  on  May  25,  1859, 
married  Laura  Butler,  from  Hart,  Michigan, 
and  he  died  on  June  15,  1905;  Adelia  L.,  and 
one  other.  Mrs.  Lincoln  graduated  from  the 
Wellington  high  school  in  1883  and  from  Ober- 
lin College  with  the  class  of  1886,  and  she 
afterward  taught  in  the  Union  school  at  Wel- 
lington for  ten  years.  She  is  identified  with 
many  of  the  clubs  of  her  home  city  and  is  in- 
terested in  literary  work. 

Guy  Andrew  O'Blenis  is  a  tinner  and 
plumber  in  Wadsworth,  and  he  has  been  en- 
gaged along  this  line  of  work  since  the  early 
age  of  thirteen  years,  becoming  in  the  mean- 
time proficient  in  its  various  branches.  He 
was  born  in  Huron  county,  Ohio,  December 
4,  1877,  a  son  of  John  and  Susan  Elizabeth 
(Pollinger)  O'Blenis.  The  paternal  family 
was  founded  in  America  by  his  greatgrand- 
father, who  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland 
when  a  boy,  while  the  mother's  family  is  of 
English  stock.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O'Blenis 
were  born  in  Ohio,  and  the  father  is  a  plas- 
terer. The  mother  was  first  married  to  Wil- 
liam Pollinger,  and  they  had  one  daughter, 
Luella,  and  by  her  second  marriage,  to  John 
O'Blenis,  six  children  were  born,  three  of 
whom  were  sons. 

Guy  A.  O'Blenis  was  the  first  born  of  the 
six  children,  and  after  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  Findlay  and  Cleveland  he  began 
learning  his  trade  in  the  shop  of  George  H. 
Englehart,  a  hardware  merchant,  with  whom 
he  remained  for  two  years  and  nine  months. 
During  the  memorable  hard  times  of  1892-3  he 
worked  at  various  places,  and  entering  the  tin 
shop  of  William  Fiesler  at  Cleveland  in  1894, 
he  completed  his  trade  there  and  left  that  city 
in  April  of  1896  for  Lodi,  Ohio,  where  he 
worked  for  C.  M.  Fullerton  for  two  and  a  half 
years.  From  there  he  came  to  Seville  as  a 
plumber  and  tinner  in  the  employ  of  J.  D. 
Gressinger,  with  whom  he  also  learned  the 
trade  of  a  slater,  and  after  three  years  he 
came  to  Wadsworth  and  entered  the  employ 
of  W.  A.  Kreider,  with  whom  he  worked  for 
four  and  a  half  years.  During  the  two  years 
and  eight  months  following  that  period  he 
conducted  the  tin  shop  for  the  Diamond  Rub- 
ber Company  at  Akron,  going  then  to  Pitts- 
burg, he  followed  roofing  in  the  employ  of 
Philip  Carey  Company  for  a  year  and  three 
months,  for  eight  months  was  again  with  the 
Diamond  Rubber  Company,  and  then  return- 
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ing  to  Wadsworth  has  since  been  in  business 
for  himself.  His  long  and  varied  experience 
as  a  tinner  and  plumber  have  made  him  very 
competent  in  his  various  lines  of  work,  and 
he  is  rapidly  building  up  a  large  trade. 

Mr.  O'Blenis  married  Miss  Beulah  C.  Laux, 
a  daugher  of  I.  R.  Laux,  of  Wadsworth.  He 
has  been  a  Mason  since  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  his  membership  being  with  Seville 
Lodge  No.  74,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Vivian  B.  Small. — Vivian  Blanche  Small, 
the  honored  and  popular  president  of  Lake 
Erie  College,  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  is  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  the  educational  affairs  of  the 
historic  old  Western  Reserve  and  is  a  woman  of 
distinguished  attainments.  She  has  shown 
marked  administrative  ability  and  has  been 
identified  with  educational  work  in  a  most  suc- 
cessful way  for  the  past  decade  and  a  half, 
having  been  called  to  her  present  incumbency 
in  May,  1909. 

Miss  Small  was  born  at  Gardiner,  Maine, 
on  September  17,  1875,  and  is  a  representative 
of  old  and  honored  families  in  New  England, 
which  was  the  cradle  of  so  much  of  our  na- 
tional history.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Leander 
Marshall  Small  and  Annie  Blanche  (Paine) 
Small,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Bow- 
doinham,  Maine,  in  1849,  and  the  latter  of 
whom  was  born  at  Gardiner,  that  state,  in 
1852. 

Miss  Vivian  B.  Small  gained  her  early  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  public  schools  of 
Gardiner,  Maine,  where  she  was  graduated  in 
the  high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1892.  She  was  then  matriculated  in  Mount 
Holyoke  College,  from  which  splendid  institu- 
tion she  was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the 
class  of  1896,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of 
Arts.  It  was  later  her  privilege  to  do  effective 
post-graduate  work  in  the  great  University  of 
Chicago,  from  which  she  received  the  degree 
of  Master  of  Arts  in  1905.  Miss  Small  began 
her  pedagogic  career  soon  after  her  graduation 
at  Mount  Holyoke  College,  having  been  en- 
gaged as  a  teacher  in  the  high  school  at  Gor- 
ham,  Maine,  from  1896  to  1898,  after  which 
she  was  similarly  employed  in  the  high  school 
at  Billerica,  Massachusetts,  until  1901.  During 
that  year  she  was  called  to  her  alma  mater, 
Mount  Holyoke  College,  in  which  she  became 
instructor  in  Latin,  retaining  this  position  until 
1908,  when  she  was  made  associate  professor 
of  Latin  in  the  institution.    She  continued  her 


services  in  this  capacity  until  May,  1909,  when 
she  was  appointed  president  of  Lake  Erie  Col- 
lege, one  of  the  leading  institutions  for  the 
education  of  young  women  to  be  found  in  the 
middle  west.  Here  she  is  devoting  herself 
with  earnestness,  zeal  and  ability  to  the  work 
of  the  college  of  which  she  is  the  head,  and 
her  gracious  personality  and  unfailing  sym- 
pathy have  gained  for  her  the  uniform  confi- 
dence and  affectionate  regard  of  the  student 
body.  Miss  Small  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational church. 

George  D.  Billings,  D.  D.  S.,  had  long 
stood  as  one  of  the  able  exponents  of  the  pro- 
fession which  represents  both  a  science  and  a 
mechanic  art,  and  as  a  practitioner  he  kept 
fully  abreast  of  the  wonderful  advances  which 
have  been  made  in  both  operative  and  labora- 
tory dental  work.  He  was  numbered  among 
the  oldest  practicing  dentists  in  Ohio  and  was 
long  engaged  in  the  work  of  his  profession  in 
the  thriving  little  city  of  Medina,  where  his 
success  was  of  the  most  unequivocal  order,  and 
where  he  was  held  in  the  highest  esteem  as  a 
loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen.  His  active 
labors  irf  his  profession  covered  a  period  of 
more  than  forty  years,  and  during  all  this  time 
he  maintained  his  offices  in  Medina.  He  was 
a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  was  a  man 
whose  entire  course  in  life  had  been  guided  and 
governed  by  sterling  principles. 

Dr.  Billings  was  born  at  Oxford,  Butler 
county,  Ohio,  on  November  10,  1842,  a  son  of 
Charles  F.  and  Susan  (Ross)  Billings,  the 
former  of  whom  was  born  at  Hatfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, May  19,  1816,  and  the  latter  was  born 
in  the  vicinity  of  Covington,  Kentucky,  March 
8,  182 1.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  Dr.  Bil- 
lings was  Abraham  Billings,  who  likewise  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  as  was  also  his  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Morton.  The  Billings 
family  was  founded  in  New  England  in  the 
early  colonial  epoch,  and  in  England  the 
lineage  of  the  family  is  traced  back  to  the 
thirteenth  century.  "Times  change  and  we 
change  with  them,"  and  thus  there  can  be 
naught  but  distinction,  as  viewed  from  the 
relative  valuations  then  placed  upon  men,  in 
saying  that,  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  the 
remote  ancestors  of  Dr.  Billings  in  the  paternal 
line  were  daring  Danish  pirates  on  the  high 
seas.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  Doctor 
was  William  Ross,  a  farmer  in  the  northwest- 
em  part  of  Kentucky. 

Charles  F.  Billings  was  reared  and  educated 
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in  his  native  place,  and  he  came  to  Ohio  about 
1834.  He  located  at  Oxford,  Butler  county, 
and  there  was  solemnized  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Susan  Ross.  He  engaged  in  business  in  Ox- 
ford and  was  for  many  years  one  of  the  lead- 
ing business  men  and  most  honored  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  that  place.  He  passed  the 
closing  years  of  his  life  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 
where  he  died  on  February  18,  1895.  His  first 
wife  died  on  June  26,  1858.  They  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest 
was  Dr.  Billings;  Charles  E.  is  a  resident  of 
Bloomington,  Indiana;  William  H.  died  in  his 
twenty-second  year;  and  James  A.  died  in 
1858,  in  infancy.  Both  parents  were  zealous 
members  of  the  Universalist  church,  and  in 
politics  the  father  gave  his  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party.  For  his  second  wife  he 
married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Keely,  and  she  died 
February  8,  1901,  being  survived  by  two  chil- 
dren. 

Dr.  George  D.  Billings  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational discipline  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
village,  and  was  also  afforded  the  advantages 
of  a  select  school,  in  which  higher  branches 
were  taught.  Upon  leaving  school  he  became 
a  student  of  dentistry,  under  the  able  precep- 
torship  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Keeley,  of  Oxford,  Ohio, 
and  he  was  thus  engaged  at  the  time  of  the 
inception  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  in  response 
to  President  Lincoln's  first  call  for  volunteers, 
he  promptly  subordinated  all  other  interests  to 
tender  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
On  September  9,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  B,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, which  was  forthwith  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  with  this  command 
he  continued  in  active  service  for  three  years 
and  four  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge,  on  December 
31,  1864.  He  participated  in  many  of  the  most 
important  engagements  marking  the  progress 
of  the  great  conflict, — about  twenty-seven  en- 
gagements in  all, — and  among  the  principal 
battles  in  which  he  took  part  may  be  noted  the 
following:  Stone's  River,  where  he  was 
wounded;  Chickamauga;  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
where  he  was  again  wounded;  and  Resaca, 
Jonesboro  and  Atlanta. 

After  the  close  of  his  long  and  gallant  career 
as  a  leal  and  loyal  soldier  of  the  Union,  Dr. 
Billings  returned  to  his  home  in  Oxford,  Ohio, 
where  he  resumed  his  study  of  dentistry,  in 
which  he  perfected  himself  according,  to  the 
standards  obtaining  at  that  time.     Dental  col- 


leges were  then  almost  unknown,  and  the  train- 
ing of  practically  all  practitioners  was  gained 
in  the  same  manner  as  that  under  which  Dr. 
Billings  secured  his  early  knowledge  of  the 
business  in  which  he  was  an  expert  workmaa 
during  all  the  stages  of  advancement.  In  June, 
1867,  Dr.  Billings  took  up  his  residence  in 
Medina,  where  he  opened  an  office  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  attention  during  the  long 
intervening  period.  The  doctor  drew  his  large 
and  representative  practice  from  Medina  and 
the  territory  tributary  to  this  city,  and  his  repu- 
tation in  his  profession  made  his  name  a  fa- 
miliar one  in  all  parts  of  the  county.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Ohio  State  Dental  Society  and 
the  Northern  Ohio  Dental  Society.  His  long 
experience  and  distinctive  ability  made  his 
counsel  prized  by  his  professional  confreres, 
and  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of 
both  organizations  mentioned.  He  was  a  stock- 
holder and  director  of  the  Deposit  Savings 
Bank  of  Medina,  and  the  owner  of  valuable 
real  estate  in  Medina,  including  his  attractive 
residence,  which  was  a  recognized  center  of 
gracious  hospitality  and  a  favorite  rendezvous 
for  the  large  circle  of  friends  which  he  and  his 
wife  drew  about  them. 

Essentially  progressive,  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  as  a  citizen.  Dr.  Billings  never  desired 
public  office,  but  was  aligned  as  a  stalwart 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  with  his  wife  was  a  zealous  and  valued 
member  of  the  First  Congregational  church, 
and  he  had  long  been  an  uncompromising  ad- 
vocate of  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  affil- 
iated with  II.  G.  Blake  Post,  No.  169,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  and  for  twelve  years 
was  secretary  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Regi- 
mental Association  of  Ohio.  He  was  identified 
with  Morning  Star  Lodge,  No.  26,  Independ- 
ent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  also  held  mem- 
bership in  the  Lincoln  Farmers'  Association. 

On  October  3,  1867,  Dr.  Billings  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Olive  M.  DeWitt,  of  Ox- 
ford, Ohio,  who  died  on  February  27,  1877, 
leaving  no  children.  On  October  i,  1878,  was 
solemnized  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Billings  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Welty,  who  was  born  in  Billings- 
ville,  Indiana,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry 
I.  Welty,  a  representative  citizen  and  business 
man  of  that  place  for  many  years.  They  had 
one  daughter,  Susie  M.,  who  remains  at  the 
maternal  home. 

Dr.  Billings  died.  October  6,  1909,  and  the 
community  was  shocked  by  the  announcement 
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of  his  death,  which  was  wholly  unexpected, 
and  marked  the  final  disappearance  from  Me- 
dina streets  of  one  of  its  most  familiar  faces. 
The  funeral  services  were  conducted  by  Rev. 
Dr.  Kirby  at  the  Congregational  church,  and 
the  burial  services  at  the  grave  were  in  charge 
of  the  H.  G.  Blake  Post,  G.  A.  R.  The  active 
pall-bearers  were  Odd  Fellows  and  brother 
lodge  members,  both  the  G.  A.  R.  and  Odd 
Fellows  attending.  Outside  of  his  profession 
Dr.  Billings  was  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  friend 
and  neighbor  whose  cheery  word  and  sunny 
disposition  always  bespoke  the  real  kindness 
of  his  nature.  He  was  honest  and  upright  in 
every  business  relation  and  had  the  confidence 
of  the  business  community.  No  citizen  of 
Medina  was  more  honored  or  respected  than 
he,  and  his  sudden  going  has  left  a  vacancy 
that  cannot  be  better  expressed  than  by  the  oft 
repeated  expression  heard  on  the  streets  since 
his  death,  "It  will  seem  lonesome  around  here 
without  Dr.  Billings." 

William  Dickeriioff. — Lenox  township 
includes  among  its  residents,  farmers  and  busi- 
ness men  William  Dickerhoff,  who  owns  a 
splendid  estate  of  205  acres,  and  is  engaged 
in  dairy  and  general  farming.  He  is  a  son  of 
John  Dickerhoff,  born  in  Maryland  and  for 
many  years  a  farmer  in  Franklin  township. 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  and  of  Mary  (Rhodes) 
Dickerhoff,  both  now  deceased,  the  former 
dying  in  1893  and  the  latter,  September  22, 
1888.  The  mother  was  born  in  Ohio.  Their 
family  numbered  three  children :  Joseph  Dick- 
erhoff, yet  living  in  Franklin  township,  Sum- 
mit county,  was  born  in  1848,  and  married 
Mary  Wolf,  and  they  have  eleven  children 
living.  Ellen,  the  only  daughter,  was  born  in 
1855,  married  William  Limebaugh,  living  at 
]5arberton,  Summit  county,  and  has  nine  chil- 
dren. 

William  Dickerhoff,  the  eldest  child  in  his 
father's  family,  was  born  on  July  15,  1850,  at- 
tended the  schools  of  Franklin  township,  and 
was  later  married  to  Catherine  Frase,  born  in 
1855.  They  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Lizzie, 
now  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Mills.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dickerhoff  are  members  of  the  Congregational 
church  and  Mr.  Dickerhoff  has  served  his  com- 
munity several  terms  as  a  trustee.  He  has  a 
fine  farm,  one  of  the  finest  in  Lenox  township, 
and  is  still  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Mills 
is  farming  115  acres  of  the  homestead  and  has 
a  half  interest  in  the  home.  The  residence  on 
the  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Lenox  township. 


Carlos  Kelsey,  who  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Lake  county  and  is  now  running  a 
regular  shop  at  Unionville,  was  bom  October 
19,  1853,  at  Harpersfield,  Ohio.  He  is  a  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Neely)  Kelsey.  Mary 
Neely  was  born  on  the  vessel  which  was  cross- 
ing the  ocean  with  her  parents,  who  were  com- 
ing from  Dublin,  Ireland,  to  the  United  States. 
John  Kelsey  was  from  Delaware  county,  New 
York,  and  when  nine  years  of  age  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Sarah  (Woolsey)  Kelsey,  who 
came  to  Ohio  in  1829  and  settled  on  what  is 
now  the  Bishop  farm.  Later  they  settled  on 
the  river  road,  where  the  present  Kelsey  home 
is  situated.  Daniel  Kelsey  died  when  about 
seventy-nine  or  eighty  years  of  age. 

John  Kelsey  lived  near  Cork,  near  the  Har- 
persfield church,  and  cut  his  farm  of  183  acres 
out  of  the  timber.  He  died  in  1889  at  the  age 
of  sixty-nine  years.  His  wife,  who  was  two 
years  younger  than  he,  lived  on  the  farm  until 
her  death  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  The  old 
home  is  still  in  the  family.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren, namely :  Delos,  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead ;  Carlos  of  this  sketch ;  Carlyle,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two  years;  Phroscene,  wife 
of  Levi  Chapin ;  Delsene,  who  married  Charles 
Warring;  and  Sherman. 

Carlos  Kelsey  lived  at  home  until  his  mar- 
riage, owning  a  farm  near  that  of  his  parents. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  he  married 
and  removed  to  his  own  home,  where  he  made 
many  improvements,  and  where  he  resided  un- 
til 1907;  he  now  lives  at  Unionville,  opposite 
the  blacksmith  shop.  A  United  States  His- 
tory, used  as  a  reader  by  John  Kelsey,  when 
as  a  boy  he  attended  school  in  Harpersfield, 
is  still  owned  by  his  son,  Carlos  Kelsey.  He 
also  has  an  old  slate  brought  West  by  David 
Hall  in  1827,  and  among  his  other  relics  is  a 
matchbox  200  years  old,  and  a  violin  made  in 
Germany  in  1760,  by  Hopfh.  Mr.  Kelsey  takes 
great  interest  in  the  history  and  exploits  of  his 
family,  especially  as  regards  their  early  hard- 
ships and  struggles  when  pioneers  of  Ohio. 

September  12,  1880,  Mr.  Kelsey  married 
Elnora,  (laughter  of  Loton  and  Frances 
( Evans)  Montgomery,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Loton,  born  July  7,  1881,  a  merchant 
living  in  Unionville,  and  John,  born  January 
17,  1893,  living  with  his  parents.  Mrs.  Kel- 
sey's  grandfather,  Alanson  Montgomery,  came 
to  Harpersfield  from  New  York,  some  ninety 
years  ago.  He  came  West  with  his  father  and 
settled  next  to  Grand  river.  His  father  hav- 
ing died,  his  mother  married  a  Mr.  Tower  and 
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the  farm  is  still  called  the  Tower  farm.  Alan- 
son  Montgomery  married  Sarah  Bishop,  whose 
father  was  also  a  pioneer.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely :  Loton ;  Levi,  a  soldier,  living  in 
Madison  township ;  Lewis,  a  soldier,  who  after- 
ward went  to  Kansas ;  Jane,  who  married  Pitt 
Brokeman  and  died  young;  and  Almira,  mar- 
ried Lorenzo  Parker,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  or  six.  Four  brothers  served 
throughout  the  war  and  but  one  was  injured, 
and  that  but  slightly.  Mr.  Montgomery's  sec- 
ond wife  was  Jane  Shumway,  by  whom  he  had 
three  children,  as  follows:  Ellen,  married 
Miles  Blakesby;  John  Bach,  a  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  now  a  resident  of  Madison,  Ohio; 
and  Oscar. 

Loton  Montgomery  was  born  in  Harpers- 
field,  and  there  spent  his  life.  He  served  three 
years  in  the  Fifteenth  Ohio  Battery  as  orderly 
sergeant.  When  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
married  Frances,  daughter  of  Ora  and  Sarah 
(Snediker)  Evans,  both  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Harpersfield.  Ora  Evans  served  in 
the  War  of  1812;  he  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  settled  first  in  Geneva  township,  on  the 
county  line,  one  mile  from  Lake  Erie,  where 
his  children  were  born.  Later  he  became  a 
farmer  in  Harpersfield,  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  west  of  Cork.  He  died  October  24,  1877, 
and  his  widow  died  April  19,  1885.  Loton 
Montgomery  died  in  Harpersfield  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five  years,  and  his  widow  now  lives  in 
Painesville.  Their  children  were :  Elnora,  Mrs. 
Kelsey;  Lillian,  who  married  Ernest  Atkins, 
lives  at  Painesville,  and  has  six  children,  five 
boys  and  one  girl,  two  of  the  sons  being  in  the 
navy;  Julia,  died  in  childhood;  Frances,  also 
died  in  childhood;  and  Theda,  married  Chris 
Sorenson,  of  Madison,  and  has  one  son,  Roy. 
Loton  Montgomery  had  been  justice  of  the 
peace  for  some  years  and  was  engaged  in  the 
undertaking  business.  He  lived  at  the  village 
of  Cork,  where  his  farm  was  located.  He 
was  a  prominent  man  in  the  village  and  at  one 
time  served  as  postmaster.  He  operated  a 
shingle  and  cider  mill  and  was  a  man  of  com- 
partive  prosperity  and  importance  in  the  com- 
munity. He  was  greatly  esteemed  and  re- 
spected and  of  high  standing  with  his  fellows. 
In  religion  he  was  a  Universalist. 

Frkderic  Hewitt  Murray. — No  family  in 
Lake  county  is  better  known  than  that  of 
which  the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  is  a  scion 
in  the  third  generation,  and  from  the  early  pio- 
neer days  to  the  present  time  its  representa- 


tives have  held  a  secure  place  in  popular  con- 
fidence and  esteem.  The  name  has  been 
prominently  identified  with  the  civic  and  in- 
dustrial development  and  upbuilding  of  this 
favored  section  of  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve,  and  there  have  been  strong  men  and 
noble  women  to  uphold  the  prestige  of  the 
name  as  one  generation  has  followed  another 
on  to  the  stage  of  life's  activities. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Murray  is  president  of  the 
Painesville  National  Bank,  of  which  his 
honored  father  was  a  director,  as  was  his 
grandfather  of  the  immediate  predecessor,  the 
Bank  of  Geauga.  This  mere  statement  indi- 
cates in  a  measure  the  material  stability  that 
has  distinguished  the  family  since  the  time  it 
was  founded  in  Lake  county,  fully  a  hundred 
years  ago. 

The  pioneer  of  the  family  on  the  Western 
Reserve,  Mr.  John  Murray,  the  grandfather 
of  Mr.  F.  H.  Murray,  was  bom  on  March  10, 
1789,  in  mid  ocean  while  his  parents  were 
en  route  to  America.  The  family  first  settled 
in  Somerset,  Pennsylvania,  but  when  the  son 
John  had  reached  young  manhood  he  mar- 
ried Sarah  Blaine  and  came  to  Concord,  Lake 
county,  Ohio,  in  181 1,  thus  becoming  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  the  township.  Some 
years  later  his  elder  brother,  Robert,  also  set- 
tled in  Concord,  with  his  wife,  six  sons  and 
four  daughters.  After  John  Murray  had  es- 
tablished his  home  in  Concord,  he  returned 
to  Pennsylvania,  and  brought  back  his  par- 
ents— Albert  (1745-1820)  and  Margaret 
Hewitt  Murray  (1743-1839),  to  spend  with 
him  the  last  years  of  their  lives.  Thus  today 
in  the  cemetery  at  Concord  there  rest  side  by 
side  four  generations  of  the  Murray  family. 

When  John  Murray  first  came  to  Concord, 
he  secured  a  large  tract  of  wild  land  which 
he  succeeded  in  reclaiming  from  the  forest 
and  for  many  years  before  his  death  in  1870. 
he  had  developed  a  large  and  productive  fami 
of  some  six  hundred  acres.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  men  to  go  with  large  droves  of  cattle 
through  from  Ohio  to  the  Atlantic  Coast,  a 
business  to  which  his  six  sons  and  three  grand- 
sons succeeded,  driving  cattle  to  Pittsburg, 
Philadelphia  and  New  York. 

The  children  of  John  and  Sarah  Blaine 
Murray  were,  Thomas,  bom  1812;  Robert. 
1814;  Margaret,  1817,  who  died  in  youth: 
Mary  Ann,  1818:  John  Hewitt,  1820;  Jared, 
1823;  George  Sheldon,  1825;  Sarah  Jane. 
1827;  and  Wilson,  1830. 
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The  third  son  of  the  pioneer  John  Murray, 
John  Hewitt  Murray,  was  a  resident  of  Con- 
cord during  his  entire  life.  He  was  born  July 
31,  1820,  died  April  17,  1897;  he  married  on 
December  25,  1849,  Miss  Ann  Kelly,  who  was 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Man  October  10,  1820,  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  Boyd  Kelly, 
who  in  1827,  had  emigrated  to  Lake  county 
from  their  native  island  when  the  little  daugh- 
ter Ann  was  seven  years  of  age. 

Mr.  John  H.  Murray  was  one  of  the  most 
influential  citizens  of  his  township,  and 
achieved  marked  success  as  an  extensive  buyer 
and  dealer  in  cattle.  Politically  he  was  a 
stanch  Republican.  He  was  known  as  a  man 
of  genial  disposition,  of  sterling  qualities  and 
of  keen  business  insight. 

John  Hewitt  and  Ann  Kelly  Murray  had 
three  children,  Frederic  Hewitt — the  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  review ;  Ida  Jane  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Ranson  L.  Stillman,  and 
died  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  1891 ;  and 
Margaret  A.,  who  remains  in  the  home  in 
Concord. 

Frederic  Hewitt  Murray  was  reared  in 
Concord,  which  is  still  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, he  pursued  his  studies  in  the  district 
school,  of  whose  advantages  he  made  good 
use,  supplementing  this  by  a  business  edu- 
cation received  in  Cleveland.  Mr.  Murray 
was  married  in  1888,  to  Miss  Martha  Haskell, 
a  daughter  of  William  J.  and  Maria  Mitchell 
Haskell ;  their  one  child,  John  Haskell  Murray, 
was  born  October  31,  1895,  and  Mrs.  Murray 
died  on  November  10,  1895.  For  many  years 
Mr.  Murray  has  been  President  of  the  Paines- 
ville  National  Bank,  an  institution  which  was 
organized  in  1862,  as  the  direct  successor  of 
the  Bank  of  Geauga,  which  was  founded  in 
1831.  In  1834  was  erected  the  present  bank 
building,  used  first  by  the  Bank  of  Geauga, 
and  later  by  the  National  Bank.  This  build- 
ing was  three  years  since  finely  remodeled 
and  the  structure  in  its  simple  and  graceful 
lines  is  regarded  as  the  best  style  of  colonial 
architecture  to  be  found  in  Lake  county. 

Mr.  Murray  has  made  individual  achieve- 
ment and  has  not  depended  upon  inheritance 
to  the  extent  of  foregoing  worthy  endeavor 
in  a  personal  way.  In  politics  he  accords  a 
stalwart  support  to  the  cause  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  both  as  clerk  and 
as  trustee  of  Concord  township,  as  well  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  a  member  of  the 
school  board.    In  a  fraternal  way  he  is  identi- 


fied with  the  Painesville  Lodge  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  He  has  been 
progressive,  liberal  and  public-spirited  as  a 
citizen  and  has  not  denied  his  aid  to  any 
worthy  measure  projected  for  the  general 
good  of  the  community. 

John  P.  Rieg. — For  nearly  half  a  century 
has  Mr.  Rieg  been  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored residents  of  Conneaut,  and  here  he  has 
wielded  a  potent  influence  in  forwarding  the 
material  and  civic  advancement  and  upbuilding 
of  the  attractive  little  city  which  he  has  seen 
gjow  from  a  village  of  eleven  hundred  popu- 
lation to  a  thriving  city  of  ten  thousand  inhabi- 
tants. As  editor  of  the  Conneaui  Reporter  for 
a  period  of  thirty-six  years,  he  was  enabled  to 
do  most  eflFective  work  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests of  his  home  village  and  city,  and  his 
influence  has  ever  been  given  to  the  further- 
ance of  all  measures  and  enterprises  tending 
to  advance  the  general  welfare  and  normal 
progress  of  Conneaut.  Not  alone  through  his 
editorial  utterances  has  he  done  his  full  share 
in  conserving  the  upbuilding  of  the  city,  but 
his  liberality  and  public  spirit  have  been  further 
manifested  by  his  lending  capitalistic  support 
to  worthy  causes  and  business  undertakings. 
For  the  past  twenty-two  years  he  has  held  the 
office  of  collector  of  customs  at  Conneaut,  and 
here  he  is  also  president  of  the  Conneaut 
Printing  Company,  which  succeeded  to  the 
printing  and  publishing  business  which  he  had 
long  conducted  in  an  individual  way.  As  one 
of  the  representative  citizens  of  this  favored 
section  of  the  old  Western  Reserve  Mr.  Rieg 
is  clearly  entitled  to  consideration  in  this  pub- 
lication. 

John  Phillippe  Rieg  was  born  in  Balden- 
heim,  France,  April  18,  1840,  and  in  the  same 
place  were  born  his  parents,  who  there  passed 
their  entire  lives.  The  father,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  vocation,  died  when  John  P.,  the 
only  child,  was  one  year  old,  and  the  mother 
passed  away  when  he  was  a  lad  of  fourteen 
years.  Mr.  Rieg  was  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  schools  of  his  native  province,  and  after 
coming  to  America  he  attended  school  for  a 
period  of  three  months.  It  has  been  well  said 
that  the  discipline  of  a  printing  office  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  liberal  education^  and  this  has  verifi- 
cation in  the  broad  and  exact  fund  of  knowl- 
edge which  Mr.  Rieg  has  gained  in  the  course 
of  a  signally  active  and  productive  career.  In 
1854  he  left  his  native  land  and  came  to  the 
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United  States.  He  resided  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  until  1861, 
when  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Conneaut, 
Ohio,  which  has  been  the  scene  of  his  effective 
endeavors  during  the  long  intervening  years. 
He  had  previously  learned  the  printer's  trade, 
and  he  eventually  became  the  editor  and  pub- 
lisher of  the  Conneaut  Reporter,  which  under 
his  able  direction  became  a  forceful  and  valued 
exponent  of  local  interests.  He  continued  in 
editorial  charge  of  this  paper  for  thirty-six 
years  and  is  now  president  of  the  company 
publishing  the  same,  as  already  noted  in  this 
context.  Mr.  Rieg  is  known  as  a  good  writer 
and  as  one  well  fortified  in  his  opinions  as  to 
matters  of  public  import.  Through  his  well 
directed  energies  he  has  accumulated  a  com- 
petency, and  his  course  has  been  guided  and 
governed  by  that  sterling  integrity  of  purpose 
which  ever  begets  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem. In  politics  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  has  rendered  yeoman 
service  in  its  cause.  He  has  served  as  collector 
of  customs  for  Conneaut  from  1876  to  1885, 
and  from  1898  to  the  present  time.  He  is  at 
present  president  of  the  board  of  sinking-fund 
commissioners  of  the  city  of  Conneaut,  and 
has  held  this  office  since  the  branch  was  estab- 
lished. He  has  completed  the  circle  of 
Masonry  and  is  affiliated  with  Evergreen 
Lodge,  No.  222,  F.  &  A.  M.,  with  the  R.  A. 
M.,  No.  76,  and  the  R.  &  S.  M.,  No.  40,  and 
Cache  Commandery,  No.  2y,  Knights  Tem- 
plars, the  chivalric  body  of  this  time-honored 
fraternal  order. 

In  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  on  June  12,  186 1,  Mr. 
Rieg  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  K. 
Brooks,  daughter  of  Samuel  C.  and  Mary 
(Hoyt)  Brooks,  both  of  whom  were  born  at 
New  Market,  New  Hampshire,  in  which  state 
the  respective  families,  of  English  origin,  were 
founded  in  the  early  period  of  our  national 
history.  Representatives  of  the  Brooks  fami- 
ly were  found  as  valliant  soldiers  in  the  Con- 
tinental line  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
and  by  reason  of  this  fact  Mrs.  Rieg  was 
eligible  for  and  held  membership  in  the  Daugh- 
ters of  the  American  Revolution.  She  died  on 
August  22,  1908,  and  in  the  golden  autumn  of 
mature  years  the  useful  life  of  a  woman  wide- 
ly known  and  highly  esteemed  by  many  inti- 
mate friends  ended.  A  life  replete  with  cheer- 
fulness, kindliness  and  friendly  consideration 
was  hers ;  hopeful,  buoyant  aspirations  the 
dominating  characteristic  of  her  nature.  In 
the  performance  of  duties  and  requirements 


of  whatever  kind,  she  possessed  capabilities  al- 
ways equal  to  their  accomplishment.  Strength 
of  character  was  manifested  in  all  her  many 
activities  in  life,  modified  by  a  most  genial  dis- 
position and  Christian  spirit  of  humaneness. 
Interestedly  participating  in  the  diversified  ac- 
tivities incident  to  affairs  in  the  general  social 
life  of  the  community  during  the  many  years 
of  her  residence  here,  it  was  to  her  home  and 
family  that  she  gave  her  unsparing  time  and 
loving  devotion.  Regretfully  missed  as  she  is 
by  a  large  number  of  her  older  friends,  upon 
her  husband  and  children  falls  the  unutterable 
bereavement  and  loss,  the  more  poignant  in  its 
having  been  the  wife  and  mother  to  break  first 
the  family  circle  and  desolate  the  home  which 
was  to  them  a  haven  and  a  comfort  during  all 
the  long  years  it  was  made  such  by  her  pres- 
ence. 

In  conclusion  are  given  the  following  brief 
data  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rieg.  Frank  F.,  born  May  8,  1863,  is  a  printer 
by  vocation  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama.  He  married  Miss  Georgia 
Lambert.  John  B.,  born  December  15,  1872, 
is  likewise  a  printer  by  trade  and  vocation  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan. 
He  married  Miss  Clara  Olds,  and  they  have 
one  son  and  one  daughter.  Mary  S.,  born  De- 
cember 5,  1866,  is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Corbett, 
of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  they  have  one 
daughter,  Mary  Janette.  Florence  F.,  born 
October  28,  1883,  is  the  wife  of  John  J. 
Murphy,  of  Conneaut,  and  they  have  one 
daughter. 

HrRAM  F.  RuGGLES. — One  whose  name  is 
worthy  of  a  place  of  honor  in  this  work  is 
the  sterling  pioneer  whose  name  initiates  this 
paragraph.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Cuyahoga  county  and  the  land  which  he 
there  secured  upon  coming  to  the  Western 
Reserve  is  now  included  within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

Hiram  French  Ruggles  was  born  in  New 
Milford,  Connecticut,  in  1799,  and  was  a  scion 
of  a  family,  of  English  origin,  that  was  found- 
ed in  New  England  in  the  colonial  era  of  our 
national  history.  He  w^as  reared  to  manhood 
in  his  native  state,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  1834,  when  he  came  to  the  Western 
Reserve  in  company  with  his  wife  and  their 
three  daughters — Betsey  Janette,  Sarah  and 
Caroline.  He  had  an  opportunity  to  secure 
farming  land  in  what  is  now  the  center  of  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  but  he  deemed  it  expedient 
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to  proceed  six  miles  south  of  the  little  city 
that  then  represented  the  future  metropolis  of 
the  state.  He  purchased  a  tract  of  land  in 
and  adjoining  the  village  of  Newburg,  (now 
known  as  South  Cleveland),  and  the  property 
which  he  thus  acquired  is  now  within  the  city 
limits  of  Cleveland,  being  located  on  Miles  ave- 
nue. For  many  years  Mr.  Ruggles  continued 
to  devote  his  attention  to  agriculture  and 
blacksmithing.  He  was. one  of  the  pioneers 
who  aided  in  building  the  first  Methodist 
church  in  Newburg,  and  lived  until  after  the 
present  church  was  erected.  The  wood  for  the 
First  Methodist  church  at  Newburg  was  cut 
from  the  timber  lands  on  the  farm  of  Lyman 
Ferris,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Vermont  in 
1832  and  settled  in  Newburg  on  what  is  now 
Marceline  avenue. 

Recognizing  the  need  of  a  church  he  pro- 
vided a  place  of  worship  until  a  church  could 
be  erected.  He  and  his  wife,  Jerusha,  were 
among  the  best  loved  of  the  early  settlers. 

Hiram  F.  Ruggles  was  a  man  of  strong  in- 
dividuality and  impregnable  integrity  of  pur- 
pose, and  he  held  a  secure  place  in  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  Both 
he  and  his  wife  continued  their  residence  in 
Cuyahoga  county  until  their  death,  and  he 
passed  to  the  life  eternal  in  1891,  at  the  patri- 
archal age  of  ninety-two  years.  It  was  given 
him  to  witness  the  development  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  upbuilding  of  the  fine  city  of  Cleve- 
land, and  he  was  ever  found  loyal  to  all  civic 
duties  and  responsibilities,  though  he  had  no 
ambition  for  public  office.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  were  earnest  and  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  church. 

Betsey  Janette  Ruggles  was  ten  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to  Ohio, 
in  1834,  and  she  was  reared  and  educated  in 
Cuyahoga  county.  In  1844  was  solemnized  her 
marriage  to  Daniel  W.  Ferris,  who  died  in 
1855,  leaving  five  children.  In  1861  Mrs. 
Ferris  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Gazeley,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  two  children — Ar- 
thur E.,  who  is  now  engaged  in  the  work  of 
the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  Julia  A.; 
of  whom  definite  mention  is  made  in  append- 
ing paragraphs.  Mr.  Gazeley,  born  at  St.  Al- 
bans, England,  was  for  many  years  a  harness 
dealer  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1882,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight 
years.  He  was  also  a  local  preacher  and  fre- 
quently conducted  services  in  various  small 
churches  in  and  about  Newburg,  often  walking 


many  miles  to  an  outlying  church.  He  was  a 
loved  member  of  the  South  Park  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  until  his  death,  in  1882.  The 
most  of  his  life  was  spent  in  Cleveland.  His 
wife  survived  him  by  a  quarter  of  a  century 
and  she  likewise  passed  the  closing  years  of 
her  life  in  Cleveland,  where  she  died  in  1903, 
when  nearly  eighty  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Julia  A.  (Gazeley)  Babcock,  who  is 
now  the  efficient  and  valued  librarian  of  the 
public  library  of  Willoughby,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  an  institution  of  which  record  is  made 
on  other  pages  of  this  work,  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Newburg  (now  South  Cleveland), 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  and  gained  her  early 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland, 
where  she  was  graduated  from  the  Central 
high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of 
1883.  Later  she  was  graduated  from  the  Cleve- 
land Normal  Training  School,  and  was  a 
teacher  in  the  Broadway  school,  in  Qeveland, 
for  four  and  one-half  years.  She  resigned  this 
position  in  1889,  when  she  became  the  wife  of 
John  Evans  Erwin,  of  Painted  Post,  New 
York.  The  one  child  of  this  union  is  Julia 
Evans  Erwin,  who  is  now  attending  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Willoughby.  Several  years  after 
her  marriage  Mrs.  Erwin  made  special  study 
and  preparation  for  library  work,  and  in  Sep- 
tember, 1898,  she  was  elected  librarian  of  the 
public  library  at  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  where  she  remained  thus  engaged  until 
March,  1905,  when  she  resigned.  Both  the 
library  board  and  the  general  public  expressed 
much  appreciation  of  her  work  at  the  time  she 
thus  severed  her  connection  with  the  Paines- 
ville library.  In  1905  Mrs.  Erwin  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Ralph  Gray  Babcock,  and  the 
one  child  of  this  union  is  Arthur  James,  who 
was  born  in  November,  1906.  In  January, 
1907,  she  was  engaged  to  organize  the  public 
library  of  Willoughby  and  she  has  since  con- 
tinued as  its  librarian.  In  her  association  with 
library. work  Mrs.  Babcock  has  been  thorough 
and  painstaking,  and  has  striven,  with  much 
of  success,  to  make  the  library  helpful  and 
inspiring  to  the  community  and  to  the  public 
schools. 

Thomas  Ferriman,  of  the  firm  of  Nichols, 
Ferriman  and  Company,  leading  dealers  in 
clothing  and  gentlemen's  furnishing  goods  of 
Medina,  and  otherwise  interested  in  important 
business  enterprises  6i  the  locality,  is  one  of 
the  most  enterprising  and  liberal  citizens  of 
the  county.     He  is  a  native  of  Sharon  town- 
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ship,  Medina  county,  born  April  9,  1845,  and 
represents  a  long  established  and  most  hon- 
orable family  widely  known  in  that  section  of 
the  state.  Holden  Ferriman,  his  father,  was 
born  in  England,  and,  coming  to  the  United 
States  as  a  young  man,  settled  on  a  well-tim- 
bered farm  in  Sharon  township.  The  elder 
Mr.  Ferriman  cleared  and  improved  this  tract 
of  land  and  for  a  number  of  years  operated 
a  sawmill  in  connection  with  it.  In  1862  he 
moved  to  Brunswick  township,  also  in  this 
county,  continued  on  his  farm  there  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  late  in  life  moved  to 
the  village  of  Medina,  where  he  died  in  1877. 
Not  long  after,  his  widow  followed  him,  dying 
as  the  mother  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom 
reached  mature  years,  as  follows:  Robert, 
who  died  in  battle  during  the  Civil  war ;  Hat- 
tie,  who  passed  away  in  1879,  as  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Fetterman;  Thomas,  of  this  sketch; 
Margaret,  who  married  C.  Blakesley;  Rosey, 
now  Mrs.  Frank  Rettiker;  Alfred/who  was 
twice  married,  first,  to  Miss  Mary  Hunt  Frest ; 
Emma,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Wil- 
bur ;  William,  who  married  Miss  Nellie  Knox ; 
and  Alice,  who  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Carpenter. 
All  of  the  above  are  active  and  respected  mem- 
bers of  the  community,  the  record  of  Thomas 
Ferriman  being  especially  strong. 

Mr.  Ferriman  of  this  sketch  was  educated 
in  the  district  school  of  Sharon  township  and 
at  a  select  establishment  near  his  home,  re- 
maining on  the  home  farm  until  his  sixteenth 
year.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Bat- 
tery A,  First  Ohio  Volunteer  Light  Artillery, 
the  chief  battles  in  which  he  participated  be- 
ing those  of  Atlanta,  Franklin  and  Nashville) 
He  served  throughout  the  war  under  Generals 
Thomas  and  Sherman,  and  upon  his  honorable 
discharge,  in  July,  1865,  went  to  his  home  in 
Brunswick  township,  to  which  his  parents  had 
moved  during  the  progress  of  the  conflict. 
There  he  was  soon  employed  by  B.  H.  Wood 
and  Company,  who  had  large  agricultural  and 
business  interests,  chiefly  in  Michigan  and 
Ohio.  Locally  they  were  warehouse  men  and 
dealers  in  wool,  lumber  and  general  merchan- 
dise. Severing  his  connection  with  this  firm, 
'Mt.  Ferriman  returned  to  Medina  and  pur- 
chased an  interest  in  the  clothing  and  gentle- 
men's furnishing  business  of  Lewis  and  Nich- 
ols, buying  out  the  former  partner.  He  re- 
mained with  the  firm  throughout  its  changes, 
and  finally  the  present  co-partnership  of  Nich- 
ols, Ferriman  and  Company  was  formed,  both 
Mr.  Ferriman  and  his  son,  M.  H.,  being  mem- 


bers of  the  firm.  The  senior  Mr.  Ferriman  is 
also  a  director  of  the  Ohio  Farmers'  Insur- 
ance Company,  with  which  he  has  been  con- 
nected for  a  number  of  years  and  which  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  solid  institutions  of 
the  state.  Further,  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Granite  and  Marble  Company  of  Medina  and 
has  other  interests  of  a  business  and  industrial 
character.  His  Masonic  relations  are  with 
Medina  Lodge  and  Medina  Chapter  and  he 
belongs  to  H.  G.  Blake  Post,  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic. 

In  1868  Mr.  Ferriman  married  Miss  A. 
]\Ieacham,  a  native  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
who  died  April  26,  1891,  the  mother  of  Arleen 
and  Myron  H.  By  his  second  marriage,  to 
Miss  Mary  Kunitz,  the  following  children 
were  born:  Ruth  B.  and  Thomas  C.  Ferri- 
man, both  attending  school. 

Ely  Family. — Among  the  first  land  pro- 
prietors of  what  is  now  Lorain  county,  Ohio, 
was  Justin  Ely,  of  West  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, a  very  extensive  dealer  in  real  es- 
tate, and  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
what  was  then  known  as  "The  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve,"  in  Ohio,  under  the  Con- 
necticut Land  Company. 

Hon.  Heman  Ely,  fourth  in  the  familv  of 
Justm  Ely,  and  who  succeeded  to  his  father's 
estate  in  what  is  now  Lorain  county,  was  born 
April  24,  1775,  in  West  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  a  linguist  of  ability,  and  a 
traveler  of  no  small  experience,  having  visited, 
prior  to  18 10,  many  of  the  leading  places  of 
interest  in  Europe.  In  that  year  he  returned 
to  America,  and  in  181 1  came  west  as  far  as 
Cleveland,  with  the  view  of  opening  up  for 
settlement  the  land  owned  by  his  father,  then 
known  as  "No.  6,  Range  17,  Connecticut 
Western  Reserve."  The  impending  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
however,  made  it  an  inauspicious  time  for  col- 
onization, and  Mr.  Ely  returned  to  his  New 
England  home.  In  18 16,  peace  being  now 
concluded  between  the  two  countries,  he  again 
ventured  west,  and  immediately  commenced 
operations  for  the  development  of  his  forest 
covered  land,  contracting  for  the  building  of 
the  first  house  that  marked  the  spot  whereon 
now  stands  the  prosperous  city  of  Elyria,  to- 
gether with  a  grist  mill  and  a  saw  mill. 

Having  accomplished  so  much,  he  returned 
to  West  Springfield,  and  in  Februar}',  1817, 
finally  left  for  his  new  western  home,  where 
the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in  the 
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development  of  its  resources,  and  the  convert- 
ing of  the  wild  forest  into  prosperous  farms, 
villages  and  towns. 

He  erected  several  houses,  including  the  one 
on  East  Broad  street,  now  known  as  the  "Old 
Ely  Homestead,"  and  the  oldest  house  in 
Elyria. 

The  town  was  laid  out  hy  him  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  and  bears  his  name,  as  also  the 
township.  On  the  organization  of  the  county, 
in  1824,  he  named  it  Lorain  from  Lorraine  in 
France,  in  which  province  he  spent  some  time 
while  in  Europe,  and  with  which  beautiful 
spot  he  was  much  delighted.  He  was  also  the 
founder  of  the  educational,  religious,  and  oth- 
er public  institutions  of  Elyria,  giving  liberally 
of  his  means,  and  his  name  is  still  revered  by 
the  many  descendants  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Elyria.  He  passed  from  earth  on  February 
2,  1852. 

His  son,  Heman  Ely,  Jr.,  was  one  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  the  county,  prominent 
in  financial  circles  and  a  man  identified  with 
every  movement  foe  the  advancement  and  bet- 
terment of  the  community  as  well  as  one  of 
the  best  known  Masons  in  the  North. 

Among  the  latter 's  sons  is  the  present  Hon. 
George  H.  Ely,  of  Elyria,  banker,  ex-state 
senator  and  leading  citizen. 

Henry  C.  Bechtel,  now  living  retired  at 
Amherst,  Lorain  county,  was  born  at  Olm- 
sted Falls,  Ohio,  September  4,  1856.  He  is 
a  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (Kinsley) 
Bechtel,  both  natives  of  Wurtemburg,  Ger- 
many. His  grandfather.  Christian  Kinsley, 
was  also  a  native  of  Germany.  William  Bech- 
tel came  to  the  United  States  alone,  and  set- 
tled in  Ohio,  spending  some  time  in  Cleve- 
land. He  later  removed  to  Olmstead  Falls  on 
a  farm,  and  there  lived  about  two  years,  then 
removed  to  the  eastern  part  of  Elyria  town- 
ship, near  Ridgeville,  and  lived  a  short  time 
on  Center  Road.  Subsequently  he  purchased 
a  farm  in  the  western  part  of  Elyria  township 
and  carried  it  on  until  his  death,  on  March 
S,  1909.  He  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  and 
actively  interested  in  politics.  Of  his  twelve 
children,  eight  were  boys  and  four  girls,  and 
all  are  living  with  the  exception  of  one  son 
and  one  daughter. 

Henrv  C.  Bechtel  was  the  oldest  child,  and 
received  a  common  school  education.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  and 


then  for  four  years  resided  with  his  wife's 
parents.  He  then  worked  a  farm  in  Camden 
township  for  G.  Washington  Quigley,  and  two 
years  later,  on  the  death  of  his  mother-in-law, 
he  and  his  wife  again  moved  to  the  Kress 
homestead,  where  they  spent  a  year  and  a 
half.  They  then  purchased  a  fifty  acre  farm 
of  unimproved  land  in  Amherst,  adjoining  the 
Kress  farm  on  the  south,  built  a  house,  barn 
and  granary,  and  otherwise  made  many  im- 
provements. By  putting  in  thirty-three  thou- 
sand feet  of  tiling,  Mr.  Bechtel  has  made  it 
one  of  the  finest  pieces  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship. In  November,  1902,  he  drilled  a  gas 
well,  from  which  he  secured  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  natural  gas  for  lighting  and  heating 
his  residence.  He  has  added  to  his  farm  from 
time  to  time,  and  now  has  sixty-four  acres. 
Both  the  Wabash  and  Ramsey  railroads  have 
cut  through  the  farm.  Besides  carrying  on 
general  farming,  he  also  raised  Jersey  cows 
and  Chester  white  hogs.  In  April,  1910,  he 
turned  the  management  of  the  farm  over  to 
his  son,  and  removed  to  Amherst. 

Mr.  Bechtel  is  a  Republican  on  national 
issues,  but  in  local  affairs  votes  for  the  men 
he  believes  best  fitted  for  the  office,  and  has 
served  on  the  school  board,  and  for  many 
years  was  township  road  supervisor.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Amherst  Banking  Company, 
and  is  president  of  the  Quarrymen's  Supply 
Association.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechtel  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Evangelical  church,  of  which  he 
has  served  many  years  as  trustee.  He  also 
belongs  to  Hickory  Tree  Grange  at  Amherst, 
and  to  the  Knighted  Order  Tented  Macca-f 
bees.  He  was  ever  an  industrious,  up-to-date 
farmer,  and  naturally  takes  pride  in  his  agri- 
cultural achievements.  He  gives  freely  of  his 
time  and  money  towards  all  worthy  objects, 
and  uses  his  influence  toward  the  public  wel- 
fare and  progress.  Mr.  Bechtel  married, 
March  29,  1883,  Anna  Margaret  Sundergelt 
Kress,  bom  in  Black  River  township,  this 
county.  May  19,  1861,  daughter  of  Martin 
Sundergelt,  but  later  adopted  by  William  and 
Catherine  Kress.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechtel  have 
children  as  follows :  Ada  K.,  wife  of  Stephen 
Steveson,  of  Vermilion,  Ohio;  Walter  J.,  who 
married  Minnie  Shuhz  and  conducts  the  farm ; 
Alice  B.,  wife  of  Theodore  Kuntz,  of  Lorain, 
who  has  one  child,  Georgia  D. ;  and  Hale  G. 
and  Harold  E.,  living  at  home.  Mrs.  Bechtel 
is  a  member  of  the  Women's  Missionary  So- 
ciety, an  auxiliary  to  the  Evangelical  church. 
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John  C.  Bechtel,  a  successful  dairy  farmer 
of  Amherst  township,  Lorain  county,  was  bora 
in  Avon  township,  October  28,  i860,  a  son 
of  William  and  Catherine  (Kinsley)  Bechtel, 
both  natives  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany.  The 
parents  are  mentioned  in  connection  with  the 
sketch  of  Henry  C.  Bechtel,  given  above. 

John  C.  Bechtel  was  the  fourth  of  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  and  received  a  common 
school  education,  lie  resided  with  his  parents 
until  he  came  of  age,  and  then  began  working 
on  farms  away  from  home.  In  January,  1894, 
after  his  marriage  he  moved  onto  his  present 
farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, formerly  known  as  the  Daniel  Gawn 
farm.  The  Wabash  and  Ramsey  railroads  run 
through  his  farm,  he  having  sold  seven  acres 
of  his  farm  to  furnish  a  right  of  way.  He 
carries  on  general  farming,  has  a  'fine  dairy, 
and  also  raises  registered  Jersey  cows.  He  is 
a  prominent  farmer,  and  has  been  successful 
in  his  various  enterprises.  In  1910  Mr.  Bech- 
tel purchased  the  homestead  farm  in  Elyria 
township,  owned  and  occupied  by  his  father 
until  his  death  in  1909.  Mr.  Bechtel  is  a 
member  of  the  German  Evangelical  church, 
and  has  served  as  trustee  since  1907,  and  since 
1905  as  secretary  of  the  Sunday  School.  In 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a 
public-spirited,  patriotic  citizen.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  and  Ladies  of  Security, 
of  Amherst. 

Mr.  Bechtel  was  married  June  8,  1893,  in 
Amherst,  to  Olive  L.  Spiegelberg,  born  in 
Amherst,  September  9,  1866,  a  daughter  of 
C^eorge  W.  and  Elizabeth  (Kolbe)  Spiegel- 
burg,  the  father  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
the  mother  a  native  of  Hesse  Cassel,  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bechtel  have  one  daughter, 
Amelia  Elizabeth,  bom  December  18,  1897. 

STKniEN  T.  Storm.— The  history  of  the 
milling  industry  of  Willoughby,  Lake  county, 
is  largely  included  in  the  personal  careers  of 
Stephen  "T.  Storm  and  his  father,  John  J.  The 
latter  was  boni  at  Coxsackie,  New  York,  and 
his  wife  (,nee  Marie  Hollenbeck\  at  Sheffield, 
Berkshire  county.  Massachusetts.  They  both 
moveil  to  Chenango  county  in  early  life  with 
their  parents,  where  they  were  married  and 
where  their  nine  children  were  boni  with  the 
exception  of  Stephen  T.  In  the  spring  of  18J5 
they  came  into  the  Western  Reserve  and  set- 
tled at  Willouchbv,  two  miles  west  oi  Cleve- 
land,  where  their  youngest  child  was  bom,  on 
Xovember  jS,  1826.    At  that  p^^int  the  father 


worked  at  his  trade  as  a  millwright,  building 
many  of  the  early  plants  of  Lake  county.  One 
of  the  best  known,  the  Willoughby  mill,  which 
stood  below  the  Lake  Shore  railroad,  was  com- 
pletely upset  by  the  high  waters  of  recent 
years,  the  building  being  turned  over  upon  its 
roof  in  the  hole  below  the  dam,  but  it  was  de- 
molished and  scattered  along  the  river.  John 
J.  Storm  died  in  1836,  while  still  a  young  man, 
his  widow  surviving  him  until  her  sixty- 
seventh  year. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  J.  Storm.    John,  who  was  born  Decem- 
ber 29,  1805,  was  a  farmer  who  died  in  Kirt- 
land,  Lake  county.  May  24,  1884,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight.     His  wife  (formerly  Maria 
Truman)  survived  him  but  a  few  years.    Their 
three  children  were :  Solon,  now  a  retired  citi- 
zen of  Willoughby;  Mary,  who  married  Zeb 
Whitman,  a  farmer  of  Chester,  Geauga  county, 
Ohio;  and  Cornelia,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Alden  Sanbom,  a  farmer  of  Kirtland.    Maria, 
the  eldest  daughter  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
J.  Storm,  married  Samuel  Miller,  whose  family 
name  is  descriptive  of  his  occupation.  He  spent 
his  life  in  Willoughby,  where  he  was  born  in 
August,  1802,  as  the  first  white  child  of  the 
place.    His  mother  reached  the  century  mark. 
^Irs.  Maria  Miller  reached  the  age  of  eighty- 
si;x  and  died    without    issue.     Cornelia,  her 
younger  sister,  married  Peter  McCauley,  died 
at  twenty-seven,  leaving  a  daughter,  also  Cor- 
nelia, who  passed  away,  single,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three.     Daniel   P.   Storm,   tlie  second 
son  in  John  J.  Storm's  family,  was  bora  De- 
cember 16,  1 8 10,  and  returned  to  New  York 
in  his  boyhood,  where  he  followed  his  trade 
as  a  carpenter  and  joiner,  and  in  his  later  Hfe 
moved  to  Monroe,  Michigan.     There  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  Gibson,  still  later  settled 
at-  Willoughby,  and  died  there  May  20.  1879. 
He  was  the  father  of  three  children.    Elizabeth 
Storm,  the  third  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  J.  Stonn,  is  the  widow  of  Frank  Bond. 
A  former  husband,  Charles  Stowe,  was  acci- 
dentally killed  in  the  falling  of  a  bridge  at 
Willoughby.      Ransom    Stomi,    one    of    the 
younger  sons,  was  bom  Xovember  16.  181S, 
and  was  a  well-known  miller  at  Willougliby, 
as  well  as  a  preacher  of  the  Disciples'  church. 
He  married  Sliss  Grace  Grover  and  died  Tune 
I.  1 87 1,  his  wife  survivinvr  him  several  vears. 
Their  daughter.   Maria,  became  the  wife  of 
Frank  Gilbert,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio.    George  W. 
Stonn.  M.  D..  was  bom  August  2.  1822,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  home- 
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opathy  at  Willoughby  until  1884.  He  died 
June  2  of  that  year,  leaving  a  son  and  a 
daughter:  George,  also  a  homeopathic  phy- 
sician, who  died  at  the  age  of  forty-six,  the 
father  of  two  daughters,  Dorothy  (unmarried) 
and  Shirley,  Mrs.  Ralph  Allen,  of  Boston ;  and 
Emma,  who  died  in  childhood. 

Stephen  T.  Storm  spent  most  of  his  earlier 
life  in  the  old  Willoughby  mill,  whose  violent 
destruction  has  already  been  recorded,  and 
twenty  years  of  his  later  life  at  the  Kirtland 
mill.  Altogether  he  has  devoted  four  decades 
to  the  milling  business,  a  portion  of  that  long 
period  as  proprietor.  On  April  22,  1852,  Mr. 
Storm  wedded  Miss  Sarah  Haggert,  daughter 
of  Daniel  J.  and  Magdalene  (Servis)  Haggert, 
who  came  from  Palmyra,  New  York,  to  Men- 
tor, Ohio,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade 
as  a  blacksmith  until  his  death  at  the  age  of 
fifty-seven.  Mrs.  Storm  has  three  brothers 
and  one  sister  living — Alexander  J.,  of  Grand 
Ledge,  Michigan;  Charles,  who  resides  in 
Chicago;  James,  of  Chagrin  Falls,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  and  Mrs.  William  Thomas,  of 
Willoughby.  Her  uncle,  Archibald  Haggert, 
who  died  in  Cleveland  in  May,  1909,  at  the  age 
of  ninety-five  years,  was  the  last  of  nine 
brothers  and  three  sisters  in  the  family,  of 
which  Mrs.  Storm's  father  was  the  eldest.  The 
children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  T.  Storm 
are  as  follows:  Fred,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
coal  and  insurance  business  at  Willoughby, 
married  Miss  Jeannette  Ganies  and  is  the 
father  of  Susie  (wife  of  Frank  Andrews)  and 
Bessie;  and  Sophia,  who  died  in  1882  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  after  having  taken  a 
course  at  the  Lake  Erie  Seminary,  Painesville. 
Mrs.  Storm  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal 
church  and,  while  her  husband  is  not  a  regular 
adherent  to  any  denomination,  he  is  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  efficacy  of  a  moral  life  and  in  the 
duty  of  every  man  to  do  his  share  in  advancing 
the  welfare  of  the  human  family. 

James  H.  Taylor. — Though  available  data 
are  somewhat  meager,  it  is  desired  to  enter  in 
this  publication  at  least  a  brief  memorial  record 
concerning  this  honored  pioneer  of  Lake  coun- 
ty, where  he  maintained  his  home  for  many 
years,  having  been  one  of  the  honored  citizens 
and  representative  business  men  of  Paines- 
ville, the  metropolis  and  official  center  of  the 
county. 

James  H.  Taylor  was  a  native  of  Essex 
county.  New  Jersey,  in  which  state  the  family 
was  founded  in  the  colonial  epoch  of  our  na- 
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tional  history,  having  been  of  stanch  English 
lineage.  Mr.  Taylor  was  reared  and  educated 
in  his  native  state,  where  he  learned  the  tan- 
ner's trade  in  his  youth  and  where  he  was 
identified  with  this  line  of  business  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  came  to  the  Western  Reserve 
in  the  pioneer  days,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  record 
that  he  made  practically  the  entire  trip  on  foot 
from  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  to  Lake  county, 
Ohio,  being  accompanied  by  a  companion  of 
the  same  place.  He  first  made  settlement  in 
Madison  township,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of 
land  and  where  he  also  worked  at  his  trade. 
After  making  due  provision  for  them,  he  sent 
for  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary 
Ann  Munn,  and  their  eight  children,  and  they 
came  by  way  of  the  Erie  canal  to  Buffalo, 
where  they  embarked  on  one  of  the  old-time 
lake  vessels  for  Lake  county,  Ohio.  They  ar- 
rived at  the  primitive  dock  in  Madison  in  due 
course  of  time  and  were  made  comfortable  in 
their  new  home  in  the  wilds  of  this  section.  It 
is  worthy  of  note  that  the  boat  on  which 
they  took  passage  was  wrecked  and  went  to 
the  bottom  of  the  lake  on  its  next  trip.  Mr. 
Taylor  finally  purchased  a  tannery  in  Paines- 
ville, and  he  continued  to  operate  the  same  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  This  old  tan- 
nery stood  on  the  bank  of  Grand  river,  near 
the  present  Abbott  mill.  Mr.  Taylor  was  a  man 
of  industry  and  good  business  judgment,  and 
through  his  well  directed  eflforts  he  was  able 
to  make  ample  provision  for  the  care  of  his 
large  family.  He  died  in  1873,  ^^  the  age  of 
sixty-nine  years,  and  his  devoted  wife  survived 
him  by  more  than  a  score  of  years,  being  sum- 
moned to  the  life  eternal  in  1894,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years.  The  old  homestead  which 
this  worthy  pioneer  couple  occupied  for  more 
than  forty  years  is  still  standing,  in  a  good 
state  of  preservation,  but  not  on  its  original 
site,  which  is  now  occupied  by  a  club  house. 
The  building  was  removed  to  Jackson  street 
and  is  now  owned  by  the  youngest  daughter. 
Miss  Eva  Taylor,  who  utilizes  the  same  as  a 
millinery  establishment. 

James  H.  Taylor  became  a  supporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  at  the  time 
of  its  organization,  but  upon  the  organization 
of  the  Greenback  party,  with  Horace  Greeley 
as  its  standard  bearer,  he  espoused  its  cause, 
being  aligned  as  a  supporter  of  the  same  at  the 
time  of  his  demise.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
consistent  church  members.  They  became  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  and  it  is  a  matter 
worthy  of  particular  note  that  all  of  the  chil- 
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dren,  then  in  mature  years,  were  present  at 
their  father's  funeral,  and  within  the  interven- 
ing period  of  twenty  years  death  had  made 
only  such  invasion  as  to  prevent  two  of  the 
number  from  attending  the  funeral  of  their 
loved  mother,  at  which  ten  were  present.  In 
consistent  conclusion  of  this  article  is  entered 
a  brief  record  concerning  the  children. 

David  Erasmus  Tavlor,  the  oldest  of  the 
children,  was  long  a  representative  farmer  of 
Lake  county,  and  he  passed  the  closing  years 
of  his  life  in  Painesville,  where  he  died  at  the 
age  of  eighty  years.  Mar}*,  who  is  a  maiden 
lady,  remains  with  her  sister  in  the  old  home- 
stead. Samuel  S.,  who  became  a  successful 
farmer  in  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  died  there 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years.  Frances  G. 
is  the  widow  of  Matthew  Lvnch,  who  was  a 
prominent  farmer  of  Lake  county,  and  she  re- 
sides on  the  old  homestead.  Leander  M.,  long 
a  leading  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Paines- 
ville, is  still  living  in  this  city.  Marcus  C.  died, 
unmarried,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  Stephen 
B.  resides  in  Painesville.  ^liss  Electa  A.  re- 
sides with  her  sisters  in  the  old  homestead. 
James  H.  is  agent  for  the  Brooks  Oil  Company 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  Sarah  C.  became  the 
wife  of  Eben  Coit  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years.  Charles  E.  is  associated  with  his 
brother,  Stephen  B.,  in  business  in  Painesville. 
Miss  Eva  is  engaged  in  the  millinery  business 
in  the  old  homestead,  as  has  already  been 
noted. 

(iRANT  \\'.  Taylor. — The  popular  station 
agent  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  in  the 
city  of  Painesville  is  a  representative  in  the 
third  generation  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer 
families  of  Lake  county,  being  a  grandson  of 
the  late  James  H.  Taylor,  to  whom  a  memoir  is 
dedicated  on  other  pages  of  this  work.  He  has 
passed  his  entire  life  in  Painesville,  save  for  a 
period  when  absent  at  school,  and  here  he  has 
attained  to  a  position  of  distinctive  importance 
and  responsibility,  the  while  he  has  at  all  times 
commanded  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
community  in  which  he  was  reared. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Painesville  on  Oc- 
tober 21,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  Leander  M.  and 
Rosetta  C.  (Donaldson)  Taylor,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Montclair,  Essex  county. 
Xew  Jersey,  and  the  latter  in  Xelson,  Madison 
county,  Xew  York.  Their  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized in  Painesville,  whither  the  respective 
families  came  in  the  pioneer  days,  and  here 
Leander  M.  Taylor  was  for  many  years  a  rep- 


resentative carpenter  and  contractor.  He  is 
now  living  virtually  retired,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-seven  years,  and  is  one  of  the  vener- 
able and  honored  citizens  of  Painesville,  where 
he  has  maintained  his  home  from  his  boyhood 
days,  as  may  be  noted  by  reference  to  the  pre- 
viously mentioned  sketch  of  the  life  of  his 
father.  Mrs.  Taylor,  a  daughter  ox  James 
Donaldson,  who  came  to  Lake  countx-,  from 
Madison  county,  Xew  York,  and  here  passed 
the  residue  of  his  life  was  summoned  to 
the  life  eternal  in  1895,  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  sixty- 
three  years. 

(jrant  W.  Taylor  was  aflForded  the  advan- 
tages of  the  excellent  public  schools  of  Paines- 
ville. In  1883,  when  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
he  became  a  clerk  in  the  Painesville  offices  of 
the  Xickel  Plate  Railroad.  Later  he  was  a 
clerk  for  one  year  in  the  local  office  of  the 
American  Express  Company.  During  the  ensu- 
ing five  years  he  was  employed  in  a  clerical  ca- 
pacity in  the  local  station  of  the  Lake  Shore 
&  Michigan  Southern  Railroad.  On  June  i, 
1 89 1,  he  assumed  the  position  of  cashier  in  the 
station  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad,  and 
in  1894  he  was  promoted  to  his  present  oflftce 
of  station  agent,  in  which  he  has  administered 
the  large  and  important  local  business  of  the 
company  with  marked  ability  and  discrimina- 
tion, gaining  the  commendation  of  the  direct- 
ing officials  and  the  cordial  esteem  of  the  trav- 
eling public  and  local  business  men.  He  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  all  that  concerns  his  native 
city,  and  is  essentially  loyal  and  public-spirited 
as  a  citizen.  Mr.  Taylor  is  at  the  present  time 
a  member  of  the  city  board  of  public  safetv 
(  1909).  For  four  years  he  was  a  valued  mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  education.  He  affiliated 
with  Temple  Lodge,  Free  and  Accepted 
^Masons,  of  which  he  is  worshipful  master  in 
1909. 

On  October  17,  1889.  ^vas  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  Miss  Marguerite  D. 
Miltner.  of  Cleveland,  and  they  have  six  chil- 
dren, namely:  Genevieve  Marie,  Donaldson. 
Lee,  Eveline.  Rosetta  and  Dorothy.  Mrs.  Tav- 
lor is  a  communicant  of  St.  Mary's  Catholic 
church. 

Wesley  A.  Elwell. — Well  known  in  the 
city  of  Painesville,  where  he  maintains  his 
home,  and  also  to  the  traveling  public,  Mr. 
Elwell  is  one  of  the  popular  representatives 
of  the  railroad  fraternity,  if  it  may  be  so  desig- 
nated, in  this  section.  He  is  a  passenger  en- 
gineer on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad,  and 
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has  the  run  between  the  cities  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Painesville,  Ohio. 

Weslev  Alfred  Elwell  was  born  in  Paines- 
ville,  on  September  27,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Lucelia  (Falkenburg)  Elwell,  both 
of  whom  were  likewise  born  in  Painesville, 
where  the  father  died  in  1908,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years,  and  where  the  widowed 
mother  still  maintains  her  home,  being  seventy- 
four  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  this  writing,  in 
Kja;.  Isaac  Elwell  was  a  stonemason  by  trade 
and  became  a  successful  contractor  in  the  line 
of  this  vocation.  He  passed  his  entire  life  in 
Painesville  and  was  a  man  who  ever  command- 
ed the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him.  He  was  the  elder  of  the  two  sons  of 
Jacob  Elwell,  who  came  to  Ohio  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  who  passed  the  closing  years  of 
his  life  in  Painesville,  where  he  died  when  about 
seventy  years  of  age.  His  younger  son,  Alfred, 
was  a  sailor  on  the  Great  Lakes  during  the 
major  portion  of  his  life.  Jacob  Elwell,  grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  began  his 
career  in  Ohio  as  the  driver  of  a  team  for  the 
Cieauga  Coal  Company,  but  by  industry  and 
good  management  he  accumulated  a  com- 
petency, having  become  the  owner  of  a  large 
and  valuable  farm  in  Lake  county,  where  he 
was  a  representative  agriculturist  and  stock 
grower  for  many  years  prior  to  his  death. 

Isaac  Elwell  was  a  valiant  soldier  in  the 
Civil  war,  in  which  he  served  as  a  member  of 
an  Ohio  regiment  of  volunteer  infantry.  Mr. 
Elwell  was  a  skilled  artisan  in  his  trade,  to 
which  he  devoted  his  attention  during  his  en- 
tire active  business  career,  and  there  remain 
in  Lake  county  many  enduring  monuments  in- 
dicating his  mechanical  ability.  Notable 
among  these  is  the  fine  government  light  house 
at  Fairport  Harbor.  He  was  a  liberal  and 
loyal  citizen,  but  never  sought  or  desired  pub- 
lic office.  His  venerable  widow  still  resides 
in  the  attractive  old  homestead  in  East  Paines- 
ville. 

Wesley  A.  Elwell  gained  his  early  educa- 
tional training  in  the  public  schools  of  Paines- 
ville, and  he  has  been  identified  with  rail- 
roadwork  since  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age. 
He  began  in  the  modest  position  of  a  workman 
on  the  section  for  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company,  was  advanced  from  this  digni- 
fied "office"  to  the  more  pretentious  one  of 
*'hostler"  for  engines.  He  passed  two  years 
in  the  Painesville  shops  of  this  railroad,  where 
he  became  a  machinist.  He  had  made  definite 
plans   for   his   future   career  and   spared   no 


pains  to  prepare  himself  for  the  successive 
grades  of  promotion,  each  of  which  he  gained 
through  his  ability  and  fidelity.  He  finally 
became  a  locomotive  fireman,  and  from  this 
position  he  was  given  the  merited  and  wel- 
come position  of  engineer,  taking  out  his  first 
engine  independently  on  the  2nd  of  April, 
1883.  He  has  had  full  appreciation  of  the 
thorough  system  maintained  in  all  departments 
of  railway  operation  and  has  realized  that 
advancement  could  be  gained  by  means  of  no 
royal  road,  but  only  through  following  the 
direct  path,  reinforcing  each  forward  step  by 
the  knowledge  gained  in  that  preceeding.  He 
has  been  most  successful  in  his  work  as  an  en- 
gineer, and  was  subsequently  promoted  to  a 
passenger  run.  He  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for 
nearly  forty  years,  representing  practically  his 
entire  independent  career.  Since  assuming 
control  of  an  engine  he  has  had  but  one  wreck, 
in  which  there  was  no  loss  of  life  or  destruc- 
tion of  property,  nor  was  anyone  injured.  No 
engineer  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  system 
stands  in  higher  esteem  with  the  officials  of  the 
operating  department.  Mr.  Elwell  thoroughly 
enjoys  his  work  and  keeps  in  constant  touch 
with  the  demands  of  changing  conditions  and 
improved  facilities  in  his  field  of  labor.  He  is 
a  valued  and  popular  member  of  the  Brother- 
hood of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and  has  served 
as  chief  of  the  local  organization,  besides  hold- 
ing other  offices  in  the  same.  He  is  also  affil- 
iated with  the  Benevolent  &  Protective  Order 
of  Elks. 

On  the  20th  of  August,  1889,  was  solem- 
nized the  marriage  of  Mr.  Elwell  to  Miss 
Inga  A.  Trulsen,  who  came  to  America 
when  eighteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Elwell  have  three  children — Laura,  Mabel  and 
Edward.  Mrs.  Elwell  holds  membership  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Charles  R.  Spaulding. — As  a  division 
headquarters  on  the  lines  of  the  Baltimore  & 
Ohio  Railroad,  the  city  of  Painesville  has 
among  its  valued  citizens  a  large  quota  of  ac- 
tive railroad  men,  and  among  the  popular  rep- 
resentatives of  this  class  is  Mr.  Spaulding,  a 
well  known  locomotive  engineer  and  a  native 
son  of  Lake  county. 

Mr.  Spaulding  was  born  at  Lake  Station, 
Perry  township,  Lake  county,  three  miles  east 
of  the  city  of  Painesville,  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust, 1869,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  W.  and 
Edna  (Payne)  Spaulding;,  the  latter  of  whom 
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was  bom  in  Lake  county,  a  daughter  of  Hilen- 
ian  W.  Payne,  who  came  from  Connecticut 
soon  after  the  opening  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Lake 
county,  where  he  passed  the  residue  of  his 
life  and  where  he  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the 
virgin  forest.  Charles  W.  Spaulding  was  bom 
in  Connecticut,  a  representative  of  a  staunch 
old  English  family  which  was  founded  in  New 
England  in  the  colonial  days.  He  came  with 
his  parents  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  the 
pioneer  epoch,  and  they  were  numbered  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Perry  township.  Lake 
county.  Charles  W.  Spaulding  became  one  of 
the  successful  farmers  of  that  township,  where 
he  developed  his  land  from  the  wild  state,  and 
where  he  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  but  two  years  of  age,  having  been  about 
forty  years  of  age  at  the  time.  His  widow 
is  now  living  in  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

When  Charles  R.  Spaulding,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  a  child  his  mother 
moved  to  Painesville,  and  here  he  was  reared 
to  maturity,  in  the  meanwhile  duly  profiting 
by  the  educational  privileges  offered  in  the 
public  schools.  He  has  been  identified  with 
railroad  work  from  the  time  of  attaining  to 
his  legal  majority.  He  began  his  service  in 
a  very  modest  position,  in  1889,  on  the  old 
Pittsburg  &  Western  Railroad,  whose  line  ex- 
tended from  Painesville  to  Pittsburg,  and  was 
a  narrow  gauge  system.  The  road  was  finally 
made  a  standard-gauge  line  and  passed  into 
the  ownership  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company.  After  serving  about  four 
years  as  a  locomotive  fireman,  Mr.  Spaulding 
realized  his  ambition  and  was  given  an  engine, 
an  object  ever  held  in  view  during  his  pre- 
vious years  of  arduous  toil  and  faithful  ser- 
vice. He  was  promoted  to  the  position  of 
engineer  in  1893,  and  since  that  time  he  has 
continuously  guided  the  iron  steed,  with  un- 
varying enthusiasm  in  his  vocation  and  with 
a  full  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  in- 
volved. He  has  had  various  runs  within  the 
intervening  period,  having  covered  the  entire 
original  system  of  the  Pittsburg  &  Western, 
and  now  having  the  run  between  Painesville 
and  Pittsburg.  He  is  one  of  the  well  known 
and  distinctively  popular  engineers  of  the  Bal- 
timore &  Ohio.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen,  in  which 
order  he  is  now  incumbent  of  the  office  of  first 
assistant  engineer. 

In  politics  Mr.  Spaulding  is  well  fortified  in 
his  convictions  and  is  an  uncompromising  ad- 


vocate of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which 
the  Republican  party  stands  sponsor.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
of  the  "grand  old  party"  and  is  at  the  time 
of  this  writing,  in  1909,  a  member  of  the 
Republican  central  committee  of  Lake  count}'. 
He  is  afRliated  with  the  Fraternal  Order  of 
Eagles,  in  which  he  is  identified  with  the  aerie 
in  Painesville.  In  his  boyhood  and  youth  Mr. 
Spaulding  was  an  intense  devotee  of  the 
"national  game,"  and  he  gained  no  little  local 
prestige  as  a  base-ball  player.  He  has  never 
lost  interest  in  the  game,  and  thus  is  to-day 
numbered  on  the  roster  of  the  gallant  army 
of  "base-ball  fans." 

In  the  year  1889,  when  but  twent)'  years  of 
age,  Mr.  Spaulding  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Margaret  Bittigar,  who  was  bom  and 
reared  in  Lake  county.  Mrs.  Spaulding  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  in  1903,  and  is 
survived  by  three  children — Charles  Lewis, 
who  is  a  machinist  by  vocation  and  who  is 
now  employed  in  the  automobile  factory-  at 
Geneva,  Ohio;  and  Madeline  and  Gertrude, 
who  remain  at  the  paternal  home.  On  the  4th 
of  November,  1904,  was  solemnized  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Edith  Stansell,  of  Chardon, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  where  she  was  bom  and 
reared,  a  daughter  of  a  representative  business 
man  of  that  place.  The  two  children  of  this 
union  are  Doris  and  Delos. 

S.  D.  Chapman  is  a  leading  dry-goods  mer- 
chant and  citizen  of  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
in  the  well  known  house  of  S.  D.  Chapman, 
which  succeeded  the  W.  P.  Whelpley  Com- 
pany, one  of  the  oldest  and  most  substantial 
business  houses  in  this  part  of  the  Reserve. 
Mr.  Chapman  is  a  native  of  Burton,  Geauga 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  bom  on  a  farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  his  home  town.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  commenced  business  as  a  clerk  in  a 
Painesville  grocer}*  store,  spending  three  years 
there,  and  then  entering  the  employ  of  the 
\\\  P.  Whelpley  Company.  His  industry  and 
business  ability  made  him  the  natural  suc- 
cessor to  the  business  of  that  concern  in  1896. 
On  Februar>'  i,  1896,  Mr.  Chapman  formed 
a  partnership  with  E.  D.  Heartwell  and  they 
purchased  the  interests  and  good  will  of  the 
long  established  firm  of  W.  P.  Whelpley  & 
Company  and  carried  on  a  thriving  business 
for  thirteen  years.  On  August  20,  1909,  Mr. 
Chapman  purchased  the  interests  and  good 
will  of  his  partner,  Mr.  Heartwell,  and  be- 
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came  the  sole  proprietor  of  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  substantial  business  houses  in  this 
part  of  the  Reserve.  Mr.  Chapman  is  in  pos- 
session of  a  location  at  which  a  dry  goods 
store  has  been  in  operation  for  more  than 
seventy-five  years.  This  is  but  natural,  since 
it  is  in  the  central  business  section  of  the  city 
and  most  desirable  in  every  way.  An  inter- 
esting fact,  as  proof  of  the  stability  of  trade 
at  this  location,  is  that  Butterick  patterns 
have  been  sold  here  continuously  since  1868. 
The  establishment  now  conducted  by  Mr. 
Chapman  embraces  a  double  store,  basement, 
first  and  second  floors,  and  is  strictly  retail 
and  handles  a  complete  and  select  stock  of 
dry  goods,  notions,  ladies*  furnishings,  mil- 
linery, coats,  skirts,  carpets,  rugs  and  house 
furnishings.  The  business  is  stable  and  grow- 
ing. Mr.  Chapman  is  energetic  and  enterpris- 
ing and  never  allows  himself  to  fall  behind 
the  demands  of  the  times  and  his  patrons. 

^Ir.  Chapman  is  a  fraternalist  of  high 
standing  in  Masonry,  having  passed  the  chairs 
and  become  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
He  is  also  a  Chapter  Mason,  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar and  a  member  of  (Al  Koran)  Shrine 
and  Lake  Erie  Consistory,  thirty-second 
degree. 

Eleazar  Burridge. — One  of  the  venerable 
and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  Mentor,  Lake 
county,  is  Eleazar  Burridge,  who  is  a  native 
son  of  the  county  that  is  still  his  home  and 
who  is  a  scion  of  one  of  the  sterling  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  has 
long  been  identified  with  the  great  basic  in- 
dustry of  agriculture,  has  been  influential  in 
public  aflfairs  of  a  local  nature,  served  with 
marked  gallantry  as  a  soldier  of  the  Union  in 
the  Civil  war,  and  his  course  has  been  so 
ordered  as  to  retain  to  him  at  all  times  the 
inviolable  confidence  and  high  regard  of  his 
fellow  men.  There  is  thus  all  of  propriety 
in  according  him  representation  in  this  his- 
tory of  the  Western  Reserve  and  its  people. 

Captain  Eleazar  Burridge  was  born  in 
Perry.  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1822,  and  at  that  time  this  county 
was  still  an  integral  part  of  Geauga  county. 
He  is  a  son  of  wSamucl  and  Hannah  (Parmly) 
Burridge,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at 
Braintree.  Massachusetts,  on  the  5th  of  April, 
1784,  and  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Connecticut  in  the  year  1792.  John  Burridge, 
grandfather  of  him  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch,  was  born  in  the  southern  part  of  Eng- 


land, about  1757.  During  a  college  vacation, 
while  in  a  boat  and  engaged  in  fishing  in  the 
English  channel,  he,  with  his  cousin  who  ac- 
companied him,  was  picked  up  by  a  passing 
war  vessel  bound  for  America  and  was  im- 
pressed into  the  king's  service.  Upon  reach- 
ing the  port  of  Boston  he  promptly  left  the 
vessel  and  swam  ashore.  Later  he  enlisted 
as  a  soldier  in  the  Continental  line,  having 
thus  gallantly  espoused  the  cause  of  the  strug- 
gling colonies  and  having  aided  in  hurling 
back  oppression.  He  served  in  Massachu- 
setts regiments,  including  one  commanded  by 
Colonel  Thayer,  and  as  a  private  in  the  line 
he  was  found  enrolled  from  July  28,  1780, 
until  practically  the  close  of  the  great  war 
for  independence.  By  reason  of  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  American  army  he  was  disinher- 
ited by  his  family  in  England.  He  finally 
settled  at  Braintree,  Massachusetts,  and  there, 
in  November,  1779,  was  solemnized  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Mary  Spear,  who  bore  him 
three  sons  and  four  daughters.  His  death 
occurred  on  the  28th  of  June,  181 5. 

Samuel  Burridge  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Massachusetts,  and  he  subsequently  came 
to  the  Western  Reserve.  He  took  up  his 
residence  in  Perry,  Lake  county,  where  he 
conducted  a  general  merchandise  store  for 
some  time,  after  which  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  agricultural  pursuits  in  this  county, 
where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  the  25th  of  April,  1864. 
He  contributed  his  quota  to  the  civic  and  in- 
dustrial development  of  this  section  and  was 
one  of  the  influential  and  honored  citizens 
of  Lake  county  until  he  was  finally  summoned 
to  his  reward.  He  served  as  captain  in  the 
state  militia  at  the  time  of  the  war  of  181 2, 
was  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  pro- 
clivities, and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  zeal- 
ous members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church.  Mrs.  Hannah  (Parmly)  Burridge 
survived  her  husband  by  a  number  of  years 
and  was  only  a  few  days  less  than  ninety- 
nine  years  of  age  when  she  was  summoned 
to  the  life  eternal.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Eleazar  Parmly,  who  was  born  in  1765  and 
who  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Perry 
township,  Lake  county.  The  lineage  in  direct 
way  is  traced  from  Eleazar  Parmly,  first  child 
of  Jahial  Parmly,  who  was  born  in  1742,  at 
Newton,  Connecticut,  and  who  was  the  first 
child  of  Stephen  Parmly,  bom  in  Newton, 
Connecticut,  in  1714,  the  eleventh  child  of 
Stephen  Parmly,  who  was  born  in  1669,  and 
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who  was  the  sixth  child  of  John  Parmly,  the 
first  child  of  John  Parmly,  who  was  born 
about  1600  and  who  immigrated  from  Guil- 
ford, England,  to  New  Haven,  Connecticut. 
The  last  mentioned  was  a  son  of  Johannes 
Parmly,  of  Guilford,  England,  who  was  a 
son  of  Maurice  D.  Parmly.  The  latter  left 
Belgium  and  removed  to  Holland  about  1567, 
in  order  to  escape  persecution  on  the  part  of 
the  Duke  of  Alva,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he 
finally  went  from  Holland  to  England.  Sam- 
uel and  Hannah  (Parmly)  Burridge  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  and  of  the  num- 
ber one  son  and  one  daughter  are  now  living. 

Captain  Eleazar  Burridge,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  review,  was  reared  to  manhood 
under  the  conditions  and  influences  of  the  pio- 
neer epoch  in  what  is  now  Lake  county,  and 
his  early  educational  advantages  were  those 
afforded  in  the  common  schools  of  the  localitv 
and  period.  His  father  met  with  financial 
reverses  and  he  was  thus  thrown  largely  upon 
his  own  resources  when  a  youth.  When  twen- 
ty-seven years  of  age  he  entered  claim  to  a 
tract  of  land  near  Galena,  Illinois,  but  he  did 
not  long  remain  in  that  state.  Upon  his  re- 
tum  to  Ohio  he  became  associated  with  one 
of  his  brothers  in  the  hotel  business  at  Paines- 
ville,  and  about  1852  he  purchased  a  farm 
in  Mentor  township,  Lake  county — a  place 
known  as  the  Daniel  Kerr  farm.  About  1856 
he  purchased  the  old  Cobb  farm,  his  present 
fine  homestead,  just  east  of  the  village  of 
Mentor,  and  here  he  has  since  maintained  his 
residence — a  period  of  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury. He  put  forth  earnest  cflFort  in  the  im- 
provement and  development  of  his  farm  irt 
the  early  days,  keeping  in  close  touch  with 
the  march  of  progress,  and  the  homestead  is 
now  one  of  the  valuable  and  attractive  country 
estates  of  this  favored  section  of  the  historic 
old  Western  Reserve,  the  same  comprising 
450  acres  of  most  productive  land.  Though 
he  is  now  living  virtually  retired,  after  many" 
years  of  ceaseless  toil  and  endeavor.  Captain 
Burridge,  well  preserved  in  mental  and  phys- 
ical faculties,  finds  satisfaction  in  giving  a 
general  supervision  to  the  operation  of  his 
farm. 

When  the  Civil  war  was  precipitated  on  a 
divided  nation.  Captain  Burridge  forthwith 
tendered  his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union. 
In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  On  Octo- 
ber  24  was  chosen  second  lieutenant,  and  on 
the  13th  of  April,  1862,  he  became  first  Heu- 


tenant  of  Company  F  of  this  regiment.  (  )n 
the  1st  of  the  following  month  he  was  com- 
missioned captain  of  this  company,  and  he 
served  as  such  until  June  9,  1862,  when  he 
received  severe  wounds  in  the  head  and  arm 
in  the  battle  of  Port  Republic,  Virginia.  His 
injuries  were  such  as  to  incapacitate  him  for 
further  service  in  the  field,  and  on  the  3d  of 
February,  1863,  ^^  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge on  account  of  physical  disability.  He 
has  maintained  a  deep  interest  in  his  old  com- 
rades and  signified  the  same  by  his  member- 
ship in  James  A.  Garfield  Post,  No.  595, 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Mentor. 

A  man  of  broad  mental  ken  and  mature 
judgment,  Captain  Burridge  has  taken  much 
interest  in  political  affairs  for  many  year*? 
and  he  has  served  many  consecutive  terms  as 
a  director  of  the  Lake  county  infirmary.  He 
was  aligned  as  a  supporter  of  the  cause  of  the 
Democratic  party  until  i860,  when  he  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  part}', 
which  represented  the  principles  that  appealed 
to  his  judgment  at  the  climacteric  period  of 
the  Civil  war,  and  he  has  since  been  arraved 
under  the  banner  of  the  "grand  old  party." 
As  a  loyal  and  public-spirited  citizen  the  cap- 
tain has  given  his  aid  and  influence  in  sup- 
port of  all  worthv  measures  and  enterprise^ 
projected  for  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  he  has  been  specially  active  in  the  sup- 
port of  religious  and  educational  work.  For 
many  years  he  and  his  wife  have  been  zeal- 
ous members  of  the  Church  of  the  Disciples 
of  Christ,  in  Mentor,  and  not  onlv  has  he 
been  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  support  of 
the  various  departments  of  its  work  from  vear 
to  year,  but  he  also  donated  to  the  society 
the  lot  on  which  its  parsonage  was  erected. 

At  Painesville,  Lake  county,  on  the  22(1 
of  November,  1852,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Captain  Burridge  to  Miss  Margaret 
Macomber,  who  was  boni  in  Mentor  on  the 
T8th  of  April,  183.S,  and  who  is  a  daughter 
of  Seranus  and  Katherine  (Parks)  Macomber. 
Seranus  Macomber  was  one  of  the  sterling 
pioneers  of  Lake  county  and  was  a  mason 
by  trade  and  vocation.  The  latter  was  a  son 
of  Hugh  Macomber,  who  was  a  shipwright 
and  vessel  owner  in  Boston,  and  tradition  says 
that  Hugh  Macomber  was  a  member  of  the 
historic  "Boston  Tea  Party,"  while  his  wife 
joined  with  other  matrons  of  Boston  in  smash- 
ing their  teacups  against  a  liberty  pole,  around 
which  they  then  joined  hands  in  a  dance. 

Captain  Eleazar  and  Margaret  (Macomber) 
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Burridjro  becairie  the  j^arenls  oi  six  children, 
whose  names  and  respective  dates  of  birth 
are  here  noteil :  Le\n  Samuel,  January  1 1 , 
1854:  Sarah  Eliza,  November  1,  1850;  Emma 
Hannah.  Mav  27,  i8s7;  Ehrick  Pamilv,  Julv 
15.  1851):  Eleazar.  Jr..  April  12,  i8(>5 :  and 
Catherine  L.,  April  20,  1869. 

Le\n  S.,  who  is  enga*:red  in  fannin^j:  in  Men- 
tor township,  married  Miss  Elva  Aniistronj:: 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  five  children 
— Martha,  Lena  S.,  Mabel  K.,  Walter  Eleazar 
and  Arthur  P.  Of  these  children,  Martha, 
who  was  boni  October  26,  1876,  is  the  wife 
of  Richard  Judd,  of  Kirtland,  and  they  have 
three  children — Mabel,  bom  February  22, 
1897:  Elva  >r.,  bom  October  20,  1898:  and 
Emma  M.,  bom  December  11,  1901.  Lena 
S.,  who  was  bom  May  29,  1878,  is  the  wife 
of  Oess  Allen,  of  Kirtland,  and  they  have  two 
children — Lena  ^L,  bom  June  Q.  IQOO,  and 
Frances  R.  L,  Ix^m  May  19,  icx)3.  Mabel  K., 
third  child  cf  Levi  S.  Rurridge,  was  born 
January  15,  1880,  and  died  July  15.  1884. 
Walter  Eleazar,  who  was  born  Tanuarv  i, 
1882,  married  Miss  Maude  I^pham.  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  two  children — Kenneth 
Eleazar,  who  was  born  in  u)07  and  died  at 
the  age  of  three  weeks,  and  Lillian,  who  was 
born  December  7.  u)oS.  Arthur  P..  youngest 
of  the  children  of  Levi  S.  r>urridge.  died  in 
infancy,  on  the  15th  of  May,   1883. 

Sarah  E.,  second  child  of  the  subject  oi 
this  sketch,  married  Charles  K.  Cunimings.  an 
oil  (^i>erat(>r  at  East  r>rady,  Pennsylvania,  and 
they  have  two  children — Margaret  R..  who 
was  Imm  ( )ci(>l)or  i  ^,  iS8c\  and  I'harlotte  S., 
who  was  horn  Aus^ust  i^,  i88j.  The  eUler 
of  tlioo  two  childron.  Margaret  R..  is  the 
wife  of  Charles  \\.  Wallace,  of  I'last  Hrady. 
Penn>ylvania.  and  they  have  one  child,  Char- 
lotto  A.,  horn  July  17,  1904. 

pjiinia  11..  third  child  of  Captain  lUirridge, 
is  tlic  wife  oi  Dr.  Charles  M.  Hawley,  a  rep- 
resentative physician  of  Painesville»  (%io,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  three  children — 
Edwin  H..  lx)rn  July  17,  1883:  Charles  H., 
horn  December  22,  1886:  and  Cieorge  M.,  who 
was  horn  August  20,  1889,  and  died  January 
13,  1891.  Edwin  H.  Hawley  married  Miss 
Florence  Potts,  and  they  have  one  child, 
Charles  Samuel,  born  February  4,  1910. 

Ehrick  P.  Burridge.  who  is  a  successful 
farmer  in  Mentor  township,  married  Miss 
Belle  Quincy,  and  they  have  no  children. 

Eleazar  Burridge,  Jr.,  who  likewise  is  en- 


g^geii  in  fanning  in  Mentor  township,  first 
marriei!  Miss  Xellic  Colgrovc,  and  tliey  be- 
came the  |>arents  of  three  children — Mar- 
garet, l>om  September  29,  1885 :  Eleazar,  who 
diet!  in  infancy:  and  V'lorence,  lx>m  Augi^st 
27,  i8i)i.  After  the  death  v>f  his  tir^l  wife, 
Eleazar  Burridge,  Jr.,  marricii  Mis.s  L\\iia 
Rider,  and  they  have  three  children — l»ladys 
Lucille.  Ix^m  SeptemlxT  21,  iiX>7:  Charles  Ed- 
ward, Ix^rn  cVtolx'r  2i\  1008;  aiul  Marie 
Estella,  lx>rn  CVtolxT  i(\  i*X>). 

Catherine  L.,  youngest  of  the  children  of 
Captain  Burridge,  first  marrietl  Jac\>l>  l\K\ 
who  was  a  railroad  agent,  and  who  is  sur- 
vived by  two  children — I'rank  Burriilgx^,  Ixmt 
January  4,  i8i)o,  and  h.dwin  IL  Burridgr* 
i>om  August  30,  i8i)i.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  Mrs.  Ely  married  Abner  Mcinkr* 
and  they  reside  in  Nlentor :  no  childreiu  haxt' 
l>een  born  of  the  second  marriage.  The  fore- 
giving  gives  adequate  record  concennng  the 
children,  grandchildren  aiul  great-grandchil- 
dren of  the  honored  pioneer  to  whom  this 
sketch  is  dedicated,  and  the  data  are  well 
worthy  of  preservation  in  this  publication. 

Hon.  W.  S.  Harris  is  a  residet\t  of  Say 
brook  township,  oi  Ashtabula  couni\,  atul  is 
a  farmer  and  dairyman  by  occupatiot).  His 
grandfather.  Daviil  l'\  Harris,  was  \\i^v\\  at 
Smithtield.  Rhiule  Island,  \\\  17811,  atul  de- 
scended from  Welsh  ancestors,  who  settled 
there  in  the  seventeettth  cetttury.  He  was 
marrieil  to  l.ydia  Streeter.  of  SmithfieUI,  \\\ 
i8ix>.  The  family  soon  nuwed  to  Dutchess 
countv.  Xew  York,  and  from  there  in  1818 
immigrated  to  Ohio  and  settled  iit  the  new 
ttnvnship  of  Wrightsburg  (afterward  Say- 
hnKikV  named  for  tleneral  Saittuel  Wright,  of 
\ermont,  who  had  actpiired  stthstantially  the 
entire  townshi])  by  nurchase.  I-ater.  through 
inability  of  Cicneral  Wright  to  |HTfect  his  title, 
the  lands  reverted  to  the  original  owners,  and 
the  name  of  the  township  was  changed  to 
Saybrook. 

iXavid  F.  Harris  purchased  alKuit  800  acres 
along  the  "South  Ridge,'*  in  the  southwest 
part  of  the  township,  a  portion  of  which  had 
been  slightly  improved,  and  this  was  his 
home  for  many  years.  Mr.  Harris*  ancestors 
had  been  for  several  generations  affiliated  re- 
ligiously with  the  Society  of  h>iends,  and  he 
was  a  loyal  adherent  of  the  satne  faith  and 
practice.  He  constructed  on  his  farm  and 
near  his  home  a  building  which  was  set  apart 
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as  a  ^'meeting  house"  and  where  reUgious 
services  were  conducted  according  to  the 
usages  of  the  Friends  or  "Quakers." 

Mr.  Harris  was  postmaster  of  Saybrook  for 
some  years  when  mails  were  carried  by  stage 
coach,  and  all  the  conditions  were  those  of 
pioneer  life.  He  was  a  man  not  only  of  prac- 
tical ability,  but  of  fine  poetic  feeling  and  con- 
siderable culture.  He  was  a  fluent  speaker 
and  writer  and  possessed  an  extensive  library 
(for  his  time),  largely  composed  of  poetical 
and  historical  works.  About  1845  ^^  finally 
moved  to  Salem,  Columbia  count}*,  Ohio, 
where  manv  friends  of  like  affiliation  were 
found,  and  where  he  died  in  1848. 

The  sons  of  Da\'id  F.  Harris  and  Lydia 
(Streeter)  Harris  were  Edward,  Henr>%  Sam- 
uel, Rufus  (father  of  William  S.)  and  Paul  B. 

Edward  Harris,  who  was  bom  in  1801,  re- 
turned to  Rhode  Island  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  and  became  a  leading  manufacturer  of 
woolen  goods  at  Woonsocket.  He  was  known 
throughout  the  country-  for  his  superior  cassi- 
meres.  which  were  among  the  highest  grades 
of  woolens  manufactured.  He  died  in  1872, 
at  the  age  of  seventh-two. 

Henr>%  bom  in  1805.  was  one  of  the  leading 
Abolitionists  of  the  Western  Reserve,  ii*-as 
long  a  druggist  and  postmaster  at  Ashtabula, 
and  died  in  1899. 

Samuel,  bom  in  1807,  was  also  a  woolen 
manufacturer  of  Leeds,  Greene  count}-,  Xew 
York.  He  spent  the  last  years  of  his  life  at 
Caiskill,  that  state,  where  he  died  at  the  age 
oi  seven t>-t wo. 

Rufus  Harris,  father  of  William  S.  Harris, 
was  bom  December  25,  1S09.  in  Dutchess 
county.  Xew  York,  and  reared  on  the  Say- 
brook  fanr..  Ho  married  Louisa  B.  Simonds, 
daughter  of  Moses  and  Priscilla  ( Stetson '» 
Simonds.  who  migrated  from  Vermont  in  182 1 
and  located  in  that  section  of  Ashtabula 
count}-.  The  father  died  so*^n  afterward,  while 
the  mother  live^i  to  be  more  than  ninety  years 
oi  acre.  After  iiis  marriac^e.  Rufus  settled  on 
a  portion  of  his  fathers  fam.  This  « a  tract 
of  275  acres''  remained  h:s  homestead  for 
the  remainder  oi  his  life.  He  was  a  man  of 
public  a.»ta:rs  and  an  arier.t  Abclitionist,  like 
his  brother  Henr}-.  b*?th  being  busy  agents  cf 
the  Undercrriir.d  Railway  to  Canada,  AI- 
thor.c'n  an  active  surr^>rter  :f  the  Cons:rej^- 
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on  the  farm  near  the  family  residence.  He 
sold  this  building  to  the  to\%-nship  and  a  public 
school  was  opened  in  it.  Mr.  Harris  died 
July  13,  1881,  aged  seventy-two,  his  wife  sur- 
viving him  until  1889,  when  she  passed  away 
at  sevent}-nine.  Both  parents  were  intelli- 
gent, resolute  and  moral,  and  strong  personal 
elements  in  the  well  being  of  the  community. 
Mrs.  Harris  having  been  a  school  teacher  in 
Saybrook  township  previous  to  her  marriage. 

Four  children  were  bom  to  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rufus  Harris,  as  follows:  Sam- 
uel Rufus,  who  in  early  manhood  moved  to 
Rhode  Island,  w-here  he  was  associated  with 
his  uncle  in  the  manufacture  of  woolens  until 
the  latter's  death,  in  1872,  when  he  returned  to 
Ashtabula,  where  he  still  resides,  and  for 
twent>-  years  was  superintendent  and  president 
of  the  Ashtabula  Tool  Company:  Mary  Ellen, 
who  is  the  \*-idow  of  Edward  G.  Pierce,  for- 
merly a  merchant  at  Ashtabula:  William  S., 
of  whom  a  biography  follows:  and  Louise 
Priscilla,  who  married  Don  T.  Barnes,  of 
Unionrille,  which  place  is  still  her  home. 

William  Simonds  Harris  was  bom  on  the 
old  homestead  in  Saybrook  township,  Febni- 
ar>-  14,  1846.  He  received  a  district  scho:-I 
education  and  attended  the  Grand  River  Acad- 
emy at  Austinburg.  He  has  served  as  presi- 
dent of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  alma  mater 
for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Mr.  Har- 
ris has  spent  his  home  life  as  a  farmer,  his 
specialties  for  many  years  having:  been  dair>-- 
ins:  and  the  raising  of  sheep.  On  January  2s^ 
1878.  he  was  married  to  Miss  Harriet  M. 
Walker.  They  have  no  children.  Aside  from 
his  farmins:  ot>erations.  Mr.  Harris  has  beer: 
a  prom*Mer  of  various  enterprises  which  are 
a  part  oi  the  stibstantial  advancement  of  the 
county,  having  been  a  stx^kho!der  and  directcr 
in  the  Ashiabula  Tool  C'?nipany.  the  Geneva 
Sa\-ines  Bank  Ccmoar.v.  and  interested  in 
other  enterprises. 

In  1S03  Mr.  Harris  was  elected  by  the  Re- 
publicans oi  Ashtabula  crnnty  a  n^ember  cf 
the  Ohio  house  of  rerreser.tatfves  ar.d  by  re- 
election he  senei  front  that  ye-ir  :o  180S.  this 
record  covering:  the  sevent>-£rst  and  seventj- 
sec»?n'i  sessirns  of  the  le^.slamre.    In  the  f>r- 

riri^vris  an  i  rris-.-n  retrtm. 
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the  Harris  Local  Option  Bill,  one  of  the  earli- 
est of  a  series  which  have  culminated  in  the 
present  county  local  option  law,  under  which 
many  counties  of  the  state  have  ostracised  the 
liquor  traffic. 

In  1901  Mr.  Harris  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  senate  from  the  twent>'-fourth  and 
twenty-sixth  joint  senatorial  districts,  in  which 
capacity  he  continued  four  years,  serving  as 
chairman  of  the  committees  on  agriculture  and 
finance  and  holding  membership  on  committees 
on  common  schools,  taxation  and  public  works. 
Mr.  Harris  drafted  and  promoted  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law  providing  for  a  continuing 
appropriation  for  the  reconstruction  of  canals 
of  Ohio,  under  which  the  work  is  now  being 
carried  on. 

At  present,  19 10,  Mr.  Harris  is  occupied 
with  farming,  although  actively  interested  in 
public  affairs. 

Albert  Palmer. — Trace  history  back  far 
enough  and  it  always  loses  itself  in  tradition. 
The  history  of  the  Palmer  family  is  no  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  The  origin  of  the 
name  Palmer  is  involved  in  some  obscurity. 
That  the  great  mass  of  those  who  bear  the 
name  had  the  origin  of  this  cognomen  in  the 
outgrowth  of  the  crusades  or  the  wars  of  the 
Saracens,  is  beyond  question.  That  the  name 
had  existed  as  a  surname  prior  to  that  period 
is  also  beyond  question,  but  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  most  of  the  families  bearing  the 
name  todav  derived  the  same  from  the  fact 
that  those  who  participated  in  the  aforesaid 
wars  returned  to  the  land  of  their  nativity  or 
adoption  bearing  what  were  termed  palms  or 
staves,  and  they  were  consequently  termed 
''palmers." 

After  the  termination  of  the  holy  wars  it 
was  the  custom  of  those  who  had  borne  part 
in  the  strife  to  make  pilgrimages  to  the  vari- 
ous shrines.  The  difference  between  a  pilgrim 
and  those  termed  palmers  was  that  any  en- 
thusiast who  made  a  visitation  of  worship  at 
a  shrine  was  a  pilgrim,  while  those  whose  de- 
votion prompted  them  to  visit  the  various 
shrines  received  the  distinction  of  being  termed 
palmers.  Many  who  could  claim  no  relation- 
ship of  kith  or  kin  assumed  the  family  name 
of  Palmer.  .Thus  we  find  in  the  College  of 
Heraldry-  in  London.  England,  the  crest  and 
armorial  bearings  of  more  than  sixty  distinct 
families  bearing  the  name  of  Palmer.  But 
that  the  origin  of  the  name  in  each  instance 
was  similar  is  evidenced  bv  the  fact  that  in 


each  individual  family  the  armorial  bearings 
were  in  many  respects  identical,  having  usu- 
ally for  the  crest  a  demi-panther,  argent 
spotted;  azure,  fire  (denoting  his  fierceness) 
issuing  out  of  mouth  and  ears  and  holding  in 
his  paws  a  holly  bough — the  whole  indicating, 
"prepared  for  either  war  or  peace."  The  coat 
of  arms  consisted  of  a  greyhound,  courant 
sable,  this  being  followed  by  two  bars  gules 
on  or;  each  charged  with  trefoils  of  the  field. 
The  whole  is  supported  by  two  lions,  gardent 
argent,  and  the  motto  is  "Palmam  qui  meruit 
ferat,"  meaning,  "Let  him  who  has  won  it 
bear  the  palm."  The  lack  of  authentic  records 
in  our  early  colonial  days  makes  it  difficult  to 
trace  definitely  the  line  of  connection  between 
the  various  branches  of  Palmers  in  America 
and  their  respective  English  ancestors.  What- 
ever particular  section  they  may  have  come 
from  in  England,  the  Palmers  of  America 
have  achieved  sufficient  distinction  to  rest 
their  honors  there. 

Albert  Palmer,  the  venerable  and  honored 
citizen  of  Akron  to  whom  this  sketch  is  dedi- 
cated, is  descended  in  direct  line  from  one  of 
two  brothers,  Abraham  and  Walter  Palmer, 
who  landed  on  our  shores  when  the  whole  of 
North  America  was  one  vast  wilderness. 
These  brothers  became  prominent  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony,  and 
Walter  Palmer,  from  whom  it  is  practically 
certain  the  subject  of  this  review  is  descended, 
erected  the  first  building  at  Charlestown,  Mas- 
sachusetts, about  1630.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  general  court  at  Charlestown,  whence,  in 
1643,  he  removed  to  Rehoboth,  Massachu- 
setts, where  also  he  was  a  pioneer.  There  he 
held  various  official  positions,  including  that 
of  selectman,  and  he  was  the  first  delegate 
from  Rehoboth  to  the  general  court  at  Plym- 
outh. In  1652  he  became  one  of  the  founders 
of  Stonington,  Connecticut,  where  he  remained 
one  of  the  most  influential  citizens  until  his 
death,  on  the  loth  of  November,  1661.  Data 
as  to  the  direct  line  of  descent  of  Albert  Palm- 
er, of  Akron,  from  this  ancestor  are  not 
available,  nor  indeed,  are  they  required  in  the 
compilation  of  a  sketch  of  this  character.  That 
the  lineage  is  assured,  however,  is  patent  when 
it  is  recalled  that  his  father  was  a  native  of  this 
same  Stonington,  Connecticut. 

Albert  Palmer  was  Ixjrn  in  Lyons.  New 
York,  on  the  nth  of  April,  1824,  and  is  a 
s^m  of  Stephen  M.  and  Sarah  TStaflFord  j  Palm- 
er, whose  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the 
loth    oi    September,    18 r 8.      Stephen    Minor 
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Palmer  was  born  in  Stonington,  Connecticut, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1789,  and  when  he  was  a 
child  his  parents  removed  to  the  state  of  Xew 
York  and  numbered  themselves  among-  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Wayne  county.  There  he 
received  a  good  common-school  education,  as 
guaged  by  the  standard  of  the  day,  and  there 
he  gained  practical  experience  in  the  manu- 
facturing of  fanning  mills.  In  1838  he  set 
forth  with  his  family  for  Ohio,  proceeding  to 
Buffalo  by  canal,  thence  to  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
by  boat,  and  from  the  latter  port  he  availed 
himself  of  team  and  wagon  in  making  his  way 
to  Portage  county,  of  which  Summit  county 
was  then  a  part.  He  located  at  Middlebury 
(now  Akron)  and  here,  in  1839,  he  engaged 
in  the  manufacturing  of  fanning  mills.  He  was 
among  the  first  manufacturers  of  the  now 
thriving  industrial  city  of  Akron,  and  his  prod- 
ucts found  a  ready  demand  throughout  a  wide 
section  of  the  countr}*,  as  the  fanning  mills 
were  to  a  large  extent  an  innovation  and 
greatly  facilitated  the  work  of  the  farmers, 
who  had  hitherto  depended  upon  the  most 
primitive  methods  of  cleaning  their  grain, 
which  was  threshed  out  by  flails.  Stephen  M. 
Palmer  thus  became  a  public  benefactor  in 
the  community,  and  here  he  ever  held  the  un- 
qualified confidence  and  esteem  of  all  who 
knew  him.  He  was  a  man  of  fine  mentality, 
sterling  character  and  much  business  ability 
and  was  one  of  the  potent  factors  in  further- 
ing the  upbuilding  of  Akron,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1849.  He  was  a  stanch  supporter  of  the 
cause  of  the  old-line  Whig  party,  was  actively 
affiliated  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  were  zealous  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  church,  having  been  prominent 
members  of  the  first  church  of  this  denomina- 
tion  in  Akron.  His  wife  died  on  the  4th  of 
January,  1864.  Her  mother,  Mrs.  Sarah  Staf- 
ford, a  widow  at  the  time,  accompanied  the 
family  to  Ohio  and  died  at  Middlebury 
(Akron),  on  the  23rd  of  April,  1844,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three  years.  Stephen  M.  and 
Sarah  (Stafford)  Palmer  became  the  parents 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
review,  the  third  in  order  of  birth,  is  one  of 
the  two  now  living.  Spencer  Stafford  Pal- 
mer, the  eldest  son,  died  at  Donaldsonville, 
Louisiana,  when  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age :  Henry  was  about  seventy-eight  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  demise,  which  occurred 
in  Nashville.  Tennessee,  William  died  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  when  a  child ;  Stephen  was 


a  resident  of  Akron  at  the  time  of  his  death ; 
Nelson  Stafford,  who  was  one  of  the  argo- 
nauts who  made  the  hazardous  journey  across 
the  plains  to  California  in  1849.  ^^^^  i"  ^^^ 
state  of  Tennessee,  in  1906:  Mary,  the  widow 
of  S.  H.  Greeley,  is  a  resident  of  Springfield, 
Massachusetts :  Frances  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  and  Charles  died  in  Spring- 
field, Tennessee  in  1884. 

Albert  Palmer,  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  was  fifteen  years  of  age  when  the 
familv  came  to  Ohio.  His  education  was  se- 
cured  in  the  common  schools  of  the  old 
Empire  state,  the  village  schools  in  Mid- 
dlebury, and  a  well  conducted  private  school. 
After  this  he  was  actively  associated  with 
his  father's  manufacturing  business,  being 
employed  in  the  factory,  and  in  selling 
the  products,  fanning  mills,  throughout 
the  surrounding  country.  His  mechanical 
training  was  excellent,  and  his  ontni  as  i 
salesman  consisted  of  a  one  horse  waijiui.  by 
means  of  which  he  traveled  through  tins  -ec- 
tion  of  the  country  extensively,  anil  <o\*\  the 
mills  to  the  farmers.  He  carried  on  this  <ame 
business  in  Newark.  Ohio,  for  about  two  year-, 
from  1847  to  1849.  returning  to  Akron  whore 
he  remained  until  1857.  when  he  went  to  Na-h- 
ville,  where  he  remained  until  the  animnsiiios 
and  unrest,  engendered  by  the  agitation  o\  the 
slavery  question,  rendered  his  presence  in  the 
south  unpleasant,  as  he  was  strongly  opp<^<etl 
to  human  slavery,  antl  did  not  hesitate  to  voic^ 
his  opinions  relative  thereto. 

In  1855  he  returned  to  Summit  county.  F«»r 
many  years  thereafter  he  boujs:ht  and  sold  pot- 
tery. In  1883.  wishing  to  retire  from  the  road 
he  entered  the  employ  oi  the  Diamond  Match 
Company,  where  he  is  still  in  the  harness 
though  eighty-five  years  of  age.  He  is  hale 
and  liearty  and  shows  no  signs  of  either  wear- 
ing or  rusting  to  the  point  of  relinquishing  his 
active  labors.  He  is  a  man  of  unpretentious 
habits,  utmost  tolerance  and  kindline-s  and 
wide  and  varied  knowledge,  in  short,  a  symei- 
rical  character  and  one  who  has  made  his  life 
count  for  good  in  its  various  relations.  In  the 
county  which  has  represented  his  home  for  the 
major  portion  of  his  long  and  useful  life,  he  is 
well  known,  and  to  him  has  ever  been  accorded 
the  unequivocal  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  have  known  him.  In  politics  he  is  a  stal- 
wart advocate  of  the  principles  and  policies  for 
which  the  Republican  party  stand  s|x>nsor. 

September  2^,  1840.  Mr.  Palmer  marrievl 
Miss  Anna  Elizabeth  Haughey.  who  was  bom 
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in  Chillicothe,  on  the  23rd  clay  of  Decem- 
ber. 1830.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Margaret  (Miller)  Haiighey,  residents  of 
Newark,  Ohio,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

In  1899  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding.  She  died  the  26th  day 
of  March,  1909.  To  few  has  it  been  given  to 
walk  side  by  side  along  the  pathway  of  life 
for  so  long  a  period,  and  there  is  further  in- 
terest in  this  connection,  in  the  fact  that  all 
of  their  children,  seven  in  number,  are  living. 
Concerning  them  the  following  brief  data  are 
consistently  entered. 

Charles  H.,  vice-president  of  The  Diamond 
Match  Company  is  individually  mentioned  in 
this  publication ;  Kate  L.  is  the  wife  of  Marion 
C.  Lytle,  of  Wadsworth,  Ohio ;  William  N.  is 
assistant  general  superintendent  of  The  Dia- 
mond Match  Company;  Stephen  M.,  of  Chi- 
cago, Francis,  of  Akron;  Jennette  is  the  wife 
of  Adolph  Bonstedt,  of  x\kron ;  and  Jessie  B. 
lives  in  Akron. 

Charles  II.  Palmer. — In  this  age  of  colos- 
sal enterprise  and  marked  intellectual  energy- 
the  prominent  and  successful  men  are  those 
whose  abilities  lead  them  into  large  under- 
takings and  to  assume  the  responsibilities  and 
labors  of  leaders  in  their  respective  fields  of 
endeavor.  Success  is  methodical  and  con- 
secutive and,  however  much  we  may  indulge 
in  fantastic  theorizing  as  to  its  elements  and 
causation  in  any  isolated  instance,  in  the  light 
of  sober  investigation  we  shall  find  it  to  be 
but  the  result  of  the  determined  applications  of 
individual  abilities  and  forces  along  rigidly 
defined  lines  of  labor,  whether  mental  or  man- 
ual. Among  the  great  industrial  enterprises 
which  have  conserved  and  are  admirably  main- 
taining the  commercial  precedence  of  the 
Western  Reserve  is  that  of  the  great  corpora- 
tion known  as  the  Diamond  Match  Company, 
one  of  whose  largest  and  most  impoilant  plants 
is  located  at  Barberton,  Summit  county,  Ohio, 
and  of  which  the  subject  of  this  review  is 
vice-])resident  and  general  superintendent. 
Mr.  Palmer,  who  maintains  his  home  and 
business  headquesters  in  the  city  of  Akron, 
the  judicial  center  of  the  county,  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  foremost  ''captains  of  industry'' 
in  the  Western  Reserve,  of  which  he  is  a  native 
son,  and  a  representative  of  a  pioneer  family. 
His  grandfather,  the  late  Stephen  M.  Palmer, 
who  was  one  of  the  earliest  manufacturers 
of  Summit  county.  Fuller  details  pertinent 
to  the   familv  historv  mav  be   found   in   the 


sketch  of  the  career  of  Albert  Palmer,  father 
of  him  whose  name  initiates  this  paragraph, 
on  other  pages  of  this  work.  In  addition  to 
his  identification  with  the  Diamond  Match 
Company  the  subject  of  this  review  is  also 
identified  with  other  important  manufacturing 
and  financial  concerns  of  Akron,  in  connection 
with  whose  business  and  civic  interests  he  has 
long  been  a  potent  factor. 

Charles  H.  Palmer  was  born  in  the  village 
of  Middlebury,  now  the  city  of  Akron,  Ohio, 
on  the  17th  of  August,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Albert  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Hoye)  Palmer. 
His  early  educational  training  was  secured  in 
the  public  schools  of  his  native  village  and 
later  he  was  afforded  the  advantages  of  the 
well  ordered  academy  conducted  at  Kingsville, 
Ohio.  Mr.  Palmer  started  in  the  match  busi- 
ness when  yet  a  lad,  working  for  George 
Barber,  and  later  The  Barber  Match  Company, 
which  was  merged  into  The  Diamond  Match 
Company. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  president  of  the  Granite  Clay 
Company,  whose  plant  is  located  in  Mogadore^ 
Ohio,  and  whose  main  offices  are  in  the  city  of 
Akron.  Of  this  important  corporation  Mr. 
Palmer's  only  son,  Thomas  A.,  is  vice-presi- 
dent and  treasurer;  William  N.  Palmer  is 
secretary,  and  George  T.  Whitmore  general 
manager.  Thomas  A.  Palmer  is  also  man- 
ager of  the  Barberton  plant  of  the  Dia- 
mond Match  Company.  The  (iranite  Clay 
Company  is  capitalized  for  $250,000.  Notable 
among  the  other  industrial  corjDorations  with 
which  Charles  II.  Palmer  is  actively  identified 
is  the  Akron  Smoking  Pipe  Company,  of 
which  he  is  treasurer,  and  of  which  the  other 
officers  are  as  follows:  F.  W.  Butler,  presi- 
dent ;  Curtis  Fenton,  vice-president  and  man- 
ager ;  and  F.  A.  Fenton,  secretary.  The  com- 
pany is  incorporated  with  a  capital  stock  of 
$100,000  and  represents  another  of  the  im- 
portant manufacturing  industries  of  the  city 
of  Akron.  Mr.  Palmer  is  also  a  member  of 
the  directorate  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Akron  and  the  1  barberton  Savings  Bank,  at 
Barberton,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  Hiram  College,  located  in  Hiram. 

Mr.  Palmer  has  ever  stood  exponent  of  the 
utmost  civic  loyalty  and  public  spirit,  and  has 
shown  a  lively  interest  in  all  that  touches 
the  welfare  of  his  home  city.  His  political 
allegiance  is  given  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  he  is  essentially  a  business  man  and  has 
never  had  anv  desire  to  throw  himself  into  the 
turbulence  of  "practical  politics."    He  is  iden- 
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tified  with  various  fraternal  and  civic  organ- 
zations  and  himself  and  wife  are  zealous  and 
valued  members  of  the  First  Church  of  Christ, 
Disciples,  in  Akron,  of  whose  board  of  trus- 
tees he  is  a  member. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1876,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Palmer  to  iliss  ilarion 
Peckham,  who  was  boni  and  reared  in  Middle- 
burj*  (now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Akron)  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  the  late  Thomas  H.  Peck- 
ham,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  Tallmadge, 
Summit  countv,  and  one  whose  name  is  held 
in  lasting  honor  as  that  of  a  representative 
citizen  and  business  man  of  this  favored  sec- 
tion of  the  Western  Resen-'e.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Palmer  have  one  son,  Thomas  A.,  who  was 
educated  in  the  Case  School  of  Applied 
Science,  in  Cleveland,  and  of  whose  business 
connections  mention  has  alreadv  been  made  in 
this  context:  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
able  and  progressive  business  men  of  Akron. 

James  L.  \'axarxam. — Among  those  ac- 
tively identified  with  the  advancement  of  the 
manufacturing  and  industrial  interests  of  Lo- 
rain county  is  James  L.  \'anamam,  a  well- 
known  resident  of  Wellington,  and  one  of  its 
most  highly  esteemed  citizens.  A  native  of 
Ohio,  he  has  the  distinction  of  having  been 
the  first  white  child  born  in  the  Ashland  countv 
Infirmary,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  on 
September  18,  1849,  while  his  father,  the  late 
Charles  S.  \'anarnam,  had  charge  of  that  in- 
stitution. 

Charles  S.  \'anarnam  was  born  in  Monroe 
county,  Xew  York,  near  Rochester,  and  was 
there  brought  up  and  educated.  Coming  to 
Ohio  in  1840.  he  taught  school,  in  the  mean- 
time reading  law,  and  was  afterward  superin- 
tendent of  the  Ashland  countv  Infirmarv  four 
years.  Resigning  that  position  to  enter  the 
legal  profession,  he  met  with  marked  success 
in  his  chosen  work,  gaining  an  extended  repu- 
tation as  a  criminal  lawyer.  For  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century  he  practiced  law  in  Ohio, 
being  employed  in  Wooster,  Ashland,  and 
^lansfield,  in  cases  of  great  importance,  often- 
times being  associated  with  John  McSweeney, 
the  celebrated  attorney.  Removing  to  the  city 
of  Lorain  in  1880,  he  subsequently  lived  there 
retired  from  active  work  until  his  death,  in 
1887.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Eunice  A.  Cornell,  was  born  near  Rochester, 
Xew  York,  and  died,  in  Lorain,  Ohio,  in  1892. 

Receiving  his  early  education  in  the  public 


schools  of  Ashland  county,  James  L.  \'aiiar- 
nam  remained  beneath  the  parental  roof  tree 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  learned 
the  trade  of  carriage-maker  in  Cincinnati, 
where  he  subsequently  followed  his  trade  for 
twent>'-five  years.  Locating  in  Lorain.  Ohio, 
in  1893,  h^  ^'^  employed  at  the  steel  plant 
for  a  year.  In  1894  he  came  to  Wellingtcwi, 
and  for  a  few  years  was  here  employed  at  his 
trade.  In  1900  he  embarked  in  the  carriage 
making  business  on  his  own  account,  and  has 
since  carried  it  on  with  most  satisfactor\-  pe- 
cuniar\-  results. 

Mr.  \'anamam  married  Anna  Murphy,  of 
Cincinnati.  She  died  in  1893,  at  the  early  age 
of  thirty-four  years,  leaving  one  child,  Charles 
S.  \'anamam,  who  died,  February  2,  1909.  in 
Elvria,  Ohio. 

Activelv  interested  in  local,  state  and  na- 
tional  affairs,  Mr.  \^anamam  has  been  in- 
fluential in  politics  since  attaining  his  majorit>\ 
being  a  valued  member  of  the  Democratic 
part}',  which  is  frequently  in  the  minorit\'  in 
this  state.  He  b^an  his  political  career  in 
1872,  during  the  Greeley  campaign,  and  has 
since  kept  up  a  valiant  fight  for  the  principles 
of  his  party.  In  1896  he  was  appointed  deput>- 
super>'isor  of  elections  by  the  secretary-  of 
state,  and  has  held  the  office  ever  since,  being 
the  oldest  deputy  in  |)oint  of  sen-ice  in  Ohio. 
While  living  in  Cincinnati,  Mr.  \'anamam  was 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He  has 
since  been  his  party's  candidate  for  various 
official  positions,  but  ever  without  hope  of 
winning,  the  Republican  majority-  at  all  times 
being  overwhelming.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
state  central  committee  from  the  Fourteenth 
district,  and  is  likewise  a  member  of  the  county 
executive  committee. 

Dr.  Roxald  G.  Holl.\nd  is  the  president 
of  the  Holland  Stock  Remedy  Conipan\.  one 
of  the  prominent  manufacturing  cor.cern^  of 
Lorain  countv.  He  was  bom  at  Hunt'*rinon 
in  Lorain  county  December  12.  1857,  a  son 
of  George  Henr>-  and  Caroline  i  Hubkird  \ 
Holland,  the  father  bom  in  Massachusetts  and 
the  mother  in  the  state  of  Xew  York.  Ge  ^rsie 
H.  Holland,  bom  in  the  year  of  1834,  is  a  s^:*.! 
of  Abraham  Holland,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Huntington  township,  where  the  Holland 
familv  was  established  as  earlv  as  18  ^>. 
George  H.  Holland  and  Caroline  Hubbard 
were  married  in  Huntington,  and  the  wife 
died  when  her  son  Ronald  Georc^e  was  but 
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three  years  of  age,  but  the  husband  and  father 
still  survives  and  is  living  on  the  home  farm 
near  Huntington. 

It  was  on  that  homestead  that  Ronald  G. 
Holland  was  reared  ,  attending  meanwhile  the 
neighboring  district  schools,  and  he  remained 
on  the  farm  until  he  was  twenty-seven  years  of 
age.  In  1887  he  graduated  from  the  Toronto 
(Canada)  Veterinary  College,  and  he  at  once 
began  practice  at  Wellington,  and  although 
he  has  led  his  energies  into  broader  fields  he 
is  still  in  practice  to  some  extent,  doing  work 
for  the  state  in  testing  cattle.  In  1898  Dr. 
Holland  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  manufac- 
turer of  stock  remedies,  formulating  and  be- 
ginning at  that  time  the  manufacture  of  medi- 
cated salt,  and  he  is  the  pioneer  in  this  line, 
Beginning  in  a  small  way  and  with  limited 
capital,  he  has  expanded  the  business  from 
year  to  year,  and  in  1904  he  organized  the 
Holland  Stock  Remedy  Company  and  became 
the  president  of  the  corporation.  The  Holland 
Stock  Remedy  Company  has  just  completed 
and  moved  into  its  own  buildings,  consisting 
of  a  factory  and  a  rock- faced  brick  office 
building,  two  separate  buildings,  and  the  latter 
is  one  of  the  most  up-to-date  business  build- 
ings in  Wellington.  The  remedies  which  this 
company  manufacture  although  not  extensively 
advertised  are  shipped  to  every  state  of  the 
Union  and  are  known  for  their  splendid  medi- 
cinal qualities.  They  are  sold  in  car  load  lots 
to  the  consumers. 

Dr.  Holland  married  Edith  Louisa  Knowl- 
ton,  born  at  Ruggles,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of 
Ackley  Knowlton,  a  Civil  war  soldier  who 
died  of  fever  in  camp.  Dr.  Holland  is  a 
mem'  er  of  the  Republican  party,  of  the  Royal 
Arc..!*um  and  of  the  Methodist  church. 

William  Vischer  is  one  of  Wellington's 
leading  business  men,  the  head  of  the  well 
known  and  long  established  firm  of  William 
Vischer  and  Son,  wholesale  dealers  in  pianos, 
and  the  president  of  the  Home  Savings  Bank, 
two  of  the  leading  business  institutions  of  this 
section.  He  is  a  native  son  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  born  in  Saratoga  county  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1838.  The  Vischer  family  is  of 
Holland  Dutch  stock,  and  the  ancestors  of 
William  Vischer  were  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  the  Empire  state,  locating  on  the  Mo- 
hawk and  Hudson  rivers.  Francis  Vischer, 
the  father  of  William,  was  born  in  Saratoga 
county  of  that  state,  and  he  married  a  lady 
from   the   same   county,   Harriet   Shepard,   a 


daughter  of  William  Shepard,  one  of  the 
noted  men  of  his  day  and  the  superintendent 
of  construction  of  the  Erie  canal  during  the 
building  of  that  noted  waterway.  He  was 
prominent  in  politics  as  well,  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat, and  he  was  a  warm  personal  friend  of 
Ben  Wade,  one  of  Ohio's  most  noted  men. 
Francis  Vischer  was  a  farmer,  and  he  and 
his  wife  lived  their  lives  in  Saratoga  county. 
New  York.  William  Vischer  is  the  only  son 
of  the  four  children  of  their  marriage,  and 
his  three  sisters  are  yet  living  in  Saratoga 
countv. 

William  Vischer  was  reared  to  farm  life 
there,  receiving  in  the  meantime  a  good 
English  education,  and  for  a  time  he  taught 
school  both  in  New  York  and  in  Ohio.  He 
came  to  this  state  during  the  last  years  of  the 
Civil  war,  locating  first  at  Cardington  in  Mor- 
row county,  where  he  taught  school  for  a 
time,  and  he  went  from  there  to  New  London, 
this  state,  and  continued  the  same  profession. 
He  came  to  Wellington  in  the  year  of  1867 
as  the  representative  of  the  Estey  Organ  Com- 
pany, and  continued  his  connection  with  that 
corporation  during  the  life  of  the  organ  busi- 
ness, up  to  about  five  years  ago,  and  during 
a  period  of  about  twenty  years  he  sold  on  an 
average  of  350  organs  in  a  year.  He  now 
handles  the  Estey  pianos  as  well  as  those  of 
other  makes,  and  the  business  of  the  firm  of 
William  Vischer  &  Son  extends  over  the  entire 
northern  part  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Vischer  having, 
admitted  his  son,  William  B.,  as  a  partner  and 
formed  the  firm  of  William  Vischer  &  Son. 
He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Home 
Savings  Bank  of  Wellington  in  1894,  was 
made  its  first  president  and  has  since  remained 
in  that  position.  With  his  son  Mr.  Vischer 
owns  an  interest  in  the  Reserve  Building, 
which  was  erected  in  Wellington  about  the 
year  1904  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  He  has  served 
as  a  trustee  and  secretary  of  the  Herrick 
Library  of  his  home  city. 

Mr.  Vischer  married  Marrietta,  the  young- 
est of  the  nine  children  of  the  late  Samuel 
Edwards.  She  was  born  in  Saratoga  county, 
New  York,  and  represents  a  family  prominent 
in  the  annals  of  that  state  for  many  years. 
Her  brother.  Judge  Samuel  Edwards,  Jr., 
served  as  a  member  of  the  supreme  bench  of 
the  state  of  New  York  during  a  period  of  ten 
years,  adorning  that  bench  at  the  same  time  as 
did  the  late  Judge  Peckham,  associate  justice 
of  the  United  States  supreme  bench.  All  of 
the  children  of  Samuel  Edwards  are  now  dead 
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with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Vischer,  Judge 
Edwards  and  a  brother  living  in  Oklahoma. 
Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Vischer,  but  Lillian,  the  second  born,  died  in 
1902,  at  the  age  of  thirty-four  years.  Will- 
iam B.  Vischer  is  their  only  son,  and  Sarah, 
their  only  living  daughter,  married  Herbert 
M.  Lashley,  a  tea  importer  of  Cleveland  who 
died  in  October  of  1909.  The  widow  is  now 
living  in  Wellington.  Mr.  \"ischer  is  well 
known  in  Masonry,  is  a  veteran  member  of 
Oriental  Commandery,  Xo.  12,  Knights  Temp- 
lar, and  has  reached  the  thirty-second  degree 
in  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  is  a  member  of  Al 
Koran  Temple  Mystic  Shrine  at  Cleveland. 

Allen  ^I.  Cox. — Engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  at  Conneaut  Ashtabula 
county,  for  nearly  forty  years,  Allen  M.  Cox 
merits  consideration  in  this  publication  as  one 
of  the  representative  members  of  the  bar  of 
the  Western  Reserve,  within  whose  boundaries 
he  has  maintained  his  home  since  his  child- 
hood. He  has  given  himself  with  all  of  zeal, 
industry  and  ability  to  the  work  of  his  chosen 
calling  and  in  the  same  his  success  has  been  of 
the  most  definite  order.  He  is  one  of  the 
well  known  and  loyal  citizens  of  Ashtabula 
county,  and  during  the  long  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here  he  has  held  the  high  regard  of  the 
community,  which  has  shown  appreciation  of 
his  sterling  character  by  the  according  of  un- 
qualified confidence  and  esteem. 

Allen  Michael  Cox  was  born  at  Waddington, 
St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  on  the  30th 
of  September,  1843,  and  is  a  son  of  John  W. 
and  Elizabeth  (Doyle)  Cox,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle.  The  father 
was  born  at  Thomond,  county  Wexford,  Ire- 
land, in  1820,  and  he  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  In  1840,  after  settling  the  estate  of 
his  father  he  came  to  America  in  company 
with  his  bride  and  they  settled  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  village  of  Madrid,  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York.  The  founders  of  the 
family  in  Ireland  went  thither  from  England 
with  Oliver  Cromwell,  and  the  family  name 
has  ever  since  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  Emerald  Isle.  While  the  name  Cox 
is  one  that  has  many  representatives  in  Amer- 
ica, John  W.  Cox  had  no  relatives  in  this 
country  except  cousins  and  their  descendants, 
who  lived  on  Prince  Edward  Island,  Canada. 
He  continued  to  be  engaged  in  farming  in 
St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  for  a  few 
years  and  he  then  became  a  subcontractor  in 
connection    with    railroad    construction.      In 


1 85 1  he  removed  with  his  fam.ily  to  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  and  entered  the  employ  of  Charles 
Bowers,  who  conducted  an  extensive  lumber 
and  stave  shipping  business  at  Ashtabula  Har- 
bor. In  later  years  Mr.  Cox  gave  his  attention 
to  his  own  affairs,  and  he  continued  his  resi- 
dence in  Ashtabula  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1895.  ^^  ^^s  a  man  of  unques- 
tionable probity  and  honor  and  commanded  the 
respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  His  cherished 
and  devoted  wife  was  summoned  to  the  life 
eternal  in  1885,  and  they  are  survived  by  the 
one  son,  Allen  M.  of  this  review,  and  by  four 
daughters — Kate,  who  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Wilson,  of  Collinwood,  Ohio;  Maria,  the  wife 
of  Andrew  C.  Tombes,  of  Ashtabula ;  Eliza- 
beth, married  to  Cyrus  Gould,  of  Collinwood, 
and  Charlotte,  who  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Wad- 
dington, of  Erie,  Pennsylvania. 

Allen  M.  Cox,  whose  name  initiates  this 
article,  is  indebted  to  the  district  schools  of 
Ashtabula  county  for  his  preliminary  educa- 
tion, which  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
the  high  school  in  the  city  of  Ashtabula.  At 
a  very  early  age  he  became  identified  with 
lake-marine  navigation,  as  a  sailor  on  the  Great 
I--akes.  He  was  master  of  a  vessel  when  but 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  during  the  greater 
portion  of  his  service  on  the  lakes  he  was  iden- 
tified principally  with  the  Chicago  and  Buf- 
falo grain  trade.  He  sailed  the  lakes  during  the 
navigation  season  and  during  the  winters  de- 
voted his  attention  to  reading  law,  under  the 
able  preceptorship  of  late  Hon.  Edward  H. 
Fitch  and  the  late  Hon.  Laban  S.  Sherman, 
who  were  associated  in  the  practice  of  law  at 
Ashtabula,  Ohio.  The  ambitious  young  sailor 
made  excellent  progress  in  his  absorption  and 
assimilation  of  the  science  of  jurisprudence, 
and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  March,  1871,  before  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio.  On  the  ist  of  January  of  the 
following  year  he  opened  an  office  in  Conneaut, 
where  he  has  since  continued  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  and  where  he  has 
long  held  a  place  of  leadership,  involving  the 
the  retaining  of  a  clientage  of  important  and 
representative  order. 

Mr.  Cox  served  as  mayor  of  Conneaut  for 
a  period  of  about  eight  years  and  his  long 
tenure  of  this  office  affords  the  best  evidence 
of  his  ability  and  effective  service  as  chief 
executive  of  the  municipal  government.  For 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  he  served  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education  of  Conneaut, 
and  during  much  of  this  time  he  was  presi- 
dent of  the  board.     In  1881-2  he  was  prose- 
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Amherst  township;  Annie  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  and  a  child  that  died  in  infancy. 
He  married  second  Margaret  Schmitkons,  a 
cousin  of  his  first  wife,  and  to  them  ten  chil- 
dren were  born.  She  still  occupies  the  old 
homestead  on  the  town  line  road.  The  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Amherst  Evangelical 
church. 

George  M.  Dellefeld  was  born  on  the 
parental  farm,  in  Elyria  township,  August  30, 
1866,  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  his  district.  Working  with  his 
father  until  attaining  his  majority,  he  was 
well  trained  in  the  many  branches  of  agricul- 
ture, and  in  1892  bought  from  his  father  the 
old  Ab  Ely  place,  consisting  of  sixty  acres  of 
swamp  land,  and  twenty  acres  of  the  old  Wil- 
ford  farm.  Here  Mr.  Dellefeld  has  made 
various  and  substantial  improvements,  having 
in  1895  erected  his  fine  residence,  while  in 
1898  he  repaired  and  remodeled  his  large 
barn. 

Mr.  Dellefeld,  on  November  27,  1888,  mar- 
ried Eliza  Ernst,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Ernst, 
of  Amherst  township,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  namely:  Mayme,  Elmer, 
Pearl,  Earl  and  Irvin.  Mr.  Dellefeld  is  inter- 
ested in  local  affairs,  and  has  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Elyria  Township  School  Board. 
He  belongs  to  the  Grange,  and  is  a  member 
of  Saint  Paul's  Evangelical  church  of  Elyria. 


Walter  D.  Hall  is  the  manager  of  the 
Western  Union  Telegraph  office  at  Welling- 
ton, and  has  held  that  office  since  1885.  He 
was  born  at  Brighton,  Ohio,  March  10,  1854, 
a  son  of  Theophilus  and  Electa  (Dunbar) 
Hall,  born  respectively  in  Connecticut  and 
Vermont,  and  a  grandson  on  the  paternal  side 
of  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ohio,  Avery  Hall. 
In  seeking  his  new  home  in  this  common- 
wealth, Avery  Hall  passed  through  Cleve- 
land when  that  city  was  but  sand  hills,  and 
he  established  his  home  at  Brighton  in  Lorain 
county.  Theophilus  and  Electa  Hall  after 
their  marriage  also  settled  at  Brighton,  where 
they  owned  a  farm  for  some  years,  but  after- 
ward Mr.  Hall  engaged  in  the  lumber  and 
grocery  business  at  Wellington,  and  he  died 
in  this  city  in  1899,  ^^s  wife  surviving  him 
until  the  year  1905.  Their  family  numbered 
the  following  children :  Lorinda  M.,  now  Mrs. 
S.  S.  Hall,  and  a  resident  of  Burlington,  Kan- 
sas; Wilbur  W.,  whose  death  occurred  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Walter  D. ;  Herbert 
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W.,  who  died  at  Wellington  in  1907;  and 
Arthur  D.,  a  resident  of  Albany,  Oregon. 

Walter  D.  Hall  started  out  to  battle  for 
himself  when  a  boy  of  sixteen,  and  learning 
telegraphy  two  years  afterward  in  the  Big 
Four  Railroad  office  at  Wellington,  he  was 
made  the  manager  of  the  Western  Union 
Telegraph  office  here  iii  1880,  and  has  ever 
since  continued  in  charge  of  the  office.  In 
the  meantime  he  has  served  the  city  as  a  mem- 
ber of  its  council  for  eleven  years,  and  for 
three  years  was  its  mayor,  elected  in  1904,  and 
he  proved  a  faithful  and  efficient  executive. 
He  has  also  attained  a  high  place  in  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  a  member  of  Welling- 
ton Chapter,  No.  109,  which  he  served  two 
years  as  high  priest,  and  for  two  years  was 
worshipful  master  of  the  blue  lodge.  He  is 
also  identified  with  the  order  of  Eastern  Star, 
Temple  Chapter,  and  has  served  as  its  worthy 
patron  for  two  terms. 

Mr.  Hall  married  on  August  7,  1876,  Alma 
M.  Thomas,  born  in  Rochester  township  of 
Lorain  county,  a  daughter  of  DeGrasse  and 
Harriet  Thomas,  from  the  same  township.  A 
son  and  a  daughter  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hall,  Ethel  and  Walter  F.  The  daughter 
is  the  manager  of  the  Postal  Telegraph  Com- 
pany's office  here,  and  the  son  is  a  dentist  in 
Cleveland. 

William  Elisha  Peck  was  born  in  Brown- 
helm  township,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  August 
5,  1 84 1,  and  is  a  son  of  Elisha  Franklin  and 
Sally  Ann  (Morse)  Peck,  natives  of  Great 
Barrington,  Massachusetts.  Elisha  F.  Peck 
was  born  May  25,  1806,  and  his  wife  February 
13,  181 1.  The  parents  of  Elisha  F.  were  Elisha 
and  Millicent  (Byington)  Peck.  The  former 
born  in  Berlin,  Connecticut,  March  7,  1874, 
was  a  son  of  Deacon  Paul  Peck,  of  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mrs. 
Millicent  Peck  was  bom  in  Bristol,  Connecti- 
cut. Elisha  Peck  came  to  Brownhelm  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  in  18 17,  and  settled  in  the 
forest,  where  he  built  a  log  house  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  year  he  returned  to  Massachusetts 
for  his  wife  and  ten  children.  He  secured 
about  400  acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  start- 
ed to  clear  and  improve,  making  several  acres 
into  a  well  improved  farm  and  he  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  the  township. 

His  son,  Elisha  F.  Peck,  married  Sally  Ann, 
daughter  of  Abisha  and  Anna  (Ray)  Morse, 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  In  18 17  the  father 
of  Abisha,  Seth  Morse,  came  to  Brownhelm 
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township  and  located  land.  Seth  Morse  re- 
turned to  ^lassachusetts  and  in  1827  his  son, 
Abisha,  came  to  the  land  his  father  had  lo- 
cated. Elisha  F.  Peck  and  his  wife  were  mar- 
ried in  Elyria,  Ohio,  July  3,  1833,  after  which 
they  settled  on  a  part  of  a  farm  purchased  from 
his  father,  at  first  living  in  a  log  house,  the 
husband  setting  to  work  to  clear  and  improve 
the  land.  Elisha  F.  Peck  was  a  Whig  and  later 
a  Democrat  in  political  views,  having  served 
as  postmaster  of  Brownhelm  from  1857  until 
1861.  Mr.  Peck  took  an  active  interest  in  pub- 
lic aflfairs,  and  was  a  colonel  of  militia.  He 
died  August  31,  1882,  and  his  wife  August  30, 
1876.  They  had  four  children,  namely:  Ann, 
Mrs.  Henry  O.  Allen,  died  December  31,  1883, 
at  the  old  home ;  Lydia,  Mrs.  George  P.  Deyo, 
died  in  Huron,  Ohio,  March  28,  1905 ;  Henry 
F.,  died  February  4,  1864,  at  the  old  home ;  and 
William  E. 

William  E.  Peck  was  the  youngest  child  of 
his  parents,  and  lived  on  the  old  home  until  his 
marriage,  in  187 1.  He  received  a  common 
school  education  and  took  up  farming,  as  an 
occupation.  He  now  owns  200  acres  of  the 
original  farm  which  has  been  in  the  family 
since  1817.  He  carries  on  general  farming,  and 
is  a  successful,  enterprising  farmer.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  served  two  terms  as 
township  assessor.  He  belongs  to  the  Knight- 
ed Order  Tented  Maccabees  of  North  Am- 
herst, Phoenix  Tent  No.  42 ;  also  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  of  North  Am- 
herst. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Order  of  Rebekahs  of  Lorain  and  they  are  also 
members  of  the  Brownhelm  Grange. 

Mr.  Peck  married,  December  28,  1871, 
Louisa  Sarah  Smith,  born  in  Avon  township, 
Lorain  county.  May  19,  1840,  daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Selinda  (GoflF)  Smith.  Hiram 
Smith  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  in  18 10, 
and  his  wife  was  born  in  Richford,  Vermont, 
in  the  same  year.  His  father  was  Joseph  Smith, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  his  wife's  parents 
w^re  Hezekiah  and  Sallie  (Willard)  Goff,  of 
Connecticut.  Hiram  Smith  and  his  wife  were 
married  in  St.  Albans,  \'"ermont,  in  1830,  and 
in  1837  they  came  to  Cleveland;  they  later 
went  to  Avon  township  and  several  times  re- 
turned to  Cleveland.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  painter 
and  later  bought  land  in  Avon  township.  He 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  1861,  and  spent 
two  years  and  a  half  in  the  service  of  his  coun- 
try ;  becoming  disabled,  he  was  discharged  and 
returned  to  his  home,  then  in  Oberlin.  His 
health  failing,  he  went  to  Tampa,  Florida,  took 


a  soldier's  claim,  and  died  there  from  the  effect 
of  sunstroke.  His  widow  lived  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Peck,  from  1894  until  her  death  in 
1899.  Mr.  Peck  and  his  wife  became  parents 
of  two  children.  Franklin  H.  Peck,  married 
Margaret  E.  Heinzerling  and  they  have  three 
children,  Marie  L.,  Harold  W.  and  Paul  G., 
these  children  being  the  fifth  generation 
of  the  name  to  occupy  the  home  farm.  Claude 
H.  Peck  died  November  3,  1895,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years.  Mrs.  William  E.  Peck  was  edu- 
cated at  Oberlin  College  and  taught  school  for 
ten  years  previous  to  her  marriage,  for  one 
year  being  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
schools  at  Richford,  Vermont.  The  family  at- 
tend the  Congregational  church. 

Edward  W^ells. — In  even  a  cursory  review^ 
of  the  careers  of  the  honored  pioneer  business 
men  of  the  historic  old  Western  Reserve  there 
is  eminent  propriety  in  according  recognition 
to  Edward  Wells,  who  has  precedence  as  the 
oldest  business  man  of  the  attractive  little  city 
of  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  which  has  been 
the  scene  of  his  earnest,  honorable  and  success- 
ful endeavors  for  nearly  half  a  century.  His 
course  has  been  marked  by  consecutive  in- 
dustry, close  application  and  inviolable  integ- 
rity of  purpose,  and  no  citizen  enjoys  a  greater 
measure  of  popular  confidence  and  regard  than 
does  this  venerable  business  man  of  Lorain 
county,  where  he  has  lived  and  labored  to 
goodly  ends  and  where  he  is  still  active  in  con- 
nection with  the  administration  and  practical 
workings  of  the  business  enterprise  which  he 
founded  more  than  forty-five  years  ago,  in  the 
manufacturing  of  and  dealing  in  harness  and 
saddlery.  The  firm  of  E.  Wells  &  Son,  of 
which  he  is  the  senior  member,  stands  as  one 
of  the  stanch  and  representative  business  con- 
cerns of  this  favored  section  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  and  its  reputation  is  based  on  long 
years  of  careful  and  reliable  dealings  and  effec- 
tive service. 

Edward  Wells  was  born  in  Willoughby, 
Nottinghamshire,  England,  on  April  14,  1828, 
and  is  a  son  of  Edward  and  Ann  (Clark) 
W^lls.  His  father  was  born  in  the  same  pic- 
turesque county  of  the  "right  little  isle,''  in  the 
year  1790,  and  the  family  name  has  for  many 
generations  been  identified  with  the  industrial 
and  civic  history  of  that  section  of  England. 
Edward  Wells,  Sr.,  learned  the  trade  of  cab- 
inetmaker, in  the  city  of  London,  and  there  he 
enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  English  army,  in 
which  he  served  under  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
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ton  in  the  historic  battle  of  Waterloo,  ever  to 
be  associated  with  the  tragic  downfall  of 
Napoleon.  His  father  finally  secured,  by  the 
payment  of  a  stipulated  sum,  his  release  from 
further  military  service,  and  the  g^jeater  part 
of  his  active  career  thereafter  was  one  of  close 
identification  with  agricultural  pursuits,  in 
which  he  continued  to  be  engaged  until  his 
death,  in  1836,  at  East  Norton,  Leicestershire, 
England,  where  he  had  maintained  his  home 
for  a  number  of  years.  His  wife,  who  bore 
him  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  survived  him 
by  many  years  and  finally  contracted  a  second 
marriage,  becoming  the  wife  of  a  man  named 
Samuel  Fairchild.  She  continued  to  reside  in 
England  until  her  death.  Of  the  four  children 
of  the  first  marriage  two  sons  are  now  resi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  other  son, 
Thomas  Wells,  died  in  London,  England,  and 
the  daughter,  ^Irs.  Ann  Sophia  Jelley,  died  at 
Woolwich,  England.  John  Wells,  a  younger 
brother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  preceded 
the  latter  to  America  and  he  is  now  living  re- 
tired at  Bowling  Green,  Ohio,  after  having 
been  one  of  the  successful  business  men  of 
that  place  for  many  years. 

Edward  Wells  (11),  to  whom  this  sketch 
is  dedicated,  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the 
English  shires  of  Nottingham,  Northampton 
and  Leicester,  and  was  afforded  fair  edu- 
cational advantages.  In  1844,  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years,  in  accordance  with  a  custom 
then  in  vogue,  he  was  "bound  out"  to  a  maker 
of  harness  and  horse  collars,  at  Market  Deep- 
ing, Lincolnshire,  for  a  period  of  five  years. 
Under  conditions  customary  at  that  period  the 
young  apprentice  was  supposed  to  pay  for  the 
privilege  of  learning  his  trade,  and  it  is  inter- 
esting to  record  that  the  parents  of  Mr.  Wells 
had  to  pay  ten  pounds,  or  fifty  dollars,  for  his 
indenture  or  training  at  his  trade.  In  return 
for  his  services,  which  gradually  increased  in 
value,  as  a  matter  of  course,  he  received  only 
his  board  during  his  period  of  apprenticeship. 
In  the  earlier  davs  this  same  custom  obtained 
in  America  to  a  large  extent,  having  been  in- 
troduced from  the  mother  country.  The  in- 
denture or  apprenticeship  contract  drawn  up 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Wells  initiated  his  tech- 
nical training,  is  still  in  his  possession.  It  is 
written  on  parchment,  is  well  preserved  and 
is  not  only  prized  by  him  but  should  continue 
a  valued  heirloom  in  the  keeping  of  his  de- 
scendants. The  young  English  apprentice 
who  was  later  to  become  a  successful  business 


man  of  Wellington,  Ohio,  had  no  sinecure  dur- 
ing his  days  of  preliminary  training,  as  he 
had  to  apply  himself  with  all  assiduity  for  a 
period  of  fully  sixteen  to  eighteen  hours  each 
day,  but  he  has  never  regretted  the  experience, 
as  it  taught  him  the  valuable  lessons  of  consec- 
utive application  and  gave  him  proper  appreci- 
ation of  the  dignity  and  honor  of  honest  toil 
and  endeavor.  He  has  been  one  of  the  world's 
noble  army  of  workers,  and  the  kindly  sym- 
pathy and  generous  impulses  that  have  marked 
his  career  have  shown  that  he  views  life  with 
no  mental  strabismus  but  has  placed  true  val- 
uations upon  men  and  aflfairs. 

In  the  year  1849  ^^i*-  Wells  initiated  his 
work  as  a  journeyman  at  his  trade,  at  a  recom- 
pense of  eighteen  shillings  a  week,  from  which 
he  had  to  defray  his  own  incidental  expenses. 
He  continued  to  be  employed  as  a  journeyman 
in  his  native  land  until  1852.  On  the  21st  of 
January  of  that  year,  two  days  after  the  sol- 
emnization of  his  marriage,  he  and  his  young 
bride  embarked  at  Liverpool,  upon  a  sailing 
vessel,  and  set  forth  to  establish  for  them- 
selves a  home  in  the  United  States.  Nine 
weeks  were  consumed  in  making  the  voyage 
and  the  young  couple  landed  in  the  port  of 
New  York  City.  Their  destination  was  Os- 
wego, New  York,  where  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
Wells  had  established  a  home,  and  there  the 
young  English  couple  made  their  advent  in 
March,  1852.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Oswego  Mr. 
Wells*  cash  capital  was  represented  solely  in 
a  one-pound  note.  He  secured  work  at  his  trade 
in  Oswego,  at  a  compensation  of  one  dollar 
a  day,  and  there  he  remained  until  the  follow- 
ing spring,  when  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located 
at  Olena,  Huron  county,  where  his  younger 
brother,  John,  had  established  himself  in  the 
harness  business.  The  brothers  forthwith 
formed  a  partnership,  under  the  title  of  E.  &  J. 
Wells,  and  this  association  continued  until 
1859,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  con- 
sent. Edward  Wells  then  removed  to  Roches- 
ter, Lorain  conuty,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  same  line  of  business  and  where  he 
also  did  a  large  business  in  the  handling  of 
hides  during  the  period  of  the  Civil  war.  In 
1865  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Rochester 
and  after  passing  eight  months  in  Windsor, 
Canada,  he  went  with  his  family  for  a  three 
months'  visit  to  the  old  home  in  Eng^land. 

Upon  his  return  to  the  United  States  Mr. 
Wells  came  again  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and 
here,  in  April,  1865,  he  purchased  of  Hiram 
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Elliott  an  established  harness  and  saddlery 
business,  including  the  building:  that  stood  on 
the  site  of  his  present  commodious  and  well 
equipped  store  and  shops.  He  gradually  am- 
plified the  scope  of  the  enterprise,  keeping  its 
facilities  up  to  the  highest  possible  standard, 
and  the  establishment  soon  gained  a  high  repu- 
tation for  the  superiority  of  its  products  and 
the  fair  and  honorable  methods  employed  by 
the  owner.  To  have  maintained  a  business  on 
such  a  reputation  for  nearly  half  a  century  has 
adequate  significance,  without  words  of  praise 
or  commendation  in  a  publication  of  this  order, 
but  it  is  gratifying  to  make  note  of  the  pro- 
tracted period  during  which  this  sterling  busi- 
ness man  has  been  actively  identified  with  the 
industrial,  commercial  and  civic  affairs  of  the 
thriving  little  city  that  has  so  long:  represented 
his  home  and  been  the  center  of  his  interests. 
In  1877  Mr.  Wells  admitted  to  partnership  his 
son,  Edward  Wells,  Jr.,  and  since  that  time  the 
business  has  been  continued  under  the  firm 
name  of  E.  Wells  &  Son.  At  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  this  grateful  association  the  pres- 
ent substantial  and  commodious  brick  block 
occupied  by  the  firm  was  erected,  and  the  en- 
terprise has  enjoyed  uninterrupted  and  well 
merited  prosperity  under  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  Mr.  Wells  and  his  son,  who  has  proved 
a  most  able  and  faithful  coadjutor.  Though 
the  subject  of  this. sketch  has  attained  to  the 
age  of  more  than  four  score  years  he  is  ad- 
mirably preserved  in  his  mental  and  physical 
faculties.  His  activity  is  as  great  as  that  of 
the  average  man  of  sixty,  and  he  is  found  each 
day  at  his  bench,  as  he  finds  pleasure  in  at- 
tending to  the  practical  work  that  has  en- 
grossed his  attention  from  the  days  of  his 
youth  and  through  which  he  has  gained  a  due 
measure  of  temporal  prosperity.  His  memory 
remains  unimpaired,  and  his  reminiscences  are 
full  of  interest  and  instruction,  as  they  ever 
show  that  he  has  been  a  man  of  admirable 
powers  of  observation  and  ratiocination. 

Ever  loyal  to  all  the  duties  and  responsi- 
bilities of  citizenship  in  the  land  of  his  adop- 
tion and  ever  appreciative  of  American  insti- 
tutions, Mr.  Wells  has  been  arrayed  as  a  sup- 
porter of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party 
from  the  time  of  becoming  a  naturalized  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  to  the  present.  He 
is  well  fortified  in  his  views  as  to  matters  of 
public  policy,  was  formerly  actively  concerned 
in  the  work  of  his  party  in  a  local  way  and  he 
still  shows  a  lively  interest  in  its  cause.   While 


a  resident  of  Rochester,  this  state,  he  served  as 
township  treasurer,  but  lie  has  never  been  am- 
bitious for  public  office,  though  ready  at  all 
times  to  give  his  co-operation  in  the  support 
of  all  measures  and  enterprises  projected  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community.  Mr. 
Wells  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  established 
Church  of  England,  and  in  1863  both  he  and 
his  wife  became  communicants  of  the  Prot- 
estant Episcopal  church,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio.  In 
1865,  after  their  removal  to  Wellington,  where 
no  church  of  the  Episcopal  faith  had  been  es- 
tablished, they  united  with  the  Congregational 
church,  and  Mr.  Wells,  now  the  oldest  member 
of  this  church  organization,  has  been  a  close 
and  regular  attendant  at  its  services.  He  has 
held  several  offices  in  the  church  and  has  con- 
tributed liberally  in  a  financial  way  and 
through  personal  service  to  the  support  of  the 
various  departments  of  its  work.  Mr.  Wells 
is  one  of  the  "grand  old  business  men"  and 
sterling  citizens  of  the  Western  Reserve  and  it 
is  pleasing  to  oflfer  even  this  epitome  of  his 
career  in  this  publication. 

On  January  19,  1852,  at  Spalding,  Lincoln- 
shire, England,  was  solemnized  the  marriage 
of  Mr.  Wells  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Pitcher,  who 
was  born  at  that  place,  on  April  3,  1829,  and 
who  continued  his  cherished  and  devoted  wife 
and  helpmeet  until  the  gracious  association  was 
shattered  by  her  death.  She  was  a  woman 
of  gentle  and  noble  personality  and  her  thrift 
and  constant  care  contributed  not  a  little  to 
the  success  of  her  husband.  With  him  she 
joined  the  Episcopal  and  later  the  Congrega- 
tional church,  and  she  was  ever  zealous  and 
devout  in  her  religious  associations.  She  was 
summoned  to  the  life  eternal  on  March  31, 
1894,  and  of  the  two  children  of  this  union  the 
elder  is  Edward,  Jr.,  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in  business  and  of  whom  more  spe- 
cific mention  is  made  in  following  paragraphs. 
John  William,  the  second  child,  died  at  Os- 
wego, New  York,  at  the  age  of  six  months. 
On  February  23,  1898,  Mr.  Wells  contracted 
a  second  marriage,  being  then  united  to  his 
present  wife,  Miss  Elizabeth  Widdowson,  of 
Wellington.  No  children  have  been  born  of 
this  union. 

Edward  Wells,  Jr.,  the  only  surviving  child 
of  his  parents,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Oswego, 
New  York,  on  October  28,  1852,  and  he  is 
now  recognized  as  one  of  the  essentially  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  Lorain  county, 
which  has  been  his  home  during  the  greater 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1819 


part  of  his  life  thus  far.  He  is  well  upholding 
the  prestige  of  the  name  which  he  bears  and 
is  one  of  the  progressive  and  public-spirited 
citizens  of  Wellington,  where  his  circle  of 
friends  is  coincident  with  that  of  his  acquaint- 
ances. His  earlier  educational  training  was 
secured  in  the  public  schools  of  Ohio  and  was 
supplemented  by  an  effective  course  in  a  busi- 
ness college  at  Elyria,  this  state.  After  serv- 
ing for  a  time  as  clerk  in  a  railroad  office  in  the 
city  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  he  became  associated 
with  his  father  in  business,  as  has  already  been 
noted  in  this  context.  His  business  activities, 
however,  have  not  been  limited  to  the  enter- 
prise which  his  father  has  so  closely  followed, 
as  he  is  president  of  the  Wells  Company,  of 
Wellington,  which  corporation  conducts  the 
leading  retail  establishment  for  the  handling 
of  men's  clothing  and  furnishing  goods,  mil- 
linery and  shoes  in  the  southern  part  of  Lorain 
county.  He  is  also  a  director  of  the  Home 
Savings  Bank  of  Wellington  and  a  member  of 
its  finance  committee. 

Alert,  liberal  and  progressive  as  a  citizen 
and  practical  business  man,  Mr.  Wells,  like  his 
honored  father,  is  found  arrayed  as  a  stalwart 
advocate  of  the  cause  of  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  served  several  terms  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  education  of  Wellington  and  at 
the  present  time  (1910)  is  a  member  of  the 
city  council.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  board 
of  jury  commissioners  of  Lorain  county  and 
has  been  called  upon  to  serve  in  other  positions 
of  trust,  indicating  the  secure  hold  he  has  upon 
the  confidence  and  regard  of  the  community. 

On  October  28,  1880,  at  Wellington,  was  sol- 
emnized the  marriage  of  Edward  Wells,  Jr., 
to  Miss  Mary  Hastings,  who  was  born  in 
Jeflferson  county.  New  York,  and  who  is  a 
daughter  of  Henry  T.  and  Magdalena  Hast- 
ings, of  Natural  Bridge,  New  York.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wells  have  two  sons,  Guy  Edward,  who 
was  born  on  September  15,  1881,  and  Howard, 
who  was  born  on  August  21,  1888.  Guy  E., 
the  elder  son,  is  now  secretary  and  treasurer 
of  the  Wells  Company,  previously  mentioned, 
and  thus  there  are  three  g.enerations  of  the 
family  actively  identified  with  business  inter- 
ests in  Wellington  at  the  present  time.  Guy 
E.  Wells  was  married,  on  March  it;,  1905,  to 
Miss  Marna  Stemple,  of  Wellington,  who  was 
born  at  Carrollton,  Ohio,  on  Tanuary  20,  1884, 
a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Mary  (Gearhart) 
Stemple,  and  the  two  children  of  this  union 
are,    Edward    Stemple   Wells,   born   July   25, 


1906,  and  Lawrence  Sydney,  born  April  4, 
1908.  These  children  represent  the  fourth 
generation  of  the  family  in  Welling:ton  at  the 
time  of  this  writing.  Howard  Wells,  younger 
son  of  Edward  Wells,  Jr.,  was  born  on  August 
21,  1888,  and  was  graduated  in  the  Wellington 
high  school  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1906. 
He  then  entered  the  celebrated  Case  School  of 
Applied  Science,  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in 
which  he  was  graduated  in  May,  1910,  as  a 
chemist,  receiving  high  honors.  He  is  now  in 
the  employ  of  one  of  the  large  pharmaceutical 
manufacturing  concerns  of  Detroit,  Michigan. 

Charles  Bostwick  Ingersoll. — Bringing 
excellent  judgment  and  systematic  business 
methods  to  his  free  and  independent  calling, 
Charles  B.  Ingersoll,  of  Camden  township,  is 
meeting  with  eminent  success  as  an  agricul- 
turist, owning  and  managing  one  of  the  choice 
farming  estates  of  Lorain  county.  Coming  on 
both  sides  of  the  house  of  honored  pioneer  an- 
cestry, he  was  born,  January  21,  1847,  i" 
Grafton  township,  Lorain  county,  a  son  of 
William  W.  Ingersoll.  His  paternal  grand- 
father, Colonel  William  Ingersoll,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  married  Catherine  Helk,  who 
was  born  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  soon  after  removed  to  Ohio,  becoming  one 
of  the  first  householders  of  Grafton  township, 
Lorain  county.  Clearing  a  homestead  from 
the  forest-covered  land,  he  was  there  employed 
in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  he  and  his 
wife  passing  away  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other. 

William  W.  Ingersoll  was  born  in  Grafton 
township,  September  30,  1820,  and  after  his 
marriage  began  farming  in  that  township  on 
fifty  acres  of  land  that  he  had  previously 
bought.  Selling  out  in  April,  1854,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Camden  township,  and 
bought  188  acres  of  wild  land.  Continuing 
his  chosen  occupation,  he  met  with  success, 
and  from  time  to  time  invested  in  additional 
land,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January  25,  1879, 
having  title  to  275  acres  of  good  land.  He 
married,  July  24,  1845,  i"  Grafton,  Elizabeth 
Ann  Welburn,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts,  August  17,  182  s,  a  daughter  of 
Jesse  Welburn,  who  was  born  and  educated  in 
England.  Coming  to  the  United  States  when 
young,  Mr.  Welburn  married  Marv  Ann  Lock- 
wood,  who  was  born  in  Pittsfield,  Massachu- 
setts, and  a  year  or  two  later  came  with  his 
family  to  Lorain  county,  settling  in  1826,  in 
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Grafton  township,  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of 
Colonel  William  Ingersoll.  Mrs.  William  W. 
Ingersoll  continued  her  residence  on  the  home 
farm  until  her  death,  November  22,  1909. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  her  and  her  hus- 
band, namely:  Charles  B.,  the  special  subject 
of  this  sketch ;  Mary,  the  oldest  daughter,  died 
in  infancy;  Mary,  the  second  daughter,  mar- 
ried George  Brooks,  of  Cleveland ;  Catherine, 
wife  of  George  Boyes.  of  Warren,  Ohio; 
Emma  Jane  died  March  15,  186.S,  ag:ed  seven 
years;  Walter  and  Debby  both  died  in  April, 
1865 ;  and  Frank,  living  on  the  parental  home- 
stead. 

Charles  B.  Ingersoll  received  his  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  school,  and  during  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  acquired  a 
practical  knowledge  of  general  husbandry.  At 
that  time  the  toils  of  the  field  were  arduous  and 
almost  endless,  the  labor-saving  machinery  of 
today  being  undreamed  of ;  and  to  successfully 
manage  a  large  farm  required  incessant  in- 
dustry, energetic  perseverence  and  good  judg- 
ment. Mr.  Ingersoll  proved  himself  a  pos- 
sessor of  all  of  these,  and  after  the  death  of  his 
his  father  he  became  owner  of  16.7  acres  of  the 
original  homestead,  and  engaged  extensively  in 
general  farming,  making  somewhat  of  a  spe- 
cialty the  raising  of  cattle  and  sheep.  On  Oc- 
tober 9,  1900,  he  purchased  from  his  mother 
the  remainder  of  the  estate,  and  has  now  one 
of  the  most  highly  improved  and  valuable 
farms  in  this  part  of  the  county.  His  build- 
ings are  commodious  and  conveniently  ar- 
ranged, comparing  favorably  with  any  in  the 
vicinity.     His  large  barn  was  built  in  1908. 

Mr.  Ingersoll  married,  March  17,  1887, 
Anna  Watson,  who  was  born  March  4,  1868, 
in  County  Down,  Ireland,  a  daugfhter  of  Will- 
iam and  Martha  (McNeiley)  Watson,  who 
emigrated  to  this  country  with  their  family, 
and  settled  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  where 
Mr.  Watson  died  a  few  vears  later.  Mrs. 
Watson  subsequently  visited  friends  and  rela- 
tives in  Ireland,  and  on  her  return  to  the 
United  States  married  for  her  second  husband 
William  Davidson,  who  afterwards  moved  to 
Lorain  county,  and  died  in  Camden.  His 
widow,  Mrs.  Davidson,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Cleveland.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ingersoll,  namely:  William,  of 
Camden  township ;  Emma,  wife  of  Allie 
Hayes,  resides  in  Clarksfield,  Ohio :  Mary  died 
in  infancy :  Grace  :  Seth  ;  Charles  ;  Walter ; 
Mabel :  F.  A. ;  and  Blanche.  Politically  Mr. 
Ingersoll    is   identified    with    the    Republican 


party,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  local 
board  of  education. 

Russell  Hathaway,  M.  D. — Noteworthy 
among  the  leading  physicians  of  Lorain  county 
is  Russell  Hathaway,  M.  D.,  of  Wellington, 
who  has  gained  an  extended  reputation  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  his  wide  experience 
having  given  him  a  knowledge  and  skill  that 
has  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his  many 
patients,  and  placed  him  in  the  front  rank 
among  the  noted  medical  men  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  A  son  of  Robert  Hathaway^  he  was 
born,  July  21,  1848,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  of 
pioneer  ancestry,  his  Grandfather  Hathaway 
having  been  a  native  of  Delaware  county,  Xew 
York,  removing  from  there  to  Sandusky,  Erie 
county,  Ohio. 

Born  and  brought  up  in  Delaware  county. 
New  York,  Robert  Hathaway  migrated  to  Erie 
county,  this  state,  when  a  young  man,  locating 
at  Bogarts  Corners,  five  miles  from  Sandusky. 
He  there  married  Sarah  Porter,  who  was 
born  at  Amherst,  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Thomas  Porter,  who  was  born  in 
the  north  of  Ireland,  being,  the  oldest  of  a  fam- 
ily consisting  of  fourteen  sons.  Subsequently 
removing  to  Sandusky,  Robert  Hathaway  was 
for  a  number  of  years  successfully  employed 
in  the  grocery  business  in  that  city.  After  the 
death  of  his  wife,  in  1880,  he  came  to  Welling- 
ton, and  made  his  home  with  his  son,  Russell, 
living  here  until  his  death,  in  i8q.^,  at  the  ripe 
old  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

Having  completed  the  course  of  study  in  the 
public  schools  of  Sandusky,  Russell  Hathaway 
entered  the  Cleveland  Homeopathic  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with 
the  class  of  1876.  Immediately  locating  in 
Wellington,  Dr.  Hathaway  has  remained  here 
since,  and  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen  pro- 
fession has  met  with  distingfuished  success, 
being  now  one  of  the  longest  established  and 
most  favorably  known  practitioners  in  Lorain 
county.  He  is  prominent  in  professional 
circles,  belonging  to  both  the  Lorain  County 
Medical  Society  and  to  the  State  Medical  So- 
ciety. 

Dr.  Hathaway  has  been  twice  married.  He 
married  first  Mollie  Gordon,  of  Sandusky.  She 
died  in  1882,  leaving  two  children,  namely: 
(ieorge,  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  in 
Chicago,  Illinois:  and  Russclle,  who  married 
Harley  M.  Horr,  of  Wellington,  and  is  now 
advertising  manager  of  the  Dioxigen  Com- 
pany.    Fraternally  the  doctor  is  a  member  of 
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the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 

Aix)LPH  HuENE. — Having:  accomplished  a 
satisfactory  work  as  an  agriculturist,  acquired 
a  competency  to  live  on  during:  his  declining 
years.  Adolph  Huene  is  now  living  retired 
from  active  pursuits  in  Kipton,  Lorain  county, 
enjoying  the  well-merited  reward  of  his  many 
years  of  unremitting,  toil.  He  was  born,  Xo~ 
vember  2,  1826,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  which 
was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Frederick 
Huene. 

After  his  marriage  with  Catherine  E.  Bias- 
ing, a  native  of  Coer,  Hesse,  Germany,  Fred- 
erick Huene  lived  in  the  Fatherland  a  number 
of  years,  in  the  meantime  saving  enough  of  his 
earnings  to  warrant  him  in  establishing  him- 
self on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Crossing  the 
ocean  with  his  family  in  1835,  he  landed  in 
New  York  City,  from  there  going  up  the  Hud- 
son river  to  Albany,  thence  by  way  of  the  Erie 
canal  to  Buffalo.  Embarking  then  on  a  lake 
boat,  he  came  to  Ohio,  his  first  stopping  place 
being  Cleveland.  Pushing  onward  to  Lorain 
county,  he  bought  a  tract  of  timbered  land  on 
the  X'ermilion  river,  in  Brownhelm  township, 
and  on  the  farm  which  he  redeemed  from  the 
wilderness  spent  his  remaining  years,  dying,  in 
1864.  His  widow  survived  him  a  score  of 
years,  passing  away  in  1884. 

The  second  child  in  a  family  consisting  of 
five  boys  and  four  girls,  Adolph  Huene  re- 
ceived his  rudimentary  education  in  the  district 
schools,  after  which  he  attended  a  private 
school  three  months,  and  spent  an  equal  length 
of  time  in  Oberlin  College.  Choosing  the  oc- 
cupation upon  which  the  wealth  and  prosperity 
of  our  great  nation  so  largely  depends,  he 
bought  land  in  Brownhelm  township  soon  after 
his  marriage,  and  lived  there  for  a  year.  Sell- 
ing then  at  an  advantage,  he  moved  to  Dela- 
ware county,  Iowa,  and  there  bought  a  tract  of 
raw  prairie  land  from  the  government,  finally 
securing,  title  to  500  acres.  He  improved  his 
property,  and  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  until  1874,  when  he  returned  to 
the  parental  homestead  to  care  for  his  mother 
in  her  old  age.  At  her  death,  Mr.  Huene 
lx>ught  the  interest  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
in  the  home  farm,  which  contained  eighty-six 
acres,  and  lived  there  until  the  spring:  of  1896, 
when  he  deeded  the  place  to  one  of  his  sons. 
Removing  then  to  Kipton.  he  bought  his  pres- 
ent property,  which  consists  of  ten  acres  of 
land,  and  has  here  lived   retired.     When    a 


young  man,  in  1850,  Mr.  Huene  went  to  Cali- 
fornia in  search  of  a  fortune,  going  from  Cin- 
cinnati by  river  boats  to  St.  Louis,  thence  up 
the  Missouri  to  St.  Joseph,  where,  with  horses 
and  mules  purchased  in  that  city,  he  and  his 
companion  started  across  the  country,  the  trip 
across  the  dreary  plains  being  long  and  weari- . 
some.  For  a  year  he  remained  in  California, 
but  not  meeting  with  encouraging  success  as 
a  gold  miner  he  came  back  to  Ohio,  returning 
to  New  York  City  by  way  of  the  Isthmus,  from 
there  traveling  by  rail  to  Buffalo,  thence  by 
steamer  to  Cleveland,  the  nearest  home  port. 

Mr.  Huene  married,  March  23,  1853,  Sarah 
Ann  B riant,  who  was  born  December  20,  1836, 
in  Birmingham  township,  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
of  New  England  ancestry.  Her  father, 
Jonathan  Briant.  was  born,  in  January,  1793, 
in  Bennington,  Vermont,  and  married,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1815,  in  Connecticut,  Arilla  Ward,  who 
was  born  and  brought  up  in  Mil  ford,  Con- 
necticut, her  birth  occurring  February  3,  1796. 
Very  soon  after  his  marriage  he  migrated  to 
Ohio,  and  for  eight  years  was  a  resident  of 
Florence  township,  Huron  county.  Moving 
from  there  to  Erie  county  about  182-^,  he  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  wooded  land  in  Birmingham 
township,  and  on  the  farm  which  he  cleared 
and  improved  resided  until  his  death,  in  1862. 
His  wife  died  on  the  home  farm  in  18:^9.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  bovs 
and  four  girls. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huene  have  four  children, 
namely :  Nellie,  wife  of  S.  V.  Haigh,  of  Kip- 
ton, Ohio ;  Otto,  of  Henrietta  township ; 
Charles,  of  Noble  county,  Oklahoma ;  and  Leo, 
of  the  same  place.  A  stanch  suporter  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party,  Mr.  Huene 
has  served  as  trustee  of  Brownhelm  township, 
and  for  twenty  years  was  justice  of  the  peace. 

Albert  K.  Jenne  owns  one  of  the  finest 
farming  estates  in  Amherst  township,  and  he 
is  also  a  member  of  one  of  the  township's  ear- 
liest pioneer  families.  Ansel  Jenne,  his  father, 
was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  August  27, 
1825,  a  son  of  Ansel  and  Elizabeth  (Brown) 
Jenne,  from  the  same  commonwealth.  They 
came  to  Orange,  Ohio,  near  Cleveland,  when 
their  son  Ansel  was  a  young  man,  and  a  few 
years  later  moved  to  Amherst  township  and 
bought  a  farm  here.  The  son  Ansel  continued 
to  live  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  on 
December  9,  1857,  to  Phebe  Wing,  who  was 
born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  September  i, 
1837,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Polly  (Wes- 
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cott)  Wing,  also  from  New  York.  Following 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jenne  moved  to  a 
farm  one  mile  south  of  Middle  Ridge  in  Am- 
herst township,  and  in  the  fall  of  IQ05  moved 
from  there  to  the  villag.e  of  Amherst,  where 
Ansel  Jenne  died  on  February  7,  1907,  and 
.was  laid  to  rest  with  others  of  the  honored  pio- 
neers of  the  community.  His  widow  yet  sur- 
vives him.  Their  four  children,  three  sons  and 
a  daughter,  are:  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  Bird 
Richmond ;  William  H.,  whose  home  is  in  Am- 
herst township;  George,  of  Elyria,  Ohio,  and 
Albert  K. 

Albert  Kuder  Jenne,  the  youngest  of  the 
children  of  Ansel  and  Phebe  Jenne,  was  born 
in  Amherst  township  August  18,  1867,  and  he 
too  remained  at  home  with  his  parents  until 
'  his  marriage.  Following:  this  event  he  lived 
for  one  winter  at  Unionville,  and  then  going 
to  Detroit,  Michigan,  was  engfaged  in  the  in- 
surance business  there  for  a  year  and  a  half. 
Returning  then  to  Amherst  township  he  re- 
sumed farming,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  general  agricultural  pursuits  and  grardening. 
His  farm,  which  he  purchased  in  iQOi,  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  estates  of  its  size  in  Am- 
herst township. 

Mr.  Jenne  married  Mary  Giltner,  on  Sep- 
tember 10,  1889.  She  was  born  February  12, 
1869,  at  Fredericksburg  in  Wayne  county, 
Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Marshal  J.  and  Mary  A. 
(Miller)  Giltner,  and  three  children  have 
blessed  their  marriage  union, — Bert  Ansel,  Lu- 
cile  Ruth  and  Merle  Wilford.  Mr.  Tenne  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  has  served  his  religious  home  as  a  steward 
and  trustee  and  as  a  superintendent  and 
teacher  in  its  Sunday  school.  In  politics  he  is 
allied  with  the  Democracy,  and  he  has  served 
his  township  as  a  treasurer.  He  is  vice  presi- 
dent of  the  Amherst  Supply  Company  and 
director  of  the  United  States  Automatic  Com- 
pany, both  at  Amherst. 

Charles  H.  Frederick,  M.  D. — During  his 
eighteen  years  of  active  and  successful  practice 
in  the  city  of  Lorain,  Charles  H.  Frederick, 
M.  D.,  has  become  known  as  one  of  the  bright- 
est, best,  and  most  skillful  of  surgeons  and 
physicians  in  this  locality,  and  by  his  genial 
manners  and  kindly  courtesy  has  endeared 
himself  to  all  classes  of  people.  He  was  born, 
July  27,  1868,  in  Amherst  township,  I^rain 
county,  Ohio,  his  parents  being".  Peter  and 
Cassie  M.  (Jacobs)  Frederick. 


After  completing  the  course  of  study  in  the 
public  schools  of  North  Amherst,  Dr.  Fred- 
erick took  a  course  in  pharmacy,  and  was  sub- 
sequently employed  as  a  pharmacist  for  eight 
years,  first  at  North  Amherst,  then  in  Cleve- 
land, and  lastly  in  Lorain.  Taking:  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  he  was  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  Western  Reserve 
University  in  March,  i8qi,  and  the  following 
two  years  was  house  physician  in  Lakeside 
hospital,  in  Cleveland.  Locating  in  Lorain  in 
1892  Dr.  Frederick  met  with  encouraging  suc- 
cess from  the  first,  and  his  professional  labors 
have  here  been  well  rewarded^  his  practice 
being  one  of  the  most  extensive  in  the  city. 
In  February,  1909,  the  doctor  completed  and 
opened  one  of  the  finest  private  hospitals  in 
the  state  of  Ohio.  It  is  a  handsome  two-story 
brick  building,  pleasantly  located  at  No.  202 
Fifth  street,  and  is  fully  equipped  after  the 
most  modern  sanitary  methods,  with  every  con- 
venience imaginable  for  the  care  and  comfort 
of  its  patients,  which  is  limited  to  fifteen,  its 
full  capacity. 

Dr.  Frederick  married  Emma  May  Stal- 
naker,  of  Lorain,  and  to  them  four  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Gladys  Belle,  Clar- 
ence Henry,  Charles  Lewis  and  Sanford.  The 
doctor  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  Lorain,  and  belongs  to  the  Woodland  Lodge 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Albert  M.  Howk. — Energetic,  enterprising 
and  progressive,  Albert  M.  Howk  is  an  excel- 
lent representative  of  the  successful  business 
men  of  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  and  an  ex- 
tensive dealer  in  hay  and  live  stock.  Born  near 
Wellington,  on  the  old  Howk  farm,  June  25, 
1863,  h^  comes  of  honored  pioneer  ancestry, 
his  grandfather,  David  Howk,  Sr.,  having  been 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  Western 
Reserve. 

David  Howk,  Sr.,  was  born  about  1789,  in 
Lee,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  the  de- 
scendant of  a  New  England  family  of  note. 
He  there  married  Polly  Bradley,  and  there, 
among  the  Berkshire  hills,  his  children,  which 
included  David  Howk,  Jr.,  father  of  Albert 
M.,  first  drew  the  breath  of  life.  He  subse- 
quently migrated  with  his  familv  to  Chenango 
county,  New  York,  from  there  coming,  in 
1834,  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio.  Taking  up  land 
lying  about  four  miles  from  the  present  village 
of  Wellington,  he  improved  a  gfood  homestead, 
on  which  he  and  his  faithful  helpmeet  spent  the 
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remainder  of  their  lives,  his  death  occurring 
at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years,  and  hers,  in 
1871,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years. 

The  birth  of  David  Howk,  Jr.,  occurred  in 
Lee,  Massachusetts,  in  1828.  He  removed 
with  his  parents  when  a  child  to  New  York 
state,  and  as  a  youth  came  with  the  family  to 
Lorain  county,  and  here  assisted  in  the  pioneer 
labor  of  clearing  a  homestead.  He  married 
Marv  Harvett,  who  was  born  in  Wavne 
county,  Ohio,  and  came  with  her  parents  to 
Lorain  county,  when  a  girl.  She  died  in  1877, 
at  the  age  of  forty-four  years,  leaving  two 
children,  namely:  Alma,  wife  of  Walter  Wil- 
liams, of  Chicago  Junction,  Ohio:  and  Albert 
M.,  with  whom  this  sketch  is  chieflv  concerned. 

The  old  district  schoolhouse  in  which  Albert 
AL  Howk  received  his  elementary  education 
was  situated  on  a  corner  of  his  father's  farm. 
When  ready  to  begin  life  for  himself  he  chose 
the  occupation  of  his  ancestors,  and  after  his 
marriage  bought  the  old  Robbins  homestead  of 
400  acres,  and  for  a  number  of  years  operated 
it  successfully,  at  the  same  time  having  entire 
charge  of  the  parental  estate.  He  was  a  gen- 
eral farmer  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  paid 
special  attention  to  dairying:,  having  a  milk 
route  in  Wellington.  Retiring  from  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  1901,  Mr.  Howk  located  in  the 
village  of  Wellington,  and  for  eight  years  was 
here  engaged  in  the  livery  business.  He  now 
owns  a  feed  barn,  and  for  the  past  eleven  years 
has  also  dealt  extensively  in  hay,  horses  and 
cows,  carrying  on  a  most  substantial  business. 
He  is  a  man  of  keen  foresight,  and  has  made 
profitable  investments,  his  visible  property  in- 
cluding a  business  block  in  Wellington.  In 
1900,  Mr.  Howk  was  elected  a  trustee  of  Wel- 
lington township,  and  is  still  holding  that  of- 
fice, to  which  he  has  since  been  twice  re- 
elected. 

Mr.  Howk  married,  in  1885,  Lettie  Shelden, 
who  was  born  in  Wellington,  Ohio,  June  5, 
1867,  a  daughter  of  James  Shelden.  Her  pa- 
ternal grandfather,  Benjamin  Shelden,  was 
born  in  Delaware  county,  New  York,  July  7, 
1 79 1,  and  died  at  Lagrange,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  Julv  17,  1870.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Louisa  Rice,  was  also  born  in  Dela- 
ware county,  on  July  6,  1706,  and  died  in  La- 
grange, Ohio,  September  9,  1870,  surviving 
him  but  a  few  weeks. 

James  Shelden  was  born,  March  11,  183 1. 
in  New  York  state,  and  as  a  young  man  came 
to  Lorain  countv.  He  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  subsequently  learned  the 


trade  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  became 
a  prominent  business  man  of  Wellington.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  employed  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  Wellington  township,  making 
a  specialty  of  dairyings  and  becoming  one  of 
the  largest  individual  cheese  makers  of  Lorain 
county.  He  died  September  20,  1903,  his  death 
being  a  loss  to  the  community.  James  Shelden 
married  February  4,  1857,  Adeline  West,  who 
was  born  in  Ohio,  October  19,  1836.  Her 
parents,  Amasa  H.  and  Maria  West,  were  both 
born  in  Orange  county,  New  York,  the  father's 
birth  occurring  May  24,  1810,  and  the  mother's 
May  27,  1809.  They  were  married  in  their 
native  county  in  1834,  and  the  following  year 
settled  in  the  Western  Reserve.  Mrs.  James 
Shelden  is  still  living,  being  now  seventy-three 
years  of  age.  To  her  and  her  husband  three 
children  were  born,  namely:  Jessie,  born  Jan- 
uary 5,  1862;  Lettie,  wife  of  Mr^  Howk;  and 
Charles,  born  April  3,  1869. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howk  have  one  child,  Cassie, 
born  March  25,  1886.  She  married  Ralph 
Rowland,  of  Wellington,  and  they  have  two 
children,  Charles  Albert  and  Shelden. 

Julius  Peck,  a  successful  farmer  of  Brown- 
helm  township,  Lorain  county,  is  a  native  of 
this  township,  where  he  was  bom  August  3, 
1845.  He  is  a  son  of  Chauncey  and  Abby  L. 
(Lewis)  Peck,  natives  respectively  of  Stock- 
bridge  and  Great  Barrington,  Massachusets, 
the  father's  parents  being  Elisha  and  Millicent 
(Byington)  Peck  and  the  mother's  father  was 
William  Lewis.  Elisha  Peck  came  to  Ohio  in 
August,  181 7,  and  purchased  over  qoo  acres 
of  land  in  Brownhelm  township,  Lorain  coun- 
ty, where  he  began  a  log  house.  In  the  fall  he 
returned  to  Massachusets  for  his  family,  and 
on  the  return  trip  they  were  able  to  proceed 
only  as  far  as  Ashtabula  by  December,  when 
the  weather  became  so  severe  that  they  were 
unable  to  complete  their  journey  before  spring. 
They  then  came  on  to  the  log  house,  which  was 
still  without  a  roof,  and  before  this  could  be 
put  on,  a  child,  Enos  H.,  was  born  in  the  pour- 
ing rain,  so  that  blankets  had  to  be  held  up  to 
keep  out  the  rain.  Elisha  Peck  and  wife  were 
the  parents  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
Mr.  Peck  was  a  shoemaker,  and  worked  some 
at  his  trade  after  coming  to  Ohio.  He  died  in 
i860,  in  Brownhelm  township. 

Chauncey  Peck,  father  of  Julius,  was  born 
March  14,  1801,  was  a  farmer  and  shoemaker 
and  resided  on  the  farm  now  occupied  by 
Julius  Peck.    Chauncey  Peck  was  married  in 
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Brownhelm  township,  and  died  August  29, 
1848,  leavingf  three  children  who  Hved  to  ma- 
turity, namely:  Xenophon,  Julius  and  Chaun- 
cey.  Xenophon  Peck,  w^ho  died  September  29, 
1904.  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  was  formerly  sheriff  of 
Lorain  county  and  he  served  in  the  Eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  three  months 
later  re-enlisted  in  Edg^erton's  Battery.  His 
arm  was  shot  off  at  Bacon  creek,  Kentucky. 
He  re-enlisted  in  the  Provost  Marshal's  office 
and  had  charge  of  the  arsenal  at  Columbus, 
Ohio,  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  married 
January  12,  1867,  Albina  Liscomb.  Julius 
was  the  second  son.  Chauncey,  the  youngest 
child,  married  Sarah  Deyo,  on  November  24, 
1872,  and  is  a  stone  contractor  and  lives  at 
Toledo,  Ohio. 

Julius  Peck  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  remained  at  home  with  his 
mother  on  a.  sixty-acre  farm,  of  which  fifteen 
acres  were  cleared.  His  mother,  who  was  born 
March  14,  181 1,  was  a  tailoress,  and  lived  with 
Julius  until  her  death.  February  10,  1885. 
From  the  time  he  was  old  enough  he  carried  on 
the  farm,  and  when  his  brothers  left  home  he 
purchased  their  share  of  the  place  and  added 
to  it  as  he  was  able,  until  he  now  owns  no 
acres.  For  three  years  he  and  his  brothers 
conducted  a  stone  quarry,  and  in  March,  1881, 
he  purchased  Topliff  Hotel,  in  Elyria,  which 
he  carried  on  a  year  and  then  sold  out,  return- 
ing to  his  farm,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
is  an  intelligent,  industrious  farmer  and  very 
successful. 

Mr.  Peck  has  held  several  township  offices, 
and  at  the  present  time  is  township  trustee  and 
a  member  of  the  board  of  education.  He  be- 
longs to  Brownhelm  Grange.  On  January  21, 
i86(>,  Mr.  Peck  married  Grace  L.  Ashford, 
born  February  18,  1849,  "^ar  Lake  Champlain, 
in  Vermont,  daughter  of  William  and  Cynthia 
(Wheeler)  Ashford,  natives  of  Vermont.  Mr. 
Peck  and  his  wife  have  children  as  follows: 
Laura  M.,  born  December  22,  i86g,  died  July 
I,  1876;  Harriet  C,  born  March  29,  1872,  a 
school  teacher  in  Amherst,  Ohio,  and  a  gradu- 
ate of  Lake  Erie  Ladies'  Seminary,  at  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio;  Albert  H.,  born  March  16,  1874, 
died  June  21,  1876;  Mary  G.,  born  June  5, 
1877,  lives  at  home  with  her  parents;  and 
Charles  J.,  born  April  10.  1882,  a  mechanical 
engineer.  Charles  J.  Peck  graduated  from 
the  high  school  at  Brownhelm,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years;  he  graduated  from  business 
college  at  Oberlin,  spent  two  years  at  Oberlin 
Academy,  two  years  at  Oberlin  College  and 


three  years  in  the  engineering  department  of 
Purdue  University  at  Lafavette,  Indiana. 
graduating  in  1906.  He  secured  a  position 
with  the  Ohio  Brass  Works,  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  and  later  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where 
he  entered  the  employ  of  Lochschier.  Ryan  & 
Company,  large  hardware  manufacturers,  re- 
mainmg  there  until  April,  19 10,  when  he  be- 
came connected  with  the  Crane  Company  at 
Chicago. 

Adam  Kishman. — The  late  Adam  Kish- 
man,  who  passed  away  at  his  home  in  Brown- 
helm township,  Lorain  county,  November  28, 
1901,  was  a  well  known  and  most  highly  re- 
spected citizen.  He  was  born  in  Hesse  Castle, 
Germany,  July  22,  1831,  a  son  of  Werner  and 
Catherine  (Leidheiser)  Kishman.  Adam  Kish- 
man came  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1850,  and 
carried  on  fishing  and  farming.  He  purchased 
a  one  hundred  acre  farm  on  the  lake  shore  in 
Brownhelm  in  1861,  and  carried  on  this  farm 
in  connection  with  his  fishing  interests.  He 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  served  as  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  and  in  various  township 
offices.  Mr.  Kishman  was  a  member  of  the 
German  Reformed  church,  and  was  a  most 
capable  business  man  and  useful  citizen.  He 
met  with  success  financially,  and  was  indus- 
trious and  enterprising  and  a  self  made  man. 
After  the  death  of  Mr.  Kishman,  his  widow 
continued  to  live  on  the  home  farm,  and  still 
resides  there  with  her  son  Louis. 

April  3,  1854,  Adam  Kishman  married  Mar- 
tha Claus,  who  was  born  July  17,  1835,  in 
Brownhelm  township,  a  daughter  of  Adam 
and  Catherine  (Gronewalt)  Claus,  natives  of 
Hesse  Cassel,  Germany.  Adam  Claus  and  hi< 
wife  came  to  New  York  in  a  sailing  vessel. 
thence  via  the  Hudson  river  and  the  Erie 
canal  to  BuflFalo,  and  by  way  of  the  lake  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  They  settled  in  Brownhelm 
township,  Lorain  county,  in  the  woods,  and 
built  there  a  log  cabin ;  they  cleared  the  land 
and  made  a  fine,  fertile  farm.  Mr.  and  Mr?. 
Kishman  became  parents  of  children  as  fol- 
lows :  Augusta,  who  died  at  the  ag;e  of  three 
years  and  ten  months ;  Anna,  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years ;  Magdalena,  Mrs.  William 
Jacobs,  of  Lorain,  has  one  daugrhter.  Inna. 
who  is  Mrs.  William  G.  Gollmar ;  Henry  B., 
of  Brownhelm  township,  mentioned  elsewhere; 
Eliza,  Mrs.  Christopher  Leimbach,  of  Browii- 
helm  township,  has  three  children,  Martha  L. 
Robert  L.  and  Milton  C. ;  Charles,  of  Lorain, 
married  Anna  Leimbach  and  has  Florence  E.. 
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Karl  L.  and  Gladys  I. ;  Edward,  of  Vermilion, 
married  Xora  Cooley,  and  has  two  children, 
Adaline  M.  and  Myron  E. ;  Emma,  Mrs. 
Henry  Haber,  of  Vermilion :  Albert,  of 
Brownhelm  township,  married  Harriet  Henkes 
and  they  have  Lloyd  A.,  Helen  L.,  Kenneth  D. 
and  Marion  M. ;  Louis,  living  on  the  home 
farm,  married  Emma  Krapp  and  has  Walter  L. 
and  Lucille ;  William,  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
years ;  and  Ida,  died  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Henry  A.  Plato,  residing  at  St.  Cloud, 
Florida,,  formerly  a  prominent  citizen  of  Am- 
herst, Lorain  county,  and  a  veteran  of  the 
Civil  war,  was  born  in  Seeburg,  Hanover, 
Germany,  December  28,  1845,  a  son  of  John 
and  Wilhelmina  (Bodman)  Plato,  also  natives 
of  Germany.  The  grandparents,  Casper  Plato 
and  Gregory  Bodman  were  also  of  Germany. 
John  Plato  and  his  wife  came  to  Ohio  in  1857 
and  settled  in  Vermilion,  a  year  later  settling 
in  Amherst  township.  He  was  a  musician, 
and  died  December  5,  1890,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-six  years;  his  widow  died  June  21, 
1907,  aged  eighty-two  years.  Their  four  chil- 
dren were:  Henry  A.,  John  E.,  of  Amherst, 
Matilda,  wife  of  Joseph  Wesbecher,  and  Har- 
mon J.,  also  of  Amherst  township. 

Henry  A.  Plato  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  attendetl  the  common  school.  De- 
cember 24,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  Johnson's 
Island,  near  Sandusky,  Ohio,  to  guard  prison- 
ers of  war.  He  was  discharged  at  Columbus, 
July  16.  1865,  ^"^1  then  returned  to  Amherst. 
He  worked  at  various  things  until  1869,  when 
he  and  his  brother  John  E.  engagred  in  the 
grocery  business  in  Amherst,  which  they  con- 
tinued until  1881.  They  then  purchased  an 
interest  in  a  hardware  store,  and  Henry  went 
to  work  in  this  store,  while  his  brother  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  the  grocery  business. 
They  were  associated  together  in  various  en- 
terprises until  1894,  and  then  dissolved  part- 
nership, John  E.  Plato  taking  the  hardware 
business  and  Henry  the  grocer^'  business,  and 
in  addition  the  dry  goods  trade  which  they 
handled  in  connection.  He  made  various 
changes  in  the  store,  and  in  i8q8  the  building 
burned,  after  which  Mr.  Plato  and  his  son-in- 
law  rebuilt,  erecting  a  large  brick  building, 
where  they  established  a  general  store,  since 
which  time  the  son-in-law  has  conducted  the 
business  and  Mr.  Plato  has  retired  from  active 
life,  and  now  lives  in  Florida.    He  was  a  lead- 


ing man  of  Amherst,  and  is  a  director  of  the 
Amherst  Banking  Company;  in  politics  he  is 
a  Democrat,  and  he  served  twelve  years  as  a 
member  of  the  board  of  education,  and  ten 
years  as  township  clerk.  Mr.  Plato  took  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  widely 
known  and  respected.  In  religious  views  he 
is  a  devout  Catholic. 

Mr.  Plato  married,  in  1867,  Elizabeth  E. 
Hildebrand,  born  in  Black  River  township, 
daughter  of  Bernhardt  and  Elizabeth  (Appe- 
man)  Hildebrand,  and  they  have  been  blessed 
with  seven  children,  namely :  Mary,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  three  months ;  Matilda,  wife  of 
William  J.  Bodman,  her  father's  partner; 
Albert  A.,  manager  of  Crystal  Rock  Ice  Com- 
pany, of  Lorain;  Wilhelmina,  wife  of 
George  A.  Menz,  of  Amherst  township ;  Ceci- 
lia, wife  of  H.  A.  Finegan,  of  Amherst; 
Louisa,  who  keeps  house  for  her  father ;  and 
Florence,  wife  of  J.  J.  Mahoney,  of  Cleveland. 
Mrs.  Plato  died  June  6,  1908.  In  1909  Mr. 
Plato  removed  to  St.  Qoud,  Florida. 

Bernhart  Claus,  one  of  the  well  known 
and  successful  citizens  of  Brownhelm,  Lorain 
county,  was  born  in  that  township,  September 
4,  1838,  son  of  Adam  and  Catherine  (Greuna- 
wald)  Claus,  natives  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Ger- 
many. Adam  Claus  and  his  wife  were  married 
in  Germany  and  in  1834  came  to  New  York ; 
they  proceeded  up  the  Hudson  river  to 
Albany,  and  bv  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to 
Cleveland  by  the  lake  route.  He  purchased 
land  in  the  timber  in  Brownhelm,  which  he 
proceeded  to  clear,  and  as  he  was  able  added 
to  his  possessions.  He  had  acquired  about 
sixty-four  acres  and  in  1848  he  sold  his  farm 
and  purchased  a  partially  cleared  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres,  on  the  lake  shore.  He  sold  out 
to  his  son-in-law,  Adam  Kishman,  and  bought 
one  hundred  and  seventv-five  acres  in  the 
northeastern  corner  of  the  township  on  the 
lake  shore,  the  farm  now  occupied  by  Bern- 
hard  Claus.  Adam  Claus  died  there  in  1872, 
aged  seventy  years,  and  his  wife  died  in  1874, 
all  the  age  of  sixty-five.  They  had  five  chil- 
dren, namely:  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Adam  Henkes, 
now  deceased ;  Martha,  Mrs.  Adam  Kishman, 
a  widow  ;  Bernhart :  Helen,  deceased,  wife  of 
Reinhart  P>raun,  of  Brownhelm  township,  and 
George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Bernhart  Claus  received  his  education  in  the 
district  school  and  continued  to  reside  on  the 
home  farm  after  his  marriage.  He  first  pur- 
chased one  hundred  acres  of  the  home  place. 
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and  in  1868  he  bought  the  remainder  of  the 
farm.  In  his  younger  days  he  did  considerable 
fishing,  but  since  about  1880  he  has  devoted 
his  whole  time  to  farming.  He  has  been  very 
successful,  and  is  considered  a  representative 
farmer  of  the  county.  He  raises  a  good  many 
cattle  for  market  and  has  also  kept  sheep.  He 
stands  very  high  in  the  community,  where  he 
is  well  known. 

In  political  opinion  Mr.  Claus  is  a  Demo- 
crat ;  he  served  two  terms  as  township  trustee, 
one  term  as  real  estate  assessor,  and  two  terms 
'  as  personal  property  assessor.  Mr.  Claus  owns 
240  acres  of  splendid  farm  land. 

Mr.  Claus  married,  October  27,  1862, 
Amelia  F.  Baumhart,  born  in  Vermilion,  Ohio, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Christina  (Herwig) 
Baumhart,  of  Hesse-Cassel,  who  came  to 
Black  River  township,  Lorain  county,  in  1845. 
Adam  Baumhart  and  his  wife  purchased  land 
in  Brownhelm,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  Their  parents  were  Elias  and 
Martha  Baumhart  and  Jacob  and  Catherine 
Herwig.  The  Baumharts  settled  in  Vermilion 
township,  Erie  county,  and  the  Herwigs  in 
Black  River  township,  Lorain  county.  Mr. 
Claus  and  his  wife  became  parents  of  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Adam,  of  Brownhelm,  Ohio ; 
Anna,  Mrs.  William  Lutz,  of  Brownhelm 
township ;  Armina  died  at  age  of  three  weeks  ; 
Henry,  of  Brownhelm  township;  Catherine, 
at  home ;  Minnie,  Mrs.  Henry  Sipple,  of  Am- 
herst township ;  Helena,  Mrs.  Frank  Northein, 
living  with  her  parents;  and  Christina,  Mrs. 
William  Abel,  of  Amherst  township.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Claus  are  members  of  the  German  Meth- 
odist church  at  Vermilion. 

Paul  Wick  was  born  in  Mahoning  county, 
Ohio,  October  i,  1824,  a  son  of  Henry  and 
Hannah  (Baldwin)  Wick.  His  father  was 
a  native  of  Southampton,  Long  Island,  New 
York,  where  he  was  born  March  19,  1771. 
After  attaining  maturity  he  moved  to  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
married  December  11,  1794,  to  the  mother  of 
Paul  Wick.  There  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  for  a  few  years,  but  came  to  Youngs- 
town  in  1802,  his  father-in-law,  Caleb  Bald- 
win, having  preceded  him  several  years,  and 
it  is  presumed  that  it  was  upon  the  request 
of  the  latter  that  he  made  the  removal. 
Thirteen  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Wick,  namely:  Caleb  B.,  Betsey;  Dr. 
Lemuel  Wick  of  Cleveland ;  Henry  Wick,  born 
in  1809,  who  also  resides  in  that  city;  Hugh 


Bryson ;  Hannah ;  Matilda ;  John  D. ;  Mary  A.; 
Thomas  L. ;  Paul ;  and  two  others  who  died  in 
infancy. 

Paul  Wick  was  educated  at  an  old  academy 
situated  where  the  "Diamond"  was  afterwards 
located.  After  finishing  his  school  course  he 
and  his  brother,  John  D.  Wick,  opened  and 
operated  a  coal  mine  on  a  farm  near  Youngs- 
town,  which  their  father  had  given  them. 
Later  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
for  a  short  time  was  associated  with  Henn' 
and  Hugh  Bryson  Wick  in  a  wholesale  and 
retail  store  in  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Later  he 
operated  a  similar  store  in  Youngstown,  and 
was  one  of  several  who  in  1846  comprised  the 
Youngstown  Iron  Company,  they  being  then 
the  prominent  capitalists  of  the  town.  After 
the  organization  of  this  company  a  small  mill 
was  built  on  the  "flats"  along  the  old  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania  canal.  The  company  operated 
the  mill  for  a  number  of  years  when  it  was 
shut  down,  but  in  1855  was  sold  to  the  late 
William  Bonnell  and  others. 

Mr.  Wick's  name  is  associated  with  the  vtiy 
first  of  those  who  conceived  the  idea  of  an 
iron  mill  in  Youngstown,  but  the  possibihty 
that  this  village,  then  consisting  of  500  or  600 
inhabitants,  would  ever  become  the  great 
manufacturing  center  it  now  is,  probably  never 
entered  their  minds.  There  is  no  doubt  they 
"builded  better  than  they  knew,"  and  the  won- 
derful result  attained  but  demonstrates  the 
character  of  the  men  concerned.  In  addition 
to  his  other  interests  at  this  time,  Mr.  Wick 
operated  a  dry  goods  establishment  located  a 
little  west  of  Champion  street,  under  the  firm 
name  of  P.  Wick  and  Brother,  P.  and  Hu^h 
Bryson  Wick  being  the  proprietors.  Later 
Mr.  Wick  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Wick 
and  Globe,  continuing  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness until  1866;  when  he  and  Hugh  Brj-son. 
his  brother,  organized  the  banking  house  of 
Wick  Bros.  &  Company,  located  near  the  site 
of  the  Stambaugh-Thompson  building  as  it 
was  afterwards  erected.  Here  thev  continued 
until  1883,  when  the  bank  was  moved  into  the 
Wick  Bros.'  Building.  Mr.  Wick  continued  a 
member  of  this  most  substantial  banking  insti- 
tution until  his  death. 

Paul  Wick  was  throughout  his  life  a  mo^i 
successful  business  man.  In  addition  to  his 
banking,  he  assisted  in  various  other  local 
enterprises ;  he  was  interested  in  several  iron 
firms,  including  The  Youngstown  Rolling  Mill 
Company,  and  was  one  of  the  six  men  who 
organized  this  corporation.     He  was  also  a 
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member  of  The  Ohio  Iron  and  Steel  Com- 
pany and  played  an  important  part  in  the  man- 
agement of  its  affairs. 

Mr.  Wick  was  married  in  1846  to  Miss 
Susan  A.  Bull,  who  came  from  Vermont  a  few 
years  prior  to  her  marriage  with  her  sister  and 
brother-in-law,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Yates. 
The  ceremony  was  performed  at  the  old  home- 
stead on  East  Federal  street,  which  is  still 
standing  and  is  now  occupied  as  a  hotel.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wick  was  blessed 
with  six  children,  namely:  Myron  C. ;  Alice 
M.,  widow  of  Frank  S.  Powers,  who  died  in 
August,  1892,  aged  forty-two  years ;  George  D. : 
Harriet,  widow  of  John  S.  Ford ;  Frederick  H. 
and  Mary.  Mrs.  Wick  died  in  1882,  aged 
fifty-six  years,  having  been  throughout  her 
lifetime  a  faithful  member  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian church  of  Youngstown.  In  speaking 
of  her  many  virtues,  a  friend  of  Mrs.  Wick 
says: 

"Few  knew  her  best  traits  on  account  of  her 
retiring  disposition.  Although  unobstrusive 
she  was  positive  in  all  her  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  noble  womanhood.  Her  conception 
of  the  Christian  was  of  the  highest  type,  and 
her  greatest  ambition  to  exemplify  that  con- 
ception in  her  daily  life.  Though  not  pub- 
lished throughout  the  world,  she  was  ever 
ready  to  respond  to  calls  for  the  church  and 
for  benevolent  purposes.  Although  gone  to 
the  Silent  Shore,  her  many  virtues  still  live 
in  the  memory  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances." Mr.  Wick  was  again  married  in  1885 
to  Mrs.  Margaret  L.  Haney,  of  Youngstown, 
Ohio,  with  whom  he  lived  until  his  death 
June  13,  1890,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his 
age. 

The  following  is  copied  from  a  paper  called 
"Our  Quarterly  Statement,"  issued  by  the 
First  Presbyterian  church,  of  Youngstown,  the 
article  quoted  being  written  by  Mr.  Wick's  pas- 
tor, D.  H.  Evans,  D.D. :  "Mr.  Paul  Wick,  on 
June  13,  1890,  at  his  residence  in  this  city, 
closed  a  life  which  has  long  been  identified 
with  our  church  and  with  our  city.  Born 
here  sixty-five  years  ago  and  long  and  actively 
engaged  in  business,  he  was  widely  known  and 
highly  respected  as  a  citizen.  For  twenty- 
eight  years  a  member  of  this  church,  in  vari- 
ous ways  he  has  labored  and  largely  given  to 
its  enterprises.  His  genial  manners  did  much 
to  sustain  the  social  life  of  this  organization, 
until  recently  it  might  safely  be  said  that  he 
knew  every  member  of  the  flock  of  nearly 
eight  hundred.    Knowledge  with  him  was  ac- 


quaintance, and  acquaintance  meant  to  be  on 
friendly  terms  with  the  poorest  and  obscurest. 
In  his  death  we  lose  a  link  that  bound  us  to 
the  honored  toilers  of  the  past — a  generous 
friend  whose  deliberate  and  careful,  yet  kind 
and  liberal  benevolence  did  much  for  the  good 
work  in  this  community,  and  a  brother  who 
was  possessed  of  the  meekest  of  wisdom." 

Mr.  Wick  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but 
never  sought  office,  although  he  served  in  the 
city  council  for  several  vears,  and  for  nineteen 
years  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  education. 
In  this  capacity  he  is  said  to  have  served 
longer  than  any  other  man  in  the  entire  city. 
A  manly  character  only  could  have  inspired 
such  confidence  and  faithful  and  efficient  serv- 
ice alone  could  have  secured  its  long  con- 
tinuance. At  the  close  of  his  nineteen  years 
of  service  he  left  the  school  board  of  his  own 
accord  in  1879,  much  to  the  regret  of  the 
citizens  of  Youngstown. 

His  death  was  felt  throughout  the  com- 
munity to  be  a  personal  loss  to  all  the  in- 
habitants, as  he  had  endeared  himself  to  them 
by  a  life  of  uprightness  and  honesty.  A  life- 
long member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  he 
served  in  the  capacity  of  trustee  for  many 
years,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
church,  benevolent  and  all  other  enterprises. 
His  charity  was  not  confined  to  his  own 
church,  however,  but  he  gave  liberally  to  all 
religious  organizations.  No  one  ever  appealed 
to  him  in  vain,  and  those  asking:  his  aid  re- 
ceived a  much  larger  contribution  than  they 
had  reason  to  hope  for  or  expect.  In  dis- 
position, he  was  lovable,  kind  and  courteous 
and  was  never  known  to  slight  a  friend.  His 
practical  knowledge  of  all  the  details  of  his 
business,  as  well  as  his  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  leading  topics  of  the  day,  made  him 
a  most  interesting  conversationalist,  as  well  as 
a  most  competent  adviser,  and  his  opinion  was 
sought  by  many,  his  views  being  received  with 
the  highest  degree  of  respect.  Pleasant  in 
address,  easy  in  manner,  firm  in  his  convic- 
tions, and  of  extraordinary  force  of  character, 
he  was  uniformly  admired  for  his  honesty  of 
purpose  and  his  thorough  business  qualifica- 
tions. 

Joseph  Lucas  Whiton  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1848,  and  he  is  a  son  of  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  early 
residents  of  Lorain  county.  Judge  Joseph  L. 
Whiton.    The  last  named,  bom  July  14,  1799, 
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at  Lee  in  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  was 
a  son  of  Joseph  and  Amanda  Whiton.  He 
married  in  his  native  state,  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember, 1829,  Levina  Wright,  who  was  born 
February  16,  1807,  in  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts. In  1832,  three  years  after  their  mar- 
riage, the  young  couple  came  to  Amherst 
township  in  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  making  the 
journey  by  canal  to  Buffalo  and  thence  on  lake 
boats  to  Lorain,  settling  on  the  land  which 
his  father  had  received  in  compensation  for  his 
services  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  The 
tract  contained  one  hundred  and  forty-seven 
acres,  but  it  was  in  its  original  state,  un- 
developed and  unimproved,  when  Mr.  Whiton, 
the  son,  took  up  his  abode  thereon,  and  it  fell 
to  his  lot  to  clear  and  place  the  property  under 
'  cultivation.  He  had  come  to  this  land  many 
years  previously,  as  early  as  1819,  and  had 
stayed  here  a  year  in  order  to  secure  it  as 
a  home  for  himself  and  his  intended  bride. 
The  farm  continued  as  his  home  during  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  he  passed  to  his 
final  reward  on  the  26th  of  April,  1869,  his 
wife  surviving  him  but  a  few  years  and 
dying  on  the  8th  of  April,  1874.  Their 
family  numbered  three  children,  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son,  and  of  the  former  Agnes 
became  the  wife  of  Henry  O.  Allen,  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  died  in  Amherst  town- 
ship, August  I,  1863,  and  Catherine  is  the 
widow  of  M.  W.  Axtell  and  is  living  in  the 
city  of  Amherst.  Joseph  L.  Whiton  Sr.  was 
an  active  Democratic  worker,  and  occupied  a 
high  place  in  the  public  life  of  his  community. 
He  served  twelve  years  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  seven  years  as  an  associate  judge  of 
the  common  pleas  court  and  represented  his 
district  in  the  state  legislature  during  the  win- 
ter of  1849-50.  He  was  very  active  in  the 
councils  of  his  chosen  party. 

Farming  has  been  the  life  occupation  of 
Joseph  L.  Whiton,  and  at  one  time  he  was 
also  considered  the  largest  raiser  of  registered 
Short-Horn  cattle  in  Amherst  township. 
After  his  father's  death  he  became  the  owner 
of  the  homestead  farm  by  purchasing  the  in- 
terests of  its  other  heirs,  his  mother  continuing 
to  live  with  him  until  her  death,  and  he  has 
since  made  many  improvements  on  the  old 
place. 

He  married  on  June  24,  1874,  Annetta  Jose-^*; 
phine  Gawn,  born  May  22,  1853,  in  Sheffield 
township  to  the  marriage  union  of  Daniel  and 
Susanna  C.  (Spooner)  Gawn,  the  father  from 
the  Isle  of  Man,  and  the  mother  from  Bangor, 


Maine.  The  children  of  Joseph  L.  Whiton 
and  wife  are:  Joseph  Edward,  of  Amherst 
township;  Curtis  W.  at  home;  Edith  L.,  a 
teacher;  Agnes  L.,  wife  of  H.  E.  Simmons  of 
Akron,  Ohio;  and  Arthur  L.,  at  home  with 
his  parents.  Mr.  Whiton  is  a  member  of 
Hickory  Tree  Grange  at  Amherst,  and  rep- 
resenting the  Democratic  party  he  has  held 
many  of  the  offices  of  his  township. 

John  G.  Schaible. — Conspicuous  among 
the  foremost  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers 
of  Lorain  county  are  John  G.  Schaible  and  his 
brother,  Charles  H.  Schaible,  owners  of  the 
large  stock  farm  near  Elyria,  where  they  are 
carrying  on  an  extensive  business  under  the 
firm  name  of  Schaible  Brothers.  Both  of  these 
gentlemen,  sons  of  the  late  Jacob  Schaible, 
were  born  in  Elyria  township,  Lorain  countv. 
Ohio. 

Jacob  Schaible  was  bom,  March  2T,  1807, 
in    Boulanden,    Wurtemberg,    Germany,   and 
when  but  five  years  old  was  left  an  orphan,  and 
thereafter  he  and  his  brother   Michael  were 
brought   up  by  their  maternal   grandmother. 
In  January,    1834,  he   married   Catherine  11. 
Ramsayer,  a  grand-daughter  of  the  eminent 
physician  and  surgeon,  Dr.  C.  H.  Von  Ottein. 
In  1846,  after  a  long  and  severe  illness,  Jacob 
Schaible  was  advised  by  his  physician  that  a 
sea  voyage  was  necessary  to  completely  restore 
his  health.     Accordingly,  in   May,   1848,  he, 
with  his  wife  and  five  children,  embarked  on  a 
sailing  vessel,  and  after  a  dreary  passage  of 
seven  weeks  landed  in  New  York  city.    Pro- 
ceeding by  boat  to  Albany,  he  came  from  there 
to  Buffalo  by  the  Erie  canal,  thence  by  Lake 
Erie  to  Cleveland.     On  August   ist  of  that 
year,  he  arrived  with  his  family  in  Elyria,  his 
point  of  destination,  just  three  months  after 
leaving  his  native  land.     His  health  having 
received  the  anticipated  benefit  by  traveling,  he 
soon  purchased  land  one  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Elyria,  erected  a  small  house,  and  be- 
gan the  improvement  of  a  homestead.    Work- 
ing with  a  hearty  good  will,  he  redeemed  a 
good  farm  from  the  timber  and  underbrush. 
Prosperity  smiled  on  his  efforts,  and  from  time 
to  time  he  bought  additional  land,  obtaining 
title  to  between  300  and  400  acres  of  as  highly 
improved  and  rich  land  as  could  be  found  in 
this  section  of  the  county.     He  was  a  man 
of  high  integrity,  much  esteemed  and  respected 
as  a  farmer  and  a  citizen,  and  his  death,  which 
occurred    February   7,    1874,   a   few  months 
after  that  of  his  wife,  was  a  loss  to  the  com- 
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munity.  To  him  and  his  wife  nine  children 
were  born,  namely:  Mrs.  A^nes  Theiss,  of 
Cleveland;  Mrs.  Margaretha  M.  Limb,  of 
Wooster;  Frederick  died  February  12,  1875; 
Mrs.  C.  Henrietta  Kreiger,  of  Wooster ;  Jacob 
E.,  of  Elyria  township;  Carrie  died  April  29, 
1910;  Charles  H. ;  John  G. ;  and  Sophia  C. 

John  G.  Schaible  and  Charles  H.  Schaible 
were  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  educated 
in  the  district  and  the  Elyria  schools.  After 
the  death  of  their  father  they  took  over  the 
homestead,  where  they  have  always  resided, 
and  have  continued  their  business  operations 
together  as  the  firm  of  Schaible  Brothers.  In 
addition  to  their  home  farm  of  sixty-five  acres, 
they  have  an  estate  of  130  acres  on  West 
Ridge,  Elyria  township.  In  i8qi  they  pur- 
chased the  Tyler  farm  of  sixty-four  acres, 
which  is  now  included  within  the  city  limits, 
and  have  platted  it,  forming  the  Schaible  Al- 
lotment, containing  350  city  lots.  _ 

For  more  than  twenty  years  Messrs  Schaible 
have  made  a  specialty  of  breeding  trotting 
horses,  being  among  the  most  prominent 
breeders  in  Northern  Ohio.  Among  the 
prominent  horses  they  have  bred  and  owned 
is  Schaible  Girl,  one  of  the  greatest  brood- 
mares in  the  world.  She  is  the  dam  of  Mam- 
brino  Queen  2:13^4*  now  in  the  imperial 
studs  of  Russia,  and  Fleetwood  2:13^4,  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  handsomest  stallions 
living,  at  present  at  the  head  of  the  imperial 
government  stud  of  Holland.  She  is  also  the 
dam  of  seven  others  that  have  taken  public 
records.  She  has  had  in  all  fourteen  foals  and 
all  those  trained  have  been  able  to  trot  in  2 :30. 
She  is  a  very  remarkable  mare  and  a  very 
great  producer  of  speed.  Messrs  Schaible 
have  owned  many  other  valuable  horses,  tak- 
ing a  great  deal  of  pride  in  breeding:  the  high- 
est and  best  type  of  the  light  harness  horse. 
At  the  head  of  their  stud  at  the  present  time 
is  the  stallion  Guywood,  sired  by  Guy  Wilkes 
2*15/4  (o'^c  of  the  best  sons  of  the  famous 
George  Wilkes),  out  of  the  great  mare  Schai- 
ble Girl.  Guywood  also  gives  promise  of  be- 
coming a  very  successful  sire  of  fa'st  trotters. 

In  1904  John  Schaible  invented  the  Lou 
Dillon  Tandem  Garden  Cultivator,  the  greatest 
labor  saving  garden  tool  ever  invented.  Each 
tool  can  be  raised  and  lowered  to  suit  the  con- 
ditions of  the  soil.  The  two  wheels  carry  the 
cultivator,  instead  of  the  operator.  In  1905 
Schaible  Brothers  were  instrumental  in  or- 
ganizing the  Schaible  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany,  of   which  John   Schaible   is   president. 


This  company  has  since  carried  on  a  flourish- 
ing business  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  this 
cultivator. 

John  Martix  Otterbacher. — Conspicuous 
among  the  long  established  and  prosperous 
merchants  of  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  is 
John  M.  Otterbacher,  who  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  financial,  business 
and  social  interests  of  this  section  of  the  state 
for  many  years,  and  is  in  every  way  well 
worthy  of  the  high  respect  in  which  he  is  so 
universally  held.  A  native  born  citizen  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  he  was  born,  June  3,  1855, 
in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county,  a  son 
of  John  Otterbacher. 

John  Otterbacher  was  born  in  181 5,  in 
Germany,  where  he  received  his  early  educa- 
tion, and  likewise  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  shoemaker's  trade.  After  his  marriage  to 
Regina  Bard  he  determined  to  try  his  fortunes 
in  the  New  World,  and  about  1840  came  with 
his  family  to  the  United  States,  locating  first 
in  Liverpool  township,  Medina  county,  where 
he  had  a  brother  living.  With  the  pitifully 
small  sum  of  fifty  cents  in  his  pockets,  he 
began  life  in  his  new  home,  working  for  a 
while  at  his  trade.  He  subsequently  took  up  a 
tract  of  wild  land^  and  with  the  other  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  place  endured  all  of  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  border  life.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1863,  he  passed  to  the  life  beyond,  leaving 
his  widow  with  five  children,  the  oldest  of 
whom  was  but  twelve  years  of  age,  while  the 
youngest  was  a  child  of  two  'years.  Although 
the  homestead  was  still  unpaid  for,  Mrs.  John 
Otterbacher  courageously  assumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  farm,  keeping  her  little  family 
with  her,  and  in  the  course  of  time  had  cleared 
the  place  from  debt  and  had  her  land  well 
improved  and  highly  productive.  She  con- 
tinued her  residence  on  the  homestead  for 
many  years,  but  spent  her  last  days  with  a 
daughter  in  York,  Medina  county,  dying  in 
1905,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years. 
She  bore  her  husband  twelve  children,  five 
of  whom  survive,  as  follows:  Hannah,  wife  of 
Louis  Marlock,  of  York,  Medina  county; 
Charles,  who  married  Emma  Fahrion,  daugh- 
ter of  Captain  Fahrion,  of  York,  Ohio,  lives  on 
the  old  home  farm;  John  Martin,  the  special 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Kate,  wife  of  John 
Morlock,  of  Medina  county;  and  Christian, 
engaged  in  the  harness  business  at  Greenwich, 
Ohio,  married  Martha  Guide,  daughter  of  John 
Guide,  of  Wellington,  Ohio. 
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Leaving  the  home  farm  at  the  ag;e  of  seven- 
teen years,  John  M.  Otterbacher  went  to  Me- 
dina, where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
three  years  at  the  trade  of  harness  maker,  re- 
ceiving in  addition  to  his  board  thirty  dollars 
the  first  year,  forty  dollars  the  second  year, 
and  eighty  dollars  the  third  year.  Locating 
in  Wellington  in  1876,  he  worked  as  a  journey- 
man at  his  trade  for  a  year,  and  then  bought 
out  the  business  of  Watts  &  Brenner,  harness 
makers  and  dealers.  The  shop  which  he  pur- 
chased was  a  small  building  in  the  rear  of  a 
shoe  store,  standing  two  doors  east  of  his 
present  store,  the  room  being:  twelve  feet  by 
twenty-four  feet  in  dimensions.  Two  years 
later,  Mr.  Otterbacher  enlarged  the  establish- 
ment, and  occupied  it  six  years  longer.  His 
trade  at  that  time  demanding  more  commo- 
dious quarters,  he  purchased  his  present  place 
of  business,  and  in  1882  erected  a  substantial 
business  block,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1895.  With  characteristic  enterprise  and 
forethought,  he  immediately  beg:an  the  erection 
of  his  present  good  business  block,  and  in 
sixty  days  was  carrying  on  work  at  his  old 
stand. 

In  addition  to  his  work  as  a  harness  manu- 
facturer and  dealer,  Mr.  Otterbacher  deals 
extensively  in  vehicles  of  all  kinds,  including 
wagons,  carriages,  buggies  and  automobiles, 
and  in  farm  implements  of  every  description, 
having  a  large,  profitable  trade  througfhout  this 
section  of  the  state,  being  one  of  the  largest 
dealers  in  Lorain  county. 

He  was  one  of-  the  organizers  of  the  com- 
pany which  built  the  Reserve  Building:  in  Well- 
ington, and  is  still  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
building.  He  was  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  the  Home  Savings  Bank  Company,  of 
which  he  is  vice-president,  and  since  its  organ- 
ization has  been  a  member  of  its  finance  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Otterbacher  married  Rosa  Fahrion,  who 
was  born  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  of  the  four 
children  born  of  their  union  three  died  in 
childhood,  and  one  is  living,  namely:  Harry 
C,  who  is  in  partnership  with  his  father. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Otterbacher  was  made  a 
Mason  in  1887;  joined  the  Knights  Templar, 
at  Norwalk,  Ohio,  in  1893 ;  became  a  member 
of  the  Consistory  in  i8q4  ;  and  a  Noble  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine  in  1895.  In  1878  he  joined  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  is  now 
a  member  of  the  Encampment,  and  of  the  Can- 
ton ;  he  also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
Politically   he    takes   great    interest    in   local. 


state  and  national  aflFairs,  and  has  served  as 
a  delegate  to  many  state  and  congressional 
conventions.  At  the  present  time  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  of  Wellington,  and 
an  ex-president  of  that  body.  He  is  also  ex- 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  at 
present  a  director  of  the  Obispo  Rubber  Plan- 
tation Company  of  Mexico,  with  headquarters 
in  New  York. 

Harry  Bland  Cook,  cashier  of  the  Kipton 
Banking  Company,  of  Kipton,  Ohio,  was  born 
in  Roanoke,  West  Virginia,  October  2,  1875, 
son  of  George  and  Eliza  (Bird)  Cook,  natives 
of  Highland  county,  Virginia,  the  latter  a 
daughter  of  John  Bird,  of  Virginia.  George 
Cook  was  a  farmer  in  Lewis  county,  West 
Virginia,  after  his  marriage,  and  died  there 
August  23,  1900,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years ;  his  widow  died  in  October,  IQ02,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- four.  They  had  four  sons  and 
eight  daughters. 

Harry  B.  Cook  resided  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the 
death  of  his  father  he  removed  to  Dennison, 
Tuscarawas  county,  Ohio,  where  he  became  a 
clerk  in  the  employ  of  the  Pennsylvania  Rail- 
way Company;  a  year  later  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Railroad 
Company  as  stenographer,  and  was  promoted 
from  the  position  of  chief  clerk  to  trainmaster. 
A  year  and  a  half  later  he  became  assistant 
cashier  of  Twin  City  National  Bank,  of  Den- 
nison, and  six  months  later  he  became  cashier, 
which  position  he  held  for  six  months.  Jan- 
uary 5,  1905,  Mr.  Cook  became  cashier  of  the 
Kipton  Banking  Company,  of  Kipton,  which 
position  he  still  fills.  He  is  a  keen  business 
man,  and  is  well  known  and  respected.  He 
is  a  Democrat,  and  is  now  serving  as  president 
of  the  board  of  education.  Mr.  Cook  is  a 
member  of  Mystic  Tie  Lodge,  No.  294, 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Uh- 
richsville,  also  Cyrus  Chapter  and  Gebal  Coun- 
cil, also  of  Uhrichsville. 

Mr.  Cook  married,  October  11,  1905,  Alice 
Marie  Breuchaud,  born  in  Los  Angeles,  Cali- 
fornia, daughter  of  Albert  and  Carola  (Rob- 
erts) Breuchaud,  natives  of  Switzerland.  Mr. 
Cook  and  his  wife  have  one  son,  Robert  Jack- 
son, born  March  29,  1907. 

Joshua  S.  Ely,  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
and  successful  of  the  agriculturists  of  this 
community,  was  born  in  Rootstown  township. 
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Portage  county,  February  i,  1852,  a  son  of 
Alexander  John  and  Jane  A.  (Hyland)  Ely, 
from  county  Leitrim,  Ireland.  He  is  a  grand- 
son of  Thomas  Ely  and  William  Hyland,  from 
the  Isle  of  Ely  in  England,  where  the  paternal 
family  owns  a  very  large  estate.  Alexander  J. 
and  Jane  A.  Ely  were  married  in  their  native 
land,  and  coming  soon  afterward  to  the  United 
States  they  stopped  for  a  time  in  Buffalo,  New 
York,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  shoe- 
making^.  From  Buffalo  they  came  to  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  at  a  time  when  the  city  contained 
but  thirteen  houses,  and  thence  soon  afterward 
to  Ravenna,  where  Mr.  Ely  conducted  a  shoe 
shop  for  some  years.  Coming  then  to  Roots- 
town  township  he  bought  fifty  acres  of  land, 
and  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  at  the  time  of  his  death  he 
owned  an  estate  of  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
acres,  while  in  addition  he  also  bought  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  in  Ashtabula  countv 
for  his  eldest  son,  John.  He  died  June  18, 
1883,  and  his  widow  survived  until  the  14th  of 
April,  1902.  The  seven  children  in  their 
family  were:  Elizabeth,  John,  Caleb,  Mary 
Ann,  William,  Alexander  and  Joshua. 

Joshua  S.  Ely  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  death,  in  the  meantime  attending 
the  district  schools  with  one  term  in  a  select 
school.  Buying  twelve  acres  from  his  father 
and  fifty-eight  acres  additional,  adjoining,  and 
inheriting  twenty-seven  acres  of  the  estate  at 
the  time  of  his  father's  death,  Mr.  Ely  and 
his  brothers  Alexander  and  Caleb  then  secured 
by  purchase  the  remainder  of  the  old  farm, 
and  he  now  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
acres,  all  in  one  tract,  and  eighty  acres  are 
under  cultivation,  the  remainder  being  timber 
and  pasture  land  with  the  exception  of  seven 
and  a  half  acres  which  is  a  part  of  Crystal 
Lake,  which  furnishes  the  water  supply  for 
the  city  of  Ravenna. 

Mr.  Ely  married  on  December  31,  1882, 
Ida  M.  Chapman,  born  in  Rootstown  township 
March  25,  1861,  a  daughter  of  Plimpton  O. 
and  Sarah  (Huffman)  Chapman,  of  the  same 
township.  She  is  a  granddaughter  of  Stephen 
and  Barbara  (Vaughn)  Chapman,  from  Con- 
necticut, and  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Reed) 
Huffman.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ely  have  two  chil- 
dren, Lloyd  G.  and  Lena  May.  The  son,  born 
November  19,  1884,  married  Myrtle  Deming, 
from  Rootstown  township,  and  they  reside 
with  his  parents.  The  daughter,  bom  Decem- 
ber 16,  1885,  is  the  wife  of  Calvin  P.  Likens, 
of  Ravenna,  and  they  have  two  children.  Pearl 
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Ida  and  Dorothy  May.  Mr.  Ely  is  a  Repub- 
lican politically,  and  he  has  served  as  presiding 
judge  of  elections,  as  a  committeeman  from 
district  No.  9,  and  many  years  as  a  member 
of  the  township's  board  of  education.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

William  P.  Murray. — A  scion  of  one  of 
the  honored  pioneer  families  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  William  P.  Murray  has  well  main- 
tained the  prestige  of  the  name,  through  his 
leal  and  loyal  service  and  productive  activities 
as  a  citizen  and  as  a  man  of  large  capitalistic 
and  business  interests.  He  is  one  of  the  repre- 
senative  factors  in  the  commercial  and  indus- 
trial affairs  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  his 
initiative  and  constructive  ability  have  been 
potent  in  the  advancing  of  the  varied  and  im- 
portant enterprises  with  which  he  has  identi- 
fied himself. 

William  Parmelee  Murray  was  born  at 
Mentor,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  on  the  12th  of 
July,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Sophro- 
nia  (Parmelee)  Murray,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  the  historic  old  Western 
Reserve,  within  the  borders  of  which  the  re- 
spective families  were  founded  in  the  early 
pioneer  days.  In  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  lines  Mr.  Murray  traces  his  lineage 
back  to  stanch  Scotch-Irish  stock,  the  Murray 
family  being  established  in  the  eastern  part  of 
Pennsylvania  prior  to  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  the  Parmelee  family  in  Connecticut. 
From  the  eastern  section  of  the  old  Keystone 
state  came  John  Murray,  who  was  the  founder 
of  the  family  in  Ohio  and  the  grandfather  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  review.  John 
Murray  made  the  trip  from  Pennsylvania  to 
Ohio  with  an  ox  team  and  established  his  home 
in  the  wilds  of  Lake  county.  He  settled  near 
the  present  village  of  Concord  and  he  did  well 
his  part  in  promoting  the  development  and 
progress  of  that  section  of  the  state,  where  he 
became  a  citizen  of  prominence  and  influence. 
Concerning  him  the  following  pertinent  state- 
ments have  been  made:  "At  the  time  of  his 
settlement  in  Lake  county  money  was  very 
scarce  in  the  new  country,  and  the  farmers 
wishing  to  obtain  money  for  exchange,  instead 
of  pelts,  hides,  etc.,  which  were  commonly 
used  as  current  funds,  sent  a  drove  of  cattle 
to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and  vicinity. 
John  Murray  was  quick  to  note  the  Dossibili- 
ties  of  that  line  of  business,  and  for  a  number 
of  years  he  continued  to  buy  cattle  and  drive 
them  through  to  Chester  and  Lancaster  coun- 
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ties,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  made  profitable 
disposition  of  the  stock.  He  thus  established 
a  successful  business,  and  eventually  he  found 
it  possible  to  engage  in  the  banking  business. 
He  organized  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Painesville,  whose  lineal  successor  is  the  pres- 
ent Painesville  National  Bank.  He  had 
almost  unlimited  credit  with  the  banks  of 
Cleveland  and  with  all  with  whom  he  trans- 
acted business.  Both  he  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Lake  county  until  the  close 
of  their  lives,  and  their  names  merit  enduring 
place  on  the  roll  of  the  sterling  pioneers  of 
the  Western  Reserve." 

Robert  Murray,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  became  associated  with  his  brothers  in 
driving  cattle  to  the  eastern  markets,  in  which 
line  of  enterprise  they  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness established  by  their  father  and  in  which 
they  continued  very  successfully  until  the  pro- 
viding of  railroad  facilities  rendered  it  un- 
profitable. Robert  Murray  became  one  of  the 
prominent  and  substantial  business  men  of 
Lake  county,  and  his  sterling  integrity  and 
other  excellent  traits  of  character  gave  him 
an  inviolable  place  in  popular  confidence  and 
esteem.  Concerning  his  career  as  a  cattle 
dealer  under  the  old  conditions  of  overland 
transportation  and  also  concerning  his  other 
business  activities  the  following  statements  are 
apropos  and  merit  reproduction  in  this  article : 
"^n  the  early  days  he  was  one  of  the  heaviest 
dealers  in  cattle  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and 
he  carried  large  amounts  of  money  in  his 
saddlebags  while  traveling  from  place  to  place. 
Like  his  father,  he  had  almost  unlimited  credit. 
During  the  period  of  the  Civil  war  he  did  an 
immense  business  in  driving  cattle  over  the 
Alleghany  mountains  to  be  used  as  beef  in  the 
eastern  markets.  For  some  time  he  was  con- 
nected with  the  Bank  of  Painesville,  and  with 
this  original  institution  and  its  successors  vari- 
ous members  of  the  family  have  been  asso- 
ciated from  the  time  of  its  organization.  From 
1845  "ntil  his  death,  at  the  venerable  age  of 
eighty-two  years,  he  resided  at  Mentor,  and  his 
old  homestead  property  there  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  son  William  P."  Mrs.  Soph- 
ronia  (Parmelee)  Murray  was  fifty-two  years 
of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death,  and  of  the  chil- 
dren two  sons  are  now  living-,  Robert  Murray 
was  originally  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican 
in  his  political  allegiance,  and  both  he  and 
his  wife  are  zealous  members  of  the  Methodist 
church. 

William  P.  Murray  is  indebted  to  the  public 


schools  of  his  native  village  of  Mentor  for  his 
early  educational  discipline,  and  he  was  grad- 
uated in  the  high  school  when  but  fourteen 
years  of  age.     At  the  age  of  fifteen  years  he 
left  the  parental  home  and  made  his  w^ay  to 
Cleveland  on  horseback.     In  this  citv  he  se- 
cured  the  position  of  office  boy  and  messenger 
for  the  banking  firm  of  E.  B.  Hale  &  Company. 
He  was  eventually  promoted  to  a  clerical  posi- 
tion  in   this   banking  institution,   with   w^hich 
he  continued  about  three  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which,  in  1873,  he  assumed  a  {X)sition 
of  responsibility  in  the  Merchants'   National 
Bank  of  Cleveland,  with  which  he  continued 
to  be  connected  until  April  i,  1881,  when  he 
resigned  his  position  to  identify  himself  with 
the   iron-ore  and  coal  trade  of  this   section. 
Associated  with  the  Cleveland  Furnace  Com- 
pany, engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pig  iron 
at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  he  went  with  this  Com- 
pany, where  he  remained  in  an  executive  capa- 
city for  two  years.    In  1883  he  became  travel- 
ing   representative    of    the    Tod-Stambaugh 
Company,  for  which  he  first  engaged  in  selling 
pig  iron,  later  selling  coal.    With  this  concern 
he  remained  until  1888,  when  he  established 
the  coal  department  of  the  business  of  the  firm 
of  Pickands,  Mather  &  Company,  with  which 
important  Cleveland  concern  he  has  since  been 
actively  identified  as  an  interested  principal. 
Under  his  able  direction  the  coal  business  of 
the   concern   has  been   amplified  to  immense 
proportions,  and  extensive  shipments  are  made 
each  year  throughout  the  west  and  northwest. 
Mr.  Murray  is  also  a  large  stockholder  and  a 
director  of  the  Huron   Barge  Company,  the 
Inter-Lake     Company     and     the     Ashtabula 
Steamship  Company,  all  of  which  are  promin- 
ent in  connection  with  lake-marine  transpor- 
tation.   Mr.  Murray  is  recognized  as  a  man  of 
fine  initiative  and  administrative  powers,  and 
through    his    well    directed    efforts    he    has 
achieved  large  success  as  one  of  the  veritable 
''captains  of  industry"  in  his  native  state. 

Essentially  and  primarily  a  business  man, 
AEr.  Murray  has  never  cared  to  enter  the  tur- 
bulence of  "practical  polities''  and  has  per- 
sistently refused  to  become  a  candidate  for 
public  office,  though  he  accords  stanch  support 
to  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the 
Republican  party  stands  sponsor.  He  is  affil- 
iated with  Tyrian  Lodge,  Free  &  Accepted 
Masons ;  the  Royal  Arch  Masons :  Holy- 
rood  Commandery,  Knights  Templar;  and 
Al  Koran  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
of    the    Nobles    of    the    Mystic    Shrine.      In 
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local  civic  organizations  of  representative 
character  he  is  found  identified  with  the 
Union,  Euclid,  Roadside,  and  Tavern  Clubs, 
the  Hermits  and  the  Cleveland  Athletic  Club, 
of  which  last  mentioned  he  has  been  president 
since  1908,  besides  which  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Duquesne  Club,  of  Pittsburg;,  and  the  El- 
licott  Square  and  Buffalo  Clubs  of  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  New  York.  Mrs.  Murray  is  a 
member  of  the  Episcopal  church,  and  her  hus- 
band contributes  to  it  although  not  a  member. 
On  the  3rd  of  October,  1877,  was  solemnized 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Murray  to  Miss  Jeannie 
C.  Castle,  daughter  of  Reuben  S.  Castle,  a 
venerable  and  highly  honored  citizen  of  Me- 
dina, New  York,  where  he  still  maintains  his 
home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murray  have  two  chil- 
dren— Helen  and  Margaret. 

Georgk  B.  Bailev. — Active  and  enterpris- 
ing, George  B.  Bailey,  of  Russia  township,  is 
carrying  on  mixed  farming  with  unquestioned 
ability  and  success  on  the  farm  where  his 
birth  occurred,  January  14,  1868,  and  where 
a  large  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent.  He  is 
a  son  of  the  late  George  B.  Bailey,  Sr.,  and 
comes  of  honored  New  England  ancestry,  his 
father,  and  his  grandfather,  Captain  Omar 
Bailey,  having  been  born  and  bred  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Born,  September  4,  1806,  Captain  Omar 
Bailey  grew  to  manhood  in  the  old  Bay  state, 
living  there  about  five  years  after  his  marriage. 
Migrating  to  Lorain  county,  Ohio,  in  1833,  he 
lived  a  little  while  in  Henrietta  township  from 
there  coming  to  Russia  township.  Locating 
about  two  miles  north  of  Oberlin,  he  bought 
sixty-five  acres  of  land,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  death,  April 
26,  1886.  In  addition  to  farming,  he  manu- 
factured lumber,  establishing  the  first  saw  mill 
in  Russia  township.  He  was  influential  in 
local  affairs,  serving  for  sometime  as  captain 
of  a  company  of  militia,  and  belonging  to  the 
first  township  board  of  education.  He  furn- 
ished the  lumber  used  in  the  first  school  build- 
ing erected  in  the  district  in  which  he  lived, 
and  likewise  furnished  the  lumber  used  in  the 
construction  of  the  first  church  erected  in  the 
township.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  belonged  to  the 
First  Congregational  church,  being  one  of  its 
influential  members.  He  married  May  4,  1828, 
in  Andover,  Massachusetts,  Clarissa  Peabody, 
who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  September 
8,  1803,  and  died  September  12,  1879,  i"  Rus- 


sia township,  Ohio.  Four  children  were  born 
of  their  union,  as  follows :  a  child  that  died  in 
infancy ;  George  B.  Sr.,  father  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch ;  Omar  and  Otis,  twins.  Otis  died 
in  childhood.  Omar  became  a  prominent 
lawyer  in  Lorain  county,  and  died  August  19, 
1889,  ^g^^  fifty-seven  years. 

Cjeorge  B.  Bailey  was  born  in  Lowell,  Mas- 
sachusetts, December  22,  18.^0,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Russia 
township,  where  his  parents  settled  when  he 
was  a  small  child.  He  resided  on  the  home 
farm  until  twenty-five  years  of  age,  after 
which  he  was  employed  for  two  years  in  the 
saw  mill  belonging  to  one  of  his  maternal 
uncles.  In  1857  he  moved  on  to  a  farm  which 
he  had  previously  purchased,  and  began  his 
active  career  as  an  agriculturist,  having  sixty 
acres  of  land  at  first.  Prosperity  smiled  upon 
him,  and  he  made  other  judicious  investments 
in  real  estate,  becoming  owner  of  240  acres  of 
valuable  land,  all  lying  within  two  and  one-half 
miles  of  Oberlin.  Always  active  in  politics,  he 
was  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  in  addition  to  serving  on  the  local  school 
board  for  twenty-three  years  was  for  a  num- 
ber of  terms  township  trustee. 

On  April  5,  1855,  George  B.  Bailey,  Sr., 
married  Charlotte  M.  Viets,  who  was  born  in 
Pawlet,  Vermont,  November  14,  1832,  and 
came  to  Ohio  to  attend  Oberlin  Colleee.  After 
completing  her  education,  she  taught  school 
for  a  time  in  Russia  township,  resigning  her 
position  when  ready  to  marry.  After  her  mar- 
riage to  Mr.  Bailey,  her  parents,  Seth  and 
Arabella  (Taylor)  Viets,  left  their  Vermont 
home,  and  came  to  Russia  township  to  live. 
Buying  a  farm  near  that  of  Captain  Omar 
Bailey,  they  there  spent  their  remaining,  years, 
Mr.  Viets  dying  October  5,  i860,  and  Mrs. 
Viets  Jaimary  16,  1879.  Beaman  Viets,  their 
other  child,  is  now  a  resident  of  Oberlin. 
George  B.  Bailey,  Sr.,  died  March  26,  1906, 
and  his  wife  survived  him  until  January  17, 
1907.  They  were  members  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational church.  Four  children  blessed 
their  union,  as  follows:  Ella  M.,  widow  of 
F.  B.  Wakefield,  resides  in  Seattle,  Washing- 
ton ;  Seth  O.,  of  South  Amherst,  Ohio ;  George 
B.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  and  Maud  G., 
wife  of  S.  A.  Kemp,  of  Fremont,  Ohio. 

After  leaving  the  district  schools  George  B. 
Bailey  attended  Oberlin  Academy  and  the 
Oberlin  Business  College,  obtaining  an  ex- 
cellent education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he   went   to   Minnesota,  where  for  a  year  he 
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worked  in  a  general  store.  Returning  to  Rus- 
sia township,  he  remained  with  his  parents  un- 
til becoming  a  benedict,  when  he  took  up  his 
residence  in  Elyria,  where  he  was  variously 
occupied  for  a  time.  Going  then  to  Lorain,  he 
was  in  the  railroad  employ  for  a  year,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Elyria,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  teaming  and  contracting  until  1904. 
Mr.  Bailey  then  came  back  to  the  parental 
homestead,  and  at  the  death  of  his  father  be- 
came owner  of  the  homestead  property,  and 
of  140  acres  of  land.  This  estate  he  is  carrying 
on  most  successfully,  each  year  adding  to  its 
improvements  and  to  its  value.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  affiliations,  and  a  member 
of  the  local  Grange. 

Mr.  Bailey  married,  December  22^  1891, 
Elizabeth  Merthe,  who  was  bom  in  North 
Amherst,  Lorain  county,  January  14,  1865,  be- 
ing the  fifth  child  in  succession  of  birth  of  the 
family  of  eleven  children  born  to  Henry  and 
Eliza  (Heusner)  Merthe.  The  father,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  came  to  America  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  years,  and  located  in  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  where,  April  18,  1855,  he  mar- 
ried Eliza  Heusner,  who  came  from  the 
Fatherland  with  her  parents  to  Ohio  when  a 
child  of  six  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Lowell 
O.,  born  December  22,  1893  and  died  in  in- 
fancy, August  10,  1894 ;  Dortha  B.,  born  April 
16,  1^6,  and  Ruth  M.,  born  June  19,  1908. 

Clifford  W.  Fuller. — A  representative 
member  of  the  legal  profession  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  a  scion  of  one  of  the  old  and  hon- 
ored families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  and  a 
veteran  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  Captain 
Clifford  W.  Fuller  is  eminently  entitled  to 
consideration  in  this  publication  f)ertaining  to 
the  Western  Reserve  and  its  people. 

Captain  Fuller  was  born  in  Garrettsville, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Sherman  W.  and  Flora 
(Case)  Fuller,  both  natives  of  the  state  of 
Connecticut  and  both  of  whom  died  in  Gar- 
rettsville, Ohio,  after  having  attained  the  age 
of  nearly  three  score  years.  The  Fuller  family 
is  of  English  lineage  and  was  founded  in  New 
England  when  that  section  of  our  national 
domain  was  still  a  colony  of  the  British  em- 
pire. Sherman  W.  Fuller  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  commonwealth  and  there 
maintained  his  home  until  he  immigrated  to 
the  Western  Reserve  in  Ohio  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  the  village  of  Garrettsville,  Ohio, 


where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business 
for  many  years  and  where  he  became  a  promi- 
nent and  influential  citizen.  He  was  active  in 
civic  affairs  in  his  community  and  was  called 
upon  to  serve  in  various  local  oflfices  of  trust. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party  at  the  time  of  its  organization  and  ever 
afterward  continued  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
principles  and  policies.  He  and  his  wife  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Garrettsville  until  their 
death.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living,  namely: 
Elmer  E.,  May  M.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Albert 
M.  Ryder,  and  Blanche,  who  is  the  i^ndow  of 
Everett  B.  Case,  all  residing  in  Garrettsville: 
George  H.,  who  is  practicing  medicine  in 
Tuscola,  Illinois,  and  Clifford  W.,  whose 
name  initiates  this  article. 

Clifford  W.  Fuller  passed  his  boyhood  days 
in  his  native  village,  to  whose  public  schools 
he  is  indebted  for  his  preliminary  educational 
discipline.  He  then  entered  Allegheny  Col- 
lege at  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  in  which  in- 
stitution he  completed  an  academic  course  and 
was  graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  '^\ 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Later  he 
did  effective  post-graduate  work  and  won  the 
degrees  of  Master  of  Arts  and  Doctor  of 
Philosophy,  pro  merito,  which  were  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  alma  mater.  For  a  period  of 
four  years,  Mr.  Fuller  was  a  successful  and 
popular  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  with- 
in this  time  he  was  principal  of  the  higji  school 
at  Garrettsville  and  superintendent  of  schoiVi< 
at  Chardon,  Ohio.  While  following  the  peda- 
gogic profession,  he  began  reading  law  under 
able  preceptorship  and  with  well  directed  am- 
bition. Such  was  his  progress  in  the  assimila- 
tion of  the  principles  of  the  science  of  juris- 
prudence that  he  gained  admission  to  the  bar 
of  the  state  of  Ohio  in  1890.  In  the  following 
year  he  took  up  his  residence  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  where  he  formed  a  professional 
association  with  Henry  C.  Ranney,  and  they 
have  ever  since  maintained  this  effective  al- 
liance. They  control  a  large  and  representa- 
tive clientage,  their  particular  lines  being^  in- 
surance, corporation  and  estate  work.  Mr. 
Fuller  has  well  demonstrated  his  pow^ers  as 
an  able  trial  lawyer  and  as  a  safe  and  con- 
servative counselor.  He  has  appeared  in  con- 
nection with  much  important  litigation  in  the 
state  and  federal  courts  and  holds  a  high  rep- 
utation in  the  circles  of  the  profession. 

He  tendered  his  services  to  his  country  at 
the  inception  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  in 
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which  he  served  as  captain  of  Company  I, 
Tenth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  saw 
active  service  in  the  campaign  in  Cuba,  and 
from  which  he  received  his  honorable  dis- 
charge after  the  close  of  hostilities.  He  is 
commander  of  the  Ohio  State  Commandery 
of  the  Military  Order  of  Foreign  Wars,  and  a 
member  of  the  Naval  and  Military  Order  of 
the  United  States. 

In  politics,  while  never  a  seeker  of  official 
preferment,  Mr.  Fuller  is  arrayed  as  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  cause  of  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland  Chamber  of 
Commerce  and  chairman  of  its  committee  on 
legislation.  He  is  affiliated  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  direct- 
ors of  the  Cleveland  Athletic  Club,  and  also 
holds  membership  in  the  University  Club,  the 
Row  f ant  Club,  the  Hermit  Club,  and  the  Phi 
Gamma  Delta  Club  of  New  York.  He  is  sec- 
retary of  the  following  institutions :  The  John 
Huntington  Art  &  Polytechnic  Trust,  The 
John  Huntington  Benevolent  Trust,  and  The 
Cleveland  Museum  of  Art  (building  com- 
mittee). He  is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of 
The  Royal  Tourist  Car  Company,  of  which 
incorporation  he  is  also  secretary.  He  enjoys 
marked  popularity  in  both  the  business  and 
social  circles  of  the  **Forest  City*'  and  is  a 
loyal  and  progressive  citizen.  The  character 
of  the  various  organizations  with  which  he  is 
associated  indicates  the  broad  nature  of  his 
interests  other  than  his  profession. 

Loyal  Hart  Tillotson,  M.  D.  was  bom 
at  Thompson,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  February 
4,  i860,  and  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Elbert  D.  and 
Jane  (Hart)  Tillotson,  and  grandson  of  Dr. 
Loyal  Tillotson.  His  great-grandfather  was 
Adonijah  Tillotson  who  married  Mary  Allen. 
Her  father  was  Jonathan  Allen  who  was  of 
Revolutionary  fame,  and  contrary  to  the  pre- 
vailing Tillotson  family  religion,  which  was 
Presbyterian,  he  was  a  Methodist.  Adoni- 
jah's  father  was  John  Tillotson  who  was  bom 
in  1725,  and  died  near  Unionville,  Connecticut, 
April  15,  1775. 

Several  generations  back  brings  us  to  John 
Tillotson,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  He  was 
born  October,  1630,  at  Sowerby,  in  the  parish 
of  Halifax  in  Yorkshire,  England,  died  No- 
vember, 1694,  and  was  the  oldest  son  of  Robert 
Tillotson  by  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Dob- 
son  of  the  same  place.  His  father  was  a  zeal- 
ous Puritan,  a  substantial  clothier  there  and 
was  a  man  of  acknowledged  piety  and  re- 


markable for  his  profound  knowledge  of  the 
Scriptures  and  the  system  of  Calvin  which  he 
professed. 

Archbishop  Tillotson  married  Elizabeth 
French,  daughter  of  the  canon  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  and  a  niece  of  Oliver  Crom- 
well. His  biographers,  notably  Macaulay's 
history.  Birch,  Burnett  and  his  contemporaries 
represent  him  to  be  the  greatest  preacher  of 
his  times,  and  of  high  intellectual  attainments. 
He  received  his  early  education  among  the 
Puritans,  and  though  he  had  freer  notions,  he 
still  adhered  to  the  strictness  of  life  to  which 
he  was  bred,  and  retained  a  just  value  and  a 
due  tenderness  for  men  of  that  persuasion, 
and  conformed  to  the  Church  of  England. 
Several  editions  of  his  sermons  have  been 
translated  into  French  and  German.  His 
style  is  remarkable  chiefly  for  its  simplicity 
and  clearness,  and  in  this  respect  it  mir- 
rored his  candor  and  sincerity.  His  ser- 
mons, says  Burnett,  were  so  well  heard  and 
liked,  and  so  much  read,  that  all  the  nation 
proposed  him  as  a  pattern  and  studied  to  copy 
after  him.  The  result  was  seen  in  the  general 
tone  of  his  preaching,  which  was  practicable 
rather  than  theological.  Addison  considered 
his  writings  as  models  of  language.  So  highly 
was  the  great  preacher  esteemed,  for  his  noble 
character  and  his  lovable  qualities,  that  at  his 
death  King  William  himself  was  moved  to  ex- 
claim, **I  have  lost  the  best  friend  that  I  ever 
had  and  the  best  man  that  I  ever  knew."  The 
expense,  the  payment  of  his  predecessor's 
debts,  which  he  took  upon  himself,  and  the 
liberal  discharge  of  the  duties  of  charity  and 
hospitality  which  belonged  to  his  station  had 
so  exhausted  his  income,  that  at  his  death,  it 
was  found  that  all  which  remained  for  the 
support  of  his  family  consisted  of  a  great 
number  of  manuscript  sermons  the  copyright 
of  which  was  sold  for  2,500  guineas.  Such  a 
price  had  never  before  been  given  in  England 
for  any  copyright  and  for  many  years  their 
popularity  remained  unrivaled.  On  his  death. 
King  William  granted  his  widow  a  pension 
of  400  pounds  a  year  for  her  life  to  which 
200  pounds  were  added  three  years  afterwards, 
and  which  she  continued  to  enjoy  till  her  death 
on  the  20th  of  January,  1702. 

Adonijah  Tillotson  was  one  of  three 
brothers,  Col.  Matthew,  John  and  himself, 
who  lived  on  adjoining  farms  in  the  town 
of  Genoa,  near  Northville,  Cayuga  county, 
New  York.  Adonijah  lived  to  be  ninety-two 
years   of  age   and  had  fifteen  children,   ten 
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sons  and  Hxe  daughters,  fourteen  of  whom 
reached  aduh  life.  About  the  year  1816  he 
came  to  Thompson,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  and 
purchased  1,173  acres  of  land  at  one  dollar 
I)er  acre.  This  land  was  divided  among,  five 
sons,  who  came  later,  namely :  Loyal,  Marcus, 
Darius,  Augustus  and  Ashbel.  Loyal,  the 
oldest  of  this  large  family  came  to  Ohio  in 
1 819  and  cleared  three  acres  of  land.  After 
sowing  this  he  returned  and  was  married  to 
Eliza  San  ford  of  Scipio,  New  York,  January, 
1820.  With  his  bride  and  brother  Marcus,  he 
started  for  their  future  home,  driving  a  yoke 
of  oxen  hitched  to  a  sled.  When  thev  reached 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  the  snow  left  them  and 
they  had  to  come  the  rest  of  the  way  in  a 
wagon.  They  lived  in  a  log  house  and  had  to 
live  very  economically.  Marcus  found  a  bee 
tree  and  gathered  a  quantity  of  honey  and  with 
wild  game  and  johnny  cake  they  managed  to 
live  luxuriously  for  a  time.  Loyal  taught 
school  w^inters  and  was  one  of  the  school  ex- 
aminers for  several  years.  About  the  year 
1828  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  taking 
up  the  practice  a  few  years  later.  He  was 
of  the  Thompsonian  School  and  later  became 
an  Eclectic.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  anti- 
slavery  men  in  this  part  of  the  state.  He  died 
February  8,  1873,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

The  following  is  quoted  from  the  sketch  of 
his  life,  written  by  the  correspondent  of  the 
Geauga  RcpMican, 

"Dr.  Loyal  Tillotson  resided  here  for  some 
fifty  years,  he  mingled  much  with  the  families 
of  the  community,  and  of  course  his  life  was 
thoroughly  interwoven  with  all,  and  so  his 
loss  is  deeply  felt.  To  speak  of  him  in  lan- 
guage that  shall  speak  his  worth  is  what  I  can- 
not do.  Identified  with  the  Presbyterian  church 
soon  after  its  formation  in  this  place,  though 
Congregational  in  his  views  of  church  policy, 
yet  for  several  vears  he  was  one  of  the  deacons, 
and  when,  in  1836,  some  twenty  or  more  de- 
clared for  New  England  Congregationalism, 
he  was  active  in  the  formation  of  the  new 
church,  and  was  an  officer  and  leading  mem- 
ber, doing  much  to  build  up  and  supply,  con- 
tributing largely  to  all  the  required  funds.  His 
practice  of  medicine  was  widely  extended  and 
much  sought  and  he  continued  it  till  a  few 
months  since,  when  obliged  to  yield,  he  sunk 
down  worn  with  midnight  rides  and  contention 
with  storms." 

A  closing  paragraph  from  his  funeral  ser- 
mon, preached  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Page,  on  the  nth 
of  February,  taken  from  the  "Pioneers'  His- 


tory of  Geauga  County,  1880,"  is  as  follows: 

"Our  dear  personal  friend  and  brother. 
whose  death  we  this  dav  lament,  lived  and 
died  in  the  Lord.  He  knew  what  it  is  to  have 
fellowship  with  the  Son  of  God — For  him  t«j 
live  was  Christ — He  lived,  vet  not  he.  for 
Christ  lived  in  him.  Through  many  years  his 
tenderest  sympathies,  his  profoundest  convic- 
tions, were  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  and 
work  of  his  Master.  Gifted  by  nature  as  few 
men  are,  of  daring  and  inquiring  mind,  ready 
to  investigate  any  of  the  social,  scientific,  or 
religious  problems  of  this  thinking  age.  he  yet 
clung  tenaciously  to  the  Cross  of  Christ,  and 
the  fundamental  principles  of  our  holy  Chris- 
tianity. 

"It  was  not  my  privilege  to  know  him  in 
the  strength  of  his  manhood,  but.  in  his  de- 
clining days,  I  learned  both  to  respect  and 
honor  him.  He  had  a  noble  mind,  a  great  and 
generous  soul.  As  I  tried  to  preach  the 
gosi>el,  his  evident  sympathy,  his  intelligent 
appreciation,  were  an  inspiration,  and  when 
sickness  kept  him  from  the  public  service,  I 
felt  that  a  real  vacancy  had  occurred. 

"In  a  long  and  extensive  practice  of  forty- 
five  years,  no  poor  man  applied  in  vain  for 
professional  aid,  and  he  in  no  single  instance 
resorted  to  legal  measures  to  secure  his  dues. 
I  believe  he  had  large  and  just  views  of  life. 
His  object  in  life  was  not  to  amass  wealth. 
but  to  get  and  do  good.  He  often  said  to  me. 
'When  I  can  do  no  more  good  I  wish  to  die/ 

"During  our  protracted  religious  meetings 
he  was  very  anxious  for  our  success.  He 
longed  to  be  present  at  our  gatherings,  and 
being  deprived  this  privilege,  his  constant 
prayer  at  his  home  was  that  his  brethren  nii.e^ht 
be  spiritually  strengthened,  and  sinful  men 
converted.  The  night  he  died  he  refrained 
from  retiring  until  his  family  returned  from 
service,  that  he  might  know  the  result. 

"But  he  has  gone.  The  community  has  lost 
an  estimable  and  honored  citizen,  and  an  in- 
telligent, generally  successful  practitioner  of 
medicine.  His  bereaved  wife  has  lost  a  loving 
and  faithful  husband,  and  his  children  an  in- 
dulgent and  tender  father.  Take  him  all  in  all 
we  shall  not  soon  look  upon  his  like  again. 
The  gallant  ship  which  so  long  battled  the 
storms  and  waves  of  life's  sea,  has  at  last  cast 
anchor  in  the  haven  of  eternal  rest.  The  great, 
restless  brain,  whose  thoughts  were  ever  on 
and  on,  has  solved  the  problem  of  life,  and 
the  soul  which  beat  with  so  much  love  and 
sympathy  toward  all  men.    unclogged    from 
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cumbersome  clay,  has  risen  to  the  fellowship  of 
the  good  of  all  ages/' 

Dr.  Tillotson,  grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  the  father  of  five  children, 
namely:  Augustus,  a  physician,  who  died  at 
Iowa  City,  Iowa ;  George  Sanford,  now  living 
on  the  old  homestead,  where  the  old  doctor's 
office  still  stands,  is  nearly  eighty-seven  years 
of  age ;  Elbert  D. ;  Myra,  who  lived  in  Cleve- 
land and  died  June  1909,  aged  eighty-eight 
years;  and  Sophronia,  a  twin  of  Sanford,  who 
died  in  1904,  aged  eighty-one  years. 

Elbert  Delectus  Tillotson,  youngest  son  of 
Dr.  Loyal  Tillotson,  was  bom  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Thompson,  September  2^,  1828.  He 
studied  medicine  and  proposed  to  adopt  the 
medical  profession,  but  remained  for  several 
years  at  home  caring  for  his  father's  farm  and 
business.  He  married  Jane  Adelia,  daughter 
of  Salmon  Hart,  of  Montville,  Geauga  county, 
in  January,  1857.  ^^^^  birth  occurred  Septem- 
ber 6,  1839,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four  years.  They  lived  seven  years  in  Thomp- 
son where  their  four  children  were  born.  They 
moved  to  Leroy,  Lake  county,  in  1864,  living 
there  twelve  years.  He  took  up  the  practice 
of  medicine  late  in  life,  making  catarrh  and 
chronic  diseases  a  specialty.  Energy,  prompt- 
ness and  integrity  characterized  hif.  business 
transactions.  In  1876  he  moved  to  Galesburg, 
Michigan,  where  he  lived  nearly  two  years,  but 
the  climate  not  being  conducive  to  his  health 
he  returned  to  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  soon  after 
had  a  paralytic  stroke,  and  in  the  summer  of 
1878  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Thomp- 
son, where  on  the  morning  of  October  14, 
1878,  he  passed  to  the  life  beyond. 

Their  children  were  born  as  follows:  Elva, 
born  January  24,  1858,  wife  of  Fred  Mason, 
a  retired  farmer,  residing  at  Painesville ;  Loyal 
Hart;  Earl  Sanford,  born  February  24,  1862, 
one  of  the  largest  stock  dealers  in  northern 
( )hio,  living  in  East  Painesville ;  and  Luean 
Elbert,  born  July  8,  1864,  a  farmer  of  East 
Toledo.  Ohio. 

Dr.  Loyal  Hart  Tillotson  spent  his  early 
years  on  the  farm  at  Thompson  and  Leroy, 
( )hio.  It  was  at  the  common  district  and  select 
schools  of  these  places  that  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  began  laying  the  educational  foundation 
and  the  formation  of  habits  of  general  study 
and  learning,  and  the  ways  and  methods  of  in- 
vestigation and  application  which  were  des- 
tined to  have  a  powerful  influence  to  his  future 
advancement  to  the  head  of  the  great  pro- 
fession  which   he   chose,   and   rendered    him 


prominent  as  an  able  and  successful  medical 
practitioner  in  later  years. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  went  with  his 
father  and  family  to  Galesburg,  Michigan,  at 
which  place  and  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  he  con- 
tinued his  studies,  and  general  preparation  for 
a  future  field  of  labor  and  finally  selected  and 
settled  upon  the  medical  profession  as  a  life 
work.  Accordingly  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years  he  began  the  reading  of  medicine,  and 
after  devoting  the  necessary  time  and  diligent 
application  to  his  duties,  he  graduated  with 
high  honors  in  the  class  of  1885  at  the  Cleve- 
land Homeopathic  Hospital  College.  Whilst 
there  pursuing  his  general  studies  he  in  ad- 
dition took  a  full  course  of  clinical  instruction 
in  the  Huron  Street  Hospital  at  Cleveland. 
Having,  finished  his  preparation,  Dr.  Tillotson 
had  the  pleasure  at  his  old  home  in  Thompson, 
of  taking  up  the  very  practice  the  foundation 
of  which  had  been  laid  by  his  grandfather  in 
former  years,  and  continuing  it  for  a  period  of 
three  years  with  great  success,  and  genuine 
pleasure  to  himself  and  undoubted  value  to  his 
patients.  This  field  quickly  proved  too  limited 
for  Dr.  Tillotson's  growing  prestige,  and  he 
was  solicited  by  many  citizens  and  friends  to 
move  to  Painesville  whither  his  reputation  as 
an  able  physician  and  skillful  surgeon  had 
already  preceded  him.  Here  in  this  beau- 
tiful city  and  intelligent  community  the  doctor 
has  ever  since  resided  with  his  family ;  and 
here  he  has  built  up  among  his  neighbors  and 
friends  a  lucrative  and  ever  growing  practice 
which  he  richly  deserves  and  enjoys. 

Not  only  in  this  locality,  but  in  surrounding 
towns  and  villages,  where  he  has  often  been 
called  in  consultation,  he  has  found  fields  for 
increased  usefulness  and  opportunity. 

Dr.  Tillotson  is  a  member  of  the  Cleveland 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society,  the  Ohio  State 
Homoeopathic  Medical  Society  and  the  Amer- 
ican Institute  of  Homoeopathy. 

On  May  19,  1887,  he  was  joined  in  marriage 
with  Lillian  M.,  youngest  daughter  of  Nelson 
and  Rosetta  Garis,  born  at  the  family  home- 
stead in  Thompson.  She  was  a  popular  teacher 
for  several  years  previous  to  her  marriage,  en- 
tering, that  vocation  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen 
years.  The  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
sons,  Loyal  Garis,  a  graduate  of  the  Paines- 
ville high  school  and  now  a  college  student, 
and  Paul  Elbert,  a  high  school  student  in 
Painesville.  The  doctor  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
of  Painesville,  in  which  himself  and  wife  have 
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been  workers  for  more  than  twenty  years,  the 
boys  also  participating  in  the  activities  of 
church  and  Sabbath  school. 

David  Jennings  Dulmage,  who  passed 
away  on  March  12,  1904,  is  well  remembered 
as  among  the  agricultural  residents  of  this 
community,  a  man  highly  respected  and  re- 
vered. He  was  bom  in  Canada  in  March  of 
1822,  and  coming  to  the  states  with  his  par- 
ents he  became  a  resident  of  Kirtland,  Ohio, 
and  later  of  Russia  township,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio.  He  was  married  first  to  Roxanna  Ax- 
tell,  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  pioneer 
residents  of  Russia  township,  Daniel  Axtell, 
and  the  four  children  of  that  union  who  lived 
to  mature  years  are:  Manley,  whose  home  is 
in  Chicago,  Illinois ;  Anson,  of  Oberlin,  Ohio ; 
Carrie,  who  married  William  Hook  and  lives 
in  the  state  of  Washington;  and  Arthur,  also 
in  Oberlin.  A  few  years  after  his  first  mar- 
riage Mr.  Dulmage  went  to  Wisconsin  and 
spent  some  years  in  that  state,  and  returning 
bought  the  old  Axtell  farm  in  Russia  township, 
and  there  his  wife  died.  He  married  later. 
January  3,  1872,  Mrs.  Martha  M.  (Fairchild) 
Axtell,  who  was  born  June  i,  1824,  in  Paines- 
ville,  Ohio,  a  daughter  of  Elam  and  Lydia 
(Wilcox)  Fairchild,  the  father  from  Danbury, 
Connecticut,  and  the  mother  from  Otsego 
county.  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fairchild 
were  married  in  the  latter  county,  and  soon 
afterward  they  located  in  Evansville,  Indiana, 
where  they  resided  for  a  few  years  and  then 
sought  a  home  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  where  Mr. 
Fairchild  followed  carpentering.  After  a  resi- 
dence in  Kirtland  and  Willoughby  he  in  1840 
purchased  and  moved  to  a  farm  in  Amherst 
township,  and  in  1866  moved  from  there  to 
Kent,  Ohio,  but  one  year  after  this  latter  move 
bought  a  farm  in  Stow  township,  Summit 
county,  near  Silver  Lake,  and  lived  there  for 
six  years,  moving  then  to  South  Amherst, 
where  he  lived  retired  and  where  he  died  on 
December  21,  1882,  aged  ninety  years,  his  wife 
passing  away  a  year  afterward  in  1884,  on 
January  5,  in  her  eighty-fourth  year. 

At  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Dulmage 
Mrs.  Dulmage  was  the  widow  of  Daniel  Ax- 
tell, Jr.,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  Maine, 
and  they  were  married  December  28,  1845. 
He  was  a  son  of  Daniel  Axtell.  Sr.,  and  died 
January  5,  1862.  Mr.  Axtell,  Jr.,  was  by  the 
Democratic  party  elected  to  many  offices  of  his 
community,  serving  as  a  town  clerk,  as  an  as- 
sessor and  for  many  years  and  until  his  death 


was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  He  was  honored 
in  all  the  walks  of  life,  and  his  memory  is  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  who  had  the  pleas- 
ure of  his  acquaintance.  Three  children  were 
bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Axtell:  William  W.,  of 
Columbus,  Ohio ;  L.  Jeanette,  who  served  three 
years  as  a  trained  nurse  in  Lakeside  Hospital, 
Cleveland,  was  then  a  private  nurse  for  eight 
years,  and  from  1895  until  the  death  of  her 
mother  she  lived  with  her  on  Spring  street  in 
Amherst;  and  Emily  C,  the  wife  of  Hiram 
Belden,  living  in  North  Olmstead,  Cuyahoga 
county,  their  four  children  being  Leland  A., 
Mildred  G.,  Ralph  D.  and  Kenneth  K. 

After  his  second  marriage  Mr.  Dulmage 
lived  on  his  farm  in  Russia  township  until 
moving  to  Amherst  in  1885,  renting  his  farm  at 
that  time,  but  later  he  disposed  of  the  same. 
His  death  occurred  while  he  was  visiting-  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  Anson,  at  Oberlin.  and 
he  was  buried  at  South  Amherst.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church.  ^Irs. 
Dulmage  survived  her  husband  but  a  few 
years,  passing  away  on  April  5,  19 10.  Her 
religious  life  began  when  she  was  a  child,  and 
some  time  in  her  early  womanhood  she  united 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  A  quar- 
terly ticket  of  membership  with  that  denomi- 
nation, yellow  with  age,  has  been  kept  in  her 
Bible  for  many  years,  and  it  tells  the  story  of 
her  early  faith  in  God  and  her  consecration  to 
His  church  and  service.  After  her  second 
marriage  she  united  with  Mr.  Dulmage  in  the 
First  Congregational  church  of  Amherst,  and 
on  coming  to  Amherst  Village  she  united  with 
the  Second  Congregational  church.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Dulmage  were  honored  in  the  various 
activities  of  life,  and  in  memory  they  yet  live, 
esteemed  and  revered. 

Honorable  David  Tod,  of  Youngstown, 
bears  the  full  patronymic  of  his  honorable 
grandfather,  who  held  a  place  of  distinction  in 
connection  with  public  affairs  in  the  civic  his- 
tory of  Ohio,  of  which  state  he  served  as  gov- 
ernor during  the  Civil  war,  and  he,  himself, 
has  well  upheld  the  prestige  of  the  honorable 
name  which  he  bears.  He  is  at  the  present 
time  representative  of  the  Twenty-third  dis- 
trict of  Ohio  in  the  state  senate,  said  district 
comprising  the  counties  of  Mahoning  and 
Trumbull.  Senator  Tod  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative business  men  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve and  his  industrial  al?^capitalistic  inter- 
ests are  of  wide  scope  and  inij^rtance,  both  by 
reason  of  his  personality  and  V^complishment 
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and  on  account  of  his  being  a  scion  of  one  of 
the  best  known  and  most  distinguished  pioneer 
families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  is  he  en- 
titled to  specific  recognition  in  this  publication, 
which  is  devoted  to  the  Western  Reserve  and 
its  people. 

David  Tod  was  born  at  Girard,  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  on  August  25,  1870,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Frances  (Barnhisel)  Tod.  His 
great-grandfather,  George  Tod,  who  was  grad- 
uated in  Yale  University  about  1787,  was  the 
founder  of  the  family  in  Ohio.  He  became 
one  of  the  prominent  and  influential  citizens  of 
Trumbull  county,  where  he  was  an  early  set- 
tler and  where  he  identified  himself  with 
various  industrial  and  business  enterprises, 
through  the  medium  of  which  he  gained  a 
large  fortune,  as  estimated  according  to  the 
standard  of  the  period  and  locality.  He  rep- 
resented Trumbull  county  in  the  state  senate  in 
1804-05  and  also  in  18 10- 14.  He  also  served 
as  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  at  the 
time  when  such  judges  were  elected  by  the 
general  assembly.  He  continued  his  residence 
in  Trumbull  county  until  his  death,  as  did  also 
his  wife. 

Honorable  David  Tod,  distinguished  grand- 
father of  he  whose  name  initiates  this  review, 
is  individually  mentioned  on  other  pages  of 
this  work,  so  that  further  review  of  his  career 
is  not  demanded  in  the  present  connection.  It 
may  be  noted,  however,  that  he  represented 
Trumbull  county  in  the  state  senate  in  1838-9. 
In  1844,  and  again  in  1846,  he  was  Democratic 
candidate  for  governor  of  Ohio,  and  on  each 
occasion  was  defeated  by  the  candidate  of  the 
Whig  party.  In  1861  he  was  made  the  guber- 
natorial candidate  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
as  such  was  elected  governor  over  Hugh  J. 
Jewett,  the  Democratic  candidate.  He  retired 
from  office  after  serving  one  term,  and  his  ad- 
ministration was  one  marked  with  signal  dis- 
crimination and  ability  in  the  adjustment  of 
the  many  important  affairs  that  necessarily  de- 
manded consideration  during  the  climacteric 
period  of  the  Civil  war. 

William  Tod,  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
review,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Trumbull 
county,  and  for  many  years  he  occupied  a  po- 
sition of  great  prominence  in  connection  with 
manufacturing  and  other  industrial  enterprises 
in  Mahoning  county,  having  been  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  Youngstown  and  having 
ever  stood  exemplar  of  the  highest  integrity 
and  honor  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  Many  of 
the  business  enterprises  whose  upbuilding  was 


mainly  due  to  his  efforts  are  still  successfully 
continued,  and  with  the  same  his  son,  Senator 
Tod,  is  now  identified  in  executive  or  advisory 
capacity. 

Senator  Tod  gained  his  early  educational 
discipline  in  the  public  schools  of  Youngstown, 
after  which  he  continued  his  studies  for  a 
time  in  Purdue  University,  at  Lafayette,  In- 
diana, which  institution  he  finally  left  to  enter 
the  historic  old  Yale  University.  He  did  not 
complete  the  university  course,  but  returned 
to  his  home  in  Youngstown  and  initiated  his 
successful  business  career  by  becoming  asso- 
ciated with  various  enterprises  in  which  his 
honored  father  was  concerned.  It  may  be 
noted  that  he  is  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
Youngstown  &  Southern  Railway  Company, 
and  that  he  is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of 
each  of  the  following  named  corporations: 
Brier  Hill  Iron  &  Coal  Company;  Youngs- 
town Steel  Company;  Hartford  Stone  Com- 
pany, of  which  he  is  president;  Lowell  Coal 
Mining  Company,  of  which  he  is  vice  presi- 
dent; Elton  Automobile  &  Garage  Company, 
of  which  he  is  president ;  Commercial  National 
Bank  of  Youngstown ;  Mahoning  County  Na- 
tional Bank;  William  Tod  Company;  Besse- 
mer Limestone  Company ;  besides  which  he  is 
a  trustee  of  the  McWilliams  Free  Library,  of 
Youngstown,  and  of  the  Youngstown  City 
Hospital.  No  citizen  manifests  a  more  loyal 
interest  in  all  that  tends  to  conserve  the  ma- 
terial and  civic  prosperity  of  his  home  city, 
and  no  one  exemplifies  higher  civic  ideals  or 
commands  a  higher  degree  of  popular  confi- 
dence and  esteem.  Notwithstanding  the  ex- 
actions of  his  large  and  important  industrial  in- 
terests, Mr.  Tod  finds  much  incidental  satis- 
faction in  supervising  his  fine  farm  property 
and  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  most  highly  im- 
proved farms  in  Trumbull  county,  the  same 
being  located  just  beyond  the  city  limits  of 
Youngstown.  Here  he  and  his  wife  maintain 
their  home  during  the  summer  seasons,  and 
the  place  is  one  of  manifold  attractions. 

In  politics  Senator  Tod  has  ever  given  an 
unqualified  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party 
and  he  has  been  one  of  the  leaders  in  its  ranks 
in  his  section  of  the  state,  having  served  as 
chairman  of  the  county  and  state  executive 
committees  of  his  party.  He  was  a  valued 
member  of  the  city  council  of  Youngstown  for 
a  period  of  years,  and  he  was  elected  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  state  senate,  of  which 
he  is  still  a  prominent  and  honored  member. 
He  has  given  most  efficient  service  both  on  the 
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floor  of  the  senate  and  in  the  committee  room, 
having  been  assigned  to  many  of  the  important 
committees  of  the  deHberative  body  of  the  state 
legislature.  He  is  identified  with  various  civic 
and  social  organizations  of  representative  char- 
acter. Senator  Tod's  wife  was  before  her  mar- 
riage Miss  Anna  Stambaugji,  and  she  was  born 
and  reared  in  Youngstown. 

Theodore  M.  Brush,  of  Elyria,  was  born 
in  North  Ridgeville,  Ohio,  September  9,  1858, 
a  son  of  the  late  Rufus  and  Theresa  (Terrell) 
Brush.  Rufus  Brush  was  born  in  Stamford, 
Connecticut,  and  was  the  son  of  Benjamin 
Brush,  who  came  to  the  Western  Reserve  from 
Connecticut,  in  1825,  settling  in  Eaton  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  near  the  boundary  of 
Ridgeville  township.  Theresa  Terrell  was 
born  in  Ridgeville  township,  Lorain  county, 
Ohio,  and  her  father,  Ichabod  Terrell,  was 
born  in  Waterbury,  Connecticut,  in  1800,  and 
came  to  the  Western  Reserve  in  1810,  with  his 
father,  Tillotson  Terrell.  Tillotson  Terrell  was 
the  first  settler  of  Eaton  township.  With  the 
family  came  the  great-great-grandfather  of 
Theodore  M.  Brush,  who  made  the  long  trip 
from  the  east  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Later 
the  Terrell  family  removed  into  Ridgeville 
township. 

Theodore  Brush  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Elyria  and  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  began  busi- 
ness life  as  cashier  and  bookkeeper  for  his 
uncle,  Henry  Brush,  a  merchant  of  Elyria. 
Later  he  entered  the  office  of  T.  N.  Brooks, 
manufacturer  of  radiators,  in  Cleveland.  Re- 
turning to  Elyria,  he  took  the  position  of  teller 
in  the  Elyria  National  Bank,  which  he  held  for 
ten  or  twelve  years,  resigning  to  engage  in  the 
retail  grocery  business  in  Elyria.  Three  years 
later  he  sold  his  interest  and,  together  with 
S.  J>.  Rawson,  W.  E.  1  brooks  and  J.  H.  Gris- 
wold,  besides  some  others,  he  engaged  in  elec- 
trical business,  under  the  name  of  Rawson 
Electrical  Company.  The  manufacturing  por- 
tion of  this  enterprise  was  subsequently  taken 
over  by  the  Dean  Electrical  Company,  of 
Elyria,  of  which  Mr.  Brush  became  secretary 
and  treasurer ;  he  is  now  third  vice  president 
and  a  member  of  executive  committee,  Mr. 
Brush  was  one  of  the  promoters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Construction  &  Trading  Company,  also 
one  of  the  organizers,  and  is  now  secretary  of 
the  concern,  as  well  as  treasurer.  He  is  con- 
nected with  two  enterprises  of  considerable 
magnitude,  and  the  annual  amount  of  business 
they  conduct  is  enormous.    Mr.  Brush  is  presi- 


dent of  the  LTnited  Message  Company,  of  Al- 
bany, New  York.  All  the  above  companies  are 
engaged  either  in  manufacturing,  financiering 
or  some  other  line  of  industry  in  connection 
with  the  telephone.  Mr.  Brush  is  prominent  in 
business  and  social  circles,  and  an  enterprising, 
public  spirited  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Elyria  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  of  the 
Country  Club. 

Mr.  Brush  married  Jeannett  E.,  daughter  of 
James  Monroe,  of  Elyria,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Marg^aretta  L.,  Kathryn  J.,  Dorothy 
T.  and  Rufus  M. 

Honorable  Earl  N.  Gibbs,  a  rising  young 
business  man  and  representative  from  Lorain 
county  to  the  General  Assembly,  was  born  in 
Brunswick  township,  Medina  county,  Ohio, 
May  17,  1874,  and  is  a  son  of  Farnam  M.  and 
Calista  (Garlock)  Gibbs.  Farnam  M.  Gibbs 
was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York, 
and  his  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of  George 
Garlock,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  Pamia 
township,  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio.  Hiram 
Gibbs,  father  of  Farnam  ^L,  was  a  native  of 
Boston,  Massachusetts.  Farnam  M.  Gibbs 
came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents,  in  1839,  and 
they  located  in  Royalton  township,  Cuyahoga 
county,  where  they  bought  and  improved  a 
tract  of  timber  land ;  they  built  a  log  cabin  and 
later  erected  a  frame  house  which  still  stands. 
The  parents  passed  the  balance  of  their  lives 
there,  the  father  passing  away  in  1875  ^"^  the 
mother  about  1880. 

Farnam  IVL  Gibbs  was  married  at  Parma, 
about  1856  and  then  located  at  Royalton. 
Ohio,  where  he  was  a  preacher  in  the  Church 
of  Christ.  About  1870  he  removed  to  Bruns- 
wick and  bought  a  farm,  which  his  sons  carried 
on ;  here  he  made  his  home,  although  he  held 
pastorates  at  various  places,  among  them  La- 
fayette, Brunswick,  Hinckley  and  Kipton, 
and  spent  three  years  at  Lorain.  He  next  re- 
moved to  Kipton,  where  he  held  a  pastorate 
two  years  and  then  for  three  vears  was  sta- 
tioned  at  Delta,  Fulton  county.  From  Delta 
he  retired  and  removed  to  the  old  farm,  where 
he  died  February  2y^  1908;  his  widow  resides 
with  her  oldest  son,  at  l>runswick,  Ohio, 
They  had  six  children,  namely:  Farnam  H,, 
of  lirunswick.  Ohio;  Josephine,  married  John 
E.  Moody,  a  farmer  living  on  the  old  home ; 
(leorg.c,  (lied  at  the  age  of  twelve  years ;  Will- 
iam L.,  a  farmer  of  Brunswick,  Ohio;  Lillian, 
Mrs.  Forrest  Myrick,  of  Canton,  and  Earl  N. 
Farnam  M.  Gibbs  took  a  classical  course  at 
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Oberlin  College,  and  was  a  well  educated,  cul- 
tured man.  He  enlisted  early  in  1861,  in  the 
Second  Ohio  Cavalry,  and  was  discharged  in 
1863,  having  spent  several  months  in  a  hos- 
pital. 

When  sixteen  vears  old  Earl  N.  Gibbs  en- 
tered  the  high  school  at  Lorain,  and  later  he 
worked  two  years  in  the  book  store  of  W.  F. 
Eldred.  He  took  a  classical  course  at  Oberhn 
College,  and  two  years  later  entered  Hiram 
College,  where  he  spent  three  years ;  he  worked 
during  the  vacations  on  a  farm  and  was  during 
the  school  year  tenor  in  Hiram  College  male 
quartette.  W^hen  nineteen  years  of  age  Mr. 
(jibbs  was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Church 
of  Christ,  and  spent  some  time  in  the  service 
of  the  church,  his  first  church  being  at  Fayette, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  a  year.  He  is  still  a 
member  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  has  been 
deacon  since  1897. 

Mr.  Gibbs  married,  September  25.  1895, 
Georgia  M.  Breckenridge,  born  in  Kipton, 
Ohio,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Ar- 
nold) Breckenridge,  mentioned  at  length  else- 
where in  this  work.  Mr.  Gibbs  and  his  w^ife 
have  one  child.  Marguerite,  born  July  29,  1896. 

In  1900  Mr.  (jibbs  was  taken  into  equal  part- 
nership with  his  father-in-law,  who  since  1868 
has  been  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  and 
Mr.  Gibbs  now  conducts  the  store.  At  the 
organization  of  Kipton  Banking  Company, 
January  i,  1905,  Mr.  Gibbs  became  president, 
and  still  holds  that  office.  G.  J.  Campbell  is 
vice  president  and  H.  B.  Cook  cashier  of  the 
bank.  The  institution  has  a  capital  of  $25,000 
and  has  been  a  financial  succes.s  from  the  start. 
Associated  in  the  enterprise  are  some  of  the 
leading  business  men  of  Kipton  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Gibbs  is  actively  interested  in  public 
affairs,  and  stands  high  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1908  was  elected  representative  from 
Lorain  county,  in  the  General  Assembly,  for 
two  years.  Mr.  Gibbs  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
order,  at  Oberlin,  Ohio. 

r»KNjAMiN  F.  Breckenridge,  for  many 
years  a  prominent  merchant  of  Kipton,  Ohio, 
was  born  November  11,  1840,  in  Camden  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Nor- 
man and  Tryphena  (Rosencrantz)  Brecken- 
ridge. Norman  Breckenridge  was  born  in 
Bennington,  Vermont,  and  his  wife  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  New  York;  they  were  married 
in  New  York  and  settled  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  where  they  spent  a  few  years  and  then, 


in  1834,  came  to  Ohio,  settling  first  in  Wake- 
man  township,  Huron  county,  where  they  re- 
sided one  year,  or  until  the  spring  of  1835, 
when  they  bought  a  farm  in  Camden  township. 
Here  Norman  Breckenridge  died  in  Decem- 
ber, i860,  at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years.  His 
widow  died  in  Oberlin,  Ohio,  in  1874,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-seven.  They  had  eight  children^ 
of  whom  five  now  survive,  namely :  Alonzo, 
died  in  1908;  Norman,  died  in  1863,  having 
served  in  the  Union  army  as  a  member  of  the 
Twenty-third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry ;  Mary, 
widow  of  George  N.  Arnold,  living  in  Oberlin, 
'  Ohio;  Daniel  W.,  of  California;  Benjamin  F. ; 
Justin  A.,  deceased;  Henry  C,  of  Port  An- 
gelus,  Washington;  and  Frances,  Mrs.  R.  H. 
Lamphier,  of  Bryan,  Ohio. 

Benjamin  F.  Breckenridge  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  and  Oberlin  Col- 
lege. At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  worked 
on  a  farm  by  the  month  one  season  and  taught 
school  two  years,  after  which  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  Camden  township.  He  spent  five  years 
at  this  farm  and  then  bought,  in  1868,  a  store 
in  Kipton,  of  Thomas  LaNell,  dealing  in  gen- 
eral merchandise ;  he  carried  this  store  on  with 
great  success  for  many  years,  and  since  1904 
his  son-in-law.  Earl  N.  Gibbs,  mentioned  else- 
where in  this  work,  has  been  his  co-partner  and 
has  now  become  manager. 

For  twenty  years  Mr.  Breckenridge  has  been 
an  extensive  dealer  in  farm  lands  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  home,  and  at  the  present  time  owns  250 
acres  in  Camden  township,  in  one  tract.  He 
is  a  keen,  enterprising  business  man,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  all  his  investments. 
Mr.  Breckenridge  is  actively  interested  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  politically  was  a  Republican  un- 
til 1872,  when  he  voted  for  Horace  Greeley, 
since  when  he  has  been  a  straight  Democrat. 
He  belongs  to  Reeves  Camp  No.  93,  Knighted 
(^rder  of  Tented  Maccabees.  He  is  a  highly 
respected  citizen,  and  well  known  in  the  com- 
munity. 

June  4,  1863,  Mr.  Breckenridge  married 
Mary,  daughter  of  George  A.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Moore)  Arnold,  of  New  York;  she  was  born 
in  Camden  township.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brecken- 
ridge have  one  adopted  daughter,  Georgia  M., 
wife  of  Honorable  Earl  N.  Gibbs,  of  Kipton, 
Ohio. 

Harvey  Edgar  Gougler,  a  leading  attorney 
of  Lorain,  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  August  16,  1878.  and  is  a  son 
of  George  and  Mary   (Vandersall)   Gougler, 


1842 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


both  natives  of  Summit  county.  His  grand- 
father, John  Gougler,  came  from  Pennsylvania 
to  the  Western  Reserve,  settling  in  the  extreme 
part  of  Summit  county,  at  an  early  date;  he 
was  a  Pennsylvania  Dutch  farmer,  and  died  in 
Summit  county.  George  Gougler  was  also  a 
farmer  by  avocation,  and  died  in  January, 
1893,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years;  his 
widow  is  now  in  her  seventy- fourth  year.  They 
became  parents  of  children  as  follows :  Sarah, 
married  Rev.  A.  J.  Bird,  of  the  Evangelical 
church,  and  resides  at  Franklin,  Pennsylvania ; 
Emma,  married  xA.lbert  Ohl,  and  is  now  de- 
ceased ;  Lucy,  married  John  Wetzel,  who  is  de-  * 
ceased,  and  she  lives  in  Akron ;  Jennie,  married 
W^illard  Semler,  a  farmer  of  Portage  county; 
Rose,  married  Byron  Schriver,  a  farmer  of 
Inland,  Ohio ;  Abraham,  Minnie  and  Dora,  de- 
ceased :  Charles,  a  dentist,  practicing  at  Mis- 
soula, Montana ;  and  Harvey  Edgar. 

Until  about  nineteen  years  of  age,  Harvey 
E.  Gougler  lived  on  a  farm,  and  received  his 
education  at  Inland,  Ohio,  attending  common 
and  high  school.  He  then  entered  Wooster 
(Ohio)  College,  where  he  spent  one  year  and 
then  taught  school  at  East  Liberty,  Ohio.  He 
afterward  completed  a  classical  course  at  the 
Ohio  Northern  University,  at  Ada,  graduating 
in  the  class  of  1903,  with  degree  A.  B.  Mean- 
while he  had  been  studying  law,  and  he  grad- 
uated from  the  law  department  of  this  uni- 
versity in  December.  1904,  at  the  same  time 
being  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  practiced  a 
short  time  in  Akron,  Ohio,  and  then  located  in 
Lorain,  at  first  in  partnership  with  Frank  Cole- 
man, and  in  July,  1906,  was  appointed  assistant 
city  solicitor  of  Lorain.  He  served  in  this  ca- 
pacity until  January  i,  1907,  when  he  again 
re-entered  practice,  being,  associated  with 
Charles  Adams,  the  firm  name  being  Adams 
&  Gougler.  He  is  an  able  member  of  the  pro- 
fession, keen  and  ambitious,  and  possessing 
delightful  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  his  chosen 
field.  He  is  a  public-spirited  citizen,  and  ac- 
tively interested  in  measures  of  progress  and 
improvement.  Mr.  Gougler  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  belongs  to  the 
Business  Men's  Association. 

Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  was  one  of  the 
honored  and  influential  citizens  of  Elyria,  Lo- 
rain county,  for  nearly  half  a  century  prior  to 
his  death,  which  here  occurred  on  February 
19,  1898.  He  had  much  to  do  with  early 
railroad  construction  in  the  middle  west  and 
was  a  man  of  distinctive  ability  as  a  civil  engi- 
neer.   In  Lorain  county  he  was  called  upon  to 


serve  in  various  positions  of  public  trust,  and 
no  citizen  commanded  a  fuller  measure  of  pop- 
ular confidence  and  esteem. 

Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  was  a  member  of  the 
eighth  generation  in  line  of  direct  descent  from 
Michael  Metcalf,  who  was  the  founder  of  tlie 
family  in  America.    Said  Michael  Metcalf,  son 
of  Rev.  Leonard  Metcalf,  rector  of  Tatterford, 
was  born  at  Tatterford,  Norfolk  county,  Eng- 
land, on  June  17,  1587,  and  his  wife,   virhose 
maiden  name  was  Sarah  Elwyn,  ^vas  born  at 
Heigham,  that  county,  June  17,  1593-     Their 
marriage  was  solemnized  on  October  13,  1616, 
and  they  sailed  for  America,  April  15,   1637. 
Michael  Metcalf  was  made  a  freeman  of  the 
city  of  Norwich,  England,  June  21,  1618,  and 
his  occupation  is  stated  as  **Domix  Weaver." 
This  Dornic  or  Domix  was  a  kind  of  damask 
or  tapestry  used  for  hangings  or  heavy  cur- 
tains, and  he  is  supposed  to  have  employed  in 
his  factory  about  one  hundred  men.     He  was 
a  most  zealous  non-conformist    in    religious 
views,  and  was  a  stanch  representative  of  the 
Puritan  type  in  New  England.    Michael  Met- 
calf was  admitted  a  townsman    at    Dedham. 
Massachusetts,  July  14,  1637.     He  joined  the 
church  in  January,  1639,  and  in  164 1  he  served 
as  selectman.    His  first  wife  died  in  1644  ^nd 
he  later  married  a  widow,  Mary  Pidge,  of  Rox- 
bury.     It  is  impossible  within  the  prescribed 
compass  of  this  sketch  to  give  details  concern- 
ing the  genealogy  from  the  time  of  this  sterling 
founder  to  the  later  generations,  and   it   will 
suffice  to  make  brief  record  concerning   the 
parents  of  him  who  figures  as  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  memoir. 

Isaac  Metcalf,  son  of  Peletiah  and   Lydia 
(Estey)     Metcalf,    was    born    at    Royalston, 
Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  on  February 
3,  1783,  and  of  him  it  is  stated  that  he  acquired 
some  education  and  was  a    very    successful 
teacher  in  Royalston  and  adjacent  towns.     In 
1810  he  married  Lucy  Heywood,  who    die<l 
June  29,  1820,  leaving  no  children.     In  1S21 
Isaac  Metcalf  married  Anna  Mayo  (Stevens) 
Rich,  widow  of  Charles  Rich,  of    Warwick. 
Massachusetts.    She  was  bom  March  i,  1787. 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Wilder  and  Elizabeth 
(Mayo)  Stevens,  of  Roxbury.    Isaac  Metcalf 
died  in  Boston,  April  17,  1830,  and  his  widow 
died  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  January  2,  1866.    Of  the 
four  children  of  this  union  Isaac  Stevens  Met- 
calf, subject  of  this  memoir,  was  the  eldest. 
He  was  born  at  Royalston,  Massachusetts,  Jan- 
uary 2(),  1822,  and  died  February  19,  1898.  as 
already  noted.    The  second  child,  Joseph  Mayo 
Metcalf,  was  born  July  25,  1823,  and  died  De- 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1843 


cember  31,  1850.  The  third  child,  Lucy  Hey- 
wood  Metcalf,  was  born  May  20,  1825,  became 
the  wife  of  Samuel  Winkley  Furber,  and  died 
at  Bangor,  Maine,  August  26,  1856.  Eliab 
Wight  Metcalf,  the  youngest  of  the  children, 
is  the  subject  of  an  individual  memoir  else- 
where in  this  publication. 

Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  gained  his  early  edu- 
cational training  in  the  schools  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  and  in  183 1  he  joined  his  half-brother, 
Charles  W.  Rich,  at  Milo,  Maine.  He  attended 
school  in  Bangor,  that  state,  and  fitted  himself 
for  college  under  the  tutorship  of  David 
Worcester.  He  was  dependent  upon  his  own 
resources  and  while  prosecuting  his  studies 
worked  for  his  board.  He  taught  in  the  coun- 
try schools  during  the  winter  terms  and  applied 
himself  to  farm  work  during  the  summer 
seasons.  In  1844  he  entered  the  sophomore 
class  of  Bowdoin  College,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1847,  having  in  the  meanwhile 
continued  teaching  from  three  to  six  months 
in  each  of  the  intervening  years.  Concerning 
his  subsequent  labors  and  experiences  the  fol- 
lowing record  is  substantially  that  given  in  a 
brochure  prepared  by  him,  under  the  title  of 
"Metcalf  Genealogy." 

Directly  after  college  commencement  he 
went  to  surveys  on  the  Vermont  &  Massachu- 
setts railroad.  He  was  promoted  at  once,  when 
found  a  college  boy,  and  was  recognized  as  the 
ablest  axman  in  the  surveying  party.  After  the 
completion  of  the  Vermont  &  Massachusetts 
railroad  he  was  on  the  New  Hampshire  Cen- 
tral railroad  while  the  line  was  located  and 
built  from  Manchester  to  Henniker,  and  then 
made  the  survey  from  Henniker  across  to 
Newport  and  the  Connecticut  river,  making 
up  the  published  report  of  the  route. 

In  the  spring  of  1850  Mr.  Metcalf  came 
west,  making  the  trip  by  stage  over  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel  line  to  Troy,  down  the  Hudson  river 
to  New  York,  thence  west  on  the  first  train 
over  the  then  opening  Erie  railroad.  From 
Erie,  Pennsylvania,  he  proceeded  by  steamboat 
to  Cleveland  and  Detroit;  thence  by  the  very 
new  and  crude  Michigan  Central  railroad  to 
Michigan  City,  Indiana,  then  the  terminus  of 
the  road.  From  that  point  he  went  by  steam 
ferry  to  Chicago,  which  then  had  about  30,000 
inhabitants.  On  the  same  steamer  came  the 
first  locomotive  engine  ever  brought  to  Chi- 
cago, the  same  having  been  intended  to  run  on 
a  little  strap-railroad  just  beginning  from 
Chicago  out  toward  Elgin, — perhaps  the  first 
railroad  out  of  Chicago.  After  a  somewhat 
circuitous  trip  he  finally  reached  Mount  Haw- 


kins, Perry  county,  Illinois,  and  he  commenced 
preliminary  surveys  on  the  Illinois  Central 
line.  In  the  autumn  he  was  given  charge  of 
the  location  of  the  railroad  from  Cairo  north. 
In  the  spring,  fearing  the  climate,  he  returned 
to  New  England  on  horseback.  In  the  follow- 
ing autumn  he  was  invited  to  assume  charge 
of  the  construction  of  the  second  division  of 
the  Illinois  Central  railroad,  and  he  returned 
to  southern  Illinois,  in  company  with  his  wife, 
whom  he  had  married  while  in  Dunbarton, 
New  Hampshire.  He  built  the  second  division 
of  the  Illinois  Central  from  Big  Muddy  river, 
including  the  bridge  at  that  point  and  the  hotel 
and  shops  at  Centralia.  He  prided  himself 
especially  on  the  bridge  over  the  Little  Muddy 
river — a  stone  structure  with  ten-foot  open- 
ings through  the  spandrels.  He  had  charge 
of  all  the  money  spent,  as  well  as  of  the  con- 
struction— expending  over  half  a  million  dol- 
lars with  very  little  assistance  or  advice  from 
his  chief,  whom  he  saw  only  once  a  year.  When 
the  road  was  completed,  in  1855,  he  went  to 
Chicago  and  handed  his  books  and  vouchers 
to  George  B.  McClellan,  who  was  then  finance 
clerk  in  the  Chicago  office  of  the  company  and 
who  later  gained  distinction  as  a  general  in  the 
Civil  war.  In  the  meanwhile  he  had  invested 
in  land  and  laid  out  the  village  of  DuQuoin, 
now  an  important  station  on  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral railroad,  and  there  he  commenced  coal- 
mining operations.  After  more  than  a  year 
spent  in  New  England,  he  settled  in  Elyria, 
(3hio,  in  November,  1856,  and  there  he  maia- 
tained  his  home  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Metcalf  became  one  of  the  influential 
citizens  of  Elyria,  where  his  business  interests 
were  centered  and  where  he  ever  held  a  com- 
manding place  in  popular  confidence  and  es- 
teem. He  was  elected  a  director  of  the  county 
infirmary  at  the  time  of  its  establishment  and 
was  trustee  of  his  township  during  the  period 
of  the  Civil  war,  besides  being  colonel  of  the 
local  volunteer  militia.  He  served  long  and 
efficiently  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Elyria  board  of  education,  of  which 
he  was  president  for  some  time.  He  also  held 
the  offices  of  cemetery  trustee  and  county 
school  examiner,  and  was  secretary  of  the  Lo- 
rain County  Agricultural  Society.  He  was  for 
many  years  clerk,  secretary  and  treasurer  of 
the  First  Congregational  church  and  society, 
in  which  he  was  elected  a  deacon  for  life.  He 
was  instant  in  good  works,  was  loyal  and  pub- 
lic-spirited as  a  citizen,  and  upon  his  entire 
career  there  rests  no  shadow  of  wrong  or  in- 
justice.   He  became  the  owner  of  real  estate 
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and  other  property  in  his  home  city  and  county 
and  was  a  director  of  the  Savings  Deposit 
Bank  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until 
his  death. 

On  July  5,  1852,  at  Dunbarton,  Xevv  Hamp- 
shire, was  recorded  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Met- 
calf  to  Miss  Antoinette  Brigham  Putnam, 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  M.  and  Arethusa 
(Brigham)  Putnam,  and  her  death  occurred 
in  Elyria,  Ohio,  August  14,  1875.  O^  their 
twelve  children  five  sons  and  three  daughters 
are  now  living  (1910).  In  Elyria,  on  March 
25,  1878,  Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  contracted  a 
second  marriage.  He  was  then  united  to  Miss 
Plarriet  Howes,  who  was  born  July  17,  1850, 
at  Gatonwood  House,  Northampton,  England, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (West) 
Howes.  Mrs.  Metcalf  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal  on  December  7,  1894,  and  of  the 
six  children,  all  sons,  five  are  still  living.  Thir- 
teen of  the  children  have  received  a  college 
education. 

The  children  of  Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  and 
Antoinette  B.  P.  Metcalf  are:  Ducoigne  Mayo 
Metcalf,  born   in   DuQuoin,   Illinois,  June    i, 
1853,    ^^^^   ^t   Dunbarton,    New    Hampshire, 
September  6,  1856.    William  Putnam  Metcalf, 
born  in  Milo,  Maine,  September  10,  1855,  died 
at  Dunbarton,  New  Hampshire,  September  13, 
1856.     Wilder  Stevens  Metcalf,  born  in  Milo, 
Maine,  September  10,  1855,  graduate  of  Elyria 
high   school,   Elyria,    Ohio,     1872 ;   graduate 
Oberlin  College,   1878;  graduate  law  depart- 
ment, University  of  Kansas,  1897 ;  was  colonel 
of  the  First  Regiment,  Kansas  National  Guard, 
at  opening  of  Spanish  war ;  went  to  the  Philip- 
pines as  major  of  Twentieth  Kansas  Volun- 
teers, and  when  Colonel   Funston  was  made 
general.  Major  Metcalf  was  elected  colonel  by 
vote  of  the  officers  of  the  regiment ;  was  twice 
wounded  and  was  commissioned  brevet  briga- 
dier general  for  gallant  service ;  on  his  return 
was  appointed  by  President  Roosevelt  United 
States  pension  agent  at  Topeka,  Kansas,   in 
which  position  he   is  now    (1910)    serving  a 
third  term ;  has  served  several  years  on  the 
Lawrence   (Kansas)  board  of  education,  and 
is  again  colonel  of  the  First  Regiment  of  the 
Kansas   National   Guard ;  his   residence  is   in 
Lawrence,   Kansas,   where  he  has  conducted 
since   1887  an  extensive  farm  loan  business : 
married  July  30,  1878,  to  Mary  E.  Crosier,  of 
Wellington,  Ohio.    Charles  Rich  Metcalf,  born 
at  Elyria,  Ohio,  Angus*  i,  1857,  is  since  1892 
with  Wilder  S.  Metcalf  in  farm  loan  business, 
Lawrence,  Kansas.     Marion  Metcalf,  born  at 
"^yria,   May    i,   1859;  graduate   Elyria  high 


school  1875;  graduate  Wellesley  College  1880; 
taught  in  Elyria  high  school,  Wellesley   Col- 
lege,   Hampton     Institute,    Virginia ;    present 
residence,   Oberlin,   Ohio.     George  Aug^ustus 
Metcalf,  born  at  Elvria,  January  17,  1861,  died 
April  28,  1861.    Anna  Mayo  Metcalf,  born  at 
Elyria,  July  26,   1862;  graduate  Elyria   high 
school,  1879;  graduate  Oberlin  College,  1884; 
married  April  30,  1887,  to  Azariah  Smith  Root, 
librarian  of  Oberlin  College.    John  Milton  Put- 
nam Metcalf,  born  at  Elyria,  Ohio,  October 
28,  1864;  graduate  Elyria  high  school,  1881 ; 
Oberlin  College,  1885 ;  graduate  Union  Theo- 
logical Seminary,  Xew  York  City,  1888;   re- 
ceived degree  of  D.  D.  from  Oberlin  College, 
1910;    is    now    president   Talladega   College, 
Talladega,  Alabama;  married   September    12. 
1888,  to  Caroline  P.  Post,  of  Belleville,  Ohio. 
Paul  Harlan  Metcalf,  born  at  Elyria,  June  25, 
1867;   graduate   Elyria    high    school,     1884; 
Oberlin  College,  1889;  married  June  8,  1898, 
Czarina    Hamilton    Goldsbury,     Minneapolis, 
Minnesota;  is  superintendent  Christ  Mission 
Settlement,  Youngstown.  Grace  Ethel  Metcalf, 
born  at  Elyria,  March  5,  1870;  graduate  Elyria 
high  school,  1885;  graduate  Oberlin  College, 
1889;  married  August  5,  1895,  Harold  Farmer 
Hall,    London,    England ;  died    in    Chicago, 
Illinois,  April  23,  1896.    Henry  Martyn  Met- 
calf, born  at  Elyria,  September  11,  1871 ;  grad- 
uated Elyria  high  school,  1886;  Oberlin  Col- 
lege,  1891  ;  Pennsylvania  University  Medical 
School,   1906:  practicing  medicine  in  Elyria; 
married  October  24,  1906,  Mary  Lavina  Timbs, 
of  Norwalk,  Ohio.     Antoinette  Brigham  Put- 
nam  Metcalf,   born   in    Elyria,   September  7. 
1873;    graduate    Elyria    high    school,    1889: 
Oberlin   College,    1893 '  library  school,   Pratt 
Institute,   Brooklyn,  New  York,   1902 ;  refer- 
ence librarian,  Oberlin  College  and  Wellesley 
College. 

The  children  of  Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf  and 
Harriet  Howes  Metcalf  are  as  follows :  Ralph 
Howes  Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria,  Ohio,  January 
9,  1879,  died  December  10,  1894.  Joseph  Mayo 
Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria,  October  30,  1880: 
graduate  Elyria  high  school,  1896;  Oberlin 
College,  1901  ;  Harvard  College,  1902 ;  mar- 
ried, March  30,  1905,  Mary  Florence  Jones,  of 
Pasumalai,  India ;  is  civil  engineer  on  M.,  K. 
&  T.  R.  R.,  Parsons,  Kansas.  Eliab  Wight 
Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria,  December  26,  1881  ; 
graduate  Elyria  high  school,  1899;  Kansas 
University,  civil  engineer  course,  1904 ;  mar- 
ried December  26,  1905,  Clara  I-X)uise  Woodin, 
lola,  Kansas ;  is  civil  engineer.  Darby,  Mon- 
tana.    Isaac  Stevens  Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria, 
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September  14,  1883  •  graduate  Elyria  high 
school,  1900;  Oberlin  College,  1905;  night  city 
<.*ditor  Plain  Dealer,  Cleveland.  Keyes  DeWitt 
Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria,  April  13,  1889;  g-^^i^^" 
uate  Oberlin  high  school,  1907 ;  member  of 
class  of  191 1  Oberlin  College.  Thomas  Nelson 
Metcalf,  born  in  Elyria,  September  21,  1890; 
graduated  Oberlin  high  school,  1908;  member 
of  class  of  191 2  Oberlin  College. 

Eli  An  W.  Mktcalf. — The  Metcalf  family 
has  been  one  of  prominence  and  influence  in  the 
Western  Reserve  for  more  than  half  a  centurv 
and  has  been  more  especially  identified  with 
the  history  of  Lorain  county,  where  numerous 
representatives  of  the  name  are  to  be  found  at 
the  present  time.  The  genealogy  of  the  family 
is  traced  back  with  decisive  authenticity  for 
many  generations,  and  a  number  of  specific 
family  records  have  been  published.  It  is  im- 
possible within  the  prescribed  limitations  of 
the  present  sketch  to  enter  into  detailed 
genealogical  review,  and,  indeed,  this  is  not 
consonant  with  the  functions  of  the  publication. 
However,  it  is  desired  that  due  record  be  made 
concerning  those  who  have  so  well  upheld  the 
prestige  of  the  name  in  the  Western  Reserve, 
and  prominent  among  the  number  was  Eliab 
W.  Metcalf,  who  died  at  his  home  in  Elyria, 
Lorain  county,  on  November  24,  1899.  On 
other  pages  of  this  work,  in  a  brief  review  of 
the  life  of  his  elder  brother,  the  late  Isaac 
Stevens  Metcalf,  of  Elyria,  will  be  found 
further  data  concerning  the  family  genealogy, 
so  that  a  repetition  of  the  same  is  not  demand- 
ed in  the  article  at  hand. 

Eliab  Wight  Metcalf,  fourth  and  youngest 
child  of  Isaac  and  Anna  Mayo  (Stevens)  Rich 
Metcalf,  was  born  at  Royalston,  Worcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  on  April  18,  1827,  and 
in  the  same  year  the  family  removed  to  the 
citv  of  Boston,  where  his  father  was  conduct- 
ing  a  private  school  and  where  the  latter  died 
on  April  17,  1830.  In  the  following  spring 
the  widowed  mother  removed  with  her  four 
young  children  to  the  northern  part  of  Maine, 
where  her  older  son,  by  a  previous  marriage, 
Charles  Wilder  Rich,  had  purchased  a  farm, 
in  Piscataquis  county.  Concerning  the  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  the  following  pertinent 
statements  were  made  in  an  admirable  record 
of  the  Metcalf  genealogy  published  in  1898: 
"His  boyhood  was  passed  amid  the  exposure, 
privations  and  hard  work  of  poverty  in  that 
frontier  region.  He  had  no  advantages  of 
education  except  the  training  of  a  well  edu- 
cated and  most  excellent  Christian  mother,  one 


term  in  Foxcroft  Academy,  and  the  influence 
of  capable  older  brothers  and  sisters.  He  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Congregational  church 
in  Milo,  Maine,  when  nine  years  old.  He 
taught  two  schools  in  Milo,  in  the  winter  of 
1844  and  1845.  I"  April,  1845,  J^^st  before  his 
eighteenth  birthday,  he  walked  to  Bangor, 
thirty-three  miles,  and  became  clerk  and  book- 
keeper in  the  store  of  Walter  Brown  &  Son, 
dealers  in  general  merchandise  and  lumber. 
From  185 1  till  October,  1865,  he  was  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  Bangor, — lumber,  ship 
•chandlery  and  shipbuilding.  During  the  Civil 
war  he  went  at  five  diflFerent  times,  at  his  own 
expense,  in  service  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion.'* 

From  the  same  source  are  taken,  with  but 
slight  paraphrase,  the  following  quotations: 
"After  the  war,  in  October,  1865,  Mr.  Metcalf 
moved  with  his  wife  and  ^\^  children  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  which  was  already  the  home  of 
his  brothers,  Charles  W.  Rich  and  Isaac  S. 
Metcalf,  and  of  his  sister,  Mrs.  Anna  (Rich) 
DeWitt.  He  dealt  in  timber  lands  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, southern  Ohio,  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin. Having  lost  a  vessel,  burned  by  the  Eng- 
lish-built cruiser  ^Shenandoah,'  he  spent  twelve 
winters  in  Washington,  advocating  the  theory, 
which  he  originated,  that  the  forty-nine  ma- 
rine insurance  companies,  who  claimed  many 
millions  of  the  Geneva  award,  were  entitled  to 
nothing,  unless  they  could  show  actual  loss 
above  war  premiums  received.  This  theory 
was  finally  adopted  by  Congress,  thus  making 
it  possible  to  pay  from  the  Geneva  award  for 
all  the  actual  loss  caused  by  the  Confederate 
cruisers  for  which  the  losers  had  received  no 
indemnity,  and  also  for  about  one-third  of  the 
proved  losses  by  the  payment  of  war  pre- 
miums. As  attornev  in  fact,  he  collected  for 
other  losers  a  large  number  of  claims,  besides 
that  for  his  own  ship.  He  gathered  an  ex- 
tensive collection  of  books  and  documents  re- 
ferring to  the  whole  subject  of  the  Treaty  of 
Washington  and  the  Geneva  award.  He  car- 
ried to  successful  issue  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  United  States  a  suit  against  the  city  of 
Watertown,  Wisconsin,  involving  a  new  and 
important  constitutional  question.  In  the  su- 
preme court  of  Wisconsin  he  won  a  test  suit 
confirming  his  own  title  to  a  part  of  the  *  Mara- 
thon county  lands,'  and  thereby  confirmed  also 
the  title,  without  expense  to  them,  of  a  large 
number  of  immigrants  and  others  to  the  small 
farms  on  which  thev  had  settled. 

m 

**He  was  actively  interested,  both  in  Maine 
and  Ohio,  in  temperance  legislation.    He  draft- 
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ed  the  first  local  option  bill,  which,  under  dif -r 
ferent  names  and  forms,  was  before  the  Ohio 
legislature  for  several  years  and  which  was 
advocated  by  the  Ohio  Anti-Saloon  League, 
and  finally  enacted  into  law  in  1908.  In  the 
support  and  management  of  the  league  he  was 
earnest  and  untiring.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  OberHn  College  from 
1880  until  his  death/' 

In  politics  Mr.  Metcalf  gave  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party,  and  he  ever  showed 
a  broad-minded  and  loyal  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs. Both  he  and  his  wife  were  most  zealous 
members  of  the  Congregational  church  and 
showed  their  consecration  in  their  daily  lives. 
The  loftiest  principles  of  integrity  and  honor 
governed  the  course  of  this  sterling  citizen 
and  he  made  his  life  count  for  good  in  all  its 
relations.  He  had  naught  of  intellectual 
bigotry  and  was  kindly  and  tolerant  in  his 
judgment  of  his  fellow  men.  His  was  a  sane, 
symmetrical  productive  life,  and  his  name 
merits  a  place  of  honor  in  this  pubHcation. 

At  Easthampton,  Massachusetts,  on  April 
6,  1853,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Eliab 
Wight  Metcalf  to  Miss  Eliza  Maria  Ely,  who 
was  born  at  North  Mansfield,  Connecticut,  on 
December  9,  1828,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
and  Harriet  (Whiting)  Ely.  She  had  been  a 
successful  teacher  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
and  at  Easthampton,  Massachusetts;  she  was 
principal  of  the  ladies'  department  of  Williston 
Seminary.  She  was  summoned  to  eternal  rest, 
at  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  February  6,  1902,  and  her 
memory  is  revered  by  all  who  came  within  the 
sphere  of  her  gentle  and  gracious  influence. 
Concerning  the  children  of  Eliab  W.  and  Eliza 
Maria  (Ely)  Metcalf  the  following  brief  data 
are  given:  Gertrude  Ely  was  born  in  Bangor, 
Maine,  August  26,  1854,  and  died  on  October 
5»  1855 ;  Irving  Wight  is  made  the  subject  of 
an  individual  sketch  on  other  pages  of  this 
work;  Lucy  Heywood,  who  was  born  in 
Bangor,  on  November  27,  1855,  is  the  widow 
of  Rev.  Augustus  G.  Upton,  who  was  pastor 
of  Congregational  churches  in  Windham  and 
Wakeman,  Ohio,  Norwich,  New  York,  Den- 
ver, Colorado,  and  was  librarian  of  Colorado 
College,  secretary  of  the  New  York  Home 
Missionary  Society  and  president  of  Weiser 
College  and  Academy,  at  Weiser,  Idaho;  he 
died  in  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado,  November 
20,  1901,  and  his  widow  resides  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Edith  Ely  Metcalf  was  born  at 
Bangor,  Maine,  May  18,  1859,  was  graduated 
from  Wellesley  College  in  1880,  supplemented 
this  training  by  study  in  the  Boston  Museum 


of  Fine  Arts,  the  Herkomer  School,  in  Eng- 
land, and  in  schools  in  the  city  of  Paris.  For 
the  past  fifteen  years  her  home  has  been  in  the 
city  of  Chicago.  Wilmot  Vernon  Metcalf,  born 
at  Bangor,  Maine,  September  2,  i860,  was 
graduated  at  Oberlin  College  in  1883  and  for 
two  years  thereafter  was  a  student  in  Oberlin 
Theological  Seminary,  with  special  post-grad- 
uate courses  in  chemistry.  For  two  years  he 
was  professor  of  chemistry  in  Whitman  Col- 
lege, at  Walla  Walla,  Washington,  later  passed 
four  years  in  post-graduate  study  at  Johib 
Hopkins  University,  did  special  post-graduate 
work  in  the  University  of  Wurtzburg,  Ger- 
many, in  1895-6,  and  in  the  University  of  Leip- 
sig,  Germany,  in  1903-1905;  was  profebsorui 
chemistry  in  Carleton  College,  Northfield,  Min- 
nesota, for  thirteen  years,  and  is  now  a  pro- 
fessor of  physics  at  Fisk  University,  Nashville, 
Tennessee.  Bertha  Mayo  Metcalf  was  born  at 
Bangor,  Maine,  July  19,  1864,  and  died  at 
Elyria,  Ohio,  May  3,  1866.  Carroll  Metcalf 
was  born  in  Elyria,  January  5,  1867,  died  on 
the  same  day.  Maynard  Mayo  Metcalf  was 
born  in  Elyria,  on  March  12,  1868,  and  was 
graduated  from  Oberlin  College,  in  i88u. 
thereafter  completed  a  four  years'  post-grad- 
uate course  in  Johns  Hopkins  University.  He 
was  for  twelve  years  professor  of  biolog)'  in 
the  Woman's  College,  in  the  city  of  Baltimore 
and  is  now  Professor  of  Zoology  in  Oberlin 
College.  Ray  Metcalf,  youngest  of  the  chil- 
dren, was  born  in  Elyria,  May  4,  1874,  died  on 
the  7th  of  the  same  month. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  honored  sub- 
ject of  this  memoir  the  prudential  committrt 
of  Oberlin  College  entered  upon  the  records 
of  the  institution  the  following  words  of  appre- 
ciation :  "The  death,  on  November  24, 1899,  ^'^ 
Mr.  E.  W.  Metcalf,  a  trustee  of  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, is  a  loss  that  we  sincerely  and  deeply  de- 
plore. Mr.  Metcalf  s  seventy  years  of  life 
were  filled  with  noble  deeds  and  were  inspired 
by  a  noble  Christian  character.  Oberlin  Col- 
lege gratefully  remembers  and  appreciates  h;j 
wise  counsels  and  his  frequent  and  generous 
benefactions.  Our  prayerful  sympathies  are 
extended  to  the  bereaved  family,  who,  with  u-n 
will  find  comfort  in  the  memory  of  a  life  dis- 
tinguished for  remarkable  nobility  and  useful- 
ness, and  itself  a  prophecy  and  assurance  of  a 
blessed  immortality.*' 

Rev.  Irving  W.  Metcalf. — A  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  honored  families  ot 
Lorain  county.  Rev.  Irving  W.  Metcalf  is  a 
son  of  the  late  Eliab  Wight  Metcalf,  of  Elyria, 
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Lorain  county,  to  whom  a  memoir  is  dedi- 
cated on  other  pages  of  this  volume,  so  that 
a  further  review  of  the  family  history  is  not 
demanded  in  the  present  connection. 

Irving:  Wififht  Metcalf.  who  now  maintains 
his  home  in  Oberlin.  Ohio,  and  who  is  engaged 
in  the  managfement  of  several  estates,  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Bang^or,  Maine,  on  the  27th 
of  November,  1855,  ^"^  ^^s  a  lad  of  about 
ten  years  at  the  time  of  the  family  removal  to 
Elyria,  Ohio,  in  October,  1865.  He  had  gained 
his  rudimentary  education  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  citv  and  thereafter  he  continued 
liis  studies  in  the  schools  of  Elyria,  from 
whose  high  school  he  was  graduated  as  a 
member  of  the  class  of  1872.  He  was  then 
matriculated  in  Oberlin  College,  from  which 
he  graduated  in  1878.  He  was  for  one  year 
a  student  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary, 
at  Andover,  Massachusetts,  and  was  grad- 
uated from  Oberlin  Theological  Seminary  as 
a  member  of  the  class  of  1881.  On  the  31st 
of  January,  1882,  he  was  ordained  as  pastor 
of  Eastwood  Congregational  church,  in  the 
city  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  of  which  he  was  the 
organizer.  He  retained  this  pastorial  charge 
from  September,  1881,  until  May,  1889,  ^"^ 
during  one  year  of  this  period  he  was  also 
pastor  of  the  North  Congregational  church 
in  the  same  city.  In  1889  he  removed  to 
Dayton.  Ohio,  where  he  organized  the  Central 
Congregational  church,  of  which  he  was  pastor 
during  May  and  June  of  that  year.  From 
July,  1889,  until  the  ist  of  January,  1894,  he 
was  pastor  of  the  Hough  Avenue  Congrega- 
tional church  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  of  which 
likewise  he  was  the  organizer,  and  for  nearly 
one  year  he  was  also  pastor  of  North  Branch 
church,  now  known  as  the  Park  Congrega- 
tional church  of  Cleveland. 

From  the  ist  of  January,  1894,  to  the  first 
of  November,  1895,  Mr.  Metcalf  was  super- 
intendent of  the  Congregational  City  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Cleveland,  and  from  July  i, 
1894,  to  November  i,  1897,  he  was  associate 
pastor  of  Pilgrim  Congregational  church,  of 
Cleveland.  He  served  eleven  years  as  secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Ministerial  Relief  of  the 
Congregational  Association  of  Ohio,  and  has 
been  for  some  fifteen  vears  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  church  property  of  the  National 
Council  of  Congregational  Churches.  He  is 
a  trustee  of  Oberlin  College,  and  of  the  Ohio 
Anti-Saloon  League  and  a  corporate  member 
of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for 
Foreign   Missions.     He  continues  his  active 
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association  with  the  work  of  the  Congrega- 
tional churches,  both  in  a  local  and  general 
way,  and  he  and  his  wife  hold  membership  in 
the  church  of  this  denomination  in  their  home 
city.  He  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  National 
Municipal  League  and  various  other  civic  or- 
ganizations. He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
Elyria  Savings  and  Banking  Company  since  its 
organization,  and  is  an  officer  and  director  in 
several  other  business  corporations. 

In  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1885, 
was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Metcalf 
to  Miss  Flora  Belle  Mussey,  who  was  born 
at  Elyria,  Ohio,  on  the  15th  of  December, 
1857,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  E. 
and  Caroline  M.  (Kendall)  Mussey.  She  was 
graduated  from  the  Elyria  high  school  in 
1875  ^"d  from  Wellesley  College  as  a  member 
of  the  class  of  1881.  She  was  a  successful 
and  popular  teacher  in  the  Elyria  high  school 
in  1883-4.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Metcalf  have  two 
children — Edith  Eastwood  Metcalf,  who  was 
born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1886,  and  was  graduated  from  Wellesley  Col- 
lege in  1909,  and  as  A.  M.  from  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, 1910;  Harold  Mussey  Metcalf,  who  was 
born  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the  nth  of 
August,  1891,  is  a  member  of  the  class  of  1914, 
Oberlin  College. 

Frank  T.  Coughlan,  commissioner  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  belongs  to  Conneaut  by  many 
bonds,  this  having  been  the  scene  of  a  great 
part  of  the  life  of  his  parents,  his  birthplace, 
and  the  scene  of  his  own  activities  and  his 
present  efficient  public  service.  He  was  born 
June  22,  1861,  at  289  Liberty  street,  his  parents 
being  C.  O.  and  Paulina  (Maynard)  Coughlan. 
His  father  was  born  April  4,  1835,  and  when 
about  twenty  years  of  age  moved  from  Buffalo 
to  Conneaut.  He  was  a  photographer  and 
followed  this  occupation  until  his  death  which 
took  place  in  Burlington,  Iowa,  January  25, 
1885.  He  was  Republican  in  politics.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Lyme,  New  London 
county,  Connecticut,  May  15,  1836,  and  when 
very  young  removed  to  Conneaut,  her  parents 
taking  up  their  residence  on  a  farm  on  the 
lake  road.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Coughlan 
took  place  October  30,  1859,  and  there  were 
two  children,  Frank  T.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  and  Mary,  born  April  29,  1862.  The 
latter  became  the  wife  of  F.  L.  Wingate  in 
1884  and  died  August  12,  1889.    The  mother's 
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demise  occurred  February  12,  1892.  Her  loss 
was  especially  felt  by  the  Congregational 
church  in  which  she  had  been  an  active 
worker. 

Frank  T.  Coughlan  received  his  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Conneaut  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  entered  the  ranks  of  the  wage- 
earners  as  an  employee  in  the  Henry  Pond 
Planing  Mill,  leaving  to  become  a  clerk  for  the 
firm  of  S.  J.  Smith.  A  few  years  later  he 
purchased  an  interest  and  the  firm  of  Cough- 
lan, Chilson  &  Company  was  formed,  this 
business  being  terminated  the  following  year. 
He  then  secured  a  position  with  the  Conneaut 
Water  &  Supply  Company  which  was  about  to 
be  built  and  had  charge  of  certain  parts  of 
the  work  up  to  the  time  that  it  was  finished  in 
January,  1891.  He  was  made  superintendent 
of  the  plant  and  held  this  responsible  position 
until  1898  when  he  resigned  to  accept  another 
with  the  Pittsburgh  and  Conneaut  Dock  Com- 
pany. This  was  in  the  capacity  of  assistant 
superintendent  with  Captain  E.  Day  as  super- 
intendent. 

In  the  spring  of  1892  Mr.  Coughlan  resigned 
his  position  with  the  intention  of  entering  poli- 
tics, and  in  the  fall  he  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  county  commissioner  for  a  three  years  term 
beginning  September  21,  1903.  He  was  re- 
elected for  a  three  years  term  expiring  Sep- 
tember 20,  1909,  and  again  for  another  two 
years  term  which  he  is  now  serving  and  which 
will  expire  September  21,  191 1.  Mr.  Cough- 
lan also  served  four  years  in  the  city  council 
while  employed  by  the  Pittsburgh  &  Conneaut 
Dock  Company.  He  gives  his  heart  and  hand 
to  the  policies  and  principles  of  the  Republican 
party,  is  public-spirited  and  progressive  and 
has  the  best  welfare  of  the  city  at  heart.  As 
to  his  fraternal  relations  Mr.  Coughlan  has 
membership  in  the  Benevolent  Protective  Or- 
der of  Elks,  Conneaut  Lodge,  No.  256  and 
also  in  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

On  March  12,  1883,  Mr.  Coughlan  laid  the 
foundation  of  a  happy  married  life  by  his 
union  with  Miss  Kate  M.  Kennan,  daughter 
of  Captain  Luman  Kennan,  who  sailed  the 
great  lakes  for  over  fifty  years,  and  brought 
out  the  first  vessel  for  the  firm  of  Lake  & 
Judson  of  Conneaut.  The  wedding  took  place 
in  West  Springfield,  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Coughlan  was  educated  in  the  common  and 
high  schools  of  Conneaut  and  began  teaching 
school  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  George 
Kennan,  the  noted  lecturer  and  investigator  of 
the  Russian  exile  system  in  Siberia,  was  a 
cousin  of  Mrs.  Coughlan's  father.     Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Coughlan  have  one  son,  Henry  M. 
Coughlan,  born  March  5,  1885.  He  received  a 
common  school  education  and  is  a  draftsman 
and  civil  engineer,  making  his  home  in  Con- 
neaut. 

Healey  M.  Manchester^  a  well  known 
farmer  and  substantial  citizen  of  Perry  town- 
ship who  has  enjoyed  a  life-long  identification 
with  the  progress  of  that  portion  of  Lake 
county,  comes  of  ancestry,  especially  on  his 
mother's  side,  whose  representatives  actively 
participated  in  the  pioneer  progress  of  the 
Western  Reserve.  Tradition  says  that  three 
brothers  in  this  maternal  family  in  an  early 
day  came  from  England,  one  settling  in  Con- 
necticut, one  in  X'ermont  and  one  in  New 
York,  from  whom  all  by  the  name  of  Crofoot 
in  this  country  have  descended.  Little  is  known 
of  the  Manchester  ancestry. 

Healey  M.  Manchester  was  born  in  Perry, 
Ohio,  July  II,  1840,  and  was  reared  by  his 
maternal  grandfather,  Benjamin  Crofoot,  who 
with  the  brothers  Gideon  and  Dudley  Crofoot, 
migrated  from  Cayuga  county,  New  York, 
in  the  month  of  May,  1819.  Benjamin  settled 
on  the  South  Ridge  in  Perry,  selecting  a  beau- 
tiful tract  about  three  miles  east  of  Painesville, 
erecting,  a  log  house  near  the  present  site  of 
the  Methodist  church,  in  which  he  lived  with 
his  family  for  many  years.  The  three  children 
of  the  family  were  Malcolm,  Caroline  and 
Phebe  Jane,  the  last  named  becoming  the 
mother  of  Healev  M.  Manchester  bv  her  mar- 
riage  to  La  Fayette  Manchester  in  about  1838. 
La  Fayette  Manchester  was  born  in  Cayuga 
county.  New  York,  in  1814.  He  worked  for 
the  Geauga  Iron  Company  after  coming  to 
this  state  in  1832.  Phebe  Jane  Manchester, 
his  wife,  was  born  in  Cavuga  county,  New 
York,  in  1818. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  the  Crofoot 
children  there  was  only  a  small  clearing  near 
the  family  home,  which  was  virtually  in  the 
woods.  Whaf  was  known  for  many  years  as 
the  Crofoot  Tavern,  and  now  and  has  been  the 
life-long  residence  of  Mr.  Manchester,  was  at 
one  time  kept  by  a  Mr.  Weaver.  Here  was 
established  the  first  postoffice  in  Perry  town- 
ship. The  house  burned  in  1838,  the  present 
house  having  been  erected  by  a  Mr.  Lee  and 
occupied  by  William  Merriman  as  a  tavern, 
who  in  1844  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Crofoot. 
The  house  was  closed  to  the  public  in  1867. 
Edwin  F'rench,  father  of  Julius  French,  the 
multi-millionaire  of  New  York  and  Wickliflfe, 
Ohio,  was  also  one  of  its  landlords.    The  old 
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Crofoot  tavern  was  quite  a  lively  place  in  the 
heyday  of  stage  travel,  and  Mr.  Crofoot  often 
said  that  he  had  counted  fifteen  or  more  stages 
on  the  roads  leading  to  and  from  it.  William 
H.  Seward  was  a  guest  of  this  well  known 
hostelrv. 

iJn  February  22,  1870,  Mr.  Manchester  was 
married  to  Dollie  Annettie  Cunningham,  a 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Mariva  (Rawson) 
Cunningham.  Mrs.  Manchester's  paternal 
grandfather  was  a  brother  of  Squire  Cun- 
ningham, of  Madison,  Lake  county,  who 
is  most  widely  known  as  the  justice  of  the 
peace  before  whom  the  colored  fugitive,  Clark, 
was  tried — the  runaway  who  became  one  of 
the  chief  characters  in  Mrs.  Harriet  Beecher 
Stowe's  book,  '^Uncle  Tom's  Cabin."  Mrs. 
Manchester's  maternal  grandfather  built  a 
good  share  of  the  original  Baptist  church  here, 
probably  about  1820,  and  the  building,  since 
remodeled,  is  still  standing.  He  was  drafted 
to  serve  in  the  war  of  181 2,  and  it  became  the 
loving  duty  of  his  wife  to  at  once  provide  him 
with  a  suit  of  warm  clothes.  She  therefore 
went  into  the  fields,  caught  the  prize  sheep, 
sheared  it,  and  herself  carded  the  wool  into 
rolls  by  hand,  spun  and  wove  a  web  of  honest 
cloth  and  promptly  met  the  emergency  of  those 
troublous  times,  while  her  husband  met  them 
with  equal  promptness  abroad.  These  were 
the  kind  of  patriotic  husbands  and  wives  who 
won  the  war  for  life,  liberty  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Healey  M.  Manchester  have 
a  daughter,  born  December  10,  1873,  and  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  John  Q.  Adams,  of  Ashta- 
bula county.  A  son  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Adams  on  the  ist  of  September,  1908,  Mel- 
ford  Manchester  Adams,  and  they  also  have 
an  infant  son  named  Donald.  Healey  M.  Man- 
chester has  affiliated  with  both  the  Greenback 
and  Democratic  parties. 

John  M.  Stull,  a  life-long  resident  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  was  born  May  16,  1823,  in 
Liberty  township,  Mahoning  county,  and  died, 
January  24,  1906,  in  Warren,  Trumbull  county. 
His  parents,  James  and  Catherine  (Mcllree) 
Stull,  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Glas- 
gow, Scotland.  Immigrating  to  this  country, 
they  became  very  early  settlers  of  the  Western 
Reserve  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  the  industrial  in- 
terests of  the  new  country,  becoming  promi- 
nent in  its  affairs. 

A  man  of  great  force  of  character,  far- 
sighted  and  progressive,  the  late  John  M.  Stull 


was  for  many  years  one  of  the  most  influential 
and  valuable  citizens  of  Warren,  Trumbull 
county,  and  was  everywhere  respected  and 
esteemed.  Deeply  interested  in  public  and 
local  matters,  he  gladly  encouraged  the  estab- 
lishment of  all  enterprises  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  community,  his  influ- 
ence as  a  man  of  honor  and  integrity  being 
acknowledged  and  appreciated  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

Mr.  Stull  married  Florilla  Wolcott,  a 
daughter  of  Captain  Lewis  and  Mary  (Hig- 
gins)  Wolcott,  early  pioneers  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  coming  to  Ohio  from  Connecticut, 
their  native  state.  Captain  Wolcott  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving  as  captain 
of  his  company.  Subsequently  coming  to  the 
Reserve,  he  was  for  many  successive  years 
actively  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  be- 
ing a  leading  member  of  the  farming  com- 
munity of  Farrington  and  one  of  its  most 
extensive  landholders.  Five  children  were  born 
of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stull,  namely: 
Two  children  who  died  in  infancy;  Minnie, 
wife  of  Alfred  F.  Harris,  of  Warren;  Carrie, 
deceased,  and  Harry  McKinney,  deceased. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stull's  married  life  was  one 
of  strong  companionship.  They  were  alike 
interested  in  public  and  philanthropic  work, 
and  together  labored  for  their  church,  the 
Methodist.  They  were  a  happy,  rollicking 
pair,  and  whenever  they  were  out  together 
there  was  frolic  and  fun.  Each  enjoyed  a 
joke  on  the  other  and  tales  told  of  them  and 
their  fun  are  laughingly  retold  today.  Their 
home  was  a  veritable  hotel,  all  people  being 
welcomed. 

Alfred  F.  Harris  was  born  in  Covington, 
Kentucky,  a  son  of  James  and  Hannah  (Car- 
penter) Harris,  coming  on  both  sides  of  the 
family  of  English  ancestry.  He  is  a  man  of 
pronounced  ability,  and  an  important  factor  in 
the  promotion  of  the  business  prosperity  of 
Warren,  where  he  resides,  and  of  Niles,  where 
he  has  extensive  manufacturing  interests.  He 
and  his  younger  brother,  Charles,  invented 
and  improved  the  Harris  automatic  press 
(printing),  and  Mr.  Harris  is  engaged  in  its 
manufacture  and  sale.  He  has  a  mechanical 
mind  and  is  very  popular  among  his  friends. 

Mrs.  Minnie  Stull  Harris  has  the  business 
ability  of  her  father  and  manages  the  property 
left  her  by  him.  As  this  property  consists 
partly  of  farms,  this  is  no  small  task.  She 
has  been  at  the  head  of  the  Free  Kinder- 
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garten,  and  has  carried  it  on  successfully,  de- 
spite much  discouragement.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Harris  occupy  a  high  social  position.  Alfred 
StuU  Harris,  their  only  child,  is  beginning 
college  life. 

William  Barrett  Cole,  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business  on  an  extensive  scale,  was 
born  in  Colebrook,  Ohio,  near  which  he  still 
resides,  in  1864.  His  ancestry  mingles  in  his 
veins  the  English,  Scotch  and  French  blood, 
although  the  date  of  the  establishment  of  the 
family  in  America  is  not  exactly  known.  The 
Cole  family  has  been  prominent  in  Colebrook 
since  1825  when  his  grandfather,  Gilbert  Cole, 
removed  there  from  Gorham,  New  York.  He 
afterward  went  to  Illinois  (1865)  and  died  in 
Whiteside  county  in  that  state  in  1872.  Gil- 
bert Cole  married  Sally  Owen  of  Colebrook  in 
183s,  her  death  taking  place  about  1865.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children :  Mary,  Will- 
iam F.,  Dudley  (died  in  1880),  and  Cyrus  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Cole's 
father,  William  FrankHn  Cole,  \yas  born  in 
Colebrook  in  1840  and  in  186 1  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Addie  E.  Barrett.  He  died 
four  years  later,  in  1865,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-five  years.  His  occupation  was  that 
of  a  farmer. 

William  Barrett  Cole  enjoyed  the  advan- 
tages of  a  good  education,  attending  the  com- 
mon school  at  Geneva,  Ohio,  taking  a  course 
in  a  normal  school  and  graduating  in  1881 
from  the  high  school  of  Corry,  Pennsylvania. 
In  that  same  year  he  began  his  career  as 
a  nurseryman  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  in  which 
he  has  enjoyed  an  unqualified  success.  He 
began  by  buying  a  tract  of  land  100  acres  in 
extent,  located  on  Mentor  avenue,  about  a 
mile  and  a  half  west  of  Painesville.  He  has 
since  increased  his  acreage  until  it  is  twice  its 
original  size  and  devotes  the  land  exclusively 
to  the  raising  of  nursery  stock.  In  the  last 
fifteen  years  Mr.  Cole  has  expended  some 
$15,000  on  his  nursery  for  buildings,  con- 
veniences, and  improvements  of  all  sorts.  He 
employs  from  twenty  to  forty  hands  in  his 
business  according  to  the  demands  of  the  sea- 
son, and  his  stock  is  widely  and  favorably 
known  for  its  excellent  quality. 

Mr.  Cole  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
active  men  of  the  locality,  entering  with  zeal 
upon  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  was  ap- 
pointed school  director  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  gave  excellent  service  in  the  six 
or  eight  years  of  his  incumbency.     He  is  in- 


dependent in  politics,  believing  that  the  best 
man  and  the  best  measure*^  should  far  out- 
weigh mere  partisanship.  Although  Mr.  Cole 
is  not  a  member,  he  affiliates  with  the  Baptist 
church  and  has  been  a  trustee  for  about  eight 
years. 

In  1894  Mr.  Cole  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
happy  domestic  life  by  his  marriage  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Stowe  Shepard  of  Ashtabula  county. 
They  are  the  parents  of  a  family  of  four  sons: 
Gilbert,  born  in  1895  J  William  Alfred,  born 
in  1896;  Barrett,  bom  in  1897;  and  Kenneth, 
born  in  1901. 

James  Harmon  Shelley. — Standing  prom- 
inent among  the  substantial  and  active  busi- 
ness men  of  Wellington,  Lorain  county,  is 
James  H.  Shelley,  proprietor  of  a  large  flour 
mill,  and  an  extensive  dealer  in  grain,  lime, 
and  other  commodities.  A  native  of  Ohio, 
he  was  born,  July  12,  i860,  at  Milford  Center, 
Union  county,  of  Irish  parentage  and  an- 
cestry. 

The  father  of  James  H.,  was  bom  and 
reared  in  Ireland,  and  was  there  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Ellen  Manion.  In  1858  he  came 
across  the  seas  with  his  bride,  locating  first  in 
New  York  city.  Coming  from  there  to  Ohio. 
he  ran  a  flour  mill  at  Milford  Center  for 
awhile,  after  which  he  lived  for  a  time  in 
Cleveland,  and  then  North  Amherst,  in  Lo- 
rain county.  His  last  days,  however,  he  spent 
in  the  state  of  Washington,  making  his  home 
with  a  son  and  daughter  until  his  death,  in 
1894. 

Completing,  his  school  life  at  North  Am- 
herst, James  H.  Shelley  there  learned  the  mil- 
ler's trade.  Going  to  Sandusky,  Erie  county, 
in  1877,  ^^  worked  in  a  flour  mill  in  that  ciiy 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  for  a  time 
similarly  employed  at  Bellevue,  Huron  county. 
Going  to  New  York  city  in  1880,  Mr.  Shelley 
was  in  the  employ  of  the  Hecker- Jones  Com- 
pany for  a  period  of  eleven  years,  when,  in 
1 89 1,  he  accepted  a  position  with  the  Jersey 
City  Milling  Company,  at  Jersey  City,  re- 
maining there  about  six  years.  While  there 
Mr.  Shelley  bought  the  Arlington  Mill  prop- 
erty in  Wellington,  Ohio,  and  in  1897  came 
here  to  assume  its  management.  The  mill  was 
burned  about  nine  months  after  he  bought 
it,  being  destroyed  in  September,  1897,  hav- 
ing then  been  in  existence  a  half  century.  The 
plant  was  eventually  rebuilt  by  the  Farmers' 
Milling  Company,  of  Wauseon,  Minnesota. 
In  the  meantime,  Mr.  Shelley  bought  a  ware- 
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house  property  in  Sandusky,  and  having  im- 
proved it,  traded  it  for  the  new  mill  in  Well- 
ington, making  the  deal  in  1900.  This  plant 
has  a  capacity  of  150  barrels  a  day,  and  is 
finely  equipped  with  up-to-date  machinery,  in- 
cluding a  roller  process  for  making  flour.  In 
addition  to  milling,  Mr.  Shelley  carries  on  a 
large  and  profitable  mercantile  business,  deal- 
ing in  grain,  salt,  lime,  plaster,  and  building 
supplies  of  all  kinds,  his  trade  in  this  line  ex- 
tending to  all  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Shelley  married  Jane  McKernan,  who 
was  born  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Nellie,  wife 
of  G.  A.  Gott,  of  Wellington ;  Anna ;  Jennie ; 
and  Alice.  A  Democrat  in  politics,  Mr.  Shel- 
ley is  active  in  party  affairs,  and  has  served 
in  the  City  Council.  He  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Safety  in  1907,  and 
was  honored  with  a  re-election  in  1909,  being 
the  only  Democrat  on  the  board.  Fraternally 
he  joined  the  Ancient  Free  &  Accepted  Masons 
while  in  New  York  city,  and  is  a  member  of 
two  fraternal  organizations  of  Wellington,  be- 
longing to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  to  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He  is  financially 
interested  in  a  lumber  firm  which  was  or- 
ganized in  Missouri,  the  company's  interests 
being  in  New  Madrid  county,  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  that  state. 

William  H.  Derhammer. — For  many 
years  a  representative  agriculturist  of  Medina 
county  and  well  known  and  highly  respected 
citizen  of  Guilford  township,  William  H.  Der- 
hammer was  one  of  the  extensive  landholders 
of  this  part  of  the  Western  Reserve,  owning 
four  highly  improved  farms,  and  his  home- 
stead was  the  abode  of  taste  and  refinement, 
as  well  as  of  thrift  and  plenty.  A  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  he  was  born,  August  11,  1838, 
in  Northampton  county,  which  was  likewise 
the  birthplace  of  his  father,  Reuben  Derham- 
mer, and  he  passed  from  this  life  on  July  29, 
1909.  Migrating  from  Pennsylvania  to  Ohio 
in  1840  Reuben  Derhammer  bought  nine- 
ty-five acres  of  land  in  Guilford  Cen- 
ter, Medina  county,  and  by  dint  of  per- 
severing industry  cleared  and  improved  a 
farm,  which  he  managed  satisfactorily  until 
his  death.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Elizabeth  Boyer,  was  born  and  bred  in  Penn- 
sylvania, living  in  Northampton  county  until 
coming  with  her  husband  to  Medina  county. 

Attending  the  district  schools  in  the  days  of 
his  boyhood  and  youth,  William  H.  Derham- 


mer began  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  to  oper- 
ate a  threshing  machine,  and  was  thus  engaged 
throughout  every  harvesting,  season  until  1908. 
He  was  widely  known  throughout  the  entire 
county  for  his  skill  in  handling  his  machine, 
and  was  employed  to  thresh  grain  not  only  in 
his  own  township,  but  in  many  different  sec- 
tions of  the  county.  As  his  means  increased 
Mr.  Derhammer  wisely  invested  in  land,  be- 
coming the  owner  of  four  farms  in  Guilford 
township,  one  containing  one  hundred  acres  of 
rich  and  fertile  land,  another  containing  sixty- 
seven  acres,  and  the  third  consisting  of  seven- 
ty-eight acres,  while  the  fourth  has  one  hun- 
dred and  one  acres.  All  are  well  supplied  with 
substantial  buildings  of  all  kinds  and  equipped 
with  modern  machinery  necessary  to  facilitate 
the  otherwise  slow  and  tedious  work  of  the 
farmer.  He  raised  an  abundance  of  all  the 
crops  common  to  this  part  of  the  country,  but 
was  especially  noted  as  a  wheat  grower. 

Mr.  Derhammer  married  in  his  twenty- 
fourth  year  Hannah  Reich,  who  was  born  in 
Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1845, 
and  came  with  her  parents,  Abram  and  Cath- 
erine (Miller)  Reich,  to  Medina  county  when 
an  infant.  Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Derhammer  the  following  is  the  record: 
Carrie,  who  married  David  Rosenberger,  of 
Guilford  township,  and  died  in  1895 ;  Samuel, 
who  has  charge  of  the  homestead  farm ;  Mary 
C,  wife  of  Dallas  Shook;  William  F.,  an  en- 
terprising and  highly  respected  farmer  of 
Guilford  township,  residing  near  the  home- 
stead farm ;  Bertha,  who  died  April  20,  1909, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years;  Jay  E.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  in  1905 ;  and 
two,  Steve  and  Charles,  who  died  in  infancy. 
Mrs.  Derhammer  has  six  grandchildren.  She 
is  living  with  her  daughter-in-law,  Hannah 
Derhammer. 

Mr.  Derhammer  was  a  man  of  recognized 
business  ability,  and  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Lightning  Rod  Mutual  Fire  Protective 
Association  of  Seville,  Ohio,  and  was  at  one 
time  elected  its  treasurer,  a  position  in  which 
he  served  most  acceptably  to  all  concerned 
until  his  death.  Religiously  he  was  an  active 
and  valued  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

AiJEL  W.  Phelps. — One  of  the  venerable 
and  honored  pioneer  citizens  of  the  Western 
Reserve,  of  which  he  is  a  native  son,  is  Mr. 
Phelps,  who  is  now  retired  from  active  labors 
and  responsibilities  and  who  resides  in  the 
home  of  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Harlan  P.  Gill,  of 
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Madison,  Lake  county.  His  memory  links  the 
early  pioneer  epoch  with  the  gallant  new  twen- 
tieth centurv,  and  he  has  witnessed  the  trans- 
formation  of  the  Western  Reserve  from  the 
condition  of  a  virtual  forest  wilderness  into 
one  of  the  most  opulent  and  favored  sections 
of  our  great  national  domain.  He  has  con- 
tributed his  quota  to  the  work  of  development 
and  progress  and  has  so  ordered  his  course  as 
to  commend  himself  at  all  times  to  the  confi- 
dence and  good  w^ill  of  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Phelps  was  born  in  Thompson  town- 
ship, Geauga  county,  Ohio,  on  October  ii, 
1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Abel  and  Eleanor  (West) 
Phelps,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  at  Box 
Hamstead,  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  in 
Springfield,  that  state.  Both  families  were 
founded  in  New  England  in  the  colonial  days. 
When  Abel  Phelps  was  a  lad  of  eight  years  his 
parents  removed  to  Bradford  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  was  reared  and  educated 
and  where  he  became  the  owner  of  a  farm. 
He  there  continued  to  reside  until  he  had  at- 
tained to  his  legal  majority.  In  the  autumn  of 
18 18  he  came  to  Ohio  in  company  with  two 
other  Pennsylvania  men,  and  they  made  the 
.entire  trip  on  foot.  He  exchanged  his  land  in 
Pennsylvania  for  200  acres  of  heavily  timbered 
land  in  Thompson  township,  Geauga  county. 
He  here  passed  the  winter  of  1 818- 19  and  was 
employed  by  a  man  named  Goldsmith,  who 
was  building  a  house  upon  his  farm  in  Madi- 
son township.  Lake  county, — the  place  now 
owned  by  Howard  Wood.  In  April,  1819,  Mr. 
Phelps  returned  to  Bradford  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Eleanor  West,  whose  parents  had  re- 
moved to  that  countv  from  Connecticut.  He 
remained  in  the  old  Keystone  state  until  1822, 
when  he  started  with  his  bride  for  his  embry- 
onic farm  in  the  wilds  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio. 
The  journey  was  made  with  wagons  and  ox 
teams,  and  in  addition  to  the  little  store  of 
household  necessities  he  brought  with  him  a 
cow  and  six  sheep.  While  en  route  to  the  new 
home  he  and  his  wife  tarried  for  a  few  days 
in  the  home  of  a  friend  residing,  six  miles 
south  of  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  and  while  there 
their  first  child,  a  daughter,  was  born,  so  that 
the  little  family  circle  was  augmented  when  the 
destination  was  reached.  After  making  a 
suitable  clearing  on  his  land  Abel  Phelps  there 
erected  a  primitive  log  house,  of  the  type  com- 
mon to  the  pioneer  days,  and  it  was  in  this 
dwelling  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born.    It  may  be  said  also  that  the  more  pre- 


tentious house  which  was  erected  bv  AW 
Phelps  in  1839  is  still  standing  and  in  a  %iM 
state  of  preservation,  being  still  used  for  resi- 
dence purposes.  While  building  his  original 
log  cabin  Mr.  Phelps  and  his  family  found 
shelter  beneath  the  wagon  box,  which  was 
turned  upside  down  and  mounted  oh  stakes. 
At  the  time  when  he  first  came  to  Geaujja 
county,  in  18 18,  there  were  but  twelve  familie^ 
residing,  in  Thompson  township,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  after  he  here  established  his 
home,  the  residence  of  his  nearest  neighbor 
was  fully  two  and  one-half  miles  distant.  He 
and  his  wife  lived  up  to  the  full  tension  of  the 
pioneer  life,  enduring  their  quota  of  hardship> 
and  vicissitudes,  but  having  unflinching  cour- 
age and  being  sustained  by  mutual  affection 
and  companionship.  The  rude  log  house  rep- 
resented a  home  in  the  truest  sense  of  the 
term,  and  their  children  came  to  add  life  and 
brightness  to  the  cheery  hearth.  Abel  Phelps 
ably  faced  the  herculean  task  of  literally  hew- 
ing out  a  farm  in  the  midst  of  the  primeni 
forest,  and  his  "strength  was  as  the  number 
of  his  days.'*  He  succeeded  in  developing:  a 
productive  farm  and  there  his  later  years  were 
passed  in  peace  and  generous  comfort.  In  the 
early  years  the  family  larder  was  largely  sup- 
plied by  wild  game,  of  which  all  kinds  were 
to  be  had  in  abundance, — deer,  bears,  turkeys 
etc.  The  w-olves  were  a  constant  menace  to 
the  domestic  animals,  and  it  was  almost  im- 
possible to  protect  the  sheep  from  the  depre- 
dations of  these  wily  foes.  One  of  the  ea^lie^t 
recollections  of  Abel  W.  Phelps,  subject  of 
this  review,  was  that  of  seeing  two  or  more 
wolves  start  to  attack  his  father's  sheep,  and 
as  his  father  was  absent  from  the  house  hi> 
mother  valiantly  took  the  rifle  and  fired  at  the 
marauders,  which  she  thus  succeeded  in  driv- 
ing, away.  In  1828  Abel  Phelps  and  his  wife 
made  their  first  visit  to  the  old  home  in  Brad- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  and  during  their 
absence  his  mother  had  the  care  of  the  home 
and  children.  He  continued  to  reside  on  hi^ 
old  homestead  until  his  death. — a  period  of 
sixty-seven  years, — and  there  he  died  in  1884. 
at  the  patriarchal  age  of  eighty-nine  years.  His 
life  was  one  of  earnest  and  honest  toil  and  was 
marked  by  the  most  inflexible  integrity  and  by 
other  generous  attributes  of  character.  Of 
those  who  were  residents  of  Thompson  town- 
ship at  the  time  when  he  there  took  up  his 
abode  only  one  survived  him,  Esquire  Charles 
Goodrich,  who  had  located  in  the  township  a 
few  years  prior  to  his  there  establishing  his 
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home.  His  first  wife  died  on  September  12, 
1839,  and  he  later  contracted  a  second  mar- 
riage, being  united  to  a  widow,  Mrs.  Lucretia 
Coffinger,  who  survived  him  by  eight  years 
and  who  died  in  the  state  of  Kansas,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-seven  years.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  the  first  marriage,  and  of  the  number 
four  lived  to  attain  years  of  maturity.  The 
eldest  child.  Mary,  never  married  and  she  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty  years.  The  three  now  living 
are  Abel  W..  to  whom  this  article  is  dedicated ; 
Ann  E..  wlio  is  the  widow  of  Rice  Palmer 
and  resides  at  Athens,  Pennsylvania;  and 
Orrill,  who  is  the  wife  of  Luther  Fanning,  of 
Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania. 

Abel  W.  Phelps  was  reared  under  the  con- 
ditions and  influences  of  the  pioneer  epoch  in 
the  Western  Reserve,  and  his  early  educational 
training  was  confined  to  the  primitive  sub- 
scription schools,  which  he  attended  during 
the  short  winter  terms.  During  the  summer 
seasons  he  aided  in  the  work  of  the  home 
farm,  and  he  continued  to  be  identified  with 
its  management  until  his  marriage,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-seven  years.  He  then  purchased  a 
farm  of  sixty  acres,  contiguous  to  that  of  his 
father,  and  he  developed  the  property  into  one 
of  the  model  farmsteads  of  that  section.  There 
he  continued  to  maintain  his  home  for  nearlv 
sixty  years,  and  he  was  one  of  the  honored 
and  influential  citizens  of  his  native  township. 
His  devoted  wife  was  summoned  to  eternal 
rest  on  April  2,  1884,  and  the  loss  of  his  loved 
companion  constituted  the  maximum  bereave- 
ment of  his  life.  She  was  a  woman  of  gentle 
and  kindly  nature  and  won  to  herself  the 
aflPectionate  regard  of  all  who  came  within  the 
circle  of  her  gracious  influence.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Sarah  Brotzman  and  she  was  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  of  stanch  (jerman 
lineage. 

Tn  1885  Mr.  Phelps  sold  the  old  homestead 
farm  and  went  to  Ellsworth  county,  Kansas, 
in  company  with  his  youngest  daughter  and 
her  husband,  Harlan  P.  Gill.  There  he  secured 
a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres  of  government 
land,  and  he  improved  the  property,  upon 
which  he  remained  until  he  had  secured  his 
title  to  the  same,  under  the  conditions  defined 
by  the  government.  He  returned  to  Ohio  and 
makes  his  home  with  his  youngest  daughter, 
Lillian,  wife  of  Harlan  P.  Gill,  of  Madison, 
Lake  county,  of  whom  specific  mention  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  publication.  In  politics  Mr. 
Phelps  was  originally  aligned  as  a  supporter 


of  the  Whig  party,  and  he  cast  his  first  presi- 
dential vote  for  Zachary  Taylor.  He  has  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party  from  the 
time  of  its  organization  and  has  taken  a  deep 
and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  though 
never  a  seeker  of  political  office  of  any  descrip- 
tion. Of  their  children  the  eldest  is  Emma,  who 
is  now  the  wife  of  Isaac  McKean,  of  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania;  Clinton  A.  is  county 
commissioner  and  mayor  in  the  village  of  Mad- 
ison, Ohio ;  the  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was 
Emma  Malin ;  John  C.  is  a  successful  farmer 
in  Ellsworth  county,  Kansas ;  and  Lillian  is  the 
wife  of  Harlan  P.  Gill,  as  already  stated. 

Mrs.  Margerite  Blaine  Horner,  who  re- 
sides in  Friendville,  Medina  county,  is  the 
widow  of  John  Horner,  an  old-time  shoe- 
maker, farmer  and  honored  citizen  of  Lodi, 
who  died  in  1903.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Catherine  (Wayne)  Blaine,  her 
father  being  a  cousin  of  Honorable  James  G. 
Blaine,  the  distinguished  statesman.  Mrs. 
Horner  lives  in  a  comfortable  home,  somewhat 
retired,  receives  her  pension  as  the  widow  of 
a  brave  Union  soldier,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
respected  residents  of  Friendville.  She  is  a 
Pennsylvania  lady,  born  January  25,  1837,  and 
on  October  17,  1854,  she  was  married  to  John 
Horner.  Seven  children  blessed  their  union, 
namely:  Emma  Alice  Horner,  born  February 
29,  1856,  married  Frank  Steele  on  November 
28.  1881,  and  died  on  December  25,  1894; 
Nellie  Horner,  born  October  16,  1857,  was 
married  to  A.  J.  Steele  on  October  18,  1877; 
William  Horner,  born  December  9,  1859,  lives 
near  Lodi;  R.  R.  Horner,  born  September  17, 
1861,  is  a  jeweler,  living  in  Townsend,  Mon- 
tana: Minerva  Horner,  born  July  26,  1863, 
married  H.  E.  Albert  on  April  i,  1882;  Harry 
Horner,  born  December  13,  1876,  died  Decem- 
ber 18,  1882;  and  Isy  Ildieary  Horner,  born 
December  13,  1874,  died  December  3,  1882. 

The  late  John  Horner  was  born  in  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  in  the  old  town  of  Wooster,  on 
November  18,  1830,  a  son  of  John  and  Rachel 
(Irvin)  Horner,  who  emigrated  from  the 
home  in  Pennsylvania  to  Wooster,  Ohio,  when 
that  city  was  composed  of  a  few  log  cabins. 
John  Horner  followed  his  trade  of  tanning  at 
that  place  for  a  number  of  years,  and  subse- 
quently moved  from  Wooster  to  Jackson  in 
Wayne  county,  where  he  also  followed  his 
trade  for  a  number  of  years.  He  then  moved 
to  Lodi,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
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life,  dying  on  September  15,  1879.  His  wife 
died  on  January  i,  1863.  James  Horner,  their 
first  born,  learned  the  tanner's  trade  with  his 
father,  and  followed  the  occupation  as  long  as 
did  his  father.  He  died  in  April,  1903.  John 
Horner  was  their  second  son.  Elizabeth  Hor- 
ner Henry  is  living  near  Lodi  with  her  son, 
Frank,  and  her  other  son,  Fred,  is  a  farmer 
near  by.  Calvin  Horner,  the  youngest  son  of 
John  and  Rachel  Horner,  is  living  west  of 
Lodi.  Mary  and  Harriet  Horner  died  in  young 
womanhood,  and  David  and  Eaton  Horner 
were  drowned  while  skating. 

John  Horner,  the  son,  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade  with  Milo  Loomis  in  Lodi,  and 
shoemaking,  the  drygoods  business  and  farm- 
ing continued  his  life's  work  until  he  went  into 
the  army  on  April  4,  1864,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-sixth  Ohio 
Infantry,  Colonel  Blake,  of  Medina,  command- 
ing. He  was  honorably  discharged  with  his 
regiment  when  their  term  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired, and  returning  then  to  Lodi  he  continued 
four  years  before  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
his  labors  at  the  bench  and  in  the  field  until 
April  23,  1903.  Mr.  Horner  suffered  greatly 
from  ill  health  during  his  army  life,  and  for 
four  years  before  his  death  he  was  an  invalid 
and  was  tenderly  cared  for  by  his  widow. 

Elliott  Kimball. — The  personnel  of  the 
executive  corps  of  Ashtabula  county  is  such 
as  to  reflect  credit  on  the  countv  and  to  main- 
tain  the  high  prestige  always  maintained  by 
its  officials.  He  whose  name  initiates  this 
sketch  is  giving  a  most  discriminating  and  sat- 
recorder  and  maintains  his  home  in  Conneaut, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  Kimball  is  a  native  of  the  old  Keystone 
state,  having  been  born  in  Girard,  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  May  12,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  Albert  T.  and  Mariette  (Hall)  Kimball, 
both  of  whom  were  likewise  natives  of  Penn- 
■svlvania  and  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 
Elliott  Kimball  was  afforded  the  advantages 
of  the  public  schools  of  his  native  city,  includ- 
ing the  high  school,  and  after  attaining  to 
years  of  maturity  he  was  there  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  a  time.  Later  he  was 
the  owner  of  a  general  store  at  Clark  Corners, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  where  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  1884  and  where  he  served 
as  postmaster  for  the  long  period  of  nineteen 
vears.  He  was  one  of  the  most  influential 
citizens  of  that  village  and  that  he  gained  un- 


qualified popularity  in  Ashtabula  county  had 
sufficient  voucher  when,  in  1901,  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  county  recorder.  He  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  1902  and  so  satisfac- 
tory was  his  handling  of  the  same  that  he  was 
chosen  as  his  own  successor  in  1904  and  was 
reappointed  in  1908,  so  that  he  is  now  sen- 
ing  his  seventh  consecutive  year  as  incumbent 
of  this  important  office.  While  a  resident  of 
Clark  Corners  he  rendered  efficient  service  as 
justice  of  the  peace  and  he  wielded  much  in- 
fluence in  public  affairs  in  the  village.  He  has 
shown  marked  executive  abilitv  and  has  the 
affairs  of  his  present  office  thoroughly  system- 
atized and  effectively  managed.  Mr.  Kimball 
is  a  member  of  the  directorate  of  the  Con- 
neaut Mutual  Loan  &  Trust  Company  an^^ 
the  Conneaut  Leather  Company,  both  repre- 
sentative concerns  of  the  county,  and  is  also 
a  director  of  the  Electric  Respirone  Com- 
pany, of  Oeveland.  His  political  allegiance 
is  given  to  the  Republican  party,  in  who^e 
cause  he  has  rendered  veoman  ser\'ice,  and  he 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, in  which  his  affiliations  include  mem- 
bership in  Cache  Commandery,  Knights  Tem- 
plars and  Al  Koran  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic 
Order  of  the  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
in  the  city  of  Cleveland.  He  and  his  wife 
hold  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church. 

In  the  year  1874  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Kimball  to  Miss  Marian  Hogle. 
daughter  of  William  Hogle,  of  Clark  Corners, 
Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  brief  record  is 
here  given  concerning  the  five  children  of  this 
union :  Jennie  C.  is  the  wife  of  R.  E.  Mygatt, 
of  Conneaut ;  Ida  M.  is  the  wife  of  Attorney 
Charles  L.  Whitney,  superintendent  of  the  Con- 
neaut Leather  Company ;  William  A.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  general  merchandise  business  at 
Clark  Corners,  married  Miss  Lena  Robinson: 
Glenn  E.  is  in  business  for  himself  in  Corr}*. 
Pennsylvania ;  and  R.  Floyd  is  a  clerk  in  the 
Fauver  &  Walker  Clothing  Company,  Con- 
neaut, Ohio. 

Wallace  H.  Bullard,  one  of  the  agricul- 
turists of  Richmond  township,  has  been  al- 
most a  lifelong  resident  of  Ashtabula  count}', 
prominently  identified  with  its  interests  and 
institutions.  His  father,  Seth  Bullard,  born  in 
Massachusetts  in  1794,  came  to  Kingsville  in 
1832,  and  was  a  farmer  of  that  community 
until  his  death  in  1850,  dying  in  the  faith  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was 
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a  member  and  officeholder.  He  married  Olive 
Chapin,  also  from  Massachusetts,  and  their 
children  were:  Edward  C,  born  in  October, 
1826,  and  died  in  June  of  1880;  Wallace  H., 
born  January  6,  1829,  is  married  and  lives  in 
Richmond  township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio; 
and  Earle  C,  born  February  22,  1 831,  in  Berk- 
shire county,  Massachusetts,  lives  in  Tusca- 
rora,   Nevada. 

Wallace  H.  Bullard  attended  in  his  youth 
the.Kingsville  Academy,  and  afterward  taught 
school  for  two  terms.  In  his  early  life  he 
also  worked  in  a  dairy  farm  and  made  cheese, 
and  during  the  Civil  war  period  he  enlisted 
on  October  7,  1862,  in  the  Sixth  Ohio  Volun- 
teer Cavalry,  Company  B,  of  which  he  was 
later  made  the  quartermaster  sergeant,  and 
was  discharged  as  regimental  sergeant,  re- 
enlisting  in  Company  K  as  first  lieutenant,  and 
being  mustered  out  as  captain.  During  his 
army  service  with  the  Sixth  Ohio  he  was  twice 
wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  wrist.  He 
now  has  membership  relations  with  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  Hiram  Kile  Post,  No. 
80,  at  Andover.  He  has  served  as  a  trustee 
of  Dorset  township,  as  the  assessor  of  both 
personal  and  public  real  estate  and  as  a  census 
enumerator.  His  estate  contains  236  acres 
in  Richmond  township,  and  he  is  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  the  breeding  of  Holstein 
cattle  and  in  dairy  farming.  After  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  provost  marshal  of  Surry 
county,  Virginia;  agent  for  the  Freedmen's 
Bureau;  also  administered  the  amnesty  oath 
of  Andrew  Johnson,  making  treason  odious 
to  those  of  the  Confederate  States  army  who 
had  a  commission,  so  they  could  become  citi- 
zens. 

Mr.  Bullard  married,  in  December  of  1853, 
Sally  Slater,  born  in  Cherry  Valley,  Septem- 
ber 25,  1828,  and  their  children  are:  Rollin 
E.,  who  was  born  in  1854,  and  died  in  1908, 
was  a  thirty-second  degree  Mason  and  a 
Shriner;  Henry  M.,  born  in  March  of  1856, 
is  married,  and  lives  in  Richmond  township, 
and  is  a  Mason;  Charlotte  L.,  bom  in  1858, 
married  Chauncey  Russell,  and  lives  in  Cherry 
Valley,  Ashtabula  county;  Mr.  Russell  died 
November  25,  1909;  William  W.,  born  in 
1868.  married  first  Miss  Batelman,  who  died, 
and  for  his  second  wife  he  married  Charlotte 
Fleming,  who  was  born  February  16,  1866, 
and  he  was  a  Master  Mason  at  Andover,  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason  at  Jefferson,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council  at  Conneaut;  Carlos  S. 
Bullard,    the    youngest,    is    married,   lives    in 


Washington,  and  is  also  a  Mason,  a  Knight 
Templar  and  Shriner.  Mr.  Bullard,  the  father, 
is  a  Master  Mason  at  Andover,  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  at  Jefferson,  a  member  of  Cache  Com- 
mandery,  K.  T.,  at  Conneaut,  and  of  Al  Koran 
Shrine,  at  Cleveland.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  the  Black  String  Society,  organized  in  Dor- 
set township  many  years  ago,  and  was  at  one 
time  treasurer  of  the  society. 

Stephen  Baldwin,  youngest  son  of  Ste- 
phen and  Lucy  Staples  Baldwin,  was  born  in 
Granville,  Massachusetts,  November  25,  1798. 
His  parents,  with  their  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren, came  to  Ohio,  arriving  in  what  is  now 
Nelson  township,  Portage  county,  in  October, 
1803.  The  winter  was  spent  in  a  hunter's 
cabin,  located  on  ground  now  belonging  to 
the  Methodist  Church.  They  suffered  great 
hardships  and  privations,  and  possibly  starva- 
tion would  have  been  their  fate  but  for  the 
aid  of  friendly  Cayuga  Indians.  In  the  fol- 
lowing spring  the  elder  Stephen  purchased 
from  the  Connecticut  Land  Company  160 
acres,  a  part  of  it  located  on  what  is  now 
known  as  "Nelson  Ledges."  A  small  log 
house  was  built,  and  here,  by  the  light  of 
hickory  bark,  with  a  beginning  of  only  six 
week's  school  in  the  East,  and  a  meager  supply 
of  books,  Stephen  Baldwin  studied  until  he 
became  proficient  in  all  common  English 
branches,  being  particularly  correct  in  the  use 
of  language.  A  careful  reader,  with  a  most 
wonderful  memory,  well  versed  in  the  litera- 
ture of  that  day,  notably  the  Bible,  he  was  in- 
terested in  the  promotion  of  schools  and  col- 
leges, believing  a  sound  education  the  best  pos- 
sible investment  for  the  young.  He  aspired  to 
a  professional  life,  but  the  care  of  an  aged 
mother  and  crippled  brother  compelled  him  to 
remain  upon  the  farm. 

As  early  as  1830  Mr.  Baldwin  became  inter- 
ested in  the  anti-slavery  movement  started  by 
William  Lloyd  Garrison,  and  was  a  subscriber 
for  the  Liberator,  edited  by  him,  in  183 1.  In 
1836  a  society  was  formed  called  the  "Portage 
County  Anti-Slavery  Society,"  probably  under 
the  auspices  of  the  American  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety, founded  by  Garrison  in  1832.  It  con- 
sisted of  only  fourteen  members,  although 
Portage  at  that  time  was  a  large  county,  em- 
bracing not  only  the  present  number  of  town- 
ships but  a  part  of  what  is  now  Summit 
county.  Being  a  man  of  principle  and  fear- 
less in  his  advocacy  of  what  he  thought  to  be 
right,  he  became  a  leading  spirit  in  the  unpop- 
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iilar  movement.  Like  all  reformers,  he  en- 
dured persecution  and  ridicule ;  was  even 
threatened  with  excommunication  from  the 
Congregational  Church,  of  which  he  was  a 
leading  member.  Upon  one  occasion,  after 
making  an  anti-slavery  speech  in  Garrettsville, 
he  was  mobbed  with  stale  eggs  by  a  gang  of 
men,  and  the  same  night  a  posse  of  men  were 
hidden  under  a  bridge  just  south  of  the  center, 
awaiting  his  coming  with  tar  and  feathers. 
After  the  riot  at  the  close  of  the  meeting,  he 
accompanied  Edward  Clark  to  his  home  in 
Windham  to  obtain  some  necessary  papers, 
having  been  appointed  organizer  of  branch  so- 
cieties in  the  different  townships  of  Portage 
and  Geauga  county,  and  returned  home  by 
another  route,  thus  frustrating  their  fiendish 
plans.  People  in  the  twentieth  century  will 
ask,  could  such  intolerance  have  existed  on 
the  Western  Reserve  in  the  nineteenth  century  ? 
Previous  to  1840,  a  few  noble  men  rallied 
to  Mr.  Baldwin's  support  —  Nelson  Bierce, 
Horatio  Taylor,  Elisha  Taylor,  Garrett  Gates, 
Orrin  Smith,  and  a  few  others,  who  greatly 
relieved  the  open  persecution.  Those  local 
societies  were  the  **grain  of  mustard"  which 
the  Liberty  party  and  later  the  Free  Soil  party 
grew.  Stephen  Baldwin  did  not  live  to  see 
the  triumph  of  the  cause  for  which  he  labored, 
as  December  28,  1847,  c"<^led  hi^  short  but 
useful  life. 

John  M.  Blakesli^e  was  born  on  the  same 
farm  and  in  the  same  house  where  he  now 
lives,  born  September  4,  1856,  to  the  marriage 
union  of  Samuel  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Delano) 
IHakeslee.  Samuel  E.  lUakeslee  was  the  first 
white  male  child  born  in  Colebrook  town- 
ship, his  natal  day  being  the  i6th  of  May,  1821, 
and  his  parents  were  Joel  and  a  Miss  (Em- 
mett)  IMakeslec,  who  had  come  from  Cole- 
brook,  Connecticut,  in  1819,  and  they  named 
the  township  after  their  old  eastern  home. 
Joel  Blakeslce  was  a  teacher  in  Connecticut, 
teaching  both  a  singing  and  day  school,  and 
in  Ashtabula  coimty  he  connected  himself  with 
educational  work  in  New  Lebanon  and  in 
New  Lyme  during  the  winter  of  1819-20.  His 
father  and  brother  had  bought  a  large  tract 
of  land  in  Colebrook  township,  and  the  former. 
Colonel  Samuel  Blakeslee,  a  colonel  in  the  war 
of  1812,  gave  to  Joel  Blakeslee  a  part  of  this 
tract.  He  was  then  thirty-two  years  of  age 
and  the  father  of-  two  children.  Choosing  a 
good  building  site  on  the  highest  |)oint  of  his 
land   he   spent   the   first   night   here   under   a 


tree,  with  a  blanket  for  covering,  and  on  the 
following  day  the  New  Lyme  people,  three 
miles  distant,  came  to  help  him  erect  his  log 
cabin.  The  Gee  family  were  his  nearest  neigh- 
bors, and  during  the  first  winter  here,  while 
teaching  in  New  Lyme,  he  cut  his  foot  very 
severely.  Joel  Blakeslee  made  his  farm  his 
home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  in 
his  later  years  he  compiled  the  history  of  Ash- 
tabula county,  but  it  was  destroyed  with  the 
burning  of  the  court  house.  Later,  however, 
he  recompiled  this  history,  and  it  was  sent  to 
the  Historical  Society  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve. He  helped  organize  the  first  temperance 
movement  here,  and  in  the  earlier  vears  of  the 
history  of  the  township  he  served  in  many  of 
its  offices.  He  played  the  tenor  viol  in  church, 
where  he  also  taught  singing.  He  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  men  of  Colebrook 
township  in  his  day,  and  he  died  in  December 
of  1863,  the  father  of  three  sons  and  four 
daughters:  Sarah,  who  married  James  Wil- 
liams, of  Cherry  Valley,  and  died  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five  years:  Harriet,  who  married 
Lorenzo  Saunders,  of  Colebrook  township,  and 
she  died  at  the  age  of  fifty;  Samuel,  men- 
tioned below :  Adam,  who  lived  at  Colebrook 
and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight,  and  his 
wife  wrote  the  history  of  Colebrook:  Nancy, 
vvho  married  Sylvester  Perrin  and  died  when 
sixty-five  years  of  age:  Samuel,  also  of  Cole- 
brook, died  at  the  age  of  seventy-four ;  and 
]\Iary,  who  married  William  Addicott,  lived 
in  Trumbull  county  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy,  being  the  last  surviving  member  of 
the  family. 

Samuel  Blakeslee  lived  in  Colebrook  town- 
ship throughout  his  entire  life,  his  life's  span 
covering  fifty  years,  and  he  died  on  the  13th 
of  August,  1905.  His  wife  Elizabeth  died  in 
1883.  She  was  born  at  Hayfield  in  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  but  came  to  Ohio  in 
her  early  girlhood  days,  and  was  married  at 
the  age  of  nineteen.  Samuel  Blakeslee  was 
])romincntly  identified  with  the  public  life  of 
his  community,  and  was  a  valued  church  mem- 
ber. The  family  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
]>lakeslee  numbered  three  children,  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  The  latter,  Emarilla,  died 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  1861,  of  diphtheria. 
She  was  educated  at  a  select  school  and  had 
taught  during  the  summer  previous  to  her 
death.  Samuel  Horace,  born  July  26,  1852, 
left  home  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  afterward 
taught  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music  for 
two  years.     He  is  a  graduate  of  the  Oberlin 
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Conservatory  of  Music,  and  also  taught  there 
for  a  time.  During  fourteen  years  he  was  in 
charge  of  the  musical  department  of  Wesleyan 
University,  and  then  going  to  Denver,  Colo- 
rado, had  charge  of  the  musical  department  of 
the  Universitv  of  Denver  for  five  vears,  and 
has  since  heen  in  Cleveland,  a  real  estate  dealer 
and  a  railroad  and  oil  promoter.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  his  business  as  well  as  pro- 
fessional life. 

John  M.  Blakeslee,  with  the  exception  of 
eight  years  spent  in  Jefferson  and  in  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of 
the  old  Blakeslee  homestead  in  Colebrook 
township.  During  the  past  eleven  years  he 
has  been  a  traveling  salesman  in  Western 
Pennsylvania  and  eastern  Ohio,  and  during 
the  past  six  years  he  has  been  interested  in 
gold  mining  properties  in  the  Black  Hills  and 
Colorado.  He  is  the  secretary  of  the  Black 
Hills  and  Denver  Gold  Mining  Company,  capi- 
talized at  two  million  dollars,  and  the  stock 
is  largely  owned  by  Ashtabula  county  men. 
The  company  have  two  stamp  mills,  one  in  the 
Black  Hills  and  one  in  Colorado.  He  married 
in  1878  Simildia  Jerauld,  who  died  in  1891. 
leaving  three  children :  Jessie  M.,  the  wife  of 
Wells  Knowlton,  of  New  Lyme;  Bessie  I. 
Story,  of  Cleveland,  and  Horace  Birney,  living 
on  part  of  the  Blakeslee  farm.  In  1892  Mr. 
Blakeslee  married  Cornelia  S.  Smith,  from 
Jefferson,  Ohio,  and  a  son,  John  Harold,  has 
been  born  to  them. 

Fred  F.  Thomas. — One  of  the  most  active, 
respected  and  accomplished  members  of  the 
Ohio  bar  is  I'Ved  F.  Thomas,  a  leading  attor- 
ney of  Elyria.  He  was  born  May  29,  1859,  on 
the  old  Thomas  homestead,  in  Rochester  town- 
ship, Lorain  county,  a  son  of  De  Grasse  and 
Harriet  Thomas.  He  comes  of  distinguished 
New  England  ancestry,  and  of  loyal  stock, 
his  great-grandfathers  on  both  sides  of  the 
house  having  been  soldiers  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  being  directly  descended  on 
the  mother's  side  from  the  General  Schuvler 
of  Saratoga  fame,  while  both  of  his  grand- 
fathers were  soldiers  and  pensioners  of  the 
war  of  1812. 

Fafly  manifesting  a  love  for  books.  Mr. 
Thomas  was  given  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages, attending  first  the  district  school, 
then  the  Wellington  High  School,  later  Ober- 
lin  College.  Entering  then  the  University  of 
Michigan,  he  was  graduated  from  its  law  de- 
partment with  the  class  of  1882,  and  at  once 


began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Elyria. 
Entirely  changing  his  plans  in  1885,  Mr. 
Thomas  went  south,  and  for  two  vears  was 
engaged  in  cattle  ranching  in  Arkansas.  In 
November,  1887,  he  became  attorney  for  the 
United  States  Antimony  Company,  a  mining 
corporation,  and  held  the  position  a  year.  Re- 
signing it  in  1888,  he  was  for  about  four  years 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
the  Fourth  Judicial  District  of  Arkansas. 

On  January  i,  1893,  Mr.  Thomas  returned 
to  Elyria,  and  the  following  June  received  the 
Republican  nomination  for  the  office  of  prose- 
cuting attorney  for  Lorain  county,  and  was 
subsequently  elected  by  a  handsome  majority. 
He  served  as  chairman  of  the  Countv  Reoub- 
lican  Committee  during  1894,  1895,  1896,  and 
1897,  and  in  the  latter  year  was  renominated 
by  acclamation  for  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
received  the  election. 

Early  in  1898  Mr.  Thomas  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Asa  S.  Bushnell  a  member  of  the 
commission  of  three  authorized  by  the  legis- 
lature to  examine  and  promote  in  connection 
with  like  committees  from  the  other  states  a 
imiform  divorce  law,  and  a  plan  of  uniform 
commercial  paper  and  procedure.  Later  he 
resigned  from  this  commission  to  accept  ap- 
pointment as  member  of  the  board  of  man- 
agers of  the  Ohio  State  Reformatory  where  he 
rendered  distinguished  service,  being  very 
active  in  the  adoption  of  progressive  methods 
in  prison  reform  and  administration  especially 
in  the  abolishing  of  corporal  punishment  and 
in  the  adoption  of  manual  training. 

On  October  28,  1885,  Mr.  Thomas  married 
Fannie  E.,  daughter  of  William  L.  and  Fran- 
ces (Perry)  Smith,  of  Elyria.  To  this  union 
was  born  Mary  S.  Thomas,  Helen  S.  Thomas 
and  Schuyler  S.  Thomas.  Wm.  L.  Smith  was 
born  in  Mowsley,  Leicestershire,  England. 
Coming  to  this  country  at  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  entered  Oberlin  College  and  was  gradu- 
ated from  that  institution  in  1847.  Frances 
Perry,  daughter  of  Horatio  Perry,  a  pioneer  of 
Lorain  county  and  near  relative  of  Commodore 
O.  H.  Perry,  was  born  in  Elyria.  Ohio,  in 
1829.  Her  mother  was  Harriet  Smith,  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  and  Abigail  Smith  of  Am- 
herst, Massachusetts. 

David  Z.  Norton. — A  native  son  of  the  city 
of  Cleveland,  who  has  well  upheld  the  prestige 
of  a  name  honored  in  the  historv  of  the  citv 
and  state  and  who  has  marked  by  distinctive 
personal  accomplishment  a  place  of  his  own  in 
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connection  with  economic,  industrial  and  social 
affairs  in  the  state's  metropolis,  is  David  Z. 
Norton,  president  of  the  Citizens'  Savings  & 
Trust  Company.  When  it  is  stated  that  he 
is  of  the  eighth  generation  of  the  family  in 
America,  it  will  at  once  be  understood  that 
he  is  a  scion  of  a  family  whose  name  has  been 
identified  with  the  annals  of  our  national  his- 
tory since  the  early  colonial  epoch.  He  is  like- 
wise a  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  the  Western  Reserve,  with 
whose  civic  and  material  development  and 
progress  the  name  has  been  prominently  and 
influentially  concerned.  An  enormous  amount 
of  vital  strength  has  been  used  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  and  the  com- 
mercial and  industrial  growth  of  the  Ohio 
metropolis  has  been  of  the  most  substantial 
order.  Within  the  past  decade  the  advance 
has  been  almost  marvelous,  and  it  represents 
the  direct  result  of  the  combined  efforts  and 
powers  of  its  representative  business  men, 
among  whom  the  subject  this  sketch  occupies 
a  prominent  and  secure  place.  He  has  been 
long  identified  with  the  financial  and  industrial 
interests  in  his  native  city  and  his  prominence 
is  evidenced  by  his  position  as  president  of  one 
of  the  greatest  financial  institutions  of  the 
state. 

David  Z.  Norton  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  on  the  ist  of  June,  185 1,  and  is  a 
son  of  Washington  A.  and  Caroline  (Harper) 
Norton.  The  American  genealogy  in  the  ag- 
natic line  is  traced  back  to  Nicholas  Norton, 
who  was  born  in  1610  and  died  in  1690.  He 
was  a  son  of  William  Norton  of  Sharpenhow, 
in  Bedfordshire,  England,  and  was  directly 
descended  from  the  Seigneur  de  Norville,  a 
sturdy  Norman,  who  was  Constable  to  William 
the  Conqueror  and  who  accompanied  that  gal- 
lant commander  on  his  invasion  of  England, 
in  1066.  The  pedigree  chart,  made  on  parch- 
ment, in  1632,  of  the  Nortons  of  Sharpenhow 
was  in  the  possession  of  Professor  Charles 
Eliot  Norton,  of  Cambridge.  Nicholas  Norton 
came  to  America  about  1630  and  settled  at 
Weymouth,  Massachusetts,  where  lands  were 
deeded  to  him  in  1643.  He  was  elected  town 
officer  of  Weymouth  on  the  2d  of  April,  1646. 
He  became  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  of 
Martha's  Vineyard,  Massachusetts,  and  there 
he  maintained  his  home  at  Edgartown  as  early 
as  1662 ;  there  his  death  occurred  in  1690.  His 
brother,  the  Reverend  John  Norton,  of  Ips- 
wich, Massachusetts,  became  pastor  of  the 
historic  old  First  Church,  in  Boston,  retaining 


this  incumbency  until  his  death,  in  1663.  The 
christian  name  of  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Norton 
was  Elizabeth  but  the  records  failed  to  indi- 
cate her  family  name.  She  died  at  Edgartown 
in  the  same  year  as  her  husband. 

Benjamin  Norton,  youngest  son  of  Nicholas, 
is  next  in  line  of  direct  descent  to  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  bom  in  1659  and  his 
v/iie  bore  the  name  of  Hannah.  Their  son 
Nicholas,  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1709  to  Martha  Daggett,  grand- 
daughter of  Governor  Thomas  Mayhew,  of 
Martha's  Vineyard.  Their  son,  Jabez  Norton, 
was  born  on  the  isth  of  October,  1714,  at 
Edgartown,  where,  on  the  9th  of  February. 
1736,  he  married  Elizabeth  Allen,  daughter  of 
Ichabod  Allen,  of  Tisbury,  Martha's  Vineyard 
Their  son,  Elijah  Norton,  was  bom  at  Edgar- 
town, on  the  i6th  of  February,  1739,  and  he 
served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  regiment  of  Sea-coast  Defense  Guards, 
from  Duke's  county.  He  first  married  Free- 
love  Burroughs  and  after  her  death  he  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  at  New  Braintrec 
Massachusetts,  on  the  25th  of  November,  1776. 
with  Hannah  West.  He  died  in  New  Brain- 
tree  on  the  6th  of  November,  1815.  Zadock 
Norton,  son  of  Elijah  and  Hannah  (We^sH 
Norton,  was  born  at  Dartmouth,  Massachus- 
etts, on  the  8th  of  Februar}-,  1778,  and  on 
April  22,  1801,  he  married  Catherine,  daughter 
of  David  and  Martha  (Faulkner)  Carr.  0: 
Cambridge,  New  York.  His  wife  was  bom 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1780,  and  died  Sep- 
tember 6,  1870.  He  passed  the  closing  year> 
of  his  life  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  died 
on  the  24th  of  November,  1848.  The  clden 
son  of  this  union  was  Washington  Adam? 
Norton,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Washington  Adams  Norton  was  b^rn 
at  Cambridge,  Washington  county,  New  \oTt 
on  the  6th  of  Februar}%  1808,  and  was  rearai 
and  educated  in  the  old  Empire  state.  As  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Ohio  and  located  at 
Clyde,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  built  and 
operated  the  first  blast  furnace  in  northern 
Ohio.  In  1845  he  removed  to  Cleveland  an'l 
he  was  one  of  the  active  business  men  and 
influential  citizens  of  the  embryonic  metropoh> 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  22d  o\ 
December,  1855.  In  politics  he  was  originally 
a  Whig,  but  he  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party  at  the  time  of  its  organiza- 
tion, only  a  short  time  prior  to  his  demise.  He 
was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  both  he  and  bi> 
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wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church. 

At  Harpersfield,  Ashtabula  county,  on  the 
iSth  of  (3ctober,  1839,  Washington  Adams 
Norton  married  Caroline  Harper,  who  was 
born  in  that  place  on  the  25th  of  May,  1820, 
and  who  died  in  the  city  of  Cleveland,  on  the 
7th  of  August,  1890.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
John  A.  Harper,  who  was  born  at  Harpersfield, 
New  York,  on  the  30th  of  March,  1774,  and 
who  died  at  Harpersfield,  Ohio,  on  the  30th 
of  October,  1841.  He  married  Miss  Loraine 
Miner  at  Harpersfield,  Ohio,  on  September  29, 
1802.  John  A.  Harper  was  a  son  of  Alexander 
Harper,  who  w^as  born  at  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, February  22^  1744,  and  who  died  at 
Harpersfield,  Ohio,  September  10,  1798.  This 
honored  ancestor  was  a  lieutenant-colonel  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  was  an  intimate 
friend  of  the  famous  Indian  Chief,  Joseph 
Brandt,  by  whom  his  life  was  saved  when  he 
was  captured  by  the  Indians  and  British.  Alex- 
ander Harper  and  his  four  brothers  obtained 
a  grant  of  twenty-two  thousand  acres  of  land 
in  what  is  now  Delaware  county.  New  York. 
This  concession  was  granted  in  1769  and  the 
grant  was  given  by  King  George  III.  The  five 
brothers  all  served  in  the  Continental  army 
during  the  Revolution  and  attained  marked 
prominence  in  the  annals  of  New  York.  Alex- 
ander Harper  secured  a  grant  of  land  in  the 
Western  Reserve  and  removed  from  Harpers- 
field, New  York,  to  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  founded  the  town  of  Harpersfield,  in 
1798,  naming  the  same  in  honor  of  his  former 
home  in  New  York.  The  maiden  name  of  his 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Bartholomew.  He  was  a 
son  of  John  Harper,  who  was  born  August  10, 
1705,  in  Newtown-Limavaddy,  county  of 
Derry,  Ireland.  John  Harper  was  a  son  of 
James  and  Jannet  (Lewis)  Harper  and  a 
grandson  of  Sir  Joseph  Harper,  and  came 
to  America  in  1720  where  he  was  married,  in 
1728,  in  Boston,  to  Abigail  Montgomery;  they 
removed  to  Windsor,  Connecticut,  and  in  1754 
established  their  home  at  Cherry  Valley,  New 
York,  from  which  place  they  removed  to  Har- 
persfield, in  1769. 

David  Z.  Norton  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
city  of  Cleveland,  which  has  always  been  his 
home  and  the  scene  of  his  earnest  and  well- 
directed  endeavors.  He  was  educated  at  the 
public  schools.  He  has  received  the  honorary 
degree  of  Master  of  Arts  from  Kenyon  Col- 
lege, at  Gambier,  Ohio.  On  the  ist  of  April, 
1^8,  Mr.  Norton  started  his  banking  career 
in  the  Commercial  National  Bank  of  Cleveland. 


Careful  and  effective  service  won  him  promo- 
tion and  he  was  appointed  cashier  of  the  bank 
in  1873,  a  position  which  he  retained  for 
seventeen  years.  He  resigned  this  office  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1890,  to  enter  the  iron-ore  busi- 
ness in  partnership  with  Earl  W.  Oglebay,  with 
whom  he  became  associated  under  the  firm 
name  of  Oglebay,  Norton  &  Company.  This 
enterprise  has  grown  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  most  important  concerns  identified  with 
the  iron-ore  business  in  the  entire  country  and 
the  firm  operates  many  mines  in  the  Lake 
Superior  district.  Mr.  Norton  has  continued 
his  active  interest  in  banking  and  it  is 'sufficient 
for  the  purposes  of  this  sketch  to  merely  note 
his  important  connections  in  this  line.  He  is 
trustee  for  the  Society  for  Savings  and  is  a 
member  of  the  directorate  for  the  National 
Commercial  Bank;  the  Bank  of  Commerce, 
N.  A. ;  the  Woodland  Avenue  Savings  &  Trust 
Company ;  the  Bankers'  Surety  Company ;  and 
the  Citizens'  Savings  &  Trust  Company.  For 
several  years  Mr.  Norton  was  president  of  the 
Citizens'  Savings  and  Loan  Association  and 
after  its  consolidation  with  two  of  the  other 
large  banks  of  the  city  he  was  elected  first  vice- 
president  of  the  combined  institutions,  an  in- 
cumbency which  he  retained  until  the  ist  of 
January,  1910,  when  he  was  elected  president 
of  the  Citizens*  Savings  &  Trust  Company,  of 
which  he  had  been  first  vice-president,  as  al- 
ready noted.  This  is  the  largest  trust  company 
in  Ohio  and  bases  its  operations  on  a  combined 
capital  and  surplus  of  six  and  a  half  million 
dollars  and  deposits  of  over  forty  million  dol- 
lars. Mr.  Norton  is  recognized  as  one  of  Cleve- 
land's leading  capitalists  and  gives  largely  and 
generously  of  his  means  each  year  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  various  charitable  and  benevolent 
organizations  of  the  city,  while  his  private 
benefactions,  invariably  of  the  most  unosten- 
tatious order,  have  been  extended  with  utmost 
liberality  and  discrimination.  He  is  vice-presi- 
dent of  the  Cleveland  Storage  Company,  vice- 
president  and  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth 
Iron  Company,  treasurer  of  the  Castile  Mining 
Company,  treasurer  of  the  Brule  Mining  Com- 
pany, treasurer  of  the  Reserve  Mining  Com- 
pany, treasurer  of  the  Fort  Henry  Mining 
Company,  treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Mining 
Company  and  director  in  each  of  the  above 
corporations,  as  well  as  in  the  Norton  Transit 
Company,  the  Miller  Transit  Company,  the 
Hanna  Transit  Company,  the  Baker  Motor 
Vehicle  Company  and  the  National  Refining 
Company. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Norton  has  always  accorded 
a  staunch  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party, 
though  he  has  had  no  desire  for  public  office. 
He  is  a  trustee  of  Kenyon  College,  at  Gam- 
bier,  Ohio;  of  Adelbert  College;  of  Western 
Reserve  University;  of  the  University  School, 
of  Cleveland,  of  which  he  was  treasurer  for 
many  years ;  of  the  Cleveland  School  of  Art ; 
uf  the  Cleveland  Art  Museum;  of  the  Lake 
\*iew  Cemeterv  Association;  of  the  Huron 
Road  Hospital ;  and  is  identified  with  many 
other  prominent  organizations  that  stand  repre- 
sentative in  their  various  provinces.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  famous  Troop  A,  now 
part  of  the  Ohio  National  Guard,  and  is  a 
trustee  of  the  Troop  A  Armory,  besides  which 
he  is  a  member  of  the  military  committee  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  in  which  organization 
he  is  also  a  member  of  the  associated  charities' 
committee.  He  is  trustee  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Society  and  is  chairman  of  its 
finance  committee ;  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Cleveland  Chamber  of  Commerce;  and  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  ^lerchant  Marine  League.  He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  Union  Club,  the  oldest  social  or- 
ganization in  the  city;  is  a  former  president 
of  the  Country  Club;  is  a  fellow  of  the  Row- 
iant  Club,  a  booklover's  club ;  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  the  University  Club,  the  Euclid 
Club,  the  Mayfield  Club,  the  Chagrin  Valley 
Hunt  Club,  the  Cleveland  Gun  Club,  the  Cas- 
tilia  Sporting  Club,  and  the  Winous  Point 
Shooting  Club.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Norton  are 
communicants  of  the  Protestant-Episcopal 
Church  and  have  long  been  prominent  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  work  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  of  whose  vestry  he  has 
been  a  valued  member  for  many  years.  Mr. 
Norton  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
of  the  diocese  of  Ohio  and  a  member  of  its 
finance  committee.  He  is  also  a  trustee  of  the 
Church  Home  and  of  the  Floating  Bethel,  two 
important  charitable  organizations  in  Cleve- 
land. 

On  the  nth  of  October,  1876,  at  St.  John's 
Church  in  Cleveland,  was  solemnized  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Norton  to  Miss  Mary  Castle, 
daughter  of  William  B.  and  Mary  H.  (Newell) 
Castle.  Mrs.  Norton  received  her  education 
at  the  Cleveland  Academy,  in  Lausanne,  Swit- 
zerland, and  at  Vassar  College.  Her  father, 
the  Hon.  William  B.  Castle,  was  for  many 
years  president  of  the  Cuyahoga  Steam  Fur- 
nace Company  and  served  as  mayor  of  Ohio 
Citv.     After  the  consolidation  of  Ohio  Citv 


with  Cleveland  he  was  elected  the  first  may^-r 
of  the  combined  cities,  in  1853.  He  was  prom- 
inent and  influential  in  business,  political  and 
social  affairs  and  was  one  of  the  honored  pic>- 
neers  of  the  W'estern  Reserve.  Among  the  an- 
cestors of  Mrs.  Norton  are  many  names  of 
prominence,  including  those  of  Nathaniel  New- 
ell of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Vermont,  the  Hon. 
William  Williams,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  Governor  Simon 
Brad  street  and  Governor  Thomas  Dudley,  oi 
^lassachusetts,  and  the  Reverend  lohn  Cot- 
ton. 

In  conclusion  of  this  review  are  entered 
brief  data  concerning  the  children  of  Mr.  and 
j\Irs.  Norton.  Miriam  Norton  was  born  in 
Cleveland  on  the  19th  of  March,  1878,  and  her 
educational  training  was  secured  in  the  Hatha- 
way-Brown  School,  of  this  city,  in  Miss  Her- 
sey's  School,  in  Boston,  and  Madame  de  Mor- 
inni's  School,  in  the  city  of  Paris.  On  the 
25th  of  June,  1910,  in  her  native  city,  she  was 
married  to  Fred  RoUin  White,  of  Cleveland. 
Robert  Castle  Norton  w'as  born  in  Cleveland 
on  the  28th  day  of  December,  1879,  and  wa> 
educated  at  the  University  School  in  his  native 
city  and  at  Yale  University,  in  which  he  was 
graduated  as  a  member  of  the  class  of  1902, 
with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  He  is 
now  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  Baker 
Motor  Vehicle  Company.  Laurence  Harper 
Norton  was  born  in  Cleveland  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1888.  He  was  educated  at  the  University 
School  and  in  19 10  was  graduated  from  Yak 
University,  with  the  B.  A.  degree.  At  the  time 
of  this  writing,  in  the  autumn  of  1910,  he  is 
a  student  at  the  Harvard  Graduate  School,  at 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Norton  has  always  been  a  patron  ami 
lover  of  music  and  art,  and  he  has  a  fine  and 
valuable  collection  of  paintings.  His  extensive 
library  includes  many  rare  first  editions  and 
he  also  has  a  very  large  and  interesting  collec- 
tion of  books,  prints  and  reHcs  pertaining  to 
Napoleon  Bonaparte.  The  family  has  long 
been  one  of  distinctive  prominence  in  connec- 
tion with  the  best  social  activities  of  Cleveland 
and  the  beautiful  home  is  the  center  of  gracious 
and  refined  hospitality. 

Liberty  E.  Holden  was  born  in  Raymond. 
Cumberland  county,  Maine,  June  20,  1834.  ^^^ 
is  descended  from  Puritan  ancestry.  The  Hol- 
den family,  of  English  origin,  was  established 
in  Massachusetts  in  1634  by  Richard  and  J"^^- 
tinian  Holden. 
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When  sixteen  years  of  age  Liberty  E.  Hol- 
<lcn  became  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  and 
at  eighteen  years  taught  select  schools  in  the 
neighboring  village.  At  twenty  years  of  age 
he  taught  district  schools  in  Massachusetts  and 
at  twenty-one  years  was  prepared  for  college. 
His  labors  enabled  him  to  pay  a  year's  tuition 
in  college,  but  he  decided  to  spend  that  year 
in  teaching  and  during  the  period  he  taught 
select  schools  at  Denmark  and  at  Lovell,  and 
the  high  school  at  l>ridgton  Center,  Maine. 
He  was,  by  this  means,  enabled  to  pay  for  a 
two  year's  college  course  at  Waterville  Col- 
lege, Maine.  When  he  had  completed  his 
sophomore  year  he  decided  to  continue  his  col- 
lege work  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  Thus, 
he  allied  himself  with  the  West.  He  had  deter- 
mined to  make  his  home  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  believing  that  its  opportunities  were 
superior  to  those  of  the  older  and  more  thickly 
settled  East.  Presenting  a  certificate  of  stand- 
ing from  the  Waterville  College  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  he  was  at  once  admitted  to  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan.  He  completed  the  last  two 
years  of  his  college  life  and  also  taught  one  of 
the  Union  schools  of  Ann  Arbor  in  1857.  After 
his  graduation  in  1858  and  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  University  faculty,  he  was 
given  the  professorship  of  rhetoric  and  Eng- 
lish literature  in  Kalamazoo  College,  Michigan. 
This  post  he  held  for  three  years. 

In  August,  i860,  Mr.  Holden  married  Miss 
Delia  E.  Bulkley,  of  Kalamazoo,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  was  elected  superintendent  of 
the  public  schools  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he 
remained  about  two  years.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  Kalamazoo  and  in  Tiffin  he  studied 
law,  and  in  order  to  complete  his  law  studies 
he  came  to  Cleveland  in  1862  and  entered  the 
office  of  Judge  J.  P.  Bishop,  who  directed  his 
reading  until  his  admission  to  the  bar  in  1863'. 
He  thought  at  that  time  to  devote  his  entire 
life  to  law  practice,  but  became  interested  in 
real  estate  and  soon  gave  his  entire  time  to  this 
business.  j  ^ 

In  1873  ^Ir.  Holden  became  interested  in 
iron  mines  in  Lake  Superior  and  was  manager 
of  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Angeline  in  1873- 
1874.  His  investments  also  extended  to  min- 
ing property  near  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  which 
he  purchased  in  1874.  He  built  large  furnaces, 
concentrating  and  leaching  works  and  became 
one  of  the  largest  operators  in  that  section  of 
the  country.  It  was  through  his  mining  opera- 
tions in  Utah  that  he  attained  the  greater  part 
of  his  wealth,  although  his  mining  interests  in 


Lake  Superior  and  his  real  estate  investments 
in  Cleveland  were  also  a  source  of  substantial 
profit.  His  knowledge  of  practical  and  scienti- 
fic mining  made  him  the  logical  delegate  of  the 
Utah  Mine  Protective  Association,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  send  some  one  to  Wash- 
ington in  1882  to  represent  their  interests  be- 
fore congress.  His  presentation  of  the  situa- 
tion, its  conditions  and  its  possibilities  brought 
the  matter  so  forcibly  before  the  national  legis- 
lators that  the  mining  interests  of  the  West 
were  saved  from  ruin  which  would  have  in- 
evitably have  followed  the  reduction  of  the 
tariff  as  then  proposed.  In  1885,  serving  as 
delegate  to  the  National  Bimetallic  Association 
in  Washington,  he  was  made  chairman  of  its 
executive  committee. 

He  owns  the  Cleveland  Plain  Dealer  by  own- 
ing the  stock  of  the  Plain  Dealer  Publishing 
Company.  In  his  position  as  president  of  the 
company,  he  has  done  not  a  little  to  make  it  the 
leading  democratic  paper  of  the  state,  and  one 
of  the  best  journals  of  America.  Mr.  Holden 
is  also  well  known  as  the  builder  and  owner 
of  The  Hollenden  Hotel.  The  name  of  this 
hostelry  is  the  name  of  his  father's  family  as  it 
stood  in  the  old  Saxon  times  and  in  the  record 
of  estates  made  by  William  the  Conqueror  in 
Domesday  book. 

Mr.  Holden  is  president  of  the  Hollenden 
Hotel  Company,  the  Plain  Dealer  Publishing 
Company,  the  Maple  Leaf  Land  Company,  the 
Hub  Transfer  &  Storage  Company;  director  of 
the  First  National  Bank,  of  Cleveland,  the 
Cleveland  Transfer  &  Carriage  Company,  the 
Western  Reserve  Insurance  Company,  the  Has- 
kins  Realty  Company  and  the  Lennox  Realty 
Company;  vice-president  of  the  Western  Re- 
serve Historical  Society;  trustee  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve  University,  Adelbert  College  and 
Lake  View  Cemetery  Association;  member  of 
the  building  committee  of  the  Cleveland  Mu- 
seum of  Art,  the  National  Municipal  League, 
the  Municipal  Association,  of  Cleveland,  the 
American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers,  the 
Rowfant,  University,  Union  and  Country  clubs 
of  Cleveland,  and  the  Alta  Club,  of  Salt  Lake 
City.    He  is  mayor  of  Bratenahl  Village,  Ohio. 

RoLLiN  S.  Webb,  senior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Webb  &  Webb,  attorneys-at-law,  is  one  of 
the  representative  and  influential  citizens  of 
Ravenna  and  a  man  whose  worth  and  ability 
are  recognized  beyond  the  limits  of  his  native 
Portage  county. 

In  this  day  when  it  is  almost  a  distinction 


1 862 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


for  an  American  citizen  to  have  had  an  Amer- 
ican grandfather,  Mr.  Webb*s  ancestry  is  in- 
teresting. His  grandfather,  John  Webb,  was 
born  at  Salem,  New  York,  in  1745,  and  was  of 
Scotch  descent.  Early  in  life  he  removed  to 
Corfu,  Genesee  county.  New  York,  and  became 
a  farmer  of  consequence,  owning  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  farms  in  that  county.  He  was 
a  stanch  patriot  and  served  with  some  distinc- 
tion in  the  war  of  1812.  He  is  buried  at  Pem- 
broke, New  York,  where  a  monument  erected 
to  his  memory  recounts  his  services  as  a  sol- 
dier. He  lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
five  years. 

Mr.  Webb's  father,  James  Webb,  was  a 
physician,  born  in  Genesee  county.  New  York, 
February  26,  1799.  He  came  to*  Freedom, 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  about  the  year  1835, 
and  there  for  twenty  years  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine.  His  death  occurred  in 
Freedom  in  1853.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Ba- 
tavia  College,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  and  a  loval  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
party.  The  mother,  Eliza  Landfear  Webb, 
was  a  daughter  of  David  Landfear,  and  a 
niece  of  Colonel  Bissell,  a  Revolutionary  offi- 
cer. Her  ancestors  came  from  England  and 
manv  of  them  served  with  distinction  in  the 
war  between  the  mother  country  and  the  colo- 
nies. 

The  birth  of  Rollin  S.  Webb  occurred  in 
Freedom  township,  Portage  county.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  supplemented  this  with  three  years'  at- 
tendance at  an  academy.  As  is  the  case  with 
so  much  of  America's  best  citizenship,  his 
early  days  were  spent  upon  the  homestead 
farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  home 
and  secured  employment  in  a  furnishing  store 
in  Youngstown.  At  the  end  of  a  year  (in 
1864)  he  enlisted  in  Company  H.  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  served  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  under 
General  Ulysses  S.  Grant  in  the  sieges  of 
Richmond  and  Petersburg,  and  it  was  doubt- 
less a  matter  of  gratification  to  him  to  add 
a  record  of  personal  patriotism  to  the  fine 
Webb  chronicle.  After  his  discharge  from  the 
army,  Mr.  Webb  taught  school  for  one  winter 
in  Ravenna  township,  and  then  went  to  Trum- 
bull county  where  he  devoted  his  time  for 
two  years  to  the  study  of  dentistry.  He  then 
located  in  Garrettsville  and  for  a  time  fol- 
lowed the  dental  profession  from  which  he 
subsequently  retired  for  the  purpose  of  study- 
ing law.    He  was  admitted  to  the  practice  of 


law  in  1880  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio 
at  the  state  capitol,  Columbus,  and  was  after- 
wards admitted  to  practice  in  the  United 
States  courts.  He  has  been  in  continuous 
practice  in  Portage  county  ever  since  his  ad- 
mission to  the  bar.  He  has  for  the  past  sev- 
eral years  been  president  of  the  Portage 
County  Bar  Association.  While  living  in  Gar- 
rettsville he  was  mayor  for  three  successive 
terms  and  before  he  became  an  attorney  was 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  gives  his  heart  and 
hand  to  the  men  and  measures  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  is  a  thorough  altruist,  working 
for  the  greatest  good  to  the  greatest  number. 
Mr.  Webb  has  attained  to  high  rank  in 
Masonry  and  for  two  terms  was  Worshipful 
Master  of  the  Garrettsville  Lodge,  No.  246, 
A.  F.  &.  A.  M.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks. 

On  October  12,  1871,  Lovina  F.  Gilson  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Webb.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Williard  H.  and  Sylvia  (Frisby) 
Gilson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Ver- 
mont. She  received  her  education  in  the  Gar- 
rettsville schools,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  and  afterward  attending  Hiram  Col- 
lege. This  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  a  son,  Roscoe  J.  Webb,  May,  1875.  He 
was  graduated  from  the  Garrettsville  high 
school  and  completed  his  studies  at  Hiram 
College.  He  is  now  a  practicing  lawyer,  lo- 
cated at  Garrettsville,  and  is  a  partner  with  his 
father  under  the  firm  name  of  Webb  &  Webb, 
with  offices  in  both  Ravenna  and  Garretts- 
ville. Theirs  is  one  of  the  leading  law  firms 
of  Portage  county. 

The  first  Mrs.  Webb  died  in  August,  1907, 
and  in  December,  1908,  Mr.  Webb  was  united 
in  marriage  to  her  sister,  Mrs.  Josephine  F. 
Frazer,  of  Ravenna.  She  also  was  a  graduate 
df  the  Garrettsville  high  school  and  completed 
her  education  at  Oberlin  College.  She  after- 
ward for  two  years  acted  as  assistant  teacher 
in  the  Garrettsville  high  school,  later  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  of  Ravenna.  She  was 
the  widow  of  Edward  W.  Frazer.  Her  son, 
W.  H.  Frazer,  a  graduate  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Academy,  resides  in  Houston,  Texas, 
and  serves  in  a  business  capacity  with  the 
publishers  of  the  Texas  Magazine,  issued  at 
that  place. 

The  history  of  the  Gilson  family  to  which 
Mr.  Webb's  wives  belong  is  exceptionally  in- 
teresting. Another  member  of  it  is  Norman 
S.,  who  was  colonel  of  a  Wisconsin  regiment 
in  the  Civil  war.    At  the  close  of  the  conflict 


HISTORY  OF  THE  WESTERN  RESERVE 


1863 


he  was  appointed  judge  advocate  of  the  de- 
partment of  ^lississippi.  He  was  circuit  judge 
in  Wisconsin  for  eighteen  years  and  is  now 
at  the  head  of  the  state  tax  commission  of 
Wisconsin  with  office  in  the  state  house  at 
^ladison.  Lucius,  another  brother  who  died 
soon  after  the  war,  was  a  member  of  the 
famous  Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry  of  which  President  WilHam 
McKinley  was  major,  his  service  extending 
over  three  years.  A  third  brother,  FrankHn 
L.,  former  speaker  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  Wisconsin,  and  afterwards  judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Milwaukee,  died  sud- 
denly of  heart  disease  in  1892  in  Milwaukee. 
Other  members  are  Flavilla  M.,  wife  of  Cap- 
tain P.  S.  Tinan  of  Garrettsville,  and  Anna  S., 
wife  of  W.  H.  Warman,  a  resident  of  Rav- 
enna. 

The  military  record  of  the  ancestors  of  the 
Gilson  family  is  quite  remarkable.  Their 
great-grandfather,  Daniel  Gilson  Sr.,  and  their 
grandfather,  Daniel  Gilson  Jr.,  were  both  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  was  like- 
wise their  maternal  grandfather,  Luther  Fris- 
by.  Daniel  Gilson  Jr.  and  Luther  Frisby  are 
buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Mesopotamia,  Ohio, 
with  Revolutionary  crosses  at  their  graves. 
Daniel  Gilson  Jr.  at  the  age  of  fourteen  was 
one  of  the  defenders  of  Bunker  Hill  at  his 
father's  side  and  continued  to  serve  through- 
out the  immortal  struggle.  The  patriot  sire 
faced  the  soldiers  of  George  III  until  his  death 
at  Schenectady,  New  York,  in  1778.  He  was 
a  private  in  the  company  of  minutemen  who 
marched  on  the  alarm  of  April  19  after  the 
Battle  of  Lexington  to  headquarters  at  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts.  He  was  also  a  cor- 
poral in  Captain  Abijah  Wyman's  company 
and  later  sergeant  in  Colonel  Prescott's  regi- 
ment with  the  eight  months*  men  at  the  siege 
of  Boston  in  1775.  He  served  again  as  ser- 
geant in  Colonel  Rufus  Putnam's  regiment  in 
1777.  He  died  January  13,  1778,  after  serv- 
ing with  General  Gates  in  all  the  battles  with 
Burgoyne  until  the  surrender  of  the  latter. 
The  son,  Daniel  Gilson  Jr.,  enlisted  regularly 
with  his  father  in  the  Continental  army  and 
endured  all  the  hardships  of  service  until  the 
surrender  of  Comwallis.  He  came  to  Middle- 
field,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  with  his  family  in 
1 8 18,  and  lived  here  until  his  death  in  1845,  ^^ 
the  age  of  eighty-four  years.  The  farm  which 
he  cleared  from  the  virgin  forests  of  Middle- 
field  has  never  passed  from  the  family  and  is 
now  owned  by  Thomas  H.  Gilson.     Both  he 

Vol  III— 8S 


and  his  father  were  natives  of  Groton,  Massa- 
chusetts. Mrs.  Josephine  Webb  is  an  active 
member  of  the  Old  North  West  Chapter  (Ra- 
venna, Ohio)  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution,  her  splendid  ancestral  record 
and  her  personal  gifts  combining  to  make  her 
one  of  the  most  prominent  members. 

To  conclude,  Mr.  Webb  is  a  thorough  stu- 
dent of  the  law  with  large  experience  and 
success,  especially  in  the  trial  of  cases,  both 
civil  and  criminal.  He  is  an  effective  speaker, 
his  eloquence  being  of  a  convincing  sort.  He 
and  his  family  are  a  valuable  adjunct  to  Port- 
age county. 

John  Stambaugh  Ford  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  the  5th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1856,  and  his  death  occurred  at  Or- 
niond  Beach,  Florida,  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1893.  He  had  gone  south  with  his  family, 
was  himself  in  perfect  health,  but  was  stricken 
with  fever.  He  was  a  son  of  General  James 
H.  and  Arabella  (Stambaugh)  Ford,  and  his 
grandparents  on  the  maternal  side  were  John 
and  Sarah  (Bower)  Stambaugh,  early  pio- 
neers of  Mahoning  county.  Julia  Tod, 
daughter  of  Judge  George  Tod  and  sister  of 
David,  were  his  paternal  grandparents.  His 
father  was  a  gallant  officer  in  the  Union  army 
and  a  brilliant  man  in  civil  life. 

John  S.  Ford  was  about  ten  years  old  when 
his  family  moved  to  Youngstown,  and  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools.  He  gained  his 
early  experience  in  business  lines  through  his 
association  with  the  various  enterprises  con- 
ducted by  his  uncle,  the  late  John  Stambaugh, 
and  was  able  to  profit  by  this  instruction.  He 
was  one  of  the  promoters  of  what  is  known 
as  the  Youngstown  Dry  Goods  Company  and 
was  interested  principal  in  the  same  until  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  was  president  of  the 
Opera  House  Company  of  this  city;  was  a 
large  stockholder  in  the  Union  Iron  &  Steel 
Company  and  the  Falcon  Nail  &  Iron  Com- 
pany, representing  two  of  the  important  in- 
dustrial enterprises  of  Youngstown.  He  also 
accumulated  various  and  prominent  mining  in- 
terests in  the  far  west.  He  was  especially  suc- 
cessful in  his  various  associations,  showing 
marked  administrative  and  initiative  ability, 
and  was  in  the  very  prime  of  his  strong  and 
useful  manhood  when  he  was  summoned  from 
the  scene  of  life's  activities. 

Though  the  cares  and  responsibilities  of  his 
business  affairs  were  large  and  exacting,  Mr. 
Ford's  interests  in  charitable,  benevolent  and 
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social  agencies  was  of  the  most  loyal  and 
insistent  order.  He  was  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent supporters  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  of  Youngstown,  and  contri- 
buted, with  liberality  and  personal  zeal,  to  the 
advancement  of  the  usefulness  of  this  noble 
organization.  His  ideas  in  this  regard  are 
being  well  carried  out  by  his  wife  and  his 
accomplished  daughter,  Helen  Wick  Ford,  in 
their  work  with  the  Y.  W.  C.  A. 

It  is  mostly  due  to  his  efforts  and  tangible 
assistance  that  the  present  beautiful  building 
of  the  association  was  erected,  and  the  same 
will  long  stand  as  a  monument  to  his  gener- 
osity and  effective  labors  in  behalf  of  a  worthy 
cause.  His  personal  benevolences  were  given 
in  consonance  with  the  Scriptural  aphorism, 
"Let  not  thy  left  hand  know  what  thy  right 
hand  doeth,"  and  his  tolerance  and  human 
.sympathy  were  of  the  most  insistent  order. 
He  possessed  an  optimistic  nature  and  had 
the  keen  wit  of  his  family.  No  gathering  of 
friends  was  dull  if  he  were  present.  He  was 
the  youngest  of  his  family  and  beloved  by 
them  all,  and  cheer  and  good  will  followed  his 
steps. 

His  political  support  was  given  to  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  he  was  one  of  the  most 
zealous  and  devout  members  of  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Youngstown,  with  which 
his  wife  also  has  long  been  prominently  iden- 
tified. 

Mrs.  Ford  was  Harriet  Wick,  daughter  of 
the  late  Paul  and  Susan  A.  (Bull)  Wick,  of 
Youngtown.  Her  father  was  born  in  Mahon- 
ing county,  Ohio,  on  the  ist  of  October,  1824, 
and  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Bald- 
win) Wick,  whose  marriage  was  solemnized 
on  the  nth  of  December,  1794.  Soon  after 
this  event  they  took  up  their  residence  in 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  where 
Henry  Wick  was  engaged  in  mechanical  pur- 
suits until  1801,  when  he  removed  to  Youngs- 
town. Ohio,  becoming  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  this  now  thriving  city,  to  which  his  father- 
in-law,  Caleb  Baldwin,  had  preceded  him. 
Henry  Wick  became  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  Youngstown,  and  his  store, 
located  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Federal  and 
Phelps  streets,  was  a  landmark  of  the  county 
for  more  than  forty  years.  He  died  on  the 
4th  of  November,  1845,  and  his  cherished  and 
devoted  wife  passed  away  in  1849. 

Mrs.  Ford  was  born  in  1861  ;  attended  the 
schools  of  Youngstown ;  has  also  studied  at 
Mrs.  Mittleberger's  in  Cleveland,  and  spent  a 


year  in  study  and  travel  abroad.  She  and  John 
S.  Ford  were  married  June  8,  1887,  and  their 
daughter,  Helen  Wick,  was  born  July  31,  1889. 
She  studied  at  the  Misses  Master's  School, 
Dobb's  Ferry,  and  has  traveled  and  studied 
in  Europe.  She  and  her  mother  each  strive 
to  make  up,  as  far  as  possible' to  each  other, 
that  which  they  lost  in  the  husband  and  father. 
Miss  Wick  has  largely  the  nature  of  her  father 
and  is  a  daughter  of  the  long  line  of  Wicks, 
Tods,  Stambaughs  and  Fords. 

James  McCay  Reno  was  born  May  10, 
1838,  in  Rochester,  Beaver  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. Lewis  Renault  (Americanized  Reno), 
French  Huguenot,  departed  from  France  for 
Brazil,  about  the  time  of  the  "Revocation  of 
the  Edict  of  Nantes,  (A.  D.,  1685)"  with  an- 
cestors of  Huger  and  Marion  and  other  Hu- 
guenot families,  about  the  year  1710,  with  the 
intention  of  establishing  a  Huguenot  colony 
in  Brazil ;  but  were  prevented  by  a  severe 
storm,  which  did  much  damage  to  their  ship 
and  to  repair  which  the  captain  determined 
to  land  at  the  nearest  port  in  North  America, 
which  proved  to  be  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina. When  the  ship  was  repaired,  many  of 
the  former  passengers,  reluctant  to  again  trust 
themselves  to  a  sea  voyage,  remained  in  South 
Carolina,  of  whom  Lewis  was  one.  With  his 
five  sons,  he  changed  locations  from  time  to 
time,  and  we  find  them  in  Prince  William 
county,  Virginia,  of  which  one  of  the  five 
sons,  Lewis,  was  sheriff ;  another,  by  the  name 
of  Enoch,  was  commissioned  to  sell  glebe 
lands,  and  Lewis,  a  corporal,  doing  service  in 
the  French-Indian  war,  from  the  same  county, 
received  2,046  pounds  of  tobacco  for  his  serv- 
ice. John's  name  appears  in  a  list  of  the 
vestry  of  St.  Peter's  parish.  New  Kent  county, 
Virginia. 

The  ancestor  of  James  McKay  Reno  was 
John,  one  of  the  five  sons  of  Lewis  mentioned 
above.  He  was  born  in  1696,  and  died  in 
1800,  at  the  good  age  of  one  hundred  and 
four  years.  He  was  said  to  be  a  very  active 
man  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  an  espe- 
cial friend  of  Colonel  John  Savier,  the  great 
Indian  fighter,  and  governor  of  Tennessee. 
They  lived  together  in  a  place  called  Mud 
Creek  and  were  intimate  friends,  having 
known  each  other  in  Virginia.  He  married 
Susannah  Thorn,  November  17,  1737,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  eleven  children. 

One  of  these  was  the  Reverend  Francis, 
born  February  7,  1758,  who  died  August  12, 
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1836,  at  his  home  in  Rochester,  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  buried  in  Beavertown 
cemetery.  This  was  the  grandfather  of  James 
M.  Reno.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  and  served  on  the  frontier  (re- 
cords in  the  archives  at  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania. See  2d  series;  Vol.  XIV;  pages  734- 
5).  After  his  discharge  he  returned  home  and 
continued  his  studies,  reciting  to  Dr.  McMil- 
lan, at  the  latter's  home.  Afterwards  Francis 
Reno  continued  his  studies  under  the  same 
tutor  in  a  log  cabin,  called  the  Latin  School. 
It  was  known  by  that  name  throughout  the 
country,  and  was  the  forerunner  of  Jefferson 
College,  Canonsburg,  Pennsylvania.  This  is 
all  the  more  interesting,  as  Mr.  McMillan  was 
a  Presbyterian  and  Mr.  Reno  was  an  Episcop- 
alian. He  was  made  deacon  April  26,  1791, 
in  Christ's  Church,  Philadelphia,  and  on  the 
28th  of  October,  1792,  in  the  same  sacred 
building,  was  ordained  to  the  holy  order  of 
priesthood  by  the  Right  Reverend  William 
White,  first  bishop  of  Pennsylvania.  The  orig- 
inal certificate  of  ordination  may  be  seen 
among  the  archives  of  the  Carnegie  Library, 
Shirly  Park,  Pittsburg. 

The  following  is  an  abridgment  in  part  of 
an  historical  address  by  Reverend  James  Alli- 
son, D.  D.,  1838-64,  delivered  at  the  anniver- 
sary meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  held 
in  Sewickley,  Pennsylvania,  February  17,  1888. 
In  conducting  the  exercises  the  pastor  was  as- 
sisted by  the  Reverend  A.  G.  Wallace,  D.  D., 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  church,  and  the 
Reverend  R.  H.  Benton,  of  the  Protestant- 
Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Allison  says  :  "At  the 
request  of  the  pastor,  I  have  undertaken  to 
write  its  history  (of  the  above  mentioned 
church)  from  its  beginning  in  1802  to  the 
close  of  my  pastorate,  in  February,  1864.  The 
name  Sewickley  is  one  of  the  few  Indian 
names  permitted  to  remain  in  the  language  of 
the  Delaware  Indian.  Sewickley  means  'sweet 
water'  and  was  applied  to  this  valley  because 
of  the  large  number  of  sugar  trees  found 
there. 

"The  first  minister  of  any  denomination  who 
held  religious  services  by  regular  appointment 
in  this  valley,  was  the  Reverend  Francis  Reno, 
of  the  Protestant-Episcopal  church. 

"During  the  period  between  1776-81,  when 
Youghiogheny  county,  under  the  authority  of 
\'irginia,  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  dis- 
trict lying  immediately  across  the  river  from 
use  ( to-wit  south  side)  the  following  preach- 
ers— Wililam    Taylor,    William    Reno,    John 


Whittaker  and  Edward  Hughey — took  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  Two  of  these  men  were 
undoubtedly  Episcopal  ministers,  and  this  Wil- 
liam Reno  was  a  brother  of  Reverend  Francis 
Reno,  the  pioneer  minister. 

**There  are  subscription  papers  still  in  ex- 
istence, prepared  in  legal  form,  for  one-third 
of  the  time  of  Mr.  Reno,  from  May  i,  1798,  to 
May  I,  1799.  The  subscriptions  were  partly 
in  cash  and  partly  in  produce,  to  be  paid  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year,  the  produce  to  be 
delivered  at  Daniel  Leit's  Mill  on  the  little 
Sewickley.  Thirty-six  names  are  signed  to 
this  paper,  donating  cash,  wheat,  com,  rye 
and  oats.  The  majority  of  these  subscriptions 
are  marked,  *paid  in  full' ;  some  *paid  in  part' ; 
and  a  few  altogether  'unpaid'.  Two  similar 
subscription  papers  for  Mr.  Reno,  one  1799 
and  the  other  1807,  are  also  in  existence. 

"Mr.  Reno  was  not  to  be  trifled  with  in  the 
matter  of  salary.  He  believed  that  a  contract 
was  something  to  be  fulfilled  by  both  parties. 
He  did  his  part,  and  expected  the  subscribers 
to  do  what  they  had  promised.  Accordingly 
we  find  entries  on  the  docket  of  John  Way, 
Esq.,  dated  March  14,  1801,  against  Patrick 
Bolden,  Samuel  Merriman  and  Jeremiah 
Wright,  in  which  judgment  are  given  against 
them,  and  the  moneys  collected  and  paid  over 
to  Mr.  Reno.  Merriman's  subscription  was 
three  bushels  of  corn  and  the  judgment 
against  him  was  for  $1.00  and  costs,  which 
gives  thirty-three  cents  as  the  value  of  a  bushel 
of  corn  at  that  time. 

"In  the  subscription  paper  (1798)  it  was 
stipulated  that  Mr.  Reno  should  preach  on 
Lot  No.  2  in  Daniel  Leet's  district,  and  the 
place  of  preaching  was  Squire  Way's  barn, 
which  stood  until  a  few  years  ago  on  the  lower 
side  of  the  road,  opposite  the  house  now  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  William  L.  Jones.  It  is  not  known 
how  long  he  continued  to  hold  service  here, 
but  it  is  certain,  however,  that  he  preached 
here  until  after  1809.  As  only  one-third  of  his 
time  was  occupied  here,  he  preached  at  Wood- 
ville  on  the  Washington  road,  near  the  old 
Cowan  estate,  in  this  county,  and  Beaver,  and 
occasionally  elsewhere." 

It  is  maintained  that  the  first  house  of 
worship  built  west  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains was  Chartiers  Chapel  at  Woodville,  above 
alluded  to ;  it  was  built  of  logs,  and  surrounded 
by  many  graves  located  by  rough,  undressed 
stones,  at  head  and  foot,  in  regular  rows ;  and 
within  its  sacred  precincts  are  beautiful  old 
forest  trees,  and  here  lie  the  remains  of  "Anna 
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Xixon,  the  first  white  child  born  in  Alleghany 
county.*'  This  lot  was  used  without  boundary 
lines  until  1790,  when  it  was  donated  by  Col- 
onel William  Lea.  The  building  has  been 
erected  at  least  three  times;  the  first  building 
w^as  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  Whiskey 
rebellion,  when  all  the  records  to  that  date 
were  destroyed  with  the  building.  The  chapel 
was  rebuilt  and  used  part  of  the  time  for  a 
school,  but  at  last  fell  into  decay,  and  was 
again  rebuilt  in  1852.  Then  the  records  were 
also  destroyed ;  again  by  an  explosion  and  fire. 
From  other  records  to  which  the  writer  hereof 
had  access,  it  is  learned  that  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Reno's  charge  consisted  of  missionary  work, 
from  and  about  Pittsburg,  and  west  on  both 
sides  of  the  Ohio  river,  as  far  down  the  river 
as  the  state  line  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia, 
about  twenty  miles  from  Beavertown,  to  the 
town  of  Georgetown,  where  he  was  instru- 
mental in  the  erection  of  St.  Luke's  church, 
in  which  house  a  window  is  dedicated  to  his 
memory.  He  traveled  over  parts  of  Washing- 
ton, Allegheny  and  Beaver  counties,  riding 
horseback  and  accompanied  sometimes  by  his 
friend  and  assistant,  Edward  Moore,  who 
acted  as  clerk.  The  services  were  held  in  the 
woods  or  in  some  house  or  outbuilding,  as 
occasion  required.  Large  numbers  are  said 
to  have  assembled;  some  coming  from  long 
distances  to  hear  him  and  be  baptised. 

The  writer  hereof  met  many  old  people 
about  the  year  1870,  who  said  they  were  bap- 
tised by  "Parson  Reno" — the  name  by  which 
he  \vas  known  to  them.  His  immediate  charge 
for  Sunday  services,  was  the  Chartiers  Chapel, 
at  Woodville,  now  known  as  St.  Luke's — St. 
Stephens',  at  Sewickley,  and  St.  Luke's  at 
Georgetown.  He  continued  to  officiate  until 
about  181 1  or  1812. 

The  Reverend  Francis  Reno  married  Lydia 
Savers  June  15,  1784,  (it  is  said  her  father 
spelled  his  name  Sevier,  and  was  Colonel  John 
Sevier,  governor  of  Tennessee.)  Of  this  union 
there  were  eleven  children,  of  whom  Francis 
Reno  Jr.  (father  of  James  McCay)  was  one. 
He  was  born  March  25,  1802;  was  senior 
warden  of  St.  John's  Church,  Youngtown, 
Ohio,  from  its  organization,  December  9,  1859, 
until  his  death,  September  3,  1864.  He  was 
by  profession  a  civil  engineer,  and  one  of  the 
principal  engineers  for  the  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio  Canal  Company.  He  resided  in  Youngs- 
town  during  the  location  and  construction  of 
said  canal,  from  1833  to  1837,  and  assisted  in 
surveys  of  the  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  Rail- 


road (afterwards  called  Fort  Wa\Tie  &  Chi- 
cago,) the  Cleveland  &  Pittsburg  Railroad 
and  the  Pittsburg  &  Erie  Railroad  and  many 
other  public  works.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
and  building  of  Christ's  Church,  New  Brigh- 
ton, Pennsylvania ;  Trinity  Church,  Rochester, 
Pennsylvania,  (where  he  spent  his  early  life,) 
and  St.  John's  Church,  Youngstown.  He  mar- 
ried Rachel  McCay,  August  8,  1837,  and  of 
this  union  there  were  eight  children. 

James  McCay  Reno,  one  of  these  children, 
clerked  for  Wilder  &  Reno  in  their  store  at 
Youngstown  imtil  1863,  when  Reno  &  Hilla- 
will  set  up  a  grocery  store,  at  which  he  was 
employed  until  about  May  i,  1864.  He  was 
enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fifth 
Ohio  National  Guards,  and  served  until  about 
1st  of  September,  1864,  when  he  was  again 
enlisted  for  the  war,  and  was  appointed  cap- 
tain and  assistant  quartermaster  by  President 
Lincoln  (as  chief  quartermaster,  G.  A.  DeRus- 
sey  division.)  He  thus  served  until  October, 
i8i5s,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  and 
returned  home.  He  was  then  clerk  for  Amos 
Powers  &  Company  for  about  one  year,  when 
he  was  appointed  city  engineer  and  served 
about  twenty  years  in  that  capacity.  Mr.  Reno 
located  and  built  a  number  of  branch  rail- 
roads in  and  about  Youngstown;  did  general 
surveying,  the  constructing  of  iron  plants,  and 
the  erecting  of  machinery  for  several  w^orks. 

Family  genealogy:  (i)  Lewis  Reno  and 
five  sons  landed  in  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
lina, about  1710. 

(2)  John  Reno,  son  of  Lewis,  born  1696: 
married  Susannah  Thorn,  November  17,  1737: 
died  1800,  at  the  extreme  age  of  one  hundred 
and  four  years. 

(3)  Reverend  Francis  Reno,  son  of  John, 
born  February  7,  1758;  married  Lydia  Savers, 
June  15,  1784;   died  August  12,  1836. 

(4)  Francis  Reno,  Jr.,  son  of  Reverend 
Francis  Reno,  born  March  25,  1802:  married 
Rachel  McCay,  August  8,  1837;  died  Septem- 
ber 3,  1864. 

(5)  James  McCay  Reno,  son  of  Francis,  Jr., 
born  May  10,  1838. 

The  maternal  grandfather's  name  was  John 
McCay — a  Scotchman  who  settled  in  Cecil 
county,  Maryland,  near  the  town  now  called 
Rolandsville,  coming  from  the  North  of  Ire- 
land. He  married  Frances  Graham  and  they 
had  twelve  children.  John  McCay  died  March 
17,  1794,  aged  sixty-six  years,  and  his  wnfe, 
Frances,  passed  away  October  8,  1795,  ^iged 
fiftv-five. 
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James  McCay,  a  son  of  the  above  named 
couple,  traveled  through  this  country  (Mahon- 
ing and  Trumbull  counties)  and  north  of  there 
as  far  as  Meadville,  Pennsylvania,  from  Cecil 
county,  Maryland,  on  horseback,  as  early  as 
1796.  He  built  a  two-story  log  cabin  in 
Youngstown,  near  the  corner  of  Federal  and 
Holmes  streets,  which  was  said  to  be  the  first 
log  house  built  in  this  vicinity.  Therein,  it  is  as- 
serted, the  first  elections  for  township,  county, 
state  and  national  officers  were  held.  This 
building  was  rented  to  Judge  William  Rayen 
for  some  time,  and  there  he  kept  tavern.  Mr. 
McCay  rode  horseback  from  Cecil  county, 
Maryland,  to  Youngstown,  Ohio,  to  collect  his 
rent  from  Judge  Rayen.  The  price  for  one 
year  was  fifty  dollars,  up  to  1804,  when  the 
rent  was  increased  to  fifty-five  dollars.  He 
had  also  purchased  other  property  in  Youngs- 
town. 

James  McCay  and  Judge  George  Tod  were 
friends  when  Mr.  McCay  lived  in  Maryland, 
and  when  the  judge  with  his  family  were  on 
their  first  trip  to  the  west  word  came  to 
Youngstown  that  a  family  was  stuck  in  the 
mud  below  Poland.  Mr.  McCav,  with  ox- 
teams  and  men,  went  to  their  relief,  and  was 
surprised  to  find  his  old  friend,  George  Tod, 
and  family. 

In  1804,  Mr.  McCay  floated  two  boats, 
loaded  with  five  hundred  barrels  of  flour  pur- 
chased from  James  C.  Grues,  at  his  mills  above 
McKeesport  on  the  Youghiogheny  river;  left 
the  mills  in  the  morning  of  March  27,  1804, 
for  Xew  Orleans.  Joshua  Brown  and  David 
McXear  started  at  the  same  time,  as  the 
water  in  the  rivers  was  very  high.  He  landed 
his  boats  at  Xew  Orleans  wharf  May  18,  1804; 
made  the  trip  in  one  month  and  twenty-one 
days.  After  selling  the  flour  to  a  Spaniard  for 
nine  dollars  per  barrel,  he  returned  home  by 
way  of  Philadelphia. 

lames  McCav  married  Miss  Sarah  Randall, 
a  Quakeress,  at  her  home  No.  167  Arch  street, 
IMiiladelphia,  the  15th  day  of  August,  1805. 
Reverend  William  Rogers,  D.  D.,  officiated. 
'J'hey  had  three  children,  one  of  whom  was 
Rachel,  who  married  Francis  Reno,  Jr.,  the 
father  of  James  McCay  Reno.  James  McCay 
moved  from  Philadelphia  with  his  family  to 
Pittsburg,  about  1810,  and  thence  to  Youngs- 
town about  1828.    He  died  in  May,  1838. 

Lucius  Lamar  Kevvish  was  born  in  Perrv 
township,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  February  22, 
1841,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Harriet 


(Ward)  Kewish.  The  father  was  born  in 
Kirkbride,  Isle  of  Man,  February  12,  1807,  be- 
ing a  son  of  Charles  and  Jane  (McKnight) 
Kewish,  he  a  Manxman  and  his  wife  of  Scotch 
descent.  William  Kewish  came  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents  when  eighteen  years 
of  age,  landing  at  Xfew  York;  they  went  to 
Buffalo  by  way  of  canal,  and  took  a  boat  from 
there  to  Fairport,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  there 
were  a  number  of  Manxmen  settled.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  shoemaker,  and  followed 
this  trade  at  Madison,  later  becoming  a  pat- 
tern-maker, and  for  a  few  years  followed  that 
trade.  He  secured  a  farm  in  Leroy  township, 
Lake  county,  in  1841,  but  worked  at  his  trade 
in  Madison:  he  remained  on  the  farm  until 
his  death,  January  21,  1881,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-four  years.  William  Kewish  married 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Henrietta 
(Pellington)  Ward,  of  Madison  township, 
born  at  Morristown,  Sussex  county.  New 
Jersey.  She  was  of  English  descent,  her  an- 
cestors for  some  generations  having  been 
Americans.  She  came  to  Ohio  with  her  par- 
ents, her  father  having  first  gone  to  west- 
ern X'^ew  York.  Thomas  Ward  died  May  28, 
1853,  aged  seventy-three  years,  less  than  a 
year  after  his  wife,  who  died  October  3,  1852, 
aged  fifty-seven  years.  I)Oth  died  in  Madison 
and  are  buried  there.  Mrs.  Kewish  'died  De- 
cember 18,  1906,  in  advanced  life.  She  had 
six  children,  namely :  Ellen  Josephine,  died  at 
the  age  of  nineteen ;  Adelaide  Elizabeth,  mar- 
ried D.  A.  Scribner,  now  of  Geneva;  Lucius 
Lamar;  Marrion  J.,  married  S.  J.  Potts,  of 
Painesville;  Emma  Rougene,  married  W.  H. 
Kelly,  of  Geneva,  Ohio;  and  Lida  Josephine, 
who  married  W.  T.  Wade,  of  Collinwood.  She 
died  in  1904. 

Lucius  Lamar  Kewish  spent  his  boyhood  on 
his  father's  farm  and  attended  school  at  the 
seminary  at  Madison.  He  took  advantage  of 
all  opportunities  for  advancement  in  learning, 
being  an  inveterate  reader.  l^>om  youth  he 
was  constantly  familiar  with  the  pages  of  the 
X'^ew  York  Tribune,  and  later  a  regular  sub- 
scriber to  The  Century,  Public  Opinion,  Liter- 
ary Digest  and  other  leading  periodicals  and 
books.  Extensive,  thoughtful  reading  and  a 
very  remarkable  memory  made  him  an  excel- 
lent student  of  all  our  current  and  historical 
events  and  a  very  well  informed  man  along 
general  lines.  He  was  always  actively  inter- 
ested in  the  welfare  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  lived,  but  was  of  a  retiring  disposition,  and 
had  no  aspirations  for  public  office.     He  was 
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at  one  time  connected  with  the  Grange  move- 
ment. He  attended  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  cheerfully  contributed  to  its  support, 
and  enjoyed  a  good  sermon,  but  never  became 
a  church  member. 

In  December,  1868,  Mr.  Kewish  moved  to 
the  place  on  Indian  Point  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  The  house  in  which 
he  made  his  home  was  built  in  1841.  He  was 
an  able  judge  of  the  value  of  good  stock,  and 
for  years  he  made  a  business  of  dealing  in 
cattle. 

Mr.  Kewish  married,  November  18,  1868, 
Mary  D.  Paine,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Har- 
riet Newell  Paine,  of  Paine's  Hollow,  Leroy. 
Their  children  are  Helen  Josephine  and  Will- 
iam Henry  Kewish.  The  former  has  been  en- 
gaged in  educational  work  and  for  the  past 
twelve  years  located  in  Scranton,  Pennsyl- 
vania. William  H.  Kewish  is  a  cement  chem- 
ist, and  at  present  superintendent  of  the  Dixie 
Portland  Cement  Company,  of  Richard  City, 
Tennessee.  Mr.  Kewish,  the  father,  died  Janu- 
ary 3,  1909,  leaving  many  lifelong  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

Henry  A.  Gladding  was  born  May  24, 
1846,  in  Hartsgrove  township,  and  is  a  son  of 
Marcus  and  Sophia  A.  (Nye)  Gladding  and 
a  grandson  of  John  Gladding.  John  Glad- 
ding was  born  in  Wethersfield,  Connecticut, 
in  1782,  and  died  May  7,  1853,  J"  Windsor 
township,  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  within  nine 
days  of  his  wife's  death.  He  came  to  Ohio  in 
1806,  and  settled  in  the  forest  in  Windsor,  at 
the  present  home  of  H.  A.  Gladding.  He 
drove  through  with  a  team,  arriving  in  April, 
and  in  June  of  that  year  his  son  Russell  was 
born,  the  first  white  male  child  born  in  Wind- 
sor township.  He  and  his  wife  and  Michael 
Tomlinson  and  wife  came  together.  John 
Gladding  married,  in  1804,  Mary  Ritter.  of 
East  Hartford,  Connecticut,  born  in  1783.  She 
died  April  2S,  1853.  They  had  children 
as  follows:  Russell  born  in  June,  1806,  died 
in  1880:  Joseph,  deceased;  Sally,  deceased; 
Mary,  deceased;  Marvin,  deceased;  Marcus 
D.,  deceased;  James,  who  died  in  1909,  and 
Nancy,  deceased. 

Marcus  D.  Gladding  was  born  April  19, 
1819,  and  died  January  24,  1900.  He  attended 
school  in  the  old  log  school  house  and  helped 
with  the  work  of  the  farm.  He  helped  cut  a 
road  to  Hartsgrove  township.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
was   a   quiet,   law-abiding    citizen    who   took 


great  interest  in  the  public  welfare.  Mr.  Glad- 
ding married  Sophia  A.  Nye,  and  their  chil- 
dren were :  Ida,  born  May  28,  1855,  niarried 
A.  L.  Thompson,  of  Rock  Creek,  and  died  in 
1878;  and  Henry  A. 

Henry  A.  Gladding  attended  Fort  Wape 
College,  also  Mount  Union  College,  and  taught 
one  year  at  Rock  Creek,  after  which  he  went 
west,  where  he  taught  school  and  became 
county  superintendent  of  schools  in  Shennan 
county.  Nebraska.  He  also  served  as  treasurer 
and  county  judge  of  the  same  county  and  in 
other  capacities.  After  his  return  to  Ohio  he 
turned  his  attention  to  farming,  and  now  o\vn> 
369  acres,  where  he  has  for  the  past  ten  yean 
bred  Holstein  cattle ;  he  also  raises  poultn  to 
a  large  extent  and  carries  on  general  farming. 
He  is  enterprising  and  modern  in  his  meth- 
ods, and  makes  farming  a  profitable  occupa- 
tion. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has 
served  three  years  as  trustee  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Gladding  and  his  entire  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
of  which  he  is  steward.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Windsor  Grange,  No.  4C)i 
He  is  a  member  of  Hartsgrove  Lodge.  N" 
397,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
served  seven  years  as  master,  has  been  secr^ 
tary  and  has  held  all  other  offices  in  the  lodge. 
He  is  district  lecturer  of  the  F.  &  A.  M.  Hi- 
wife  and  entire  family  are  also  members  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  and  Mrs.  Gladding  wa? 
grand  matron  of  the  Eastern  Star  of  the  state 
in  1897-8. 

Mr.  Gladding  married,  January  i,  1874. 
Mary  F.  Campbell,  of  Mentor,  Ohio,  born 
May  14,  1849,  daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Sara! 
Ann  (Reeve)  Campbell,  of  Willoughby.  Ohio. 
She  was  the  historian  of  the  Windsor  township 
portion  of  the  *Tioneer  Women  of  the  West- 
ern Reserve,"  and  is  a  well  educated,  able 
writer.  Mrs.  Gladding  is  eligible  to  member- 
ship in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. Mr.  Gladding  and  his  wife  became 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  May- 
nard,  born  December  4,  1877,  in  Nebraska. 
lives  in  Windsor  township,  Ashtabula  coiintv. 
Ohio,  where  he  carries  on  a  farm,  and  Abigail 
Glade,  born  in  Windsor  township  May  2^- 
1884.  Maynard  married  Esther  Moss,  of 
Huntsburg.  Abigail  G.  married  Alfred  ^^ 
Castle,  of  New  Lyme,  Ohio.  Both  are  teach- 
ers. 

Henry  A.  Gladding  is  president  of  the 
Christy  School  of  Methods,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  this  board  for  twenty  years.  He 
is  greatly  interested  in  education. 
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Eldert  Follett  Blakely,  attorney-at-Iaw 
in  Painesville,  and  member  of  the  firm  of  Al- 
vord  &  Blakely,  was  born  in  Madison,  Ohio, 
October  29,  1875.  His  parents  were  Harlow 
W.  and  Alta  C.  (Follett)  Blakely,  who  until 
the  spring  of  1909,  lived  on  the  home  farm  in 
Madison  township.  The  mother,  who  was 
born  in  Madison  July  26,  1846,  died  June  30, 
1909.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Almeron  and 
Clarinda  (Miller)  Follett.  Almeron  Follett 
was  a  native  of  Dalton,  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  and  died  in  1896  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years  in  Madison,  where  he  had  re- 
sided since  1820.  He  was  a  carpenter  and  a 
farmer,  and  became  a  leading  citizen  of  the 
township,  although  he  never  held  public  office. 

Harlow  W.  Blakely  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel 
and  Polly  (Law)  Blakely,  the  former  bom  at 
Pawlet,  Vermont,  and  the  latter  at  Wells,  Ver- 
mont. 

Nathaniel  Blakely  (son  of  David  Blakely,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolution,)  was  a  teacher  early 
in  life,  and  at  one  time  when  residing  in 
Gainesville  was  county  superintendent  of 
schools  of  Wyoming  county.  New  York.  In 
1827  he  held  a  commission  in  the  New  York 
militia,  signed  by  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton. 
In  1854  he  purchased  the  grist  mill  on  Grand 
river,  south  of  Madison,  Ohio,  and  moved  to 
that  place,  driving  through  from  Gainesville, 
accompanied  by  his  son — Harlow  W.  Blakely. 
He  was  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of 
Madison,  where  he  died  in  1883  ^^  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

Harlow  W.  Blakely  was  born  in  Gainesville, 
Wyoming  county.  New  York,  June  28,  1844, 
and  came  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  at  the  age 
of  ten  years.  He  received  a  common  school 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Fifth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  being 
in  the  service  of  his  country  for  one  year  and 
a  half  was*  shot  by  a  musket-ball  at  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  received  his  discharge  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disability  resulting  therefrom. 
After  his  marriage  he  took  up  a  homestead  in 
Nebraska,  but  returned  to  carry  on  his  farm  in 
Madison  township,  having  purchased  the  same 
from  his  father,  and  where  he  resided  until 
1909.  He  served  the  public  as  township  trus- 
tee and  assessor  and  was  known  as  a  public 
spirited  citizen ;  politically  he  was  a  Republican. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees 
which  purchased  the  Township  Park  on  Lake 
Erie.  He  was  an  active  church  worker  and  a 
leading  member  of  the  Methodist   Episcopal 


church  at  Madison  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred June  6,  1 9 10,  as  an  indirect  result  of  the 
wound  received  in  the  war.  Mr.  Blakely  mar- 
ried Alta  C.  Follett,  April  5,  1870,  who  was  a 
splendid  woman,  unusually  energetic  and  cap- 
able, very  much  devoted  to  her  family  and  in- 
terested in  church  work.  Two  children,  Stella 
C,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Clark,  of  Ashtabula, 
Ohio,  and  Elbert  F.  were  born  of  this  mar- 
riage. 

Elbert  F.  Blakely  passed  his  boyhood  in  his 
native  town,  and  received  a  high  school  edu- 
cation. He  taught  school  one  year  and  then 
took  a  course  in  law  at  the  University  of 
Michigan,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1896; 
since  1897  he  has  been  in  practice  at  Paines- 
ville. During  the  Spanish  war  Mr.  Blakely 
served  as  corporal  in  Company  M,  Fifth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  stationed  at 
Tampa  and  Fernandina,  Florida.  Later  he 
was  elected  captain  of  Company  M,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Ohio  National  Guard,  in  which  rank  he 
served  from  1900  until  1902,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  pressure  of  business.  Mr. 
Blakely  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in 
1903  for  three  years,  was  re-elected  for  two 
years,  and  is  now  serving  a  third  term.  The 
present  firm  of  Alvord  &  Blakely  has  been  in 
existence  since  April,  1909,  and  has  a  very 
large  clientele  of  the  best  class  in  Lake  and 
surrounding  counties.  Mr.  Blakely  has  had  a 
successful  career  as  a  prosecuting  attorney  and 
has  been  a  zealous  public  officer.  He  is  a  past 
noble  grand  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  and  the  Knighted  Order  of  Tented 
Maccabees.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  ath- 
letics and  especially  the  national  pastime,  and 
attends  a  baseball  game  whenever  his  duties 
leave  him  the  opportunity. 

December  20,  1899,  Mr.  Blakely  married 
Jessie  M.  Quirk,  of  North  Madison,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Caroline  (Burns)  Quirk. 
Thomas  Quirk  was  a  successful  farmer  and 
served  the  township  as  trustee  for  three  con- 
secutive terms,  being  a  member  of  the  board 
at  the  time  of  the  purchase  of  the  beautiful 
park  on  Lake  Erie.  Miss  Quirk  was  a  school- 
mate of  Mr.  Blakely,  and  was  a  graduate  of 
the  Madison  high  school,  and  afterward  a 
teacher  in  the  Madison  schools.  They  became 
parents  of  three  children — Dorothy  Jessie, 
Margaret  Caroline  and  Thomas  Harlow;  the 
first  named  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
months.  ^Ir.  and  Mrs.  Blakely  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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Rev.  Thomas  E.  Monroe,  D.  D. — In  ever 
broadening  angle  of  beneficence  was  the  influ- 
ence exerted  by  Dr.  Monroe.  For  nearly 
thirty  years  he  was  active  pastor  of  the  First 
Congregational  church  of  Akron  and  a  promi- 
nent figure  in  the  councils  of  the  great  church 
organization  with  which  he  was  identified.  His 
was  a  masterful  mind,  of  broad  ken,  and  he 
used  his  talents  for  the  uplifting  of  his  fellow 
men.  He  was  in  the  truest  sense  humanity's 
friend»  and  pure  was  the  spiritual  flame  which 
burned  in  and  illumined  his  winning  person- 
ality. He  died  November  19,  1908,  in  the  ful- 
ness of  years  and  with  a  record  of  great  ac- 
complishment in  the  holy  calling  to  which  he 
devoted  himself. 

Thomas  Edwin  Monroe  was  of  stanch 
Scotch  lineage  and  was  a  scion  of  stock  en- 
grafted in  American  history  in  the  colonial 
epoch.  He  was  born  at  Plainfield,  Connecti- 
cut, on  the  28th  of  April,  1829,  and  was  a  son 
of  Job  and  Phoebe  (Collins)  Monroe.  Thomas 
passed  his  boyhood  on  the  home  farm  and 
availed  himself  of  the  privileges  aflforded  in 
the  common  schools  of  the  locality  and  period. 
He  supplemented  this  training  by  that  of  a 
higher  academic  institution  in  his  native  state, 
and  when  seventeen  years  of  age  he  began 
teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  Rhode 
Island.  After  three  years  of  teaching  he  en- 
tered a  collegiate  preparatory  school  in  Provi- 
dence, Rhode  Island,  where  he  continued  his 
studies.  In  the  following  year  he  went  to 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  entered  the  academic 
or  literary  department  of  Oberlin  College.  He 
completed  the  classical  course  and  graduated 
in  1856  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts. 
Two  years  later  he  completed  the  course  in  the 
theological  department  of  the  same  institution, 
and  in  1859  ^^^  ^vas  ordained  a  minister  of  the 
Congregational  church  by  the  Cleveland  con- 
ference. The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Oberlin  College 
in  1893. 

After  his  ordination  Dr.  Monroe  held  for 
one  year  a  pastoral  charge  at  Amherst,  Lx)rain 
county,  Ohio,  and  he  then,  in  i860,  became 
pastor  of  the  First  Congregational  church  of 
Mount  Vernon,  Knox  county.  Here  his  labors 
brought  forth  a  gracious  harvest.  The  mem- 
bership of  the  church  was  increased  from  150 
to  457,  and  a  new  church  edifice  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $38,000. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1873,  ^^-  Monroe  be- 
came pastor  of  the  First  Congregational 
church  of  Akron,  and  here  he  continued  as 
pastor  and  pastor  emeritus  in  constant  and  in- 


spiring labor  until  he  was  summoned  to  the 
life  eternal,  thirty-five  years  later.  He  vital- 
ized the  spiritual  and  temporal  activities  of  his 
church,  and  under  his  regime  its  membership 
increased  from  268  to  more  than  900  persons, 
besides  which  it  contributed  about  100  mem- 
bers to  the  West  Congregational  church,  which 
was  organized  in  1888.  His  life  was  most  un- 
selfish, self-abnegating  and  helpful,  and  the 
signal  purity  and  exaltation  of  his  ideals  could 
not  but  impress  all  who  came  within  the  sphere 
of  his  influence.  It  is  consistent  that  this  sketch 
should  perpetuate  an  appreciative  editorial  esti- 
mate which  appeared  in  an  Akron  paper  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  Dr.  Monroe. 

"In  noting  the  death  of  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas 
E.  Monroe  we  have  to  record  the  passing  of 
one  of  the  most  gentle,  loving  and  lovable 
spirits  that  have  ever  dwelt  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Beloved  by  thousands  upon  thousands 
of  people,  not  alone  hi«  own  parishioners  but 
those  of  all  other  denominations,  and  those  of 
no  religious  affiliations  at  all,  by  people  in 
every  walk  of  life,  without  regard  to  race, 
color,  creed,  social  or  business  standing,  Dr. 
Monroe  moved  in  and  out  among  us  for  nearly 
a  generation,  without  an  enemy  in  the  world, 
with  that  kindly,  benevolent,  Christian  dispo- 
sition that  attracted  to  him  every  man,  woman 
or  child  whom  he  met,  and  which  bound  them 
all  to  him  by  the  ties  of  love  and  friendship. 
It  is  impossible  to  give  to  his  character  the 
tribute  that  it  deserves.  If  there  is  such  a 
thing  on  earth  today,  he  was  a  saint.  Dr. 
Monroe  was  one  of  the  strong  men  of  his 
church ;  he  was  one  of  the  strong  men  of  this 
community.  He  built  up  his  congregation 
from  small  beginnings  and  the  influence  which 
it  and  he  have  exerted  upon  this  city  is  well 
nigh  incalculable.  For  some  years  he  has  been 
compelled  to  give  up  many  of  his  activities, 
but  the  influence  of  his  life  and  character  and 
deeds  has  not  ceased,  nor  will  it  cease,  but  it 
will  go  on  and  on,  in  constantly  broadening 
circles.  Truly  we  can  say  of  this  man  that  his 
'works  do  follow  him.' " 

The  following  memorial  tribute  was  paid  by 
Rev.  H.  S.  MacAyeal,  pastor  of  the  First  Con- 
gregational church  in  Akron :  "Dr.  T.  E.  Mon- 
roe has  been  one  of  the  most  influential  and 
best  beloved  men  in  Akron  for  the  past  third 
of  a  century;  a  leader  in  all  movements,  a 
lover  of  humanity,  a  large-hearted  and  mag- 
nanimous man.  His  influence  has  not  only 
been  great,  but  will  also  prove  a  lasting  force 
for  good  in  the  communal  life  of  Akron.  His 
life  was  a  lesson  for  young  men,  an  incentive 
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to  larger  living,  a  reminder  of  all  that  makes 
for  the  best  in  the  lives  of  men." 

In  Akron  the  sense  of  personal  loss  in  the 
death  of  Dr.  Monroe  was  so  great  as  to  ob- 
scure for  the  moment  the  full  realization  of 
the  many-sided  activities  and  far  reaching  in- 
fluences which  characterized  his  life.  He  was 
gentle  as  a  child  yet  learned  as  a  sage.  His 
spirit  was  attuned  to  mercy  yet  none  was  more 
inflexible  for  the  right.  His  was  a  mind  of 
the  widest  culture,  yet  he  seized  and  mastered 
the  details  of  administration  and  the  practi- 
calities of  business.  The  beauty  of  his  speech 
and  diction,  which  always  had  the  ennobling 
touch  of  some  lofty  sentiment,  marked  him  as 
an  orator.  He  was  a  noble  man,  nobly  dow- 
ered, and  he  gave  of  the  best  of  himself  in  the 
service  of  his  fellow  men.  What  higher  tri- 
bute than  this  can  be  paid  any  man  ? 

Dr.  Monroe  touched  and  was  concerned  in 
all  things  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, and  thiis  he  was  found  ready  to  lend 
his  aid  and  influence  in  the  support  of  all  meas- 
ures and  objects  advanced  for  the  general 
good.  His  political  support  was  given  to  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  took  much  interest 
in  the  vital  questions  and  issues  of  the  hour. 
He  lived  to  attain  the  age  of  nearly  eighty 
years,  and  up  to  the  last  his  mind  and  his  heart 
were  active  in  their  thought  and  sympathy  for 
others.  He  loved  his  fellow  men  and  his  re- 
ward came  in  their  love  and  veneration. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1859,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Monroe  to  Miss  Hannah  Mary 
Barnard,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1 83 1,  a  daughter  of  Simon  and 
Sarah  (Darlington)  Barnard,  residents  of 
Philadelphia  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Mrs. 
Monroe  died  February  21,  1908.  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Monroe  had  one  child,  Pauline,  who  taught  in 
Philadelphia  for  some  years,  till  her  mother's 
health  called  her  back  to  Akron.  Miss  Mon- 
roe still  maintains  her  home  in  Akron,  where 
she  is  surrounded  by  a  wide  circle  of  devoted 
friends. 

Reuben  C.  Young. — A  native  son  of  Ash- 
tabula countv  and  a  member  of  one  of  its 
honored  pioneer  families,  Mr.  Young  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  city  of  Ashtabula  and  the  high  popular 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  in  which  con- 
nection his  services  have  been  most  eflfective 
in  promoting  the  best  interests  of  his  native 
county. 


Reuben  C.  Young  was  born  in  ^lonroe  town- 
ship, Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  on  the  28th  of 
December,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  Thaddeus  S. 
and  Caroline  A.  (Benjamin)  Young.  The 
father  was  born  in  Venice,  Cayuga  county. 
New  York,  in  the  year  1826,  and  was  reared 
and  educated  in  the  old  Empire  state.  As  a 
young  man  he  came  to  Ohio  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  be- 
came a  successful  and  popular  teacher  in  the 
common  schools,  and  he  continued  to  follow 
the  pedagogic  profession  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  to 
Miss  Caroline  A.  Benjamin,  who  had  been  one 
of  his  pupils.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Free- 
love  Young,  came  to  Ohio  a  few  years  after  he 
had  here  taken  up  his  abode  and  settled  in 
Monroe  township,  where  his  father  bought  a 
large  tract  of  land  and  passed  the  residue  of 
his  life,  having  been  ninety  years  of  age  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  For  many  years  Samuel 
Young  did  a  large  and  prosperous  business  as 
a  stock  drover,  his  operations  extending  over 
a  wide  area  of  country,  and  his  stock  being 
driven  through  to  Philadelphia  and  other  east- 
ern markets.  He  was  known  as  a  reliable, 
energetic  and  honorable  business  man  and  had 
a  wide  acquaintanceship  through  the  Western 
Reserve. 

Caroline  A.  (Benjamin)  Young,  mother  of 
him  whose  name  initiates  this  article,  was  born 
in  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Reuben  Benjamin,  who 
came  from  Connecticut  and  settled  in  that 
township  soon  after  the  close  of  the  War  of 
1812.  There  he  reclaimed  a  farm  from  the 
virgin  forest  and  there  passed  the  remainder 
of  his  life,  one  of  the  worthy  pioneers  of  this 
part  of  the  Western  Reserve.  He  and  his  sons 
Perry  and  Eli  erected  the  first  Baptist  church 
in  Pierpont  township  and  he  was  one  of  the 
original  members  of  the  church  organization. 
He  died  at  the  time  of  the  Civil  war,  when 
about  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His  son  Eli 
died  when  a  young  man,  and  the  other  son. 
Perry,  passed  his  life  on  the  old  homestead,  in 
Pierpont  township,  where  he  died  when  about 
seventy-two  years  of  age. 

After  his  marriage  Thaddeus  Young  settled 
in  Monroe  township,  where  he  became  the 
owner  of  a  farm,  to  the  improvement  and  cul- 
tivation of  which  he  devoted  his  attention  until 
the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  re- 
sponded to  the  duties  of  patriotism  and  ten- 
dered his  services  in  defense  of  the  Union.  In 
the  spring  of  1862  he  recruited  a  squad  of 
volunteers  and  they  were  enlisted  as  members 
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of  the  Second  Ohio  Independent  Battery  of 
Light  Artillery,  which  was  organized  in  Con- 
neaut,  Ohio,  and  which  was  already  at  the 
front  when  joined  by  Mr.  Young  and  his  little 
band  of  recruits.  He  was  soon  promoted  to 
the  office  of  sergeant  and  later  to  that  of  sec- 
ond lieutenant,  in  which  connection  he  had 
charge  of  a  detachment  from  his  battery.  He 
was  with  Banks  in  the  famous  Red  river  cam- 
paign, in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  from 
Helena,  Arkansas,  he  proceeded  with  his  com- 
mand to  the  Mississippi  river,  joining  General 
Grant's  forces  and  taking  part  in  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  Later  he  was  stationed  on  Ship 
Island,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  He  continued 
with  his  battery  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  was  mustered  out  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  His  arduous  service  had 
made  severe  inroads  on  his  health  and  a  num- 
ber of  years  elapsed  ere  he  regained  his  wonted 
physical  vigor.  His  continued  interest  in  his 
old  comrades  was  indicated  by  his  holding 
membership  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re- 
public. 

After  the  close  of  the  war  Thaddeus  S. 
Young  returned  to  Ashtabula  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacturing  of  lumber. 
He  continued  to  operate  a  saw  mill  until  1874, 
when  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  the  county,  of 
which  office  he  remained  incumbent  for  two 
consecutive  terms  of  two  years  each,  the  maxi- 
mum period  of  service  permitted  under  the 
provisions  of  the  laws  of  the  state.  He  gave 
a  most  able  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
this  office,  being  both  fearless  and  discriminat- 
ing in  the  discharge  of  its  duties.  Within  his 
regime  the  dock  laborers  in  the  Ashtabula  har- 
bor went  out  on  a  strike,  and  the  sheriff  found 
it  necessary  to  call  out  a  force  of  sixty  armed 
men  to  preserve  peace.  A  mob  of  about  300 
of  the  dissatisfied  laborers  congregated  and 
offered  defiance  to  the  officers  thus  constituted. 
In  making  an  arrest  of  one  of  the  belligerents 
the  gun  of  one  of  the  armed  citizens  was  acci- 
dentally discharged,  and  the  ball  passed 
through  the  coat  of  the  man  who  was  resist- 
ing arrest.  The  mob  thus  discovered  that  the 
guns  were  loaded  and  that  summary  action 
would  be  taken  bv  the  officers  if  resistance  was 
continued,  so  that  further  difficulty  was  avert- 
ed. While  Mr.  Young  was  in  office  the  county 
jail  was  rebuilt.  In  the  meanwhile  his  wife 
had  been  summoned  to  the  life  eternal,  and  he 
later  contracted  a  second  marriage,  being 
imited  to  Miss  Flora  Farnham,  of  Farnham, 
Ashtabula  county,  a  place  named  in  honor  of 
the   family  of  which   his  second  wife  was  a 


member,  and  there  he  operated  a  grist  mill  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  died  in  that  place  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  He  was  a  zeal- 
ous worker  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  while  not  affiliated  with 
any  church  organization  lived  a  Christian  life 
as  he  saw  it.  His  second  wife  survived  him 
by  a  number  of  years  and  they  had  no  children. 
Concerning  the  six  children  of  the  first  mar- 
riage the  following  data  are  entered:  Myron 
B.,  who  was  an  electrician  at  the  Ashtabula 
docks,  received  there  an  injury  which  resulted 
in  his  death  in  1900;  Chester  C,  who  died  in 
February,  1908,  was  a  representative  merchant 
of  Conneaut,  Ohio;  Reuben  C,  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  next  in  order  of  birth ;  A. 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Frank  M.  Colsen,  of  Jef- 
ferson, the  county  seat  of  Ashtabula  county; 
L.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Charles  K.  Tuttle,  of 
Pacific  Grove,  California;  and  H.  Arthur  was 
killed  by  accident,  when  fourteen  years  of  age. 

Reuben  C.  Young  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  Ashtabula  county,  to  whose  public  schools 
he  is  indebted  for  his  early  educational  ad- 
vantages. As  a  youth  he  began  to  assist  his 
father  in  the  operation  of  the  saw  mill,  and 
later  he  rendered  efficient  service  as  deputy 
sheriff  of  the  county,  during  his  father's  in- 
cumbency of  the  office  of  sheriff.  From  1882 
to  1884  he  held  the  position  of  guard  in  the 
Ohio  state  penitentiary,  in  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, and  he  then  returned  to  Ashtabula  county, 
where  he  became  associated  with  his  brother, 
Chester  C,  in  the  manufacturing  of  lumber. 
He  continued  to  be  identified  wnth  this  line  of 
enterprise  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  en- 
gaged in  the  building  of  houses  on  Tyler  and 
Main  streets  in  the  city  of  Ashtabula.  He  im- 
proved a  number  of  properties  in  this  way  and 
sold  the  same  at  advantageous  terms.  He  has 
maintained  his  home  in  the  city  of  Ashtabula 
since  1895,  served  the  city  as  a  member  of  the 
council  from  1901  to  1906  and  here  he  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  considerable  amount  of  val- 
uable realty. 

In  1907  Mr.  Young  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  and  in 
this  office  he  has  shown  the  utmost  loyalty  to 
the  interests  of  his  native  county,  maintaining 
a  progressive  attitude  and  advocating  a  liberal 
policy  in  administering  the  governmental  af- 
fairs of  the  county.  Within  his  tenure  of  office 
100  acres  have  been  added  to  the  county  farm 
in  Kingsville  township;  the  court  house  has 
been  remodeled  and  renovated,  making  it 
creditable  to  the  county ;  concrete  bridges  have 
taken  the  place  of  many    inferior    structures 
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throughout  the  county;  and  the  good-roads 
movement  has  received  marked  impetus,  en- 
couraged by  the  state  government.  In  politics 
Mr.  Young  is  an  uncompromising  advocate 
of  the  principles  and  policies  for  which  the 
Republican  party  stands  sponsor,  and  he  has 
wielded  much  influence  in  the  local  contingent 
of  his  party.  He  is  identified  with  the  three 
different  branches  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  is  now  vice  grand, 
and  is  also  affiliated  with  the  Knights  of 
Pythias,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  and  the  Royal  Arcanum. 

In  the  year  1886  Mr.  Young  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Lina  Hollister,  who  was  born 
in  Pierpont  township,  Ashtabula  county,  and 
who  is  a  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Mary  A. 
(Leavitt)  Hollister,  the  former  of  whom  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years  and  the  latter 
at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  Alfred  Hollister  was 
born  in  Portage  county,  Ohio,  and  was  a  son 
of  Harvey  and  Sarah  Hollister,  honored  pio- 
neers of  that  county,  whither  the  father  came 
from  the  state  of  New  York.  In  his  young 
manhood  Alfred  Hollister  was  a  successful 
teacher  in  the  district  schools.  He  later  read 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  He  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years 
and  for  more  than  thirty  years  was  postmaster 
at  Phoenix,  Ashtabula  county,  where  he  was 
an  honored  and  influential  citizen  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  have  one 
child,  Mary  C,  who  is  now  a  student  in  the 
Ashtabula  high  school. 

Walter  Scott  Hostetler  has  inscribed  his 
name  on  the  pages  of  the  local  history  of  Me- 
dina county  as  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Wadsworth  Banner-Press.  He  entered  the 
field  of  journalism  when  but  eighteen  years  of 
age  in  the  town  where  he  was  born,  Doyles- 
town,  Ohio,  where  he  conducted  the  Doyles- 
town  Journal  for  several  vears.  Later  he 
edited  the  Sig^ial  at  Canal  Fulton,  Ohio.  Leav- 
ing the  country  field  he  went  to  New  York 
City,  where  he  soon  became  foreman  of  one  of 
the  largest  job  printing  establishments  in  the 
city,  holding  the  position  for  nearly  two  years. 
In  October  of  1907,  however,  Mr.  Hostetler 
returned  to  Ohio  and  purchased  the  Wads- 
worth  Batmer-Press,  one  of  the  leading  period- 
icals of  Medina  county  and  a  potent  influence 
upon  the  political  life  and  moral  advancement 
of  the  community. 

Under  his  ownership  the  paper  has  been  emi- 
nently successful,  and  its  circulation  has  been 
largely  increased.     The   plant   has  been   im- 


proved by  discarding  old  machinery  and  ma- 
terial and  today  it  is  one  of  the  best  equipped 
country  offices  in  Ohio.  Modem  printing 
presses,  both  job  and  cylinders,  folding  ma- 
chine and  a  large  variety  of  modern  type  faces 
show  the  office  to  be  strictly  abreast  of  the 
times.  A  new  concrete  building  specially  ar- 
ranged for  a  printing  office  is  located  just  east 
of  the  public  square.  It  has  plate  glass  front 
and  skylight,  and  for  location  and  interior  ar- 
rangement its  equal  would  be  hard  to  find. 

Mr.  Hostetler  was  born  at  Doylestown  in 
Wayne  county,  Ohio,  October  12,  1874,  a  son 
of  Samuel  J.  and  Catherine  (Bucher)  Hos- 
tetler. The  paternal  family  is  of  German  an- 
cestry, while  the  maternal  family  is  of  French 
and  German  extraction.  Completing  the 
course  in  the  Doylestown  public  schools  the 
son  accepted  a  position  in  the  schools  of  his 
home  vicinity.  He  did  not  long  follow  that 
profession,  leaving  it  to  enter  up)on  his  present 
line  of  work.  He  married  Miss  Vida  Days, 
also  from  Wayne  county,  a  daughter  of  Syl- 
vester Days,  and  their  two  children  are  Kath- 
leen  and  Eleanor.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  the  fratenal 
orders  of  the  Masons,  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees and  the  A.  I.  U. 

Christian  F.  Schoepfle  belongs  to  the 
group  of  influential,  enterprising  and  success- 
ful business  men  of  Sandusky,  his  name  being 
prominent  among  those  who  have  made  the 
city  the  retail  center  that  it  now  is.  He  started 
in  life  for  himself  in  Sandusky  in  i860  as  a 
manufacturer  of  sash  and  doors,  and  with  the 
passing  years  he  has  successfully  piloted  this 
small  beginning  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  enterprises  of  its  kind  in  Sandusky.  He 
is  also  the  president  of  the  Third  National 
Exchange  Bank  of  Sandusky. 

Mr.  Schoepfle  was  born  in  Groetzingen, 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1835,  and  with  his  parents, 
Henry  and  Barbara  (Foltz)  Schoepfle,  he 
came  to  America  in  1846,  and  they  at  once 
made  their  way  to  Sandusky.  Henry  Schoepfle 
was  by  trade  a  wagon-maker,  but  after  com- 
ing to  Erie  county  he  followed  farming,  pur- 
chasing thirty-three  acres  of  land  in  Marga- 
retta  township,  but  in  time  he  added  to  the 
tract  until  the  farm  contained  eighty  acres.  But 
he  subsequently  sold  a  considerable  of  the  tim- 
ber land  to  the  railroad  company,  and  the  re- 
mainder he  improved  and  made  it  his  home 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life. 

Christian  F.  Schoepfle  married  in  1858 
Sarah  Knoepfle  and  they  have  seven  children 


